
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

MINISTERIAL REQUEST FOR REMOTE PARTICIPATION /  
ABSENCE FROM PARLIAMENT 

 

Name of Minister John Swinney 

Portfolio First Minister 

 

Total period of absence 

from parliament  
including travel time 

Start 

Date 
11/06/2026 

Start 

Time 
15:00 

End 

Date 
16/06/2026 

End 

Time 
13:00 

 

Parliamentary business affected ☐  Topical Questions 

☐  Portfolio Questions 

☐  General Questions 

☐  First Minister’s Questions* 

☒  Afternoon plenary 

☒  Decision time 

☐  Ministers’ Meeting 

☐  All day  

Choose an item. 

Choose an item. 

Choose an item. 

Choose an item. 

Absent 

Absent 

Choose an item. 

Choose an item. 

 

Reason for remote 

participation/absence 
Ministerial 

 

Description of engagement 
Provide as much information as possible, 

including detail on the value of 

constituency/Ministerial engagements  

The First Minister will be travelling the United States ahead of 

stakeholder engagements during the FIFA World Cup. FM will 

need to depart Parliament around 15:00 to travel to Edinburgh 

airport to catch his flight. FM expected arrival back to Scotland is 

Tuesday, 16th June at 11:50. Arrival back into Parliament for 

around 13:00, ahead of FMQs.  

Location of engagement Edinburgh 

Date and time of engagement Thursday, 11th June from 15:00 to Tuesday, 16th June (~13:00) 

 

Substitute Minister 
Another Minister must be available in 

parliament to cover any urgent business 

N/A 

 

Private Office contact [REDACTED] 

 
*Slips for First Minister’s Questions must be copied to the First Minister’s Private Office for awareness. Cabinet Secretaries and 
Junior Ministers will require permission from the Minister for Parliamentary Business only.  
 
Submission of this form does not guarantee approval of absence. No formal arrangements should be made until approval 
is received.  
 
If the request for absence is approved, the following terms apply: 

• Ministers may be recalled to parliament at any time. If recalled, it is the Minister/Ministerial Private Office’s responsibility to 
ensure attendance at parliament in time for specified business.  

• The Minister for Parliamentary Business must be informed if details of the engagement change. 

• If the engagement is cancelled, the Minister for Parliamentary Business must be informed as soon as possible and 
Ministers will be expected to attend Parliament unless otherwise agreed.  



APPROVALS EMAILS 
 
 
1. 

[SUBSEQUENT EMAILS REDACTED – OUT OF SCOPE] 

From: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 29 May 2026 09:59 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterforPBV@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: SLIP REQUEST: First Minister - Thursday, 11th June - FIFA World Cup 
 
PS/Minister for Parliamentary Business & Veterans 
 
Please find attached a slip request to be remote from the First Minister, for 
Thursday, 11th June – Tuesday, 16th June. 
 
Kind regards, 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] I Diary Manager to the First Minister 
Office of the First Minister of Scotland 
5th Floor l St Andrews House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 3DG l  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 

Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.lobbying.scot/


2. 
 
From: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 02 June 2026 18:50 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Tourism and Transport <CabSecforETT@gov.scot>; First 
Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Overseas Visit Approval  
 
Hi [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)], 
 
The First Minister has approved this overseas visit on an exceptional basis although 
he is concerned Mr Flynn does not propose to be here on 18th June. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
Mobile: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including preferences, can be 

found here. 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 
(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

 
 
 
From: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Tourism and Transport 
Sent: 26 May 2026 17:58 
To: First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Tourism and Transport  
Cc: Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: Overseas Visit Approval  
 
Hi [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)], 
 
Mr Arthur has confirmed he is content to provide portfolio cover.  
 
Thanks 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)]| Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Transport and Tourism – Stephen Flynn MSP | Scottish Government | [REDACTED – 
38(1)(B)]| cabsecforett@gov.scot 

https://scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/WhoWeAre/SitePages/first-minister.aspx
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:cabsecforett@gov.scot


 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to another official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
primary recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 

(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)]@GOV.SCOT> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 26 May 2026 17:51 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Tourism and Transport <CabSecforETT@gov.scot>; First 
Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Overseas Visit Approval  
 
Thanks [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] – will Mr Arthur be available for portfolio cover? 
 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
Mobile: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 

to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 

appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. Please 

note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for information 
 
From: [REDACTED – 38(1)(B)]@GOV.SCOT> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Tourism and Transport 
Sent: 26 May 2026 14:49 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Tourism and Transport <CabSecforETT@gov.scot> 
Subject: Overseas Visit Approval  
 
PS/First Minister 
 
Mr Flynn would like to seek approval to be absent from the country from 18 June to 
27 June in order to attend the World Cup. 
 
We have submitted a slip request to Mr Hepburn separately. 
 
Kind regards, 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)] 
 
[REDACTED – 38(1)(B)]| Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Transport and Tourism – Stephen Flynn MSP | Scottish Government | [REDACTED – 
38(1)(B)]| cabsecforett@gov.scot 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:CabSecforETT@gov.scot
mailto:FirstMinister@gov.scot
mailto:Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:FirstMinister@gov.scot
mailto:Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecforETT@gov.scot
mailto:cabsecforett@gov.scot


 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to another official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
primary recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 

(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

