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Introduction 
 

The climate is the weather we expect to have. A 

climate emergency is when the climate is 

changing too fast. It is damaging the 

environment. 

 

 

 

This is happening now because humans are 

burning fossil fuels like oil and gas. Governments 

around the world are taking steps to stop this.  

 

 

 

We need everyone to get involved in climate 

change. We need to get ready for the effects. We 

need new ideas about how to change the way we 

live for the better. 

 

 

 

This plan is about helping us cope with changes 

we need to make to the transport system. We are 

making changes to how we live so we can be 

environmentally friendly.     
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A Just Transition Plan is about making things 

better for the environment and people. It says 

how we make things fairer as we cut the causes 

of climate change. 

 

 

 

Transport is an important part of the economy. It 

has different types of travel and jobs that support 

them. It helps the economy by moving goods and 

services to homes and businesses. 

 

 

 

We need to make less of the gasses that cause 

climate change. We need to use cars less. We 

need to use more public transport. Walking and 

riding bikes are also important.  

 

 

 

We need to make sure people are travelling in 

cleaner vehicles like electric cars.  
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The way people travel depends on where we live. 

It is easier to use public transport or bikes in 

cities. It is harder in rural villages and on islands. 

 

 

 

This plan understands differences and explains 

what the Scottish Government is doing to help 

different groups. These groups are people and 

communities, workers, and businesses. 

 

 

 

This plan is helping the Scottish Government 

understand how climate change affects people in 

different ways. We will then use this information 

to make sure we are doing the right things 

 

 

 

We would like to hear your views on this plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

People and Communities 
 

What do we want to do? 
 
 
We will change the transport system so that it 

does not pollute the environment. This will help 

people live healthier lives.  

 

 

 

We want to make sure that communities in 

Scotland can use public transport like buses and 

trains without spending too much money.  

 

 

 

We want the transport system to be safe and 

easy to use.  

 

 

 

It is important that moving to climate friendly ways 

of travel does not cost too much money.  Electric 

vehicles should not cost people too much.  
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What are the issues? 
 

 

Everyone uses transport, it is a big part of 

everyday life. But not everyone in Scotland 

makes the same amount of harmful gases by 

travelling.  

 

 

 

Households with more money are much more 

likely to travel by car. Poorer people are more 

likely to use public transport to get to work, 

school, or college. 

 

 

 

We must travel less by car. This must be done 

fairly. Car use can be bad for us and where we 

live. This can impact some people more than 

others. 

 

 

 

People with more money are also much more 

likely to fly in planes, which is bad for the 

environment.  
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In rural and island places, transport costs are 

much higher. People living in these places can 

experience the effects of climate change more.  

 

 

 

Travelling can also be harder for disabled people.  

 

 

 

Our transport plan gives Scotland a chance to fix 

problems. It can make sure that every community 

in Scotland can travel safely and in a way that is 

good for the environment.  
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What are we doing to fix these issues?  
 

 

These are some of the important things we are 

already doing to help the transport transition.  

 

 

 

The Scottish Government has already spent £500 

million on helping people travel in more active 

ways such as walking or by bike 

 

 

  

We spend £2 billion each year on public 

transport. This helps to keep services like trains 

and buses running. We will ask people to use 

buses and trains more. 
 

 

 

To help more people use public transport, we 

made bus travel free for people under 22, 

disabled people and people over 60. 
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We have made a bus group so communities can 

speak to bus companies and councils. This 

means that people’s views about bus services are 

heard.  

 
 
 
 
 
We are making it easier for more people in 

Scotland to use electric cars, especially in rural 

and island areas.  

 

 

 

We have made low emissions zones in 4 Scottish 

cities. A low emission zone is part of a city where 

cars that are bad for the environment are not 

allowed in. 
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What are we doing to fix these issues?  
 
 
 
The Scottish Government are already making 

sure that people can learn the skills they need. 

This includes learning how to repair electric 

vehicles.  

 

 

 

There has been lots of work done to make sure 

that colleges have the right courses. People can 

learn how to repair environmentally friendly 

vehicles. 

  

 

 

We also want to make sure that across Scotland, 

more people (especially women and girls) can do 

science and technology courses in school, 

college or university.   

 

 

 

We want to make sure that companies working in 

transport are helping people of different 

backgrounds get jobs. Companies also need to 

make sure their workers have the right skills for 

the future. 
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Businesses and Organisations 
 
What do we want to do for businesses and organisations?   

 

 

It is important that companies can change all their 

cars and vans to electric. It is important that this 

can be done in a way that is not too expensive.  

 

 

 

Another challenge is helping companies with 

bigger vehicles like lorries and buses move to 

cleaner vehicles.  

 

 

 

As the transport system becomes more 

environmentally friendly, we want to make sure 

that companies of all sizes in the transport sector 

can still be successful.  

 

 

 

We also want to make sure that Scotland and its 

businesses become well known for their 

environmentally friendly transport.   
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What are the issues?   
 

 

Businesses can have lots of vehicles. It will be 

very important to make sure that they can move 

to electric cars and vans easily.   

 

 

 

Another big challenge is making sure companies 

can change their heavy-duty vehicles (HDVs) like 

lorries over to cleaner fuel. This can be expensive 

and can take a long time.   

 

 

 

Companies that use HDVs are often small 

businesses. Small businesses find it harder to 

buy replacement lorries.  

 

 

 

The Scottish Government is looking at which 

kinds of businesses need the most support to 

help them move over to electric vehicles.  
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What are we doing to fix these issues?   
 
 
The Scottish Government will work with 

businesses to take climate action and help 

 the economy to be bigger.  

 

 

 

One of the main things we are doing is helping 

companies pay for electric vehicles in a way they 

can afford.  

 

 

 

We have provided £16 million though a fund to 

help install electric vehicle chargers at homes and 

workplaces.  

 

 

 

We have created a fund to help businesses in low 

emission zones. Business owners can use this to 

help change their vehicle to be more 

environmentally friendly.  
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Our low carbon transport scheme helps poorer 

households, households in rural and island areas, 

and taxi drivers to buy electric vehicles.  

 

 

 

We are helping businesses change to 

environmentally friendly vehicles. We are making 

it cheaper for councils to buy electric cars, vans, 

buses and trucks.   
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Consultation 
 

 

A Just Transition Plan should listen to people who 

will be affected by climate change. We have 

already spoken to over 1,000 people to hear their 

thoughts and include them in this plan. 

 

 

 

We are launching a consultation for this plan. 

This means we will have events with the public 

and an online website for people to respond. 

 

 

 

The consultation will let us improve the plan when 

we publish the final version.  

 

 

 

We are looking for people to tell us what they 

think of this plan by 19 May.  
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If you would like to tell us how you feel about this 

Just Transition plan, you can do so via the 

Scottish Government's consultation website, 

Citizen Space. You can do this at the following 

link: https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-

change-directorate/draft-just-transition-plan-for-

transport/ 

 

https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-just-transition-plan-for-transport/
https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-just-transition-plan-for-transport/
https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-just-transition-plan-for-transport/


© Crown copyright 2025

This publication is licensed under the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0 except 
where otherwise stated. To view this licence, visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/version/3 or write to the Information Policy Team, The National 
Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to 
obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned.

This publication is available at www.gov.scot 

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at 

The Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG

ISBN: 978-1-83691-370-2 (web only)

Published by The Scottish Government, February 2025

PPDAS1445266 (02/25)

w w w . g o v . s c o t

http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3
mailto:psi%40nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.gov.scot
http://www.gov.scot

