[bookmark: _GoBack]Landing Obligation Guidance for all Scottish Waters 2020

Introduction 

The landing obligation applies to all sizes of fish managed by quota limits, including  catches of quota stocks below the Minimum Conservation Reference Size (MCRS), unless a specific exemption is in place. Fish that is quota regulated means those species for which your licence places catch limits (this includes monthly quotas for non-sector vessels).

Are there any exemptions?

There are circumstances that apply to all fisheries allowing you to return fish and these are: - 

· Fish species not subject to quota limits (e.g. Red Mullet and Squid)

· Prohibited Species (these must be returned carefully and unharmed),

· Fish already damaged by predators (e.g. marine mammals, predatory fish or birds and fish damaged by disease or parasites e.g. sea lice) 

· Offal from the catch being processed e.g. fish intestines and Nephrops heads.

· Fish that are contaminated and consequently unfit for human consumption (e.g., fish chemically contaminated by oil)

· catches released as part of regular vessel tasks, i.e. cleaning the gear.

Fisheries with individual exemptions

If you use pots, traps and creels, then you will be able to return all catches of quota fish to the sea under a high survivability exemption in both the North Sea and North Western Waters.  If you decide to retain these fish you must have sufficient quota including those non-sector vessels to be able to land and sell the fish. If you do decide to utilise the exemptions available you must record the approximate volume returned and which exemption is being utilised. 
 
Undersized catches – storing on vessel

Vessels 12 metres length (LOA) or longer: 

Undersize fish must be stored separately from those above the MCRS e.g. in a separate, clearly marked container or box. Different species of undersize fish may be stored together. For example a bycatch of cod and haddock below MCRS could be stored together in the same box on the vessel. 

Vessels under 12 metres LOA: 

Vessels between 10 and 12m are required to keep a logbook and submit each landing. The logbook available from Marine Scotland can accommodate this requirement. Vessels between 10 and 12m will also be required to adhere to the same regulations for the storage and separation of under sized fish as per over 12m vessels. 

For vessels below 10m LOA  

You do not have to store undersize fish separately. However, if you have a logbook, you must sort, estimate their weight and record them.

Undersize catches – landing 

You are responsible for handling below MCRS fish until they are either landed for sale (ensuring your landing declaration is captured correctly and accurately) or sold to another Registered Buyer or Seller. 

Any fish below MCRS which are landed must not be sold for direct human consumption. However, they can be sold for other uses including: bait, fishmeal and cosmetics.

North Sea

High Survival and De Minimis Exemptions

Recording Catches 

If you are discarding catches of fish under a high survivability or de minimis exemption, then you must:- 

· Record all discarded quantities by fish species under the Landing Obligation exemptions and specify which exemption is being utilised. 

· An exemption can be withdrawn/closed if the levels of discard exceed the amounts allowed.  

Survivability exemptions

· For catches of Norway lobster made with 

(a) catches with pots (FPO); 
(b)catches with bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, TBN) fitted with:
(i) a cod-end larger than 80 mm; or
(ii) a cod-end with a mesh size of at least 70 mm equipped with a species selective grid with a bar spacing of maximum 35 mm; or
(iii) a cod-end of at least 35 mm equipped with a species selective grid with a bar spacing of maximum 19 mm.
· For catches of fish made with pots, traps and creels in ICES divisions 2a, 3a and ICES subarea 4.

This exemption applies until 31st December 2020.

· For catches of skates and rays made by fishing gears. The skates and rays must be released below the sea surface immediately. 

· For catches of common sole below minimum conservation reference size (MCRS) made by OTB within cod ends of 80-99mm trawls in ICES division 4c, within six nautical miles of the coast but outside identified nursery areas.

The exemption shall only apply to vessels with a maximum length of 10 meters and a maximum engine power of 221 kW, fishing in waters with a depth of 30 meters or less and with tow durations of no more than 1:30 hours. 


· for the bycatch of all species subject to catch limits carried out with pots and fyke nets.

· For catches and by-catch of plaice in ICES division 3a and subarea 4; 
0. plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) caught with nets (GNS, GTR, GTN, GEN);
plaice caught with Danish seines;
plaice caught with bottom trawls (OTB, PTB) with a mesh size of at least 120 mm when targeting flatfish or roundfish.This exemption applies until 31st December 2020.
plaice caught with trawls (OTB, PTB) with a mesh size of at least 90-99 mm equipped with Seltra panel targeting flatfish or roundfish in the Union waters of ICES division 	3a;
(e) 	plaice caught with trawls (OTB, PTB) with a mesh size of at least 80-99 mm targeting flatfish or roundfish in the Union waters of ICES subarea 4.

· For plaice below the minimum conservation reference size in ICES division 2a and ICES subarea 4 with 80-119 mm beam trawls (BT2), if the plaice is caught:
(a)	with gears equipped with the flip-up rope or Benthos release panel (BRP) and caught by vessels with an engine power of more than 221 kW; or 
(b)	by the vessels of Member States implementing the roadmap for the Fully Documented Fisheries,
This exemption shall also apply for flatfish caught with beam trawl gears (BT2) by vessels with an engine power of not more than 221kw or less than 24m in length overall, which are constructed to fish in the twelve miles zone, if the average trawl duration is less than ninety minutes.
· For catches turbot in ICES subarea 4 to catches of turbot (Scophthalmus maximus) with towed gears with a cod-end larger than 80 mm (OTB, PTB, BT2).

















The De minimis exemptions available in the North Sea are: 

	North Sea De Minimis Exemptions 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Species/Fishery 
	% & Species 
	Area/s
	Gears 
	Selectivity 
	Expiry date 
	Additional lnformation 

	a)
	Common sole below and above the minimum conservation reference size, which shall not exceed of the total annual catches of that species;
	3%
	2a, 3a and ICES subarea 4
	Trammel nets and Gill nets  (GN, GNS, GND, GNC, GTN, GTR, GEN, GNF)
	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	b)
	Common sole below the minimum conservation reference sizes, which shall not exceed of the total annual catches of that species 
	 5 % 
	ICES subarea 4
	beam trawl (TBB) of mesh size 80-119 mm 
	Flemish panel
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	c)
	In the fishery for Norway lobster; a combined quantity of common sole, haddock, whiting, cod, saithe and hake below the minimum conservation reference size; 
	shall not exceed 4 % of the total annual catches of Norway lobster, common sole, haddock, whiting and Northern prawn, cod, saithe and hake;
	Union waters of ICES division 3a
	bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, TBN) with a mesh size equal to or larger than 70 mm equipped 
	 a species-selective grid with a bar spacing of maximum 35 mm
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 











	d)
	In the fishery for Northern prawn; a combined quantity of common sole, haddock, whiting, cod, plaice, saithe, herring, Norway pout, greater silver smelt and blue whiting below the minimum conservation reference size 
	shall not exceed 5 % of the total annual catches of Norway lobster, common sole, haddock, whiting, cod, saithe, plaice, Northern prawn, hake, Norway pout, greater silver smelt, herring and blue whiting;
	Union waters of ICES division 3a:
	 bottom trawls (OTB, OTT) with a mesh size equal to or larger than 35 mm 
	species selective grid with a bar spacing of maximum 19 mm, and with unblocked fish outlet,
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	e)
	In the mixed demersal fisheries a combined quantity of whiting and cod (Gadus morhua) below the minimum conservation reference size
	shall not exceed 5% in 2020 and 2021 of the total annual catches of whiting and cod; the maximum amount of cod that may be discarded shall be limited to 2% of those total annual catches. 
	Union waters of ICES division 4c
	bottom trawls or seines (OTB, OTT, SDN, SSC) with a mesh size of 70-99 mm (TR2)
	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	f)
	In the mixed demersal fisheries a combined quantity of whiting and cod (Gadus morhua) below the minimum conservation reference size
	shall not exceed 6% in 2020 of the total annual catches of whiting and cod; the maximum amount of cod that may be discarded shall be limited to 2% of those total annual catches;
	Union waters of ICES divisions 4a and 4b
	bottom trawls or seines (OTB, OTT, SDN, SSC) with a mesh size of 70-99 mm (TR2)
	 
	31/12/20
	Current Exemption Extended 

	g)
	A quantity of whiting below the minimum conservation reference sizes
	up to a maximum of 2% of the total annual catches of Norway lobster, cod, haddock, whiting, saithe, common sole, plaice and hake
	Union waters of ICES division 3a
	bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, TBN, PTB) with a mesh size of 90-119 mm, or bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, TBN, PTB) with a mesh size equal to or larger than 120 mm
	Seltra panel
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	h)
	In the demersal mixed fishery a quantity of whiting below the minimum conservation reference size
	, which shall not exceed 2% of the total annual catches of plaice and sole;
	Union waters of ICES subarea 4
	beam trawls with a mesh size of 80-119 mm
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 







	i)
	In the fisheries for Norway lobster a quantity of plaice below the minimum conservation reference size
	shall not exceed 3 % of the total annual catches of saithe, plaice, haddock, whiting, cod, Northern prawn, common sole and Norway lobster
	Union waters of ICES subarea 4
	 bottom trawls with a mesh size of 80-99 mm, equipped with a SepNep
	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	j)
	In the fisheries for brown shrimp 
	a quantity of all species subject to catch limits, which shall not exceed 7% in 2020 and 6% in 2021 of the total annual catches of all species subject to catch limits made in those fisheries;
	Union waters of ICES divisions 4b and 4c
	 vessels using beam trawls

	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	k)
	In the demersal mixed fishery 
	a quantity of horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.), which shall not exceed 7% in 2020 and 6% in 2021 of the total annual catches of horse mackerel made in that fishery;
	 ICES subarea 4
	 with bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, PTB, TBB) with a mesh size between 80 and 99 mm (TR2, BT2)
	 
	31/12/20
	Continuation with TBB added  

	l)
	In the demersal mixed fishery 
	a quantity of mackerel (Scomber scombrus), which shall not exceed 7% in 2020 and 6% in 2021 of the total annual catches of mackerel made in that fishery;  
	ICES subarea 4
	with bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, PTB, TBB) with a mesh size between 80 and 99 mm 
	 
	31/12/20
	Current Exemption Extended 









	m)
	In the demersal mixed fishery 
	a combined quantity of sprat, sandeel, norway pout and blue whiting, which shall not exceed 1 % of the total annual catches made in mixed demersal fishery and in the fishery for Northern prawn;
	ICES division 3a and ICES subarea 4 and
	with trawls (OTB, OTM, OTT, PTB, PTM, SDN, SPR, SSC, TB, TBN) with mesh sizes above 80 mm   
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 - 

	
	 
	 
	ICES division 3a and:
	and in the fishery for Northern prawn carried out using gears with a sorting grid with a maximum bar spacing of 19 mm or equivalent selectivity device with mesh sizes above 35 mm
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 - 

	
	 
	 
	 ICES division 4
	 32 mm
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 - 

	n)
	In the demersal fishery for hake 
	a quantity of ling (Molva molva) below the minimum conservation reference size, which shall not exceed 3 % of the total annual catches of ling made in that demersal fishery;
	in ICES division 4:
	by vessels using longlines (LLS) 
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 - 










Definitions of Gear 

For the purpose of the Regulation the following definitions shall apply: 

(1) ‘Seltra panel’ means a selectivity device which: – consists of a top panel of at least 270mm mesh size (diamond mesh) placed in a four-panel section and mounted with a joining ratio of three meshes of 90  mm to one mesh of  270mm, or of a top panel of at least 140mm mesh size (square mesh); 

(2) ‘Net grid selectivity device’ means a selectivity device consisting of a four panel section inserted into a two-panel trawl with an inclined sheet of diamond mesh netting with a mesh size of at least 200mm, leading to an escape hole in the top of the trawl. 

(3) 'Flemish Panel' means the last tapered netting section of a beam trawl whose: – posterior is directly attached to the cod-end; – upper and lower netting sections are constructed of at least 120mm mesh as measured between the knots; – stretched length is at least 3m. 

(4) 'SepNep' means an otter trawl which: – is constructed within the mesh size range of 80 to 99 +≥100mm; – is fitted with multiple cod-ends of mesh sizes ranging from at least 80 to 120mm attached to a single extension piece, the uppermost cod-end being constructed with a mesh size of at least 120mm and fitted with a separation panel with a maximum mesh size of 105mm; and –  may furthermore be fitted with an optional selection grid with a bar spacing of at least 17 mm provided it is constructed in such a way so as to allow the escape of small Norway lobster. 


Specific technical measures in the Skagerrak

The EU and Norway have agreed specific fisheries management measures shall apply to vessels fishing in the Skagerrak.  These are:

1. The carrying on board or the use of any trawl, Danish seine, beam trawl or similar towed net having a mesh size of less than 120mm shall be prohibited in the Skagerrak. 

2. By way of derogation from paragraph 1, the following trawls may be used: 

(a) trawls with a cod end having a mesh size of at least 90mm, provided they are equipped with a Seltra panel or a sorting grid with no more than 35mm bar spacing.  

(b) trawls with a cod end having a mesh size of at least 70mm (square mesh),  equipped with a sorting grid with no more than 35mm bar spacing;  

(c) trawls with a minimum mesh sizes of less than 70mm when fishing for pelagic or industrial species, provided the catch contains more than 80% of one or more pelagic or industrial species;  

(d) trawls with a cod end of at least 35mm mesh size when fishing for Northern prawn, provided the trawl is equipped with a sorting grid with a maximum bar spacing of 19mm. 

 3. A fish retention device may be used when fishing for Northern prawn, provided there are adequate fishing opportunities to cover bycatch and that the retention device is:  

(a) constructed with a top panel with a minimum mesh size of 120 mm square mesh;  

(b) at least 3 metres long; and 

(c)  at least as wide as the sorting grid. 



North West Waters

De minimis and High Survivability Exemptions

Recording Catches 

If you are discarding catches of fish under a high survival or de minimis exemption, then you must:- 

· Record all discarded quantities by fish species under the Landing Obligation exemptions and specify which exemption is being utilised. 
· An exemption can be withdrawn/closed if the levels of discard exceed the amounts allowed

Survivability exemptions

· For catches of Norway lobster a) Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) caught in pots, traps or creels (gear codes: FPO and FIX and FYK), in ICES subareas 6 and 7;
(a) caught with bottom trawls (OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) with a mesh size equal to or larger than 100 mm in ICES subarea 7;
(b) caught with bottom trawls (OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) with a mesh size of 70-99 mm in combination with highly selective gear options, as set out in Articles 9(2) and 10(2) of this Regulation, in ICES subarea 7;
(c) caught with otter trawls (OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) with a mesh size of 80-110 mm in ICES division 6a within twelve nautical miles of the coast. 

· For catches of common sole In ICES division 7d, within six nautical miles of the coast but outside identified nursery areas, below the minimum conservation reference size made using otter trawl gears (gear codes: OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) with a cod end mesh size of 80-99 mm, by vessels:

(a)	having a maximum length of 10 meters and a maximum engine power of 221 kW; and
(b)	fishing in waters with the depth of 30 meters or less and with tow durations of no more than 1:30 hours. 

· For catches of fish made with pots, traps and creels in ICES divisions 6a.

· For catches of skates and rays made by all fishing gears.  The skates and rays must be released below the sea surface immediately. 

· .For catches of plaice caught  - :
a) in ICES divisions 7d, 7e, 7f and 7g with trammel nets (gear codes: GTR, GTN, GEN, GN);
b) in ICES divisions 7d, 7e, 7f and 7g with otter trawls (gear codes: OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX);
c) in ICES divisions 7a to 7k by vessels having a maximum engine greater than 221 kW, and using beam trawls (TBB) fitted with a flip-up rope or benthic release panel;
d) in ICES divisions 7a to 7k by vessels using beam trawls (TBB), having a maximum engine power of 221 kW or a maximum length of 24 meters, which are constructed to fish within 12 nautical miles of the coast and with average tow durations of no more than 1:30 hours;
e) in ICES division 7d with Danish seines (gear code: SDN).


The De minimis exemptions available in the North Western Waters are: 

	
	NWW De Minimis Exemptions
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Species 
	%
	Area/s
	Gears 
	Selectivity 
	Expiry date 
	Additional lnformation 

	a)
	for whiting;
	up to a maximum of 5% of the total annual catches of that species 
	ICES divisions 7b to 7k
	Vessels using bottom trawls and seines with a mesh size equal to or greater than 80 mm (OTB, OTT, OT, PTB, PT, SSC, SDN, SPR, SX, SV, TBN, TBS, TB, TX), pelagic trawls (OTM, PTM) and beam trawls (BT2) with a mesh size of 80-119 mm
	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	b)
	for common sole 
	up to a maximum of 3% of the total annual catches of that species
	ICES divisions 7d, 7e, 7f and 7g
	by vessels using trammel and gill nets (GN, GNS, GND, GNC, GTN, GTR, GEN, GNF) 
	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	c)
	for common sole)
	up to a maximum of 3% of the total annual catches of that species
	 ICES divisions 7d, 7e, 7f, 7g and 7h
	by vessels using TBB gear with a mesh size of 80-119 mm equipped with Flemish panel
	 
	 
	Continuation of existing exemption 

	d)
	for haddock 
	up to a maximum of 5% in 2020 of the total annual catches of that species 
	in ICES divisions 7b, 7c and 7e to 7k
	by vessels using bottom trawls, seines and beam trawls (OTB, OTT, OT, PTB, PT, SSC, SDN SPR, SX, SV, TBB, TBN, TBS, TB, TX) with a mesh size greater than or equal to 80 mm
	 
	31/12/20
	Current Exemption Extended 

	e)
	for horse mackerel 
	 up to a maximum of 7% in 2020 of the total annual by-catches of those species caught in demersal mixed fisheries
	in ICES subarea 6 and ICES divisions 7b to 7k;
	 by vessels using bottom trawls, seines and beam trawls (OTB, OTT, OT, PTB, PT, SSC, SDN, SPR, SX, SV, TBB, TBN, TBS, TB, TX) 
	 
	31/12/20
	Current Exemption Extended 







	f)
	for mackerel 
	up to a maximum of 7% in 2020 of the total annual by-catches of that species, caught in demersal mixed fisheries
	in ICES subarea 6 and ICES divisions 7b to 7k;
	by vessels using bottom trawls, seines and beam trawls
	 
	31/12/20
	Current Exemption Extended 

	g)
	for common sole 
	 up to a maximum of 3% in 2020 of the total annual catches of that species
	in ICES divisions 7a, 7j and 7k
	by vessels using beam trawls with a mesh size of 80-119 mm (BT2) with increased selectivity
	Flemish panel
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 - 

	h)
	for megrim below MCRS 
	up to a maximum of 5% in 2020 of the total annual catches of those species
	 in ICES subarea 7
	by vessels using bottom trawls (OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) with a mesh size of 70-99 mm (TR2) and beam trawls (TBB) with a mesh size of 80-199 mm (BT2)
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 

	i)
	for boarfish 
	up to a maximum of 0,5% in 2020 of the total annual catches of that species 
	in ICES divisions 7b,7c and 7f to 7k
	by vessels using bottom trawls (OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) 
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 - 

	j)
	for greater silver smelt 
	up to a 0,6% in 2020 of the total annual catches of that species
	in ICES division 5b (EU waters) and ICES subarea 6
	by vessels using bottom trawls (OTT, OTB, TBS, TBN, TB, PTB, OT, PT, TX) with a mesh size equal to or greater than 100 mm (TR1)
	 
	31/12/20
	New for 2020 

	k)
	for haddock  
	below minimum conservation reference size, up to a maximum of 3% in 2020, of the total annual catches of that species 
	in ICES division 6a
	by vessels using bottom trawls with a mesh size up to 119 mm (OTB, OTT, OT, TBN,TB) in the West of Scotland Norway lobster fishery
	 
	31-Dec-20
	New for 2020 

	l)
	in the demersal mixed fishery carried out by vessels targeting brown shrimp 
	a combined quantity of fish species below MCRS, which shall not exceed 0,85% of the total annual catches of plaice and 0,15% of the total annual catches of whiting in the demersal mixed fisheries.
	 in ICES division 7a
	Beam trawls (TBB) with a mesh size equal to or greater than 31 mm
	 
	 
	New for 2020






























Definitions 

1. 'Flemish Panel' means the last tapered netting section of a beam trawl, the posterior of which is directly attached to the cod-end. The upper and lower netting sections of the panel must be constructed of at least 120 mm mesh as measured between the knots and the panel must have a stretched length of at least 3m. 

2. ‘Seltra panel’ means a selectivity device which: 

(a) consists of a top panel of at least 270 mm mesh size (diamond mesh) placed in a four-panel section and mounted with a joining ratio of three meshes of 90  mm to one mesh of  270 mm, or of a top panel of at least 140  mm mesh size (square mesh); 
(b) is at least 3 metres long; 
(c) is positioned no more than 4 metres from the cod line; and  
(d) is the full width of the top sheet of the trawl (i.e. from selvedge to selvedge); 

3. ‘Netgrid selectivity device’ means a selectivity device consisting of a four panel section inserted into a two-panel trawl with an inclined sheet of diamond mesh netting with a mesh size of at least 200mm, leading to an escape hole in the top of the trawl; 

4. ‘CEFAS Netgrid ’means a Netgrid selectivity device developed by The Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science for catches of Nephrops in the Irish Sea; 

5. ‘Flip-flap trawl’ means a trawl equipped with a netting grid developed to reduce the capture of cod, haddock and whiting in Norway lobster fisheries; 

6. ‘Flip-up rope’ means a gear modification on demersal beam trawls to help prevent stones and boulders entering the trawl and causing damage to both gear and catches; 

7. ‘Benthic release panel’ means a panel of larger mesh or square mesh netting fitted into the lower panel of a trawl, usually a beam trawl to release any benthic material and seabed debris before it passes into the codend; 8. ‘Celtic Sea Protection Zone’ means the waters inside ICES divisions 7f, 7g and the part of 7j that lies North of latitude 50° N and East of 11° W. 

Specific technical measures in the Celtic Sea Protection Zone

1. Fishing vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines in the Celtic Sea Protection Zone shall use one of the following gear options:

(a) 110 mm cod-end with 120 mm squared mesh panel ;
(b) 100 mm T90 cod-end;
(c) 100 mm cod-end with 160 mm squared mesh panel;
(d) 120 mm cod-end.

2. By way of derogation from paragraph 1, vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines with catches comprising more than 5% of Norway lobster shall use one of the following gear options:

(a) 300 mm squared mesh panel with a cod-end of at least 80 mm mesh size; vessels below 12 meters in length over all may use a 200 mm square mesh panel;
(b) Seltra panel;
(c) Sorting grid with a 35 mm bar spacing as referred to in Annex VI Part B to Regulation (EC) 2019/1241;
(d) 100 mm cod-end with a 100 mm square mesh panel;
(e) Dual cod-end with the uppermost cod-end constructed with T90 mesh of at least 90 mm and fitted with a separation panel with a maximum mesh size of 300 mm.

3. By way of derogation from paragraph 1, vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines with catches comprising more than 55% of whiting or 55% of anglerfish, hake or megrim combined, shall use one of the following gear options:

(a) 100 mm cod-end with a 100 mm squared mesh panel;
(b) 90 mm T90 cod-end and extension;
(c) 80 mm cod-end with a 160 mm squared mesh panel;
(d) 80 mm cod-end with a 2 m multiplied by 100 mm squared mesh cylinder.

4. By way of derogation from paragraph 1, vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines with catches comprising less than 10% of gadoids in ICES division 7f, East of 5° West, shall use 80 mm cod-end fitted with a 120 mm square mesh panel.

5. A selective gear or device assessed by the STECF as having the same or higher selectivity characteristics for cod, haddock and whiting than the gear options set out in paragraphs 1 to 4 may be used as an alternative to those gear options.


Specific technical measures in the Irish Sea
1. Fishing vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines in ICES division 7a (Irish Sea) shall comply with the technical measures set out in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4.

2. Vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines with a cod-end mesh size equal to or larger than 70 mm and smaller than 100 mm and with catches comprising more than 5% of Norway lobster shall use one of the following gear options:
0. 300 mm squared mesh panel; vessels below 12 meters in length over all may use a 200 mm squared mesh panel;
Seltra panel; 
Sorting grid with 35 mm bar spacing as referred to in Annex VI Part B to Regulation (EC) 2019/1241;
CEFAS Netgrid;
Flip-flap trawl.
3. Vessels equal to or greater than 12 meters in length over all operating with bottom trawls or seines with catches comprising more than 10% of haddock, cod and skates and rays combined, shall use one of the following gear options:
(a) 120 mm cod-end;
(b) An eliminator trawl with 600 mm large mesh panels and a 100 mm cod-end.

4. Vessels equal to or greater than 12 meters in length over all operating with bottom trawls or seines with catches comprising less than 10% of haddock, cod and skates and rays combined shall apply a cod-end mesh size of 100 mm with a 100 mm squared mesh panel. This provision shall not apply to vessels with catches comprising more than 30 % of Norway lobster or more than 85% of Queen scallops. (New for 2020)  

5. A selective gear or device assessed by the STECF as having the same or higher selectivity characteristics for cod, haddock and whiting than the gear options set out in pargraphs 1 to 4 may be used as an alternative to those gear options 

Specific technical measures in the West of Scotland

1. From 1st July 2020, fishing vessels operating with bottom trawls or seines (OTB, TBN, TB, OTT, OT) in ICES divisions 6a and 5b (within EU waters, east of 12°W) shall comply with the technical measures set out below:
a)   For vessels deploying a cod-end mesh size <100mm, mandatory use of a squared mesh panel (positioning retained1) of at least 300mm;
b)   In relation to (a), - for vessels below 12 meters in length over all and/or with engine power of 200kW or less - the panel overall length may be 2m and the panel may be 200mm;
c)   For vessels deploying a cod-end mesh size of 100-119mm and with catches comprising more than 30% of Norway lobster, mandatory use of a squared mesh panel (positioning retained1) of at least 160mm.

2. A selective gear or device assessed by the STECF as having the same or higher selectivity characteristics for cod, haddock and whiting than the  measures set out in paragraph 1  may be  used as an alternative to  those measures
 
1 Any net to which this applies shall have incorporated in it as part of the net a square mesh panel which-
(a) is at least 3 metres in length:
(b) is positioned so that the rearmost row of meshes of the square mesh panel shall be no more than 12 metres from the codline:
(c) has no more than two open diamond meshes between the longitudinal side of the panel and the adjacent selvedge: and
(d) shall be placed in the top half or top sheet of a net in front of any extension piece and the posterior of the cod-end.

.

The Landing Obligation & Discarding Frequently Asked Questions

If the UK exits the EU will the Landing obligation still apply?
Yes – All EU law will become UK law after EU exit, and the rules around the landing obligation will continue to apply. 
What are discards?
Discards are those fish, often dead or dying, that are returned to the sea during commercial fishing operations. 
Why is discarding a problem?
Discarding can damage the environment in two ways:
· through increased mortality to target and non-target species, particularly at juvenile life-history stages
· through alteration of food webs by supplying increased levels of food to scavenging organisms on the sea floor, and to sea birds
What is the ‘discard ban’?
As part of the reformed Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) it has been agreed that catches of quota fish may no longer be discarded. Instead, all of the catch must be landed and counted against quota. The discard ban, or Landing Obligation, only applies to species subject to catch limits and those subject to minimum size limits in the Mediterranean. 
