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Annex A  
 
Regulation 11(2) – Personal Data  
 
On reviewing materials within scope of your request, some information has been withheld under 
Regulation 11(2) – Personal Data as it contains personal information and disclosing it would 
contravene the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) and in Section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. This exception is not 
subject to the ‘public interest test’.  
 
Regulation 10(4)(e) – Internal Communications  
 
Some information has been redacted under regulations 10(4)(e) (internal communication).  
 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the 
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception. We have found that, on 
balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception.  
 
We recognise that there is some public interest in releasing the information as part of an open, 
transparent and accountable government. However, this is outweighed by the greater public 
interest in allowing Scottish Government officials and ministers a private space to share free and 
frank views for the purpose of deliberation of any given policy. 
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Annex B 

Gillian Martin 

Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 

 

Ocean Energy Europe 2025 Conference 

 

Recording to take place: 30 October 2025 

 

Maximum length: 10 minutes 

130 WPM 

Current length:  6 minutes 30 seconds 

 

**The video will be played as an introduction to the Tidal Showcase 

session at the conference on 5 November**  

 

Introduction  

 

Good afternoon.  

 

It’s a privilege to speak to Ocean Energy Europe today. While I regret 

not being able to be with you all in Brussels, I’m delighted to contribute 

to this important conversation. 

 

Scotland is a global leader in marine energy innovation, harnessing our 

exceptional natural resources to help power a sustainable future. Our 

expansive coastline and powerful tides provide ideal conditions for the 
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development of tidal stream and wind energy. I am proud that the 

Scottish Government has championed the sector and invested 

significantly in research, infrastructure, and innovation to help contribute 

to our clean energy ambitions.  

 

From Orkney’s pioneering European Marine Energy Centre to our 

world-leading net zero targets, [Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 

 

[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 

 

Events like Ocean Energy Europe highlight the power of collaboration 

between the public and private sectors across borders. The recently 

announced launch of the FOREST project—hosted in Scotland and 

supported by the Horizon Europe Programme—is a great example of 

how shared international expertise and innovation can help accelerate 

market readiness for new technologies. 

 

Current Achievements  

 

And Scotland has a lot to offer when it comes to expertise and 

innovation.  The FOREST project will be hosted by the European 

Marine Energy Centre in Orkney which is the world’s first accredited test 

site for wave and tidal energy, setting the global standard.  

 

Ampeak Energy’s MeyGen project in the Pentland Firth is the largest 

ever operational tidal stream array.  

http://www.gov.scot/
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While Orbital Marine Power’s ‘O2’ device, also in Orkney, is the most 

powerful tidal turbine of its kind in the world.  

 

And in Shetland, Nova Innovation made history in 2016 with the first 

tidal array of its kind, now expanded to six turbines—the largest number 

of tidal stream turbines in any single array globally.  

 

While I know the focus of the next showcase session will be tidal, it 

would be remiss of me not to mention Wave Energy Scotland who have 

been at the forefront of innovation in the wave energy sector over the 

last ten years, [Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)]  

 

[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] Working alongside our Enterprise Agencies, 

we are helping to support the growth of the marine energy sector. 

 

Support for the sector 

 

[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 

 

The introduction of the Contracts for Difference scheme for tidal stream 

technology in 2022 by the UK Government was a significant step 

forward in offering developers a viable route to market. It’s encouraging 

to see Scottish projects successfully participating in recent allocation 

rounds. 
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[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)]  

 

In Scotland, continued support through future Contracts for Difference 

rounds and increased innovation funding from UK-wide programmes will 

be critical to helping early-stage technologies reach commercial 

maturity. 

 

Future Focus 

 

[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 

Our natural resources can support a just transition that both benefits 

both our economy and tackles climate change. 

 

But success depends on partnership. Building a global marine energy 

market requires shared ambition and coordinated action between 

countries to unlock its full potential and deliver real-world benefits. 

 

That’s why gatherings like Ocean Energy Europe matter. They bring us 

together to share, collaborate and innovate. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. I wish you every 

success as you continue shaping the future of ocean energy and I hope 

you enjoy the Tidal Showcase session coming up next.  Look out for the 

Scottish projects! 
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