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	1. Name the policy, and describe its overall aims.

This draft document is an initial assessment of the impact of Scotland’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) Strategy and the Scottish Government will continue to review and update this document where required during the implementation process. Any future iterations will reflect an increased understanding of these impacts as the amount of data and research available continues to grow.

This impact assessment should be read in conjunction with the Equalities Impact Assessment, Fairer Scotland Duty Assessment and the Island Communities Impact Assessment (Screening).  

The purpose of Scotland’s AI Strategy is to support the development and use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI in Scotland. 

This will enable AI to contribute to making Scotland:

Fairer 
Ensuring that our Values are embedded in our approach to adoption of AI

Greener
Enabling us to make better use of resources and develop new, low carbon industries

More Prosperous
Empowering innovation with confidence building on a foundation of public trust, empowering our workforce and creating high value jobs

Outward Looking
Engaging with global partners that share our values, forging partnerships and contributing to tackling shared challenges



	2.  What aspects of the policy will affect children and young people up to the age of 18?

While descriptions abound, we define AI as:

Technologies used to allow computers to perform tasks that would otherwise require human intelligence, such as visual perception, speech recognition, and language translation.

AI is a broad discipline. It is a group of complementary technologies, including data-driven techniques, which are evolving constantly. For this reason, our Strategy will not focus on any individual trends or innovations. However, one of the most discussed areas of AI are algorithms, which we define as: 

A series of instructions for performing a calculation or solving a problem, especially with a computer. They form the basis for everything a computer can do, and are therefore a fundamental aspect of all AI systems.

The Strategy will look beyond the technology itself to focus more closely on AI’s role in our society. Much of what we take for granted today happens because AI is working behind the scenes, driving change and technological innovation on an unprecedented scale. However, the use and adoption of AI should be on our terms if we are to build trust between the people of Scotland and AI.

We recognise that AI presents specific challenges and opportunities for children. They interact with AI in many ways, but these systems are often not designed with their specific needs in mind. Today children live in a world where AI can help to improve their lives and, at the same time, has the potential to become a negative influence.

AI is cross-cutting in nature, and our Strategy will reflect this. Therefore, nearly all aspects of the Strategy will affect children and young people.


	3. What likely impact – direct or indirect – will the policy/measure have on children and young people?

Today’s children are going to live much of their lives in a world where AI is everywhere – at home, at school, at work. AI is and will be used to influence what books children should read, what friends they should make, what they should study, whom they should go out with, what jobs they should apply for and how they are selected for these. AI impacts children’s lives even before they are born, because it also impacts the lives of their parents.

Those complex and interrelated issues will be discussed in more detail in other parts of this CRWIA.



	4. Which groups of children and young people will be affected?

All children and young people will be affected individually to some extent, directly or indirectly. But AI will not affect equally different groups of children and young people. AI has the potential to make a positive impact on everyone’s life, but also to exacerbate existing inequalities. A successful, fair and inclusive Strategy will therefore require sustained attention to its impact on different groups, including intersectionality considerations, both in its development and implementation.



	5. Will this require a CRWIA?

Yes.
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