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Title of Policy: UK Cetacean Conservation Strategy 

Summary of aims and desired outcomes of Policy: Ensure the conservation and 
protection of cetaceans in UK waters by assessing the vulnerabilities of species to 
relevant pressures and threats, whilst bringing together a set of high-level 
recommendations to address them. 

Directorate: Marine Directorate 

Division: Marine Environment 

Team: Marine Species 

Executive Summary 

This Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) has been undertaken to identify impacts on 
equality groups brought about by the introduction of the UK Cetacean Conservation 
Strategy. The Strategy aims to ensure the conservation and protection of cetaceans 
in UK waters. 

The Strategy does not introduce any new policies, instead acting as a framework for 
conservation action. It also considers vulnerabilities and pressures facing cetaceans. 
The Strategy as a standalone document will have no impact on individuals or groups 
with protected characteristics. If actions stemming from the Strategy are further 
developed and implemented, these would be monitored and assessed for any 
impacts going forward. 

Background 

With the UK marine environment being one of the most biologically diverse in 
Europe, the need for a healthy cetacean population is vitally important. Cetaceans 
play a key role in maintaining balance in marine food webs, and as top predators, 
their abundance and distribution are key indicators when it comes to assessing the 
health of UK marine ecosystems. With current pressures and emerging threats like 
climate change, underwater noise and bycatch known to impact these species, the 
Strategy provides a framework for conservation action.  

The Strategy, if its actions are progressed to implementation, could contribute to the 
Scottish Government’s national outcomes. Environmentally, it aims to protect and 
enhance cetacean populations for future generations. Economically, it aims to 
continue making coastal and island regions attractive to both visit and invest in. The 
communities outcome aims to “protect our local resources and environments”. 
Additionally, the Strategy will seek to achieve and maintain Good Environmental 
Status in UK waters, and that will support a productive and healthy marine and 
coastal environment. 



The Scope of the EQIA 

The EQIA process, at this stage, has been minimal. The Strategy does not actively 
exclude or target groups or individuals with protected characteristics. It aims to 
conserve and protect cetaceans in UK waters. An Island Communities Impact 
Assessment and a Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment have been 
undertaken in addition to this EQIA. New policy is not being introduced at this stage. 

Key Findings 

The Strategy vision is to ensure the conservation and protection of cetaceans in UK 
waters and includes several objectives such as identifying pressures acting on 
cetaceans, providing a framework to deliver actions, support research, and 
collaborate with international partners to share knowledge and manage threats. No 
actions are being implemented with the Strategy document and no impacts on the 
specified protected characteristics have been identified in the development of it. 
These characteristics were age, disability, sex, pregnancy and maternity, gender 
reassignment, sexual orientation, race and religion or belief. 

A public consultation was held from 22 March to 14 June 2021, which allowed the 
public, communities, organisations and wider stakeholders to reflect and provide 
feedback on the Strategy, the underlying technical report and a series of actions. 35 
responses were received, with 16 from organisations and 19 from individuals. Going 
forward, the Strategy vision will be brought about by partnership working between 
government bodies, environmental and community groups, research organisations, 
academia, industry, and the public. 

With no concerns raised during its development, it is considered that the Strategy is 
neither directly or indirectly discriminatory under the Equality Act 2010. 

Recommendations and Conclusion 

The Strategy document, as an overarching framework to assist in setting out where 
action could be taken to address pressures and threats facing cetaceans in UK 
waters, will not be implementing new policy. No impacts on protected characteristics 
have been identified within this EQIA process. However, as the Strategy 
recommendations are developed going forward and as any actions are implemented, 
it is recommended that potential impacts on protected groups or individuals will be 
considered and assessed at the level of the action. 
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