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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment
1. Brief Summary

Type of proposal: Decision of a strategic nature relating to the rights and wellbeing
of children

Name: UK Cetacean Conservation Strategy
Key Terms

e Cetacean: any member of an aquatic group of mammals commonly known
as whales, dolphins, and porpoises.

e Conservation: preservation, protection, or restoration of the natural
environment and/or wildlife.

e Bycatch: when unwanted fish and other marine creatures become trapped by
commercial fishing nets during fishing for a different species.

The central vision of the UK Cetacean Conservation Strategy is to ensure the
conservation and protection of cetaceans in UK waters. It will also contribute to the
UK’s vision for clean, healthy, safe, productive, and biologically diverse oceans and
seas. However, current pressures and emerging threats such as bycatch,
underwater noise and climate change are impacting these species in UK waters.

The Strategy sets out where action could be taken to address threats and pressures
acting on species, and where further research is required to improve the current
evidence base through the identification of high-level recommendations.

The Strategy is new, developed whilst taking into account views of multiple
stakeholders, for example during its 2021 consultation and associated workshop
events. The Strategy and its high-level recommendations have the potential to
influence multiple sectors within the marine economy, including offshore wind,
fisheries, and tourism. The UK has committed to the Strategy via the UK Marine
Strategy part three: 2025 programme of measures.

Start date of proposal’s development: 05/09/2017
Start date of CRWIA process: 18/03/2025

2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024, which aspects of the
proposal are relevant to/impact upon children’s rights?

No aspects of the Strategy are relevant to, or impact upon, the rights of children and
young people up to the age of 18. The Strategy focuses on cetacean conservation,
with any Communities, Education and Outreach objectives focusing on industry
engagement. This includes the training of wildlife operators, promoting regional
codes of conduct among recreational groups and the tourism industry, and working
with technical experts and fisheries experts to develop innovate gear types and
reduce bycatch and entanglement. The Strategy’s vision of ensuring the


https://www.britannica.com/animal/mammal
https://www.britannica.com/animal/whale
https://www.britannica.com/animal/dolphin-mammal
https://www.britannica.com/animal/porpoise

conservation and protection of cetaceans in UK waters will not infringe on the rights
and wellbeing of children.

3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will
be used to inform your decision-making and the content of the
proposal

Not applicable.

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any
‘gaps’ in evidence which may prevent determination of impact?
If yes, please provide an explanation of how they will be
addressed

Not applicable.

5. Analysis of Evidence

Not applicable.

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a
result of this assessment?

Not applicable.

Conclusion

7. As aresult of the evidence gathered and analysed against all
UNCRC requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this
proposal on children’s rights?

No impact

8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights,
please describe below how the proposal will protect, respect,
and fulfil children’s rights in Scotland.

N/A



9. If a negative impact has been identified please describe it below.
Is there a risk this could potentially amount to an
incompatibility?

N/A

10. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all
wellbeing indicators, will the proposal contribute to the
wellbeing of children and young people in Scotland.

Safe: Not Applicable
Healthy: Not Applicable
Achieving: Not Applicable
Nurtured: Not Applicable
Active: Not Applicable
Respected: Not Applicable
Responsible: Not Applicable
Included: Not Applicable

11.How will you communicate to children and young people the
impact that the proposal will have on their rights?

The CRWIA will be published on the gov.scot website alongside the strategy so
those wishing to access it can do so. The CRWIA has been written, in so far as
possible, in an accessible format so that any children reading it can understand its
content and how it does not impact on their rights.

Post Assessment Review and sign-off

12. Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and
wellbeing

As potential actions from the Strategy are taken forward to implementation, this
CRWIA document will be reviewed to help ensure there are not unintended negative
consequences on the rights and wellbeing of children. If impacts are found, these
would be assessed and appropriate mitigation measures would be implemented.
However, due to the nature of the Strategy and its focus on cetaceans, it is not
anticipated that any impacts on children and young people will emerge.



13.Sign off
Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: Caroline Cowan, June 2025
Date CRWIA team first contacted: 18/03/2025
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