
Scottish Government  
 
Notice of Amendment of Declaration of Restricted Zone (Bluetongue) 
 
 
At 00:01am on 10 September 2026, the Scottish Ministers  declared a Restricted Zone, 
under article 16(1) of the Bluetongue (Scotland) Order 2012 (“the 2012 Order”) (“the 
Declaration”). The size and location of the Restricted Zone was described in Annex 2 
to the Declaration and was shown on the map contained in Annex 2 to the Declaration. 
The measures applicable in the Restricted Zone were listed in Annex 1 to the 
Declaration. 
 
Following further confirmation of bluetongue on premises in Scotland, the Scottish 
Ministers give notice, under article 3(1)(b) of the 2012 Order, that the Declaration is 
amended so that the Restricted Zone is extended to cover the whole of Scotland as 
described in Annex 1 to this Notice and as shown on the map contained in Annex 2 
to this Notice. Annex 1 to this Notice also lists the measures which continue to apply, 
as amended, in the extended Restricted Zone. 
 
The amendment made by this Notice has effect from the date and time on which it is 
made. 
 
Signed 
 
Sheila Voas 
 
Made on 3 October 2026 at 00:01 am 
 
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers 
 
Failure to comply with this Declaration or the 2012 Order may be an offence 
under section 72 or 73 of the Animal Health Act 1981. 
 
Copies of this Declaration and the 2012 Order are available from GOV.SCOT and from 
the Scottish Government Agriculture and Rural Economy Directorate, Saughton 
House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh, EH11 3XD.  
 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/bluetongue/


 
Annex 1 

 
Extent of the Restricted Zone 

 
1. The Restricted Zone comprises all of Scotland, as shown in the map 
contained in Annex 3 of this Declaration. 
 
 

Movements out of, or within, the Restricted Zone 
 
2. In accordance with article 16(6) of the 2012 Order, a person must not move an 
animal, embryo, ovum or semen out of a Restricted Zone except as authorised by a 
licence granted by the Scottish Ministers.  
 
3. In accordance with article 16(7) of the 2012 Order, a person must not move an 
animal out of or within a Restricted Zone if it is showing clinical signs of bluetongue on 
the day of movement. 
 
 

Other measures applicable in the Restricted Zone 
 
4. In accordance with Article 4(1)(b) of the 2012 Order, in declaring the Restricted 
Zone, the Scottish Ministers include the following other measures which apply in 
relation to the Restricted Zone. 
 
 

Freezing germinal products in the Restricted Zone 
 
5. Within the Restricted Zone, a person shall only freeze germinal products 
collected on or after 21 June 2026 from donor animals resident in the Restricted 
Zone where they have obtained negative results from blood tests conducted on the 
donor animals:  
 
a) for bluetongue virus by RT-PCR of samples taken at least 6 full days and no 

more than 34 full days after collection of the germinal product; and 
b) for antibodies against the bluetongue virus by ELISA test of samples taken at 

least 28 full days and no more than 60 full days after collection of the germinal 
products.  

 
6. Any frozen germinal products collected in the Restricted Zone from donor 
animals which have not been tested in accordance with paragraph 5, and any fresh 
or frozen germinal product from a donor animal which tests positive for bluetongue 
virus, must be destroyed unless permission in writing is obtained from Scottish 
Ministers to use them for a specific purpose. 
 
7. Auditable and accurate records of the collection, storage, use and disposal, of  
germinal products in compliance with paragraph 5 and 6 must be prepared and 
maintained until such time as the Restricted Zone is revoked.  
 



 
Notes applicable to this Declaration (including annexes): 

 
Terms used in this Declaration have the same meaning as they do for the purposes of 
the 2012 Order. 
 
Other terms used in this Declaration have the following meanings: 
 

• “germinal products” means embryos, ova and semen of animals (as defined in 
the 2012 Order). 

• “animals resident in the restricted zone” means an animal which is or has 
been in the area covered by the Restricted Zone for a period of more than 72 
hours at the time when the sample was taken.  

• “RT-PCR” means ‘reverse-transcription polymerase chain reaction’, which is a 
molecular diagnostic technique, used to detect the presence of bluetongue 
virus.  

• “ELISA” means ‘enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay’, which is an 
immunological technique, used to detect antibodies against bluetongue virus. 
Note that this option is not suitable for vaccinated animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Annex 2  
 

Map showing the Restricted Zone 
 

•  


