An Official Statistics publication for Scotland

AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND MARINE

Scottish Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba
gov.scot

Organic Farming in Scotland, 2016 Statistics

18™ May 2017

Organic land area

(fully organic or in conversion)

Chart 1: Organic land in Scotland, UK and Europe, 2002 to 2016
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The area of organic land
in Scotland fell four per
cent in 2016, down to
122,000 hectares. Of
this, 2,300 hectares were
still in the process of
conversion to organic
status.

This was the eighth
consecutive fall in the
area of organic land. The
total area is now
equivalent to 2.2 per cent
of agricultural land in
Scotland, compared to
2.9 per cent in the UK as
a whole. Scotland now
has just under a quarter
of the UK’s organic land.

In 2002 almost eight per cent of agricultural land in Scotland was organic, nearly
double the rate in the UK. But this fell sharply and by 2007 the rate was about
four per cent, matching that across the UK, and since then Scotland has been below

the rest of the UK.

In the European Union, the percentage of farmland that is organic has been rising

steadily, reaching 6.2 per cent in 2015.



Organic producers and
Processors

Chart 2: Organic producers and processors, 2005-2016
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Organic land-use

Chart 3: Organic land-use in Scotland and UK, 2016
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Chart 4: Percentage of land that is organic, 2014 to 2016
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United Kingdom

The number of organic
producers/processors in
Scotland rose four per
cent to 560 (of which
355 were producers),
up from 539 in 2015.
The number has been
generally falling since
2008, as it has been in
the UK as a whole. The
UK figure for 2016 of
6,363 was a five per
cent increase on the
2015 figure.

Most of the organic land
in Scotland was pasture
(permanent and
temporary grassland
and rough grazing).
This accounted for
113,000 hectares, or

93 per cent of
Scotland’s organic land
and three per cent of
Scotland’s pasture.

There were also 4,500
hectares of cereal

(four per cent of organic
land and one per cent
of Scotland’s land
growing cereals).

There were also 1,000
hectares growing
organic vegetables
(including potatoes),
which was one per cent
of organic land and

two per cent of land
growing vegetables in
Scotland.



Organic livestock

Chart 5: Percentage of livestock that are organic, 2014 to 2016
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About 29,000 cattle in
Scotland, or 1.6 per
cent of Scotland’s

3.0 total, were certified
organic. This was

16 per cent up on
2015. There were
115,000 sheep

(1.7 per cent, down
13 per cent), 1,700
pigs (0.5 per cent), and
241,000 poultry

Cattle Sheep Pigs Poultry (1.7 per cent) that
were certified organic.
Of the poultry, a
guarter were table
birds, the remainder
were layers.
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The reported rates in Scotland were lower than for the UK as a whole for cattle,
sheep and pigs, but slightly higher for poultry.

Approximately 62 million organic eggs were produced in Scotland during 2016,
equating to about four per cent of eggs.

Workforce

Linkage of farms with organic status with returns to the 2016 June Agricultural
Census suggest that a total of about 900 people are employed on these farms
(including working occupiers). This equates to 1.4 per cent of the agricultural
workforce (headcount).



Data source

This release contains data compiled by the UK Organic Certification Bodies. The
data are sent to DEFRA each year to form the annual return required under
European Commission Regulation No 889/2008. The data do not represent a
snapshot at a particular date, but give the position on farms when they are inspected
by the certifier bodies at some point during the year.

Please visit www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-
food-rural-affairs/series/organic-farming for more information regarding this survey.

If you have any questions or comments about this publication, please e-mail
agric.stats@gov.scot, or phone 0300 244 9716

In conversion

Only food that has been produced in accordance with standards set out by EU
regulation may be sold as “organic” within the EU. In most cases land must be
managed organically for at least two years before it becomes eligible for organic
status. The data in this publication generally include those still within the two year
conversion period.

Data tables

The data used to create the charts in this publication are available online in the
accompanying spreadsheet.


http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs/series/organic-farming
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs/series/organic-farming
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An Official Statistics publication for Scotland

Official and National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out
in the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. Both undergo regular quality
assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs and are produced free
from any political interference.

Correspondence and enquiries

For enquiries about this publication please contact:

Neil White

RESAS, Q Spur, Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh. EH11 3XD
0300 244 9715

e-mail: agric.stats@gov.scot

For general enquiries about Scottish Government statistics please contact:
Office of the Chief Statistician, Telephone: 0131 244 0442,
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@gov.scot

How to access background or source data

The data collected for this <statistical bulletin / social research publication>:
[ are available in more detail through Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics

[] are available via an alternative route

may be made available on request, subject to consideration of legal and ethical
factors. Please contact agric.stats@gov.scot for further information.

[] cannot be made available by Scottish Government for further analysis as
Scottish Government is not the data controller.

Complaints and suggestions

If you are not satisfied with our service or have any comments or suggestions,
please write to the Chief Statistician, 3WR, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1
3DG, Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail statistics.enquiries@gov.Scot.

If you would like to be consulted about statistical collections or receive notification
of publications, please register your interest at www.gov.scot/scotstat
Details of forthcoming publications can be found at www.gov.scot/statistics
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