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Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey 2011 
 
1   Background to the Survey 
 
1.1   This bulletin presents a summary of results from the 2011 Scottish Vacant and 
Derelict Land Survey (SVDLS). It is the 20th survey in a series including the first pilot 
study in 1988, the first completed survey in 1990, and enhanced surveys conducted 
annually since 1993. The survey is the only national data source for vacant and 
derelict land. 
 
1.2   The survey is a co-operative effort between local authorities and the Scottish 
Government. Table E in the Annex shows annual participation rates by local 
authorities since 1996. 
 
Chart 1: Local Authorities with the highest amount of Derelict and Urban 
Vacant land, 2011 

 
1.3   During the collection of the 2011 survey, previous survey returns for the years 
2005 to 2010 were revised to remove sites that had been taken out of the survey for 
definitional reasons. Revised data received from local authorities for the period 2005 
– 2010 highlighted in the 2011 survey returns has also been included in this 
publication. This process allows for improved time series analysis within this bulletin. 
Further information is available in section A4 of the Annex, along with unrevised 
historical data for 1996 to 2004. 
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Throughout the bulletin: 
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2   Summary 
 
2.1   The following main points emerge from the 2011 survey: 

• There were 10,809 hectares of derelict and urban vacant land recorded in the 
2011 survey, of which 2,513  hectares (23%) were classified as urban vacant 
and 8,297 hectares were classified as derelict (77%). 

• Since 2005, there has been an increase of 281 hectares in the total amount of 
derelict and urban vacant land recorded in the survey, from 10,528 hectares in 
2005 to 10,809 hectares in 2011. This is attributable to the land that has been 
brought back into productive use or removed due to naturalisation being 
balanced by a small number of large sites falling out of use. 

• Since 2005, an average of 488 hectares of derelict and urban vacant land was 
brought back into use each year. The 2011 survey recorded 336 hectares of 
derelict and urban vacant land being reused since 2010. 

• The local authority with the highest amount of recorded derelict and urban 
vacant land is North Lanarkshire, containing 1,438 hectares (13% of Scotland 
total). North Ayrshire has the second highest amount with 1,314 hectares (12% 
of Scotland total). Glasgow City is third with 1,303 hectares (12%). 

 
2.2   The Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey (SVDLS) is an annual survey 
undertaken to establish the extent and state of vacant and derelict land in Scotland 
and the amount of land that has been reclaimed since the previous survey. Since 
2009, all local authorities have provided data each year. Prior to this, not all local 
authorities fully participated. Annex Table E records local authority annual 
participation in the survey. The main purpose of the survey is to provide a national 
data source to inform the programming of the rehabilitation, planning and reuse of 
urban vacant and derelict sites. In 2011, we received data from every authority. 
 
2.3   Vacant land is land which is unused for the purposes for which it is held and is 
viewed as an appropriate site for development. This land must either have had prior 
development on it or preparatory work has taken place in anticipation of future 
development. The main part of this bulletin covers vacant land (referred to as ‘urban 
vacant’) that is located within settlements of over 2,000 in population (as defined in 
council local plans, see Annex Section A.5). Some local authorities have also 
surveyed for vacant land within settlements of under 2,000 in population. Further 
information on those results can be found in Annex Table B. 
 
2.4   Derelict land (and buildings) is land which has been so damaged by 
development, that it is incapable of development for beneficial use without 
rehabilitation. In addition the land must currently not be used for the purpose for 
which it is held or a use acceptable in the local plan. Land also qualifies as derelict if 
it has an unremedied previous use which could constrain future development. For 
urban vacant and derelict land, site records must be at least 0.1 hectares in size to 
be included. 
 
2.5   Table 1 shows that in 2011 there were 10,809 hectares of derelict and urban 
vacant land, of which 77%   was classified as derelict (8,297 hectares). Six councils 
(North Lanarkshire, North Ayrshire, Glasgow City, Highland, Renfrewshire and Fife) 
together contain 65% of all recorded derelict and urban vacant land. 
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2.6   4,037 sites were recorded in the 2011 survey. The 12 largest sites in Scotland 
collectively account for 27% of all recorded derelict and urban vacant land. Those 
sites (all of which are derelict) include the former Royal Ordnance site at Bishopton, 
Renfrewshire (708 hectares), Fearn and Fendom Airfields in Highland (collectively 
681 hectares), the Ardeer sites in North Ayrshire (574 hectares), a former opencast 
site by Kinglassie in Fife (305 hectares) and Ravenscraig East in North Lanarkshire 
(144 hectares). As an aside, the 200-hectare former airbase at Edzell, 
Aberdeenshire appears in this bulletin, but only in annex B, given that it is a vacant 
site in a small settlement. 
 
2.7   This bulletin separately identifies urban vacant and derelict land within the Loch 
Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority (LLTNP). Previously sites within the 
national park boundaries were recorded within the relevant local authority boundary. 
Therefore the amount of vacant and derelict land within Argyll and Bute, Perth and 
Kinross, Stirling and West Dunbartonshire local authorities for 2011 is not directly 
comparable with that for previous years, as those sites falling within the LLTNP are 
separately identified in 2011. 
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Table 1: Derelict and Urban Vacant land by local authority area, 20111 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. As a percentage of the total vacant/derelict land recorded in Scotland. 
3. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 
 



 

 7 

2.8   The distribution of derelict and urban vacant land by Enterprise Region is 
shown in Table 2. The region with the most derelict and urban vacant land is West 
Central Scotland (6,370 hectares, or 59% of the total for Scotland). 
 
2.9   Table 2 also shows that there are 51 hectares of urban vacant and derelict land 
located within Scotland’s National Parks (20 hectares in Cairngorms and 31 hectares 
in Loch Lomond and The Trossachs). 
 
 
Table 2: Derelict and Urban Vacant land by Enterprise Region, 20111,2 

    Derelict and Urban Vacant land located within Scotland’s National Parks,   
 20111,2 
 

 
 
1.   Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2.   A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
 
 

2.10  Table 3 shows the area of recorded derelict and urban vacant land in the years 
2005-2011. It should be noted that a small number of councils did not participate in 
every survey during those years. In these cases, the previous years’ data is rolled 
forward until new data becomes available. 
 
2.11   The period covered by the most recent survey (2011) showed a net decrease 
of 47 hectares in Scotland’s total amount of derelict and urban vacant land, from 
10,857 hectares in 2010 to 10,809 hectares in 2011. This follows a decrease of 15 
hectares in derelict and urban vacant land recorded in 2010. 
 
2.12   Overall, the total amount of derelict and urban vacant land in Scotland has 
shown a net increase of 3% since 2005 (from 10,528 hectares in 2005 to 10,809 
hectares in 2011). This net change is caused by the rehabilitation and reuse of some 
sites and others becoming vacant or derelict, illustrated by the figures in tables 16 
and 20. The change in the recorded amount of derelict and urban vacant land during 
2005-2011 is much more varied by council. 24 councils had decreases in levels of 
recorded derelict and urban vacant land, including Aberdeen City (down 64%), East 
Dunbartonshire (down 48%), Perth & Kinross (down 48%) and Moray (down 35%). 7 
councils have more recorded derelict and urban vacant land in 2011 than they did in 
2005. This includes North Ayrshire (up 140%), Scottish Borders (up 65%) and 



 

 8 

Aberdeenshire (up 35%). Some of the larger percentage changes for certain councils 
(for example the Shetland Islands) are due to there only being a small base of 
recorded land in 2005. 
 
Table 3: Total Derelict and Urban Vacant land by local authority area, 2005-
20111,2,3 

 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
3. During 2011, historical data for the years 2005-2010 were revised to remove sites that had been 

taken out of the survey for definitional reasons and to correct any revisions to the data highlighted 
in the 2011 survey returns. Further information on this process is available in the Annex along with 
un-amended historical data for the survey years of 1996-2004. 

4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 
boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 

5. Previous SVDLS bulletins have used 2002 instead of 2005 as the base year for percentage 
change and so these percentages should not be compared with those in previous bulletins. 
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3   Derelict land:  Levels and Location 
 
3.1   This section focuses exclusively on derelict land, its levels over the past 7 years 
and its location within Scotland. As previously stated, derelict land is land which has 
been so damaged by development, that it is incapable of development for beneficial 
use without rehabilitation. The land must currently not be used for the purpose for 
which it is held or a use acceptable in the local plan. Land also qualifies as derelict if 
it has an unremedied previous use which could constrain future development. 
 
Table 4 : Total Derelict land by local authority area, 2005-20111,2,3 

 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
3. During 2011, historical data for the years 2005-2010 were revised to remove sites that had been 

taken out of the survey for definitional reasons and to correct any revisions to the data highlighted 
in the 2011 survey returns. Further information on this process is available in the Annex along with 
un-amended historical data for the survey years of 1996-2004. 

4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 
boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 

5. Previous SVDLS bulletins have used 2002 instead of 2005 as the base year for percentage 
change and so these percentages should not be compared with those in previous bulletins. 
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3.2   Table 4 shows the area of recorded derelict land in the years 2005-2011, split 
by local authority. It should be noted that a small number of councils did not 
participate in every survey between 2005-2011. In these cases, previous years’ data 
is rolled forward until new data becomes available. 
 
3.3   Overall , the total amount of derelict land has shown a net increase of 486 
hectares (6%), from 7,811 hectares in 2005 to 8,297 hectares by 2011. This increase 
is largely driven by the increase in North Ayrshire (219%), and excluding North 
Ayrshire, the other authorities have recorded a net decrease of 271 hectares. Some 
councils have seen large percentage decreases (for example Aberdeen City, down 
67%) whereas others have seen increases in levels of derelict land (for example 
Scottish Borders, up 51%). Some of the larger percentage changes for certain 
councils (for example the Shetland Islands and Moray) are due to there only being a 
small base of recorded land in 2005.  
 
3.4    The six councils recording the highest amount of derelict land are  North 
Lanarkshire (1,147 ha) North Ayrshire (1,102 ha), Highland (1,017 ha), Fife (776 ha), 
Renfrewshire (766 ha) and Glasgow City (668 ha). Together these councils account 
for 66% of all derelict land recorded in 2011. 
 
3.5   Out of these 6 councils , North Ayrshire has had the most obvious increase in 
its amount of derelict land since 2005, from 345 hectares in 2005 to 1,102 hectares 
in 2011. This is largely due to a small number of very large sites at Ardeer becoming 
derelict in 2006. Scottish Borders  also showed a large increase (of 51%) in this 
period, but in recent years has declined from a peak in 2007. 
 
3.6   Looking at the other councils, the trend in North Lanarkshire has shown a 
gradual increase since 2005 leading to an overall 12% increase in derelict land 
between 2005 and 2011. Renfrewshire dropped from 780 hectares to 766 hectares 
(down 2%), Highland from 935 hectares to 1,017 hectares (up 9%) and Glasgow City 
from 750 hectares to 668 hectares (down 11%). 
 
3.7   Table 5 shows the number, location  and average size of derelict sites by local 
authority in 2011. The average size of a derelict site in Scotland is 4.3 hectares. 75% 
of all Scotland’s derelict sites are found within a settlement. The remaining 25% are 
within the countryside. Whilst a clear majority of derelict sites are located within 
settlements, there is actually more derelict land outside of settlements (in the 
countryside) than within. This is because the average size of a countryside site is 
10.3 hectares, whereas the average size of a settlement-based derelict site is only 
2.3 hectares. 4,931 hectares of derelict land is currently located within the 
countryside. This is 59% of total derelict land in Scotland, whereas the remaining 
41% (3,365 hectares) is located within a settlement. It is notable that the 708 hectare 
former Royal Ordnance site in Renfrewshire increases the average size of 
countryside sites by 17%, and without it they would average 8.9 hectares. 
 
3.8   Glasgow City has the largest number of settlement-based derelict sites with 297 
recorded in 2011. North Lanarkshire has the highest amount of derelict land 
recorded within settlements in 2011 (706 hectares). This accounts for 21% of all 
settlement-based derelict land. 
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3.9   North Lanarkshire has the largest number of countryside-based derelict sites 
with 73 recorded in 2011. North Ayrshire, Renfrewshire and Highland collectively 
account for 47% of all countryside-based derelict land. This is due mainly to the 
presence of some very large derelict sites, namely the aforementioned Former Royal 
Ordnance site at Bishopton (708 hectares), the Ardeer sites in North Ayrshire (574 
hectares) and the Fearn/Fendom Airfields in Highland (collectively 681 hectares). 
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Table 5: Location of Derelict sites by local authority and average site size, 20111,2,3 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
3. Settlements as defined by Local Authorities in their latest council approved local plans (see Annex Section A.5). 
4. As a percentage of the total amount of derelict land that is within a settlement in Scotland. 
5. As a percentage of the total amount of derelict land that is within the countryside in Scotland. 
6. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, 

Perth & Kinross, Stirling and West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. In previous years, these 
sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 
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3.10   Chart 2 below shows the ten councils with the most derelict land in relation to 
the size of their administrative area. The figures for all councils can be found in Table 
C in the annex. Approximately 3.8% of Glasgow City’s total land area is derelict. The 
comparative figures for the next highest councils are 2.9% in Renfrewshire, 2.4% in 
North Lanarkshire, 1.3% in West Lothian, 1.2% in North Ayrshire and 1.1% in West 
Dunbartonshire. Across Scotland as a whole, slightly more than 0.1% of all land is 
derelict. 
 
Chart 2: Local Authorities with the highest amount of Derelict land as a 
percentage of local authority administrative area, 2011 

 
 
3.11   Table 6 shows the characteristics of derelict land in Scotland during 2011. Of 
the 1,951 derelict sites recorded in the 2011 survey 1,435 (74%) were given a 
characteristic. In terms of land the response rate is higher, with 6,539 out of 8,297 
hectares of derelict land classified by characteristic (79%). 
 
3.12   Table 6 also shows the variation in the characteristics of derelict land (for the 
79% of land that has been classified by characteristic). 31% of this derelict land 
(2,058 hectares and 191 sites) is recorded as having both building remains and 
possible left over chemicals/substances. A further 19% of derelict land (1,217 
hectares and 38 sites) is characterised by a mixture of building remains, possible left 
over chemicals/substances and the remains of abandoned physical material (stone 
deposits, rubble etc).  Whilst accounting for only 10% of characterised derelict land, 
it is worth noting that the most common derelict characteristic in terms of sites 
affected is the remains of buildings, with 503 sites recorded as having this as a 
single characteristic. It should be noted that there is potential for a lot of overlap in 
these categories, so the results should be treated with some caution. 
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Table 6: Derelict Land Characteristics, 20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentages  
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4   Derelict Land: People’s proximity to Derelict land 
 
4.1   This section focuses exclusively on derelict land and people’s proximity to such 
sites throughout Scotland. In 2011 there were 1,951 derelict sites recorded in the 
SVDLS. 
 
4.2   Table 7 shows the percentage of local authority population that are estimated to 
live within various distances of derelict land in 2011. This is a measure of people’s 
proximity to derelict land and not their exposure to it. 
 
Table 7: Percentage of local authority population living within various 
distances of Derelict land, 20111,2,3 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding 
2. Population figures used for each local authority are the latest mid-year estimates published by NRS 

(in this case 2010). 
3. Further information on how this data was calculated is available in Annex Section A.7. 
4. A partial survey was completed for Highland - see Annex A.11. 
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Map 1:  Percentage of population within 500m of a Derelict site, 2011 
 

 
 
4.3  30.1% of Scotland’s population lives within 500m of derelict land. A further 
26.3% within the ‘500m to less than a 1,000m’ bracket. The remaining 43.6% live at 
least 1,000m from derelict land. 
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4.4  People’s proximity to derelict land varies significantly at the council level. For 
example, 60.1% of Glasgow City’s population lives within 500m of a derelict site, 
whereas the figures for Aberdeen and Edinburgh are 30.6% and 23.1% respectively. 
Other councils with an above-average proportion of their population living close to 
derelict land include West Dunbartonshire (62.0%), North Lanarkshire (57.8%) and 
North Ayrshire (45.2%). The population of the Shetland Islands is least likely to be 
living close to derelict land with only 1.0% within 500m of a derelict site. 
 
4.5   The map on page 16 shows the percentage of each local authority’s population 
that lives with 500m of derelict land in 2011, based on the results from table 7. 
 
4.6   Table 8 shows the percentage of local authority population that lives within 
500m of derelict land for the years 2005-2011. It also shows this proximity 
information for sites that have been derelict since before 1991. 
 
4.7   In 2005, an estimated 27.1% of Scotland’s population lived within 500m of a 
derelict site. This has increased to 30.1% in 2011. 
 
4.8   Between 2005 and 2011, the percentage of Scotland’s population that lives 
within 500m of a site that has been derelict since before 1991 fell to 12.8% in 2011. 
The only increases in proximity to pre-1991 sites are usually caused either by the 
entry of “new” sites that have been derelict for a long time, or where old sites change 
type from vacant to derelict. New residential developments will also have a small 
effect. Those councils with the largest percentage of people within 500m of a site 
derelict before 1991 are Glasgow (40.7%), West Dunbartonshire (39.4%), Midlothian 
(35.6%) and North Lanarkshire (21.8%). 
 
4.9   The large apparent increase recorded in Orkney in 2010 was due to the 
appearance in the survey that year of numerous previously unrecorded sites, 
especially around Kirkwall. 
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Table 8: Percentage of local authority population living within 500m of Derelict 
land, 2005-20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Population figures used for each local authority are the latest mid-year estimates published by NRS 
(in this case 2010). 
2. Further information on how this data was calculated is available in Annex Section A.7. 
3. A partial survey was completed for Highland - see Annex A.11. 
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5   Derelict and Urban Vacant Land:  The Location of such land relative to 
Deprivation 
 
5.1    This section focuses on derelict and urban vacant land and where it is situated 
relative to the 15% most deprived datazones in Scotland (as identified by the 
‘Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation’ (SIMD 2009, Version 2)).  The SIMD identifies 
small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of Scotland. It contains 
38 indicators in seven domains: Current Income, Employment, Health, Education, 
Skills and Training, Geographic Access to Services, Housing and Crime. SIMD 2009 
was published in October 2009 with a version 2 revision in July 2010 and updates 
the SIMD produced in 2006. 
 
Table 9: Derelict and Urban Vacant land located within the 15% most deprived 
datazones, 2007-20111,2,3,4,5 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. 2007-2011 analysis uses the results of the SIMD 2009 Version 2 General Report, revised in July 

2010. 
3. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
4. Further information on how this data was calculated is available in Annex Section A.8 
5. During 2011, historical data for the years 2005-2010 were revised to remove sites that had been 

taken out of the survey for definitional reasons and to correct any revisions to the data highlighted 
in the 2011 survey returns. Further information on this process is available in the Annex along with 
un-amended historical data for the survey years of 1996-2004. 
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5.2    Table 9 shows the proportion of each local authority’s datazones that are within 
Scotland’s 15% most deprived and the amount of derelict and urban vacant land that 
is situated within those datazones for the years 2007-2011. In 2007, 1,807 hectares 
of derelict and urban vacant land were situated within the 15% most deprived 
datazones. By 2011 this had decreased slightly to 1,760 hectares after peaking at 
1,864 hectares in 2009.  This represents 16% of all derelict and urban vacant land 
recorded in Scotland in 2011. 
 
5.3   Glasgow City has the largest amount of derelict and urban vacant land located 
within the 15% most deprived datazones for each of the last 5 years. This figure has 
increased by 16 hectares between 2007 and 2011 from 771 hectares to 787 
hectares, although it peaked in 2009 at 839 hectares. North Lanarkshire has the 
second highest amount of derelict and urban vacant land located within the 15% 
most deprived datazones for 2007-2011. This figure has dropped by 58 hectares 
between 2007 and 2011 from 392 hectares to 334 hectares and down from the peak 
in 2008 of 407 hectares.  
 
5.4   At the other end of the scale, Eilean Siar, Orkney Islands and Shetland Islands 
have no datazones within Scotland’s 15% most deprived, thus no derelict or urban 
vacant land could be recorded in Table 9. In addition to this, whilst Angus, East 
Lothian, Moray and Scottish Borders do have datazones within Scotland’s 15% most 
deprived, they do not have any derelict or urban vacant land situated within those 
areas. 
 
Chart 3: Percentage of Derelict and Urban Vacant land located within the 15% 
most deprived datazones, 2011 
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5.5   Chart 3 shows the amount of derelict and urban vacant land located within the 
15% most deprived datazones in 2011, split by local authority. Glasgow City has the 
highest proportion, with 45% of all derelict and urban vacant land within the 15% 
most deprived datazones being located within this council’s boundaries. North 
Lanarkshire is second, containing 19% of all derelict and urban vacant land located 
within the 15% most deprived datazones. Some distance behind those 2 councils lie 
Dundee City (5%), Highland (5%), South Lanarkshire (5%), Renfrewshire (4%) and 
Inverclyde (4%). Across Scotland as a whole, almost two thirds of all derelict and 
urban vacant land located within the 15% most deprived datazones are in either 
Glasgow City or North Lanarkshire. 
 
5.6   Chart 4 (on page 21) draws together the analysis on people’s proximity to 
derelict land in 2006/2011 and the information on deprivation levels contained within 
SIMD 2009 Version 2. Each deprivation decile is shown on the x-axis, whereby ‘1’ 
represents the 10% most deprived datazones in Scotland, through to ‘10’, which 
represents the 10% least deprived datazones in Scotland. For each decile, the 
proportion of the total datazone population that lives within 500m of a derelict site in 
2006 and 2011 is given. 
 
5.7   A clear relationship can be seen in Chart 6, whereby as datazones get 
progressively less deprived, the proportion of their population that lives within 500m 
of a derelict site becomes smaller. This relationship holds for both 2006 and 2011. 
Between 2006 and 2011 the total amount of derelict land has reduced by almost 
0.5%. The chart shows that there are increases in the percentages of Scotland’s 
population living within 500m of derelict land across all deprivation deciles. 
 
Chart 4: Percentage of Scotland’s population living within 500m of Derelict 
land by deprivation decile,  2006 & 2011 

 



 

 22 

6   Urban Vacant Land:  Levels of Urban Vacant Land 
 
6.1    This section focuses exclusively on urban vacant land, its levels over the past 7 
years and its location within Scotland. As previously stated, urban vacant land is land 
which is unused for the purposes for which it is held and is viewed as an appropriate 
site for development. The land must either have had prior development on it or 
preparatory work has taken place in anticipation of future development. Unlike 
derelict land, urban vacant land is generally not in need of rehabilitation before new 
development can commence. 
 
Chart 5: Local Authorities with the highest amount of Urban Vacant land, 2011 

 
 
6.2   Table 10 shows the amount of urban vacant land in Scotland, split by local 
authority for the years 2005-2011. Chart 5 shows the ten councils with the highest 
amount of urban vacant land in 2011. In 2011, there were 2,513 hectares of urban 
vacant land recorded in Scotland. Glasgow City has the most urban vacant land with 
635 hectares, followed by North Lanarkshire (290 hectares) and then North Ayrshire 
(212 hectares). In 2011, the largest piece of urban vacant land in Scotland was the 
Commonwealth Games Village site in Glasgow (30 hectares), followed by a site in 
Redburn, Irvine, North Ayrshire (23 hectares), Orchardbank Business Park in Forfar, 
Angus (22 hectares) and Claverhouse Business Park, Dundee (22 hectares). 
 
6.3   Table 10 shows that in 2005 there were 2,717 hectares of urban vacant land in 
Scotland. This figure fell in most years to the 2008 low of 2,498 hectares. In the two 
years, 2009 and 2010, this trend was reversed, but has been followed by a fall of 66 
hectares for the most recent year to 2,513 hectare in 2011. Between 2005 and 2011 
there has been a overall 8% reduction in the amount of urban and vacant land in 
Scotland. A small number of councils did not participate in every survey between 
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2005-2011. In those cases, previous years’ data is rolled forward until new data 
becomes available. 
 
6.4   Changes in the relative amount of urban vacant land in Scotland show greater 
variation at council level. Some councils have seen their levels of urban vacant land 
in 2005 more than halve by 2011. The largest percentage decreases have been 
seen in Perth & Kinross, Aberdeen City, Highland, East Dunbartonshire and 
Midlothian. Some of the larger percentage changes for certain councils (for example 
Shetland Islands) are due to there only being a small base of recorded land in 2005. 
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Table 10: Total Urban Vacant land by local authority area, 2005-20111,2,3 

 

 
 

1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
3. During 2011, historical data for the years 2005-2010 were revised to remove sites that had been 

taken out of the survey for definitional reasons and to correct any revisions to the data highlighted 
in the 2011 survey returns. Further information on this process is available in the Annex along with 
un-amended historical data for the survey years of 1996-2004. 

4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 
boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 

5. Previous SVDLS bulletins have used 2002 instead of 2005 as the base year for percentage 
change and so these percentages should not be compared with those in previous bulletins. 
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6.5   Looking at the 6 councils with the most urban vacant land in 2005, Chart 6 
shows the change since 2005 in total levels of urban vacant land.  Glasgow City has 
consistently had the highest amount of urban vacant land in Scotland for the period 
2005-2011. This authority reported 564 hectares of urban vacant land in 2005, 
increasing to 635 hectares (a net increase of 13%) by 2011. In contrast to Glasgow 
City, Highland has seen a 50% decrease in its level of urban vacant land during the 
past 7 years.  North Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire have also recorded small 
percentage decreases in their urban vacant land (8% and 4% respectively), whereas 
Dundee City and North Ayrshire have recorded small percentage increases (6% and 
5% respectively). If the top six authorities from 2011 were plotted on this chart 
instead of the top six at 2005, South Lanarkshire (107 hectares, a decrease of 22% 
since 2005) would replace Highland. 
 
Chart 6: Total level of Urban Vacant Land in top 6 (as at 2005) local authorities, 
2005-2011 
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7   Derelict and Urban Vacant Land: Previous Uses, Preferred Uses and Other 
Characteristics 
 
7.1   This section focuses on what the previous uses were for derelict and urban 
vacant land before it fell out of use. It then shows local authorities’ preferred future 
uses for derelict and urban vacant land. Information is also provided on how long 
derelict and urban vacant land has lain out of use and how developable that land is. 
 
7.2   The previous uses of derelict and urban vacant sites are shown in Table 11. 
Former agricultural land should only be included if it is characterised by specific 
unsightliness or neglect. However, local authorities have explained that in some 
instances former agricultural land is released for development and is then classed as 
vacant where either the land is prepared for development or development starts on 
the land. 
 
7.3   The previous use was unknown for 767 hectares of land (5% of the total 
amount of derelict and 15% of the total amount of urban vacant land recorded in 
2011). For those sites where the previous use is known, 25% of derelict land 
recorded in 2011 had been previously used for mineral activity (2,015 hectares), 
24% for manufacturing (1,896 hectares) and a further 22% for defence (1,756 
hectares). The most common previous use for urban vacant land, where previous 
use is known, was agriculture (23%, or 497 hectares) and the second most common 
previous use was residential development, accounting for 18% of recorded urban 
vacant land (396 hectares). 
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Table 11: Previous uses of derelict and urban vacant land, 20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding   
2. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11 
3. Excluding manufacturing    
4. Excluding passive open space  
5. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentages 
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7.4   Local authorities were asked to indicate up to three preferred future uses for the 
sites as defined in the most recent local plan or other approved local authority 
planning policy documents. The distribution of primary preference is shown in table 
12. The most popular preferred or intended future uses for derelict land, where 
known, were other general industry (20%), residential (19%), and other non-
categorised uses (12%). For urban vacant land, these were residential (44%), other 
general industry (16%) and manufacturing (13%). 
 
Table 12: Primary preferred or intended uses for Derelict or Urban Vacant 
sites, 20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding   
2. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11 
3. Excluding manufacturing    
4. Excluding passive open space                      
5. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentages 
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7.5   Where the length of time a site has lain unused was known, 26% (1,393 
hectares) of vacant and derelict land within settlements and 37% (1,779 hectares) of 
derelict land within the countryside had been unused since before 1986 (Tables 13 
and 14). Taken as a whole, 31% (3,172 hectares) of all vacant and derelict land 
across Scotland has been lying unused for at least 25 years, 15% (1,520 hectares) 
for at least 11 years and 16% (1,633 hectares) for at least 6 years.  There is a large 
degree of variation at the council level regarding how long vacant and derelict land 
has been unused for. 
 
Table 13: Sites in Settlements: Date when Vacant or Derelict land was first 
identified, by local authority area, 20111,2,3,4 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Figures are for total urban vacant land in settlements of 2,000 and over and derelict land in all 

settlements. 
3. Settlements as defined by local authorities in their latest council approved local plans (see Annex 

Section A.5). 
4. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
5. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentage values. 
6. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 
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Table 14: Sites in the Countryside: Date when Derelict land was first identified, 
by local authority area, 20111,2,3,4 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Figures are for total urban vacant land in settlements of 2,000 and over and derelict land in all 

settlements. 
3. Settlements as defined by local authorities in their latest council approved local plans (see Annex 

Section A.5). 
4. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
5. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentage values. 
6. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 



 

 31 

Table 15: Development Potential of Derelict and Urban Vacant land, 20111 
  

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentage values. 
 
7.6   Table 15 shows the development potential of derelict and urban vacant land 
within Scotland. 22% of all derelict land within Scotland (with known development 
potential) is developable in the short term, compared to 49% of all urban vacant land 
with known development potential. The higher proportion of urban vacant land being 
developable in the short term, compared to derelict land, is not surprising given 
derelict land (by definition) requires some form of rehabilitation before new 
development can commence. Overall, 29% of all derelict and urban vacant land 
within Scotland (with known development potential) is developable in the short term. 
Across Scotland, 12% of derelict land and 3% of urban vacant land is seen by local 
authorities as being uneconomic to develop and/or is viewed as suitable to reclaim 
for a ‘soft’ end use (i.e. non-built use). 
 
7.7   In 2011, a majority of all derelict and urban vacant land with known ownership 
had a single private owner (58% or 6,307 hectares). 23% or 2,486 hectares of 
derelict and urban vacant land with known ownership had a single public owner. The 
remaining 7% of derelict and urban vacant land with known ownership split is 4% 
(442 hectares) mixed public and private ownership, 2% (179 hectares) multiple 
private owners and 1% (88 hectares) multiple public owners.  Out of all the 10,809 
hectares of derelict and urban vacant land recorded in 2011, 12% (1,307 hectares) 
has unknown ownership. 
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8   Derelict and Urban Vacant Land: The Reuse and Fall Out of Derelict and 
Urban Vacant Land 
 
8.1   Table 16 shows the area and number of new distinct sites, which have been 
identified as vacant or derelict since the last survey was conducted. There were 209 
hectares (119 sites) of newly identified derelict land since the previous survey. Of 
these, 125 hectares (32 sites) were in North Lanarkshire and 21 hectares (11 sites) 
were in Fife. There were 92 hectares (109 sites) of newly identified urban vacant 
land since the previous survey. Of these, 15 hectares (29 sites) were in Glasgow and 
12 hectares (10 sites) were in Dundee. Note that these figures relate only to 
completely new sites identified; sites listed in the previous survey which changed in 
size are not included in Table 16. This increase accounts for approximately 301 
additional hectares of land. 
 
Table 16: New Sites identified since the previous survey by local authority 
area, 20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Sites identified since the previous survey but recorded as falling out of use prior to 2010 are not 

included in the above table. 
3. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 
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8.2   Tables 17 to 21 relate only to sites (or parts thereof) which were brought back 
into actual use. Sites removed for definitional reasons or due to naturalisation are not 
included. 17 sites and 18 hectares of formerly derelict and urban vacant land in 2011 
were removed due to naturalisation in the 2011 survey. Details of land removed for 
definitional reasons can be found in Table D in the Annex. 
 
Table 17: Derelict land reclaimed and Urban Vacant land brought back into use 
since the previous survey, by local authority area, 20111 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding.  
2. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
3. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 
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8.3   Table 17 shows that a total of 336 hectares (259 sites) were reclaimed or 
brought back into use since the previous survey, this figure includes vacant sites that 
were previously derelict and excludes those sites removed for definitional reasons or 
due to naturalisation. 180 hectares of land reclaimed back into use was derelict, of 
which 33% was in North Lanarkshire (59 hectares). Of the 156 hectares of urban 
vacant land brought back into use, 19% (30 hectares) was in North Lanarkshire and 
19% (29 hectares) was in Glasgow. The largest individual derelict or urban vacant 
sites brought back into use in 2011 were Riverside Avenue, Dundee (23 hectares) 
and Hillfoot Road, Airdrie (21 hectares) both being reused for recreation and leisure. 
 
8.4   The new use of sites, or part of sites, that were reclaimed or brought back into 
use (excluding sites removed for definitional reasons) are shown in table 18. The 
most common new use for derelict land was residential development, with 38% (69 
hectares) of the land reclaimed for this purpose. The second most common new use 
was for recreation and leisure development, accounting for 27% and 49 hectares.  
For urban vacant land, the most common new use was also residential development, 
with 42% (66 hectares) of the land reused for this purpose, and the second most 
common new use was nature conservation, with 12% of urban vacant land reused 
for this purpose (19 hectares). 
 
Table 18: Reclaimed Derelict land and Urban Vacant land brought back into 
use since the previous survey, by new use, 20111 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Excluding Manufacturing. 
3. Excluding Passive Open Space. 
4. Unknown values are excluded from the calculation of percentages 
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8.5   Table 19 shows the sources of funding used for bringing derelict and urban 
vacant land back into use since the previous survey. The most common source of 
funding was the private sector (44%). Public sector funding accounted for 37% of 
reclaimed land, and the source of funding was unknown for 4% of reclaimed land. 
Dundee City had the greatest area brought back into use by public funding (36 
hectares), with North Lanarkshire reclaiming the most land with private funding (55 
hectares). 
 
8.6  There is a difference between the new use of land removed from the register 
depending on the source of funding bringing about that use. Recreation & leisure 
development (31%) is the most common new use for land receiving public/mixed 
funding, whereas residential development (62%)  is the most common new use for 
privately-funded land.  
 
Table 19: Sources of funding used for Derelict land reclaimed and Urban 
Vacant land brought back into use since the previous survey, by local 
authority area, 20111 

 

 
 
1. Mixed public and private sector funding or partnership 
2. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
3. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary. 
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8.7   Table 20 and Chart 7 show the total amount of derelict land reclaimed and 
urban vacant land reused in each of the past 7 survey years. The amount of derelict 
land reclaimed has fluctuated between 2005 to 2011, with the lowest amount 
reclaimed in 2010 (118 hectares). For 2011 there has been an increase to 180 
reclaimed hectares but for the lowest number of reclaimed sites (103). On average, 
253 hectares of derelict land was reclaimed in each year between 2005 and 2011. 
The amount of urban vacant land reused gradually increased in the years until 2007, 
but then decreased to a low in 2010. For 2011 there has been an increase to 156 
reclaimed hectares. On average, 235 hectares of vacant land was reused each year 
between 2005 and 2011. 
 
Table 20: Total Derelict and Urban Vacant Land reclaimed (Hectares), 2005-
20111,2,3 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. See Annex Table or details of council participation in different years. 
3. During 2011, historical data on the reuse of land from the years 2005-2010 were revised to correct 

any revisions to the data highlighted in the 2011 survey returns. Further information on this 
process is available in Annex A.4  

 
Chart 7: Total Derelict and Urban Vacant Land Reclaimed, 2005-2011 

 
 

E f
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8.8   Table 21 shows the amount of formerly derelict and urban vacant land that has 
been reclaimed or reused with the involvement of the Scottish Government’s Vacant 
and Derelict Land Fund (VDLF). The 3 councils in receipt of this fund since the 
2004/05 financial year were Dundee City, Glasgow City and North Lanarkshire. 
South Lanarkshire joined the scheme in 2006/07, and Highland joined in 2008/09. To 
date, a total of 139 hectares of formerly derelict and urban vacant land has been 
removed from the survey with the VDLF making either a partial or full contribution. 
Dundee City have so far reused 80 hectares and Glasgow City have reused 75 
hectares (across 41 and 61 sites respectively) of formerly derelict and urban vacant 
land using the fund. Any involvement the VDLF has had with existing sites in the 
2011 SVDLS (i.e. those not yet removed from the survey) is not recorded in table 21, 
but will appear when the sites are bought back into use in the future. 
 
Table 21: Sites where the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund (VDLF) was a funding 
source used to reclaim Derelict land and bring Urban Vacant land back into 
use, 2005-20111,2,3 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. The Scottish Government Vacant and Derelict Land Fund contributed either partially or fully to the 

reclamation or reuse of the 139 sites shown in the above table. This includes money used to 
prepare the land for development, e.g. decontamination. 

3. Any involvement the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund has had with existing  sites in the 2011 
Vacant and Derelict Land Survey (those not yet removed from the survey) is not recorded in the 
above table. 

 
8.9   Table 22, providing some further proximity analysis, has not been included in 
this bulletin. This is due to technical difficulties in producing the analysis. It is hoped 
that further investigations of this data will enable it to be published at a later date. 
 
8.10   Table 23 shows an estimate of the number of properties (both residential and 
communal) that are situated within 500m of a site reclaimed using the VDLF (either 
solely or in combination with other funds), split by deprivation level. Overall, 55% of 
the 102,869 properties within 500m of land reclaimed using the VDLF were situated 
within Scotland’s 15% most deprived datazones (56,611 properties). The remaining 
45% (46,258 properties) were located outwith the 15% most deprived datazones. At 
council level, 31,764 or 70% of the properties in close proximity to reclaimed land in 
Glasgow City were in the 15% most deprived datazones, compared to 46% (14,458 
properties) for Dundee City, 42% (5,659 properties) for North Lanarkshire, 38% 
(4,064 properties) for South Lanarkshire and 31% (666 properties) for Highland. 
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Table 23: Estimate of the number of properties within 500m of at least 1 site 
reclaimed using the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund (VDLF), split by 
deprivation, 2005-20111,2,3 
 

 
 
1. Properties based on Ordnance Survey 2009 Address Point Data. See Annex Note A.9 for further 

information. 
2. Any involvement the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund has had with existing sites in the 2011 Vacant 

and Derelict Land Survey (those not yet removed from the survey) is not recorded in the table 
above. 

3. Datazone analysis uses the results of the SIMD 2009 Version 2 General Report, revised in July 
2010. 

4. A further estimated 12 properties within Angus are located within 500m of a reclaimed site within 
Dundee City Boundaries. 

5. An estimated 179 properties within Glasgow City are located within 500m of a reclaimed site within 
the South Lanarkshire Boundary. 

6. An estimated 324 properties within South Lanarkshire are located within 500m of a reclaimed site 
within Glasgow City Boundaries. 
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9   Other relevant sources 
 
Policy on bringing vacant and derelict land back into productive use contributes to 
the Government's Purpose of increasing sustainable economic growth. Further 
information on this can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/land-issues 
 
Statistics on land use change in the other UK nations can be found through the 
following link to the Department for Communities and Local Government website:  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningbuilding/planningstatisti
cs/landusechange/

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/land-issues
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10   Annex: Considerations when interpreting the data 
 
A.1 Data Quality. Local authorities may not update all historic site information every 
survey, consequently some site information may not be current. For example, a site 
may be sold and change ownership type. A change like this could happen without a 
local authority’s knowledge. When up-to date information is reported by local 
authorities it is included in the historical datasets to allow improved time series 
analysis. 
 
A.2 Removal and Addition of Sites. The means by which new sites are detected are 
largely centred on the expert knowledge of local authority planning officers. It is very 
important to note that Table 16, which shows new sites added since the previous 
survey, shows only entirely new sites that are identified as falling out of use since the 
previous survey (in this case 2010). Sites that have increased in size since the 
previous survey or those newly identified in 2011 but highlighted as being out of use 
prior to 2010 are not shown. Similarly, when part of a site is brought back into use, 
that part is detailed in the ‘B’ data set, and the part not brought back into use 
remains in the survey ‘A’ data set. 
 
A.3 Changes in Site Details. Changes in site details can also cause other difficulties 
in interpreting the data. The most notable are when two separate sites become 
joined by the inclusion of a further piece of vacant or derelict land, and alternatively 
when a single site has a central area brought back into use, such that the remaining 
disused area does not form a single contiguous site. The first of these scenarios is 
the most awkward from a statistical viewpoint, as data regarding previous use etc. 
for both sites are unlikely to be compatible. Where this happens, details from the 
largest contributing site are used to describe the new, compound site. 
 
A.4 Changes in Historic Data, 2005-2010. As each local authority returned their 2011 
surveys, work was also undertaken to improve the quality of the data supplied in the 
previous 2005 to 2010 returns. This process was done to allow for improved time 
series analysis. The key aspects of this work included the removal (back to 2005) of 
any sites identified by the local authority as being ‘removed for definitional reasons’ 
(and hence not suitable to have been included in the survey in the first place) as well 
as correcting historically any other revisions reported in 2011, in the main where the 
site size has changed, or where the site should have been included earlier than it 
was. Historical site-type changes are not included unless there is a specific 
requirement and explicit agreement is obtained for these changes to be made. The 
outcome of this work produced a notional national SVDLS data set for the years from 
2005-2010. The results of these datasets are given throughout the tables and time 
series analysis of this bulletin. The SVDLS itself has been running continuously since 
1993. Historical data on the amount of derelict and urban vacant land in Scotland, for 
the years 1996 to 2004, is shown in Annex Table A overleaf. This data has remained 
completely unaltered since the 2005 survey publication. Thus care should be taken 
when comparing 1996-2004 data in Annex Table A to 2005-2011 data shown in this 
bulletin. The 1996-2004 data has not been revised to correct for any revisions 
received after this period in data recording.  
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Annex Table A: Total Derelict and Urban Vacant land by local authority area, 
1996-20041,2,3 

 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. See Annex Table E for details of council participation in different years. 
3. Care should be taken when comparing this data to that published for the years 2005-2011 in the 

main part of this bulletin. The data above has not been amended to take account of land removed 
for definitional reasons or other previous reporting errors. 

 
A.5 Land area eligible. Although local authorities are asked to note all derelict land 
for the survey (see Annex section A.11 regarding Highland Council), the recording of 
vacant land is restricted to all land located within any settlement as defined by the 
local authority in the latest council approved local plan. Consequently, the actual 
land area surveyed for vacant land is often considerably smaller than the total land 
area of each local authority, especially in the case of the more rural areas. 
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A.6 Settlements of population 2,000 and over cut-off. Local authorities were asked to 
survey for vacant land within all settlements defined in their latest council approved 
local plans. However, due to resource constraints on some local authorities 
(particularly those covering large rural areas), some were unable to do a full survey 
of every settlement for vacant land. All did however survey every settlement within 
their boundaries that had a population of 2,000 or more. Therefore, to ensure 
consistency in data presentation, the statistics presented on vacant land throughout 
this bulletin refer only to land located within settlements that have a population of at 
least 2,000 (according to the local plan). 
 
Some local authorities did carry out either a full or partial survey for vacant land in 
settlements of under 2,000 in population. All vacant sites located within settlements 
of under 2,000 in population are shown separately from the rest of the bulletin in 
Annex Table B below. 
 
Annex Table B: Vacant Land within Settlements of under 2,000 in population, 
20111,2 

 

 

 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. Authorities included in this table are the only ones with any surveyed vacant land in small 

settlements. 
 

All the local authorities shown in the above table have conducted either a full or 
partial survey for vacant land within settlements of under 2,000 in population. Any 
local authorities not shown in the above table have either not surveyed any 
settlement under 2,000 in population for vacant land, or do not contain any 
settlements of under 2,000 in population according to local plans (i.e. Aberdeen 
City). 
 
It is estimated that approximately 14,400 hectares of land within settlements of under 
2,000 in population were surveyed for vacant land in Scotland during 2011. From this 
area, local authorities reported a total of 297 hectares of vacant land across 81 sites. 
Aberdeenshire had the highest amount of reported land within settlements of under 
2,000 in population, with 206 hectares across 6 sites – this includes a site at the 
former Edzell air base (200 hectares). 
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Of the 80 sites (318 hectares) of vacant land in settlements of under 2,000 in 
population reported in 2010, 6 sites (21 hectares) were brought back into productive 
use and 1 site (2 hectares) was re-classified as derelict. 
 
Annex Table C: Derelict Land as a percentage of total area by local authority 
area, 20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. A partial survey was completed for Highland – See Annex A.11. 
3. Land areas used to calculate the amount of councils that are derelict were Standard Area 

Measurements as supplied by Ordnance Survey. This is the area to Mean High Water less inland 
water. The area measurements are a definitive set derived from boundaries maintained by 
Ordnance Survey and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland. The current measurements may differ 
from those published previously in tables, publications, or other statistical outputs, even allowing 
for boundary changes or changes to the physical structure of the land because of improvements in 
the source of data. Figures presented for area are for census day, 29th April, 2001.  

4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 
boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary 

5. Although the land area for LLTNP is separately identified it is also included within the land area for 
the relevant local authorities that overlap the park. Therefore the total land area for Scotland does 
not include this separately identified land area for LLTNP. 
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A.7 Estimate of the proportion of local authority population living within a defined 
distance of a Derelict Site. Tables 7 and 8 in the main publication show estimates by 
local authority of the percentage of their population living within various distances of 
derelict land. For table 7 (using 2011 SVDLS data) a buffer zone based on the area 
of each derelict site was drawn around the grid co-ordinate points supplied for that 
site. This gives an estimated boundary for each site.  Data should be treated with 
care as it is not the ‘actual’ site boundaries that are being used. Table 8 followed the 
same procedure with regard to ‘estimating’ site boundaries. The second part of table 
8 estimates the proportion of local authority population living in close proximity to 
land that has been derelict prior to 1991 (i.e. derelict for at least 18 years). In this 
instance, only derelict sites which were either identified by local authorities as being 
derelict prior to 1991 or, (where length of time derelict is unknown) where the first 
site inspection occurred prior to 1991, are included. 
 
To measure the proportion of each local authority that lives within a certain distance 
of derelict land, a national data set was constructed that estimated the population of 
each property identified as likely to be residential in Ordnance Survey’s 2010 
Address-Point data set. Average household size figures were calculated by dividing 
National Records of Scotland’s (NRS) census population by census household 
counts at the Census Output Area (COA) level. All records in Address-Point 2010 
that were identified as likely to be residential were assigned an estimated household 
size figure based on the average household size of the COA they fall within (their 
unit-postcodes being used to link with a COA from NRS’s geographic index dataset 
by way of Royal Mail’s 2010 Postcode Index File). 
 
To ensure consistency with previously published population estimates, the latest 
available small-area estimates of population by NRS (in this case datazones for 
2010) were used as a control factor on the calculated household size figures. For 
each property in the Address-Point based dataset, the distance to the nearest  
estimated derelict  site boundary was calculated, to highlight those properties within 
the defined distance of derelict land.  Those properties’ estimated populations were 
then aggregated up by datazone to give a proportion of each datazone’s population 
(and hence each local authority’s population) estimated to live within the defined 
distance of derelict land. 
 
Overall it is estimated that 30.1% of the population of Scotland live within 500m of a 
derelict site in 2011. All the data published in Tables 7 and 8 on proximity will also be 
available at the datazone level on the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics website at 
http://www.sns.gov.uk/. The website will be updated with these results at the next 
data update, following the publication of this bulletin. 
 
A.8 Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD 2009, Version 2) and Derelict/Urban 
Vacant land. Table 9 shows the amount of derelict and urban vacant land located 
within Scotland’s 15% most deprived datazones. Those datazones are identified by 
way of the 2009 Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation Project (the results of which 
were published in October 2009 with a version 2 revision in July 2010). The SIMD 
2009 project identifies small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of 
Scotland. It contains 38 indicators in seven domains: Current Income, Employment, 
Health, Education, Skills and Training, Geographic Access to Services, Housing and 
Crime. Sites in the SVDLS are identified as being located within Scotland’s most 
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deprived areas if their grid co-ordinate point (i.e. the centre of the site) falls within a 
15% most deprived datazone. Care should be taken with this data as there could be 
instances of some sites (especially the larger ones) crossing datazone boundaries, 
hence part of the site may be in a 15% most deprived datazone, whilst the other part 
could be outwith. Further information on the SIMD 2009 project can be found on the 
Scottish Government’s web page at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/Overview 
 
A.9 Sites reused with the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund. Table 23 provides an 
estimate of the number of properties within 500m of a site reclaimed using the 
Scottish Government’s Vacant and Derelict Land Fund (VDLF). To calculate this 
data, each of the 140 sites reclaimed to date had a buffer zone based on the area of 
those sites plus 500m drawn around the grid co-ordinate points supplied for that site. 
Using GIS and the Address-Point based dataset (described in Annex Section A.7) 
every property (both residential and communal) that falls within the overall buffer 
zone of a reclaimed site was identified. These properties were then aggregated up to 
give a total figure for each of the VDLF local authorities. Further analysis was then 
run to determine whether properties were located within a datazone that SIMD 2009 
(Version 2) identified as being in the 15% most deprived in Scotland . 
 
A.10 Definitions/Interpretations. The SVDLS guidelines clearly state the definitions 
for the recording of derelict and urban vacant land. Where difficulties are 
encountered, the guidelines have been modified to assist in the provision of uniform 
returns, but ultimately the survey relies on the consistent application of definitions 
between local authorities and through subsequent years. The data revision work for 
2005-2010 (described in Annex Section A.4) was carried out to improve uniformity 
between local authority returns for those years. Some of the changes reported in 
Annex Table D (sites removed for ‘definitional’ reasons) come about following a 
reappraisal of the survey guidelines (which themselves were reviewed and revised 
prior to the 2006 survey). The introduction of GIS systems has also allowed planning 
officers to improve data quality, hence also leading to some of the changes in Annex 
Table D. Since the last survey, 128 hectares of land were removed from the survey 
for definitional reasons. SVDLS guidance documents can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/DataSupplierArea 
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Annex Table D: Sites removed for definitional reasons, by local authority area, 
20111,2 
 

 
 
1. Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
2. As well as sites removed for definitional reasons, this table includes sites split/amalgamated and 
naturalised. 
 
A.11 Land surveyed by Highland Council. Due to the large area of land covered by 
Highland council, a partial survey was carried out in each year between 2002 and 
2005 (inclusive). Only derelict and urban vacant sites within settlements containing a 
population of 2,000 or over and derelict sites within the Inner Moray Firth area were 
surveyed. In 2006, the (then) Scottish Executive let a contract to consultants to 
survey derelict sites in outlying parts of Highland council area. This was the first time 
since 1993 that derelict sites were surveyed in the outlying areas of Highland 
council. Overall it meant that a complete survey was carried out in Highland during 
2006 (in terms of what was presented in the main part of the 2006 bulletin on derelict 
and urban vacant land). Highland council surveyed all settlements of over 2,000 in 
population for derelict and urban vacant land and the Inner Moray Firth area for 
derelict land, the consultants surveyed the remaining outer rural areas for derelict 
land.  In 2007 the previous practice was resumed with Highland council surveying for 
land within settlements containing a population of 2,000 or over and derelict sites 
within the Inner Moray Firth area. The 2006 results of the consultants’ work in most 
of the outer rural parts of Highland council were brought forward as the best possible 
estimate for 2011. 
 
A.12 Database of Sites. A database of existing sites detailing their name, site code, 
type (vacant or derelict), size (in hectares) and location (by grid reference, local 
authority and whether or not the site is within a settlement or the countryside) is 
available on the Scottish Government’s Planning Statistics web page at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/SVDLSSiteRegister 
Copies can also be sent out by contacting Communities Analytical Services Division 
on 0131 244 0439.  
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A.13 Land surveyed by Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority. In 
2010 it was decided that Loch Lomond would take responsibility for surveying vacant 
and derelict land within the park’s boundaries – this task had previously fallen to the 
local authorities that overlap the park. The authority was unable to complete a full 
survey of the park area for 2010, so the figures were included as part of the relevant 
local authorities as before. However, summary figures were published in the 2010 
SVDLS bulletin (Annex E). In 2011 LLTNP’s figures have been presented in their 
own right in the main body of the bulletin. 
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Local authority participation 
 
A.14 Participation of Local Authorities. It is important to remember throughout the 
interpretation of the figures reported in this bulletin that not all local authorities 
participate in the survey every year. There are two main impacts arising from this: 
 
1. Comparisons between years must be made with care and only for individual local 
authorities where suitable data exist. 
2. Where a local authority has not provided data every year, the recorded change will 
be since the last survey, and will thus reflect several years’ worth of change. 
 
Non-participating councils are identified for each year since 1996 in Annex Table E. 
 
Annex Table E: Local Authorities NOT participating in the survey, 1996-2011 
 

 
 
1. Only the SVDLS-A data file was provided. 
2. See Annex Section A.11. 
3. In the 2010 SVDLS bulletin (Annex E) summary figures were published for LLTNP. 
4. In 2011 LLTNP took responsibility for surveying vacant and derelict land within the park 

boundaries. These sites are no longer recorded in Argyll & Bute, Perth & Kinross, Stirling and 
West Dunbartonshire local authority boundaries, and are separately identifiable as LLTNP in 2011. 
In previous years, these sites were classified within the relevant local authority boundary.   
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A.15 Revisions policy.  This policy has been developed in accordance with the UK 
Statistics Authority Code of practice for Official Statistics 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/NatStats) and the Scottish 
Government Revisions Policy 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/CPSonRevisionsCorrections/Q/E
ditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on).  There are two types of revisions that this policy 
covers. 
 
1. Scheduled Revisions: 
Changes to the component data sources used in the statistical release will be 
incorporated in the next scheduled release. All figures which are expected to be 
revised will be clearly marked as provisional and an indication given of when 
revisions are expected to be published.  If possible an indication of the possible 
scale and nature of likely revisions will be given. On publication of revisions, all 
relevant releases will clearly indicate where a revision has occurred and the reasons 
why. 
 
In order to enable up to date information to be included, each annual return can be 
updated at any time after the initial publication of the figures for that year. Every year, 
as well as releasing figures for the latest year, we revise the previous years back to 
2005 to incorporate any data that came in shortly after the previous data collection 
period. Data prior to 2005 will not be revised. 

Local authorities return an annual snap shot of vacant and derelict sites. These are 
used to compile a consistent time series. The main reasons for revisions are: 

• Local authorities may not update all historic site information every survey, 
consequently some site information may not be current. Changes to site 
details will be revised back to the time the change occurred (rather than when 
it was reported); 

•  Removal and addition of sites – the means by which new sites are detected 
are largely centred on the expert knowledge of local authority planning 
officers. Sites may not be known to a local authority in the year they become 
vacant or derelict and will be reported when the local authority becomes 
aware of them. 

• Sites may be removed for definitional reasons, as work is undertaken to 
improve the quality of the data supplied. In this case the site is removed from 
the entire time series. 

 
All other revisions to historic data (all data older than that currently due for revision) 
should only be made where there is a substantial revision, such as a change in 
methodology or definition. 
 
2.  Non-scheduled Revisions 
If an error occurred as a result of the compilation, imputation or dissemination 
process, consideration will be given to: 

• The importance of the statistic e.g. is it a headline figure or being used in 
significant ways? 

• The size of the mistake particularly relative to any stated levels of accuracy 
• The recipients of the mistake 



 

 50 

• The consequences of the mistake – does it alter the main message of the 
statistics or any likely use? 

 
Minor errors will be corrected in the next edition of the publication.  The correction 
will be made clear and reasons explained. 
 
For substantial errors we will:  

• Correct the material on the website, making clear that this has been done. 
• Notify users of any substantial errors or errors which could affect their own 

work. 
• Where errors have been identified that will take time to correct advance notice 

should be given if possible with the expected release date and an indication of 
possible scale. 

 
In the case of major corrections we will also issue a formal Statistical News Release 
subject to the normal procedures for such releases. 
 
 A.16 Uses of the data:  The main purpose of the statistics is to provide a national 
data source to inform the programming of rehabilitation, planning and reuse of urban 
vacant and derelict sites. The statistics are used to inform development and 
evaluation of rehabilitation and reuse of vacant and derelict land policy by central 
and local government. Main uses are:  

1. Provide the evidence base for monitoring the extent and state of urban vacant 
and derelict land, the remediation of vacant and derelict land and progress in 
bringing it into re-use. The statistics are also used by the Scottish 
Government to allocate and monitor the impact of the Vacant and Derelict 
Land Fund. The VDLF is one of three elements of the Capital Investment 
Fund which provides support for physical development such as land 
remediation, enabling infrastructure, and support for town centres.  

2. Informing Statutory Documents – the statistics provide evidence for 
developing the Local Development Plan, Local Housing Strategy and 
Strategic Housing Investment Plan.  The SVDLS provides evidence for 
identifying the provision of land for the housing component of the 
development plan. 

3. Land Remediation relief – the Scottish Government feed into the UK 
Government's land remediation relief, which looks at providing incentives for 
the remediation of brownfield land.  

4. Regeneration – the site register is used by the Urban Regeneration 
Companies to identify sites for regeneration. In addition it has been used in 
research papers, such as  "Recession And Regeneration: The Impact Of The 
Economic Downturn On The Delivery Of Physical Regeneration" (an internal 
discussion document). 

5. Non-domestic rates – evidence to feed into the discussion on potential income 
generated from vacant and derelict land becoming subject to non-domestic 
business rates. 

6. National Brownfield Forum – this is a UK forum (jointly chaired between 
DCLG and DeFRA), looking at the remediation of brownfield land with a focus 
on high level policy issues. 
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7. Environmental Industries Commission – the Minister presents a range of 
information annually to this Commission, including statistics on vacant and 
derelict land and progress towards bringing this into re-use. 

8. The statistics provide evidence to respond to questions from Ministers, local 
authorities, and the external stakeholders, developers and the media. 
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A NATIONAL STATISTICS PUBLICATION FOR SCOTLAND 
 
Official and National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in 
the Code of Practice for Official Statistics at 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/code-of-practice-
for-official-statistics.pdf. Both undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure 
that they meet customer needs and are produced free from any political interference. 
 
Statistics assessed, or subject to assessment, by the UK Statistics Authority carry 
the National Statistics label, a stamp of assurance that the statistics have been 
produced and explained to high standards and that they serve the public good. 
  
Further information about Official and National Statistics can be found on the UK 
Statistics Authority website at www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk 
 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
Our Aim 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the 
needs of government, business and the people of Scotland. 
 
For more information on the Statistician Group, please see the Scottish Government 
website at www.scotland.gov.uk/statistics 
 
Correspondence and enquiries 
Enquiries on this publication should 
be addressed to: 
 
Planning Statistics 
Communities Analytical Services 
1-F Dockside, Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Telephone: 0131 244 0439; 
Fax: 0131 244 0446 
e-mail: 
planstats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

General enquiries on Scottish 
Government statistics can be 
addressed to: 
 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
1N.04, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442 
e-mail: 
statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 
Further contact details, e-mail addresses and details of previous and forthcoming 
publications can be found on the Scottish Government Website at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/statistics 
 
Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr 
Roger Halliday, 4N.05, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, Telephone: (0131) 
244 0302, e-mail roger.halliday@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any 
comments or suggestions that would help us to improve our standards of service. 
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