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From: Elizabeth Walmsley <elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk>  
Sent: 05 March 2026 12:25 
To: [REDACTED] 
Subject: Re: 2614 Panel Report Director General, Scottish Government 

 

Tell me what's happening and I will drop a note to the Commission. Liz   

 

 

Elizabeth Walmsley 

Civil Service Commissioner  

Civil Service Commission 

G/08, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ 

Mobile [REDACTED] 

Email  elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk 

 

 

On Thu, 5 Mar 2026 at 12:04, [REDACTED] wrote: 

Sorry, replied too soon.  No, we’ve not written to the Commission but happy to do so or is it 
better coming from you? 

  

Happy to be advised. 

  

[REDACTED] 

  

      

[REDACTED] 

Resourcing Partner 

SCS Resourcing 

People Directorate 

Scottish Government  

  

Tel: [REDACTED] 
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From: Elizabeth Walmsley <elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk>  
Sent: 05 March 2026 12:01 
To: [REDACTED]; Elizabeth Walmsley <elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk> 
Subject: Fwd: 2614 Panel Report Director General, Scottish Government 

  

Dear [REDACTED]  

Please see the attached Communities panel report. I can't see any track changes on my 
view.  Let me know that this is ok for you.  

  

Has a request been sent to the Commission ? This may not be needed as Kenneth is being 
recommended for the Community role. I would like to inform the Commission.  

  

Reserve list 
Kenneth Hogg, as the other appointable candidate, is the reserve candidate for this post. 
Reserve candidates may also be proposed for appointment to other similar posts which may 
arise. Please contact the Civil Service Commission before offering any appointment from a 
reserve list, as the appointment must be within current policy, and Commission approval is 
required before you proceed. 

  

rgds Liz  

  

  

Elizabeth Walmsley 

Civil Service Commissioner  

Civil Service Commission 

G/08, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ 

Mobile [REDACTED] 

Email  elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk 

  

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Elizabeth Walmsley <elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk> 
Date: Thu, 4 Sept 2025 at 20:08 
Subject: 2614 Panel Report Director General, Scottish Government 
To: <Joe.Griffin@gov.scot>, Nicola Richards <Nicola.Richards@gov.scot> 
<Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>, <Manish.Joshi@gov.scot>, <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>, 
psperm.sec@communities.gov.uk <psperm.sec@communities.gov.uk>, Elizabeth Walmsley 
<elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk>, [REDACTED] 

  

Dear Joe and Panel members  
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I am pleased to enclose my panel report for the role of DG Communities in the Scottish 
Government.  

It has been a pleasure working with you on this competition and I hope that all will go well with 
the new appointment.  

with kind regards  

  

Liz  

  

Elizabeth Walmsley 

Civil Service Commissioner  

Civil Service Commission 

G/08, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ 

Mobile [REDACTED] 

Email  elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk 

 

**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 
Government. 

********************************************************************** 
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From: Elizabeth Walmsley <elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk>  
Sent: 05 March 2026 18:11 
To: Civil Service Commission Info Mailbox <info@csc.gov.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED];  [REDACTED] 

Subject: Re: Update Appointment of Reserve Candidate DG Communities, SG (2614) 

 

Dear [REDACTED] 

Many thanks for your prompt reply - very clear and helpful  

kind regards  

Liz  

 

Elizabeth Walmsley 

Civil Service Commissioner  

Civil Service Commission 

G/08, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ 

Mobile [REDACTED] 

Email  elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk 

 

 

On Thu, 5 Mar 2026 at 17:26, Civil Service Commission Info Mailbox <info@csc.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Liz,  

 

Thank you for your email.  

 

Regarding the managed move, there is no requirement to obtain the Commission's prior 
approval at the DG level. While other approvals, such as from the Senior Leadership 
Committee, are necessary, we understand that you are in the process of securing these. 
 
As for the appointment of the reserve candidate, our approval is only required if a reserve list is 
being used to fill a different role. Provided the list is being used for the same role, as you have 
outlined, the Commission's approval is not required. 
 
I hope this helps to answer your query. Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

 

Best wishes,  

[REDACTED] 
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Civil Service Commission  

G/08, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ 

Email: info@csc.gov.uk 

 

Our values: Independent - Respectful - Expert 

We are committed to respecting your privacy and safety in collecting and processing your 
personal data. For further information see:  

http://civilservicecommission.independent.gov.uk/privacy-and-cookies-policy/ 

https://publicappointmentscommissioner.independent.gov.uk/privacy-and-cookies-policy/ 

 
 
 

On Thu, 5 Mar 2026 at 13:05, Elizabeth Walmsley <elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear [REDACTED] and team  

 

I wasn't sure if these moves required Commission approval but wanted to inform you in any 
case.  

I don't think our approval is needed for the managed move.   

Do we need to formally approve the appointment of the reserve candidate?  

I am supportive of the changes proposed.    

 

Grateful for your advice or confirmation. 

 

Rgds Liz  

 

Background  

The panel failed to appoint In the recent competition for DG Corporate, Scottish Gov (2710). The 
Perm Sec Scot Gov has therefore proposed to move the current DG Communities (Miriam 
Craven) into this role and backfill the DG Communities role by appointing Kenneth Hogg who 
was first reserve candidate in this competition (2614).  

  

The Perm Sec has written to SLC and the Cabinet Secretary requesting approval for a managed 
move for Miriam Craven into the DG Corporate role as no appointable candidates were 
identified in the competition.  

mailto:info@csc.gov.uk
http://civilservicecommission.independent.gov.uk/privacy-and-cookies-policy/
https://publicappointmentscommissioner.independent.gov.uk/privacy-and-cookies-policy/
mailto:elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk


 

He has also asked for the reserve list in the DG Communities campaign to be used to allow 
Kenneth Hogg to take up the DG Communities role. 

  

I understand that SLC didn’t have any objections and final approval from the Cabinet Secretary 
is awaited. 

 

Elizabeth Walmsley 

Civil Service Commissioner  

Civil Service Commission 

G/08, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ 

Mobile [REDACTED] 

Email  elizabeth.walmsley@csc.gov.uk 
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From: Anna Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Permanent Secretary 
Sent: 10 March 2026 19:28 
To: Cabinet Secretary Mailbox <cabinet.secretary@cabinetoffice.gov.uk>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rob Malpass <Robert.Malpass@gov.scot>; slcsecretariat@cabinetoffice.gov.uk; Anna 
Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter from the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government - Cabinet 
Secretary - Managed Move to Director General Corporate - 4 March 2026 

 

Evening [REDACTED] 

 

Many thanks for this email and all the support at your end to expediate review. 

 

Have a lovely evening. 

 

Anna 

 

 

Anna Kynaston 

PPS Permanent Secretary 

[REDACTED] 

 

Responsibility for filing key documents and communications on the record, including 
those sent to and received from the Permanent Secretary, rests with relevant policy and 
operational areas within Directorates. The Permanent Secretary Team does not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 

 

From: [REDACTED] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary Mailbox 
Sent: 10 March 2026 18:45 
To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rob Malpass <Robert.Malpass@gov.scot>; slcsecretariat@cabinetoffice.gov.uk; Anna 
Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Letter from the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government - Cabinet 
Secretary - Managed Move to Director General Corporate - 4 March 2026 

 

Hi all, 
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The Cabinet Secretary has reviewed this request and has approved the following: 

1. The managed move of Miriam Craven into the DG Corporate Role 

2. the appointment from the reserve list of Kenneth Hogg to DG Communities 

 

Kind regards, 
[REDACTED] 

 

 

 

Office of the Cabinet Secretary 

Cabinet Office | 70 Whitehall | London SW1A 2AS 

 

 

On Thu, 5 Mar 2026 at 12:31, <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> wrote: 

Good afternoon, [REDACTED] 

  

My apologies that you had to come back to us for this, we have obtained the clean version and 
now attached.  

  

Kindest regards 

  

[REDACTED] 

  

[REDACTED] 

Senior Private Secretary | Office of the Permanent Secretary  

1N.07 | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |[REDACTED] Teams Email  

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of 
the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  

 

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Permanent Secretary mailbox to any other official on 
behalf of the Permanent Secretary relating to a decision, request or comment made by the 
Permanent Secretary, or a note of meeting attended by the Permanent Secretary, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  The Permanent Secretary Private Office do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments. 
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From: [REDACTED] Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary Mailbox 
Sent: 05 March 2026 09:51 
To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rob Malpass <Robert.Malpass@gov.scot>; slcsecretariat@cabinetoffice.gov.uk; Anna 
Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Letter from the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government - Cabinet 
Secretary - Managed Move to Director General Corporate - 4 March 2026 

  

Is it possible to get a copy of the commissioners report without the tracked changes, please? 
Just one tracked change is in there  

  

Thanks, 
[REDACTED] 

 

 

 

Office of the Cabinet Secretary 

Cabinet Office | 70 Whitehall | London SW1A 2AS 

  

  

On Thu, 5 Mar 2026 at 09:42, <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> wrote: 

Hi [REDACTED] 

  

Thank you very much, this is really helpful.  We would also like to confirm that we have received 
the SLC approval. 

  

Kind regards 

  

[REDACTED] 

  

[REDACTED] 

Senior Private Secretary | Office of the Permanent Secretary  

1N.07 | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |[REDACTED] Teams Email  

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of 
the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  
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All e-mails and attachments sent by the Permanent Secretary mailbox to any other official on 
behalf of the Permanent Secretary relating to a decision, request or comment made by the 
Permanent Secretary, or a note of meeting attended by the Permanent Secretary, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  The Permanent Secretary Private Office do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments. 

  

From: [REDACTED] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary Mailbox 
Sent: 05 March 2026 09:33 
To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED]; Rob Malpass <Robert.Malpass@gov.scot>; 
slcsecretariat@cabinetoffice.gov.uk; [REDACTED]; Anna Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Letter from the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government - Cabinet 
Secretary - Managed Move to Director General Corporate - 4 March 2026 

  

Hi Anna, 

  

Sorry we weren't aware that you were asking for a response that quickly. Cab Sec is in PM 
meeting all morning so I can't confirm that a readout is possible by this afternoon in time for you 
to announce.  

  

Will do what we can. 

  

[REDACTED] 

  

  

 

 

 

Office of the Cabinet Secretary 

Cabinet Office | 70 Whitehall | London SW1A 2AS 

  

  

On Wed, 4 Mar 2026 at 17:35, <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> wrote: 

Afternoon all,  

  

I realise we only sent this email earlier today, so I apologise in advance for following up so soon.  
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We were quite keen to make an announcement tomorrow afternoon, so if there was any way in 
which the Cabinet Secretary was able to consider, we would be really appreciative.  

  

Best wishes  

[REDACTED]  

  

[REDACTED] 

Head of Permanent Secretary office  

1N.07 | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [REDACTED] 

  

 

  

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Permanent Secretary mailbox to any other official on 
behalf of the Permanent Secretary relating to a decision, request or comment made by the 
Permanent Secretary, or a note of meeting attended by the Permanent Secretary, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  The Permanent Secretary Private Office do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments. 

  

From: [REDACTED] On Behalf Of Permanent Secretary 
Sent: 04 March 2026 11:34 
To: Cabinet Secretary Mailbox <cabinet.secretary@cabinetoffice.gov.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED]; Rob Malpass <Robert.Malpass@gov.scot>; 
slcsecretariat@cabinetoffice.gov.uk; [REDACTED]; Anna Kynaston <Anna.Kynaston@gov.scot> 
Subject: Letter from the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government - Cabinet Secretary - 
Managed Move to Director General Corporate - 4 March 2026 

  

To Cabinet Secretary, 

  

Please find a letter from the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government, Joe Griffin on the 
appointment of DGs. This is specifically requesting the approval for the proposed appointments 
of Miriam Craven, Director General Communities to the role of Director General Corporate and 
the use of reserve list for Director General Communities in Autumn 2025 to appoint Kenneth 
Hogg into the role of DG Communities. 

  

Liz Wormsley from the Commission is content with this suggested approach, however, we are 
yet to hear formally back from the SLC to the note we sent on 27 February. Given we are fast 
approaching the pre-election period here, we are keen to reach a conclusion and make any 
announcements. 
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Very happy to discuss 

  

Anna 

Email: PermanentSecretary@gov.scot 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

Responsibility for filing key documents and communications on the record, including 
those sent to and received from the Permanent Secretary, rests with relevant policy and 
operational areas within Directorates. The Permanent Secretary Team does not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

  

  

**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 
Government. 

********************************************************************** 

  

  

**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 
Government. 

********************************************************************** 

  

 

**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
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Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 
Government. 

********************************************************************** 
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