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DOC 1 

 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) on behalf of First Minister  
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 10:41:52 AM 
To: John Swinney  
Subject: FW: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026  
FM – please see below for information. A response is being drafted to Ming Yang 
and will be with you shortly for clearance.  
 
From: Richard Rollison  
Sent: 05 April 2026 11:26 
To: John Primrose ; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic  
Cc: First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy ; DG Economy ; 
DG Net Zero ; Ragne Low ; Director of Offshore Wind ; Emily Mackintosh ; Redacted 
- Section 38(1)(b); Cabinet Secretariat Inbox ; Mark Boyce ; Gregor Irwin  
Subject: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang - 5 
April 2026 
DFM/PS 
Cc FM/PS Cabinet Secretary for CAE 
This note provides a brief update on separate discussions between officials and 
Mingyang, Quantum Capital and Haventus over the last week following UKG’s 
decision on 26 March that, to protect national security, Mingyang turbines cannot be 
used in UK offshore wind projects. 
 
Myself, Rueben Aitken (SE/SDI) and David Oxley (HIE) met with Aman Wang (CEO, 
Mingyang UK) on 2 April; and myself and John Primrose met with Patrick Hughes 
(Head of Gov Affairs Quantum Capital) on 31 March and Ian Cobban (CEO, Haventus) 
and John Conlin (Chief Legal Officer, Haventus) on 2 April. In all three meetings, we 
highlighted that as it was the pre-election period our primary focus was on gathering 
factual information and understanding the implications of the UKG decision and that it 
would be for new Ministers to consider next steps from a Scottish Government 
perspective following the election. 
Redacted - Section 36(2)(b). 
 
Aman advised that Mingyang had been made aware of UKG’s decision just a few 
hours before the decision was made public Redacted - Section 36(2)(b). He noted that 

Mingyang had established a joint venture with Octopus to help address concerns 
about cyber security and that both Redacted -Section 33(1)(b) However, it was not 
clear from UKG’s public statements whether cyber security or some other aspect of 
national security underpinned the UKG decision. Aman noted that whilst Mingyang  
Redacted -Section 33(1)(b) Redacted - Section 36(2)(b) that they remained committed 

to Redacted -Section 33(1)(b) the Chairman of Mingyang had outlined to the First 
Minister when they met. We advised Aman that officials would continue to engage with 
Mingyang Redacted - Section 36(2)(b) 
 
Both Quantum and Haventus welcomed our contact with them and noted that the UKG 
decision represented a Redacted -Section 33(1)(b) We agreed to continue for now 
with our regular rhythm of fortnightly SG/SE/HIE catch ups with Mingyang and to catch 
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up with Patrick Hughes again on 28 April. Although no date has been set for a further 
discussion with Haventus we agreed continued engagement would be useful.  
Richard Rollison 
Director 
Directorate for International Trade and Investment  
Scottish Government 
M: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
I sometimes respond to e-mails outwith normal working hours – that works for me 
but I understand that it might not work for you. 
 
From: John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>  
Sent: 27 March 2026 16:25 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) < Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) >; Cabinet Secretariat 
Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot> 
Subject: Update: UK communications and Ming Yang news release 
DFM/PS,  
Cc FM/PS Cabinet Secretary for CAE 
This note provides factual information only, in relation to the recent announcement 
on Ming Yang. 
Uk announcement: On Wednesday afternoon March 25th, via news release, the UK 
announced that: 
“Industry have sought the Government’s view on the use of Ming Yang turbines in 
British waters and in our energy system. After careful consideration, the 
Government's view is that it cannot support the use of them in UK offshore wind 
projects. 
The Government will always act to protect our national security, and is committed to 
strengthening and prioritising resilient and sustainable offshore wind supply chains. 
The Government welcomes investment from China where it's in our national interest 
– as demonstrated by significant inward investment during the Prime Minister's 
recent visit to Beijing. It will continue to take a consistent, long term and strategic 
approach to our relationship with China – cooperating where it can, whilst never 
compromising on security and resilience.” 
For information, the same text was sent in an email to SG officials from DESNZ 
officials at 19:26 on 25 March. To date there has not been direct Ministerial 
correspondence from UK to SG on this issue, though we are informed from DESNZ 
officials that this is incoming. 
Ming Yang response: 
Ming Yang published the following news release on 27 March: 
London, 27 March 2026 – Ming Yang has responded to the UK Government’s 
announcement that it cannot currently support the use of Ming Yang wind turbines in 
the UK. The announcement represents a missed opportunity for the UK to benefit 
from increased competition in a capacity-constrained global turbine market, to 
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mailto:DirectorOSW@gov.scot
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accelerate cost reductions in wind energy, and to unlock significant industrial 
investment in the UK. 
 
Ming Yang is a global technology leader in offshore wind. Our next-generation 18.5 
MW turbine platform, available for both fixed-bottom and floating applications, sets 
new benchmarks in scale, efficiency, and cost reduction. Our technologies are 
uniquely innovative, and there is no direct alternative currently available in Europe. 
Restricting access to this level of innovation risks slowing down the energy transition 
and the speed of cost reduction. In a market already facing supply chain constraints 
and elevated financing costs, limiting competition and technology choice risks a 
higher cost of energy for UK consumers and industry, and could impact the viability 
and delivery timelines of upcoming projects, including Allocation Round 7 (AR7). 
 
Ming Yang welcomes the Government’s continued openness to investment from 
China, and its wish to protect national security. These topics are Ming Yang’s 
priorities too. Ming Yang’s planned investment of up to £1.5 billion in Scotland - 
creating up to 1,500 high-quality jobs - remains one of the most substantial 
commitments of its kind in the sector. Ming Yang’s localisation strategy in Europe, 
and in Scotland in particular, strengthens supply chain resilience in the UK’s energy 
system. Ming Yang is a non-state owned or controlled company listed in Shanghai 
with a secondary listing in London. We have been engaged with the UK Government 
for over two years and, following preliminary discussions with officials, Ming Yang 
has developed a comprehensive technological and commercial solution to address 
the main national security challenge: data and cybersecurity. 
Our approach in summary is to ensure that all operational and project data is stored 
and processed exclusively within the UK, under UK jurisdiction and control, with strict 
access protocols, independent oversight, and with certified cybersecurity systems in 
place. We urge the UK Government to now formally set out any remaining national 
security concerns and obligations. 
 
We look forward to collaborating with the UK Government, and with our partners 
such as Octopus Energy, so that the renewables industry, and all supply chain 
participants, can move forward together. Horatio Evers, CEO Europe of Ming Yang, 
said: “We remain motivated to continue developing options in the UK and across 
Europe. Developers are approaching us because they want access to our 
technology – and for good reason. The electrification of industry and the path 
towards independence from fossil fuels can be achieved faster and more affordably 
with our solutions. We remain confident of the way forward and we will continue to 
engage with developers and with the UK Government. Ming Yang remains fully 
committed to its internationalisation strategy, accelerated investment and industrial 
localisation plans in the UK and wider European markets.” 
We believe Ming Yang may also write directly to the First Minister. 
Next steps: 
As per the handling strategy noted by the DFM before the Pre-election period, 
officials are proceeding with contacting the most affected stakeholders, which 
include Ming Yang, in order to fully understand the implications of the decision. 
Best, 
John  
John Primrose (he/him) | Deputy Director Exports and Inward Investment | 
Directorate for International Trade and Investment | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic 
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Quay 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, United Kingdom, G2 8LU | john.primrose@gov.scot 
| Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) | X: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
  

mailto:john.primrose@gov.scot
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DOC 2  
 
From: Secretary of State (Ed Miliband)  
Sent: 30 March 2026 09:01 
To: first.minister@gov.scot 
Subject: UK Government Decision on Ming Yang 
 
OFFICIAL 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Firstly, please let me express my deep apologies for the delay in this issuing, we had 
some technical issues late last week which resulted in this getting lost. I can only 
apologise. 
 
You will be aware that industry have sought our view on the use of Ming Yang 
turbines in British waters and in our energy system. After careful consideration, the 
UK Government's view is that we cannot support the use of them in UK offshore 
wind projects. We will always act to protect our national security, and we are 
committed to strengthening and prioritising resilient and sustainable offshore wind 
supply chains. 
 
We welcome investment from China where it's in our national interest - as 
demonstrated by significant inward investment during the Prime Minister's recent 
visit to Beijing. We will continue to take a long term and strategic approach to 
managing relations with China - cooperating where we can, while being clear-eyed to 
any risks and ensuring security and resilience. 
 
Kind regards and apologies again for the delay, 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
 

 
  

 
 

Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
DPPS & Head of Office to the Secretary of 
State 
 
www.gov.uk/desnz 
Follow us on social media: 
Twitter | LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram 

mailto:first.minister@gov.scot
http://www.gov.uk/desnz
http://twitter.com/energygovuk
http://linkedin.com/company/energygovuk
http://facebook.com/energygovuk
http://instagram.com/energygovuk


Annex A  
 

DOC 3  
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) < Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) > On Behalf Of 
First Minister 
Sent: 02 April 2026 15:09 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; John Primrose 
<John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) < Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) >; Cabinet Secretariat 
Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; Ian Muirhead <Ian.Muirhead@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Leanne Dobson <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Update: UK communications and Ming Yang news release 
 
Hi all, 
 
SpAds have confirmed a response should be drafted to Ming Yang. Grateful if policy 
could draft something factual for FM’s consideration please and for this to be cleared 
by SpAds and shared with FMPO early next week. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) < Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) > On Behalf Of 
First Minister 
Sent: 28 March 2026 19:07 
To: John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
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Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) Cabinet Secretariat Inbox 
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Helen Scott <Helen.Scott@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Update: UK communications and Ming Yang news release 
 
Hi all, 
 
For awareness, Ming Yang wrote to FM and DFM today. Please see attached. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
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DOC 4  
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) Sent: 08 April 2026 09:31 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox 
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; Mark Boyce <Mark.Boyce@gov.scot>; Gregor Irwin 
<Gregor.Irwin@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Ian Muirhead 
<Ian.Muirhead@gov.scot>; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) >; Redacted - Section 
38(1)(b) >; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) >; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Deputy 
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretariat Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Anna Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot>; 
Helen Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Election Guidance Mailbox (Cabinet 
Secretariat) <ElectionGuidance@gov.scot>; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
> 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026 
The cleared draft letter for MY, within policy parametres including Cabinet 
Secretariat advice, will be ready shortly. The others will be submitted by close 
tomorrow. 
Best 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Directorate for International Trade & Investment 
Scottish Government 
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) > On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 08 April 2026 08:16 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; John Primrose 
<John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox 
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Anna Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot>; 
Helen Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Election Guidance Mailbox (Cabinet 
Secretariat) <ElectionGuidance@gov.scot>; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Cabinet Secretariat Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; Mark Boyce 
<Mark.Boyce@gov.scot>; Gregor Irwin <Gregor.Irwin@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Ian Muirhead <Ian.Muirhead@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026 
Importance: High 
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Good morning all, 
The First Minister is grateful to Richard and the team for the contact that has been 
made. He has stated that officials will see from his comments in the Election 
campaign, he is dismayed by this decision and - in the absence of any detailed legal 
or security explanation - does not follow its logic. 
 
He would be grateful if letters expressing his dismay could be prepared for him to 
issue to Minyang, Quantum and Haventus which also indicate that should the 
election outcome be in his favour, he will want to engage fully with each partner. [A 
draft response to MY should already be in train but the other two will need to 
be picked up please. Redacted - Section 36(2)(b) 
 
Redacted - Section 36(2)(b Could I please have confirmation this has been picked up 

this morning and a final draft of any letters we plan to issue by COP tomorrow. 
Happy to discuss if needed. 
 
Many thanks, 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
  

https://scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/WhoWeAre/SitePages/first-minister.aspx
http://www.lobbying.scot/
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DOC 5  
 
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Sent: 09 April 2026 11:14 
To: First Minister  
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy ; Richard Rollison ; John 
Primrose ; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic ; 
Permanent Secretary ; Anna Kynaston ; Helen Webster ; Election Guidance Mailbox 
(Cabinet Secretariat) ; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b); DG Economy ; DG Net Zero ; 
Ragne Low ; Director of Offshore Wind ; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox ; Mark Boyce ; 
Gregor Irwin ; John Webster ; Ian Muirhead ; Redacted - Section 38(1)(b); Redacted 
- Section 38(1)(b); Redacted - Section 38(1)(b); Spads Admin ; Leanne Dobson  
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026 
 
Hi Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
 
Attached is a recommended First Minister response to the Chairman of Ming Yang 
Smart Energy Group following correspondence from Mr Zhang Chuanwei on 28 
March. The response has been composed with input from DITI and OSW, alongside 
advice from Cabinet Secretariat and SpAds. We would be grateful if you could issue 
a copy of the letter at the same time to Aman Wang, CEO Ming Yang UK, Redacted 
- Section 38(1)(b) 
 
Later today you will receive separate First Minster letters for issue to Haventus, 
Quantum and UKG (in line with the request outlined below). 
 
Best 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
erdm: First Minister response to Ming Yang Chairman - April 2026 (A56025734) 
 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Directorate for International Trade & Investment 
Scottish Government 
 
  

https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A56025734/details
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DOC 6  
 

John Swinney MSP 

First Minister of Scotland St 

Andrew's House, Regent Road 

Edinburgh EHI 3DG 

28 March 2026 

Cc: Kate Forbes MSP, Deputy First Minister 

Graham Leadbitter MP 

Dear First Minister, 

I am Zhang Chuanwei, Founder and Chairman of Ming Yang Smart Energy 

Group. I write to express, on behalf of myself and Ming Yang, our deepest 

gratitude and highest respect to you, and to reaffirm our unwavering 

commitment to a win-win partnership with Scotland. 

Following the UK Government's announcement of its decision to block Ming Yang 

from entering the UK market, Redacted - 30(b)(ii), that it undermined Scotland's 

industrial future, and describing it as a deliberate act to "destroy Scotland's 

manufacturing renaissance blueprint." Your principled stand and sense of 

responsibility for Scotland's long-term development resonate profoundly with our 

original aspiration to support Scotland's energy transition and industrial revitalisation, 

and fill us with respect and confidence in Scotland's future. 

I have always remembered that as a steadfast champion of Scotland's energy 

transition, you have consistently placed climate action, green 

reindustrialisation, and energy affordability at the core of your mission. You 

have publicly emphasised that Scotland's greatest contribution lies in its 

renewable energy potential, technical expertise, and innovative capacity, and 

that only through collaborative efforts can climate objectives be achieved. You 

have championed offshore wind development, raising Scotland's 2040 offshore 

wind target to 40GW, reshaping Scotland's economic competitiveness through 

green industries, Redacted - 30(b)(ii)  energy decision-making. These principles 

form the very foundation of the partnership between Ming Yang and Scotland.   

I am equally mindful of that memorable meeting with you: you returned early from your 

holiday specifically to meet with me for nearly two hours of in-depth discussion. Your 
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genuine support for Ming Yang's localisation of the offshore wind power industrial 

chain, port development, and localised investment, your visionary insight in building 

Scotland's green industrial system, and your deep concern for the wellbeing of the 

Scottish people moved my team and me profoundly. Based on the consensus reached 

at that meeting, we overcame numerous obstacles to rapidly complete all preparations 

for localised industrial investment—everything was ready, solely to assist Scotland in 

achieving green reindustrialisation, creating high-quality employment, and advancing 

energy affordability, in complete alignment with your vision of "ensuring the Scottish 

people truly benefit from clean energy." 

 Redacted - 30(b)(ii). This decision not only contravenes the consensus we 

reached with the Scottish Government but also runs counter to the energy 

transition, industrial revitalisation, and climate action you have championed. 

Redacted - 30(b)(ii). 

Ming Yang remains committed to restarting constructive dialogue with the UK 

Government in an open and candid manner. Ming Yang's planned offshore wind 

power manufacturing base in Scotland—locally rooted, locally serving, and locally 

contributing—has as its core objective assisting the UK in building an autonomous, 

resilient, and efficient new energy industrial system. Ming Yang UK is fundamentally 

an integral component of the UK's domestic new energy industry—it will become a 

driver for job creation, localised supply chain development, and strengthened energy 

self-sufficiency capabilities in the UK. Redacted -Section 33(1)(b). We remain 

committed to creating thousands of jobs for Scotland through industrial chain 

localisation, assisting Scotland in achieving its offshore wind development targets 

through leading technologies, promoting energy affordability, and helping households 

reduce their 

burdens. We firmly believe this is the correct path that serves the interests of 

the Scottish people and aligns with the climate action and green development 

you advocate. 

First Minister, you are the guardian of Scotland's industrial future and energy 

transition. We sincerely hope that through your influence and vision, the current 

situation can be reversed, returning our cooperation to its original purpose of delivering 

benefits for the Scottish people, advancing the energy transition, achieving industrial 

localisation, and ensuring energy affordability. Redacted - 30(b)(ii) Ming Yang 

remains steadfast in its consensus and commitments to Scotland, and stands 

ready to work alongside you to build a robust modern industrial system, letting 

green energy illuminate Scotland's future. 

I extend my deepest gratitude once again, and remain hopeful for good news. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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Zhang Chuanwei 

Founder, Chairman 

Ming Yang Smart Energy 

Group 
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DOC 7 
 
Scottish Government 
Scottish Government 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 

3DG 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn 

Èideann  EH1 3DG 

 
 



 

Mr Chuanwei Zhang 
Founder, Chairman 
Ming Yang Smart Energy Group 
By email: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
 

 

XX April 2026 
 
Dear Mr Zhang 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write to me and to the Deputy First Minister following 
the recent decision taken by the UK Government regarding Ming Yang’s proposed 
investment at Ardersier Port in Scotland.  
 
As you are aware, the UK Government communicated this decision immediately prior 

to the pre-election period ahead of the forthcoming Scottish Parliament election on 7 

May.  I wish to reassure you in the strongest possible terms of my commitment, should 

I be returned as First Minister after the election, to continue to work in partnership with 

industry to develop the critical infrastructure and vital supply chain needed to realise 

Scotland’s clean energy potential -including the importance of a strong manufacturing 

sector to Scotland’s future economic growth.  

I would also like to express my sincere appreciation for your team’s continued efforts 

to consider Scotland as the location for Ming Yang’s ambitious wind turbine 

manufacturing facility. It remains my view that such an investment would undoubtably 

bring substantial benefits to Scotland and the UK’s offshore wind sector. 

I understand that Team Scotland officials had a productive meeting with your UK CEO, 

Aman Wang, on 2 April and that officials will continue to engage through regular 

discussions. I am also aware that Ming Yang has engaged extensively with the UK 

Government on cyber security issues and that you are seeking further clarity on the 

nature of these concerns regarding national security and are committed to working 

with them to mitigate those concerns.  

I share your hope for a positive outcome, and I want to reassure you that we remain 

fully committed to work in partnership with global companies like Ming Yang to 

successfully deliver major investment projects in Scotland to maximise the economic 

impact and significant supply chain opportunities. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 09 April 2026 17:07 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026 
 
That’s greatly appreciated Redacted - Section 38(1)(b).. We will have them ready by 
the revised deadline. 
Best 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 09 April 2026 17:06 
To: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b); First Minister  
Cc: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026 
 
Hi Redacted - Section 38(1)(b).  
Fine to extend the deadline but we can not go any later than lunchtime tomorrow so 
grateful if you can ensure that the drafts are ready and sent to FMPO by then.  
 
Many thanks, 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Sent: 09 April 2026 16:55 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL CONFIDENTIAL - Update: UKG Decison on Mingyang 
- 5 April 2026 
Hi Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
 

https://scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/WhoWeAre/SitePages/Humza-Yousaf-First-Minister.aspx#first-minister-private-office
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:FirstMinister@gov.scot


Annex A  
 

We have all three additional letters close to being finalised. We are, however, still 
going through the process of advice and clearance with CS Office as well as SpAds. 
Given this and the workloads in those offices can I ask a bit of grace on this with the 
aim of getting these drafts to you mid-morning / 12pm lunchtime latest? Better that 
these are completed with accuracy and to everyone’s satisfaction rather than trying 
to rush them up tonight. 
Best 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
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From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 31 March 2026 13:00 
To: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Cc: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Ian Muirhead 
<Ian.Muirhead@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Update: UK communications and Ming Yang news release 
 
Hi Emily, 
 
Just checking if you think a response should issue to this and if you are content with 
it going from officials? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
 
  

https://scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/WhoWeAre/SitePages/first-minister.aspx
http://www.lobbying.scot/
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DOC10 
____________________________________________  
From: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) On Behalf Of First Minister  
Sent: 01 April 2026 12:46  
To: Redacted - Section 38(1)(b)  
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Subject: Scotland - China Ties  
  
 Redacted - Section 32(1)(a)[(i)/(ii)   
 
Redacted - Section 32(1)(a)[(i)/(ii)   
 
Redacted - Section 32(1)(a)[(i)/(ii)   
  
Redacted - Section 38(1)(b) Office of the First Minister  
Scottish Government  
5TH floor/St Andrews House/Regent Road  
Edinburgh EH1 3DG  
  
  
DOC 11– Letter to the Consul General from the First Minister  -  
Redacted -  Section 32(1)(a)[(i)/(ii)   
  
 
  
  

 


