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Achievement of Curriculum for Excellence
(CfE) Levels 2023-24

Key Points
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For numeracy, 85% of
pupils achieved the
expected CfE Levelin
P1. This compares to
78% in both P4 and P7.

For literacy, 77% of
pupils achieved the
expected CfE Level in
P1 compared to 71% in
P4 and 74% in P7.

Around nine out of ten
83 pupils achieved Third
Level or better for literacy
(88%) and around six out numeracy (90%) and

of ten achieved level four almost two thirds (65%)

(58%). 3rd level + 4th level achieved level four .

Nine out of ten S3
pupils achieved Third
Level or better for

3rd level + 4th level



Introduction

This statistical publication:

e Provides information on national performance of school pupils in the literacy
organisers (i.e. reading, writing, and listening and talking) and numeracy.

e Reports on the percentage of pupils who have achieved the expected Curriculum for
Excellence level in these organisers, based on teachers’ professional judgements.

e Covers all Primary 1 (P1), Primary 4 (P4), Primary 7 (P7) and Secondary 3 (S3) pupils
in publicly funded mainstream schools, and all pupils based in publicly funded special
schools/units.

Full results are available from the supplementary tables.

School level results (where available) are accessible from the School Information
Dashboard.

An Official Statistics Publication for Scotland

These statistics are official statistics. Official statistics are statistics that are
produced by crown bodies, those acting on behalf of crown bodies, or those
specified in statutory orders, as defined in the Statistics and Registration Service
Act 2007.

Scottish Government statistics are regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation
(OSR). OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of
Practice for Statistics that all producers of official statistics should adhere to.

More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish
Government website.
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Chapter 1 : Achievement of CfE Levels at
Scotland level

Primary Stages

The percentages of primary school pupils achieving the expected CfE levels in
2023-24 have increased across all stages and organisers compared to 2022-23.

For P1, P4 and P7 pupils, the proportion achieving the expected CfE Level in
2023-24 was the highest ever recorded across all organisers except in P1
reading, where it was slightly lower than in 2018-19.

For primary pupils combined, the proportion achieving expected levels in literacy
(74 per cent) and numeracy (80 per cent) were the highest on record.

As in previous years, the proportion of pupils achieving the expected CfE level
across each primary school stage was highest in listening and talking, and lowest
in writing. For listening and talking, 87 per cent of pupils in primary stages
combined achieved the expected CfE level compared to 76 per cent for writing.

Table 1: Primary attainment was highest in listening and talking and lowest in
writing

Percentage of primary pupils achieving expected CfE levels, 2023-24

Stage/Level Reading Writing List./ Talk Literacy Numeracy
P1 - Early Level 81 79 87 77 85
P4 - First Level 79 74 87 71 78
P7 - Second Level 81 76 88 74 78
P1, P4 and P7 combined 80 76 87 74 80

The full time series, back to 2016-17 can be found in table 1 of the
supplementary tables.

Secondary (S3) Stage

For S3 pupils, the proportions achieving third level or better in literacy (88 per cent)
and numeracy (90 per cent) are at their highest ever level.
4


https://www.gov.scot/publications/achievement-of-curriculum-for-excellence-cfe-levels-2023-24/documents/

S3 (third level or better) attainment in the reading, writing and listening and talking
organisers increased over the latest year, but were similar to or slightly lower than
in 2018-19.

The proportions of S3 pupils achieving fourth level were at their highest ever across
all organisers, and were markedly higher over the last two years. This increase may
be partially due to improvements in assessment and recording at level four.

Table 2: Around nine out of ten S3 pupils achieved third level or better in
each of the organisers in 2023-24

Percentage of S3 pupils achieving expected CfE levels, 2023-24

Stage/Level Reading Writing List./ Literacy = Numeracy
Talk

S3 - Third Level or better 90 90 91 88 90

S3 - Fourth Level 63 61 64 58 65

The full time series, back to 2016-17 can be found in table 1 of the
supplementary tables.
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Chapter 2 : Achievement of CfE Levels by

Deprivation

When considering data by the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD), it is
important to note that the data show the difference between young people living in
the most and least deprived areas. Not every person living in a deprived area will
themselves be experiencing high levels of deprivation and not everyone
experiencing deprivation will live in a deprived area.

The figures shown in Charts 1, 2, 3 and 4 provide four of the 13 key National
Improvement Framework measures used to measure the poverty-related
attainment gap. These key measures are:

e Percentage of P1, P4 and P7 pupils combined achieving expected Level in
Literacy;

e Percentage of P1, P4 and P7 pupils combined achieving expected Level in
Numeracy;

e Percentage of S3 pupils achieving Third Level or better in Literacy and;

e Percentage of S3 pupils achieving Third Level or better in Numeracy.

The charts show Achievement of CfE Levels by SIMD since 2016-17, with the ‘pp’
abbreviation indicating percentage point difference between pupils from the most
and least deprived areas (referred to as the attainment gap).

Primary Stages

The attainment gap among primary pupils combined was at its lowest ever level for
literacy.

As attainment among the most deprived has improved more than the least deprived
in the past year, the attainment gap has narrowed slightly from 20.5 percentage
points in 2022-23 to 20.2 percentage points in 2023-24.
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Chart 1: The attainment gap in literacy at primary level has narrowed to its
lowest ever level

Percentage of P1, P4 and P7 pupils (combined) achieving expected CfE level in
literacy by SIMD, 2016-17 to 2023-24
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® SIMD Quintile 1 - Most Deprived @ SIMD Quintile 5 - Least Deprived

The attainment gap in numeracy increased from 17.0 percentage points in 2022-23
to 17.4 percentage points in 2023-24. This is slightly wider than it was in 2017-18
and 2018-19. Attainment for pupils from the least deprived areas increased by 0.5

percentage points; attainment for pupils from the most deprived areas did not
change.

Chart 2: The attainment gap in numeracy at primary level increased in the
latest year and remains wider than in 2018-19

Percentage of P1, P4 and P7 pupils (combined) achieving expected CfE level in
numeracy by SIMD, 2016-17 to 2023-24
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Secondary (S3) Stage

For S3, the most deprived group has seen an increase in the proportion of pupils
achieving the expected level for literacy to the highest since records began in 2016-
17.

As attainment among the least deprived pupils has remained stable, the S3 pupils
attainment gap in literacy has narrowed from 13.7 percentage points in 2022-23 to
12.7 percentage points in 2023-24. This is the lowest on record.

Chart 3: The attainment gap in literacy at S3 narrowed in the latest year, to
the lowest on record

Percentage of S3 pupils achieving Third Level or better in Literacy by SIMD, 2016-
17 to 2023-24
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The proportion of S3 pupils achieving third level or better in numeracy in the least
deprived areas has remained fairly stable over the last three years. Over the same
time period attainment has improved in the most deprived areas, leading to a
narrowing of the attainment gap to 12.0 percentage points, representing the lowest
level ever recorded.



Chart 4: Attainment gap in numeracy at S3 narrowed in the latest year to the
lowest since 2016-17

Percentage of S3 pupils achieving Third Level or better in Numeracy by SIMD,
2016-17 to 2023-24
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Chapter 3 : Achievement of CfE Levels by
pupil characteristics

Sex

In 2023-24, female pupils outperformed male pupils across all literacy organisers at
all stages. The biggest difference was in writing where there was a ten percentage
point gap at primary stages combined and a four percentage point gap at S3 (third
level or better).

For numeracy, there was very little difference between female and male pupils. For
primary stages combined there was a one percentage point gap and no gap at S3
level.

For literacy as a whole, female pupils outperformed male pupils by ten percentage
points at primary stages combined and the gap for S3 pupils at Third Level or better
was five percentage points.

Chart 5: Females outperformed males across all organisers in literacy, but
there was little difference in numeracy

Percentage of pupils achieving expected CfE levels, by sex and stage, 2023-24

mFemale mMale
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Level) combined better) Level) Level) combined better) Level)
| iteracv Numeracy
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Ethnicity

The majority of pupils in the Achievement of CfE Levels data collection were White
— Scottish (71 per cent of all pupils), followed by White — non-Scottish (13 per cent
of all pupils). The remaining ethnic groups each made up 2.5 per cent or less of all
pupils. The relative sizes of these groups of pupils should be kept in mind when
interpreting results.

For primary pupils, performance was highest for those of an Asian - Chinese
background. 83 per cent achieved the expected level in literacy and 94 per cent in
numeracy. This pattern has been broadly consistent over time.

Chart 6: Asian Chinese primary pupils performed best in literacy and
numeracy

Percentage of P1, P4 and P7 pupils combined achieving literacy and numeracy CfE
levels, by ethnicity, 2023-24

H Literacy = Numeracy

R
White - Non Scottish 75
Mixed or multiple ethnic groups
Asian - Indian
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Asian - Chinese
African / Black / Caribbean
All other categories
Not Disclosed / Unknown

At S3 (Third Level or better), performance in literacy was highest for pupils from
Asian — Indian backgrounds (96 per cent). In numeracy performance was highest
for pupils from Asian — Chinese backgrounds (99 per cent).

White - Scottish
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Chart 7: Asian Indian pupils performed best in literacy and Asian Chinese
pupils performed best in numeracy at S3 level

Percentage of S3 pupils achieving Third Level or better by ethnicity, 2023-24
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Additional Support Need (ASN) status
Table 3: The percentage of pupils recorded as having an Additional Support
Need increased throughout the stages

Percentage of pupils recorded as having an Additional Support Need by stage,
2023-24

Stage Percentage with ASN
P1 14
P4 31
P7 39
S3 43
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The number of pupils identified with additional support needs (ASN) has increased
markedly over a number of years and there continues to be year on year increases
(see Table 1.5 of the pupil census supplementary tables). These increases were
likely due in part to continued improvements in recording and the introduction of the
additional need types 'Child plans' and ‘Other’ in 2011. This should be kept in mind
when interpreting Achievement of CfE Levels data by Additional Support Needs.

Chart 8: Differences in attainment of pupils with and without a record of
additional support needs were greater at primary stages than at S3

Percentage of pupils achieving expected CfE levels by additional support needs
and stage, 2023-24

mASN mnoASN

o3 97 96 97 % %
88 88 ”
82 81 - 83
74
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Reading  Writing  Listening Literacy Numeracy Reading  Writing Listening Literacy Numeracy
and and
Talking Talking
P1, P4, P7 combined S3 (3rd level or better)

The percentage of pupils achieving the expected CfE level was lower for pupils
recorded as having an ASN compared to pupils without a recorded ASN, across all
stages and organisers.

For all organisers the difference in performance between pupils with and without a
recorded ASN was greater in the primary stages than at S3 (third level or better).
The biggest differences occurred in writing. There was a gap of 30 percentage
points at primary stages combined and 15 percentage points at S3 (third level or
better).

English as an Additional Language (EAL) status

Around seven per cent of pupils in the 2023-24 data collection were recorded as
having English as an Additional Language (EAL).

The percentage of pupils achieving the expected CfE level was lower for pupils with
English as an additional language than for those with English as their main
language across most stages and organisers.
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The gap was lowest in numeracy. At primary stages combined the gap in numeracy
performance was three percentage points. However, S3 pupils with EAL performed
better than their counterparts at Third Level or better, and Fourth Level, by three
percentage points.

Chart 9: Pupils with English as an additional language performed less well in
literacy across all stages but better in numeracy at S3

Percentage of pupils achieving expected CfE levels, by English as an Additional
Language status and stage, 2023-24

m English as an additional language m English as main language
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Urban Rural Classification

At primary stages (combined) performance in both literacy and numeracy in 2023-
24 was highest for pupils from accessible rural areas and lowest for pupils from

remote small towns (excluding pupils for whom the Urban Rural Classification was
unknown).

Similarly, in S3 the percentage of pupils achieving literacy and numeracy at Third
Level or better was lowest in remote small towns. It was highest in accessible rural

areas for literacy and in remote rural areas and accessible rural areas for
numeracy.

14



Chart 10: Attainment of expected levels was highest in accessible rural areas

and lowest in remote small towns

Percentage of pupils achieving expected CfE levels, by urban rural classification

and stage, 2023-24
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Detailed results by Urban Rural Classification can be found in the supplementary

tables.
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Chapter 4. Achievement of CfE Levels In
Gaidhlig

Information on the Gaidhlig data collected as part of the Achievement of CfE Levels
data collection can be found in the methodology document. Numeracy and English
literacy data for pupils learning in Gaidhlig are also included in the other chapters of
this report.

1,598 pupils at Primary stages and 380 S3 pupils are included in the Achievement
of CfE Levels data are in Gaelic medium schools/classes.

The proportions of pupils achieving expected levels in Gaidhlig at primary stages
were higher in 2023-24 than in any previous year across all organisers.

Chart 11: Primary attainment in Gaidhlig increased over the latest year for all
organisers

Percentage of primary pupils achieving expected CfE levels in Gaidhlig, 2016-17 to
2023-24
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At S3, 84 per cent of pupils achieving third level or better in literacy in 2023-24. This
is down from 96 per cent in 2022-23 and the second lowest on record. With a small
number of pupils, figures vary considerably from year to year.

Table 4: Fewer S3 pupils attained the expected CfE levels in Gaidhlig in 2023-
24 than in 2022-23

Percentage of S3 pupils achieving expected CfE levels in Gaidhlig, 2016-17 to
2023-24

Year Stage / Level Reading Writing Listening Literacy
and
Talking
2023-24 S3 - Third Level or better 84 85 86 84
2022-23 S3 - Third Level or better 96 96 96 96
2021-22 S3 - Third Level or better 92 91 91 89

No data collected in 2019-20 and 2020-21

2018-19 S3 - Third Level or better 83 80 81 80
2017-18 S3 - Third Level or better 97 97 97 96
2016-17 S3 - Third Level or better 98 94 98 94

Pupils receiving a Gaelic medium education are also assessed in English (from P7
onwards) and numeracy (from P4 onwards).

A higher proportion of P7 pupils based in Gaelic medium schools and classes
achieved expected levels in English literacy and numeracy organisers than pupils
as a whole. P7 pupils receiving Gaelic medium education performed better than the
average by six percentage points across the literacy organisers and by five
percentage points in numeracy.

Similarly, the proportion of S3 pupils based in Gaelic medium schools and classes

achieving third level or better was between six and eight percentage points higher

than the proportions for all pupils across each of the English literacy and numeracy
organisers.

For S3 pupils achieving fourth level, the pattern was reversed with pupils receiving
Gaelic medium education less likely to achieve fourth level than pupils as a whole.
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Chapter 5: Achievement of CfE Levels of
pupils based in special schools/units

In 2023-24 around one quarter of pupils within special schools and standalone
special units were following their own milestones, a further quarter of pupils had not
yet achieved early level and three per cent of pupils in special schools and
standalone special units were not assessed. For further information see section 4.3
of the methodology paper.

In order to show the full range of information recorded for pupils in special schools
and standalone special units the calculations in this chapter include pupils recorded
as Not Assessed. Pupils recorded as Not Assessed are excluded from the analysis
in other chapters. Therefore, these proportions cannot be directly compared to
those presented in other Chapters of this report.

From 2021-22 onwards, a new recording option, ‘studying beyond BGE level’, has
been introduced for pupils in special schools and standalone special units. In 2023-
24, 16 per cent of pupils in standalone special schools and units were recorded in
this way. This is slightly higher than in 2022-23 (14 per cent). This recording option
was not available prior to 2021-22 and so caution should be exercised if making
comparisons over time, particularly when comparing the proportions of pupils
recorded as ‘Not Assessed’. For further information see Section 4.3 of the
methodology paper.
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Chart 12: More than a quarter of pupils in special schools/units achieved
early level or higher

Percentage of special schools/units pupils achieving CfE levels, 2023-24
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Chapter 6: Achievement of CfE Levels by
local authority

If making comparisons between local authorities we recommend keeping in mind
the context of the authorities and their approach to assessment. See Section 5.6 of
the methodology report for more information.

Details of achievement of CfE levels by local authority (2016-17 to 2023-24) can be
found in the supplementary tables. The supplementary tables also include a
breakdown of local authority achievement of CfE levels by deprivation (SIMD
quintiles).

In charts 13 and 14 the blue dots represent local authorities and the green bars
represent the Scotland average.

The largest range in results among individual organisers (i.e. excluding literacy)
occurs in writing with a range of 21 percentage points at P4 and 23 percentage
points at P7. This was largely influenced by one local authority which had
considerably higher proportions than the others.

Chart 13: Variation at primary level between local authorities was greatest for
writing and smallest for listening and talking

Percentage of P1, P4 and P7 pupils achieving expected CfE levels by organiser
and local authority, 2023-24
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The range of results in listening and talking was narrower, with a range of between
13 and 15 percentage points across local authorities.
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At S3 the range is results for attainment at third level or better was smaller than at
fourth level.

The smallest range at third level or better was in listening and talking where the
range was 13 percentage points and widest for numeracy at 19 percentage points.

Chart 14: Variation between local authorities at S3 level was greater for fourth
level than for third level or better

Percentage of S3 pupils achieving CfE levels by organiser and local authority,
2023-24
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Data and Methodology

Please refer to the methodology paper.

Future Analysis Plans

We are considering possibly secondary analysis (including data linkage) of the
ACEL data to provide additional insights into the data, for example a cohort-based
series. We are seeking the views of users on what types of secondary analysis
would be most useful. Please contact us via the email address below if you have
any suggestions or wish to discuss.

Tell us what you think

We are always interested to hear from our users about how our statistics are used,
and how they can be improved.

Enquiries

For enquiries about this publication please contact:

Julie Ramsay
Education Analytical Services
E-mail: school.stats@gov.scot

For general enquiries about Scottish Government statistics please contact:

Office of the Chief Statistician
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@qgoVv.scot

More information about Scottish Government statistics is available on the Scottish
Government website.

Join our mailing list

If you would like to receive notifications about statistical publications, or find out
about consultations on our statistics please join the ScotStat mailing list.

Future publications

Details of future publications can be found on our forthcoming publications page.
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