
ESES  Regional Economic Partnership

• Existing regional working in flux (transport, 
planning etc).

• Public private partnership and cross 
boundary partnership more important than 
ever.

• City Region Deal the catalyst.

• Inclusive, sustainable growth is the driver.



Context: Current National Government Reforms

Reform Govt Date 

Introduced

Key Proposed Measures from Govt Opportunities for Partners

Enterprise and Skills 

Review 

Scottish Summer 17 

(Phase 2)

Local authorities in receipt of City Region Deal investment 

required to establish a regional economic partnership and 

develop a ‘clear and comprehensive economic vision.

• Partners can shape structure to be bespoke to area.

• Partners to develop their own inclusive growth framework.

Planning Review Scottish Dec 17 Amendment 116 to replace SDPs with statutory Strategic 

Development Reports which would have a spatial 

strategy but not form part of the development plan. 

• Long term spatial strategy could be developed in partnership.

• Whatever happens as a result of the Planning Bill, there will still 

be a need to prepare an Action Programme for SDP 2, and that 

will have several strategic infrastructure projects in it. CEC has 

been asked to lead on preparing the SDP 2 Action Plan.

National Transport 

Policy Review

Scottish May 16 Refresh of 2006 strategy to account for changing 

circumstances. To be complete in the lifetime of this 

current Parliament.

• Partners can suggest an RTP Model 3.

• Establish Transport Appraisal Board to ensure:

• West Edinburgh is developed collaboratively with 

Transport Scotland

• Shared ambition for Sheriffhall, and underspend (view 

to reinvest?)

• Forum to raise any other regional transport issues.

• Potential to further utilise TAB to develop/implement 

non-City Deal projects. 

Local Governance 

Review

Scottish Consultation 

ongoing

Devolving power to local levels • Joint bid for more power for local councils

Community 

Empowerment 

(Scotland) Act

Scottish 2015 New rights to community bodies and new duties to public 

sector authorities.

Focus on national outcomes.

Improvement Plans for local areas informed by local people.

Public Duties (Joint 

Working) (Scotland) 

Act. 

Scottish 2014 Integration of adult health and social care. Creation of Strategic Plans for Integrated Joint Boards.

Promotion of person-centred approach.



ESES City Region Deal Governance Structure



Opportunities for Shared Working

Development of the Forth Regional economic planning: 
e.g. regional tourism strategy

Delivery of big transport infrastructure:
particularly cross-boundary

Exploiting data-driven innovation



Out of Scope

Some shared services 
(e.g. Finance) This is NOT a return to regional 

government. Local accountability 
to be retained.

Community Planning / 
Local Outcome Planning



Regional Enterprise Council Membership

Businesses

Robert Carr – Andrerson Strathern

Leeann Dempster – Hibernian Football Club (Chair)

Steven Drost – CodeBase

Gavin Hamilton – Taylor Wimpey

Stephen Ingledew – FinTech Scotland

Nile Istephan- Eildon Housing Association

Rob Mason – Forth Ports

Polly Purvis – Scotland IS

David Thomson – Food and Drink Federation Scotland

Third Sector

Ewan Aitken – Cyrenians

Claire Pattullo- Edinburgh Social Enterprise Network 

(Vice Chair)

Public Sector

Steve Dunlop – Scottish Enterprise

Angela Leitch – ESESCR Deal IRES 

Programme

Damien Yeates – Skills Development 

Scotland

Higher/Further Education Sector

To be confirmed on 22 Nov

Project Management Office (observers 

and secretariat)

There will be strong links with the five 

Chambers of Commerce that operate in 

the region.


