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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment (CRWIA) for the National 
Health Service (General Ophthalmic 
Services) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2025  
 

Disclaimer 

This document is a point in time assessment of the likely effects of the above-named 
proposal on the rights and wellbeing of children and young people. This impact 
assessment should be read in conjunction with other impact assessments prepared 
for this proposal. 

Scottish Government acknowledge the importance of monitoring and evaluating the 
impact of strategic decisions and legislation on children’s rights and wellbeing. Any 
information gathered during implementation of the legislation or strategic decision to 
which the impact assessment relates, will be used to inform future determinations of 
impact. Any new strategic decision or new legislation (including amending 
legislation) would be subject to a new CRWIA in line with the legislative 
requirements.  
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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment Template 
 
Introduction 

1. Brief Summary 

Type of proposal: 

Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI) 

 
Name the proposal, and describe its overall aims and intended purpose.  

SSI Title: The National Health Service (General Ophthalmic Services) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2025. 

Purpose: To enable Health Boards to enter into arrangements with Independent 
Prescribing (IP) optometrists and ophthalmic medical practitioners (OMP) for the 
provision of General Ophthalmic Services (GOS) in the relevant Health Board’s area 
to patients who have a specified anterior eye condition. 

Background 

The Scottish Government published its NHS Operational Improvement Plan on 31 
March 2025. This committed, amongst other things, to support Independent 
Prescribing (IP) optometrists and ophthalmic medical practitioners (OMP) to manage 
patients with ten complex acute anterior eye conditions under General Ophthalmic 
Services (GOS), reducing the number of these patients needing to be referred to the 
Hospital Eye Service (HES). In doing so, this will free up capacity within the HES to 
manage patients with more chronic sight-threatening eye conditions. 

The interim measures phase of the implementation of this policy commenced on 1 
August 2025. This SSI is required to deliver the full implementation phase of this 
policy, by enabling Health Boards to enter into arrangements with IP optometrists 
and OMPs for the provision of GOS in the Health Board’s area to patients who have 
certain anterior eye conditions. Such patients can self-present to the IP 
optometrist/OMP or can be referred to the IP optometrist/OMP from another 
optometrist/OMP following a GOS eye examination. 

Start date of proposal’s development: 28 May 2025 

Start date of CRWIA process: 1 August 2025 

 

2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024, which aspects of the 
proposal are relevant to/impact upon children’s rights?  

There are no aspects of the proposal that are deemed to be relevant to the UNCRC 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/nhs-scotland-operational-improvement-plan/
https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/pca2025-o-04.pdf
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3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will 
be used to  inform your decision-making and the content of the 
proposal  

Not applicable  

 

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any 
'gaps' in evidence which may prevent determination of impact? 
If yes, please provide an explanation of how they will be 
addressed  

Not applicable 

 

5. Analysis of Evidence 

Not applicable 

 

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a 
result of this assessment? 

Not applicable 

 

Conclusion 

7. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
UNCRC requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this 
proposal on children’s rights? 

No impact 

 

8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights, 
please describe below how the proposal will protect, respect, 
and fulfil children’s rights in Scotland.  

Not applicable 
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9. If a negative impact has been identified please describe it below. 
Is there a risk this could potentially amount to an 
incompatibility? 

Not applicable 
  

10. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
wellbeing indicators, will the proposal contribute to the 
wellbeing of children and young people in Scotland?  

Safe:    Not Applicable 

Healthy:   Yes   

Achieving:   Not Applicable 

Nurtured:   Not Applicable 

Active:   Not Applicable 

Respected:   Not Applicable 

Responsible:   Not Applicable  

Included:   Not Applicable 

If yes, please provide an explanation below: 

The proposal will improve the wellbeing of the people of Scotland (including children 
and young people) by supporting improved access to eyecare services in the 
community closer to home, by enabling Health Boards to enter into arrangements 
with IP optometrists and OMPs for the provision of GOS in the Health Board’s area 
to patients who have certain anterior eye conditions. 

 

11. How will you communicate to children and young people the 
impact that the proposal will have on their rights?  

Not applicable. This proposal will have no impact on the rights of children and young 
people, and as such there are no plans for specific communication to children and 
young people regarding this proposal.  
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Post Assessment Review and sign-off 

12. Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and 
wellbeing 

The impact of the proposal will be monitored by analysing data from payment claims 
submitted to NHS National Services Scotland by IP optometrists and OMPs who 
have entered into arrangements with Health Boards for the provision of GOS in the 
Health Board’s area to patients who have certain anterior eye conditions. 

The CRWIA will be reviewed and updated if, following the analysis of this data, it is 
determined that there has been a change in children’s rights and wellbeing beyond 
that stated in this document. 

 

13. Sign off  

Policy Lead Signature & Date of Sign Off: Mike Stewart, Primary Care Optometry 
Team, 3 November 2025 

Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: Tom Ferris, Dentistry and Optometry 
Division, 3 November 2025 
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