
As at 21 March 2021:

• There have been 18,732 
children and young people 
aged 2-17 years in 
Scotland who have tested 
positive for COVID-19 
since the start of the 
outbreak.

In the week ending 21 March 
2021:

• There were 813 children 
and young people aged 2-
17 years in Scotland who 
tested positive for COVID-
19, among the 6,026 
children and young people 
who were tested.

• The identified COVID-19 
positive cases reflected a 
rate of 96.3 cases per 
100,000 2-4 year olds, 
100.4 cases per 100,000 5-
11 year olds, 59.5 per 
100,000 12-13 year olds, 
55.1 per 100,000 14-15 
year olds and 90.0 cases 
per 100,000 16-17 year 
olds. The rate of cases per 
100,000 of the general 
population was 72.8.

On 23rd March:

Primary Schools:
• Attendance in Primary 

schools was 94.0%. 
• Absences (authorised and 

unauthorised) because of 
non Covid-19 related 
reasons were reported at 
4.0%. 

• 7,779 pupils were not in 
school either all or part of 
the day because of Covid-
19 related reasons. 

• The percentage of school 
openings (i.e. half days) 
that showed pupils were 
not in school because of 
Covid-19 related reasons 
was 2.0%.

Secondary Schools:
• The percentage of 

Secondary (S1-S6) pupils 
physically in school in the 
morning was 26.8%. In the 
afternoon this figure was 
24.1%. 

Special Schools:
• In Special schools, the 

percentage of pupils 
physically in school was 
72.7%.
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• From Monday 15 March 
all children in Primary 
school were to return to 
school, with all Secondary 
pupils returning part-
time from this date. 

On 23rd March:

• 2,117 staff were absent 
due to Covid-19 related 
reasons, of which, 1,102 
were teaching staff and 
1,015 were other school-
based staff. 

• 73,350 children were 
attending a childcare 
setting and 1,735 had a 
Covid-19 related absence. 
Note that not all open 
settings completed the 
survey and that these 
figures are an 
underestimate of the 
actual number of open 
settings and children 
attending.

• This week, 900 (4.4%) 
childcare staff were absent 
due to Covid-19 related 
reasons [based on a 53% 
response rate].
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