
Thank you for your letter dated 5 May 2026 regarding concerns about Educators for 
Peace. 
 
As Cabinet Secretary for Education, Culture and Gaelic, I want to be clear that 
antisemitism, racism or hatred of any kind has no place in Scotland or in our 
education system. The Scottish Government is firmly committed to fostering a safe, 
inclusive environment for all, and we deeply value our ongoing engagement with 
Scotland’s Jewish communities. 
 
 In education, this engagement included a recent official level roundtable with Jewish 
representative organisations and partners. This will feed into the wider work of the 
Combatting Antisemitism and Enhancing Jewish Life working group, which is co-
chaired by Scottish Government and the Jewish Council of Scotland, and help to 
inform anti-racist policy making in relation to education.  

 
We are equally committed to promoting respectful, balanced debate and meaningful 
interfaith and intercommunity dialogue. Education should support young people to 
understand different perspectives in a way that is open, respectful and grounded in 
professional standards. Schools have an important role to play by providing a safe 
space for learners to explore, discuss and debate a range of social and political 
issues. This is guided and informed by a range of Scottish Government and 
Education Scotland-led frameworks outlining high-level expectations. For example 
the curriculum's 'responsible citizens' capacity seeks to ensure young people 
develop respect for others, a commitment to participate responsibly in political, 
economic, social and cultural life, are able to develop knowledge and understanding 
of the world and Scotland’s place in it, understand different beliefs and cultures and 
make informed choices, decisions and ethical views of complex issues. 
 
In Scotland, decisions on curriculum delivery and the use of external materials are 
for local authorities, schools and teachers, who are expected to exercise 
professional judgement and ensure appropriate balance. Where there are concerns 
about individual teachers, these should be raised with the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland, which is responsible for professional standards and conduct. 
 
Any concerns relating to extremism or potential radicalisation, individuals or 
organisations should be raised with Police Scotland. In cases of immediate risk, 
emergency services should be contacted. The Scottish Government engages 
regularly with Police Scotland in the interests of keeping communities safe and to 
ensure that communities know how to access the support that they need.  
 
I hope this clarifies the Scottish Government’s position. 
 


