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Key points 
The police in Scotland recorded 305,925 crimes in the year ending September 
2025. This was 2% higher than the 300,136 crimes recorded in the year ending 
September 2024, and 3% higher than the 297,712 crimes recorded in the year 
ending September 2021. 

It should be noted that the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, and associated 
measures to limit social contact, had an impact on both the type and volume of 
crime recorded between March 2020 and the lifting of final legal restrictions in April 
2022. Within this bulletin, the impact can be seen in year ending September 2021. 

In the year ending September 2025: 

• Non-sexual crimes of violence were 3% higher compared to the year ending 
September 2024 (increasing from 71,004 to 73,033 crimes), and 14% higher 
compared to the year ending September 2021 (increasing from 64,147 to 
73,033 crimes). 

• Sexual crimes were 7% higher compared to the year ending September 2024 
(increasing from 14,651 to 15,704 crimes), and 12% higher compared to the 
year ending September 2021 (increasing from 14,052 to 15,704 crimes). 

• Crimes of dishonesty were <1% higher compared to the year ending 
September 2024 (increasing from 112,324 to 112,830 crimes), and 26% 
higher compared to the year ending September 2021 (increasing from 89,385 
to 112,830 crimes). 

• Damage and reckless behaviour was 4% lower compared to the year ending 
September 2024 (decreasing from 40,011 to 38,569 crimes), and 12% lower 
compared to the year ending September 2021 (decreasing from 43,831 to 
38,569 crimes). 

• Crimes against society were 6% higher compared to the year ending 
September 2024 (increasing from 62,146 to 65,789 crimes), but 1% lower 
compared to the year ending September 2021 (decreasing from 66,436 to 
65,789 crimes). 

The number of offences recorded by the police in Scotland in the year ending 
September 2025 was 189,019. This is 3% higher than the 184,084 offences 
recorded in the year ending September 2024, and 2% higher than the 185,863 
offences recorded in the year ending September 2021. 

• Antisocial offences were 4% higher compared to the year ending September 
2024 (increasing from 49,609 to 51,804 offences), but 7% lower compared to 
the year ending September 2021 (decreasing from 55,517 to 51,804 
offences). 

• Miscellaneous offences were 1% lower compared to the year ending 
September 2024 (decreasing from 14,200 to 14,038 offences), but 7% higher 
compared to the year ending September 2021 (increasing from 13,118 to 
14,038 offences). 
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• Road traffic offences were 2% higher compared to the year ending September 
2024 (increasing from 120,275 to 123,177 offences), and 5% higher 
compared to the year ending September 2021 (increasing from 117,228 to 
123,177 offences). 
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Introduction 
This quarterly Accredited Official Statistics bulletin presents information on the 
number of crimes and offences recorded by the police in Scotland for the year 
ending September 2025. The statistics cover a rolling 12-months of activity, up to 
the end of the latest quarter, and include a comparison with the equivalent four 
previous years. Quarterly statistics bulletins were introduced to inform users about 
the volume and type of crimes and offences recorded in Scotland on a more 
frequent basis than the existing annual Recorded Crime in Scotland Accredited 
Official Statistics. 

The latest annual Recorded Crime in Scotland bulletin, covering the 2024-25 
reporting year, was published on 24 June 2025. Users should refer to the annual 
Accredited Official Statistics for longer term time series analysis, statistics on cyber-
crimes and clear-up rates, and more detailed contextual information regarding the 
production of the recorded crime statistics - including governance arrangements, a 
description of their quality, background methodologies and changes to recording 
practice. 

Statistics on crimes and offences recorded by the police provide a measure of the 
volume of criminal activity with which the police are faced. Crimes recorded by the 
police do not reveal the incidence of all crimes committed as not all crimes are 
reported to the police. The other main source of crime statistics in Scotland is the 
Scottish Crime and Justice Survey (SCJS), a national survey of adults (aged 16 
and over) living in private households, which asks respondents about their 
experiences and perceptions of crime. 

Information on the crime grouping structure is available in the 2024-25 Accredited 
Official Statistics bulletin. 

An Accredited Official Statistics Publication for Scotland 

These statistics are accredited official statistics. The Office for 
Statistics Regulation has independently reviewed and 
accredited these statistics as complying with the standards of 
trustworthiness, quality, and value in the Code of Practice for 
Statistics. 

These statistics were accredited in September 2016. The 
accreditation notice is available to view on the OSR website. 

Accredited official statistics are called National Statistics in the Statistics and 
Registration Service Act 2007. 

Scottish Government statistics are regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation 
(OSR). OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of 
Practice for Statistics that all producers of official statistics should adhere to. 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2024-25/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/scottish-crime-and-justice-survey/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/accredited-official-statistics/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Letter-of-Confirmation-at-National-Statistics-Assessment-Report-288.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
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More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
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Main findings 
Figure 1. Crimes of dishonesty remain the largest crime group by volume and 
Road traffic offences remain the largest offence group by volume. 

Crimes and offences recorded by Police Scotland, by crime group, year ending 
September 2021 to 2025. 

 

Crimes recorded by the police 

In the year ending September 2025, the police recorded 305,925 crimes. This was 
2% (or 5,789 crimes) higher than the 300,136 crimes recorded in the previous year, 
and 3% higher than the 297,712 crimes recorded in the year ending September 
2021. 

Non-sexual crimes of violence 

The number of Non-sexual crimes of violence in the year ending September 2025: 

• were 3% (or 2,029 crimes) higher compared to the previous year (increasing 
from 71,004 to 73,033 crimes), and 

• were 14% (or 8,886 crimes) higher compared to the year ending September 
2021 (increasing from 64,147 to 73,033 crimes). 
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Within this: 

• Murder and culpable homicide decreased by 2% compared to the previous 
year (from 48 to 47 crimes), and decreased by 13% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 54 to 47 crimes). 

• Death by dangerous driving increased by 21% compared to the previous year 
(from 47 to 57 crimes), and increased by 36% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 42 to 57 crimes). 

• Serious assault and attempted murder decreased by 6% compared to the 
previous year (from 3,149 to 2,971 crimes), and decreased by 16% from the 
year ending September 2021 (from 3,548 to 2,971 crimes). 

• Common assault increased by 3% compared to the previous year (from 
59,092 to 60,809 crimes), and increased by 13% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 53,920 to 60,809 crimes). 

• Robbery decreased by 6% compared to the previous year (from 1,894 to 
1,777 crimes), but increased by 7% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 1,661 to 1,777 crimes). 

• Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 crimes increased by 22% compared to 
the previous year (from 2,313 to 2,817 crimes), and increased by 64% from 
the year ending September 2021 (from 1,716 to 2,817 crimes).  

• Other non-sexual violence increased by 2% compared to the previous year 
(from 4,461 to 4,555 crimes), and increased by 42% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 3,206 to 4,555 crimes). 

Sexual crimes 

The number of Sexual crimes in the year ending September 2025: 

• were 7% (or 1,053 crimes) higher compared to the previous year (increasing 
from 14,651 to 15,704 crimes), and 

• were 12% (or 1,652 crimes) higher compared to the year ending September 
2021 (increasing from 14,052 to 15,704 crimes). 

Within this: 

• Rape and attempted rape increased by 11% compared to the previous year 
(from 2,746 to 3,043 crimes), and increased by 25% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 2,436 to 3,043 crimes). 

• Sexual assault increased by 4% compared to the previous year (from 4,991 to 
5,202 crimes), and increased by 11% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 4,701 to 5,202 crimes). 

• Causing to view sexual activity or images increased by 7% compared to the 
previous year (from 2,207 to 2,357 crimes), and increased by 7% from the 
year ending September 2021 (from 2,197 to 2,357 crimes). 
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• Communicating indecently increased by 8% compared to the previous year 
(from 1,522 to 1,644 crimes), and increased by 6% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,553 to 1,644 crimes). 

• Threatening to or disclosing intimate images increased by 15% compared to 
the previous year (from 753 to 869 crimes), and increased by 5% from the 
year ending September 2021 (from 831 to 869 crimes). 

• Indecent photos of children increased by 24% compared to the previous year 
(from 756 to 936 crimes), and increased by 37% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 685 to 936 crimes). 

• Crimes associated with prostitution increased by 33% compared to the 
previous year (from 84 to 112 crimes), and increased by 62% from the year 
ending September 2021 (from 69 to 112 crimes). 

• Other sexual crimes decreased by 3% compared to the previous year (from 
1,592 to 1,541 crimes), and decreased by 2% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,580 to 1,541 crimes). 

Crimes of dishonesty 

The number of Crimes of dishonesty in the year ending September 2025: 

• were <1% (or 506 crimes) higher compared to the previous year (increasing 
from 112,324 to 112,830 crimes), and 

• were 26% (or 23,445 crimes) higher compared to the year ending September 
2021 (increasing from 89,385 to 112,830 crimes). 

Within this: 

• Housebreaking decreased by 15% compared to the previous year (from 8,224 
to 6,997 crimes), and decreased by 19% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 8,622 to 6,997 crimes). 

• Theft by opening lockfast places decreased by 15% compared to the previous 
year (from 1,505 to 1,282 crimes), but increased by 7% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,198 to 1,282 crimes). 

• Theft from a motor vehicle decreased by 26% compared to the previous year 
(from 2,079 to 1,533 crimes), and decreased by 20% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,917 to 1,533 crimes). 

• Theft of a motor vehicle decreased by 5% compared to the previous year 
(from 4,904 to 4,676 crimes), but increased by 9% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 4,283 to 4,676 crimes). 

• Shoplifting increased by 15% compared to the previous year (from 42,271 to 
48,564 crimes), and increased by 129% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 21,175 to 48,564 crimes). 

• Other theft decreased by 8% compared to the previous year (from 33,634 to 
30,792 crimes), and decreased by 3% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 31,765 to 30,792 crimes). 



 

8 

• Fraud decreased by 4% compared to the previous year (from 15,915 to 
15,268 crimes), and decreased by 6% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 16,165 to 15,268 crimes). Further explanation on the changes in levels 
of recorded fraud are available in the Recorded Crime in Scotland annual 
bulletin. 

• Other dishonesty decreased by 2% compared to the previous year (from 
3,792 to 3,718 crimes), and decreased by 13% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 4,260 to 3,718 crimes). 

Damage and reckless behaviour 

The number of Damage and reckless behaviour crimes in the year ending 
September 2025: 

• were 4% (or 1,442 crimes) lower compared to the previous year (decreasing 
from 40,011 to 38,569 crimes), and 

• were 12% (or 5,262 crimes) lower compared to the year ending September 
2021 (decreasing from 43,831 to 38,569 crimes). 

Within this: 

• Fire-raising increased by 15% compared to the previous year (from 2,468 to 
2,843 crimes), and increased by 6% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 2,692 to 2,843 crimes). 

• Vandalism decreased by 6% compared to the previous year (from 34,569 to 
32,622 crimes), and decreased by 14% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 37,787 to 32,622 crimes). 

• Reckless conduct increased by 4% compared to the previous year (from 
2,974 to 3,104 crimes), but decreased by 7% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 3,352 to 3,104 crimes). 

Crimes against society 

The number of Crimes against society in the year ending September 2025: 

• were 6% (or 3,643 crimes) higher compared to the previous year (increasing 
from 62,146 to 65,789 crimes), but 

• were 1% (or 647 crimes) lower compared to the year ending September 2021 
(decreasing from 66,436 to 65,789 crimes). 

Within this: 

• Crimes against public justice increased by 7% compared to the previous year 
(from 26,372 to 28,123 crimes), and increased by 18% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 23,848 to 28,123 crimes). 

• Weapons possession (not used) decreased by 2% compared to the previous 
year (from 4,619 to 4,513 crimes), but increased by 4% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 4,333 to 4,513 crimes). 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2024-25/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2024-25/
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• Weapons possession (used) increased by 13% compared to the previous 
year (from 6,338 to 7,143 crimes), and increased by 27% from the year 
ending September 2021 (from 5,637 to 7,143 crimes). 

• Drugs - Supply increased by 15% compared to the previous year (from 4,392 
to 5,041 crimes), and increased by 5% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 4,793 to 5,041 crimes). 

• Drugs - Possession increased by 2% compared to the previous year (from 
20,122 to 20,572 crimes), but decreased by 26% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 27,661 to 20,572 crimes). 

• Other crimes against society increased by 31% compared to the previous 
year (from 303 to 397 crimes), and increased by 142% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 164 to 397 crimes). 

Offences recorded by the police 

In the year ending September 2025, the police recorded 189,019 offences. This 
was 3% (or 4,935 offences) higher than the 184,084 offences recorded in the 
previous year, and 2% higher than the 185,863 offences recorded in the year 
ending September 2021. 

Antisocial offences 

The number of Antisocial offences in the year ending September 2025: 

• were 4% (or 2,195 offences) higher compared to the previous year (increasing 
from 49,609 to 51,804 offences), and 

• were 7% (or 3,713 offences) lower compared to the year ending September 
2021 (decreasing from 55,517 to 51,804 offences). 

Within this: 

• Threatening and abusive behaviour increased by 4% compared to the 
previous year (from 44,059 to 45,738 offences), but decreased by 4% from 
the year ending September 2021 (from 47,518 to 45,738 offences). 

• Hate aggravated conduct increased by 3% compared to the previous year 
(from 1,815 to 1,872 offences), and increased by 10% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,697 to 1,872 offences). 

• Drunkenness and other disorderly conduct increased by 12% compared to the 
previous year (from 2,732 to 3,054 offences), but decreased by 43% from the 
year ending September 2021 (from 5,346 to 3,054 offences). 

• Urinating etc. increased by 14% compared to the previous year (from 1,003 to 
1,140 offences), and increased by 19% from the year ending September 2021 
(from 956 to 1,140 offences). 
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Miscellaneous offences 

The number of Miscellaneous offences in the year ending September 2025: 

• were 1% (or 162 offences) lower compared to the previous year (decreasing 
from 14,200 to 14,038 offences), and 

• were 7% (or 920 offences) higher compared to the year ending September 
2021 (increasing from 13,118 to 14,038 offences). 

Within this: 

• Community and public order offences increased by 1% compared to the 
previous year (from 10,164 to 10,284 offences), and increased by 11% from 
the year ending September 2021 (from 9,298 to 10,284 offences). 

• Environmental offences increased by 7% compared to the previous year (from 
496 to 533 offences), but decreased by 2% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 545 to 533 offences). 

• Licensing offences decreased by 4% compared to the previous year (from 
865 to 833 offences), and decreased by 2% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 853 to 833 offences). 

• Wildlife offences increased by 9% compared to the previous year (from 1,522 
to 1,652 offences), and increased by 14% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 1,449 to 1,652 offences). 

• Other miscellaneous offences decreased by 36% compared to the previous 
year (from 1,153 to 736 offences), and decreased by 24% from the year 
ending September 2021 (from 973 to 736 offences). 

Road traffic offences 

The number of Road traffic offences in the year ending September 2025: 

• were 2% (or 2,902 offences) higher compared to the previous year (increasing 
from 120,275 to 123,177 offences), and 

• were 5% (or 5,949 offences) higher compared to the year ending September 
2021 (increasing from 117,228 to 123,177 offences). 

Within this: 

• Dangerous and careless driving increased by 10% compared to the previous 
year (from 13,288 to 14,576 offences), and increased by 15% from the year 
ending September 2021 (from 12,640 to 14,576 offences). 

• Driving under the influence increased by 9% compared to the previous year 
(from 8,561 to 9,368 offences), and increased by 22% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 7,652 to 9,368 offences). 

• Speeding decreased by 25% compared to the previous year (from 18,549 to 
13,947 offences), and decreased by 42% from the year ending September 
2021 (from 23,901 to 13,947 offences). 
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• Unlawful use of vehicle increased by 7% compared to the previous year (from 
38,320 to 41,114 offences), but decreased by 3% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 42,528 to 41,114 offences). 

• Vehicle defect offences increased by 46% compared to the previous year 
(from 7,459 to 10,902 offences), and increased by 73% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 6,305 to 10,902 offences). 

• Seat belt offences decreased by 5% compared to the previous year (from 
2,334 to 2,224 offences), but increased by 44% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,540 to 2,224 offences). 

• Mobile phone offences decreased by 13% compared to the previous year 
(from 3,954 to 3,431 offences), but increased by 149% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 1,378 to 3,431 offences). 

• Other road traffic offences decreased by 1% compared to the previous year 
(from 27,810 to 27,615 offences), but increased by 30% from the year ending 
September 2021 (from 21,284 to 27,615 offences). 

Local Authorities 

Between the year ending September 2024 and the year ending September 2025, of 
the 32 Local Authorities, 18 Local Authorities saw an increase in recorded crime, 
four saw very little (less than half a percentage) change, and 10 saw a decrease in 
recorded crime. 

Between the year ending September 2021 and the year ending September 2025, of 
the 32 Local Authorities, 15 saw an increase in recorded crime, one saw very little 
(less than half a percentage) change, and 16 saw a decrease in recorded crime. 
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Data and methodology 

How to access background or source data 

The data collected for this statistical bulletin: 

☐ are available in more detail through statistics.gov.scot. 

☒ some limited additional information may be made available on request, subject to 
consideration of legal and ethical factors. Please contact 
statistics.enquiries@gov.scot for further information. 

☒ detailed information cannot be made available by Scottish Government for 
further analysis as Scottish Government is not the data controller. 

Data Sources 

Since 2020-21 the Accredited Official Statistics on Recorded Crime in Scotland 
have been produced using data extracted from a single Police Scotland IT system 
called the Source for Evidence Based Policing (SEBP), which was created in 2019. 

A technical review on the impact of changing from the previous IT system to SEBP 
found strong alignment between both administrative systems for recorded crime in 
2020-21. Further information on this is available in Annex 3 of the Recorded Crime 
in Scotland, 2020-21 bulletin. 

Amendments to crime and offence records will always arise after data has been 
submitted by Police Scotland to the Scottish Government. Some crime or offence 
records may, on further investigation by the police, be redesignated to not 
constitute a crime or offence (a process known as ‘no-criming’). In other cases, the 
original crime or offence may be re-classified, which could shift the record between 
different crime or offence groups. As such it is important for Accredited Official 
Statistics purposes that data is extracted at a similar point in time each year, to 
allow comparisons of any trends to be on a like-for-like basis. 

The figures provided in this bulletin for the year ending September 2025 were 
extracted in October 2025. Data for the preceding three years ending September 
2022, 2023 and 2024 were extracted in October 2022, October 2023 and October 
2024 respectively, whilst the data for year ending September 2021 were extracted 
retrospectively to reflect the position as it would have been at October in that year. 
This ensured as like-for-like comparison as possible could be carried out, as 
discussed above.  

Please note for year ending September 2024 we are unable to present Road traffic 
offences recorded by police at local authority level. This was due to an issue in 
allocating location values to a small proportion (less than 1%) of the recorded 
offences.  

https://statistics.gov.scot/home
mailto:statistics.enquiries@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2020-2021/pages/35/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2020-2021/pages/35/
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Amendments to the recording of Crimes and offences over the past five 

years 

Users should note that some changes have been made to the recording of crimes 
and offences over the five years up to year ending September 2025. Most often this 
reflects the enactment of new legislation passed by either the Scottish or UK 
Parliaments, which can create new criminal offences or amend the existing 
approach to recording some types of criminal activity. Other changes reflect 
decisions taken by the Scottish Crime Recording Board. These include: 

• The implementation of the Protection of Workers (Retail and Age-restricted 
goods and services) (Scotland) Act 2021, which came into effect on 24 
August 2021; 

• The enactment of various sections of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 in 
June 2022 and March 2023; 

• The implementation of Section 184 of the Online Safety Act 2023, which came 
into effect on 30 January 2023; 

• The implementation of the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021, 
which came into effect on 1 April 2024. 

The implementation of the Protection of Workers Act did not change the volume of 
crime being recorded. Prior to this, any assault of a retail worker would have been 
recorded as either a Common or Serious assault. From 24 August 2021 such cases 
are now recorded as either Common or Serious assault of a retail worker (with the 
same changes for threatening and abusive behaviour towards retail workers). 

The other amendments did result in changes to the number of crimes being 
recorded within these statistics, following their implementation. Where statistics 
have been impacted by the above changes, this has been highlighted within the 
bulletin. More detailed information, including for changes prior to the five years 
presented below, is available in the recorded crime User Guide. 

Comparisons with England & Wales and Northern Ireland 

For further background information (e.g. classification of Crimes and Offences and 
comparisons with England & Wales and Northern Ireland) please see the Recorded 
Crime in Scotland User Guide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/#supportingdocuments
https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/#supportingdocuments
https://www.gov.scot/collections/recorded-crime-in-scotland/#supportingdocuments
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Tell us what you think 
We are always interested to hear from our users about how our statistics are used, 
and how they can be improved. 

Enquiries 

For enquiries about this publication please contact: 

Susan Carsley 
Safer Communities Analytical Unit 
E-mail: Justice_Analysts@gov.scot 
Telephone: 0131 244 1451 
 
For general enquiries about Scottish Government statistics please contact: 

Office of the Chief Statistician 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@gov.scot 
 
More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 

Join our mailing list 

If you would like to receive notifications about statistical publications, or find out 
about consultations on our statistics please join the ScotStat mailing list.  

Future publications 

Details of future publications can be found on our forthcoming publications page. 

mailto:Justice_Analysts@gov.scot
mailto:statistics.enquiries@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
http://www.gov.scot/scotstat
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
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