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Additional Case Information:

Due to ongoing covid-19 situation paperwork was completed remotely on the 05/05/2021 and the physical inspection took 

place on the 11/05/21. Both were conducted by  and observed by .

Site temperature used as case inspector's thermometer was unavailable. 

No issues on site and VMD fish looked healthy when opened. 

Cleaner fish mortality 20% over the cycle. 

Escape Investigation

An Escape investigation relating to an incident which increased the likelihood of an escape, which was reported to the FHI on 

the 01/02/2021 was conducted. 

On the 29/01/2021, during routine net cleaning, a hole approximately 20-22 cm was discovered 5 m below the waterline on pen 

9. The net was immediately raised and the hole was repaired. 

The week before the hole was discovered nets were raised to grade fish and move fish to Furnace (FS0567). During this 

operation nets were tied secured to keep them raised. After the operation was complete the nets were untied and the weights 

were dropped. A tie was left in place, which then tore due to the weight of the nets and weights, causing a 20-22 cm hole.

Fish were counted on the 06/03/21 and no fish were found to be missing. Before the count Fishtalk had 20,348 fish recorded 

within the pen and there were 22,088 fish counted. No changes in the feeding rate of fis as well has led the operator to believe 

that no fish escaped.  

After this incident occurred, a staff training session was held to ensure staff were familiar with site procedures and to limit the 

possibility of an incident like this occurring again. 

Communication received from the company on the 17/06/2022 confirmed that the review had been completed.
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ENHANCED CONTAINMENT INSPECTION 
 

An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of facilities, records and the provision of advice.  
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
 
An issue was raised regarding escape incidents and contingency planning. Circumstances on, or in 
the vicinity of, a fish farm which was believed to have caused an escape of fish or gave rise to a 
significant risk of an escape of fish, was not reported immediately to the Scottish Ministers. The 
incident occurred on 29/01/21 and was reported on 01/02/21. 
 
The following recommendation is made for improvement.  
 
Regulation 31D of The Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland ) Regulations 2009 req uires the 
circumstances on, or in the vicinity of, a fish farm which are believed to have caused an 
escape of fish or gave rise to a significant risk of an escape of fish, must be notified to the 
Scottish Ministers immediately. It is recommended that a documented review of the reporting 
procedures is undertaken to ensure that this requirement is met. 
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
 
b)ii) Inspection of records relating to training 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
b)iii) Inspection of records relating to procedures and risk assessments 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
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c) Inspection of site and site equipment 
 
 

The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
d) Inspection of site specific procedures 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
Further Action 
 
The recommendation in this report should be implemented by 16 August 2022. Documentation 
should be provided as evidence that the recommendation has been implemented. Enforcement 
action may result if the recommendation is not implemented in the necessary time frame. Records 
should be sent to Marine Scotland Science’s Fish Health Inspectorate (FHI) (contact details are  
provided below). 
 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
 

Signed: Date: 16/05/2022 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/charter 
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Case completion report 
 
Recommendations in relation to the above case were made for implementation by 15/08/2022. 
Following submission of the required documentation, evidence has now been provided to Marine 
Scotland to demonstrate that the recommendations have been implemented.  
 
This case will now be closed. This site may be subject to further audit and recommendations in the 
future. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
 

 
 
Signed: Date: 02/080/2022 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
 



                
 
 

R25  

 Marine Laboratory,  375 Victoria Road,  Aberdeen,  AB11 9DB 

 Tel – 0131 244 3498   Email – ms.fishhealth@gov.scot 
 Website - https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/ 

 

 

 
FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
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Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as 
described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as low. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every third year. The category 
of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and found 
to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
No mortality levels exceeding the reporting criteria have been recorded since the last inspection. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
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Inspection under the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum 
Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015  
 
Medicine records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Samples were taken to be analysed for veterinary residues. 
 
Inspection under the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 
 
The site was also inspected in accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007, 
as amended, with respect to section 3 regarding parasites (sea lice), section 4A regarding fish farm 
management agreements and statements. 
 
On this occasion the site was found to be satisfactory with regards to parasites, fish farm 
management agreements.  
 
An enhanced sea containment inspection was conducted. A separate report will be issued in due 
course. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
 

Signed: Date: 26/05/2021 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
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