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Summary 
 

• In 2025, 12,303 tonnes of common mussel were produced for the table 
market. This represents the highest level of common mussel production 
recorded in Scotland. 

• Pacific oyster shells production for the table market amounted to 2.5 million 
shells in 2025. 

• Common mussel and Pacific oyster continued to be the main species 
produced, both in terms of tonnage and value.  

• Production of common mussels and Pacific oyster each increased by 5% 
compared with 2024. 

• Native oyster production decreased by 7% from 170,000 shells to 158,000 
shells in 2025. 

• King scallop production increased by 4%, from 23,000 shells to 24,000 shells 
in 2025. Production of queen scallops is not reported due to low levels of 
production and a small number of producers. 

• The number of common mussel production sites with sufficient spat 
settlement increased by 15% from 97 sites to 112 sites in 2025. 

• Employment decreased by 6% compared with the previous year, with 227 full-
time, part-time and casual staff employed within the sector during 2025. 

• The first sale value of the Scottish shellfish farming sector was estimated at 
£15.1 million, representing an 8% increase of compared with 2024.  

• For shellfish health purposes, 110 out of 272 sites were inspected during 
2025 under a risk-based surveillance programme. Further details can be 
found at Marine Directorate, Fish Health Inspectorate, Surveillance 
Programme - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

• Movement restrictions remain in place for the presence of Bonamia ostreae at 
Loch Sunart and the Dornoch Firth in Highland region, West Loch Tarbert and 
Lynn of Lorne, Loch Creran and Loch Etive in Strathclyde region. 

• Great Britain maintained disease free status with regard to Bonamia ostreae, 
Marteilia refringens and ostreid herpesvirus-1 microvariant (OsHV-1 µvar), 
with the exception of specific compartments under movement restrictions. Any 
increased unexplained mortality at farm sites must be reported immediately to 
Marine Directorate, Fish Health Inspectorate (see Enquiries, page 30). 
  

https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/surveillance-programme/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/surveillance-programme/
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Introduction to the year 2025 survey 
 
This report is based on the returns of an annual survey questionnaire sent to all 
active authorised shellfish farming businesses in Scotland. These are Official 
Statistics published by the Marine Directorate in accordance with the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics. The cooperation of the shellfish farming sector is 
gratefully acknowledged.  
 
Production survey questionnaires were sent to 90 businesses registered as active 
during 2025 (Supplementary Questionnaire Documentation). During 2025, five 
businesses surrendered their authorisation. Data relating to production carried out 
in Na h-Eileanan Siar will be labelled as the Western Isles to maintain consistency 
with historical data sets. A single business located within the Dumfries and 
Galloway region continues to be included with the Strathclyde regional level 
statistics to protect individual business information.   
 
The survey showed that, of the 90 businesses authorised at the end of 2025, 58 
recorded sales during that year. These 90 authorised businesses farmed 272 active 
sites, of which 163 (60%) placed shellfish on the market. Shellfish production by 
business and site is presented. 
 
May 2026 

 

An Official Statistics Publication for Scotland 

 
These statistics are official statistics. Official statistics are statistics that are 
produced by crown bodies, those acting on behalf of crown bodies, or those 
specified in statutory orders, as defined in the Statistics and Registration Service 
Act 2007. 
 
Scottish Government statistics are regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation 
(OSR). OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of 
Practice for Statistics that all producers of official statistics should adhere to. 
 
More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 
 
 
 

  

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/code-of-practice-for-statistics/
https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/code-of-practice-for-statistics/
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
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Production 
The shellfish species cultivated in Scottish waters in 2025 are shown in table 1. 

Table 1. Shellfish species surveyed in this report and their 

corresponding scientific name. 

 

Common name Scientific name 

Common mussel: Mytilus spp. 

Pacific oyster: Magallana gigas (also known as Crassostrea gigas) 

Native oyster: Ostrea edulis 

King scallop Pecten maximus 

 
In 2025, production was dominated by common mussel and Pacific oyster, although 
small quantities of king scallop and native oyster were also produced. The 2025 
production data for each species by region are given in tables 2 and 3. There were 
other shellfish produced during 2025 but these were not reported due to the low 
levels and low number of producers.  
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Table 2. Scottish regional shellfish production for the table for 2025. 

Values are shown in tonnes for common mussel, and thousands of shells for Pacific 
oyster, native oyster and king scallop.  

Note: Table = sales directly for human consumption. Individual values have been 
rounded to whole numbers of tonnes for common mussel, and to thousands of 
shells for other species. ‘All Scotland’ values are summed regional values. 
Conversion to weight used the following assumptions (based on sector figures): 
individual oysters averaged 80g; individual scallops averaged 120g.   

Region Common 
mussel 
(tonnes) 

Pacific oyster 
(thousands of 
shells) 

Native oyster 
(thousands of 
shells) 

King scallop 
(thousands of 
shells) 

Highland 1,082 257 0 24 

Orkney 0 200 1 0 

Shetland 10,461 4 4 0 

Strathclyde 506 1,548 151 0 

Western Isles 254 529 2 0 

All Scotland 12,303 2,538 158 24 

Weight (tonnes) 12,303 203 13 3 

 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 1 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Table 3. Scottish shellfish production for on-growing 2025. 

Values are shown in tonnes for common mussel and thousands of shells for Pacific 
oyster, native oyster and king scallop. 

Note: On-growing = sales to other businesses for on-growing. Individual values 
have been rounded to whole numbers of tonnes for common mussel, and to 
thousands of shells for other species. ‘All Scotland’ values are summed regional 
values.  

Region Common 
Mussel 
(tonnes) 

Pacific Oyster 
(thousands of 
shells) 

Native Oyster 
(thousands of 
shells) 

King Scallop 
(thousands of 
shells) 

Highland 3 0 5 0 

Orkney 0 0 0 0 

Shetland 1,851 0 0 0 

Strathclyde 4 79 9 0 

Western Isles 309 0 0 0 

All Scotland 2,167 79 14 0 

 

Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 1 

Trends in common mussel production for table and on-growing in Scotland are 
shown in chart 1, whilst trends in Pacific oyster production for table and on-growing 
in Scotland are shown in chart 2. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Chart 1. Trends in production for common mussel for the table and on-

growing 2016-2025. 

Table production is shown by the upper green dashed line, and on-growing 
production by the lower dark grey solid line. Production is measured in tonnes. 

Common mussel production in tonnes. 

 

Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 2 

 
  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Chart 2. Trends in production for Pacific oyster for the table and on-

growing 2016-2025. 

Table production is shown by the upper green dashed line, and on-growing 
production by the lower dark grey solid line. Production is measured in thousands 
of shells. The data for this figure are shown in the supplementary data. 

Pacific oyster production in thousands of shells. 

 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 2 

 
  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Trends for table production for native oyster and king scallop are illustrated in chart 
3. Trends in on-growing production for native oyster and king scallop are illustrated 
in chart 4. 

Chart 3. Trends in production for other species for the table 2016-2025.  

The upper red dashed line shows native oyster production for table use, and the 
lower solid purple line shows king scallop production for table use. Production is 
measured in thousands of shells. The data for this figure are shown in the 
supplementary data. 

Number of other species production in thousands of shells. 

 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 2 
 

 
  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Chart 4. Trends in production for other species for on-growing 2016-

2025.  

The upper red dashed line shows native oyster production for on-growing, and the 
lower solid purple line shows king scallop production for on-growing. Production is 
measured in thousands of shells. The data for this figure are shown in the 
supplementary data. 

Number of other species production in thousands of shells. 

 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 2 

Common mussel production, for the table, increased by 5% in 2025 (see chart 1) from 
11,690 to 12,303 tonnes. This is the highest level of mussel production recorded in 
Scotland. The greatest regional contribution to mussel production was from Shetland, 
accounting for 10,461 tonnes (85%) of Scotland’s total. Pacific oyster production for the 
table increased by 5% from 2024 (from 2,418,000 to 2,538,000 shells). Table production of 
native oysters decreased by 7% while table production of king scallops increased by 4%. 
Historical data for all shellfish species show that production levels vary year on year. This 
can be due to a number of different factors such as poor spat fall, algal toxins, poor 
growth, adverse weather and fluctuations in market prices.  
 
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout the year. Their value at first sale was 
estimated from the following figures obtained from the shellfish farming sector. These vary 
with demand, level of production and geographical area of origin. The average price of 
Pacific oyster was £0.59 per shell; native oyster, £0.78 per shell; king scallop, £2.71 per 
shell; and common mussel £1,088 per tonne. The value of the table trade is estimated 
from the production figures shown in Table 2 and 3. 

Common mussel: £13.4 million  Pacific oyster: £1.5 million 
Native oyster:  £0.1 million  King scallop:  £0.07 million  

In 2025, the total value at first sale for all species was calculated at approximately 
£15.1 million, an increase of 8% from the £14.0 million estimated value in 2024. 

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Businesses and sites 
The numbers of authorised and active shellfish farming businesses in 2025 was 90. 
This number has steadily declined in the last ten years from a value of 138 in 2016, 
dropping 35% over the decade. There were many sites that held stock not yet ready for 
market, others were fallow, and some were located in remote areas where cost-effective 
production and marketing of shellfish proved difficult. In 2025,163 sites produced shellfish 
for sale, a decrease of 8% from 2024 (178), with 60% of these sites located in Shetland. 

Table 4. Authorised and active businesses 2016-2025 by region. 

Region 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Highland 47 48 45 44 43 41 38 35 33 30 

Orkney 3 2 3 5 5 4 4 2 2 2 

Shetland 25 23 23 23 24 24 23 20 21 21 

Strathclyde 49 45 45 43 41 40 37 36 35 29 

Western Isles 14 14 14 14 12 11 11 10 9 8 

All Scotland 138 132 130 129 125 120 113 103 100 90 

 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 3. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Chart 5. Active and producing farm sites by region 2025.  

The blue bars show the number of active farm sites and the green bars show the 
number of producing farm sites by region. 

Note: A business may produce more than one species and in more than one 
region. Active = Farm sites in a production growing cycle which may contain stock 
or be fallow. Producing = Farm sites placing shellfish on the market for the table 
and/or on-growing.  

Number of active and producing sites.   

 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 4. 
 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Figure 1. Regional distribution of active and producing shellfish sites in 

2025. 

The map shows the geographical distribution of active shellfish farm sites in each 
region. Due to symbol overlap in areas of high site density, individual sites cannot 
be reliably counted from the map; therefore, regional totals are provided, with the 
number of producing sites given in brackets. A single business located within the 
Dumfries and Galloway region continues to be included within the Strathclyde 
regional statistics to protect individual business confidentiality. 

 

There were four Several Orders in place for scallop fisheries in 2025 (see figure 1) 
all of which were located in the Highland region.  
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Figure 2. Proportion of businesses producing each shellfish species by 

region, in 2025. 

Pie charts show the proportion of businesses producing common mussel, king 
scallop, native oyster, and Pacific oyster in 2025 across Shetland, Strathclyde, 
Orkney, Highland, and Western Isles, illustrating regional differences in species 
production. 
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Chart 6 shows number of businesses by region and by species with table 
production, chart 7 with on-growing production and chart 8 with no production. 
Many businesses cultivate more than one species on site, a practice made possible 
by similar cultivation techniques. For example, Pacific oyster can be grown with 
native oyster, and mussel with Pacific oyster. The highest proportion of Pacific 
oyster businesses are located in Strathclyde while the highest proportion of mussel 
businesses are in Shetland. 

Chart 6. Number of businesses by region and by species - production 

for table in 2025.  

The chart shows the number of businesses producing shellfish for table use by 
species and region. Regions surveyed are Highland, Orkney, Shetland, Strathclyde 
and the Western Isles, and species shown are common mussel, king scallop, native 
oyster and Pacific oyster. Production figures represent the number of businesses 
operating in each category. 

Number of businesses. 
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Chart 7. Number of businesses by region and by species - for on 

growing to other producers.  

The chart shows the number of businesses supplying shellfish for on-growing to 
other producers by species and region. Regions surveyed are Highland, Orkney, 
Shetland, Strathclyde and the Western Isles, and species shown are common 
mussel, king scallop, native oyster and Pacific oyster. There was no production for 
on-growing in Orkney. Figures represent the number of businesses operating in 
each category. 

Number of businesses. 
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Chart 8. Number of businesses with no production by region and by 

species. 

The chart shows the number of shellfish businesses with no production by species 
and region. Regions surveyed are Highland, Orkney, Shetland, Strathclyde and the 
Western Isles, and species shown are common mussel, king scallop, native oyster 
and Pacific oyster. Figures represent the number of businesses operating in each 
category. 

Number of businesses. 
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Chart 9. Business production levels for common mussel 2025. 

The chart shows the number of businesses producing common mussel, grouped by 
annual production level. Production categories range from >0–10 tonnes to over 
300 tonnes. Figures represent the number of businesses within each production 
category. 

Number of businesses. 

 

Chart 10. Business production levels for Pacific oyster 2025. 

The chart shows the number of businesses producing Pacific oyster, grouped by 
annual production level. Businesses are categorised by production volumes ranging 
from >0–10,000 shells to over 300,000 shells. Figures represent the number of 
businesses within each production category. 

Number of businesses. 
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There were 12 businesses producing more than 200 tonnes of common mussel, 
this was one more than in 2024. These 12 businesses produced 90% (11,098 
tonnes) of the total common mussel production in Scotland. There were two 
businesses that produced more than 300,000 Pacific oysters. The production from 
these businesses accounted for 44% (1,110,000 shells) of the Scottish Pacific 
oyster total. 

For king scallop, one business produced >0-10,000 shells and one produced 
10,000-20,000 shells. For native oyster, five businesses produced >0-10,000 shells 
and one produced 100,000-200,000 shells. 
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Spat settlement  
Following discussions between the Association of Scottish Shellfish Growers and 
the Marine Directorate, a spat collection question was introduced to the 2013 
survey. It focused on common mussel spat collection and asked whether a site was 
used for spat collection and, if so, whether spat settlement was sufficient for 
production purposes.  

Responses were received from 219 (100%) of the sites authorised for common 
mussel production in 2025. One hundred and twenty-seven (58%) of these were 
spat collection sites, 112 (88%) of which reported that they had sufficient spat 
settlement for production purposes. Insufficient spat settlement on sites may 
require movement of common mussel to that site which increases the risk of 
introduction or spread of diseases. 

Chart 11. Common mussel spat settlement, 2016-2025.  

The chart shows trends in the number of spat collection sites on common mussel 
farms and whether the quantity of spat collected is sufficient to meet farm 
requirements. The green dashed line represents the number of spat collection sites, 
and the solid dark grey line represents the number of sites reporting sufficient spat. 
Figures represent the number of sites each year. 
 
Number of sites. 

 
 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 5. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents


22 

Employment 
The shellfish farming sector employed 103 full-time and 124 part-time and casual 
staff during 2025. Two casual staff did not disclose their sex, these individuals were 
included in the total staff numbers but excluded from the sex-based breakdown 
statistics.  

Compared with 2024, the number of part-time and casual female staff increased in 
2025, while the number of full-time staff, part time male and casual male staff all 
decreased. The regional breakdown of employment is given in charts 13 and 14. 
Overall, total employment in Scottish shellfish farming sector decreased by 6%, 
from 241 in 2024 to 227 in 2025.  

Chart 12. Number of staff employed in shellfish production in all 

Scotland. 

The chart shows the distribution of staff by employment type and sex. 

Number of staff. 
 

 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 6. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Chart 13. Number of male staff employed in each Scottish region. 

The chart shows the number of male staff employed in the shellfish production 
sector by region and employment type. 

Number of staff. 

 

Chart 14. Number of female staff employed in each Scottish region. 

The chart shows the number of female staff employed in the shellfish production 
sector by region and employment type. 

Number of staff. 

 

 
 
Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary 
Tables, Table 7. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Health influences on the shellfish farming 

sector 
A risk based surveillance programme targeting 110 shellfish site inspections 
was undertaken during 2025. On these visits, facilities, stock health, bio-
security measures plans, movement records and details required for 
authorisation were checked. Records were checked remotely for a further 37 
sites.  

Most of the reported mortalities during 2025 were attributed to: predation from 
wild ducks, starfish, crabs, urchins and oystercatchers; fouling by sea squirts; 
adverse weather conditions including storms and temperature extremes; 
damage due to grading and handling and from natural causes. Reports of 
high, unexplained shellfish mortalities generated two shellfish diagnostic cases 
during 2025. Results of diagnostic investigations showed no association with 
listed (notifiable) diseases. It is the responsibility of shellfish farmers to inform 
the Marine Directorate of any abnormal or unexplained shellfish mortality on 
their sites (see Supplementary Questionnaire Documentation, Survey 
Guidance Notes).   

Approved disease-free zone status for infection with Bonamia ostreae, 
Marteilia refringens and ostreid herpesvirus-1 microvariant (OsHV-1 µvar) 
continued to protect the health of both wild and farmed susceptible shellfish 
stocks in Scotland’s waters (For further information see Marine Directorate, 
Fish Health Inspectorate, Movement Restrictions on Fish and Shellfish - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

The coastline of Great Britain is recognised as free from infection with Marteilia 
refringens. However, movement restrictions remain in place on the River 
Tamar (Cornwall–Devon boundary). 

The coastline of Great Britain is also recognised as being free from infection 
with Bonamia ostreae, except the following areas which are covered by 
movement restrictions: 

• Loch Sunart in Highland region; 

• Dornoch Firth in Highland region; 

• West Loch Tarbert in Strathclyde region;  

• Lynn of Lorne, Loch Creran and Loch Etive in Strathclyde region; 

• the south coast of Cornwall and Devon from Lizard to Start Point;  

• the coast of Dorset, Hampshire and Sussex from Portland Bill to Selsey 
Bill; 

• the coast of Kent and Essex from North Foreland Lighthouse to 
Landguard Point;  

• the area along the coast of Pembrokeshire from St Ann’s Head to 
Linney Head, including the tidal waters of the East and West Cleddau 
river; 

• Menai Strait. 

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/movement-restrictions-on-fish-and-shellfish/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/movement-restrictions-on-fish-and-shellfish/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/movement-restrictions-on-fish-and-shellfish/
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See figure 3 for maps of areas under movement restrictions for Bonamia 
ostreae  in Scotland. 

The whole coastline of Great Britain is recognised as free from OsHV-1 μvar 
except for the following areas: 

• Essex, Kent and Suffolk (Felixstowe to Ramsgate); 

• Humber Estuary; 

• Butley Creek, Suffolk; 

• Poole Harbour in Dorset; 

• the River Teign and River Exe in Devon. 

Movements and imports of shellfish species susceptible to infection by 
Marteilia refringens, Bonamia ostreae and OsHV-1 μvar, into the Great British 
health zone, must originate from another zone or country recognised as free of 
that disease and are required to be accompanied by a health certificate. 
Movements are allowed from disease free areas to non-approved areas, as 
well as those for direct human consumption without re-immersion in any other 
sea water areas. 

In 2025, there was a continued demand for Pacific oyster spat in Scotland. 
The shellfish farming sector should be aware of the increased disease risk with 
the introduction, movement and deposit of stock on site and the importance of 
ensuring good bio-security practices when sourcing shellfish from other areas. 
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Figure 3. Map of movement restrictions in place for the presence of 

Bonamia ostreae (designated areas in yellow). 

The map shows areas in Scotland where movement restrictions are in place due to 
the presence of Bonamia ostreae, highlighted in yellow. Designated areas include 
Loch Sunart, Dornoch Firth, West Loch Tarbert, and the Lynn of Lorne, Lochs 
Creran and Etive.  

Note: Other confirmed designations are in place for the presence of Bonamia 
ostreae and other listed diseases in the Great Britain zone. Please contact the 
Marine Directorate Fish Health Inspectorate if you have any queries about shellfish 
consignments from England and Wales. For futher information see Controls of fish 
and shellfish diseases in England and Wales on GOV.UK 

 

Loch Sunart Dornoch Firth

West Loch Tarbert
Lynn of Lorne,
Lochs Creran & Etive

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-fish-or-shellfish-diseases#control-areas-for-notifiable-disease-outbreaks
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-fish-or-shellfish-diseases#control-areas-for-notifiable-disease-outbreaks
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Scottish Marine Regions 
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 introduced integrated management of Scotland's 
seas. The creation of a National Marine Plan, as required by the Act, sets the wider 
context for planning within Scotland including what should be considered when 
creating regional marine plans. Eleven Scottish Marine Regions have been created 
under the Act (figure 4) which cover sea areas extending out to 12 nautical miles.  

To support the development of Regional Marine Plans by Regional Marine Planning 
Partnerships, tonnages/shell numbers and financial values of annual shellfish 
production for common mussel and Pacific oysters have been calculated for the 
regions defined under the Act.  

Figure 4. Map shows locations of Scottish Marine Regions.  

The map shows the boundaries and names of the Scottish Marine Regions 
established under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. 
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In order to maintain commercial confidentiality, common mussel production values 
for Argyll & Clyde, and the West Highlands, Moray Firth & the North Coast were 
merged. Similarly, Pacific oyster production for the West Highlands & the North 
Coast and Orkney Islands & Shetland Isles were also required to be merged. 
 
Other shellfish species including native oyster (Argyll & Solway) and king scallop 
(Argyll & West Highlands) were produced, however, these figures cannot be 
attributed to Scottish Marine Regions due to commercial confidentiality. All Scotland 
data for Other shellfish species can be found in Data Source: Scottish Shellfish 
Farm Production Survey 2025, Supplementary Tables, Table 8. 
 
The data for charts 15-18 can be found in  Data Source: Scottish Shellfish Farm 
Production Survey 2024, Supplementary Tables, Tables 9 and 10. 

Chart 15. Common mussel production by Scottish Marine Region 

(Tonnage). 

The chart shows annual common mussel production tonnage by Scottish Marine 
Region. For confidentiality reasons, production data for some regions are presented 
as merged regional groupings. 

Common mussel production (tonnes). 

 
  

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
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Chart 16. Common mussel production by Scottish Marine Region (Value 

in GBP). 

The chart shows the annual value of common mussel production by Scottish 
Marine Region. For confidentiality reasons, production values for some regions are 
presented as merged regional groupings. 

Common mussel production value in thousands (GBP). 
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Chart 17. Pacific oyster production by Scottish Marine Region (in 

thousands of shells). 

The chart shows annual Pacific oyster production by Scottish Marine Region, 
measured in thousands of shells. For confidentiality reasons, production data for 
some regions are presented as merged regional groupings. 

Pacific oyster production (number of shells in thousands). 
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Chart 18. Pacific oyster production by Scottish Marine Region (Value in 

GBP). 

The chart shows the annual value of Pacific oyster production by Scottish Marine 
Region. For confidentiality reasons, production values for some regions are 
presented as merged regional groupings. 

Pacific oyster production value in thousands (GBP). 
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Supplementary Tables 
The following supplementary tables are available for download alongside this 
publication in Excel format. 

• Table 1: Scottish shellfish production by region in tonnes or numbers of 
shells for 2025 

• Table 2: Total Shellfish production for the table and for on-growing between 
1986 and 2025 

• Table 3: Total number active businesses between 1985 and 2025 and 
number of active businesses 2016-2025 by region.  

• Table 4: Number of active sites and producing sites in 2025 

• Table 5: Mussel spat settlement between 2016 and 2025 

• Table 6: Employment between 2009 and 2025 

• Table 7: Regional employment in 2025 

• Table 8: Other shellfish production and value between 2016 and 2025 

• Table 9: Common Mussel production and value by Scottish Marine Region 
between 2016 and 2025 

• Table 10: Pacific oyster production and value by Scottish Marine Region 
between 2016 and 2025 

Glossary 
Active Sites    Farms in a production growing cycle which may contain 

stock or be fallow. 

Inactive sites  Farms not in a production cycle, without stock and not to 
be used by the company in the foreseeable future. 

Authorised business Any shellfish production business authorised under 
Regulation 6 of the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) 
Regulation 2009 (as amended). See the Marine 
Directorate website for more details: Marine Directorate, 
Fish Health Inspetorate - Gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

Several Order   An area of the seabed severed from the public right to fish, 
in order to conserve or enhance named shellfish stocks. 

 

Data and Methodology 

How to access the data 

The data can be accessed via the supplementary tables: Scottish Shellfish Farm 
Production Survey 2025, Supplementary Tables 

Also for an interactive visual tool, the data can be accessed via a Shiny App: 

Data Visualisation App: Scottish Aquaculture Production Survey Shiny 

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/fish-health-inspectorate/
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/sg-aquaculture-production-surveys/
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How the data was collected 

The data for this report have been collected via a questionnaire sent out to all 
authorised active shellfish businesses (Supplementary Questionnaire 
Documentation).  

Value and inflation adjustment (calendar year) 

Production values are presented in real terms. They have been adjusted to 2025 prices 
using 2025 calendar year GDP deflators at market prices. This accounts for inflation and 
makes it simpler to compare values across a time series. 

Quality Assurance 

Reported data are subject to a series of validation checks. Where necessary, 
responses are referred back to the respondent for clarification. The published 
figures represent aggregated reported data. The survey return rate for the 2025 
reporting year was 100%. 

Tell us what you think 
We are always interested to hear from our users about how our statistics are used, 
and how they can be improved. 

Enquiries 

For enquiries about this publication please contact: 
 
Lorna Munro/Joanne Murphy 
Marine Directorate 
E-mail: MD.Productionsurvey@gov.scot 
Telephone: 0131 244 2500 
 
For enquiries relating to shellfish health please contact: 
 
Fish Health Inspectorate 
Marine Directorate 
E-mail: MS.fishhealth@gov.scot 
Telephone: 0131 244 3498 
 
For general enquiries about Scottish Government statistics please contact: 
 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@gov.scot 
 
More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 

http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781807752101/documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-march-2026-quarterly-national-accounts
mailto:MS.fishhealth@gov.scot
mailto:statistics.enquiries@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
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Join our mailing list 

If you would like to receive notifications about statistical publications, or find out 
about consultations on our statistics please join the ScotStat mailing list.  

Future publications 

Details of future publications can be found on our forthcoming publications page. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotstat-register-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
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