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1. Key Points 
This bulletin presents Official Statistics in Development on an accused person’s 
criminal justice journey time from the date that an offence is known by the police to 
case conclusion or verdict date. The bulletin also provides insights into the length of 
different stages of the justice journey. The bulletin uses two datasets supplied by 
the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) and the Scottish Courts 
and Tribunal Service (SCTS) covering the time period April 2017 to March 2025.  

The data contained in this bulletin allow us to make observations about the average 
length of journey times in general, as well as how these journey times have 
changed over time.  

The criminal justice system in Scotland is designed to ensure that justice is 
delivered fairly and in line with the rule of law. It involves a series of stages, 
beginning with the reporting the offence to the police, investigation of a crime, 
followed by decisions on prosecution, court proceedings, and, where appropriate, 
sentencing and rehabilitation. The diagram in figure 1 below illustrates these key 
stages, showing how a case progresses through the system and highlighting the 
roles of different agencies involved. It also provides a visual representation of the 
times associated with each stage, which will be referenced and discussed 
throughout the text. 

Figure 1: Criminal Justice stages, showing how a case progresses through 
the system and highlighting the roles of different agencies involved and the 
time associated with each stage. 

Information about the Criminal Justice journey. 
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New information in this bulletin on the date an offence is reported to the police (the 
“police known date”) enables the identification of historical offences. It also allows 
calculation of the time between an offence becoming known to the police and the 
date when the case is closed by COPFS or when a verdict is issued in the criminal 
courts. This is the period of the case accused’s journey time that Scottish criminal 
justice system organisations can influence. From now on, this bulletin will focus on 
this justice system dependent journey time and its stages. 

However, information relating to the time since an offence was committed will 
continue to be available in the accompanying interactive dashboard. The 
dashboard is available at the following link: 

Journey times in the Scottish Criminal Justice System interactive dashboard 

In general the analysis shows: 

 In 2024-25, the percentage of accused whose case was closed by COPFS or 
who got a verdict in court within one year of the date the offence was 
reported to the police increased (by 5% to 87% for COPFS and 6% to 70% 
for court) when compared to 2023-24. 
 

 As expected, median journey times for accused persons in solemn cases are 
longer than those for accused in summary cases. Median journey times in 
2024-25 were around 2 years 4 months in High court, 1 year 5 months in 
Sheriff solemn courts and around 7 months in Sheriff summary court. 
 

 Overall median journey times decreased compared to 2023-24, by 32 days in 
High Court, 29 days in Sheriff solemn court and 11 days in Sheriff summary 
court. 
 

 As in previous years, the key factor influencing the overall journey time in 
solemn courts is the time from when the case is reported to COPFS to when 
it is registered in court.  

 
 Compared to 2023-24, in 2024-25, median COPFS report to court registration 

time decreased by 1 day (0%) in High Court and increased by 6 days (2%) in 
Sheriff solemn court. 

 
 Compared to 2023-24, in 2024-25, median court registration to verdict time 

decreased by 4% in High Court (to 10 months) and decreased by 20% to 91 
days in Sheriff solemn court. 

 

 As in previous years, the key factor influencing the overall journey time in 
Sheriff summary court, is the time from court registration to verdict. In 2024-
25 the median court registration to verdict time was around 4 months. 
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 There are significant variations in journey times depending on type of crime 
committed. The longest journey times are for case accused charged with at 
least one sexual crime and a verdict issued in High court. In 2024-25, the 
median journey time in these situations was 2 years and 11 months. This is 
an increase of 2% (22 days) from 2023-24.  

 In the majority of crime types, median journey times decreased in 2024-25 
compared to 2023-24. However, there was an increase in median journey 
times in the latest financial year for: Rape & attempted rape (+4%), Other 
sexual crimes (+20%), Shoplifting (+1%), Fraud (+2%), Fire-raising (+6%), 
Vandalism (+4%), Crimes against public justice (+15%) and Other crimes 
against society (+10%). 
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2. Introduction 
This bulletin presents information on the time taken from the date the police are first 
aware of an offence (the “police known date”) and the date of case conclusion or 
verdict for persons accused of criminal charges. This is the third annual publication 
in a series of official statistics in development bulletins on this topic. Analysis will 
develop over time in line with user needs.  

The time taken for an accused to progress through the justice system between an 
offence becoming known to the police and case conclusion or verdict will include: 

 police investigation time,  
 COPFS time in processing the reported crime and preparing for court where 

relevant,  
 then finally for the accused whose case progresses to court, the court time in 

hearing and disposing the case. This stage can involve multiple contributors 
including: SCTS, COPFS, Police Scotland, defence solicitors, SLAB etc. 

For the purposes of this bulletin,” journey time” is considered to be the time which 
the justice system can directly impact ie the time between the date that the police 
are aware of an offence and the time that the case is closed or the accused 
receives a verdict in court (“police known to case closed” time or “police known to 
verdict” time). However, the time from when an offence is committed to when it is 
reported to the police (“offence to police known” time), the time from when the 
offence is committed to when the case is closed by COPFS (“offence to case 
closed” time) and the time from an offence being committed to when a verdict is 
issued in the criminal courts (“offence to verdict” time), will be shown in the 
supplementary tables and the accompanying interactive tool. The dashboard is 
available at the following link: 

Journey times in the Scottish Criminal Justice System interactive dashboard 

 The journey times of two categories of accused are presented here: 

i) those that are reported by the police or another reporting agency to COPFS 
and are disposed by COPFS either because they have decided that no 
action should be taken or an alternative to prosecution (e.g. a warning letter 
or a fiscal fine) is issued and, 

ii) accused that COPFS decide should be prosecuted in court. 
 
 

Related Publications 
 
An initial report on the link between Journey Time and a number of demographic 
characteristics including ethnicity, gender and age is available here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/journey-times-in-the-scottish-criminal-justice-
system-analysis-of-equality-factors-of-accused-disposed-in-court/ 
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We continue to develop this, with a follow up report analysing the effects of equality 
factors and crime type  planned for 2026-27. 

An Official Statistics in Development Publication for Scotland 

These statistics are official statistics in development. Official statistics in 
development may be new or existing statistics, and will be tested with users, in line 
with the standards of trustworthiness, quality, and value in the Code of Practice for 
Statistics. 

In the next year, Justice Analytical Services will develop these statistics in line with 
the Code of Practice for Statistics in order to have them accredited as Official 
Statistics. 

Scottish Government statistics are regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation 
(OSR). OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of 
Practice for Statistics that all producers of official statistics should adhere to. 

More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 
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3. Background 
The information presented in this bulletin illustrate some of the key trends in journey 
times for accused persons in the Scottish criminal justice system. For the purposes 
of this bulletin, a journey through the criminal justice system begins when the police 
is aware of an offence and ends when COPFS close the case or with the accused’s 
verdict and sentencing in courts, if applicable. Therefore, depending on the nature 
and severity of the charges involved, an accused can leave the criminal justice 
system via COPFS or at court.  

The original purpose of this bulletin was to report on journey times for victims of 
Sexual crimes. Therefore, Sexual crimes are prioritised throughout this bulletin. 
This is different from other published justice statistics in Scotland which consider 
Non-sexual crimes of violence before Sexual crimes. Sexual crime can involve 
historic offences resulting in a lengthy investigation time.  While not covered 
extensively in this bulletin, the journey times on other crimes are explored in detail  
in the published dashboard (Journey times in the Scottish Criminal Justice System 
interactive dashboard). 

When an incident is reported to the police, they begin by considering whether a 
crime has been committed. If a crime has been committed and a suspect is 
identified, then police will follow one of three routes: decide that no further action is 
necessary, issue a fixed penalty notice or recorded police warning (police direct 
measures) or submit a report to COPFS. In cases where a police direct measure is 
issued, the time from an individual being cautioned or charged with an offence to 
being issued with a direct measure is usually short, if not immediate. This may 
allow for increased use of police direct measure as a disposal for low level 
offending in the future. Due to the rapid disposal of these cases, they are therefore 
not included in the scope of this bulletin. If a report is submitted to COPFS, the 
procurator fiscal will decide how to proceed with the case. This can involve taking 
no action (e.g. where there is not enough evidence), issuing a Fiscal direct 
measure (e.g. alternative to prosecution, fiscal fine or warning letter) or submitting 
the case for prosecution in court. 

This bulletin uses two datasets supplied by COPFS and SCTS covering the time 
period April 2017 to March 2025 to calculate overall journey times and different 
stages. Both datasets consist of management information derived from live 
operational databases and as such may be subject to minor changes over time. 
The data sets have been subject to each organisation’s internal quality assurance 
procedures before being used for this analysis. Using these data sets, the bulletin 
presents information on median times (along with the 90th percentile time and 
number of accused, provided in the Supplementary tables) for accused persons 
from the “police known date” to the date that the case is closed by COPFS or they 
are disposed in court (i.e. the accused is given a verdict).  

An issue involving the extraction times of the data included in this bulletin has been 
resolved. This issue has caused a delay in the publication of this bulletin and will 
cause future bulletins to be delayed by 6 months. The issue meant that some cases 
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where one charge was disposed before another more serious charge were missed. 
This impacted the overall numbers of cases but internal QA work showed that 
median journey times were not significantly changed. Therefore, previous bulletins 
in this series have not been revised. The 2025-26 bulletin will be published by the 
end of 2026.  

As with many other areas, the COVID-19 pandemic caused significant disruption 
and presented significant challenges for the operation of the justice system. Under 
emergency legislation enacted following the onset of the pandemic, the statutory 
time in which different parts of a criminal case had to be concluded were extended. 
Compliance with public health measures during the pandemic influenced operations 
across the criminal justice system. The Lord Advocate issued revised guidelines on 
the use of police custody, and the courts had to close for extended periods or 
operate at reduced capacity. The necessity for non-essential court business to be 
suspended and the need for social distancing rules to be considered as courts re-
opened will have lengthened case journey times. In addition, the effects of the 
pandemic on police and COPFS workforces may also have impacted the growth in 
system backlogs and case journey times. The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
have added significantly to the age profile of business in hand which in turn will 
affect journey lengths. 

Changes to court backlogs, as well as structural changes within the Scottish Courts 
and Tribunals Service, may be reflected in journey times. 

During 2024–25, Summary Case Management (SCM) remained in the early stages 
of rollout and was not fully implemented until January 2026. As such, any changes 
in median registration-to-verdict times in Sheriff Court summary cases should not 
be interpreted as reflecting the impact of SCM. 

The effects of SCM, together with the reintroduction of statutory time-bar limits to 
their pre-COVID durations in September 2025, are expected to become evident in 
future bulletins. 

This bulletin does not seek to explain the reasons for changes in journey times. 
Individual justice organisations are best placed to provide insight into the factors 
driving any such changes. 
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4. Data and methodology  
A case may have multiple accused with multiple charges. For cases disposed of by 
COPFS, the journey time is taken to be the time between the earliest date when 
any charge against the accused is reported to the Police (“police known” date) and 
the date when the whole case was closed by COPFS. The dates when the case 
was reported to and closed by COPFS are used to calculate the COPFS report to 
case closed times.  

Where COPFS decide that there should be no action against an accused, but 
action is taken against other accused in the same case, the case will remain open 
until all accused have reached a disposal. 

Figures for accused given a direct measure cover those where the initial decision 
was to offer a direct measure. In some cases, the direct measure may have been 
refused and may not therefore have been the final disposal for the accused. Again, 
in a multi accused case, the case will not be closed until all of the accused have 
reached a disposal. 

The same approach is used to calculate the times for accused disposed in court. 
Journey time is defined as the period between the earliest date on which any of the 
accused’s charges is reported to the police (“police known” date) in a specific case 
and the date of the final verdict. (verdict date is only extracted when all charges 
have received a verdict). Time from police known to COPFS report was calculated 
using the earliest police known date (in a case) and the date when the case was 
reported to COPFS (“COPFS report” date). COPFS report date and the date on 
which the accused’s case was registered in SCTS (“court registration” date), were 
used to calculate the COPFS report to court registration time. For solemn cases, 
court registration date is the date the indictment was registered rather than the date 
of appearance on petition. The time from court registration to verdict was calculated 
using the date on which the accused’s case was registered in SCTS and the latest 
verdict date. The supporting tables provide the median times for each chart with the 
addition of the 90th percentile times as an indicator of range and the number of 
case-accused associated with that time. Note that the methodology used to count 
the number of accused and classify them in crime groups is different to that used in 
the Criminal Proceedings in Scotland official statistics. Comparison with Criminal 
Proceedings data is not advised as the statistics presented here are calculated 
differently and based on a different data source.  

Some case-accused have been excluded from the calculation of the median and 
90th percentile times due to missing or inconsistent dates (0.2% for cases closed 
by COPFS and 6% for accused prosecuted in Scottish criminal courts). 

It should be noted that throughout the bulletin where a court type is referred to this 
indicates the destination or final court of the accused. Accused may move from one 
court type to another during their journey. 
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Where an accused is part of a multi-accused case, the case may be heard in a 
court type which appears inappropriate for one or more accused. For example, 
there are cases where an accused has only miscellaneous offence charges and 
they appear in a solemn court. In such situations, there may be a co-accused with 
more severe charges being tried in the same case. 

To calculate journey times by crime group, all the charges present when an 
accused was registered with SCTS were mapped to a crime code. These crimes 
were then classified in groups defined in the new crime classification as described 
in Recorded Crime in Scotland, 2021-2022. 

One of the primary aims of this publication was to determine journey times for 
victims of sexual crime, therefore the methodology outlined below prioritises 
charges which relate to Sexual crimes. Allocation of accused to a crime group 
follows the stepwise methodology outlined below: 

1: if any of the charges against the accused is a sexual crime (Group 2) then that 
accused is included in the sexual crime group, 

2: of the remaining (non-Group 2) accused, if any of their charges include a Group 
1 crime, then they are classified in the Non-sexual crimes of violence group (Group 
1),  

3: of the remaining accused, if any of their charges include a Group 3 crime, then 
they are classified in the Crimes of dishonesty group (Group 3). 

The same steps are followed for Damage and reckless behaviour (Group 4), 
Crimes against society (Group 5), Antisocial offences (Group 6), Miscellaneous 
offences (Group 7) and Road traffic offences (Group 8). This bulletin does not 
include times for offences (Group 6, 7 and 8). These are included in the supporting 
interactive dashboard:  

scotland.shinyapps.io/sg-scottish-criminal-justice-system-journey-times-dashboard/ 

Note that each accused will be counted once for each case in which they appear 
and will only appear in one crime group for that case, i.e. the journey time for an 
accused with a Sexual crimes (Group 2) charge at registration and a Non-sexual 
crimes of violence (Group 1) charge at registration will be included in the median 
journey time for Sexual crimes and not for non-sexual crimes of violence. 

In assigning an accused in a single crime group using this methodology, there will 
always be a small number of occasions where the accused appears in a particular 
crime group that appears counterintuitive e.g. if an accused is charged with a minor 
sexual crime and serious assault, they will appear in the Sexual crimes group when 
the serious assault charge may have more impact on their journey time. For 
example, of 508 people accused of murder between 2017-18 and 2024-25 
considered in this analysis, there were only 14 people (3%) who also committed a 
sexual crime and will have been classified in the sexual crime group according to 



12 
 

the methodology applied in this bulletin. Such a small number of cases does not 
influence median journey times.   

This same methodology is followed when disaggregating crime groups into crime 
types, with Sexual crimes being prioritised (the crime type ranking used is shown in 
Table 2 of annex B). Then, allocation to a crime type follows the usual hierarchy set 
out in other JAS publications: if any of the charges against the accused is a Rape & 
attempted rape charge then that accused is included in the Rape & attempted rape 
crime type. Of the remaining accused, those with at least one Sexual assault 
charge will be classified in the Sexual assault crime type and so on for the rest of 
the Sexual crime types. Thereafter, the remaining accused are allocated to a crime 
type using the same methodology. 

The list of the crime types in each of the crime groups can be found here: 

Recorded Crime in Scotland, 2021-2022  and in table 3 of annex B.  

Categories where the numbers of accused are small (<2 per month) have been 
removed from the charts, dashboard and supplementary tables to avoid disclosure.  

For each of the subsets of times under consideration, median times for the year 
2024-25 will be compared to the previous year (2023-24) to determine what change 
has occurred in the most recent period.  

Analysis of median times means that less weight is attributed to long journey times, 
the addition of the 90th percentile time indicates the distribution of times. 

Median journey times (in days) are quoted as this measurement is less sensitive to 
outlying observations than a mean time would be. Please note that medians should 
not be added and that we would not expect the sum of the median number of days 
of all the stages to be the same as the total median number of days from police 
known to verdict. 

All information on Justice of the Peace courts is available in the supplementary 
tables and in the supporting interactive dashboard. To help minimise the size of this 
bulletin, commentary on JP courts is minimal. 
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5. Accused offered COPFS disposals 
[Supplementary Tables 1 and 2] 

When police report a case to COPFS, the Procurator Fiscal decides if the accused 
should be prosecuted. In that situation, the Procurator Fiscal (PF) will raise 
proceedings against the accused in court. If the PF decides that court proceedings 
are not justified then COPFS can mark the accused in one of two ways: i) COPFS 
can issue a direct measure as an alternative to prosecution, for example a warning 
letter, a conditional fixed penalty, a fiscal fine or diversion from prosecution or ii) the 
case can be closed with no action taken by COPFS (if for example there is 
insufficient evidence to justify prosecution).  

This section reports on the journey times of accused for whom COPFS decide not 
to raise proceedings in court. 

Figure 2 shows the number of accused whose cases were closed by COPFS, along 
with the percentage of those who had their cases closed within 1 year and over 1 
year since police were first aware of the charges (represented by colours). 

The number of accused whose case was closed by COPFS decreased from 84,351 
in 2017-18 to 63,470 in 2020-21. In 2021-22 the number increased again to 69,797, 
before declining to a stable level of around 67,000 in the most recent years. 

The percentage of accused reported to COPFS and not marked for prosecution in 
court that had their cases closed within one year since the offence was reported to 
the police has been falling since 2019-20 but increased slightly over the last two 
years (from 80% in 2022-23 to 82% in 2023-24 to 87% in 2024-25, figure 2). 
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Figure 2: Percentage of accused whose case was closed by COPFS within 
one year has been increasing during the last two financial years. 

Number of accused whose case was closed by COPFS and percentage 
(represented by colours) of those cases closed within 1 year, and over 1 year since 
police were first aware of the charges by financial year. 

 

Median times from police known date to COPFS report, COPFS report to case 
closed and police known to case closed are shown in Figure 3.  
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Figure 3: Median journey times for accused offered COPFS disposals have 
decreased in the latest financial year.  

Median police known to COPFS report, COPFS report to case closed and police 
known to case closed times for accused with cases closed by COPFS direct 
measures and no action by financial year. 

 

 

In general median journey times for accused persons with a COPFS “No action” 
marking were longer than for accused persons marked for direct measures (e.g. a 
warning letter or a fiscal fine), especially during financial years 2021-22 and 2022-
23. This difference decreased in financial year 2023-24 and in 2024-25 the median 
journey time was 113 days for cases marked no action and 153 days for cases 
marked for direct measures. 

In 2024-25, the median journey time for cases marked by COPFS for no action 
decreased by 50 days (-31%) when compared to 2023-24, for cases marked as 
direct measures, the decrease was 5 days (-3%). 

Times from police known to COPFS report are similar for accused marked as direct 
measures or no action. The time from police known to COPFS report has been 
increasing since 2020-21 but during the last year decreased from 77 days in 2023-
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24 to 69 in 2024-25 (for accused marked as no action) and from 73 to 69 days (for 
accused marked as direct measures). 

COPFS report to case closed times decreased from 21 days in 2023 -24 to 14 days 
in 2024-25 for accused marked no action and increased from 58 to 60 days for 
accused marked as direct measures. 
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6. Overview of times for accused that 
proceed to court 

[Supplementary Table 3] 

When the procurator fiscal decides to raise court proceedings against the accused 
then the accused will be registered in court. This may result in a summary 
prosecution (in Sheriff or Justice of the Peace (JP) court) or a solemn proceeding 
(in either Sheriff court or High court). 

When an accused is registered in court, several outcomes can occur:  

 the accused is convicted, either after pleading guilty or being found guilty 
after evidence has been heard in Court,  

 an acceptable plea short of plea of guilty as libelled is accepted (partial plea), 

 the accused is acquitted following a not guilty or a not proven verdict,  

 the accused has their plea of not guilty accepted by the prosecutor, or 

 the case against an accused is deserted i.e. the Crown decides to not 
proceed with a prosecution at that time (though they may in some cases 
decide to prosecute at a future date). 

Those convicted of a crime or offence in court can be admonished, given an ‘other’ 
disposal, a fine, a community disposal, or a custodial sentence. More information 
on these outcomes of criminal proceedings can be found here: 

Criminal Proceedings in Scotland statistics - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

Figure 4 shows the number of accused who proceeded to court and received a 
verdict, along with the percentages of these cases (represented by colours) in 
which a verdict was reached within 1 year and over 1 year since police were first 
aware of the charges. 

The number of accused who proceeded to court and received a verdict fell from 
around 100,000 in 2017-18 to 50,000 in 2020-21. In the most recent years, this 
figure has increased again to around 90,000. 

Up to and including 2019-20, 85-86% of accused proceeded against in criminal 
courts had a disposal issued within one year of the offence being committed (Figure 
4). This fell to 59% in financial year 2021-22 but has been increasing in the last two 
years reaching 70% in 2024-25. 
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Figure 4: Percentage of accused receiving a verdict within one year since 
police were first aware of the charges have been increasing in the last two 
financial years. 

Number of accused who proceeded to court and received a verdict, along with the 
percentages of these accused (represented by colours) in which a verdict was 
reached within 1 year and over 1 year since police were first aware of the charges 
by financial year. 
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7. Journey times for accused prosecuted in 
courts by court type 

[Supplementary Table 4] 

As noted above, type of court refers to the final destination court of a case, cases 
can move between court types over their journey time. 

Figure 5 shows the median journey time by court type for each financial year. 
Median journey times decreased in all court types in 2024-25 when compared to 
2023-24: -4% for High Court (from 890 to 858 days), -5% in Sheriff solemn court 
(from 539 to 510 days), -5% in Sheriff summary court (from 223 to 212 days) and -
6% in Justice of the Peace court (from 278 to 261 days). 

Figure 5: Journey times have decreased during the latest financial year for all 
court types. 

Median police known to verdict time by type of court and financial year. 

 
The median journey times described above include all accused that have been 
prosecuted in criminal courts. However, if the accused fails to appear, the court 
may issue an arrest warrant, which can lead to an increase in the time taken to 
issue a verdict. Supplementary Table 5 (and in the supporting interactive 



20 
 

dashboard: Journey times in the Scottish Criminal Justice System interactive 
dashboard) shows median journey times broken down by type of court and warrant 
status, that is if the accused had ever had a non-appearance warrant on the case. 
In general, for all courts, median journey times are higher if there is a non-
appearance warrant connected with the case. In 2024-25 the median journey time 
for accused with a non-appearance warrant was 14 months, for accused without a 
non-appearance warrant the median time was 8 months. (Supplementary Table 5).  

All information on Justice of the Peace courts is available in the supplementary 
tables and in the supporting interactive dashboard, commentary on JP courts is not 
included in this bulletin.  
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8. Times for journey stages for accused 
prosecuted in courts 

[Supplementary Table 6] 

The data available allow for overall journey times to be split into: date an offence is 
first known to police to the date an offence is recorded at COPFS (police known to 
COPFS record), the date an offence is recorded at COPFS to the date a case is 
registered in court (COPFS report to court registration) and the date a case is 
registered in court to the date a verdict is reached (court registration to verdict). The 
first 2 of these times can be considered pre-court times and the final time is an in-
court time. We have also provided in the supplementary table 6 and in the 
supporting interactive dashboard the time from offence date to the date an offence 
is first known to police (offence to police known).  

Median times for each of these stages are shown in figure 6. Although the pre-court 
times are not directly linked to the type of court, they are shown by court destination 
as they contribute to the overall length of time a case takes to reach a verdict in a 
particular court type. 

The median police known to COPFS report time for accused with verdicts issued in 
High Court was on average 5 days until 2021-22 but had increased to 13 days in 
2023-24, before decreasing to 11 days in 2024-25. For accused with verdicts 
issued in Sheriff solemn court the median police known to COPFS report time has 
remained around 3 days, increasing in 1 day in 2024-25. For accused with verdicts 
issued in Sheriff summary court, police known to COPFS report time has almost 
doubled, increasing from around 6 days in 2019-20 to 11 days in 2024-25.  

The median time from COPFS report to court registration is, in general higher, for 
accused with verdicts issued in solemn courts than for accused disposed in sheriff 
summary court. For accused disposed in solemn courts COPFS report to court 
registration times have remained more or less stable in 2024-25 compared to 2023-
24: decreasing by 1 day (0%) to 491 days in High Court and increasing by 6 days in 
Sheriff solemn court (2%) to 313 days. COPFS report to court registration times for 
accused disposed in Sheriff summary courts increased by 3 days (14%) to 25 days.  

In-court times (court registration to verdict) saw a decrease in 2024-25 compared to 
2023-24 in all court types except for Sheriff summary where times slightly 
increased: times in High Court decreased by 14 days (-4%) to 315 days, Sheriff 
solemn court decreased by 23 days (-20%) to 91 days, Sheriff summary court 
increased by 4 days (3%) to 121 days. 
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Figure 6: In 2024-25, median police known to COPFS report time has 
remained stable in all courts, median COPFS report to court registration 
times remained stable in High Court, increasing slightly in Sheriff courts, 
while median court registration to verdict times have decreased in all courts 
except for Sheriff summary where times increased slightly.  

Median time for stages of the justice process by destination court (High court, 
Sheriff solemn and Sheriff Summary) and financial year. 
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9. Journey times for accused prosecuted in 
courts by crime group 

The types of crime committed by the accused affect the journey time. Analysis by 
crime group follows the methodology outlined in the methods section above.   

9.1. Sexual crimes (Group 2) 

[Supplementary Table 7] 

Figure 7 shows the median police known to verdict time by court type for accused 
included in the Sexual crimes group. This graph shows median journey times 
decreased in Sheriff solemn and Sheriff summary courts and increased in High 
court in 2024-25 when compared to 2023-24: times in High Court increased by 22 
days (2%) to 1,069 days, decreased by 18 days (-3%) to 560 days in Sheriff solemn 
court and decreased by 24 days (-7%) to 321 days in Sheriff summary court. 
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Figure 7: Journey times for accused in the Sexual crimes group increased 
slightly in the latest financial year for accused with verdicts in High Court and 
decreased for those with verdicts in Sheriff courts. 

Median police known to verdict times for accused in the Sexual crimes group by 
court type and financial year. 

 
 

As described in a previous publication (Journey times in the Scottish Criminal 
Justice System: 2023-24 - gov.scot), the availability of new information has made it 
possible to identify historic offences and to provide insights into their effect on 
different stages of the justice journey. A historic offence is defined as one where 
more than one year elapses between the date of the offence and the date on which 
it is first reported to the police. 

Historic cases, by definition, take longer to progress through the justice system than 
non-historic cases. As outlined in the previous bulletin, the impact of historic 
offences is most evident when considering the full offence to verdict journey time. 
However, even when focusing on the police known to verdict, journey times can still 
be influenced by the proportion of historic offences reaching a verdict, as well as by 
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the time taken for such cases to progress from the police to COPFS and from 
COPFS to the courts. 

In 2024-25 there were 1,789 (3%) historic offences across crime groups 1 to 5 (see 
Annex B for details). The proportion of historic offences was highest within the 
sexual crime group (Group 2), where 22% of all offences were historic. In the 
remaining crime groups this ranged from 0-4%.   

The proportion of accused associated with historic crimes within the Sexual crimes 
group (Group 2) varies by court destination, with solemn procedures receiving a 
higher proportion of accused linked to historic sexual offences. Table 1 presents the 
proportion of accused in solemn court for Sexual crimes that are classified as 
historic in each of the last three years. A small number of cases are excluded from 
this table where the date on which the offence was first reported to the police is not 
available. 

Table 1: Proportion of accused in the Sexual crimes group with offences 
classed as historic has increased in 2024-25 in solemn courts. 

Proportion (%) and number (N) of accused in the Sexual crime group and verdicts 
in solemn courts with offences classed as historic in each of the last three years. 

Court type Financial 
year  

Historic 
(N) 

Historic 
(%) 

Non-
Historic 

(N) 

Non-
Historic 

(%) 

All 
(N) 

High Court 2022-23 200 44% 252 56% 452 
High Court 2023-24 266 48% 294 53% 560 
High Court 2024-25 262 49% 275 51% 537 
Sheriff 
Solemn  

2022-23 160 27% 431 73% 591 

Sheriff 
Solemn  

2023-24 189 25% 562 75% 751 

Sheriff 
Solemn  

2024-25 238 30% 565 70% 803 

 
Median journey times, including police known to verdict, offence to verdict, offence 
to police known, and other justice stages, for accused associated with historic and 
non-historic Sexual crimes are presented in Supplementary Table 7 and the 
accompanying interactive dashboard.  

In 2024–25, the median police known to verdict time for accused associated with 
historic Sexual crimes in High Court was 12% higher than for those associated with 
non-historic Sexual crimes. In Sheriff solemn court, the corresponding difference 
was larger, at 23%, indicating that historic Sexual crimes can take longer to 
progress from police known to verdict. 
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Median times from police known to COPFS report, COPFS report to court 
registration and court registration to verdict for accused classified in the Sexual 
crimes group are shown in figure 8. 

The median time from police known to COPFS report for accused with verdicts 
issued in Sheriff solemn and Sheriff summary court remained more or less stable in 
2024-25 at 9 and 12 days, respectively. For accused with verdicts issued in High 
Court these times are higher but decreased from 78 days in 2023-24 to 71 days (-
9%) in 2024-25.  

Median COPFS report to court registration times are in general higher for accused 
with verdicts issued in solemn courts than for those given a verdict in Sheriff 
summary court. For accused disposed in solemn courts these times have increased 
in 2024-25 compared to 2023-24: by 3 days (1%) to 505 days in High Court and by 
7 days (2%) to 403 days in Sheriff solemn court. Median COPFS report to court 
registration times for accused disposed in Sheriff summary court decreased by 1 
day (-3%) to 28 days in 2024-25. 

In 2024-25, median court registration to verdict time decreased by 4% to 338 days 
in High Court, by 18% to 84 days in Sheriff solemn court and by 8% to 180 days in 
Sheriff summary court. 
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Figure 8: In the Sexual crimes group, in 2024-25, median police known to 
COPFS report times remained stable, median COPFS report to court 
registration times increased slightly in solemn courts but remain stable in 
Sheriff summary court, while median court registration to verdict times 
decreased in all courts.  
 
Median times for journey times stages for accused in the Sexual crimes group by 
court type and financial year. 

 

9.2. Non-sexual crimes of violence (Group 1) 
[Supplementary Table 8] 

Figure 9 shows median police known to verdict times by court type for accused 
included in the Non-sexual crimes of violence group. Median journey times 
decreased in all court types in 2024-25 when compared to 2023-24: from 670 to 
648 days (-3%) in High Court, from 543 to 505 days (-7%) in Sheriff solemn court,  
and from 245 to 227 days (-7%) in Sheriff summary court.  
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Figure 9: Journey times in the Non-sexual crimes of violence group 
decreased in the latest financial year in all court types.  

Median police known to verdict times for accused in the Non-sexual crimes of 
violence group by court type and financial year. 

 

Median times from police known to COPFS report, COPFS report to court 
registration and court registration to verdict for accused in the Non-sexual crimes of 
violence group are shown in figure 10. 

In 2024-25, the median police known to COPFS report was 3 days in High court 
and in Sheriff solemn court and 8 days in Sheriff summary court. 

For Non-sexual crimes of violence median COPFS report to court registration times 
are in general lower for accused with verdicts issued in summary courts than for 
those whose verdicts were issued in solemn courts. For accused disposed in High 
court, COPFS report to court registration time decreased by 1 day to 280 days in 
2024-25, in Sheriff solemn court times increased by 3 days to 288 days and in 
Sheriff summary court times increased by 3 days to 21 days in 2024-25.  

For the Non-sexual crimes of violence group the median court registration to verdict 
time decreased in 2024-25 in all court types: decreasing by 2 days (-1%) to 300 
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days in High Court , by 27 days (-20%) to 111 days in Sheriff solemn court and by 1 
day (-2%) to 147 days in Sheriff summary court.  

Figure 10: In the Non-sexual crimes of violence group, in 2024-25 median 
police known to COPFS report times remained stable in all courts, median 
COPFS report to court registration times slightly decreased in High court and 
slightly increased in sheriff courts while median court registration to verdict 
times decreased in all courts.  
 
Median times for journey stages for accused in the Non-sexual crimes of violence 
group by court type and financial year.  

 

 
 

9.3. Crimes of dishonesty (Group 3) 
[Supplementary Table 9] 

Median police known to verdict times for Crimes of dishonesty accused are shown 
in Figure 11. Median journey times decreased for all courts in 2024-25 compared to 
2023-24: by 11% (from 547 to 487 days) in Sheriff solemn court and by 5% (from 
250 to 238 days) for accused with a verdict issued in Sheriff summary court. The 
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number of accused in High court included in this group were too few to allow for 
comparison. 

Figure 11: In the Crimes of dishonesty group journey times have decreased in 
the latest financial year in solemn and summary courts. 

Median police known to verdict times for accused in the Crimes of dishonesty group 
by court type and financial year.  

 

For this group, police known to COPFS report, COPFS report to court registration 
and court registration to verdict are shown in figure 12. 

In 2024-25, the median time from police known to COPFS report for accused 
receiving a verdict in Sheriff solemn court was 13 days and for accused receiving a 
verdict in Sheriff summary court was 39 days. 

The median COPFS report to court registration time for Crimes of dishonesty 
accused receiving a verdict in Sheriff solemn court remained at 317 days in 2024-
25. The corresponding time in Sheriff summary court increased by 2 days (5%) to 
40 days. 

In the Crimes of dishonesty group, median in-court times (court registration to 
verdict) decreased in 2024-25 compared to 2023-24 by 17 days (-25%) to 50 days 
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in Sheriff solemn court and increased by 7 days (6%) to 115 days in Sheriff 
summary court.  

Figure 12: In the Crimes of dishonesty group, in 2024-25 median police known 
to COPFS report and COPFS report to court registration times remained 
stable in all courts, while median court registration to verdict times decreased 
in Sheriff solemn courts and increased in Sheriff summary courts. 

Median times for journey stages for accused in the Crimes of dishonesty group by 
court type and financial year.  

 

9.4. Damage and reckless behaviour (Group 4) 
[Supplementary Table 10] 

Median journey times for accused in the Damage and reckless behaviour group are 
shown in figure 13. For this group median journey times increased in 2024-25 when 
compared to 2023-24: from 505 to 558 days (10%) in Sheriff solemn court and from 
193 to 201 days (4%) in Sheriff summary court. The number of accused in High 
court included in this group were too few to allow for comparison. 
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Figure 13: In the Damage and reckless behaviour group journey times have 
increased in the latest financial year in solemn and summary courts. 

Median police known to verdict times for accused in the Damage and reckless 
behaviour group by court type and financial year. 

 
 
The median police known to COPFS report times was 3 days for accused receiving 
verdicts in Sheriff solemn court and 8 days in Sheriff summary court. 

Median COPFS report to court registration times for the Damage and reckless 
behaviour group decreased by 6 days (-2%) in 2024-25 to 355 days for those 
accused receiving verdicts in Sheriff solemn court and increased by 2 days (13%) 
to 18 days for those receiving verdicts in Sheriff summary court.  

Median court registration to verdict times for accused receiving a verdict in Sheriff 
solemn court increased by 26 days (38%) to 95 days in 2024-25 compared to 2023-
24 and by 24 days (22%) to 131 days for accused receiving a verdict in Sheriff 
summary court.  
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Figure 14: In the Damage and reckless behaviour group, in 2024-25 median 
police known to COPFS report times remained stable,  COPFS report to court 
registration times decreased in solemn courts increasing slightly in summary 
courts, while median court registration to verdict time increased in both court 
types. 

Median times for journey stages of accused in the Damage and reckless behaviour 
group by court type and financial year. 

 

 

9.5. Crimes against society (Group 5) 
[Supplementary Table 11] 

Figure 15 shows median journey times for accused in the Crimes against society 
group. Median journey times decreased in 2024-25 when compared to 2023-24 in 
solemn courts: down 22% from 816 days (2 years 3 months) to 637 days (1 years 9 
months) in High Court and down 6% from 512 days (1 year 5 months) to 482 days 
(1 year 4 months) in Sheriff solemn court. The median time in Sheriff summary 
court increased 6% from 137 days to 145 days in 2024-25 when compared to 2023-
24. 
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Figure 15: In the Crimes against society group, median journey times 
decreased in the latest financial year in High court and Sheriff solemn court 
and increased in Sheriff summary court. 

Median police known to verdict times for accused in the Crimes against society 
group by court type and financial year. 

 
 
Police known to COPFS report, COPFS report to court registration and court 
registration to verdict times for accused in the Crimes against society group are 
shown in figure 16. 

In 2024-25, median police known to COPFS report times for accused registered in 
High court, Sheriff solemn, Sheriff summary courts were 2, 3, 6 days, respectively.  

In 2024-25, median COPFS report to court registration times for the Crimes against 
society group increased by 8 days (2%) to 361 days for accused with High Court 
verdicts, decreased by 10 days (-3%) to 312 days for accused with Sheriff solemn 
verdicts and increased by 6 days (300%) to 8 days for accused disposed in Sheriff 
summary court.  

In the Crimes against society group, median court registration to verdict time 
increased in 2024-25 compared to 2023-24 in all court types except High Court. in 
Sheriff solemn court increased by 3 days (5%) to 62 days and, in Sheriff summary 
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court by 12 days (18%) to 79 days. In High Court median court registration to 
verdict time decreased by 84 days (-29%) to 203 days in 2024-25. 

Figure 16: In the Crimes against society group in 2024-25, median police 
known to COPFS report times remained stable, COPFS report to court 
registration times increased in High court and Sheriff summary court but 
decreased in Sheriff solemn court, while median court registration to verdict 
times increased in all court types except High Court. 

Median times for journey stages of accused in the Crimes against society group by 
court type and financial year. 
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10. Journey times for accused prosecuted in 
courts: main crimes influencing journey 
times by crime group 

[Supplementary Table 12] 

To better understand how specific crime types impact journey times within each 
crime group, the median police known to verdict times and journey times for each 
stage of the justice process were calculated for each crime type within the main 
crime groups. These results are presented in Supplementary Table 12 and in the 
supporting Journey times in the Scottish Criminal Justice System interactive 
dashboard. Journey times for offences in Antisocial offences, Miscellaneous 
offences, and Road traffic offences crime groups are also included in the interactive 
dashboard. 

As described in the Data and methodology section, each accused is allocated to a 
single crime type by prioritising Sexual crimes and then applying the standard 
methodology used in other JAS publications. For example, the domestic abuse 
group includes only accused persons with no sexual crime charges for whom 
domestic abuse is the highest-ranking non-sexual charge. Consequently, the times 
presented do not refer to all accused with a domestic abuse charge, but only to 
those for whom domestic abuse is the main non-sexual offence. 

For most crime types in the crime groups 1 to 5, median journey times decreased in 
2024-25 compared to 2023-24. Journey times remained stable or decreased for all 
crimes except: Rape & attempted rape, Other sexual crimes, Shoplifting, Fraud, 
Fire-raising, Vandalism, Crimes against public justice and Other crimes against 
society which saw an increase in median journey time. 

Given that detailed journey times for all crime types are available in the tables and 
dashboard, the following sections focus primarily on the crime types that are the 
main drivers of journey times within each crime group. Journey times for other 
relevant crime types are also highlighted where appropriate. 

10.1. Sexual crimes (Group 2) main crimes 

The longest median police known to verdict times for crimes classified in Sexual 
crimes group are for Rape & attempted rape and Sexual assault. 

10.1.1. Rape & attempted rape 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Rape & attempted rape as the main 
crime are shown in Figure 17. 

In 2024-25, the median police known to verdict time for accused with Rape & 
attempted rape offences increased by 4% from 1,026 days (around 2 years and 10 
months) to 1,062 days (around 2 years and 11 months).  
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The median police known to COPFS report time decreased from 73 days (-3%) in 
2023-24 to 71 days in 2024-25.  

Up to 2021-22, median COPFS report to court registration times were around 300 
days before increasing by around two-thirds in 2022-23. In 2024-25 this has 
increased slightly by 4 days (1%) to 505 days compared to 2023-24.  

Median court registration to verdict times have been decreasing since the 
pandemic-related increase in 2021-22 and in 2024-25 decreased by a further 14 
days (-4%) to 336 days.  

Figure 17: For accused persons with Rape & attempted rape as the main 
crime, the median journey time increased in the latest financial year, median 
police known to COPFS report time decreased, median COPFS report to court 
registration time increased slightly and median court registration to verdict 
time decreased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Rape & attempted rape as the main crime by financial year. 

 

Crimes of Rape & attempted rape have the highest proportion of historic offences 
(48% of all Rape & attempted rape accused in financial year 2024-25). The median 
offence to verdict, police known to verdict times and the journey times of the 
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different stages of the justice process for accused with historic and non-historic 
Rape & attempted rape offences are presented in Supplementary Table 13 and in 
the supporting Journey times in the Scottish Criminal Justice System interactive 
dashboard. 

10.1.2. Sexual assault 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for different stages of the 
justice process for accused with Sexual assault as the main crime are shown in 
Figure 18. 

In 2024-25, compared to 2023-24, the median police known to verdict time 
decreased by 34 days (-7%) to 475 days (around 1 year and 4 months).  

Police known to COPFS report times increased by 5% from 21 days in 2023-24 to 
22 days in 2024-25. 

Median COPFS report to court registration times decreased by 20% from 127 days 
in 2023-24 to 102 days in 2024-25.  

Median court registration to verdict times decreased by 11% from 231 days in 
2023-24 to 206 days in 2024-25.  
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Figure 18: For accused persons with Sexual assault as the main crime, the 
median journey time decreased in the latest financial year, median police 
known to COPFS report time increased slightly while median COPFS report to 
court registration and median court registration to verdict times decreased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Sexual assault as the main crime by financial year. 

 
 

10.2. Non-sexual crimes of violence (Group 1) main crimes 

The longest journey times in Non-sexual crimes of violence group are for accused 
charged with Causing death by driving dangerously and Murder and culpable 
homicide. Times for these crimes and crimes prosecuted under the Domestic 
Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 are described below.  

10.2.1. Causing death by driving dangerously 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for different stages of the 
justice process for accused persons with Causing death by driving dangerously as 
the main crime are shown in Figure 19. 

The median journey time for Causing death by driving dangerously has decreased 
by 8% from 809 days in 2023-24 to 745 days in 2024-25. 
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Median police known to COPFS report times in 2024-25 were 260 days increasing 
from 214 days in 2023-24.  

Median COPFS report to court registration time had been increasing but decreased 
by 74 days to 400 days in 2024-25.  

Median court registration to verdict times for accused with Causing death by driving 
dangerously as a main charge increased by 77 days (140%) to 132 days in 2024-
25. 

Figure 19: For accused persons with Causing death by driving dangerously 
as the main crime, median journey time decreased in the latest financial year, 
median police known to COPFS report time increased, median COPFS report 
to court registration time decreased and median court registration to verdict 
time increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Causing death by driving dangerously as the main crime by 
financial year. 

 

 

10.2.2. Murder and culpable homicide 
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The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Murder and culpable homicide as the 
main crime are shown in Figure 20. 

The median journey time for murder and culpable homicide has increased since 
2017-18, but decreased by 9% from 691 days in 2023-24 to 628 days in 2024-25. 

For accused charged with murder and culpable homicide, median police known to 
COPFS report times was 3 days in 2024-25. This has not changed since 2023-24.  

In 2024-25 median COPFS report to court registration time decreased by 4 days to 
274 days.  

Median court registration to verdict times for accused charged with Murder and 
culpable homicide almost doubled in 2020-21 (from 2019-20) to around 340 days 
and have fluctuated around that level since that time.  In 2024-25 the median time 
increased by 21 days (6%) to 358 days. 
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Figure 20: For accused persons with Murder and culpable homicide as the 
main crime, the median journey time decreased in the latest financial year, 
median police known to COPFS report time remained stable, median COPFS 
report to court registration time decreased and median court registration to 
verdict time increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Murder and culpable homicide as the main crime by financial year. 

 

10.2.3. Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 offences 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with offences under Domestic Abuse 
(Scotland) Act 2018 as the main crime are shown in Figure 21. 

An offence under Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 relates to a course of 
conduct. The legislation covers behaviour that took place on or after the date of 
implementation of the legislation on 1 April 2019. Therefore no offence under this 
legislation can have an offence date earlier than 1 April 2019 and it is therefore to 
be expected that the median time for offence to police known will increase over the 
first few years after implementation. 
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Median journey time for crimes charged under the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 
2018 increased after the act was implemented in 2019-20, but decreased during 
the last couple of years, to 287 days in 2023-24 and 270 days (-6%) in 2024-25.  

For accused charged under the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 in 2024-25, 
median police known to COPFS report time was the same as the previous year at 8 
days.  

Median COPFS report to court registration time increased by 9 days to 23 days in 
2024-25. 

However, median court registration to verdict times in 2024-25 decreased by 7 days 
(-5%) to 146 days. 

Figure 21: For accused persons with offences under Domestic Abuse 
(Scotland) Act 2018 as the main crime, the median journey decreased in the 
latest financial year, median police known to COPFS report time remained 
stable, median COPFS report to court registration time increased and median 
court registration to verdict time decreased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with offences under Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 as the main 
crime by financial year. 
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10.3. Crimes of dishonesty (Group 3) main crimes 

The longest journey times in Crimes of dishonesty group are for accused charged 
with Fraud. Below, we describe in detail the overall journey times and the 
justice‑stage times for accused persons whose main crime is Fraud, as well as for 
those whose main crimes are Housebreaking and Shoplifting.  

10.3.1. Fraud 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Fraud as the main crime are shown in 
Figure 22. 

The median journey time for fraud has increased since 2021-22 but decreased in 
2023-24 to 546 days before increasing again by 11 days (2%)  to 557 days in 2024-
25. 

For accused charged with Fraud, median police known to COPFS report times 
increased in 2022-23 to 109 days and again to 128 days in 2023-24 but, decreased 
to 104 days in 2024-25.  

In 2024-25, median COPFS report to court registration time decreased by 40 days 
to 125 days.  

Median court registration to verdict times increased by 61 days (40%) to 212 days 
2024-25. 
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Figure 22: For accused persons with Fraud as the main crime, the median 
journey time increased in the latest financial year, median police known to 
COPFS report time decreased, median COPFS report to court registration 
time decreased and median court registration to verdict time increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Fraud as the main crime by financial year. 

 
 

10.3.2. Housebreaking 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Housebreaking as the main crime are 
shown in Figure 23. 

The median journey time for Housebreaking increased in 2021-22, but it decreased 
in the last couple of years, in 2023-24 to 382 days and again by 45 days (-12%)  to 
337 days in 2024-25. 

The median police known to COPFS report times for Housebreaking was 16 days 
in 2024-25 increasing by 1 day since 2023-24. 

Median COPFS report to court registration times have increased since 2021-22, but 
decreased by 32 days (-29%) to 78 days in 2024-25. 
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Median court registration to verdict times increased by 4 days (4%) to 116 days in 
2024-25.  

Figure 23: For accused persons with Housebreaking as the main crime, the 
median journey time decreased in the latest financial year, median police 
known to COPFS report time was stable, median COPFS report to court 
registration time decreased and median court registration to verdict time 
increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Housebreaking as the main crime by financial year. 

 
 

10.3.3. Shoplifting 
The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Shoplifting as the main crime are 
shown in Figure 24. 

The median journey time for Shoplifting increased in 2020-21 and 2021-22 but had 
decreased to 209 days by 2023-24. This time increased by 3 days (1%) to 212 days 
in 2024-25. 
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Median police known to COPFS report times for this type of crime have more than 
doubled since 2017-18 and reached 51 days in 2023-24 before decreasing to 45 
days in 2024-25. 

Median COPFS report to court registration times have been more or less stable 
during the eight financial years reported on and was 43 days in 2024-25.  

Median court registration to verdict times increased in 2020-21 and 2021-22 and 
then started to decrease. However they increased by 5 days (6%) to 87 days in 
2024-25.   

Figure 24: For accused persons with Shoplifting as the main crime, the 
median journey time increased slightly in the latest financial year, median 
police known to COPFS report time decreased and, median COPFS report to 
court registration and median court registration to verdict times increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Shoplifting as the main crime by financial year. 
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10.4. Damage and reckless behaviour crimes (Group 4) main crimes 

The longest journey time in Damage and reckless behaviour crimes group are for 
accused charged with Fire-raising. Below, we describe in detail the overall journey 
times and the justice‑stage times for accused persons with this crime as main 
offence.  

10.4.1. Fire-raising 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Fire-raising as the main crime are 
shown in Figure 25. 

The median journey time for fire-raising increased by 29 days (6%) to 516 days in 
2024-25. 

Median police known to COPFS report times for this type of crime was 12 days in 
2024-25, increasing from 6 days in 2023-24. 

Median COPFS report to court registration times have decreased by 25 days (-9%) 
to 265 days in 2024-25.  

Median court registration to verdict times increased between 2017-18 and 2022-23, 
before decreasing substantially in 2023-24. Times increased again by 23 days 
(25%) to 115 days in 2024-25. 
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Figure 25: For accused persons with Fire-raising as the main crime, the 
median journey time increased in the latest financial year, median police 
known to COPFS report time increased, median COPFS report to court 
registration time decreased and median court registration to verdict time 
increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Fire-raising as the main crime by financial year. 

 

 
10.5. Crimes against society (Group 5) main crimes 

The longest median police known to verdict times are for accused charged with 
Drugs–Supply and the shortest times are for accused charged with Crimes against 
public justice. 

10.5.1. Drugs – Supply 

The median police known to verdict times and the times for the different stages of 
the justice process for accused persons with Drugs–Supply as the main crime are 
shown in Figure 26. 
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The median journey time for Drugs–Supply increased between 2017-18 and 2022-
23, but it decreased in 2023-24 to 481 days and again by 19 days (-4%) to 462 
days in 2024-25. 

Median police known to COPFS report times for this type of crime were around 10 
days over the three years to 2019-20 but they have generally been increasing over 
the last four reporting years reaching a maximum median time of 25 days in 2022-
23 to, before decreasing to 21 days in 2024-25. 

Median COPFS report to court registration times have been increasing between 
2017-18 and 2023-24 but, in 2024-25 times decreased by 51 days (-27%) to 138 
days.  

Median court registration to verdict times had been increasing since 2019-20 but 
decreased in 2023-24. In 2024-25 they increased by 8 days (4%) to 192 days. 
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Figure 26: For accused persons with Drugs–Supply as the main crime, 
median journey time decreased in the latest financial year, median police 
known to COPFS report time decreased slightly, median COPFS report to 
court registration time decreased and median court registration to verdict 
time increased. 

Median police known to verdict time and median times for different justice stages 
for accused with Drugs–Supply as the main crime by financial year. 
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11. Annexes 
11.1. Annex A 

The following supplementary tables are available alongside this publication in Open 
Document Spreadsheet format. 

Table 2: Supplementary Tables 
Table Title 
Table 1 Number and percentages of accused with cases closed by COPFS within 1 year 

and, over 1 year from police known date by financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 
Table 2 Median times from offence to case closed, police known to case closed, offence 

to police known, police known to COPFS report and COPFS report to case 
closed for accused with cases closed  by COPFS direct measures or no action 
by financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 3 Number and percentages of accused that proceed to court with verdicts within 1 
year and over 1 year from police known date by financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-
25. 

Table 4 Median and 90th percentile times from police known to verdict and offence to 
verdict for accused that proceed to court by destination court and financial year, 
2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 5 Median and 90th percentile times from police known to verdict and offence to 
verdict for accused that proceed to court by destination court, warrant status and 
financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 6 Median and 90th percentile times for stages of the justice process for accused 
that proceed to court by destination court and financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-
25. 

Table 7 Median and 90th percentile times for offence to verdict, police known to verdict 
and stages of the justice process for accused that proceed to court with Sexual 
crimes by destination court and financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 8 Median and 90th percentile times for offence to verdict, police known to verdict 
and stages of the justice process for accused that proceed to court with Non-
sexual crimes of violence by destination court and financial year, 2017-18 to 
2024-25. 

Table 9 Median and 90th percentile times for offence to verdict, police known to verdict 
and stages of the justice process for accused that proceed to court with Crimes 
of dishonesty by destination court and financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 10 Median and 90th percentile times for offence to verdict, police known to verdict 
and stages of the justice process for accused that proceed to court with Damage 
and reckless behaviour crimes by destination court and financial year, 2017-18 
to 2024-25. 

Table 11 Median and 90th percentile times for offence to verdict, police known to verdict 
and stages of the justice process for accused that proceed to court with Crimes 
against society by destination court and financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 12 Median and 90th percentile times for offence to verdict, police known to verdict 
and stages of the justice process for accused that proceed to court by crime 
group, crime type and financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 

Table 13 Journey times for accused that proceed to court with Rape & attempted rape, 
Sexual assault and offences under Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 by 
historic and non-historic offences and financial year, 2017-18 to 2024-25. 
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11.2. Annex B 
The table shows the crime types in each crime group and the ranking that it has 
been used to classified each of the case-accused into different crime groups and 
types. 

Table 3: Crime groups and types ranking used in the analysis. 

Crime 
groups 
ranking 

Crime groups Crime types 
ranking  

Crime types 

1 Sexual crimes 
(Group 2) 

1 Rape & attempted rape 
  2 Sexual assault 
  3 Causing to view sexual activity 

or images 
  4 Communicating indecently 
  5 Threatening to or disclosing 

intimate images 
  6 Indecent photos of children 
  7 Crimes associated with 

prostitution 
  8 Other sexual crimes 
2 Non-sexual 

crimes of 
violence  
(Group 1) 

9 Murder and culpable homicide 
  10 Causing death by driving 

dangerously 
  11 Serious assault and attempted 

murder 
  12 Common assault 
  13 Robbery 
  14 Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 

2018 
  15 Other non-sexual violence 
3 Crimes of 

dishonesty 
(Group 3) 

16 Housebreaking 
  17 Theft by opening lockfast places 
  18 Theft from a motor vehicle 
  19 Theft of a motor vehicle 
  20 Shoplifting 
  21 Other theft 
  22 Fraud 
  23 Other dishonesty 
4 Damage and 

reckless 
behaviour  
(Group 4) 

24 Fire-raising 
  25 Vandalism 
  26 Reckless conduct 

5 Crimes against 
society 
(Group 5) 

27 Crimes against public justice 
  28 and 29 Weapons possession 
  30 Drugs - Supply 
  31 Drugs - Possession 
  32 Other crimes against society 
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Tell us what you think 
We are always interested to hear from our users about how our statistics are used, 
and how they can be improved. 

Correspondence and enquiries  

For enquiries about this publication please contact: 

Justice Analytical Services, E-mail: Justice_Analysts@gov.scot 

For general enquiries about Scottish Government statistics please contact:  

Office of the Chief Statistician, Telephone: 0131 244 0442,  

E-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 

Join our mailing list 

If you would like to receive notifications about statistical publications, or find out 
about consultations on our statistics please join the ScotStat mailing list.  

Future publications 

Details of future publications can be found on our forthcoming publications page. 

 


