
PILOT PENTLAND FIRTH AND ORKNEY WATERS MARINE SPATIAL PLAN
Responding to this consultation 
We invite responses to this consultation by 6 September 2015. 
You can send your response:
· Online at https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/marine-scotland/pfowmarinespatialplan 
· By email to PFOWmarinespatialplan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  
· In writing to Tracy McCollin, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 

If you are responding online your respondent information will be collected via the webpage.

If you are responding in writing please send your response with the completed Respondent Information Form (see “Handling your Response” below) to:

PFOWmarinespatialplan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

or

Tracy McCollin
Marine Licensing Operations Team
Marine Laboratory
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB

Please use the consultation questionnaire or indicate clearly in your response which questions or parts of the consultation paper you are responding to. This will help our analysis of the responses received. The consultation can be viewed online on the consultation pages of the Scottish Government website at:
 www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations
Handling your response 
We need to know how to handle your response and, in particular, whether you are happy for it to be made public. The attached Respondent Information Form will ensure that we treat your response appropriately. If you ask for your response not to be published we treat it as confidential.
You should be aware that the Scottish Government is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and must consider any request made to it under the Act for information relating to responses made to this consultation exercise.

What happens next?
Following the closing date, all responses will be analysed and considered along with any other available evidence to help us finalise the pilot Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters Marine Spatial Plan.
If you have given permission for your response to be made public and after we have checked that it contains no potentially defamatory material, your response will be made available to the public in the Scottish Government Library and on the Scottish Government consultation web pages. You can make arrangements to view responses by contacting the SG Library on 0131 244 4552.
Comments and complaints 
If you have any comments about how this consultation exercise has been conducted, please send them to:
Tracy McCollin
Marine Licensing Operations Team
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB
E-mail: tracy.mccollin@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM
Please Note this form must be returned with your response to ensure that we handle your response appropriately

1. Name/Organisation
Organisation Name
	     



Title  	Mr |_|	   Ms |_|   Mrs |_|	   Miss |_|   Dr |_|	       Please tick as appropriate

Surname
	     


Forename
	     



2. Postal Address
	     

	     

	     

	     

	Postcode      
	Phone      
	Email      



3. Permissions  - I am responding as…

	
	
	
	Individual
	/
	Group/Organisation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	|_|
	
	Please tick as appropriate
	
	|_|
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a)
	Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site)?
Please tick as appropriate    |_| Yes   |_| No	
	
	
(c)
	The name and address of your organisation will be made available to the public (in the Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site).


	(b)
	Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your responses available to the public on the following basis
	
	
	Are you content for your response to be made available?

	
	Please tick ONE of the following boxes
	
	
	Please tick as appropriate   |_| Yes   |_| No

	
	Yes, make my response, name and address all available
	|_|
	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response available, but not my name and address
	|_|
	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address
	|_|
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(d)
	We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?
		Please tick as appropriate		 |_| Yes		|_|No



CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

MARINE SPATIAL PLAN

SECTION 1	Introduction and Plan Vision

Question 1: Do you have any comments on Section 1?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



SECTION 2	How to use the Plan

Question 2: Do you have any comments on Section 2?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



SECTION 3	Legislative and Policy Context (and Annex 2 Legislation, Policy and Plans)

Question 3: Do you have any comments on Section 3?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 4: Do you have any comments on Annex 2?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



SECTION 4	General Policies

Question 5: Do you have any comments on the format of the general policies?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 6: Do you have any comments on Table 2?

[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments


Question 7: Do you have any comments on General Policy 1A: Sustainable development?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 8: Do you have any comments on General Policy 1B: Supporting sustainable social and economic benefits?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 9: Do you have any comments on General Policy 1C: Safeguarding the marine ecosystem?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 10: Do you have any comments on General Policy 2: The well-being, quality of life and amenity of coastal communities?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 11: Do you have any comments on General Policy 3: Climate change?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 12: Do you have any comments on General Policy 4A: Nature conservation designations?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 13: Do you have any comments on General Policy 4B: Protected species?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments




Question 14: Do you have any comments on General Policy 4C: Wider biodiversity?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 15: Do you have any comments on General Policy 4D: Landscape and seascape?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 16: Do you have any comments on General Policy 4E: Geodiversity?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 17: Do you have any comments on General Policy 5A: Water environment?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 18: Do you have any comments on General Policy 5B: Coastal processes and flooding?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 19: Do you have any comments on General Policy 6: Historic environment?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 20: Do you have any comments on General Policy 7: Integrating coastal 
and marine development?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments






Question 21: Do you have any comments on General Policy 8A: Noise?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 22: Do you have any comments on General Policy 8B: Waste and marine litter?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 23: Do you have any comments on General Policy 9: Invasive non-native species?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments




SECTION 5 	Sectoral Policies

Question 24: Do you have any comments on the format of the sectoral policies?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 25: Do you have any comments on Table 4?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 26: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 1: Commercial fisheries?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 27: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 2: Aquaculture?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 28: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 3: Oil and gas?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 29: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 4: Renewable energy generation?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 30: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 5: Recreation, sport, leisure and tourism?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 31: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 6: Marine transport?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 32: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 7: Ports and harbours?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 33: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 8: Pipelines, electricity and telecommunications infrastructure?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



Question 34: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 9: Marine aggregates?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments






Question 35: Do you have any comments on Sectoral Policy 10: Defence?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments



ANNEX 1	List of Stakeholders

Question 36: Do you wish your name and contact details to be added or removed from the list?

Added  |_|  Removed  |_|

If you wish for your details to be added please provide your name and e-mail address. 

	Comments



General Questions in Relation to the Marine Spatial Plan

The questions below deal with the Marine Spatial Plan more generally and your answers would help improve future marine planning processes. There is also a text box where you can add any other comments you wish regarding the Plan.

Question 37: Are there any changes to the overall layout of the Plan and/or presentation of information within it which would increase its usefulness to your organisation or business?

	Comments



Question 38: Do you have any comments on the membership of the Plan Working Group and/or Advisory Group that could be addressed through future Marine Planning Partnerships?

	Comments



Question 39: Do you have any further comments about the approach to the marine planning process?

	Comments



Question 40: Do you have any further comments?

	Comments







Questions to Inform Future Development of Regional Marine Plans

As this Plan has been developed as part of a pilot process the working group would like to gather information that could be used to inform a Lessons Learned report that will be produced as part of the Plan development process. The questions below are divided into three main themes and aim to capture information that would be useful in informing the development of future statutory regional marine plans.

Future Regional Marine Plans for the area.

Question 41: Are there issues or opportunities relevant to the Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters area that you consider are not addressed by the pilot Plan that should be taken forward in future Regional Marine Plans?

	Comments



Process for Developing Regional Marine Plans.

Question 42: Do you believe you have had sufficient opportunity to influence the content of the Plan? If not, at what stage and how would you like to have input to the future statutory regional marine planning? 

	Comments



Resource and Knowledge Requirements to Support the Development of Regional Marine Plans.

Question 43: Do you believe that the Plan includes sufficient and accurate information about the activities of your sector or interests in Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters area?  Are there additional information sources that could be accessed or generated?

	Comments



Question 44: Do you believe that the Plan includes sufficient and accurate information about the activities of other sectors or interests? Identify any particular priorities for filling data gaps for future regional marine plans.

	Comments



Question 45: Do you have any comments regarding the resources (human, financial, skills etc.) required to deliver Regional Marine Plans? 

	Comments







SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Question 46: To what extent does the Sustainability Appraisal set out an accurate description of the current baseline (Please give details of additional relevant sources)?

	Comments



Question 47: Do you agree with the predicted socio-economic and environmental effects as set out in the Sustainability Appraisal?

	Comments



Question 48: Do you agree with the recommendations and proposals for mitigation of the socio-economic and environmental effects set out in the Sustainability Appraisal?

	Comments



Question 49: Are you aware of any further information that will help to inform the findings of the assessment (Please give details of additional relevant sources)?

	Comments



Question 50: Are you aware of other ‘reasonable alternatives’ to the proposed policies that should be considered as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment process conducted for the draft Pilot Plan?

	Comments




SOCIO-ECONOMIC BASELINE REVIEW

Question 51: To what extent does the Socio-Economic Baseline Review set out an accurate description of the current baseline (Please give details of additional relevant sources?

	Comments




REGIONAL LOCATIONAL GUIDANCE

Question 52: Do you have any comments on the Regional Locational Guidance?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

	Comments


EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT RECORD

An Equality Impact Assessment process examines how policy impacts on people because of their age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation. The following question is included in this consultation in order to collect information that will enable the completion of the assessment. The completed Equality Impact Assessment will be available with the final Plan.

Question 53: Do you believe that the creation of, or any policy contained within, the pilot Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters Marine Spatial Plan discriminates disproportionately between persons defined by age, disability, sexual orientation, gender, race or religion and belief?

Yes  |_|  No  |_|

Question 54: If yes, in what way do you believe that the creation of a pilot Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters Marine Spatial Plan is discriminatory?

	Comments




PARTIAL BUSINESS AND REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
The Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment helps policy makers to use available evidence to find proposals that best achieve the policy objectives while minimising costs and burdens. Through consultation and engagement with business, the costs and benefits of the proposed Plan can be analysed. It also ensures that any impact on business, particularly small enterprises, is fully considered before the Plan is finalised.
The following question is included in this consultation to collect information that will enable the completion of the assessment. The completed Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment will be available with the final Plan.
Question 55: Please tell us about any potential economic or regulatory impacts, either positive or negative, that you think any or all of the proposals in this consultation may have.

	Comments
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