Wild Fisheries Reform
14th Meeting of the Stakeholder Reference Group
Thursday 20 April 2017

Room 3E -95, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, 11:30 – 15:00

Minutes

1. Minutes of previous meeting

Outstanding actions from previous meeting carried forward:

· MS to maintain promotion and development of angling and guidance on the optimisation of all species within the National Wild Fisheries Strategy, thereby setting out the Scotland’s aspirations in these areas;

· MS/sector to examine how brown trout should be treated in the National Strategy and in Bill measures with respect to the characteristic of some population members being within the DSFB remit because they are sea going but progenitors of those fish being not necessarily sea going;   

· MS to explore enabling provisions for local flexibilities around Spring closure, weekly closures & Sunday ‘exclusion’.  

1. Single catch return repository 

Action:

· MS to progress the delivery of a web based, real time single catch repository which FMS, DSFBs, proprietors, levy assessors and MSS all have appropriate access to, the system design of which should allow for additional data collection to be easily added, as and when appropriate.

1. DSFB/Trusts voluntary mergers, including provision of national salmon coverage. Discussion to also cover potential amendment to current uniform rate requirement. 

Actions:

· MS to explore potential one-off funding avenues to facilitate voluntary DSFB mergers;

· [bookmark: _GoBack]FMS to start to collect feedback from DSFBs about a potential idea that merging DSFBs could continue to set levy rates on the former, separate district basis for a bridging period of up to 5 years from merger, but thereafter would be required to set a uniform rate across the new DSFB’s district. 



1. Fishery Management Plans

Actions:

· FMS to distribute latest template to FMS members & the SRG, collating responses;

· MS/sector to consider how we might encourage and help fund DSFBs to carry out activities focussed specifically on freshwater species, if, when and where appropriate.

1. Coastal netting science project for 2017

Action:

· MS to ensure that mixed-stock coastal netting acoustic tagging project maximises the opportunities to work collaboratively with other research activities and infra-structure so that the best possible data is delivered. This includes, but is not limited, to a specific request to take genetic samples of the tagged salmon. 

1. Protection Orders

Actions:

· MS to set up a short-life working group to review the Protection Orders (PO) application process, the associated bureaucracy and matters such as the role and status of Liaison Committees, the training and functions of Wardens and the question of whether POs should be subject to a periodic review/reapplication process.
· MS to note SRG’s aspiration that PO future governance/management arrangements are better integrated with existing DSFB structures and that they bring into the system publicly owned waters.  

1. Conservation measures for pike – 2 papers distributed with agenda

Actions:

· MS to take forward a proposal to introduce secondary legislation which introduces a maximum size limit for taking pike; a bag limit of one pike per day per angler and makes the sale of any rod-caught freshwater fish illegal.

· MS to take forward proposals to amend primary legislation through the new Wild Fisheries Bill. MS notes that achieving many of the desired outcomes from these suggested amendments would be enhance through MS’ provision of clear guidance.



1. Potential National Angling Development Structure - 2 papers distributed with agenda

Action:

· MS/sector will continue to consider and discuss the potential new structure through the Angling Promotion & Development working group.

1. Training & CPD working group update

Action:

· MS to meet with the Scottish Branch of IFM and FMS to discuss training provision, including but not limited to the provision of training to PO Wardens.

1. AOB & Date of Next meeting

Actions:

· MS to share draft Bailiff Topic sheet with SRG together with Regulatory Enforcement & Bailiff Development working group (which next meets on 16 May).

· MS will publish salmon & seat trout fishery statistics for 2016 season on 21 April.

· MS/sector to continue to explore potential on-going funding streams, including but not limited to the opportunity to receive some of the Crown Estate aquaculture license revenue. 

· MS to convene an appropriate working group to populate the science and research section of the National Wild Fisheries Strategy.

· MS to review the introduction of carcass tags for rod & line killed and retained salmon.

· MS to introduce 6 weekly updates to SRG members, within which MS will recommend whether a face to face meeting is required to discuss any matters. Following SRG member feedback, MS will publish the 6 weekly updates on the internet. 
