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OPERATION BRANCHFORM 

Purpose 

1. To provide an update on the case against Peter Murrell in light of developments earlier today 
in the High Court which will generate significant publicity about the case. 

Priority 

2. Immediate. 

Background 

3. Peter Murrell pled guilty earlier today in the High Court of Justiciary in relation to the 
indictment which was served on him in January 2026.  He pled guilty to an amended charge 
of embezzlement of £400,310.65 from the SNP.  The judge has deferred sentence. A Crown 
narrative which sets out the circumstances of the offending is scheduled to be provided to 
the court on June 2. Peter Murrell did not apply to the court for bail and is scheduled to be 
sentenced on June 23.  

 

Contempt of Court 

4. The restrictions imposed by the Contempt of Court Act 1981 continue to apply until Mr 
Murrell is sentenced and therefore any public comment on the matter is to be avoided.  
Scottish Ministers should not, if asked, make any public comment on the case until after Mr 
Murrell has been sentenced. 
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