
From: informed@planning.nature.scot
To: Scottish Forestry Conservancy, South Scotland

Subject: Duchrae - EIA SOR consultation
Date: 10 June 2025 09:37:06

Duchrae Woodland Creation - Screening Opinion Request

Our ref: CPP180250
Your ref: 25FGS8439

FAO 

Thank you for consulting us on the above titled application.

The proposed scheme is within connectivity distance of Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes Special Protection Area
(SPA), classified for its wintering populations of Greenland white fronted geese and greylag geese.

The site’s status means that the requirements of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 as
amended (the “Habitats Regulations”) or, for reserved matters the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010 as amended apply. Consequently, if the proposal is submitted as a full application, it will need to
undergo Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA).

NatureScot does not hold any data specific to the location of the planting proposal but, based on our
understanding of bird movements associated with Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes SPA, we do not anticipate any
likely significant effect.

For consideration of effects on protected species and habitats, please refer to our guidance documents, which can
be found here.

The advice in this letter is provided by NatureScot, the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage.

Yours sincerely

NatureScot
Operations Officer

 NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage 
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Type of Issue Issue Description DD Items Type Sub Type DD required by SF Contacted 
by

Stakeholder  Other Address Date 
Contacted

Findings (Applicant's Response) Standard of work Satisfactory Review (SF Comments) Agreed Mitigation Date 
Responded

Date 
Raised

Date 
Closed

Material Assets An overhead powerline is within the site Site Assessment Other Survey Other There is a High Voltage OHPL running to the eastern boundary of the planting proposal. This needs to be mapped with a suitable buffer identified. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has identified the route of the High Voltage OHPL on the Constraints Map and Design Map, with mitigation included in the Operational Plan. Yes The applicant has identified the route of the High Voltage OHPL 
on the Constraints Map and Design Map, with mitigation 
included in the Operational Plan.

There is a 11 KV high voltage overhead powerline running the length of the eastern boundary of the planting proposal. It is mapped on the Constraints Map, and evidenced to be retained in open ground within the Design Map. The planting design takes account of the overhead 
powerline with a 15 m wayleave applied either side (30 m total). Deer fencing is to be erected to the interior of the buffer. All works will be carried out in accordance with FISA 804: Electricity At Work – Forestry.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 26-Nov-24

Population & Human Health Entered in error. Stakeholder Engagement Community Council - Entered in error. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 Two community consultation events were undertaken and attended by SF staff at St John’s Town of Dalry Community Hall (19/03/24 and 24/09/24). The applicant has consulted properties adjacent to the 
proposal along the C51s. The applicant has undertaken a site visit with a representative from St John’s Community Council.

Yes Two community consultation events were undertaken and 
attended by SF staff at St John’s Town of Dalry Community 
Hall (19/03/24 and 24/09/24). The applicant has consulted 
properties adjacent to the proposal along the C51s. The 

Entered in error. 05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 28-Nov-24

Material Assets Future haulage on the C51S (Severely Restricted Route) Stakeholder Engagement Local Planning Authority Roads dept. D&G Roads Department to be consulted on the proposal in order to identify mitigation relating to the C51S. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has spoken to D&G Roads regarding the use of the C51s. Yes The applicant has spoken to D&G Roads regarding the use of 
the C51s.

The proposal is adjacent to the C51S which is a Severely Restricted Route, a narrow single track road with some passing places. The applicant has undertaken engagement with Dumfries and Galloway Council Roads Department. The road was upgraded 5 years ago to facilitate an 
adjacent afforestation scheme via the installation of passing places. Dumfries and Galloway Council Roads Department recognise that the road is still considered Severely Restricted due to the width and geometry of the road, alongside it passing through a farm at the southern section. 
It has been agreed that at the harvesting stage, haulage should be limited to 6 loads per day in the summer, reduced to 3 or 4 loads in the winter.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 26-Nov-24

Water Minor tributaries within the site that collect into the Trolane and Lochinbar burns Site Assessment Water Survey Other A number of naturalised watercourses are present on site. The site should be surveyed to assess the presence of existing agricultural land drains and connectivity with naturalised watercourses.  A Design Map and Operational Plan is required. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has surveyed the site for watercourses and existing field drains, with these features mapped using LIDAR. A Design Map and Operational Plan has been supplied detailing mitigative measures. Yes The applicant has surveyed the site for watercourses and 
existing field drains, with these features mapped using LIDAR. A 
Design Map and Operational Plan has been supplied detailing 
mitigative measures.

Due to the upland location, a number minor tributaries collect in the proposal area. These tributaries feed west into the Trolane burn, and east into the Lochinvar burn. All minor tributaries are less than 1 m in width. The watercourses have been identified within the Design Map and 
Constraints Map, with some information included in the Operations Plan. 
 
There are substantial areas of native riparian woodland proposed for the majority of the minor tributaries throughout the site. This will help to support climate resilience, an issue identified in the Dalry Local Place Plan (2025).The riparian woodland and cultivation methods achieve 
compliance distances within the UK Forestry Standard 5th Edition. The planting has been designed to achieve habitat connectivity between the native woodland. Some of the watercourses have been retained in open ground due to other sensitivities. 
 
There are extensive areas of bracken that will be controlled in order to establish the proposal. A bracken control statement has been included in the Appendix. Bracken control will be undertaken using a roller throughout most of the site. Where areas of bracken are within 10 m of 
watercourses, control will be undertaken manually. Control methods have been identifi ed on the Bracken Control Map. 
 
All ground preparation and drainage will comply with the Forestry Commission guidelines ‘Cultivation of Soils for Forestry’ (Bulletin 119) and with the ‘Cultivation guidance for upland productive woodland creation sites’, and UK Forestry Standard 5th edition. The inclusion of open 
ground and native riparian planting at the establishment phase will reduce the risk of dissolved organic carbons reaching watercourses at the time of harvesting, an issue raised in the Dalry Local Place Plan (2025). 

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 27-Nov-24

Population & Human Health Recreational access provisioning within the site Stakeholder Engagement Other - Stakeholder - None required - system forces us to select 'stakeholder engagement' or 'site assessment' for issues raised. Applicant: - 31-Oct-25 Applicant incorporated access provisioning into application. Yes Satisfactory. The proposal area has historically been used for public access. Public access is believed to be generally low as the site has historically been used for livestock grazing. There is an existing rocked over track that transects the site east to west. The proposal will be deer fenced due to the 
palatable species that are integrated throughout. However, self-closing pedestrian access gates will be installed to ensure public access is retained. The locations are identified on the Access Map. The gates will provide access provisioning from the C51S to the Ardoch Glen woodland to 
the west of the proposal, and onto the Core Path (6000).These will help to support public access in the local area, an issue identified in the Dalry Local Place Plan (2025).

31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25

Material Assets Scottish Water Assets and Customer Connection pipes present within the site Stakeholder Engagement Utilities Scottish Water Scottish Water to be consulted to identify the accurate location and appropriate buffer from planting for the pipe. Design Map is required. Applicant: - 31-Jan-25 Applicant has identified Scottish Water assets within the proposal area. Yes There are a number of Scottish Water assets to the eastern 
edge of the proposal, running north and south from the Water 
Treatment Works. The assets include Loch Invar Mains Pipe, a 
Customer Connection Pipe, 63mm Supply Pipe, Scottish 
Water Raw Pipe, and Strategic Trunk Water Main (see 
Constraints Map). The pipes are all situated within areas of 
Other Land / Open Ground. Confirmation of the pipe routes 
and associated buffers has been provided via email exchange 
with Scottish Water. 

There are a number of Scottish Water assets and customer connection pipes to the eastern edge of the proposal, running north and south from the water treatment works. The applicant has undertaken engagement with representatives from Scottish Water to obtain pipe routes of 
Scottish Water assets on the ground.  
 
These include the Half Mark House customer connection pipe connecting to the strategic trunk water mains pipe which is to be retained in larger areas of open ground, the strategic trunk water mains pipe that has a 12 m buffer of open ground either side, and the 63 mm supply pipe 
which is to be retained in larger areas of open ground as it is adjacent to the roadside. It has been agreed that natural regeneration of trees into pipe routes and buffers will be monitored and removed. Scottish Water were consulted during formal consultation and confirmed 
satisfaction with the pipe routes and buffers for their assets.  
 
The applicant engaged with the property owner for Loch Invar Lodge. There was no evidence of the route for the customer connection pipe to Loch Invar Lodge. It is assumed that it runs adjacent to roadside and connects to the 63 mm supply pipe, and is also to be retained in larger 
areas of open ground as it is adjacent to the roadside.  
 
The pipes have been identifi ed on the Constraints Map and evidenced to be retained in open ground on the Design Map. 

- 06-Feb-24 31-Jan-25

Material Assets Scottish Water Assets and Customer Connection pipes present within the site Stakeholder Engagement Utilities Scottish Water Scottish Water to be consulted to identify the accurate location and appropriate buffer from planting for the pipe. Design Map is required. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has supplied a number of documents regarding Scottish Water assets relating to the planting proposal however there is some confusion and contradiction within these documents. Yes The applicant has supplied a number of documents regarding 
Scottish Water assets relating to the planting proposal however 
there is some confusion and contradiction within these 
documents.

There are a number of Scottish Water assets and customer connection pipes to the eastern edge of the proposal, running north and south from the water treatment works. The applicant has undertaken engagement with representatives from Scottish Water to obtain pipe routes of 
Scottish Water assets on the ground.  
 
These include the Half Mark House customer connection pipe connecting to the strategic trunk water mains pipe which is to be retained in larger areas of open ground, the strategic trunk water mains pipe that has a 12 m buffer of open ground either side, and the 63 mm supply pipe 
which is to be retained in larger areas of open ground as it is adjacent to the roadside. It has been agreed that natural regeneration of trees into pipe routes and buffers will be monitored and removed. Scottish Water were consulted during formal consultation and confirmed 
satisfaction with the pipe routes and buffers for their assets.  
 
The applicant engaged with the property owner for Loch Invar Lodge. There was no evidence of the route for the customer connection pipe to Loch Invar Lodge. It is assumed that it runs adjacent to roadside and connects to the 63 mm supply pipe, and is also to be retained in larger 
areas of open ground as it is adjacent to the roadside.  
 
The pipes have been identifi ed on the Constraints Map and evidenced to be retained in open ground on the Design Map. 

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 31-Jan-25

Cultural Heritage The proposal has the potential to affect recorded archaeological features Stakeholder Engagement Local Planning Authority Archaeology service D&G Archaeologist to be consulted by applicant to sign off Archaeology report. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has spoken to D&G Archaeologist Andrew Nicholson regarding the proposal with no issues raised. Yes The applicant has spoken to D&G Archaeologist Andrew 
Nicholson regarding the proposal with no issues raised.

The applicant has provided an externally commissioned Archaeological Survey produced by Clyde Archaeology in October 2023. In total, 45 features of cultural interest were identifi ed in the report.  Of these, 9 features did not require any mitigation.  
 
There was one Listed Category B feature identified – Half Mark Bridge Over Lochinvar Burn. This is of regional significance / value. This feature has been buffered by 20 m of open ground. There were 6 features that included cultivation remains alongside banks, enclosures, a sheep 
shelter and a farmstead. These 6 remains will include a phase of basic recording prior to planting. The standing features will be retained in a buffer of 5 m of open ground. The remaining 29 features have been retained with a buffer of 5 m of open ground.  
 
All features requiring protection have been captured on the Constraints Map supplied by the applicant and appropriately buffered with open ground on the Design Map. 
 
The applicant undertook engagement with Dumfries and Galloway Council Archaeologist. They agreed with the protection buffers incorporated into the design. It has been agreed that if any further features are identified on site during operations, works will stop and they will be 
contacted to identify any protection required.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 26-Nov-24

Cultural Heritage The proposal has the potential to affect recorded archaeological features Site Assessment Historic Environment Survey Comprehensive prospective archaeological survey An Archaeological survey was provided by applicant with recommended mitigation and buffers. A Design Map and Operational Plan is required. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has provided an externally commissioned Archaeological Survey produced by Clyde Archaeology in October 2023. Yes The applicant has provided an externally commissioned 
Archaeological Survey produced by Clyde Archaeology in 
October 2023.

The applicant has provided an externally commissioned Archaeological Survey produced by Clyde Archaeology in October 2023. In total, 45 features of cultural interest were identifi ed in the report.  Of these, 9 features did not require any mitigation.  
 
There was one Listed Category B feature identified – Half Mark Bridge Over Lochinvar Burn. This is of regional significance / value. This feature has been buffered by 20 m of open ground. There were 6 features that included cultivation remains alongside banks, enclosures, a sheep 
shelter and a farmstead. These 6 remains will include a phase of basic recording prior to planting. The standing features will be retained in a buffer of 5 m of open ground. The remaining 29 features have been retained with a buffer of 5 m of open ground.  
 
All features requiring protection have been captured on the Constraints Map supplied by the applicant and appropriately buffered with open ground on the Design Map. 
 
The applicant undertook engagement with Dumfries and Galloway Council Archaeologist. They agreed with the protection buffers incorporated into the design. It has been agreed that if any further features are identified on site during operations, works will stop and they will be 
contacted to identify any protection required.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 26-Nov-24

Biodiversity The proposal has the potential to disturb ground nesting birds Site Assessment Bird Survey Moorland breeding birds Bird survey provided with applicant agreed to restrictions. Applicant: - 31-Oct-25 Applicant agreed to mitigation regarding ground nesting birds within the Operations Plan and Bracken Control Statement. Yes Satisfactory. A comprehensive ornithological survey has been produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023. The proposal area supports a number of ground-nesting birds. Works associated with cultivation and bracken control have the potential to disturb ground nesting species. It has 
been agreed that all works will take place between 15 August to 1 March. This cannot be avoided for the bracken control method, which involves rolling the bracken to suppress the live vegetation. Prior to bracken control operations, pre-works nest checks will be carried out on site and 
where nests are located, appropriate disturbance buffers will be applied as outlined in Goodship et al (2022).

31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25

Biodiversity The proposal has the potential to impact on the loss of habitat for the bird assemblage Stakeholder Engagement RSPB - Once the survey requirements are fulfilled, the RSPB should be consulted to capture any further information relating to ornithology on site. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has contacted the Scottish Study Raptor Group to provide any additional data regarding raptor nesting sites but has not received a response. Yes The applicant has contacted the Scottish Study Raptor Group 
to provide any additional data regarding raptor nesting sites 
but has not received a response.

A comprehensive ornithological survey has been produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023. The survey was undertaken over five site visits between April to July 2023. The survey methodology involved undertaking a Constant Search Method identified in Brown and 
Shepherd (1993), including two dawn surveys for Black grouse.  
 
In total, 55 bird species were recorded on or commuting across the site and within the 500 m survey buffer. 31 of the species fall under a conservation designation. Within the proposal area, the conservation significance of the species identified included 11 Red listed species and 17 
Amber listed species. 188 breeding territories were confirmed within the site. The greatest number of territories per species were passerines Meadow pipit (Amber listed, 72 territories) and Skylark (Red listed, 68 territories). Two wader species were confirmed to have breeding territories 
within the proposal. These included Amber listed Oystercatcher – 1 territory, and Amber listed Common snipe – 2 territories. No Black grouse were identifi ed in the proposal.  
 
The assemblage of passerines present is considered a typical assemblage for upland areas. The wader population is considered to be of low abundance. Whilst high densities of Red listed Skylarks were identified in the proposal, they have relative abundance in the surrounding area. It is 
also anticipated that the 76.98 ha of native broadleaf woodland will support the some of the passerine assemblage as a result of habitat and foraging provisioning. The sensitivity of the bird assemblage is considered low and the magnitude of the impact from the afforestation project 
is considered likely to be low. 
 
A cumulative assessment for ornithology was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in their Ecological Impact Assessment in September 2025. The methodology involved collating the ornithological data for Duchrae 1 and Duchrae 2, assessing population densities against the 
quantitative data available within the National Heritage Zone 19 set, and offering a qualitative comment on the signifi cance of the impact of the cumulative afforestation on the species of greatest conservation signifi cance. 
 
The cumulative afforestation area was assessed to constitute a territory for one pair of Red kites. Territories provide foraging opportunities. The cumulative area will result in a loss of 426.54 ha of foraging ground for this pair of Red kite. Red kite territories can extend up to 36 km2 
(3600 ha), the proposal would reduce this to 3173.46. The reduction represents 11.84% of the Red kite pair’s territory. 
 
Of the breeding wader species, only Oystercatcher and Snipe were identified between both sites. In the cumulative area, the population density of Oystercatcher represents 0.02% of the regional population, and 0.004% of the national population. Likewise, the population density of 
Snipe represents 0.2% of the regional population, and 0.004% of the national population for this species.  
 
Of the Red and Amber listed breeding passerine species that are open ground specialists, Skylark, Winchat, Meadow pipit, and Reed bunting were present across both sites. The cumulative projects would result in displacement of these species to surrounding open ground. The 
cumulative impact of the afforestation projects is likely to be of localised signifi cance. 
 
Within the cumulative area, the sensitivity of the bird assemblage is considered to be low and the magnitude of the impact from the afforestation projects is considered to be minor.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 27-Nov-24

Biodiversity The proposal has the potential to impact on the loss of habitat for the bird assemblage Site Assessment Bird Survey Moorland breeding birds A Breeding Birds Survey needs to be undertaken for the section identified 'Carbon Area' in the East, using the same methodology as the survey provided for the West Side. Ecologist is required to make a determination of the impact of proposal and any recommendations / mitigation. An Operational Plan is required to identify 
mitigation.

Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has provided a Breeding Birds Survey produced by Gavia Environmental on 08/09/2023 and an Ecological Impact Assessment of the woodland creation proposal on the bird assemblage produced 
on 31/10/2024.

Yes The applicant has provided a Breeding Birds Survey produced 
by Gavia Environmental on 08/09/2023 and an Ecological 
Impact Assessment of the woodland creation proposal on the 
bird assemblage produced on 31/10/2024.

A comprehensive ornithological survey has been produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023. The survey was undertaken over five site visits between April to July 2023. The survey methodology involved undertaking a Constant Search Method identified in Brown and 
Shepherd (1993), including two dawn surveys for Black grouse.  
 
In total, 55 bird species were recorded on or commuting across the site and within the 500 m survey buffer. 31 of the species fall under a conservation designation. Within the proposal area, the conservation significance of the species identified included 11 Red listed species and 17 
Amber listed species. 188 breeding territories were confirmed within the site. The greatest number of territories per species were passerines Meadow pipit (Amber listed, 72 territories) and Skylark (Red listed, 68 territories). Two wader species were confirmed to have breeding territories 
within the proposal. These included Amber listed Oystercatcher – 1 territory, and Amber listed Common snipe – 2 territories. No Black grouse were identifi ed in the proposal.  
 
The assemblage of passerines present is considered a typical assemblage for upland areas. The wader population is considered to be of low abundance. Whilst high densities of Red listed Skylarks were identified in the proposal, they have relative abundance in the surrounding area. It is 
also anticipated that the 76.98 ha of native broadleaf woodland will support the some of the passerine assemblage as a result of habitat and foraging provisioning. The sensitivity of the bird assemblage is considered low and the magnitude of the impact from the afforestation project 
is considered likely to be low. 
 
A cumulative assessment for ornithology was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in their Ecological Impact Assessment in September 2025. The methodology involved collating the ornithological data for Duchrae 1 and Duchrae 2, assessing population densities against the 
quantitative data available within the National Heritage Zone 19 set, and offering a qualitative comment on the signifi cance of the impact of the cumulative afforestation on the species of greatest conservation signifi cance. 
 
The cumulative afforestation area was assessed to constitute a territory for one pair of Red kites. Territories provide foraging opportunities. The cumulative area will result in a loss of 426.54 ha of foraging ground for this pair of Red kite. Red kite territories can extend up to 36 km2 
(3600 ha), the proposal would reduce this to 3173.46. The reduction represents 11.84% of the Red kite pair’s territory. 
 
Of the breeding wader species, only Oystercatcher and Snipe were identified between both sites. In the cumulative area, the population density of Oystercatcher represents 0.02% of the regional population, and 0.004% of the national population. Likewise, the population density of 
Snipe represents 0.2% of the regional population, and 0.004% of the national population for this species.  
 
Of the Red and Amber listed breeding passerine species that are open ground specialists, Skylark, Winchat, Meadow pipit, and Reed bunting were present across both sites. The cumulative projects would result in displacement of these species to surrounding open ground. The 
cumulative impact of the afforestation projects is likely to be of localised signifi cance. 
 
Within the cumulative area, the sensitivity of the bird assemblage is considered to be low and the magnitude of the impact from the afforestation projects is considered to be minor.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 27-Nov-24

Population & Human Health The proposal has the potential to impact two private water supplies Stakeholder Engagement Neighbours - Neighbouring residents around the planting proposal to be notified with information around Private Water Supplies sought. Applicant: - 31-Jan-25 Applicant has spoken to neighbouring properties regarding PWS. Yes Applicant has spoken to neighbouring properties regarding 
PWS.

There are two private water supplies within the proposal area. 
 
Loch Invar Lodge property is a holiday let managed for letting by Czernin-Kinsky. The property is connected to the mains water. The property also has a private water supply which is within the proposal area. It is believed to be supplied by a catchment pond. Near the pond are two 
ground level viewing hatches for settlement tanks. The water is then fed via a pipe to the property to the north east. The route of the pipe is unconfirmed but assumed based on site topography. The applicant engaged with the letting agent and undertook a site visit with them to discuss 
the proposal. It has been agreed by the applicant and the letting agent that any damage to infrastructure will be covered by the proposal’s landowner. The private water supply is referenced on the deeds to the property. A 90 m buffer around the private water supply location is 
identifi ed on the deed, requiring that no tree planting be undertaken within this buffer zone.  
 
An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to include the 90 m buffer zone. Operations excluded from the buffer zones have been identified as per ‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025). A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the 
private water supply infrastructure and buffer zones. During formal consultation, Scottish Forestry provided Czernin-Kinsky with a copy of the Operational Risk Assessment who confi rmed satisfaction with the approach to manage operational risk (06/08/2025). 
 
There is an off-grid dwelling to the south west of the proposal area. The residents source water from a man made settlement pond outside the proposal area. The pond is fed by a series of minor tributaries that collect in the south western section of the proposal area, before the water 
continues into the Trolane burn. All infrastructure associated with the private water supply is outwith the proposal area.  
 
A private water supply survey was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in March 2025. Hydrologists mapped the surface water catchment on ground. They obtained estimates of water usage from the private water supply end-users. They undertook measurements upstream of the 
private water supply catchment pond to identify flow rates. LowFlows2 software was used to determine the lowest flow rates per month for the defi ned catchment area, and assessed against the estimates of usage provided by the end users.  
 
An assessment of the impact of the planting proposal on the reduction in water quantity following review of Nisbet (2005). It was determined that, ‘in a worst-case scenario, the total flow would fall from 2,709,504 litres per week during the summer to 1,354,752 litres per week. As the 
needs of the end users has been estimated at ~4,000 litres per week during the summer, despite the reduction in water flow, in a worst-case scenario, there would still be enough water to satisfy their needs in the periods of lowest flow by a significant margin (greater than 300 times)'. 
It is therefore not anticipated that the planting proposal would have a signifi cant effect on the reduction in water quantity for the end-users. 
 
An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to protect the surface water catchment from operations that pose risk to negative impacts on water quantity or water quality. Operations excluded from the buffer zones and surface water catchment have been identified as per 
‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025) and the mitigation embedded within the private water supply survey. A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the private water supply infrastructure, catchment, and buffer zones. 
 
SEPA were consulted by Scottish Forestry and were content with the proposal and approach to manage operational risk. 
 

- 06-Feb-24 11-Apr-25

Population & Human Health The proposal has the potential to impact two private water supplies Stakeholder Engagement Neighbours - Neighbouring residents around the planting proposal to be notified with information around Private Water Supplies sought. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has spoken to neighbouring residents and identified any active PWS. Yes The applicant has spoken to neighbouring residents and 
identified any active PWS.

There are two private water supplies within the proposal area.

Loch Invar Lodge property is a holiday let managed for letting by Czernin-Kinsky. The property is connected to the mains water. The property also has a private water supply which is within the proposal area. It is believed to be supplied by a catchment pond. Near the pond are two 
ground level viewing hatches for settlement tanks. The water is then fed via a pipe to the property to the north east. The route of the pipe is unconfirmed but assumed based on site topography. The applicant engaged with the letting agent and undertook a site visit with them to discuss 
the proposal. It has been agreed by the applicant and the letting agent that any damage to infrastructure will be covered by the proposal’s landowner. The private water supply is referenced on the deeds to the property. A 90 m buffer around the private water supply location is 
identified on the deed, requiring that no tree planting be undertaken within this buffer zone. 

An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to include the 90 m buffer zone. Operations excluded from the buffer zones have been identified as per ‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025). A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the 
private water supply infrastructure and buffer zones. During formal consultation, Scottish Forestry provided Czernin-Kinsky with a copy of the Operational Risk Assessment who confirmed satisfaction with the approach to manage operational risk (06/08/2025).

There is an off-grid dwelling to the south west of the proposal area. The residents source water from a man made settlement pond outside the proposal area. The pond is fed by a series of minor tributaries that collect in the south western section of the proposal area, before the water 
continues into the Trolane burn. All infrastructure associated with the private water supply is outwith the proposal area. 

A private water supply survey was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in March 2025. Hydrologists mapped the surface water catchment on ground. They obtained estimates of water usage from the private water supply end-users. They undertook measurements upstream of the 
private water supply catchment pond to identify flow rates. LowFlows2 software was used to determine the lowest flow rates per month for the defined catchment area, and assessed against the estimates of usage provided by the end users. 

An assessment of the impact of the planting proposal on the reduction in water quantity following review of Nisbet (2005). It was determined that, ‘in a worst-case scenario, the total flow would fall from 2,709,504 litres per week during the summer to 1,354,752 litres per week. As the 
needs of the end users has been estimated at ~4,000 litres per week during the summer, despite the reduction in water flow, in a worst-case scenario, there would still be enough water to satisfy their needs in the periods of lowest flow by a significant margin (greater than 300 times)'. 
It is therefore not anticipated that the planting proposal would have a significant effect on the reduction in water quantity for the end-users.

An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to protect the surface water catchment from operations that pose risk to negative impacts on water quantity or water quality. Operations excluded from the buffer zones and surface water catchment have been identified as per 
‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025) and the mitigation embedded within the private water supply survey. A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the private water supply infrastructure, catchment, and buffer zones.

SEPA were consulted by Scottish Forestry and were content with the proposal and approach to manage operational risk.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 11-Apr-25

Population & Human Health The proposal has the potential to impact two private water supplies Site Assessment Water Survey Drinkwater supplies Private Water Supplies to be identified and mapped if abstraction point or infrastructure is within the planting boundary + 50m buffer. Applicant: - 31-Jan-25 Applicant has identified two PWS applicable to the site. Yes Applicant has identified two PWS applicable to the site, has 
provided a hydrological survey, Risk Assessments, and mapped 
both supplies. 

There are two private water supplies within the proposal area. 
 
Loch Invar Lodge property is a holiday let managed for letting by Czernin-Kinsky. The property is connected to the mains water. The property also has a private water supply which is within the proposal area. It is believed to be supplied by a catchment pond. Near the pond are two 
ground level viewing hatches for settlement tanks. The water is then fed via a pipe to the property to the north east. The route of the pipe is unconfirmed but assumed based on site topography. The applicant engaged with the letting agent and undertook a site visit with them to discuss 
the proposal. It has been agreed by the applicant and the letting agent that any damage to infrastructure will be covered by the proposal’s landowner. The private water supply is referenced on the deeds to the property. A 90 m buffer around the private water supply location is 
identifi ed on the deed, requiring that no tree planting be undertaken within this buffer zone.  
 
An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to include the 90 m buffer zone. Operations excluded from the buffer zones have been identified as per ‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025). A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the 
private water supply infrastructure and buffer zones. During formal consultation, Scottish Forestry provided Czernin-Kinsky with a copy of the Operational Risk Assessment who confi rmed satisfaction with the approach to manage operational risk (06/08/2025). 
 
There is an off-grid dwelling to the south west of the proposal area. The residents source water from a man made settlement pond outside the proposal area. The pond is fed by a series of minor tributaries that collect in the south western section of the proposal area, before the water 
continues into the Trolane burn. All infrastructure associated with the private water supply is outwith the proposal area.  
 
A private water supply survey was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in March 2025. Hydrologists mapped the surface water catchment on ground. They obtained estimates of water usage from the private water supply end-users. They undertook measurements upstream of the 
private water supply catchment pond to identify flow rates. LowFlows2 software was used to determine the lowest flow rates per month for the defi ned catchment area, and assessed against the estimates of usage provided by the end users.  
 
An assessment of the impact of the planting proposal on the reduction in water quantity following review of Nisbet (2005). It was determined that, ‘in a worst-case scenario, the total flow would fall from 2,709,504 litres per week during the summer to 1,354,752 litres per week. As the 
needs of the end users has been estimated at ~4,000 litres per week during the summer, despite the reduction in water flow, in a worst-case scenario, there would still be enough water to satisfy their needs in the periods of lowest flow by a significant margin (greater than 300 times)'. 
It is therefore not anticipated that the planting proposal would have a signifi cant effect on the reduction in water quantity for the end-users. 
 
An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to protect the surface water catchment from operations that pose risk to negative impacts on water quantity or water quality. Operations excluded from the buffer zones and surface water catchment have been identified as per 
‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025) and the mitigation embedded within the private water supply survey. A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the private water supply infrastructure, catchment, and buffer zones. 
 
SEPA were consulted by Scottish Forestry and were content with the proposal and approach to manage operational risk. 
 

- 06-Feb-24 11-Apr-25

Population & Human Health The proposal has the potential to impact two private water supplies Site Assessment Water Survey Drinkwater supplies Private Water Supplies to be identified and mapped if abstraction point or infrastructure is within the planting boundary + 50m buffer. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has identified locations of PWS and infrastructure but further amendments are needed to the design. Yes The applicant has identified locations of PWS and 
infrastructure but further amendments are needed to the 
design.

There are two private water supplies within the proposal area. 
 
Loch Invar Lodge property is a holiday let managed for letting by Czernin-Kinsky. The property is connected to the mains water. The property also has a private water supply which is within the proposal area. It is believed to be supplied by a catchment pond. Near the pond are two 
ground level viewing hatches for settlement tanks. The water is then fed via a pipe to the property to the north east. The route of the pipe is unconfirmed but assumed based on site topography. The applicant engaged with the letting agent and undertook a site visit with them to discuss 
the proposal. It has been agreed by the applicant and the letting agent that any damage to infrastructure will be covered by the proposal’s landowner. The private water supply is referenced on the deeds to the property. A 90 m buffer around the private water supply location is 
identifi ed on the deed, requiring that no tree planting be undertaken within this buffer zone.  
 
An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to include the 90 m buffer zone. Operations excluded from the buffer zones have been identified as per ‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025). A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the 
private water supply infrastructure and buffer zones. During formal consultation, Scottish Forestry provided Czernin-Kinsky with a copy of the Operational Risk Assessment who confi rmed satisfaction with the approach to manage operational risk (06/08/2025). 
 
There is an off-grid dwelling to the south west of the proposal area. The residents source water from a man made settlement pond outside the proposal area. The pond is fed by a series of minor tributaries that collect in the south western section of the proposal area, before the water 
continues into the Trolane burn. All infrastructure associated with the private water supply is outwith the proposal area.  
 
A private water supply survey was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in March 2025. Hydrologists mapped the surface water catchment on ground. They obtained estimates of water usage from the private water supply end-users. They undertook measurements upstream of the 
private water supply catchment pond to identify flow rates. LowFlows2 software was used to determine the lowest flow rates per month for the defi ned catchment area, and assessed against the estimates of usage provided by the end users.  
 
An assessment of the impact of the planting proposal on the reduction in water quantity following review of Nisbet (2005). It was determined that, ‘in a worst-case scenario, the total flow would fall from 2,709,504 litres per week during the summer to 1,354,752 litres per week. As the 
needs of the end users has been estimated at ~4,000 litres per week during the summer, despite the reduction in water flow, in a worst-case scenario, there would still be enough water to satisfy their needs in the periods of lowest flow by a significant margin (greater than 300 times)'. 
It is therefore not anticipated that the planting proposal would have a signifi cant effect on the reduction in water quantity for the end-users. 
 
An Operational Risk Assessment has been produced to protect the surface water catchment from operations that pose risk to negative impacts on water quantity or water quality. Operations excluded from the buffer zones and surface water catchment have been identified as per 
‘Managing forestry operations to protect private water supplies’ (2025) and the mitigation embedded within the private water supply survey. A Map is supplied illustrating the location of the private water supply infrastructure, catchment, and buffer zones. 
 
SEPA were consulted by Scottish Forestry and were content with the proposal and approach to manage operational risk. 
 

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 11-Apr-25

Biodiversity The proposal is connected to Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes Special Protection Area Stakeholder Engagement NatureScot - Applicant to contact NatureScot regarding SPA. Applicant: - 31-Oct-25 Applicant spoken to NatureScot during engagement. Yes Satisfactory. Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes Special Protection Area (SPA) is designated for non-breeding wintering populations of Greenland white-fronted geese and greylag geese. It is circa 8 km south west of the proposal. The geese population will travel up to 20 km from the SPA to forage. A 
comprehensive ornithological survey was produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023. No geese were identified within the site, however there was 1 territory confirmed within the 500 m survey buffer of the proposal area. The applicant undertook engagement with 
NatureScot regarding the potential impact of the proposal on the SPA. A Habitats Regulations Appraisal has been undertaken by Scottish Forestry due to the designation of the protected site. The proposal has the potential to impact on the distribution and extent of habitats 
supporting the geese population, and the structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting this species. The assessment identified that the proposal would result in a loss of 0.48% of the suitable foraging habitat within the 20 km radius of the SPA. NatureScot was 
also consulted during formal consultation. It was concluded that the proposal is not anticipated to have a likely significant effect on the qualifying features of the SPA.

31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25

Landscape The proposal is predominantly visible from public road Dalry to Loch Invar C51S and residential properties along the C51S, and Moss Roddock Viewpoint and Mulloch Hill Stakeholder Engagement Neighbours - Neighbouring properties to be contacted informing them of planting proposal. Landscaping to be considered around nearby properties. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has discussed the proposal with neighbouring properties. Yes The applicant has discussed the proposal with neighbouring 
properties.

The proposal is predominantly visible from public road Dalry to Loch Invar C51S and residential properties along the C51S, and Moss Roddock Viewpoint and Mulloch Hill 
 
The proposal is within the Foothills with Forest and Upper Dale Landscape Character Types which are identifi ed as having landforms dominated by conifer forest land coverage at heights between 170 – 250 m and are often undulating with gently rounded summits.  
 
A Landscape Character Assessment of the project has been provided, including 3D visualisations and viewshed analyses for 6 viewpoints. The proposal would be predominantly visible along the C51s and from Mulloch Hill (NX631807) and Moss Roddock Viewpoint (NX629814). 
 
The proposal would be to the west of the C51S, however planting is held back 30 m from the roadside edge due to the over-head powerline. There are four residential properties at different locations on this road. The proposal would also be visible driving north and south. The design 
has incorporated Scots pine and native broadleaf woodland to the eastern edge. A varied texture would result from these species mixes. The Scots pine and native broadleaf coupe boundaries and scale relates well to the gently undulating landform in this location. 
 
The proposal would be situated to the north east of Moss Roddock viewpoint and Mulloch Hill. Both of these viewpoints have been identified in the Dalry Local Place Plan (2025) as a ‘treasured view’. A Core Path (224) tracks through Mulloch Hill. Moss Roddock is a tourist viewpoint 
with signage. A Visualisation of the area of the proposal visible from these viewpoints has been provided in the Landscape Character Assessment. The design has incorporated substantial areas of native broadleaf woodland, with smaller areas of Douglas fir and Scots pine visible. These 
species will add visual texture. The internal coupe boundaries are organic in shape which prevents uniformity. 
 
The Landscape Character Assessment demonstrates how the design responds to the natural landforms in the Landscape Character Types, and how forest design principles have been utilised to improve the uniform character of the wider forested area. 
 
The proposal would be situated to the south of Corseglass plantation, and to the west of Duchrae 1, an afforestation scheme that was planted in the last 5 years. From the C51s, these three plantations would be visible. 3D visualisations of the viewpoints along the C51S have been 
provided in the Landscape Character Assessment. The proposal has been designed to complement and enhance the existing forestry from viewpoints along this road.  
 
Corseglass plantation is dominated by spruce. The southern hard edge is visible from the C51S as it runs perpendicular to the road. The inclusion of Scots pine and native broadleaf woodland will add visual texture to viewpoints from this road, and would screen the hard edge. These 
species will also complement the pine and broadleaf coupes of Corseglass adjacent to the roadside. 
 
The composition of Duchrae 1 includes Lodgepole pine, Scots pine, and native broadleaf woodland adjacent to the C51S. The proposal’s design complements this species composition, as it mirrors the planting of diverse species near the roadside. The proposal will provide visual 
continuity of a diverse afforested landscape.  
 
The proposal will contribute to a gradual change in landscape along the C51S from open gently undulating moorland to an afforested landscape. It will result in a more closed in feel along this road as a result. 

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 27-Nov-24

Landscape The proposal is predominantly visible from public road Dalry to Loch Invar C51S and residential properties along the C51S, and Moss Roddock Viewpoint and Mulloch Hill Site Assessment Landscape Survey Visual appraisal A Design Map is required with a visual appraisal supplied where landscaping has been assessed from roadside and property viewpoints. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has provided a Landscape Character Assessment with consideration of landscape from prominent viewpoints undertaken within the design. Yes The applicant has provided a Landscape Character Assessment 
with consideration of landscape from prominent viewpoints 
undertaken within the design.

The proposal is predominantly visible from public road Dalry to Loch Invar C51S and residential properties along the C51S, and Moss Roddock Viewpoint and Mulloch Hill 
 
The proposal is within the Foothills with Forest and Upper Dale Landscape Character Types which are identifi ed as having landforms dominated by conifer forest land coverage at heights between 170 – 250 m and are often undulating with gently rounded summits.  
 
A Landscape Character Assessment of the project has been provided, including 3D visualisations and viewshed analyses for 6 viewpoints. The proposal would be predominantly visible along the C51s and from Mulloch Hill (NX631807) and Moss Roddock Viewpoint (NX629814). 
 
The proposal would be to the west of the C51S, however planting is held back 30 m from the roadside edge due to the over-head powerline. There are four residential properties at different locations on this road. The proposal would also be visible driving north and south. The design 
has incorporated Scots pine and native broadleaf woodland to the eastern edge. A varied texture would result from these species mixes. The Scots pine and native broadleaf coupe boundaries and scale relates well to the gently undulating landform in this location. 
 
The proposal would be situated to the north east of Moss Roddock viewpoint and Mulloch Hill. Both of these viewpoints have been identified in the Dalry Local Place Plan (2025) as a ‘treasured view’. A Core Path (224) tracks through Mulloch Hill. Moss Roddock is a tourist viewpoint 
with signage. A Visualisation of the area of the proposal visible from these viewpoints has been provided in the Landscape Character Assessment. The design has incorporated substantial areas of native broadleaf woodland, with smaller areas of Douglas fir and Scots pine visible. These 
species will add visual texture. The internal coupe boundaries are organic in shape which prevents uniformity. 
 
The Landscape Character Assessment demonstrates how the design responds to the natural landforms in the Landscape Character Types, and how forest design principles have been utilised to improve the uniform character of the wider forested area. 
 
The proposal would be situated to the south of Corseglass plantation, and to the west of Duchrae 1, an afforestation scheme that was planted in the last 5 years. From the C51s, these three plantations would be visible. 3D visualisations of the viewpoints along the C51S have been 
provided in the Landscape Character Assessment. The proposal has been designed to complement and enhance the existing forestry from viewpoints along this road.  
 
Corseglass plantation is dominated by spruce. The southern hard edge is visible from the C51S as it runs perpendicular to the road. The inclusion of Scots pine and native broadleaf woodland will add visual texture to viewpoints from this road, and would screen the hard edge. These 
species will also complement the pine and broadleaf coupes of Corseglass adjacent to the roadside. 
 
The composition of Duchrae 1 includes Lodgepole pine, Scots pine, and native broadleaf woodland adjacent to the C51S. The proposal’s design complements this species composition, as it mirrors the planting of diverse species near the roadside. The proposal will provide visual 
continuity of a diverse afforested landscape.  
 
The proposal will contribute to a gradual change in landscape along the C51S from open gently undulating moorland to an afforested landscape. It will result in a more closed in feel along this road as a result. 

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 27-Nov-24



Land The proposal would result in a loss of agricultural land Stakeholder Engagement SGRPID - Proposal has the potential to impact agriculture. SGRPID to be consulted on proposal with comments considered. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has spoken to SGRPID about their proposal during scoping. Yes The applicant has spoken to SGRPID about their proposal 
during scoping.

An Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) has been undertaken in line with Woodland Expansion Advisory Group Guidance.  
 
The total Woodland Creation area is 307.07 ha. The suitability of agricultural land is identified using James Hutton’s Land Capability of Agriculture (LCA) types. Within the proposal area, the majority of the land is LCA 6.2 (63%). There is a further 28% of LCA 5.2, and 3% of LCA 5.3. 
The remainder of the proposal area is LCA 4.2 (6%). The site is broadly dominated by unimproved grassland, rough grassland, and marshy grassland suitable for livestock grazing. 
 
The landholding is used for stock grazing by a tenanted farmer. The AIA estimates that the proposal area sustains the employment of 0.39 FTE jobs in agriculture. It is estimated that the livestock capacity of the proposal area is 164 units (Matthews et al, 2012). The proposal will result 
in the loss of 307.07 ha of predominantly poorer quality agricultural land to support the equivalent of part-time agricultural work. 
 
Scottish Government Rural Payments Inspectorate Division (RPID) were consulted and stated in reference to the 6% (16.9 ha) of LCA 4.2, 'This land is in high demand in Dumfries and Galloway for intensive livestock grazing and forage conservation and cropping so under current 
policy RPID recommend this land stays in agriculture'. They had no objection to the land use change on the remaining 94%. 
 
In regards to the area of LCA 4.2, there is currently a water treatment works and associated infrastructure, residential properties, and an existing coupe of mixed woodland. Whilst it is identified as better quality agricultural land using LCA types, it is not a contiguous area suitable for 
arable use. The majority of this area is being retained as open ground, with some areas of native broadleaf planting. 
 
Within the Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA), the applicant has included a map of the Land Capability for Agriculture (LCA) types within a 5 km radius of the proposal. The total land within the 5 km radius is 7854 ha. Of this area, 2780 ha is currently forested. This is a mixture of 
mature forestry and new planting. Some of the new planting has occurred within the last 5 years, with Forestry Grant Schemes approved between 2020 and 2021. 
 
There is a remaining 5074 ha of agricultural land within the 5 km radius. Of this 5074 ha, the two most dominant types are LCA 4.2 (37%) and LCA 6.2 (35%). The remaining 28% is made up of smaller and fragmented areas of LCA 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 6.1, and 6.3. The proposal would result in 
a further reduction of 307.07 ha of agricultural land, bringing the total available within the 5 km radius to 4766.93 ha. Of the two most dominant LCA types in the 5 km radius, the proposal would result in a reduction of 0.88% of LCA 4.2 and 10.8% of LCA 6.2. The proposal will have a 
minimal reduction on the best quality land, and the most signifi cant reduction on the poorer quality land. 
 
The proposal is situated within Dalry Community Council area. However the town of Dalry is clustered around a further two Community Council areas, to include Balmaclellan and New Galloway. The National Forest Inventory Data (NFI) illustrates the following levels of woodland 
coverage per Community Council area in 2007: Dalry 30%, Balmaclellan 24% and New Galloway 53%. An assessment of the woodland creation data available from the Rural Development Contracts (2007-2013) and Forestry Grant Scheme (2015 – present) identifies the following 
levels of current woodland coverage: Dalry 35% Balmaclellan 26%, and New Galloway 56%.  In 2007, the woodland coverage across the three Community Council areas was 35.6%. This has increased to 39% as a result of grant funded woodland creation. The majority of the planting 
has occurred from 2015 onwards.  

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 23-Oct-24

Land The proposal would result in a loss of agricultural land Site Assessment Land Use Survey WEAG Assessment Large scale afforestation project on agricultural land. WEAG Assessment to be undertaken in line with guidance using a 5km buffer around project area. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 A WEAG Assessment has been undertaken in line with guidance using a 5km radius around the project area. Yes A WEAG Assessment has been undertaken in line with guidance 
using a 5km radius around project area. 

An Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) has been undertaken in line with Woodland Expansion Advisory Group Guidance.  
 
The total Woodland Creation area is 307.07 ha. The suitability of agricultural land is identified using James Hutton’s Land Capability of Agriculture (LCA) types. Within the proposal area, the majority of the land is LCA 6.2 (63%). There is a further 28% of LCA 5.2, and 3% of LCA 5.3. 
The remainder of the proposal area is LCA 4.2 (6%). The site is broadly dominated by unimproved grassland, rough grassland, and marshy grassland suitable for livestock grazing. 
 
The landholding is used for stock grazing by a tenanted farmer. The AIA estimates that the proposal area sustains the employment of 0.39 FTE jobs in agriculture. It is estimated that the livestock capacity of the proposal area is 164 units (Matthews et al, 2012). The proposal will result 
in the loss of 307.07 ha of predominantly poorer quality agricultural land to support the equivalent of part-time agricultural work. 
 
Scottish Government Rural Payments Inspectorate Division (RPID) were consulted and stated in reference to the 6% (16.9 ha) of LCA 4.2, 'This land is in high demand in Dumfries and Galloway for intensive livestock grazing and forage conservation and cropping so under current 
policy RPID recommend this land stays in agriculture'. They had no objection to the land use change on the remaining 94%. 
 
In regards to the area of LCA 4.2, there is currently a water treatment works and associated infrastructure, residential properties, and an existing coupe of mixed woodland. Whilst it is identified as better quality agricultural land using LCA types, it is not a contiguous area suitable for 
arable use. The majority of this area is being retained as open ground, with some areas of native broadleaf planting. 
 
Within the Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA), the applicant has included a map of the Land Capability for Agriculture (LCA) types within a 5 km radius of the proposal. The total land within the 5 km radius is 7854 ha. Of this area, 2780 ha is currently forested. This is a mixture of 
mature forestry and new planting. Some of the new planting has occurred within the last 5 years, with Forestry Grant Schemes approved between 2020 and 2021. 
 
There is a remaining 5074 ha of agricultural land within the 5 km radius. Of this 5074 ha, the two most dominant types are LCA 4.2 (37%) and LCA 6.2 (35%). The remaining 28% is made up of smaller and fragmented areas of LCA 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 6.1, and 6.3. The proposal would result in 
a further reduction of 307.07 ha of agricultural land, bringing the total available within the 5 km radius to 4766.93 ha. Of the two most dominant LCA types in the 5 km radius, the proposal would result in a reduction of 0.88% of LCA 4.2 and 10.8% of LCA 6.2. The proposal will have a 
minimal reduction on the best quality land, and the most signifi cant reduction on the poorer quality land. 
 
The proposal is situated within Dalry Community Council area. However the town of Dalry is clustered around a further two Community Council areas, to include Balmaclellan and New Galloway. The National Forest Inventory Data (NFI) illustrates the following levels of woodland 
coverage per Community Council area in 2007: Dalry 30%, Balmaclellan 24% and New Galloway 53%. An assessment of the woodland creation data available from the Rural Development Contracts (2007-2013) and Forestry Grant Scheme (2015 – present) identifies the following 
levels of current woodland coverage: Dalry 35% Balmaclellan 26%, and New Galloway 56%.  In 2007, the woodland coverage across the three Community Council areas was 35.6%. This has increased to 39% as a result of grant funded woodland creation. The majority of the planting 
has occurred from 2015 onwards.  

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 23-Oct-24

Biodiversity The site has a range of semi natural open habitats which have been assessed as to their suitability for conversion to woodland Site Assessment Habitats Survey NVC NVC / GWDTE / Phase 1 surveys provided by applicant. Clarifi cation needed from the ecologist. Design Map and Operational Plan is required. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has provided an NVC / GWDTE Survey produced by Gavia Environmental on 27/10/2023 and GWDTE Protection Plan produced on 30/08/2024. Yes The applicant has provided an NVC / GWDTE Survey produced 
by Gavia Environmental on 27/10/2023 and GWDTE 
Protection Plan produced on 30/08/2024.

A comprehensive National Vegetation Classifi cation (NVC) survey has been produced by Gavia Environmental in October 2023. The proposal area was surveyed in accordance with the methods described by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee. NVC boundaries were mapped.  
 
The NVC survey recorded a total of 31 habitat types, of which 22 were mosaic types. The NVC communities included M25 (22.17%), M6 (14.12%), MG10/U20 (10.30%), MG6/U20 (9.29%), MG10 (8.34%), MG6 (8.32%), U20 (8.23%), M23 (7.48%), M23/U20 (2.48%), U20/MG6 
(1.94%), M25/U20 (1.73%), MG9 (1.20%), M15 (0.93%), MG1/U20 (0.92%), M25/MG6 (0.66%), M25/MG10 (0.59%), MG1 (0.48%), and MG9/U20 (0.13%). The site is broadly dominated by mires, mesotrophic grasslands, and calcifugous grasslands.  
 
The M15 (Scirpus cespitosus – Erica tetralix wet heath) habitat (0.93%) is both Annex 1 (Wet heath with Erica tetralix) and UK Biodiversity Action Plan (Upland heathland) listed. It is present in low abundance as small isolated areas within the proposal area.  
 
The M25 (Molinia caerulea – Potentilla erecta mire) habitat (22.17%) is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan (Purple moor grass and rush pastures) habitat. It is the most highly abundant habitat and present in larger areas, although it is fragmented, floristically poor and isolated by other 
habitat types. 
The M6 (Carex echinata - Sphagnum recurva/auriculatum mire) habitat (14.12%) is the second most highly abundant habitat and present in larger contiguous mapped areas.  
 
M6 habitat is associated with springs and flushes, as per the ‘Practice guide for forest managers to assess and protect Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems when preparing woodland creation proposals’ (2018). These features require buffering from conifer planting under 
the UK Forestry Standard 5th Edition. However, Gavia Environmental stated in September 2025 that the M6 habitat was only present in manmade linear drains cut through areas of M25 / M23 habitats. Due to the modified nature of the habitat, the planting of these areas with conifer 
would be acceptable.  
 
Interpretation of the presence of groundwater-dependent terrestrial ecosystems (GWDTE) was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in October 2023 and August 2024. The methodology included visual assessment of NVC communities and hydrological assessment via water sampling. 
The methodology follows Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s Land Use Guidance Note 31 ‘Guidance on Assessing the Impacts of Development Proposals on Groundwater Abstractions and Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems’ (2017). 
 
None of the habitat types in the proposal were identified as being floristically rich GWDTE systems and so there are no restrictions on planting. The M6 and M23 habitats were identified as being high potential groundwater dependent. As per the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive 2000/60/EC, it has been agreed that no drainage will be installed  greater than 0.5m deep in the M6 and M23 habitats to prevent disruption to groundwater flow. 
 
 
A cumulative assessment for vegetation communities was undertaken by Gavia Environmental in their Ecological Impact Assessment produced in September 2025. The methodology involved collating the vegetation data between Duchrae 1 and Duchrae 2, assessing the conservation 
signifi cance and botanical richness of these communities, and offering a qualitative comment on the cumulative impact. 
 
Due to the fact that Duchrae 1 underwent a Phase 1 assessment, habitat communities were collated under this typology. Between the two schemes, the following Phase 1 habitats were present: semi-improved acid grassland, marshy grassland, bracken, wet dwarf shrub heather, blanket 
bog, wet modifi ed bog, and acid/neutral flush. The botanical richness for all habitat types were considered poor or of localised value. 
 

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 27-Nov-24

Soil There are areas of deep peat within the proposal Site Assessment Soil Survey Peat depth Peat Depth Map provided by applicant. A Design Map and Operational Plan is required. Applicant: - 09-Feb-24 The applicant has supplied a Peat Depth Map, Constraints Map, Design Map, and Operational Plan. Yes The applicant has supplied a Peat Depth Map, Constraints 
Map, Design Map, and Operational Plan.

Soils on site include brown earths, alluvial soils, peat soils, gleyed soils, and areas of deep peat (>50cm depth). The site was surveyed and mapped for areas of deep peat (>50 cm) by Gavia Environmental. Areas of deep peat have been identified within the Constraints Map supplied. 
Deep peat is programmed to be excluded from planting. All areas of deep peat have been given a 50 m buffer from sampling location to where the planting starts. If any additional areas of deep peat are founding during works, these areas will also be retained within open ground. It has 
been agreed that deep peat areas will be monitored for regeneration on an annual basis with the regeneration removed.

05-Dec-24 06-Feb-24 26-Nov-24

Biodiversity There is a Schedule 1 bird adjacent to the proposal Site Assessment Bird Survey Raptors & short-eared owls Bird survey provided by applicant which identified the Schedule 1 bird. Applicant: - 31-Oct-25 Applicant agreed to mitigation related to the Barn Owl nest within the Operations Plan. It is mapped on Constraints Map. Yes Satisfactory. A comprehensive ornithological survey has been produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023. A Barn owl (Schedule 1 species) was confirmed nesting near to the proposal area. The location has been identified in the Constraints Map with detail included in the Operations 
Plan. A 250 m disturbance buffer has been applied to the nest location where no operations are to be undertaken between 1 March and 15 August. It has been agreed to install a Barn owl box 250 m from the proposal area in the nearby woodland on a mature tree 3 m above ground 
level to support this species’ population. 

31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25 31-Oct-25



Habitats Regulations Appraisal  
 

 

 
 
 

 
Scottish Forestry is an agency of Scottish Government 

 

South Scotland Conservancy 
 

APPRAISAL OF A FORESTRY PROPOSAL IN RELATION TO REGULATION 48 OF THE 
CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITATS, &C.) REGULATIONS AS AMENDED. 

 
Name of European site(s) potentially affected by the application and current designation status: 

Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes SPA 

 
Name of component SSSI if relevant: 

 

 
European qualifying interest(s) and whether priority or non-priority: 

 
Greenland white-fronted goose, non-breeding (priority) 
 
Greylag goose, non-breeding (priority) 
 
 

 
Conservation objectives for qualifying interests: 

 
To avoid deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying species (listed below) or significant disturbance to the 
qualifying species, thus ensuring that the integrity of the site is maintained; and  
 
To ensure for the qualifying species that the following are maintained in the long term:  
 
Population of the species as a viable component of the site  
 
Distribution of the species within site 
 
Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species  
 
Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the species  
 
No significant disturbance of the species 
 
 
 

 
Details of the forestry proposal: 

Name: Duchrae phase 2 
 
Location: St Johns Town of Dalry - NX651841 
 
Applicant:  (Euroforest Silviculture) 
 
Reference:  25FGS84539 / WCP-260 
 
Description of proposal: Afforestation project total 307.07 ha. 
The woodland creation proposal at Duchrae comprises of one primarily commercial block of woodland totaling 
307.07 ha.  The proposed woodland creation consists of 249.71 ha of planting and designed open ground along 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1994/2716/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1994/2716/contents/made
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Habitats Regulations Appraisal  
 

with an additional 57.2 ha of other land will be left open.  The species composition will comprise of 41% Sitka 
spruce, 6.8% other conifer species (Norway spruce, Douglas fir and Scots pine) and 25.1% native broadleaves. 
 
Operations (inc. timing): Cultivation and planting. 
The majority of the site will be prepared by continuous mounding.  Where restrictions apply the site will be 
cultivated via excavator or by manual means.  Mechanical vegetation control will be undertaken in areas of marshy 
grassland and bracken to facilitate subsequent cultivation works. Some areas of the site prescribed for productive 
conifer planting have areas of impeded drainage, so it is anticipated that some drainage, albeit limited, will be 
required in wetter areas. The majority of the site will be protected with a new deer and rabbit proof fence with 
native broadleaves and Scots pine being individually protected with vole guards.  Some planting of native 
broadleaf will be taking place outside the deer fence, these species will be protected with 1.2 metres tree shelters. 
Native species will be planted with tree stock secured from local provenance.  All trees will be maintained in a 
substantially weed free condition until they are established – this will be achieved by the applications of systemic 
and residual herbicide and by hand weeding as necessary.  Areas of planting of high sensitivity, such as riparian 
areas and private water supply catchments will be maintained by hand weeding. 
 

 

1. Is the proposal directly connected with or necessary to site management for nature 
conservation?    

Give a YES or NO conclusion in terms of whether the plan or project is considered directly connected with or 
necessary to site management for nature conservation. 
 
No, the proposal is not considered directly connected with or necessary to site management for nature 
conservation.  
 

 

2. Is the proposal (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects) likely to 
have a significant effect on the site?   

 
The SPA is circa 8 km south west of the proposal. The geese population will travel up to 20 km from the SPA to 
forage. The proposal has the potential to impact on the following conservation objectives: distribution and extent of 
habitats supporting the species, and structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the 
species.  
 
The proposal would result in a loss of 307.07 ha of suitable foraging ground for the geese population within the 
SPA. The total area the population will forage within 125,664 ha. Approximately 50% of this area is forested 
(62,832). The proposal would result in a loss of 0.48% of the suitable foraging ground for the geese. The proposal 
would result in a remainder of c.62,524.93 ha of suitable foraging ground for the geese population. 
 
 
A comprehensive ornithological survey was produced by Gavia Environmental in September 2023 for the 
afforestation project. No geese were identified within the site, however there was 1 territory confirmed within the 
500 m survey buffer of the proposal area.  
 
The applicant undertook engagement with NatureScot regarding the potential impact of the proposal on the SPA. 
NatureScot was also consulted during formal consultation. It was confirmed that the proposal is not anticipated to 
have any likely significant effect on the qualifying features of the SPA. 
 
I do not consider that Duchrae 2 would have likely significant effects on any European site, either alone or in 
combination with other projects/ plans.  No further appraisal required. 
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Habitats Regulations Appraisal  
 

3. Can it be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the 
site? 
 
3.1 Reasoned appraisal against the conservation objectives of the site: 

Not required.  

 

3.2 Conclusion: 
 
In light of the appraisal, the proposal would not adversely affect the integrity of the qualifying features of the site. 
This conclusion is arrived at as the proposal would result in a loss of 0.48% of the suitable foraging ground for the 
geese within the 20 km foraging radius of the SPA. 
 
 

 

4. Conditions required (if applicable): 
None required. 

 
 

Signed 
 
Woodland officer:                                                     Date: 31/10/25 
 
 
 

Senior Ops Manager / Conservator:            Date:  10th November 2025 



From:                                 SOUTHERN_SCOTLAND_ADMIN
Sent:                                  Fri, 15 Mar 2024 13:20:21 +0000

                                      
Subject:                             RE: Scoping for NWC at Duchrae Farm

Dear  
  
Thank you for your consultation dated 14 March 2024. 
  
We are satisfied that there will not be any detrimental impacts on the range of national or international 
designations for which NatureScot carries responsibility such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and National Scenic Areas. 
  
Our approach to forestry consultations is set out in the Scottish Forestry and Statutory Consultees Joint 
Working Agreement.  In general, NatureScot focuses on guidance, standing advice and early 
engagement. Input to individual proposals is usually restricted to those that could significantly affect 
protected areas such as those listed above. 
  
We have no further comments to make in respect of this proposal. 
  

 
Area Officer 
  
  

 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 2:24 PM
To: South <South@nature.scot>

Subject: Scoping for NWC at Duchrae Farm 
  
To whom it may concern,   We are pursuing a new woodland creation scheme at Duchrae Farm, located approx. 2km north-east of St John’s Town of Dalry by Lochinvar. We are seeking input and engageme 
sophospsmartbannerend 

To whom it may concern, 
  
We are pursuing a new woodland creation scheme at Duchrae Farm, located approx. 2km north-east of St 
John’s Town of Dalry by Lochinvar. We are seeking input and engagement from stakeholders at this early 
stage. 
  
Please find attached a map delineating the property and scheme boundary. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
  

 
  

   
BSc. (Hons) For 

  Forester 

 
   



  

 www.silviculture.co.uk 
  
  
Local Office Details: https://www.silviculture.co.uk/about/offices/n-england-and-scottish-borders/ 
  
Pryor & Rickett Silviculture is the trading name of Pryor and Rickett Silviculture Ltd, registered in 
England and Wales No 3499298 at Skiddaw House, Carlisle Airport, Carlisle, CA6 4NW. 

DISCLAIMER 
This email is intended solely for its addressee. The contents are confidential and may be legally 
privileged. Any unauthorised access, disclosure, use or copying is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. 

  
  

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom 
they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager or the sender. 
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming emails from and to NatureScot may be monitored.

Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois dìomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a- mhàin. 
Mas e gun d’ fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach- sgrìobhaidh.
Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s dòcha gun tèid sùil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’ dol a- 
mach bho NàdarAlba.

http://www.silviculture.co.uk/
https://www.silviculture.co.uk/about/offices/n-england-and-scottish-borders/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duchrae Estate Ltd 

Estate Office 

Courance 

Lockerbie 

Dumfriesshire 

DG11 1TP 

 

 

 

Our Reference: 20FGS52883 

18 May 2022 

 

Dear Madam/Sir 

South Scotland Conservancy 

55/57 Moffat Road 

Dumfries, DG1 1NP 

Tel: 0300 067 6500 

southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot 

Conservator:  

 

The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 

 

I refer to your application Duchrae at St John’s Town of Dalry which contains proposals for 140.52 

hectares of afforestation. 

 

We are required to provide a Screening Opinion under the above Regulations as to whether the work 

you are proposing is an EIA project and will require EIA consent. 

 

I can confirm that the work you propose will not require EIA consent. 

 

This Opinion is based on the Operational Plan and associated supporting documents which were submitted 

as part of the Forestry Grant Scheme application outlined above. From this it can be concluded that this 

proposal will have no significant negative impact on the following and therefore does not require consent: 

 

Population 

The proposal will be accesses via the C51S which is classed as ‘Severely Restricted’ Agreement between 

agent, Scottish Forestry, D&G Road department and D&G Timber Transport Group, that no timber 

harvesting will take place until a timber transport management plan is agreed and in place. This will include 

any minor hard engineering. No significant negative impact identified.   

 

Biodiversity 

The submission included Phase 1 Habitat survey and breeding bird survey. The survey concluded that the 

proposal will not have a significant negative impact on ground nesting bird species. The woodland design 

has incorporated the  recommendations of the ecologist in protecting priority habitats with the use of 

designated open ground, complying with UKFS Forest and Biodiversity.  No significant negative impact 

identified.   

 

Land  

SGRIPD assessed the impact of land use change and concluded that the land proposed has potential for 

woodland creation and the loss of agriculture will have no significant negative impact on either the local or 

national level. 

 

Soils 

Areas of deep peat have been identified  and excluded from the planting scheme.  Ground cultivation 

continuous mounder and hand screefing in the more sensitive areas which is suitable. Compliance with 

UKFS Forests and Soil requirements will provide suitable mitigation and no significant negative impacts 

have been identified. 

 

mailto:southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot


 

Water  

Water courses are identified and buffered. Riparian habitats are identified and design improves connectivity. 

Compliance with UKFS Forests and Water requirements will mitigate risk and no further mitigation required. 

 

Material Assets 

Scottish water mains runs through the site and its route will be identified and a buffer of at least 5m will be 

left to protect the pipe. No significant impacts identified 

 

Cultural Heritage 

Areas of cultural heritage have been identified and appropriate buffers have been incorporated into the 

planting design to protect the features.  Compliance with UKFS Forests and Historic Environment 

requirements will provide suitable mitigation with no additional mitigation required. No significant impacts 

identified. 

 

Landscape 

The proposal sits next to the C51 which comprise of the main viewpoints. The design has utilised open 

ground and native woodland planting along with a block of other conifers along the roadside to enabling the 

scheme to fit well within the local landscape.  No significant negative impact identified. 

 

It is deemed that the impact of this proposal will not have a significant impact on the environment and 

therefore the reasoned conclusion is that EIA consent is not required. 

 

This decision is valid for only Choose an item. years from the date of this letter and shall cease to have 

effect beyond 17 May 2027 . If you propose to carry out any of the work in your application after 17 

May 2027 please inform us immediately. We will screen the proposals again to decide whether your 

proposals require EIA consent under these Regulations. 

 

Please note that if you intend to apply for grant funding for this work, you must wait until you get an 

approved contract from us before you start any of the work. 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 

Conservator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for 

forestry policy, support and regulation 

S e Coilltearachd na h-Alba a’ bhuidheann-ghnìomha aig Riaghaltas 

na h-Alba a tha an urra ri poileasaidh, taic agus riaghladh do choillt
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