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Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics 2024  
 

Corrections 
 
After the release of the Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics 2024 publication, it was 
discovered that some landings had been double counted. This was the result of 
some manual additions for 2023 and 2024, which were previously excluded from 
our dataset, being unexpected fixed shortly before our publication data was 
extracted. So, when we added in these landings we introduced double counting.  
 
This publication and associated supplementary tables were corrected in February 
2026 by removing the double counting from the 2023 and 2024 data. Some 
changes, typically very minor may also have occurred in 2020-2022 data as a result 
of the information being extracted from a live system that is subject to change.  
 
This correction resulted in a reduction of the overall landings for Scottish vessels 
anywhere in 2024, from 561 thousand tonnes worth £756 million to 532 thousand 
tonnes worth £734 million. The overall trend is unchanged, with the tonnage and 
value of the landings by Scottish vessels in 2024 remaining the greatest tonnage 
and highest value of the last ten years.  
 
All tables and text which include landing weight and value of landings by Scottish 
vessels or into Scotland have been corrected. The key changes to the 2024 data as 
a result of the corrections are: 
 

• A 5% decrease in the tonnage of all landings by Scottish vessels anywhere in 
2024 and a 3% decrease in the value. 

• A 3% decrease in the tonnage of all landings by Scottish vessels into 
Scotland in 2024 and a 1% decrease in the value. 

• A 12% decrease in the tonnage of Nephrops landings by Scottish vessels 
into Scotland in 2024 and a 2% decrease in the value. 

• A 9 % decrease in the tonnage of all landings by Scottish vessels abroad in 
2024 and a 9% decrease in the value. 

• The large decrease in the landings of Scottish vessels abroad is due to the 
double counting of large blue whiting landings. 

• A 19% decrease in the tonnage of Blue whiting landed abroad by Scottish 
vessels in 2024 and a 45% decrease in the value. 

 
The information on total allowable catches quota and uptake (section 2.4), the 
Scottish sustainable fishing indicator (section 2.5), the size of the Scottish fleet 
(section 4.1) and employment (section 5) remain unchanged. 
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Key Points 

Sea fish and shellfish landings in 2024 

The Scottish fishing industry value in 2024 was £734 million. This is the highest value 
(adjusted to 2024 prices) of the last ten years. Scottish fishing vessels landed 532 
thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish, the greatest tonnage of the last ten years. A 
summary of the headline numbers are: 

• Scottish vessels landed 532 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish in 2024. An 

increase of eight per cent compared to 2023 and an increase of 33 per cent compared 

to 2020. 

• Scottish vessels landed £734 million of sea fish and shellfish in 2024. Adjusted to 2024 

prices, this is an increase of three per cent compared to 2023, and of 27 percent 

compared to 2020. 

• Scottish vessels landed 191 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish worth £189 

million abroad in 2024. Landings abroad make up 36 per cent of tonnage and 26 per 

cent by value. 

Performance of each sector 

The value of the pelagic sector increased between 2023 and 2024, whereas the value of 

the shellfish and demersal sectors decreased. The changes for each sector were:  

• The value of pelagic landings, adjusted to 2024 prices, increased by 12 per cent. 

• The value of demersal landings, adjusted to 2024 prices, decreased by three per cent. 

• The value of shellfish landings, adjusted to 2024 prices, decreased by eight per cent. 

The eight per cent increase in tonnage landed by Scottish vessels between 2023 and 
2024 results from an increase in landings for the pelagic and shellfish sectors: 

• Pelagic landings increased by 11 per cent. 

• Shellfish landings increased by one per cent. 

• Demersal landings decreased by three per cent. 

Key species 

• Mackerel remained the most valuable species in 2024 worth £285 million, making up 

39 per cent of the total value of Scottish vessels’ landings. 

• Haddock was the most valuable demersal species and represented six per cent of the 

total value of Scottish vessels’ landings. 

• In 2024, 1,485 tonnes of creeled Nephrops were landed by Scottish vessels with a 

value of £17 million. 17 thousand tonnes of trawled Nephrops were landed worth £64 

million. 
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The Scottish fishing fleet 

The number of active Scottish vessels was 1,998 in 2024, a decrease of one per cent 
compared to 2015: 

• The Scottish fleet is dominated by vessels that are 10 metres and under in length with 

a total of 1,525 vessels falling into this category in 2024. There are 473 over 10 metres 

vessels. 

• Compared to 2015, the 10 metres and under fleet has increased by five per cent while 

the over 10 metres fleet has decreased by 16 per cent. 

• The 26 over 40 metres Scottish vessels make up just one per cent of the number of 

vessels but landed 52 per cent of the value of all landings and 99 per cent of the value 

of pelagic landings. 

Employment on Scottish fishing vessels  

• In 2024, 3,735 fishers were working on Scottish vessels, down 48 fishers compared to 

2023. 

• Since 2015, employment on Scottish vessels has fallen 15 per cent.  
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1 Introduction 
 
Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics is an Accredited Official Statistics publication produced by 
the statistics team within the Scottish Government Marine Directorate to provide detailed 
information on the Scottish fishing industry. The statistics presented in this publication 
include the: 
 

• Tonnage and value of all landings of sea fish and shellfish by Scottish vessels. 

• All landings by any nationality of vessel into Scotland. 

• The size and characteristics of Scottish fishing vessels. 

• Employment on Scottish vessels.  
 
All landing tonnages are given in terms of live weight equivalent. Overall financial values in 
the publication text are generally provided adjusted to 2024 prices to account for inflation 
(real terms). Most of the financial values in the supplementary tables are provided 
unadjusted for inflation (nominal terms). Year on year percentage changes in financial 
values are calculated at 2024 prices to adjust for inflation unless otherwise stated.  
 
This publication and associated supplementary tables were amended in February 2026 to 
correct the value and tonnage of landings where some data had been double counted. 
More information on this correction and its impact on the data is available on the 
Corrections page. 
 

Changes from the 2023 publication including corrections to 2024 
publication 
 
This year we changed our imputation methodology to use UK average prices by species 
and year to impute missing values for landings of greater than 100 kg that were not below 
minimum size. This is the same methodology used by the Marine Management 
Organisation who publish UK Sea Fisheries Statistics. Previously, our methodology used a 
mix of average Scottish prices and UK prices and did not impute for all landings 
consistently. The new methodology uses the same average prices regardless of vessel 
nationality or landing location. This has resulted in a change in values for previous years 
for some species but ensures more consistent values over time, between tables and 
across the UK. 
 
Also, this year we have removed all tables that include landings by vessels registered in 
the rest of the UK if they land anywhere apart from Scotland and will no longer be 
including information on all UK vessels or all landings into the UK for comparison. These 
tables were originally removed for quality and consistency reasons. The Marine 
Management Organisation delayed their UK Sea Fisheries Statistics 2024 publication until 
2 December 2025. This delay was to enable them to revise their publication to correct for 
the under-recording of under 10 metres vessels registered in England, Wales and Isle of 
Man and the double counting identified in November 2025 in the Scottish data . More 
information on the under-recording issue can be found in the quality assessment UK Sea 
Fisheries Statistics: Catch Recording Data Statistical Quality Assessment - GOV.UK and 
associated news story UK Sea Fisheries Statistics: Quality assessment into full year of 
Catch Recording data now complete - GOV.UK 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-sea-fisheries-statistics-catch-recording-data-statistical-quality-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sea-fisheries-statistics-quality-assessment-into-full-year-of-catch-recording-data-now-complete--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sea-fisheries-statistics-quality-assessment-into-full-year-of-catch-recording-data-now-complete--2
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Rather than delay our original publication or publish information that is known to be 
inaccurate, we made the difficult decision in October 2025 to remove the tables that were 
most impacted. We will consider whether to include these tables in future publications after 
engaging with users.  The data for vessels registered in Scotland are unaffected by this 
change. Although a small number of under 10 metres vessels registered in England, 
Wales or Isle of Man will land into Scotland, the impact of this under-recording to the 
overall tonnage and value of rest of the UK vessels landing into Scotland in 2024 is small, 
0.1% of tonnage of all rest of the UK vessels landing into Scotland. As this impact is so 
small in Scotland we are not correcting our data for this change, only for the double 
counting which was only discovered in November 2025, after the original publication was 
released. The UK Sea Fisheries Statistics publication remains the recommended source 
for data for UK vessels or landings into the UK as a whole.  
 

An Accredited Official Statistics Publication for Scotland 

These statistics are accredited official statistics. The Office for Statistics Regulation has 
independently reviewed and accredited these statistics as complying with the standards of 
trustworthiness, quality, and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics. Accredited official 
statistics are called National Statistics in the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007. 
 
Scottish Government statistics are regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR). 
OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice for 
Statistics that all producers of official statistics should adhere to. More information about 
Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish Government website. 

 

2 Landings by Scottish vessels 
 
In 2024, Scottish vessels landed 532 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish with a  
gross value of £734 million (Table 8). Compared to 2023 the value of landings adjusted to 
2024 prices increased by three per cent and the tonnage landed has increased by eight 
per cent. The value adjusted to 2024 prices of pelagic species increased, whereas the 
value of shellfish and demersal species decreased. There was an increase in landed 
tonnage for pelagic and shellfish sectors, and a decrease for the demersal sector.  
 
The number of voyages made by Scottish vessels was three percent fewer than 2023 and 
eight per cent fewer than in 2020 (Table 22). This has not resulted in a decrease in the 
total tonnage landed, with 33 per cent more landed than in 2020. The largest increase in 
tonnage landed between 2020 and 2024 was in the pelagic sector. This sector is seasonal 
and generally operates with larger vessels. Large pelagic boats make a small number of 
long voyages resulting in large landings by weight and value.  

 
The pelagic sector are species found mainly in shoals in midwater or near the surface of 
the sea such as herring and mackerel. Annual changes in quota allocation for pelagic 
species have a big impact on the tonnage and value landed. In 2024, the tonnage of 
pelagic fish landed increased by 11 per cent compared to 2023. The value adjusted to 
2024 prices increased by 12 per cent between 2023 and 2024. 
 
Shellfish landed by Scottish vessels and included in this publication are crustaceans, 
molluscs and cephalopods. This includes species such as lobsters and crabs, which are 
commonly eaten in restaurants. In 2024, the tonnage of shellfish landed increased by one 

https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/accredited-official-statistics/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
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per cent compared to 2023. However, the value adjusted to 2024 prices decreased by 
eight per cent between 2023 and 2024. 
 
Demersal fish are those which live close to the seabed such as cod, haddock and 
monkfish. In 2024, the tonnage of demersal fish landed decreased by three per cent 
compared to 2023. The value adjusted to 2024 prices decreased by three per cent 
between 2023 and 2024.  

 
 
Chart 1. The real value of the fish landed by Scottish vessels reached a high of £734 
million in 2024, from a low of £579 million in 2020 due to the impacts of Covid-19.  

Total tonnage and value (adjusted to 2024 prices) of landings by Scottish vessels, 2015 to 
2024.  

 

 
Data source: Table 3. 

 
As can be seen in Chart 1, between 2015 and 2022 the tonnage of fish landed by Scottish 
vessels was generally stable at around 450 thousand. In 2023 and 2024 the tonnage 
landed has increased, reaching a high of 532 thousand tonnes landed in 2024. 

2.1 Key species landed 

There was a three per cent change in the real terms value (values for previous years 
adjusted to 2024 prices) of landings by Scottish vessels between 2023 and 2024. This was 
driven by the increase in the tonnage and value of landings of pelagic species. The value 
adjusted to 2024 prices of pelagic landings increased by 12 per cent, whereas demersal 
landings decreased by three per cent and shellfish landings decreased by eight per cent.  

The tonnage landed by Scottish vessels increased by eight per cent between 2023 and 
2024. Pelagic landings increased by 11 per cent by tonnage, shellfish landings increased 
by one per cent and demersal landings decreased by three per cent. 

Table 1. The value adjusted to 2024 prices of Mackerel landings increased by ten per 
cent whilst tonnage remained the same between 2023 and 2024. The value adjusted 
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to 2024 prices of Cod landings increased by 12 per cent and tonnage increased by 
15 per cent between 2023 and 2024. 

Change in total tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels between 2023 and 
2024, by key species.1,2,3 

Species 

Tonnage 

2024 

Tonnage 

change from 

2023 (percent) 

Value (thousands 

of pounds) 2024 

Value change 

from 2023 

(percent) 

Haddock 35,466 0 42,136 5 
Monkfish 9,482 -15 34,103 -10 
Cod 11,862 15 40,794 12 
Whiting 8,299 -17 9,563 -13 
Other demersal 28,834 -3 62,293 -10 
Total demersal 93,944 -3 188,889 -3 

Mackerel 191,579 0 284,887 10 
Herring 83,956 27 57,156 22 
Other pelagic 110,046 25 27,656 17 
Total pelagic 385,582 11 369,699 12 

Nephrops 18,597 -2 81,470 -7 

Scallops 15,758 10 32,555 0 
Edible crabs 7,231 5 17,205 -11 
Lobsters 1,344 -1 20,003 -8 
Other shellfish 9,638 -8 23,893 -19 
Total shellfish 52,568 1 175,126 -8 

Total 532,094 8 733,715 3 
 
By weight and value, pelagic species account for the majority of landings by Scottish 
vessels. Mackerel remained the most valuable species with £285 million landed, 
accounting for 39 per cent of the total value of Scottish landings.  
 
Scottish vessels commonly catch a wide variety of demersal species, including more than 
a dozen species with landings that are worth over £2 million annually (Table 8). Haddock 
was the most valuable demersal species and represented six per cent of the total value of 
Scottish vessels’ landings and 22 per cent of the value of demersal landings in 2024. 

Nephrops are the most valuable shellfish stock and the only shellfish species currently 
subject to quota. Scottish vessels fish for Nephrops by creeling and by trawling. Creeled 
Nephrops are often caught and exported live. Creeled Nephrops represent a smaller 
tonnage of landings, but attract an average price per tonne three times that of trawled 
Nephrops. Some trawled Nephrops are sold whole but the majority are sold as tails for 
turning into scampi. In 2024, 1,485 tonnes of creeled Nephrops were landed by Scottish 

vessels with a value of £17 million4. 17 thousand tonnes of trawled Nephrops were landed 
worth £64 million. These data are presented in Table 27. 

 
1 Values are based on 2024 prices and percentage changes reflect real changes after adjusting for inflation. 

The deflator applied can be found here: GDP deflators at market prices, and money GDP June 2025 

(Quarterly National Accounts) - GOV.UK 
2 Percentages are based on unrounded data and may differ from calculations using rounded data in tables. 
3 Values may not sum to their respective totals due to rounding. 
4 The values in Table 27. Scottish vessels’ landings by gear type are slightly lower than Table  , because 

some Nephrops are also caught by demersal gear types. Other species may also be affected by this. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-june-2025-quarterly-national-accounts
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-june-2025-quarterly-national-accounts
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Chart 2. Mackerel is the most common fish species landed by Scottish vessels by 
weight. 192 thousand tonnes of mackerel were landed in 2024, 75 per cent more 
than the next most common species by weight, Blue whiting. 

Scottish vessel’s  ost co  only landed fish species by tonnes landed in the UK and 
abroad, 2024. 

 

 
Data source: Table 8. 
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Chart 3. Mackerel is the most common fish species landed by Scottish vessels by 
value. £285 million of mackerel were landed in 2024, triple the next most common 
species by value, Nephrops.  

Scottish vessel’s highest value landed fish species by thousands of pounds landed in the 
UK and abroad, 2024. 

 

 
Data Source: Table 8. 

2.2 Long term sector trends 

Over the past 10 years, 2015 to 2024, the tonnage of pelagic landings has increased by 
32 per cent with the real terms value (value adjusted to 2024 prices) increasing by 73 per 
cent. Pelagic landing tonnage is largely driven by the available quota (Tables 33 to 36). 

Compared to 2015, the tonnage of demersal landings increased by four per cent with the 
value adjusted to 2024 prices remaining the same. Demersal landing tonnage is affected 
by available quotas, affecting some species, such as cod, more than others (Tables 33 to 
36).  

Over the period 2015 to 2024, the tonnage of shellfish landings fell by nine per cent with 
the value adjusted to 2024 prices falling by two percent.  
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Chart 4. Landings of pelagic species by Scottish vessels decreased gradually from 
292 thousand tonnes in 2015 to 234 thousand tonnes in 2019 before increasing to 
386 thousand tonnes in 2024.  

Tonnage of landings by Scottish vessels by species type, 2015 to 2024. 

 

  
Data source: Table 3. 
 
Chart 5. The value adjusted to 2024 prices of pelagic species landed by Scottish 
vessels increased from £213 million in 2015 to £370 million in 2024. The landed 
shellfish value adjusted to 2024 prices has fluctuated over the last 10 years but the 
2024 value, at £175 million, is similar to 2015, at £179 million. 

Value (adjusted to 2024 prices) of landings by Scottish vessels by species type, 2015 to 
2024 
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Data source: Table 3. 

2.3 Fish prices 

Scottish vessels land a vast range of different species throughout the year and they all 
achieve different prices at auction. The price achieved will vary by species, individual 
market, supply, demand, seasonality and the condition of the fish. Table 2 shows the 
average price per tonne for a selection of species landed by Scottish vessels.  
 
Mackerel is the highest value species for Scottish vessels yet has a much lower price per 
tonne than many other species. It is the vast tonnage of mackerel caught that leads to the 
value being so high.  

Lobsters have a high price per tonne yet a fairly low value compared to other main 
species. This is due to seasonality, lobster is not in season during several months of the 
year resulting in a lower tonnage landed throughout the year compared to other species. 
They are also considered a luxury food and tend to be purchased mainly by the hospitality 
sector. 

Table 2. There is great variation in the prices achieved across the different species. 
Lobsters have a high price, at £14,886 per tonne in 2024, whereas blue whiting has a 
low price, at £251 per tonne in 2024.   

Change in price per tonne of selected species landed by Scottish vessels between 2023 
and 20245 6 

Species 

Price per tonne 

2024 (pounds) 

Price per tonne 2023 

at 2024 prices 

(pounds) 

Price per tonne 

change from 2023 

(percent) 

Mackerel 1,487 1,344 11 
Nephrops 4,381 4,647 -6 
Herring 681 709 -4 
Blue whiting 251 267 -6 
Haddock 1,188 1,124 6 
Cod 3,439 3,541 -3 
Monkfish 3,597 3,427 5 
Scallops 2,066 2,269 -9 
Lobsters 14,886 15,970 -7 
Edible crabs 2,379 2,802 -15 

 

  

 
5 Values are based on 2024 prices and percentage changes reflect real changes after adjusting for inflation. 

The deflator applied can be found here: GDP deflators at market prices, and money GDP June 2025 

(Quarterly National Accounts) - GOV.UK 
6 Percentages are based on unrounded data and may differ from calculations using rounded data in tables. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-june-2025-quarterly-national-accounts
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-june-2025-quarterly-national-accounts
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2.4 Total Allowable Catches quota and uptake 

Total Allowable Catches (TAC) are limits set at annual international negotiations for 
individual fish stocks and represent the maximum of each fish stock that can be caught. 
Up until 2020, while the UK was still a member of the European Union (EU) the majority of 
stocks were managed and fished only by EU member states. Member States’ access to 
management and fishing of stocks were based on a number of factors, including historic 
track record. The TACs for these stocks were set by the European Commission through 
internal negotiations between EU member states with an interest and based on 
independent scientific advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 
(ICES).  

The remaining stocks were managed and shared with other Coastal States: Norway, 
Iceland, the Faroe Islands, Greenland and Russia, with TACs for these set at separate 
negotiations. The amounts corresponding to this share, known as quotas, are shown at 
the UK and at the Scottish  roducers Organisations’   Os  level in tables  3 to 36. Some 
Scottish vessels are not within Scottish Producer Organisations and Scottish Producer 
Organisations can contain some UK but non-Scottish vessels. This means that the totals in 
table 37, which relate to Scottish vessels may not agree with the totals from tables 33 to 
36, which relate to Scottish Producer Organisations. 

Uptake of key commercial quota stocks by all Scottish vessels by tonnage and value 
landed are presented in table 37.  

In general, Scottish POs had high quota uptake in 2024 for key demersal and pelagic 
species. Uptake of mackerel stocks in the North Sea was 99 per cent and uptake of 

mackerel stocks in the West of Scotland was 100 per cent7.  

For demersal stocks, uptake in the North Sea was generally high with cod quota uptake at 
100 per cent and monkfish at 90 per cent. West of Scotland cod has a nil quota and is 
managed as a bycatch.  

The only shellfish species subject to quota is Nephrops. In 2024, Scottish PO quota 
uptake for North Sea Nephrops was 53 per cent and for West Coast Nephrops it was 77 
per cent.  

  

 
7  andings can exceed quota if  Os or vessels ‘carry over’ so e quota fro  a previous year into the next 
year, within agreed limits. There is also an allowance so that a country can exceed up to ten per cent of its 

quota on a particular stoc  and the excess is deducted fro  the following year’s quota allocation. 
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2.5 The Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator  

The aim of the Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator is to provide a single measure per 
year to indicate the assessed confidence that the relevant commercial fish and shellfish 
stocks in Scottish waters are being fished sustainably.  

In 2023 the estimate of the Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator was 73%.   

Chart 6. Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator decreased from 52% in 1983 to 39% 
in 1995, before increasing to a high of 73% in 2023. 

Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator, 1983 to 2023. 

 

The Sustainable Fishing Indicator is based on scientific estimates about different fish and 
shellfish stocks. The estimates are also used by international fishing authorities to agree 
how much of key species can be caught each year. The aim of this is to prevent over 
fishing and maintain sustainable fisheries. In the UK, this amount is known as Quota and 
information on this is reported in this publication (section 2.4). 

Stocks are included in the indicator analysis if they are present within Scottish waters and 
if sufficient information is available about the stock. The indicator has been calculated for 
the years 1983 to 2023 and covers 38 stocks, although not all stocks were included in the 
some of the earlier years due to lack of stock information.  

The indicator is calculated for each stock and a simple mean is taken to provide a single 
Scottish Sustainstable Fishing Indicator.  

It is derived by comparing the following different sustainability estimates about each stock: 

• The fishing mortality indicator estimates whether the rate of fishing is at a level that 
is low enough to enable the stocks to replenish, or to recover to similar or greater 
levels within one year.  
 

• The spawning stock biomass indicator estimates whether the number of mature fish 
or shellfish is suficient to replenish the stock so that it has a stable or increasing 
population.  
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The list of selected fish stocks, technical definitions and methodology for calculating the 

sustainable fishing indicator are available in the Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator 
technical report in supporting files of this publication.   

 

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-2023/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-2023/documents/
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2.6 Where Scottish vessels land their fish 

Scottish vessels land their catches into Scotland, the rest of the UK and several countries 
abroad. In 2024, Scottish vessels landed 191 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish 
worth £189 million abroad. 

Chart 7. Scottish vessels landed 71 per cent of their catch by value, worth £521 
million in 2024, into Scotland. A further 17 per cent by value, worth £125 million in 
2024, was landed into Norway. 

Top countries Scottish vessels landed their catch into by value (millions of pounds), in 
2024.  

 

 

 

 
Data source: Table 4, Table 5, Table 8, Table 23. 

Landings abroad accounted for 36 per cent of all landings by Scottish vessels by tonnage 
and 26 per cent by value. Of this, 96 per cent of the tonnage landed abroad was pelagic. 

The main species landed abroad was mackerel, representing 68 per cent of the total value 
of fish landed abroad in 2024. There were 82 thousand tonnes of mackerel worth £129 
million landed abroad, which is 43 per cent of the total tonnage and 45 per cent of the 
value of mackerel landed by Scottish vessels. 

 orway is by far the largest destination for Scottish vessels’ landings abroad, accounting 
for 17 per cent by value of all Scottish vessels’ landings and 66 per cent by value of all 
landings abroad by Scottish vessels. In 2024, 85 per cent of the value of landings into 
Norway was for mackerel, amounting to 68 thousand tonnes with a value of £106 million. 
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2.7 Area of capture 

Scottish vessels are most active in two main ICES areas8 : the Northern North Sea (ICES 
Area 4a) and the West Coast of Scotland (ICES Area 6a).  

In 2024, 282 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish with a value of £427 million were 
landed from the Northern North Sea (4a), representing 53 per cent of the tonnage and 58 
per cent of the value of all landings by Scottish vessels (Table 28). 26 per cent of landings 
by Scottish vessels, by tonnage were caught in the West Coast of Scotland (6a), providing 
27 per cent of the total value of all Scottish landings. Area 7 accounted for 11 per cent of 
the tonnage of all landings and six per cent of value. 

3 Landings into Scotland 
In 2024, 367 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish with a value of £583 million were 
landed into Scotland. This represents a 12 per cent increase in tonnage and 
a three per cent increase in real terms value (adjusted to 2024 prices) from 2023. 
 
Pelagic species accounted for 58 per cent of the tonnage landed into Scotland in 2024, 
whilst demersal species made up 31 per cent and shellfish species 12 per cent. By value 
in 2024, 37 per cent of landings into Scotland were demersal species, 36 per cent were 
pelagic species and 27 per cent were shellfish. The differences in shares by tonnage and 
value reflect the differences in average prices per tonne (for landings by Scottish vessels) 
across the species types: shellfish sell at relatively higher average prices per tonne, whilst 
pelagic species receive the lowest average prices per tonne (Table 21). 

Figures 2 and 3 show landings by all vessels into the eighteen Scottish port districts. The 
top three districts in Scotland by total tonnage landed were Peterhead (east coast), 
Shetland (northern island) and Scrabster (north-east coast). Peterhead is the single largest 
fishing port in Scotland by tonnage and value of landing. Information on landings into all 
the Scottish districts can be found in table 29. 

  

 
8 ICES is the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea. 
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Figure 2. Peterhead on the east coast of Scotland had the largest tonnage of 
landings, at 216 thousand tonnes in 2024. 

Tonnage landed into Scotland by all vessels by district in 2024
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Figure 3. Peterhead on the east coast of Scotland had the largest value of landings, 
at £248 million in 2024. 

Value (thousands of pounds) landed into Scotland by all vessels by district in 2024. 
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4 The Scottish fishing fleet 
UK fishing vessels are required by law to be registered with the Registry of Shipping and 
Seamen (RSS), part of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. Fishing vessels must also 
have a licence that specifies conditions that must be adhered to. For the purpose of this 
publication, active vessels are those that are both registered and licensed as at 31st 
December of that year. Scottish-based vessels are those registered to a port in Scotland 
licensed and administered by a Scottish district. Each district contains a Marine Directorate 
Fishery Office which is responsible for administering the vessels and licences within that 
area. UK fishing vessel licences authorise the sea areas in which a vessel can fish and the 
species of fish that can be caught.  

The capacity of fishing vessels in terms of gross registered tonnage and kilowatt engine 
power is also controlled through licences. With a finite amount of licence capacity in  
existence and no plans to make new capacity available, this restricts the total number and 
capacity of vessels in the UK fishing fleet. In order to licence new vessels, fishers must 
acquire existing licences from other previously licensed vessels. They also have the option 
of aggregating or disaggregating licence components to fit the requirements of the vessel 
in question. 

4.1 The size of the Scottish fleet 

The number of active Scottish based vessels has decreased to 1,998 vessels in 2024, a 
reduction of 8 vessels since 2023. The Scottish fleet is dominated by vessels that are 10 
metres and under in length with a total of 1,525 vessels falling into this category in 2024, 
accounting for 76 per cent of the Scottish fleet. There are 473 over 10 metres vessels. 
 
Chart 8. Creel fishing was the main fishing method for most, 797 of the 10 metres 
and under vessels. 

Number of active Scottish vessels by main fishing method and length, 2024. 

 

 
Data source: Table 47. 
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Chart 8 excludes active Scottish vessels that did not land any fish or shellfish in 2024, 
these are recorded as non fishing in the tables. In 2024, there were 478 non fishing 
vessels, 438 were 10 metres and under vessels.  

The 10 metres and under fleet mostly fish using creels (sometimes called pots), which are 
traps in the form of cages or baskets, typically baited and used to catch shellfish. Creels 
catch some shellfish species such as crabs, lobsters and Nephrops, but other species like 
scallops are predominantly caught through dredging. Nephrops are also caught through 
trawling. In 2024, 52 per cent of the 1,525 10 metres and under vessels were fishing 
mainly using creels. 

Of the 473 over 10 metres vessels, 67 per cent (318 vessels) mainly targeted shellfish, 
whilst 94 vessels (20 per cent) mainly targeted demersal species. Only 21 vessels mainly 
targeted pelagic species, with all 21 being trawlers. Creel fishing vessels and Nephrops 
trawlers form the majority of the over 10 metres shellfish group, whilst trawlers dominate 
the demersal group (Table 47). Compared to 2015, the 10 metres and under fleet has 
increased by 77 vessels (five per cent) while the over 10 metres fleet has decreased by 93 
vessels (16 per cent). 

 
Chart 9. The two vessel length categories with the largest total engine power in 2024 
were the 10 metres and under vessels and the over 40 metres vessels. 

Engine power (kilowatts) of Scottish vessels by length category, 2024. 

 

 

Data source: Table 43. 

The total engine power of the Scottish fleet has remained broadly consistent at 371 
thousand kW. The average power for the over 10 metres fleet as a whole was 592 kW per 
vessel compared to 60 kW per vessel for the 10 metres and under vessels.  
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4.2 The performance of the Scottish fishing fleet  

In 2024, Scottish fishing vessels landed 532 thousand tonnes of sea fish and shellfish with 
a gross value of £734 million. Chart 10 shows the total value achieved by each length 
category as well as the split between demersal, pelagic and shellfish species landed. 

Chart 10. The over 40 metres vessel length category had the highest value of 
landings. These vessels landed in total £374 million in 2024 with 98 per cent being 
pelagic species. 

Value of fish and shellfish landed by Scottish vessels by length category, 2024. 

 

  
Data source: Table 24. 

The over 40 metres vessels are the large pelagic vessels which land the majority of the 
 ac erel, Scotland’s  ost valuable species. The over     etres to 40 metres vessels 
catch a mix of different species whilst the 10 metres and under vessels mostly land 
shellfish. In 2024, the 10 metres and under Scottish vessels landed £57 million worth of 
fish and shellfish with 85 per cent being shellfish.  
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Chart 11. The over 40 metres Scottish vessels landed the highest value of fish and 
shellfish per vessel, landing an average of £14 million per vessel in 2024. This is 
well above the average of all vessels which was £367 thousand per vessel. 
 
Average value landed per Scottish vessel (in thousands of pounds) by length category, 
2024

  

Data source: Tables 24 and 41. 

The 10 metres and under vessels landed below average, landing an average of just 
£37 thousand per vessel despite being the 4th most valuable length category. This 
is due to the fleet being made up of a large number of vessels which are restricted 
in the amount they can catch due to their size. 
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5 Employment 
In 2024, 3,735 fishers were working on Scottish vessels, representing 0.1 per cent of the 

total Scottish labour force9. The number of fishers working on Scottish vessels fell by one 
per cent (down 48 fishers) between 2023 and 2024 (Table 48 and Chart 12). 

Although employment in the fishing fleet is a small percentage of total employment in 
Scotland, employment in fishing accounts for a higher percentage of employment in island  
communities (Shetland three per cent, Orkney 14 per cent and Na h-Eileanan Siar two per 
cent) (Table 50). 

Fraserburgh is the district with the largest number of fishers (651) accounting for 17 per 
cent of the total in 2024. It is also the district with the largest number of fishers who work 
regularly, with 578 regularly employed fishers. Stornoway had the most irregular fishers 
(79), accounting for 17 per cent of the total fishers in this category. 

Chart 12. Since 2015, employment on Scottish fishing vessels has fallen by 15 per 
cent. There was a 13 per cent decrease in regular employment and a 22 per cent 
decrease in irregular employment since 2015. 

Number of fishers working on Scottish vessels, 2015 to 2024. 

 

 
Data source: Table 44. 

 

 
  

 
9 Figures for the Scottish labour force come from the Annual Population Survey 2024 by ONS.  
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Supplementary Tables 
The following supplementary tables are available alongside this publication in Excel 
format. These can be downloaded here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-
fisheries-statistics-2024/documents/  

• Table 1: Change in total tonnage and value in real terms of landings by Scottish 
vessels between 2023 and 2024. 

• Table 2: Change in price per tonne in real terms of selected species landed by Scottish 
vessels between 2023 and 2024. 

• Table 3: Landings by Scottish vessels in real terms by species type 2015 to 2024. 
 

• Table 4: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels into Scotland by main 
species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 5: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels into the rest of the UK by 
main species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 6: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels into all of the UK by main 
species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 7: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels abroad by main species 
2020 to 2024. 

• Table 8: Tonnage and value of all landings by Scottish vessels anywhere by main 
species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 9: Tonnage and value of landings by rest of the UK vessels into Scotland by 
main species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 10: Tonnage and value of landings by all UK vessels into Scotland by main 
species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 11: Tonnage and value of landings by foreign vessels into Scotland by main 
species 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 12: Tonnage and value of landings by all vessels into Scotland by main species 
2020 to 2024. 

• Table 13: Landings by Scottish vessels into Scotland as a percentage of landings by all 
Scottish vessels, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 14: Landings by Scottish vessels into the rest of the UK as a percentage of all 
landings by Scottish vessels, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 15: Landings by Scottish vessels into the whole of the UK as a percentage of all 
landings by Scottish vessels, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 16: Landings by Scottish vessels abroad as a percentage of all landings by 
Scottish vessels, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 17: Landings into Scotland by Scottish vessels as a percentage of all landings 
into Scotland, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 18: Landings into Scotland by rest of UK vessels as a percentage of all landings 
into Scotland, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 19: Landings into Scotland by all UK vessels as a percentage of all landings into 
Scotland, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 20: Landings into Scotland by foreign vessels as a percentage of all landings into 
Scotland, by species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 21: Value and price per tonne in real terms of the main species landed by 
Scottish vessels 2020 to 2024. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-2024/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-2024/documents/


26 

• Table 22: Number of voyages and tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels 
by landing district 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 23: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels abroad by country of 
landing and species type 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 24: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels by main species and 
vessel length group 2024. 

• Table 25: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels anywhere by Demersal 
gear type by main species 2024. 

• Table 26: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels anywhere by Pelagic 
gear type by main species 2024. 

• Table 27: Tonnage and value of landings by Scottish vessels anywhere by Shellfish 
gear type by main species 2024. 

• Table 28: Tonnage and value of all landings by Scottish vessels by ICES area and 
main species 2024. 

• Table 29: Tonnage and value of all landings into Scotland by district and main species 
2020 to 2024. 

• Table 30: Tonnage and value of all landings into Scottish local authorities 2020 to 
2024. 

• Table 31: Tonnage and value of all landings into Scotland by main species 2020 to 
2024. 

• Table 32: Tonnage and value of landings into Scotland by foreign vessels by species 
type by nationality 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 33: Total allowable catches, UK and Scottish quota and uptake for the North Sea 
2020 to 2024. 

• Table 34: Total allowable catches, UK and Scottish quota and uptake for the West of 
Scotland 2020 to 2024. 

• Table 35: Total allowable catches, UK and Scottish quota and uptake for Area 7 2020 
to 2024. 

• Table 36: Total allowable catches, UK and Scottish quota and uptake for Other areas 
2020 to 2024. 

• Table 37: Tonnage and value of landings of key commercial stocks by Scottish vessels 
2020 to 2024. 

• Table 38: Number of active Scottish registered vessels by length group as at 31st 
December 2015 to 2024. 

• Table 39: Tonnage of active Scottish registered vessels by length group as at 31st 
December 2015 to 2024. 

• Table 40: Engine power (kilowatts) of active Scottish registered vessels by length 
group as at 31st December 2015 to 2024. 

• Table 41: Number of active Scottish registered vessels by length group and age group 
as at 31st December 2024. 

• Table 42: Tonnage of active Scottish registered vessels by length group and age group 
as at 31st December 2024. 

• Table 43: Engine power of active Scottish registered vessels by length group and age 
group as at 31st December 2024. 

• Table 44: Number of active Scottish registered vessels by district and length group as 
at 31st December 2024. 

• Table 45: Number of active Scottish registered vessels by main fishing method as at 
31st December 2020 to 2024. 
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• Table 46: Number of active Scottish registered vessels by district and main fishing 
method as at 31st December 2024. 

• Table 47: Number of active Scottish registered vessels by main fishing method and 
length group as at 31st December 2024. 

• Table 48: Number of fishers employed on Scottish registered vessels 2015 to 2024. 

• Table 49: Number of fishers employed on Scottish registered vessels by district 2024. 

• Table 50: Number of fishers employed on Scottish registered vessels by local authority 
2024. 

• Table 51: Scottish Sustainable Fishing Indicator, 1983 to 2023. 

• Table 52: Data quality: Changes from provisional publications to final publications in 
the tonnage and value of all landings by Scottish vessels anywhere by species type 
2020 to 2024 

• Table 53: Data quality: Changes from previous years final publications in the tonnage 
and value of all landings by Scottish vessels anywhere 2015 to 2024 

• Table 54: Data quality: Changes from previous years final publications in the tonnage 
and value of all landings into Scotland 2015 to 2024 

• Table 55: Data quality: Tonnage of landings by Scottish vessels from manual 
amendments, by species type 2020 to 2024 

• Table 56: Data quality: Tonnage of landings into Scotland from manual amendments, 
by species type 2020 to 2024 

• Table 57: Data quality: Percentage of value imputed for landings by Scottish vessels, 
by species type 2020 to 2024 

• Table 58: Data quality: Percentage of value imputed for landings into Scotland, by 
species type 2020 to 2024 
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Data and Methodology 
All tables presented here and in previous publications are available for download from the 
Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics publications section of the Scottish Government 

website10. 
 
Spatial information on fish and shellfish caught by Scottish vessels is available on Marine 
Scotland interactive maps and Marine Scotland Data Publications.   in s to  ap layers 
and data are available fro  the fishing activity data and statistics page.  This also includes 
experimental gridded data from Scottish under-12 metres vessels based on daily latitude 
and longitude positions provided by fishers. 

 
More information about the data and methodology, including information on corrections 
and imputation, used to produce the Scottish sea fisheries statistics publication is provided 
in a stand-alone technical manual. This also includes a glossary of terms. The technical 
manual can be found here: Scottish sea fisheries statistics: technical manual - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot). 

Detailed information on the quality of the five years of data included in this publication is 
included with the supplementary tables. This includes percentage changes between the 
provisional and final publications and from previous years final publications. Information on 
the tonnage of the manual amendments and the percentage of landings value that was 
imputed using average values is also provided. 

 

Tell us what you think 
We are always interested to hear from our users about how our statistics are used, and 
how they can be improved. 

Enquiries 

For enquiries about this publication please contact: 
Venetia Haynes,  
Marine Analytical Unit,  
e-mail: MarineAnalyticalUnit@gov.scot  
 
For general enquiries about Scottish Government statistics please contact: 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@gov.scot 
 
More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 

 
10 Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics Publications: Sea fisheries statistics - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

 

https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
https://data.marine.gov.scot/
https://marine.gov.scot/information/fishing-activity
https://spatialdata.gov.scot/geonetwork/srv/eng/catalog.search#/metadata/Marine_Scotland_FishDAC_12436
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-technical-manual/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-technical-manual/
mailto:MarineAnalyticalUnit@gov.scot
mailto:statistics.enquiries@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/statistics-and-research/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/sea-fisheries-statistics/
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Join our mailing list 

If you would like to receive notification about statistical publications or find out about 
consultations on our statistics, please join the ScotStat mailing list.  

Future publications 

Details of future publications can be found on our forthcoming publications page. 

 

http://www.gov.scot/scotstat
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/

