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Additional Case Information:

CMS, AGD and anaemia reported on site, but not causing significant mortalities.

Site to be harvested out by early December, however this is weather dependant.

Live haul taken to Mallaig harvest station by Ronja Commander, Challenger and Superior.

Escapes Investigation:

Following a storm event on site, site staff inspected the cages/nets and discovered that the 5m ropes/chains and the tension 

pin/dyneema ropes were slack, and the mortality removal system was loose. Divers arrived on site the following day and 

discovered a large 5-6m split up the seam of the net on cage 8. Site staff attributed the damage to the rough weather in the 

previous days in addition to a faulty seam. This was repaired by the divers at the time of discovery. 

A fish count conducted after the initial escape report suggests that around 23,970 fish escaped.

Since then, the affected cage has been harvested out, the net has been removed and there is no intention of using it in the 

future.

The net located on cage 8, was originally sourced from the Colonsay site. Upon reciept, the net was sent to Net Services 

(Scotland) Ltd on 04/02/2019. The net on cage 8 (ID: MND3610) was stress tested and several holes of varying size (1-3 

mesh wide up to >10 mesh wide) were repaired. 7m of loose rope were relashed (re-attached) and 1 broken handle was also 

repaired. The service card attests that the net meets industry standards and is valid until 15/05/2020.

2 days after the initial escape was reported, divers discovered a hole on 12/10/19 that, according to the dive report, measured 

"1mx1m at 5m. Patched." - After discussion it was agreed that this was part of the original escape that was reported. 

Cleanerfish movements:

Site manager informed us that the current stock were sourced from Bagh Dail Nan Cean and arrived on site weighing around 

2kgs. Within the transfer, lumpsuckers were transported with the salmon in a wellboat. The accompanying risk assessment for 

the transfer however, stated that the animals were transferred to Marulaig Bay between 1st-9th May 2019, before being 

transferred to Hellisay between 31st May-9th June 2019.

The number of lumpfish received onto Hellisay was 3,681. Since input, mortality has reached 2,103, leaving 1,578 on site.

Inspection and paperwork completed by  under  supervision.
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT 30/10/2019 
SITE NO FS1261  SITE NAME Hellisay 
INSPECTOR CASE NO 20190610 
 
An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of facilities, records and the provision of advice. 
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
Although the site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice, the following 
recommendation is made due to the nature of the breaches of containment reported in 2018 and 
2019. 
 
It is recommended that a documented review of the net, pen and mooring system, 
including any modifications, is undertaken to ensure they are suitable for purpose, 

correctly installed and meet the manufacturers guidelines in accordance with the CoGP 
Chapter 4, points 4.9, 4.10, 4.14 and 4.20. 
 
b)ii) Inspection of records relating to training 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
 
b)iii) Inspection of records relating to procedures and risk assessments 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
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c) Inspection of site and site equipment 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
 
 
The recommendations in this report should be implemented by 13 July 2021. Documentation 
should be provided as evidence that the recommendations have been implemented. Enforcement 
action may result if the recommendations are not implemented in the necessary time frame. 
Records should be sent to Marine Scotland Science’s Fish Health Inspectorate (FHI) (contact 
details are provided below).  
 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any assistance or clarification in 
implementing any requirement or recommendation detailed in this report. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: Date: 13/01/2020 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  30/10/2019 
SITE NO FS1261  SITE NAME  Hellisay 
CASE NO 20190610  INSPECTOR   
 
 
Case completion report 
 
Recommendations in relation to the above case were made for implementation. Following 
submission of the required documentation, evidence has now been provided to Marine Scotland to 
demonstrate that the recommendations have been implemented. 
 
This case will now be closed. This site may be subject to further audit and recommendations in the 
future. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
 

 
 
Signed: Date: 30/01/2023 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT 30/10/2019 
SITE NO FS1261  SITE NAME Hellisay 
INSPECTOR   CASE NO 20190610 
 
  
Escape Investigation 
 
The site was inspected following notification of an escape of 23,970 Atlantic salmon on the 10 
October 2019 and 24,752 Atlantic salmon on the 12 November 2018.  
 
An enhanced containment inspection was conducted and a report will be issued separately. 
 
All epidemiological units were inspected.  
 
On this occasion no samples were taken for disease analysis. The Inspector did not observe any 
clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as described in the Aquatic Animal Health 
(Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and found 
to be inadequately maintained.  
 

 Records in relation to cleaner fish movements were found to be inadequately maintained. 
These were updated onsite and no further action is required.  

 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
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Signed: Date: 15/01/2021 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
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