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Via email: [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b)
[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b)

09 June 2025

Dear [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b)
Thank you for your email and letter of the 28 May 2025.

Your letter raises a number of points in relation to a particular set of EIS owned
education resources as well as the “A Primer for Teachers” event which took
place last week.

Firstly, and in relation to the EIS education resource “Understanding the Conflict
between Palestine and Israel”, significant efforts were made a number of years
ago to facilitate the development of a set of resources that could be agreed to
by all key stakeholders, but that did not prove possible and therefore Education
Scotland concluded that it could not endorse or share that particular set of
resources via its own channels. This remains the position of Education
Scotland. These resources are not shared on Education Scotland’s Glow
website and they are not promoted in Education Scotland-led events.

The EIS hold ownership of the resources you reference and it is a matter for
the EIS as to what is made available on their website. You may have already
written to the EIS in relation to these resources. If not, then you may wish to
consider sharing your concerns with them directly.

Secondly, your letter raised a number of further concerns in relation to a joint
Scotdec and Edinburgh University event on 3 June entitled “The Israel-Palestine
Conflict: A Primer for Teachers”. This was not an event led by or co-ordinated
by Education Scotland and we have no locus in relation to events at
Universities. Therefore, it is not within my power to prevent or stop such an
event, however you may wish to contact the organisers of the event directly with
your concerns.

You raised a further point in relation to the fact that the event was co-hosted by
Scotdec and noted that Scotdec receives funding from the Scottish
Government. On this particular aspect, you may wish to write to the Scottish
Government separately, given that the grant funding for Scotdec rests with
Scottish Government.

Education Scotland T 01312444330

Optima Building E gillian.hamilton@educationscotand.gov.scot
58 Robertson Street

Glasgow

G2 8buU

www.education.gov.scot



More broadly, | am conscious that your letter makes a number of requests for
me to take action. However, in relation to these requests, | have no role or
power to instruct the relevant parties. Education Scotland is not a regulatory
body. The Scottish curriculum is advisory in nature, rather than statutory and
education authorities are responsible for the provision of school education in
their respective areas.

Education authorities also have the legal responsibility for the conduct of
teachers as the principal employers of teachers in Scotland. In addition, teacher
professionalism, conduct and adherence to the Standards is the responsibility of
the General Teaching Council Scotland.

| appreciate that this response does not implement all of the request that you
made in your letter, however, | hope that it provides further clarity on Education
Scotland’s position in relation to the particular set of education resources that
you highlighted in your letter.

Yours sincerely

Otlan F{dV@LM

Chief Executive
Education Scotland
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Chief Executive
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28 May 2025

Email: Gillian.Hamilton@educationscotland.gov.scot

Dear Ms Hamilton

EIS resource on “Palestine and Israel — Understanding the Conflict — Levels 2/3”
and ‘The Israel-Palestine Conflict: A Primer for Teachers’ event scheduled for 3
June 2025

I am writing on behalf of UK Lawyers for Israel, which is a voluntary association of
lawyers who support Israel and seek the proper application of the law in matters relating
to Israel. Our patrons and members include some of the most distinguished members of
the legal profession in the United Kingdom.

It has come to our attention that the Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS) are attempting
to bring their biased, misleading and offensive anti-Israel resource on ‘Understanding the
Conflict between Palestine and Israel’ into classrooms by promoting it among teachers
and seeking to make it available to as many teachers as possible. This call for teachersto
use this resource, which promotes partisan political views in schools, encourages teachers
to breach legal prohibitions on indoctrination in schools, and places schools using this
resource at risk of breaching legal obligations. The use of this resource would also spread
misinformation and risk stirring up hatred towards Jews and Israelis.

It has also come to our attention that Scotdec and Edinburgh University will be hosting
an event on Tuesday 3 June titled ‘The Israel-Palestine Conflict: A Primer for Teachers’,
‘a workshop for teachers to support understanding of the history of the conflict’ led by
individuals with an anti-Israel agenda, with there being a strong risk that teachers will be
encouraged to promote partisan political anti-Israel views in schools in breach of legal
requirements.

Set out below are (i) details on EIS’s resource, (ii) background to the event on 3 June,
(ii1) relevant legal provisions and guidance, and (iv) our requests relating to these.

UK Lawyers for Israel
Aldgate Tower, 2 Leman Street, London E1W 9US
Email: info@uklfi.com Website: www.uklfi.com

Patrons: Lady Cosgrove PC CBE KC, Baroness Deech DBE KC, Lord Dyson PC,
Lord Grabiner KC, Stephen Hockman KC, Lord Howard CH PC KC,
Sir Ivan Lawrence KC, Lord Pannick KC, Professor Richard Susskind CBE FRSE KC.

UK Lawyers for Israel is the operating name of UKLFI Limited (Company no.07396781)


mailto:Gillian.Hamilton@educationscotland.gov.scot
https://blog.eis.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Teachers-Guide-LEVELS-2-3.pdf
https://blog.eis.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Teachers-Guide-LEVELS-2-3.pdf
https://www.eis.org.uk/palestine-and-israel-understanding-the-conflict/resource
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-israel-palestine-conflict-a-primer-for-teachers-tickets-1368371388659?aff=ebdssbdestsearch&_gl=1%2A3p9t18%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTI5MDkxNjY2OC4xNzQ4MTA2Mzg0%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AczE3NDgxMDYzODMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDgxMDYzODMkajAkbDAkaDAkZHl0QVZCeFV6LXB4a3hHM2RDMTFWNFd3clhsV1lRUTRxb2c
mailto:info@uklfi.com
http://www.uklfi.com/

(@)

Details on EIS’s resource and background

EIS first promoted this resource in 2021 and we understand that it may have been
available on Education Scotland’s (ES) GLOW website briefly before being removed by
GLOW.

In October 2021, The Scottish Friends of Israel Consultative Group was formed at the

request of ES to provide an assessment of this resource, and concluded that it was “an
attempt by known anti-Israel activists and promotors of the boycott of Israel to introduce
a tendentious narrative into schools [and] rather than about achieving balanced,

objective and impartial teaching material, this resource is about rewriting history —both

ancient and modern — and stirring up anti-Israel and anti-Jewish hostility in the minds of
Scottish children”.

In addition to being available on EIS’s website, this resource is available on websites
including:

WOSDEC;

Highland One World;
Quakers in Britain; and
National Education Union

The resource is misleading, unbalanced, offensive and serves a partisan agenda. Some
examples of the anti-Israel bias in it include:

1. offensive testimony allegedly from a Palestinian girl suggesting that the Israeli
soldiers ‘don’t see her as a child, just an enemy, and that they mostly shoot good
people, and everybody gets shot by them’. Further, the depiction that the
‘Palestinians have nothing and the Israelis have everything’, and suggestion that
‘Israelis think they are superior to Palestinians’, all of which is false and only
serves to demonise Israel, promote the Palestinian cause and potentially stir up
hatred towards Jews and Israelis;

1. describing the Intifadas as ‘protests’, which is offensive given that the Intifadas
refers to two periods of violence perpetrated by Palestinian terrorists against
Israelis;

1i. asserting that ‘many people have been forced to leave their home’ in reference to

the Palestinian refugees and generally promoting a misleading representation that
blames Israel for this, while deliberately omitting mention of the role of the Arabs
in creating and maintaining Palestinian refugees;

1v. omitting the facts around how the War of Independence and the Six-Day-War of
1967 began, and deliberately seeking to demonise Israel and depict it as an
expansionist occupier, which is false;

V. listing Jews as one of several groups targeted by the Nazis in the Holocaust in a
manner that deliberately diminishes the Jewish experience of the Holocaust and
obscures the fact that Jews were the primary target of the genocide perpetrated by
the Nazis;

Vi. repeated references to the ‘occupied’ Palestinian territory, presenting as fact that
certain areas are ‘unlawfully occupied’, which is disputed;
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Vil. repeatedly asserting that the Jewish settlements in the West Bank are unlawful in
international law, which is disputed;

viii.  referring to Israel’s population as being 21% ‘Palestinian’ in reference to the
Israeli Arabs making up a portion of Israel’s population, and omitting the fact that
Israeli Arabs enjoy full equal citizen rights in Israel and do not generally identify
as ‘Palestinian’;

iX. repeated references to ‘Palestine’ when discussing the Palestinian controlled areas
or the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, implying that they constitute a
State (which is disputed and not accepted by the UK government); and

X. asking pupils to draw the Palestinian flag, in a bid to reinforce the disputed claim
that ‘Palestine’ is a state, and omitting the history around the origins of the
Palestinian flag.

(ii) Scotdec and Edinburgh University’s event on 3 June

‘The Israel-Palestine Conflict: A Primer for Teachers’, scheduled for 3 June and hosted
by Scotdec and the University of Edinburgh (see A/1 of Appendix A), is being promoted
as a “workshop facilitated by [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) and led by academic experts
for teachers to support understanding of the history of the conflict”. According to the
promotional material “Core themes and issues that will be covered include key dates,
colonialism, war, dispossession, borders, settlements and the refugee question.” These
themes and issues, including, for example, ‘colonialism’, indicate the anti-Israel narrative
that will be at the heart of this event aimed at teachers.

Scotdec appears to be funded by the Scottish Government, which risks creating the
impression that the Scottish Government endorses this event and its aim to prime teachers
for discussions with school children on the Israel-Palestine conflict.

[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) is a described as a [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b)

[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b)

The presenters include [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b). Hamas and Hezbollah, who [Redacted] -
Section 38(1)(b) describes as ‘Islamist political movements’ are proscribed terrorist organisations in
the UK. [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) appears to have justified Hamas’s attack on Israel when
[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) reposted a comment on social media suggesting that Hamas are not
antisemitic and do not hate Jews, and attacked Israel because of the “OCCUPATION” (A/3).

[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) appears to have already run sessions on “supporting teachers in
addressing the Israel-Palestine conflict” and “teaching about Israel-Palestine” (A/4 and
A/S). During one of these sessions it was apparently claimed that “chants such as the
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river to the sea, are about self-determination, no suggestion in there that this requires the
removal of Israel”, and [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) was thanked by a teacher for
equipping her with “an actionable plan” for her school (A/4). Further, [Redacted] -
Section 38(1)(b) was scheduled to speak at a national demonstration (alongside Jeremy
Corbyn) organised by several organisations promoting an anti-Isracl agenda,
campaigning to, among other things, stop all arms sales to Israel (A/6). “From the river
to the sea” (that [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) workshop apparently suggested is about
self-determination) recalls paragraph 20 of the Hamas Charter of 2017 and is widely
accepted to be a call for the genocide of Israeli citizens.

[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) includes a post with a map of the middle east in 1940 and
comment “/940 Map of Palestine; It was called Palestine... It's now called
Palestine...#palestinePS #palestine #marchofreturn” (A/7) and a reel with an image of
what appears to be [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) sitting in Israel wearing a jumper
bearing the slogan “1948 Return is our Right and our will” (in reference to the
Palestinians) (A/8). [Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) has also posted a picture of herself in
Jerusalem with the comment “May our next Eid be in a free Palestine” (A/9).

(iii)  Relevant legislation and guidance

Political bias in education is addressed through a combination of law, guidance and
professional standards aimed at ensuring that teaching remains balanced, fair and non-
partisan, particularly in politically sensitive areas. In accordance with these principles, the
former Cabinet Secretary for Education and Minister for Learning advised that the
“Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that there is balanced, objective and
impartial exploration of potentially controversial issues in Scottish schools”.

The Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Act 2000

Section 2 of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Act 2000 establishes the right of
every child to education that develops their fullest potential and respects their rights,
implicitly requiring fairness and balance in teaching.

As above, EIS’s resource is biased and unbalanced, and teachers attending the event are
likely to be encouraged to promote a one-sided pro-Palestinian narrative in classrooms.

The Equality Act 2010

Schools are required under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 to meet the Public Sector
Equality Duty, meaning schools must have due regard to the need to eliminate
discrimination, harassment and other conduct prohibited under this Act, to advance
equality of opportunity, and to foster good relations between persons of different
protected characteristics (including race, religion and belief). Race includes nationality or
ethnic or national origins, such as being Israeli or of Jewish ethnic origin. Religion or
belief includes both Judaism as a religion and Zionism as a philosophical belief, i.e., the
belief that the Jewish people have a right to self-determination in their homeland, Israel.



https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2021/pe1879_h-scottish-friends-of-israel-submission-of-2-october-2021
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2021/pe1879_h-scottish-friends-of-israel-submission-of-2-october-2021
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/6/section/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/section/149

Schools will not be adhering to this duty if it allows resources like EIS’s to be utilised,
failing to take into account the adverse impact this would have on Jewish, Israeli and/or
Zionist students and the need to foster good relations between groups.

The Terrorism Act 2000

Offences under the Terrorism Act 2000 include, at section 12(1A), expressing an opinion
or belief that is supportive of a proscribed organisation, being reckless as to whether a
person to whom the expression is directed will be encouraged to support a proscribed
organisation.

Hamas, a proscribed terrorist organisation in the UK, is committed to the elimination of
the State of Israel, including over 7 million Jews living in Israel, as well as Jews
worldwide. Hamas was responsible for the 7 October 2023 massacre and atrocities against
Israel, which was the worst massacre of Jews since the Holocaust.

[Redacted] - Section 38(1)(b) portrayal of Hamas as a “political movement”, as not
antisemitic, and attempting to justify the massacre of civilians, could appear to show
support for Hamas, reckless as to whether those to whom these remarks are directed would
be encouraged to support Hamas. If so, this would be a criminal offence in contravention
of the Terrorism Act 2000.

General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) The Code of Professionalism and
Conduct

Under sections 1.4 and 1.6 of the GTCS’s Code of Professionalism and Conduct, teachers
must uphold standards of integrity and maintain awareness of the fact that teachers are
role models to learners. Teachers are tasked with helping learners understand different
views, perspectives, and experiences and develop positive relationships with others under
section 5.2. Further, the Code refers to GTCS’s role in promoting equality and diversity
and respecting and valuing difference, in line with the general duty under the Equality
Act 2010.

Therefore, the Code emphasises values and practices that support an unbiased and
balanced approach to political matters in education. EIS’s resource violate these values
and practices and those attending the event are likely to be encouraged to promote a
similar narrative in schools.

Guidance for Schools (2014 Referendum on Independence for Scotland)

Sections 12 and 13 of this Guidance for schools relating to the 2014 referendum set out
the responsibility of staff in schools to act in a politically neutral and unbiased manner,
referencing the GTCS Code’s general requirement that teachers act in a politically neutral
and unbiased manner.

GTCS Standard for Full Registration Mandatory Requirements for Registration with the
General Teaching Council for Scotland
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This Standard outlines what is required to become a teacher in Scotland. Section 1.1
requires teachers to build and foster positive relationships in the learning community
which are respectful of individuals. In addition, section 2.2.1 requires teachers to
demonstrate a depth of knowledge and understanding of biases and their impact on people
and practices and challenge these. Further, teachers are required under section 3.3.1 to
identify and source a range of appropriate literature, research and policy and engage
critically with research.

Under section 3.2.3, teachers commit to building positive, respecting relationships for
learning including committing to and demonstrating equity and inclusion to advance
equality of opportunity between learners who share a relevant protected characteristic and
those who do not and foster good relations (i.e. adherence with equalities law).

These elements collectively support the principle of political impartiality by encouraging
educators to provide balanced perspectives and avoid promoting specific political
ideologies in schools. EIS’s resource promotes a pro-Palestinian ideology in breach of
this principle. Participants at the event are likely to be encouraged to promote a one-sided
ideology in breach of this principle.

Curriculum for Excellence — Briefing 14 on Political Literacy

According to this Briefing on ES’s promotion of political literacy among students,
resources should support teachers in ensuring that contrasting perspectives are explored
so that learners can come to an informed view based on evidence and reason, while
delivering unbiased political education, and ensuring impartiality. The Briefing sets out
that political literacy matters in a society whose values are wisdom, justice, compassion
and integrity, one which demands equalities and fairness for all, and one which cherishes
the right of every citizen to make up and express her/his own mind. Political literacy
promotes equalities through positive values such as empathy and respect for others.

The fact that teachers are highly influential role models is emphasised in this Briefing and
it sets out that teachers must take particular care not to promote any particular political
view at the expense of others. Further, teachers are credited with being well versed in
ensuring a balanced approach to exploring political issues by providing a blend of
learning experiences which is demonstrably impartial.

Teachers using EIS’s resource would promote one view at the expense of another and not
deliver an unbiased and impartial education, in breach of these principles. Teachers
attending the event are also likely to be encouraged to promote a partisan agenda in breach
of these principles.

(iv)  Qur requests

As above, the use of EIS’s biased, misleading and offensive resource risks placing schools
in breach of legal obligations to remain politically impartial, and stirring up hatred
towards Jews and Israelis. Further, the event scheduled for 3 June, together with the
earlier workshops mentioned above, indicate a concerted effort by certain anti-Israel
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organisations and individuals to encourage teachers to bring partisan political views into
classrooms in breach of legal requirements. Therefore, we request that you:

1. confirm your support for the fact that EIS’s resource should not be used in
classrooms and take steps to have it removed from circulation;

1. remind EIS and any other organisations or individuals promoting this resource of
legal requirements to ensure political impartiality in schools;

1il. take all measures possible to prevent the event scheduled for 3 June from going
ahead;

v. remind Scotdec of teachers’ legal obligations on political neutrality and warn them

against any actions on their part that could undermine this, including the potential
legal implications of them hosting this meeting, and

V. consider what additional steps can be taken to prevent teachers from pursuing
political agendas in schools.

We look forward to receiving your response by 2 June 2025.
Yours sincerely

UK Lawyers for Israel
info@uklfi.com
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