
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]Sent: 26 June 2025 11:56 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@btinternet.com>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gmail.com' [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gmail.com> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Education (Scotland) Bill - home education review 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
I am contacting stakeholders with the below note for information. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Copy to  
  
Directors of Education  
COSLA 
ADES 
HM Inspector of Education 
Scottish Home Education Forum/Home Education Scotland 
Unite for Education 
Education Scotland 
Scottish Council of Independent Schools 
 
 
Good morning, 
 
I am writing to inform you that yesterday Parliament passed the Education (Scotland) 
Bill, following extended debate of amendments lodged at Stage 3 including proposed 
amendments by MSP Ross Greer in relation to home education.  
 
The Official Report of the Stage 3 Debate can be accessed here 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-
was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-24-06-2025 
 
Although Ross Greer’s amendments were not moved, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills, Jenny Gilruth MSP, committed to “commence a review of the 
current home education arrangements before the end of the current session of 
Parliament, so that we can be assured that the arrangements for home education 
provide sufficient support.” Additionally, Cabinet Secretary indicated that she will ask 
HM Inspector of Education and relevant partners to be part of the work.  
 
This review follows the publication earlier this year of the updated Home education 
guidance, which benefitted from extended consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders.  
 
Scottish Government looks forward to engaging widely with you and other relevant 
stakeholders on the review, we are now in the process of defining the scope and 
timescale and will write to you again when we have more information to share.  
 



 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 26 June 2025 11:57 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@uniteforeducation.uk> 
Cc: Home Education <homeeducation@gov.scot> 
Subject: Education (Scotland) Bill - home education review 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)],  
 
I am contacting stakeholders with the below note for information. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
Copy to  
  
Directors of Education  
COSLA 
ADES 
HM Inspector of Education 
Scottish Home Education Forum/Home Education Scotland 
Unite for Education 
Education Scotland 
Scottish Council of Independent Schools 
 
 
Good morning, 
 
I am writing to inform you that yesterday Parliament passed the Education (Scotland) 
Bill, following extended debate of amendments lodged at Stage 3 including proposed 
amendments by MSP Ross Greer in relation to home education.  
 
The Official Report of the Stage 3 Debate can be accessed here 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-
was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-24-06-2025 
 
Although Ross Greer’s amendments were not moved, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills, Jenny Gilruth MSP, committed to “commence a review of the 
current home education arrangements before the end of the current session of 
Parliament, so that we can be assured that the arrangements for home education 
provide sufficient support.” Additionally, Cabinet Secretary indicated that she will ask 
HM Inspector of Education and relevant partners to be part of the work.  
 
This review follows the publication earlier this year of the updated Home education 
guidance, which benefitted from extended consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders.  
 
Scottish Government looks forward to engaging widely with you and other relevant 
stakeholders on the review, we are now in the process of defining the scope and 
timescale and will write to you again when we have more information to share.  
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Hot issues 
 

- Education (Scotland) Bill 2025. In response to Ross Greer’s amendment 221 
on a report by the Chief Inspector on arrangements for home education (HE) 
Cabinet Secretary committed to commencing a review of home education 
arrangements before the end of the parliamentary term. Officials will seek a 
discussion with Spads shortly.  

- National Public Protection Leaders Group (NPPLG). Relevant Ministers 
(CSES unable to attend) attended the NPPLG in April 2025, where the case 
study of HE was discussed as an area where authorities consider there may 
be insufficient levers to ensure the wellbeing of children and young people. 
Chief Social Worker and [redacted S.38(1)(b)] ([redacted S.38(1)(b)]) to meet 
on 2 July 2025 to discuss further. 

 
 
Current SG position 
 

- Updated HE) guidance was published by Ministers in January 2025, bringing 
the guidance (made by ministers under section 14 of Standards in Scotland 
Schools Act 2000) into line with UNCRC incorporation, GDPR and policy 
developments since 2007.  

- CSES requested briefing on the UK Government’s Children’s Wellbeing and 
Schools Bill, which will require LAs in England and Wales to hold an accurate 
register of education provision for children not attending a registered school. It 
will also require the LA to consent where a child with ASN is removed for HE, 
and require LAs to consider the education environment when assessing th 
suitability of education. [redacted S.29(1)(a)].  
 

Parliamentary interest 
 

- Recent Parliamentary questions have been from Miles Briggs, Martin 
Whitfield, and Pam Duncan-Glancy and relate in the main to the scale of HE 
in Scotland and the responsibilities of local authorities in relation to HE.  

 
Background 
 

- Section 30 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 (“the 1980 Act”) provides for 
parents to educate their child “by other means”, which includes HE.  

- Where a child is on the role of a local authority school, the parent must seek 
the consent of the local authority in order to withdraw the child and home 
educate. Where a child is at an independent school, is moving between 
primary and secondary or has never been on a role in that area; the 1980 Act 
does not require parents to seek consent to withdraw. The updated guidance 
makes clear the expectation that parents will proactively contact their LA even 
where they do not require consent to withdraw for HE.  

- As DFM, Mr Swinney committed in 2019 to reviewing the HE guidance. This 
work was delayed due to COVID, however consultation and engagement with 
stakeholders took place over several years and in 2023 Ms Gilruth provided 
Ministerial steer that the guidance should be strengthened to underline the 
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voice of the child. At that time CSES did not wish to pursue legislative change 
to go beyond the current framework in the 1980 Act.  

 
Stakeholders and engagement 
 

- Local authorities  - have duties to ensure that a suitable and efficient 
education is being provided to a child in receipt of home education. Updated 
guidance supports LAs to undertake this through an annual conversation with 
the parent, to include the child if the child wishes. Some LAs report that they 
do not have the necessary tools to ensure that they can gather the voice of 
the child, and that in effect some children can remain ‘unseen’.  

- Independent schools -  local authorities are not required to consent to 
withdrawal for home education where a child is on an independent school roll. 
Scottish Council of Independent Schools (SCIS) note that not all LA areas 
include independent schools in their child protection committees, [redacted 
S.30(b)(i)] 

- Interim Chief Inspector – [redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
- Home education stakeholders – SG has contact with Scottish Home 

Education Forum/Home Education (SHEF/HES) Scotland who are the main 
representative group in Scotland. SHEF/HES have provided robust and full 
responses to consultations and produce research based on community 
experience of interactions with LAs. SHEF/HES favour a parent-led approach 
to HE that underlines the role of the parent as the judge of a child’s best 
interests. There are some overlaps between concerns raised by their 
community and the No2NamedPerson campaign relating to the Children and 
Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. 

 



 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 26 June 2025 11:53 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Education(Scotland) Bill - home education review 
 
Good morning Directors of Education, 
 
I am contacting stakeholders with the below note for information. 
 
Many thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]Learning Directorate 
 
 
Copy to  
  
Directors of Education  
COSLA 
ADES 
HM Inspector of Education 
Scottish Home Education Forum/Home Education Scotland 
Unite for Education 
Education Scotland 
Scottish Council of Independent Schools 
 
 
Good morning, 
 
I am writing to inform you that yesterday Parliament passed the Education (Scotland) 
Bill, following extended debate of amendments lodged at Stage 3 including proposed 
amendments by MSP Ross Greer in relation to home education.  
 
The Official Report of the Stage 3 Debate can be accessed here 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-
was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-24-06-2025 
 
Although Ross Greer’s amendments were not moved, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills, Jenny Gilruth MSP, committed to “commence a review of the 
current home education arrangements before the end of the current session of 
Parliament, so that we can be assured that the arrangements for home education 
provide sufficient support.” Additionally, Cabinet Secretary indicated that she will ask 
HM Inspector of Education and relevant partners to be part of the work.  
 
This review follows the publication earlier this year of the updated Home education 
guidance, which benefitted from extended consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders.  
 



Scottish Government looks forward to engaging widely with you and other relevant 
stakeholders on the review, we are now in the process of defining the scope and 
timescale and will write to you again when we have more information to share.  
 



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 July 2025 11:26 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: CHI numbers - operation  
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
I am emailing from Learning Directorate, and lead on home education policy. I 
contacted colleagues in NCS to signpost on CHI numbers and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]pointed me in your direction. I hope you can help with my queries but 
please let me know if these matters sit elsewhere. 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills announced a review of the arrangements 
for home education on 24 June, to commence before the end of the parliamentary 
term. I am preparing advice regarding matters which may be within scope of the 
review, and would like to understand some more about the operation of CHI 
numbers in Scotland.  
 
Would it be possible to meet with you to learn about 

- How CHI numbers are used by the NHS and how this number interacts (if at 
all) with other services; 

- Existing systems to ensure appropriate balance of data protection with cross-
referencing when necessary; 

- Any understanding of whether there are individuals without a CHI number and 
related matters.  

 
I am on leave from today until w/c 21 July so let me know if there are suitable dates 
later in the summer period.  
 
With thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]| Schools Funding, Independent and Home Education | Learning 
Directorate | 
 



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@renfrewshire.gov.uk>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 07:46 
To: Iona Colvin <iona.colvin@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: NPPLG action on home education - Summary of 2 July meeting 
 
Hi all - please find attached a short report back for the NPPLG meeting on 23rd July 
- thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)], it is all your work.  I will arrange for it to be forwarded 
to [redacted S.38(1)(b)] for inclusion in the NPPLG papers - thanks all. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
  
[Duplicate] 
 



 

Template for NPPLG Sub Group Chairs/Sponsors reporting to NPPLG Meetings  

This template is designed to assist NPPLG sub group chairs and sponsors in providing comprehensive 
updates on the work being undertaken within their respective sub groups. The purpose of this 
document is to ensure that all relevant information is captured and communicated effectively during 
NPPLG meetings. Please use the sections provided to detail the progress, challenges, and any other 
pertinent issues related to your sub group's activities. This will help facilitate informed discussions and 
decision-making during the meetings. 

 

Name of Sub Group: Homeschooling follow-up action from 29th April 2025 

Attendees: Iona Colvin, [redacted S.38(1)(b)], [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], [redacted S.38(1)(b)], [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
(all Scottish Government), [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (CPCS)  

Meeting Dates (held / 
planned): 

2nd July 2025 

 

Update regarding Workplan 
Actions 

Please provide a summary of 
the actions taken since the last 
meeting, including any progress 
made, challenges faced, and 
next steps 

The meeting recognised the longstanding issue of the invisibility 
of some home educated children as a result of there being no 
requirement to seek consent to home educate a child who has 
never been registered at a school; who is transitioning eg. from 
nursery to primary, from primary to secondary, or out of an 
independent school; who is leaving a local authority school in 
one area and moving to another local authority. In these 
situations parents do not need to tell anyone that they are not 
sending their child to school. [redacted S.30(b)(i)]. Whilst home 
educated children are not at increased risk of harm compared to 
children who are educated in schools, the concern is that for 
those that are at risk, the system doesn’t know they exist. The 
updated home education guidance does not address these 
gaps. 

 

Discussion covered the following points: 

 

There was agreement that the issue was taken as far as it could 
be in the Home Education guidance, to go further would need 
Ministers to agree to legislative change. The UK Government Bill 
is very limited with regards to consent. [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] are in regular contact with DfE. 

 

The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills made a 
commitment on 24th June in Parliament at Stage 3 of the 
Education (Scotland) Bill to a review of home education. This will 



 

commence prior to the end of the Parliamentary term -
see  Meeting of the Parliament: 24/06/2025 | Scottish Parliament 
Website. [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and [redacted S.38(1)(b)] would 
welcome input and will keep colleagues cited. 

 

It was noted that a proportionate response is important, with no 
desire to overcomplicate or over-regulate. 

 

The number of children being home educated is increasing, 
possibly due to Covid or in response to increased neurodiversity 
in children – the reasons for the increase merits further 
attention. 

 

The critical importance of bringing health in to close the 
information loopholes was emphasised, and in particular the 
need for data sharing/linkage between health and schools to 
help know where the children are/that they exist. It was noted 
that everyone has a CHI number (unless health was not involved 
in their birth).  

Summary of Upcoming Work 

 

 

• [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and [redacted S.38(1)(b)] are 
setting out options for the home education review. They 
will keep colleagues cited and input is welcome. 

 

• Health needs to be brought into the discussion, any 
contacts to be shared with [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]. 

 

• [redacted S.38(1)(b)] suggested setting out the options 
for addressing the issue and what would be required for 
each of them. 

 

• An update to be provided to the NPPLG July meeting 
 

Any other issues / 
considerations: 

 

Matters to be escalated to 
NPPLG 

Use 3MB template below. 

 

 



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 July 2025 12:21 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] < [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Home Education - National Public Protection Leadership Group update 
 
Hi, 
 
The National Public Protection Leadership Group met last Wednesday and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] provided them with an update on the meeting we had on the 2nd July 
(note of that meeting attached). I’ve pasted below an extract from the draft NPPLG 
meeting note: 
 
Homeschooling: 
 
Update provided on homeschooling: 

• Scottish Government to review home education policy. 
• NPPLG acknowledged its role in raising the issue. 
• Noted that in some local areas it has prompted deeper dives with regard to 

the importance of education in our public protection system.  
• Links made to missing persons and data sharing. 
• To remain on 3MB tracker for NPPLG to maintain oversight and support SG 

colleagues. 
 
Action 13: Newsletter to include updates and encourage local reflection (Secretariat). 
 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], [redacted S.38(1)(b)], are there any updates you can share 
with [redacted S.38(1)(b)], [redacted S.38(1)(b)] and I about the work on options for 
the review? 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], Public Protection Unit, Office of the Chief Social Work 
Adviser, Scottish Government 



 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 21 August 2025 10:32 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Iona Colvin <Iona.Colvin@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: For comment: Home education review - draft submission to CSES - policy 
comments due 29 August. 
 
Good morning, 
 
I’m emailing to seek your comments on a draft submission to Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills regarding a forthcoming review of the arrangements for home 
education.  
 

 Scoping advice - home education review - DRAFT June 2025.docx 
 
As you may be aware, on 24 June CSES committed in the chamber to commence a 
review of the arrangements for home education before the end of this parliamentary 
session. We have spoken with SpAds and they have agreed the approach for this 
submission, which seeks to provide CSES with the current landscape for home 
education, notes where this differs from the proposed changes for England and 
Wales under the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill and where there may be 
gaps; and sets out options for the scope and format of the review of home education 
arrangements.  
 
This follows the publication of the updated home education guidance, published 
January 2025, (Home education guidance - gov.scot), and extended consultation 
with stakeholders. 
 
We would welcome your comments on the submission and relevant issues for CSES 
to note at this stage, if possible by COP Friday 29th August. Please note this is in 
parallel with [redacted S.38(1)(b)]considering the submission. 
 
I have flagged specific sections for OCSWA, a comment on CHI numbers for 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], and colleagues from Ed Reform and IAW will want to ensure 
that we have represented their interests properly.  
 
Please let me know if the deadline will present an issue, and do forward this on to 
relevant colleagues I may have omitted; or if it would be helpful to chat through the 
ask. 
 
Kind wishes, [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 



[redacted S.38(1)(b)]| Schools Funding, Independent and Home Education | Learning 
Directorate | 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
To note: I am sending this email at a time which is convenient  to me, and I do not expect a reply outside normal 
working hours.   
 
 



_____________________________________________ 
From: Orlando Mason <Orlando.Mason@gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 13:30 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
Thanks, I’d suggest tomorrow once bill has (presumably) passed. 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: V@gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 13:29 
To: Orlando Mason <Orlando.Mason@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
I think it would be good to go out earlier rather than later, that is before recess. I am 
equally happy about today or tomorrow. 
 
We have had initial feedback (to my email last week) from SHEF/HE Sive saved in 
erdm and shared links below. We have also been contacted by a separate HE group 
who have followed up since the debate last night and are seeking details of the next 
committee consideration of this matter. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
'2025.05.24 - Home education - Re_ Education (Scotland) Bill - Stage 3 amendments - 
response to email - MN SHEF/HES' - https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A53266628/details 
'2025.06.25 - Home education - Re_ Education (Scotland) Bill - Stage 3 amendments - 
response AP SHEF/HES' - https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A53266646/details 
_____________________________________________ 
From: Orlando Mason <Orlando.Mason@gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 13:25 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
Thanks, all, 
 
When would you expect this to go out? 



 
Orlando 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 13:19 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] gov.scot>; Orlando Mason 
<Orlando.Mason@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  for your amends. I’m happy to take your suggestions 
for the closing paragraph and point forward to writing again when we have more 
details. 
 
On the stakeholder lists, I do have some direct contacts in a small number of LAs 
and would be happy to include them if you think its OK that this will not be a contact 
for each of the LAs. As you say we’ll need to ask Cosla and ADES to distribute.  
 
I have spoken (during the consultation) with CPC Scotland, and as they responded 
to the consultation I contacted them to notify of the publication. However, I am 
content to remove at this point if it would make more sense to reach out later in the 
process.  
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 13:11 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; Orlando Mason 
<Orlando.Mason@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)]. 
 
I was going to speak with you about resourcing to deliver this new ask – but see this 
is in hand. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 13:09 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; Orlando Mason <Orlando.Mason@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot[redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 



Subject: RE: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
Hi – some suggestions.  
 
I think that this could go tomorrow once the Bill is finalised, now that the 
amendments have not been agreed and the Bill has not changed. However, I’m also 
aware that we cannot at this point share any further information about what kind of 
review this is, what the scope is etc, which I would expect we will be asked quite 
quickly once this issues. I think we therefore need to offer to write again on this and 
have suggested some text at the end.  
 
I would also ask ADES and COSLA to disseminate to their networks too at this point 
as it’s just an initial for info.  
 
@Orlando Mason – OK with that approach? Do you think we need to speak to 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  first? 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] can you put in an hour for us to discuss how to take this 
forward next week? The end of the parliament will fast approach and we have quite a 
lot of scoping to do. I’m also very mindful that with current resource we will not be 
able to fully support such a review, Orlando and I started to discuss this yesterday.  
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 June 2025 12:33 
To[redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: Orlando Mason <Orlando.Mason@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: Home education - Education (Scotland) Bill - review announcement circular to 
stakeholders - DRAFT for comment 
 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  (Orlando for awareness) 
 
I have drafted an email to stakeholders to notify them of Ms Gilruth’s commitment 
yesterday. Happy to amend the text. I have suggested that we email the same text to 
each, but send the emails separately. Please amend to suit. 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
DRAFT EMAIL 
 
Copy to  

Directors of Education,  
COSLA 
ADES [[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  – also your previous LA contacts from the 
guidance review?] 
HM Inspector of Education,  



Scottish Home Education Forum/Home Education Scotland,  
Unite for Education 
Education Scotland 
Child Protection Scotland Committees [[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  – are these 
regular contacts of yours?] 
Scottish Council of Independent Schools 
 

Good afternoon, 
 
I am writing to inform you that yesterday Parliament debated the Education 
(Scotland) Bill at Stage 3, including proposed amendments by MSP Ross Greer in 
relation to home education. The Official Report of the Stage 3 Debate can be 
accessed here https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-
report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-24-06-2025 
 
Although these amendments were not moved, the Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills, Jenny Gilruth MSP, committed to “commence a review of the current 
home education arrangements before the end of the current session of Parliament, 
so that we can be assured that the arrangements for home education provide 
sufficient support.” Additionally, Cabinet Secretary indicated that she will ask HM 
Inspector of Education and relevant partners to be part of the work.  
 
This review follows the publication earlier this year of the updated Home education 
guidance, which benefitted from extended consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders. Scottish Government looks forward to engaging widely with you and 
other relevant stakeholders on the review, we are now in the process of defining the 
scope and timescale and will write to you again when we have more information to 
share.  
 
ENDS 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Schools Funding, Independent and Home Education | Learning 
Directorate | 
Working pattern Tuesday – Thursday 
 
To note: I am sending this email at a time which is convenient  to me, and I do not expect a reply outside normal 
working hours.   
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