From: inform lanning.nature.scot

To: Scottish Forestry Conservancy, South Scotland
Subject: Duchrae - EIA SOR consultation
Date: 10 June 2025 09:37:06

Duchrae Woodland Creation - Screening Opinion Request

Our ref: CPP180250
Your ref: 25FGS8439

0 I

Thank you for consulting us on the above titled application.

The proposed scheme is within connectivity distance of Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes Special Protection Area
(SPA), classified for its wintering populations of Greenland white fronted geese and greylag geese.

The site’s status means that the requirements of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 as
amended (the “Habitats Regulations”) or, for reserved matters the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010 as amended apply. Consequently, if the proposal is submitted as a full application, it will need to
undergo Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA).

NatureScot does not hold any data specific to the location of the planting proposal but, based on our
understanding of bird movements associated with Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes SPA, we do not anticipate any
likely significant effect.

For consideration of effects on protected species and habitats, please refer to our guidance documents, which can
be found here.

The advice in this letter is provided by NatureScot, the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage.

Yours sincerely

NatureScot
Operations Officer

NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage
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South Scotland Conservancy

APPRAISAL OF A FORESTRY PROPOSAL IN RELATION TO REGULATION 48 OF THE
CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITATS, &C.) REGULATIONS AS AMENDED.

Name of European site(s) potentially affected by the application and current designation status:
| Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes SPA |

Name of component SSSI if relevant:

European qualifying interest(s) and whether priority or non-priority:

Greenland white-fronted goose, non-breeding (priority)

Greylag goose, non-breeding (priority)

Conservation objectives for qualifying interests:

To avoid deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying species (listed below) or significant disturbance to the
qualifying species, thus ensuring that the integrity of the site is maintained; and

To ensure for the qualifying species that the following are maintained in the long term:
Population of the species as a viable component of the site

Distribution of the species within site

Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species

Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the species

No significant disturbance of the species

Details of the forestry proposal:
Name: Duchrae phase 2

Location: St Johns Town of Dalry - NX651841

Applicant: I (Euroforest Silviculture)
Reference: 25FGS84539 / WCP-260

Description of proposal: Afforestation project total 307.07 ha.

The woodland creation proposal at Duchrae comprises of one primarily commercial block of woodland totaling
307.07 ha. The proposed woodland creation consists of 249.71 ha of planting and designed open ground along

WP’ 4 | Scottish Government
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with an additional 57.2 ha of other land will be left open. The species composition will comprise of 41% Sitka
spruce, 6.8% other conifer species (Norway spruce, Douglas fir and Scots pine) and 25.1% native broadleaves.

Operations (inc. timing): Cultivation and planting.

The majority of the site will be prepared by continuous mounding. Where restrictions apply the site will be
cultivated via excavator or by manual means. Mechanical vegetation control will be undertaken in areas of marshy
grassland and bracken to facilitate subsequent cultivation works. Some areas of the site prescribed for productive
conifer planting have areas of impeded drainage, so it is anticipated that some drainage, albeit limited, will be
required in wetter areas. The majority of the site will be protected with a new deer and rabbit proof fence with
native broadleaves and Scots pine being individually protected with vole guards. Some planting of native
broadleaf will be taking place outside the deer fence, these species will be protected with 1.2 metres tree shelters.
Native species will be planted with tree stock secured from local provenance. All trees will be maintained in a
substantially weed free condition until they are established — this will be achieved by the applications of systemic
and residual herbicide and by hand weeding as necessary. Areas of planting of high sensitivity, such as riparian
areas and private water supply catchments will be maintained by hand weeding.

1. Is the proposal directly connected with or necessary to site management for nature
conservation?

Give a YES or NO conclusion in terms of whether the plan or project is considered directly connected with or
necessary to site management for nature conservation.

No, the proposal is not considered directly connected with or necessary to site management for nature
conservation.

2. Is the proposal (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects) likely to
have a significant effect on the site?

The SPA is circa 8 km south west of the proposal. The geese population will travel up to 20 km from the SPA to
forage. The proposal has the potential to impact on the following conservation objectives: distribution and extent of
habitats supporting the species, and structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the
species.

The proposal would result in a loss of 307.07 ha of suitable foraging ground for the geese population within the
SPA. The total area the population will forage within 125,664 ha. Approximately 50% of this area is forested
(62,832). The proposal would result in a loss of 0.48% of the suitable foraging ground for the geese. The proposal
would result in a remainder of ¢.62,524.93 ha of suitable foraging ground for the geese population.

A comprehensive ornithological survey was produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023 for the
afforestation project. No geese were identified within the site, however there was 1 territory confirmed within the
500 m survey buffer of the proposal area.

The applicant undertook engagement with NatureScot regarding the potential impact of the proposal on the SPA.
NatureScot was also consulted during formal consultation. It was confirmed that the proposal is not anticipated to
have any likely significant effect on the qualifying features of the SPA.

| do not consider that Duchrae 2 would have likely significant effects on any European site, either alone or in
combination with other projects/ plans. No further appraisal required.
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3. Can it be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the
site?

3.1 Reasoned appraisal against the conservation objectives of the site:

| Not required.

3.2 Conclusion:

In light of the appraisal, the proposal would not adversely affect the integrity of the qualifying features of the site.
This conclusion is arrived at as the proposal would result in a loss of 0.48% of the suitable foraging ground for the
geese within the 20 km foraging radius of the SPA.

4. Conditions required (if applicable):

| None required.

Signed
Woodland officer: ] Date: 31/10/25

Senior Ops Manager / Conservator: Date: 10'" November 2025
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From: SOUTHERN_SCOTLAND_ADMIN

Sent: Fri, 15 Mar 2024 13:20:21 +0000
Subject: RE: Scoping for NWC at Duchrae Farm

Thank you for your consultation dated 14 March 2024.

We are satisfied that there will not be any detrimental impacts on the range of national or international
designations for which NatureScot carries responsibility such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest,
Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and National Scenic Areas.

Our approach to forestry consultations is set out in the Scottish Forestry and Statutory Consultees Joint
Working Agreement. In general, NatureScot focuses on guidance, standing advice and early
engagement. Input to individual proposals is usually restricted to those that could significantly affect
protected areas such as those listed above.

We have no further comments to make in respect of this proposal.

Area Officer

Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 2:24 PM
To: South <South@nature.scot>

Subject: Scoping for NWC at Duchrae Farm

To whom it may concern,

We are pursuing a new woodland creation scheme at Duchrae Farm, located approx. 2km north-east of St
John’s Town of Dalry by Lochinvar. We are seeking input and engagement from stakeholders at this early
stage.

Please find attached a map delineating the property and scheme boundary.

Yours faithfully,

BSc. (Hons) For

Silviculture —



www.silviculture.co.uk

Local Office Details: https://www.silviculture.co.uk/about/offices/n-england-and-scottish-borders,

Pryor & Rickett Silviculture is the trading name of Pryor and Rickett Silviculture Ltd, registered in
England and Wales No 3499298 at Skiddaw House, Carlisle Airport, Carlisle, CA6 4NW.

DISCLAIMER

This email is intended solely for its addressee. The contents are confidential and may be legally
privileged. Any unauthorised access, disclosure, use or copying is strictly prohibited and may be
unlawful.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom
they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager or the sender.
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming emails from and to NatureScot may be monitored.

Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois diomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a- mhain.
Mas e gun d’ thuair sibh am post-dealain seo le mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach- sgriobhaidh.
Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s docha gun t¢id suil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’ dol a-
mach bho NadarAlba.



http://www.silviculture.co.uk/
https://www.silviculture.co.uk/about/offices/n-england-and-scottish-borders/

£

South Scotland Conservancy

_ 55/57 Moffat Road
Dumfries, DG1 1NP

Tel: 0300 067 6500

southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot

Conservator: |IIIIIIEEE

Duchrae Estate Ltd
Estate Office
Courance
Lockerbie
Dumfriesshire
DG11 1TP

Our Reference: 20FGS52883

18 May 2022

Dear Madam/Sir

The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017

I refer to your application Duchrae at St John’s Town of Dalry which contains proposals for 140.52
hectares of afforestation.

We are required to provide a Screening Opinion under the above Regulations as to whether the work
you are proposing is an EIA project and will require EIA consent.

I can confirm that the work you propose will not require EIA consent.

This Opinion is based on the Operational Plan and associated supporting documents which were submitted
as part of the Forestry Grant Scheme application outlined above. From this it can be concluded that this
proposal will have no significant negative impact on the following and therefore does not require consent:

Population

The proposal will be accesses via the C51S which is classed as ‘Severely Restricted’ Agreement between
agent, Scottish Forestry, D&G Road department and D&G Timber Transport Group, that no timber
harvesting will take place until a timber transport management plan is agreed and in place. This will include
any minor hard engineering. No significant negative impact identified.

Biodiversity

The submission included Phase 1 Habitat survey and breeding bird survey. The survey concluded that the
proposal will not have a significant negative impact on ground nesting bird species. The woodland design
has incorporated the recommendations of the ecologist in protecting priority habitats with the use of
designated open ground, complying with UKFS Forest and Biodiversity. No significant negative impact
identified.

Land

SGRIPD assessed the impact of land use change and concluded that the land proposed has potential for
woodland creation and the loss of agriculture will have no significant negative impact on either the local or
national level.

Soils

Areas of deep peat have been identified and excluded from the planting scheme. Ground cultivation
continuous mounder and hand screefing in the more sensitive areas which is suitable. Compliance with
UKFS Forests and Soil requirements will provide suitable mitigation and no significant negative impacts
have been identified.


mailto:southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot

Water
Water courses are identified and buffered. Riparian habitats are identified and design improves connectivity.
Compliance with UKFS Forests and Water requirements will mitigate risk and no further mitigation required.

Material Assets
Scottish water mains runs through the site and its route will be identified and a buffer of at least 5m will be
left to protect the pipe. No significant impacts identified

Cultural Heritage

Areas of cultural heritage have been identified and appropriate buffers have been incorporated into the
planting design to protect the features. Compliance with UKFS Forests and Historic Environment
requirements will provide suitable mitigation with no additional mitigation required. No significant impacts
identified.

Landscape

The proposal sits next to the C51 which comprise of the main viewpoints. The design has utilised open
ground and native woodland planting along with a block of other conifers along the roadside to enabling the
scheme to fit well within the local landscape. No significant negative impact identified.

It is deemed that the impact of this proposal will not have a significant impact on the environmentand
therefore the reasoned conclusion is that EIA consent is not required.

This decision is valid for only Choose an item. years from the date of this letter and shall cease to have
effect beyond 17 May 2027 . If you propose to carry out any of the work in your application after17
May 2027 please inform us immediately. We will screen the proposals again to decide whether your
proposals require EIA consent under these Regulations.

Please note that if you intend to apply for grant funding for this work, you must wait until you getan
approved contract from us before you start any of the work.

Yours sincerely

Conservator

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for ¥ 4 | Scottish Government

forestry policy, support and regulation > ‘ Rioghaltas na h-Alba
fy pOTICY, Supp gu i ™ | gov.scot
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