
FOI request 202600507581 – Annex A 
 
Document 1 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:17 
Subject: This Lunchtime's News - Wednesday 18th February 2026 (3) 
Attachments: This Lunchtime's News - Wednesday 18th February 2026 (3).docx 
 

Broadcast Summaries 

 

First Minister 
 
FM refuses to comment on Murrell claims Scotland's prosecution service has confirmed it gave 
First Minister, John Swinney, details of a criminal charge against former SNP executive Peter 
Murrell. Weeks before it became public. The Crown Office says the Lord Advocate, Dorothy Bain, 
provided the update for legal reasons after the indictment detailing the allegations was served on 
moral last month. The 61-year-old has been accused of embezzling almost £460,000 from the party 
over a 12-year period. 
Rep Scotland Report Phil Sim 
Radio Scotland Report David Cowan 
STV News Clip First Minister 
Clyde One Report Alan Smith 
Clip First Minister 
Heart Clip First Minister 
Radio 4 

 
[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Local Broadcast Summaries (Provided by Press Data) 

 
Borders Radio  

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell.  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Forth  

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell. 

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Tay  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

• The First Minister is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the 

case against former SNP boss Peter Murrell.  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 



 

Westsound  

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell.  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Northsound  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell. 

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
[redacted] 
 

Media Monitoring Unit Manager 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
e: [redacted] 
t: [redacted] 
m: [redacted] 
[redacted] 
 

 
  



Document 2 
 
 

 

Communications  
Media Monitoring Unit 
This Lunchtime’s News 
Wednesday 18th  February 2026 
 
 

 

BBC website 

 
[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

• Ministers deny involvement in delay to Murrell court hearing 
[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
 

STV News website 

 
[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

• Calls for answers about Lord Advocate's email to FM on Peter Murrell charge 
 

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
Broadcast Summaries 

 

First Minister 
 

BBC Radio 
Scotland  

Reporting 
Scotland 

STV News Clyde One 
(Bauer) 

Heart 
Scotland 
(Global) 

BBC Radio 
4 
 

FM refuses to 
comment on 
Murrell claims 

FM refuses to 

comment on 

Murrell claims 

FM refuses to 
comment on 
Murrell claims 

FM refuses to 

comment on 

Murrell claims 

FM refuses to 

comment on 

Murrell claims 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

   FM refuses to 

comment on 

Murrell claims 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

[Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

   [Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

 [Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

   [Redacted – out 

of scope of 

request] 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4g2d2dj4n0o
https://news.stv.tv/
https://news.stv.tv/politics/calls-for-answers-about-lord-advocates-email-to-fm-on-peter-murrell-charge


FM refuses to comment on Murrell claims Scotland's prosecution service has confirmed it gave 
First Minister, John Swinney, details of a criminal charge against former SNP executive Peter 
Murrell. Weeks before it became public. The Crown Office says the Lord Advocate, Dorothy Bain, 
provided the update for legal reasons after the indictment detailing the allegations was served on 
moral last month. The 61-year-old has been accused of embezzling almost £460,000 from the party 
over a 12-year period. 
Rep Scotland  Report Phil Sim 
Radio Scotland   Report  David Cowan 
STV News   Clip  First Minister 
Clyde One   Report Alan Smith 
    Clip First Minister 
Heart    Clip First Minister 
Radio 4 

 
[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Justice and Home Affairs  
 
FM refuses to comment on Murrell claims See First Minister 

 
[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

 

Local Broadcast Summaries (Provided by Press Data) 

 
Borders Radio                    

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell.  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Forth  

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell. 

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Tay  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

• The First Minister is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the 

case against former SNP boss Peter Murrell.  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Westsound  

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell.  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 



 

Northsound  

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

• John Swinney is insisting he will respect the independence of the criminal process of the case 

against former SNP boss Peter Murrell. 

[Redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
 
  



Document 3 
 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 16:49 
To: [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; 
Solicitor General 
Cc: Permanent Secretary; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; Helen Webster; Craig 
French; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister; 
John Webster; Emily Mackintosh; DG Education & Justice; First Minister FMQs; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown 
Agent and Chief Executive; [redacted]; Donald McGillivray; [redacted]; First Minister; [redacted]; Lord Advocate 
Subject: RE: Amendment to Business Motion 18 February - request for statement - 
communications in respect of Peter Murrell case - briefing 

 
Thanks [redacted], much appreciated. 

 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
[redacted] | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 15:54 
To: Jeanette Campbell ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; Solicitor General  
Cc: Permanent Secretary ; Director of Justice ; Anna Donald ; Helen Webster ; Craig French ; [redacted]; 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 ; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister ; John Webster 
; Emily Mackintosh ; DG Education & Justice ; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent 
and Chief Executive ; [redacted]; Donald McGillivray ; [redacted]; First Minister ; [redacted]; Lord Advocate  
Subject: Amendment to Business Motion 18 February - request for statement - communications in respect 
of Peter Murrell case - briefing 
 
Hi [redacted] /Jeanette 

 
Please see draft speaking note and briefing as requested. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 

 
 
From: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>  
Sent: 18 February 2026 15:36 

https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-parliamentary-business/
mailto:MinisterPBV@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot


To: [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor 
General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief 
Executive <PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 15:18 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief 
Executive <PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Thanks [redacted]. 

 
Can I check the basic SG response will be “no need for a statement, Urgent Question will be/has 
been answered by the Lord Advocate on this issue”? [redacted] 

 
Cheers 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 

 
 
From: [redacted] > On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:58 
To: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and 
Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
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<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief 
Executive <PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Hi [redacted], 

 
Thank you for your help with all of this. As you know from the other chain, the Lord Advocate will 
now be responding to this Urgent Question. 
 
However, we do now know that Douglas Ross has lodged an amendment to the Business Motion 
that will be taken at decision time today, which adds a statement to tomorrow titled “Lord Advocate 
Private Briefing to the First Minister on the Charges Against Peter Murrell”: 
 
Title: Business Programme 

 
Motion Text:  

As an amendment to motion S6M-20826 in the name of Graeme Dey (Business Programme), after “That the 
Parliament agrees—” insert—  

“(za) the following revision to the programme of business for Thursday 19 February 2026— 

delete 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

and insert 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Lord Advocate Private Briefing to the First Minister on the Charges Against Peter 

Murrell”. 

 
Can we therefore ask that the UQ answer, briefing etc, is adapted to support Mr Dey to respond to 
this please? Mr Ross will speak to his amendment, and then Mr Dey will have up to 3 minutes to 
respond. We therefore only require a short briefing note. 
 
Happy to discuss if helpful. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
[redacted] | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
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All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>  
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:08 
To: [redacted]; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot[redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]  

Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Comments on briefing back please 
 
[redacted] 

 
Thanks 
JC  
 
 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:23 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Hi 
 
Please find attached a suggested answer and briefing as requested. [redacted] 

I understand there is a query on who may answer the urgent question. Nonetheless, I am sending 
round the briefing given timescales. 
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Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 

 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:56 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; [redacted] 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
And senior PD colleagues to be aware. 
 
[redacted]  
Head of Sponsorship and Strategy 
Police Powers, Strategy & Sponsorship Unit 
Police Division 
 
He/him. Available by MS Teams or mobile [redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] > On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:38 
To: [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; [redacted]  

Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs 
<FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Adding FMQ team. 
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[redacted]  

Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
Mobile: [redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:36 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; [redacted] 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Adding Perm Sec and Michael Chalmers 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:33 
To: [redacted] 
Cc: Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen 
Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home 
Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General 
<SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary 
Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent Question - 18 February 
Importance: High 
 
Hi [redacted], 

 
Please note that that the Presiding Officer has selected the undernoted urgent question for today 
from Michael Marra. 
 

• To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will provide details of 
the reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the charges against 
Peter Murrell with the First Minister and whether any further information regarding 
the case has been made available to ministers or special advisers. 

 
Mr Dey will be answering this question on behalf of the Government. We expect it to be taken 
towards the end of the day (i.e. 1710-1720), but we will let you know if that changes as that is a 
decision for the Presiding Officer to make. 
 
Can we please receive an initial draft answer and briefing by 1.30pm please. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
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[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
[redacted] | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-parliamentary-business/
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Document 4 
 
PROPOSED CHANGE TO PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS MOTION 
 
Douglas Ross has lodged an amendment to the Business Motion that will be taken at decision 
time today, which adds a statement to tomorrow titled “Lord Advocate Private Briefing to the First 
Minister on the Charges Against Peter Murrell”: 
 
Title: Business Programme 
 
Motion Text:  
As an amendment to motion S6M-20826 in the name of Graeme Dey (Business Programme), after 
“That the Parliament agrees—” insert—  
“(za) the following revision to the programme of business for Thursday 19 February 2026— 
delete 
2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 
and insert 
2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 
followed by Ministerial Statement: Lord Advocate Private Briefing to the First Minister on the 
Charges Against Peter Murrell”. 
 
[redacted] 

 
 
  



Document 5 
 
 

Members will be aware the Peter Murrell case is live criminal 

proceedings. Members should not comment on the case as this could 

amount to contempt of court. 

 

Presiding Officer, Douglas Ross’ amendment to the Business Motion is to 

seek a statement from the Lord Advocate tomorrow on communications in 

relation to Mr Murrell’s case. 

 

However, as members have just heard, the Lord Advocate has come to 

Parliament today to answer the Urgent Question lodged by Michael Marra 

on this very subject.  

 

The Urgent Question process has allowed this to happen and members 

with an interest have had an opportunity to ask the Lord Advocate 

questions in relation to the subject. The Lord Advocate has answered 

those questions and as such, MSPs have had an opportunity to provide 

scrutiny in this area. 

 

Within this context, I do not consider the amendment requiring a 

statement tomorrow should be supported. 

 

 
  



Document 6 
 
 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:45 
To: [redacted] 
Cc: Lord Advocate 
Subject: Draft answer 
Attachments: Urgent question.docx 
 
This was drafted for the question being answered by Mr Dey. 
 
[redacted] 
 
PS to the Lord Advocate 

 
 
  



Document 7 
 
 

URGENT QUESTION – WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2026 
 
Michael Marra: To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will 
provide details of the reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the 
charges against Peter Murrell with the First Minister and whether any further 
information regarding the case has been made available to ministers or special 
advisers. 
 

[redacted] 
 

 
PETER MURRELL TRIAL FOIS 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 
Completed FOIs 
 
FOI 202600502246  
 
Request for all whatsapp messages/emails send and received by First Minister on 19 
January referencing Peter Murrell 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
 
 
  



Document 8 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 16:56 
To: First Minister 
Cc: Lord Advocate; Solicitor General; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; 

Colin McAllister; Jeanette Campbell 
Subject: Final - Urgent question 
Attachments: Urgent question.docx 

 
[redacted],  

 
Please find attached the finalised version of the Lord Advocate’s answer. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
Tel: [redacted] 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

es. 
 
 
  



Document 9 
 
 

URGENT QUESTION – WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2026 
 
Michael Marra: To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will 
provide details of the reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the 
charges against Peter Murrell with the First Minister and whether any further 
information regarding the case has been made available to ministers or special 
advisers. 
 
Lord Advocate:  
 
I did not brief the First Minister in relation to the prosecution of Mr Murrell or the 
contents of the indictment. My minute was a factual confirmation of the fact that Mr 
Murrell had been indicted and the nature of the charge, including the value of the 
alleged embezzlement. From the point at which an indictment is served, there is no 
limitation on its terms being made public. The timing of my minute to the First 
Minister – after service of the indictment - reflected this. 
 
My notification was done to advise Scottish Ministers that an indictment had been 
served, confirm that the appropriate processes had been followed in relation to law 
officers not being involved in decision making in the case, and remind them that it 
would not be appropriate to make any public comment on the matter. This process 
protects the administration of justice and does not, I believe, confer any political 
advantage. 
 
[Redacted] 
 

PETER MURRELL TRIAL FOIS 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Completed FOIs 
 
FOI 202600502246  
 
Request for all whatsapp messages/emails send and received by First Minister on 19 
January referencing Peter Murrell 
 
 
 
[Redacted] 

  



Document 10 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 11:09 
To: Lord Advocate; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
Cc: Solicitor General; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants; First Minister; Cabinet 

Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024; Minister for Parliamentary Business 
and Veterans; PQ/FMQ Team; Director of Justice; [redacted]; Denise Swanson; 
Craig French; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government; Colin McAllister; 
[redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Emily Mackintosh; PS/CE-CA 
(PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) 

Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Thank you [redacted]. 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 19 February 2026 11:08 
To: [redacted]; Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice 
; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government ; Colin 
McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA (PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:32 
To: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice 
; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government ; Colin 
McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA (PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Importance: High 
 
Morning all, 
 
After discussion with the First Minister, I am attaching proposed draft wording of his response to 
question on this topic this morning. This draws on material submitted by [redacted]  

 
I would be very grateful for relevant SG and COPFS colleagues to ensure they are content with 
what is here, with only red flag concerns to me by 11am please. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot> 
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Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 

_DCA Legal Assistants <dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary 
Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of 
Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Denise Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; Craig 
French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; PS/CE-CA 
(PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) <PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Thanks [redacted]. 

 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
[redacted] 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:10 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary 
for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; 
Director of Justice ; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish 
Government ; Colin McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA 
(PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Hi [redacted] 

 
Please find attached an updated FMQ note which seeks to reflect this afternoon’s Parliamentary 
discussions. [redacted] 

 
I am off tomorrow (school holidays etc.) and so please direct any request for updates to this note 
where they relate to SG matters to Anna Donald and [redacted] please. 

 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted]* 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:19 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
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Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice 
; Anna Donald ; [redacted];  [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; [redacted]; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor 
General ; Solicitor to the Scottish Government ; Colin McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily 
Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Importance: High 
 
Thanks [redacted], 

 
I’d be very grateful if [redacted] could consider whether they wish to add any information to the 

attached briefing by 1430 today. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:14 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants 
<dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise 
Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 

Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Dear [redacted] 

 
Further to our discussion earlier, please find attached a draft FMQ note on the Peter Murrell case.  
 
[redacted] 

 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted]* 
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Document 11 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:43 
To: [redacted]; Lord Advocate; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs; Anna Donald 
Cc: Solicitor General; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants; First Minister; Cabinet 

Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024; Minister for Parliamentary Business 
and Veterans; PQ/FMQ Team; Director of Justice; [redacted]; Denise Swanson; 
Craig French; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government; Colin McAllister; 
[redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Emily Mackintosh; PS/CE-CA 
(PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) 

Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Hi [redacted] 

 
With [redacted] on leave and Anna in a meeting just now, I’ve taken a look and, subject to COPFS 

confirming they are content, I think the draft wording is fine. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]| Criminal Law & Procedure Team Leader 
Criminal Justice Division  
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:32 
To: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice 
; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government ; Colin 
McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA (PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Importance: High 
 
Morning all, 
 
After discussion with the First Minister, I am attaching proposed draft wording of his response to 
question on this topic this morning. This draws on material submitted by [redacted] 

 
I would be very grateful for relevant SG and COPFS colleagues to ensure they are content with 
what is here, with only red flag concerns to me by 11am please. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 

_DCA Legal Assistants <dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary 
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Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of 
Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Denise Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; Craig 
French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; PS/CE-CA 
(PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) <PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Thanks [redacted]. 

 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
[redacted] 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
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Document 12 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 21:08 
To: Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate; Lord Advocate; [redacted]; [redacted]; 

[redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General; Lord Advocate; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive; [redacted]; 

[redacted] 
Subject: Re: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 

 
This looks fine, thanks, [redacted]. 
 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot  
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 6:31 pm 
To: LordAdvocate@gov.scot ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot ; LordAdvocate@gov.scot ; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: Re: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case  
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
[redacted] 
 
I think that's OK from my perspective. I can have a closer look when I get off the bus. 
 
[redacted] 
 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate  
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 6:16:36 PM 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General ; Lord Advocate ; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate ; Chief Executive of the Crown Office 
and Procurator Fiscal Service ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: FW: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case  
All, 
Please find attached updated FMQ note that has been prepared following the urgent question, I 
would be grateful for your views [redacted]. 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
[redacted] 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  

mailto:LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot
mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot


Document 13 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General ; Lord Advocate ; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate ; Chief Executive of the Crown Office 
and Procurator Fiscal Service ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: FW: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case  
 
All, 
Please find attached updated FMQ note that has been prepared following the urgent question, I 
would be grateful for your views [redacted]. 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
[redacted] 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:10 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice ; 
[redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government ; Colin McAllister ; 
[redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA (PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Hi [redacted] 
 
Please find attached an updated FMQ note which seeks to reflect this afternoon’s Parliamentary 
discussions. [redacted] 
 
I am off tomorrow (school holidays etc.) and so please direct any request for updates to this note where 
they relate to SG matters to Anna Donald and [redacted] please. 

 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 
Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted]* 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:19 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 
2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice ; Anna Donald ; 
[redacted];  [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; [redacted]; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor General ; Solicitor to the 
Scottish Government ; Colin McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Importance: High 
 

mailto:PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk


Thanks [redacted], 
 

I’d be very grateful if [redacted] could consider whether they wish to add any information to the attached 

briefing by 1430 today. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:14 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants <dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; 
First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ 
Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Craig 
French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Solicitor to the Scottish 
Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Dear [redacted] 
 
Further to our discussion earlier, please find attached a draft FMQ note on the Peter Murrell case.  
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted]* 
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Document 14 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:55 
To: [redacted] 
Cc: Lord Advocate; Solicitor General; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive 
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 

 
Hi [redacted] 

 
This is moving at pace here today and has moved on since [redacted]’s email at 12:18 therefore we 

had told the FMQ team that given the movement on this that the answer would change 
substantially. I would be grateful if you could run any changes to any subsequent FMQ are run 
past us, not given directly to the SGov but are send to PO [redacted].  

 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
25 Chambers Street 

Edinburgh 
EH1 1LA 

0300 020 4350 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
. 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:31 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs 
Cc: Lord Advocate; _DCA Legal Assistants; First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 

and Home Affairs 2024; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; PQ/FMQ 
Team; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise Swanson; 
John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk; Craig French; [redacted]; Solicitor General; Solicitor 
to the Scottish Government; Colin McAllister; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Emily 
Mackintosh; Stephen McGowan; _DCA Legal Assistants; Colin Troup; Legal 
Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 

Subject: Re: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Attachments: Urgent question [redacted].docx; Murrell case FMQ.docx 

 
[redacted]

 
From: [redacted]  
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:18 
To: [redacted]; FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot  
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; FirstMinister@gov.scot ; CabSecforJHA@gov.scot ; 
MinisterPBV@gov.scot ; pq/fmqteam@gov.scot ; DirectorofJustice@gov.scot ; Anna Donald ; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Denise.Swanson@gov.scot ; John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk ; Craig.French@gov.scot ; [redacted]; 
SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot ; solicitor@gov.scot ; Colin.McAllister@gov.scot ; [redacted]; Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot 
; Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case  
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This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if you do 
not recognise the sender. 
 
Thanks [redacted], 
I’d be very grateful if [redacted] could consider whether they wish to add any information to the 
attached briefing by 1430 today. 
Thanks 
[redacted]  
 
From: [redacted]  
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:14 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director 
of Justice ; Anna Donald ; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Logue, John (PF, East of Scotland) 
(John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) ; Craig French ; [redacted] ; Solicitor General ; Solicitor to the Scottish 
Government ; Colin McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Dear [redacted] 
Further to our discussion earlier, please find attached a draft FMQ note on the Peter Murrell case.  
[redacted] will wish to consider for their interests and offer feedback. 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted]* 
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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Document 15 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:50 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs 
Cc: Lord Advocate; _DCA Legal Assistants; First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 

and Home Affairs 2024; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; PQ/FMQ 
Team; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise Swanson; 
[redacted]; Craig French; [redacted]; Solicitor General; Solicitor to the Scottish 
Government; Colin McAllister; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Emily Mackintosh; 
[redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants; Colin Troup; Legal Secretariat to the Lord 
Advocate 

Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 

 
Thanks [redacted]. 

 
I understand the LA will be responding to the Urgent Question. Please let me know if you need 
anything further from the Scottish Government in respect of the UQ. 
 
Cheers 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:31 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs 
Cc: Lord Advocate; _DCA Legal Assistants; First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 

and Home Affairs 2024; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; PQ/FMQ 
Team; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise Swanson; 
John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk; Craig French; [redacted]; Solicitor General; Solicitor 
to the Scottish Government; Colin McAllister; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Emily 
Mackintosh; Stephen McGowan; _DCA Legal Assistants; Colin Troup; Legal 
Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 

Subject: Re: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Attachments: Urgent question [redacted].docx; Murrell case FMQ.docx 

 
[redacted]

 
From: [redacted]  
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:18 
To: [redacted]; FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot  
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; FirstMinister@gov.scot ; CabSecforJHA@gov.scot ; 
MinisterPBV@gov.scot ; pq/fmqteam@gov.scot ; DirectorofJustice@gov.scot ; Anna Donald ; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Denise.Swanson@gov.scot ; John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk ; Craig.French@gov.scot ; [redacted]; 
SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot ; solicitor@gov.scot ; Colin.McAllister@gov.scot ; [redacted]; Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot 
; Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case  

This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if you do 
not recognise the sender. 
 
Thanks [redacted], 
I’d be very grateful if [redacted] could consider whether they wish to add any information to the 
attached briefing by 1430 today. 
Thanks 
[redacted]  
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From: [redacted]  
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:14 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director 
of Justice ; Anna Donald ; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Logue, John (PF, East of Scotland) 
(John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) ; Craig French ; [redacted] ; Solicitor General ; Solicitor to the Scottish 
Government ; Colin McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Dear [redacted] 
Further to our discussion earlier, please find attached a draft FMQ note on the Peter Murrell case.  
[redacted] will wish to consider for their interests and offer feedback. 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted]* 
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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Document 16 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 17 February 2026 16:25 
To: [redacted] 
Cc: Lord Advocate 
Subject: FW: FOI - 202600502246 - for clearance - sensitive 
Attachments: RE FOI - 202600502246 - for clearance - sensitive; FOI - 202600502246 - for 

clearance - sensitive; FW FOI Advice - 202600502246 - Lord Advocate 
Minute to FM 

 
[redacted] 
 
Per our conversation.  
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted]  

Deputy Private Secretary  

Law Officers Private Office 
25 Chambers Street 

Edinburgh 

EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
 

  



Document 17 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:42 
To: Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate; LSLA team 
Subject: RE: FOI - 202600502246 - for clearance - sensitive 
 
Official Report from this afternoon.  
 
OfficialReport 
 
Peter Murrell (Trial Date)  
 
3. Douglas Ross (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
anyone who works for the Scottish Government, including ministers, special advisers or civil 
servants, was involved in discussions concerning the postponement of the trial of Peter Murrell 
until after the Scottish Parliament election in May. (S6T-02896)  
 
The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans (Graeme Dey): There have been no 
discussions. Scheduling of trials is a matter for the independent judiciary and the Scottish Courts 
and Tribunals Service.  
 
Douglas Ross: My question was worded very specifically because we have almost 20 special 
advisers, almost 30 Government ministers and more than 9,000 civil servants in the Scottish 
Government. Given Graeme Dey’s categorical reassurance that none of those almost 10,000 
individuals had any involvement or discussions at all, can he update Parliament on how he was 
able to assemble that information on almost 10,000 individuals in the past couple of days? If he 
has not done that, has he just come here to try to fob off the Parliament, which is a signal of this 
corrupt Government from a corrupt party of government?  
 
Graeme Dey: I utterly refute the allegations in that commentary from Douglas Ross, which is 
typical of his approach to many subjects.  
 
Let me be absolutely clear: this is a live court case, so I strongly suggest that all of us should be 
cautious about our comments in relation to it. 
 
I reiterate that the scheduling of trials is a matter for the independent judiciary and the Scottish 
Courts and Tribunals Service. It is a matter entirely for the judge to determine the date for 
preliminary hearings and for trials. I reiterate that there have been no discussions of the nature 
that Mr Ross implied in his original question.  
 
Douglas Ross: The minister is still avoiding saying it. Has he gone round almost 10,000 people in 
the past couple of days to check whether they had discussions about that or not? If he has not, he 
cannot possibly give that categorical response.  
 
This comes down to transparency, because it stinks—it absolutely stinks—that an accusation that 
was first made before the 2021 Scottish Parliament election will now not come to court until after 
the 2026 Scottish Parliament election. Does the minister not even realise, or does he not simply 
accept, how bad that looks for his party, which is the party that is in government? Because of the 
delay and the postponement, the reporting restrictions cannot now be lifted until after the Holyrood 
election. Will he at least accept that his party benefits from that?  
 
Graeme Dey: As a Scottish Government minister, I take very seriously my responsibilities and the 
need to respect the processes that cover our justice system. I am not going to be dragged into a 
to-ing and fro-ing, particularly under the terms that Mr Ross uses so typically. I want to make it 

https://www.parliament.scot/api/sitecore/CustomMedia/OfficialReport?meetingId=20074


absolutely clear that an independent process is followed in all these things, which is overseen by 
the Lord President. There have been no discussions of the type that Mr Ross suggests.  
 
The Presiding Officer: That concludes topical questions. I will allow a moment or two for front 
benches to organise themselves. 
 
 
[redacted] 
Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
Tel: [redacted] 
 
This advice is from the Scottish Government Legal Directorate. It may be exempt from disclosure under Freedom of 
Information legislation. Legal advice and the source of legal advice must not be disclosed outside the Scottish 
Government without the prior consent of the Law Officers. Find out more on Pathways LPP training. 
 
 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:34 
To: LSLA team  
Subject: FW: FOI - 202600502246 - for clearance - sensitive 
 
Colin 
 
[redacted] 

 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] 
Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate  
Tel: [redacted] 

 
This advice is from the Scottish Government Legal Directorate.   It may be exempt from disclosure under Freedom of Information 
legislation.  Legal advice and the source of legal advice must not be disclosed outside the Scottish Government without the prior 
consent of the Law Officers.   Find out more on Pathways LPP training 

 

[redacted – out of scope]  
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Document 18 

 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:32 
To: Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; Director of Justice ; 
[redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government ; Colin 
McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA (PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Importance: High 
 
Morning all, 
 
After discussion with the First Minister, I am attaching proposed draft wording of his response to 
question on this topic this morning. [redacted] 
 
I would be very grateful for relevant SG and COPFS colleagues to ensure they are content with 
what is here, with only red flag concerns to me by 11am please. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 
_DCA Legal Assistants <dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 
and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Denise Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; Craig French 
<Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; 
Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; PS/CE-CA (PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) 
<PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Thanks [redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
Tel: [redacted] 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:10 
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To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Anna Donald  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; Solicitor General ; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants ; First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary 
for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; PQ/FMQ Team ; 
Director of Justice ; [redacted]; Denise Swanson ; Craig French ; [redacted] ; Solicitor to the Scottish 
Government ; Colin McAllister ; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell ; Emily Mackintosh ; PS/CE-CA 
(PSCECA@copfs.gsi.gov.uk)  
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Hi [redacted] 
 
Please find attached an updated FMQ note which seeks to reflect this afternoon’s Parliamentary 
discussions. [redacted] 
 
I am off tomorrow (school holidays etc.) and so please direct any request for updates to this note 
where they relate to SG matters to Anna Donald and [redacted] please. 

 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 
Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:19 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; [redacted] >; _DCA Legal Assistants 
<dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise 
Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; Logue, John (PF, East of Scotland) (John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) 
<John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor General 
<SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Emily 
Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Importance: High 
 
Thanks [redacted], 
 
I’d be very grateful if [redacted] could consider whether they wish to add any information to the 

attached briefing by 1430 today. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted]  
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:14 
To: [redacted]; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
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Cc: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; [redacted]; _DCA Legal Assistants 
<dcalegalassistants@copfs.gov.uk>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team <pq/fmqteam@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Denise 
Swanson <Denise.Swanson@gov.scot>; Logue, John (PF, East of Scotland) (John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk) 
<John.Logue@copfs.gsi.gov.uk>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor General 
<SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Emily 
Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
 
Dear [redacted] 
 
Further to our discussion earlier, please find attached a draft FMQ note on the Peter Murrell case.  
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 
Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 
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Document 19 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 21:59 
To: Dorothy Bain; Ruth Charteris 
Cc: Lord Advocate; Solicitor General 
Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: FMQ note - Peter Murrell case 
Attachments: Murrell case.docx 
 
Importance: High 
 
Lord Advocate, Solicitor General, 
 
Please see the attached updated FMQ note re Peter Murrel case.  
 
[redacted] 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

[redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment 
made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 

 
  



Document 20 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 08:58 
To: Lord Advocate; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive; [redacted]; 

Stephen.McGowan@copfs.gsi.gov.uk; Media Relations 
Subject: Re: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Attachments: Note from Lord Advocate.docx 

 
[redacted] 

 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of LordAdvocate@gov.scot  
Sent: 19 February 2026 8:43 AM 
To: John Logue ; [redacted]; LordAdvocate@gov.scot ; [redacted] 
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot ; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; [redacted]; 
Stephen.McGowan@copfs.gsi.gov.uk ; Media Relations  
Subject: RE: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM  

This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if you do 
not recognise the sender. 
 
[redacted] et al, 
[redacted] 

Happy to discuss the above if required. 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
From: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 February 2026 21:49 
To: Rahul Singh; Lord Advocate; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive; [redacted] 
Subject: Re: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 

 
[redacted] 
 
John 
 

 
From: Rahul Singh  
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 8:33 pm 
To: LordAdvocate@gov.scot ; John Logue ; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot ; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM  
Adding [redacted] 
 

Rahul Singh  
Principal Private Secretary & Chief of Staff  

From: Rahul Singh 
Sent: 18 February 2026 19:47 
To: 'LordAdvocate@gov.scot' ; John Logue  
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; Rachael Weir ; Jim Brisbane  
Subject: RE: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 

mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
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[redacted] 

Thanks, 
Rahul 
Rahul Singh  
Principal Private Secretary & Chief of Staff  

From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:38 
To: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk>; Rahul Singh <Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk> 
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
Crown Agent and Rahul 

[redacted] 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
20/03/25 – Letter to John Swinney, FM – Sensitive note regarding Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 

16/01/26 – Letter to John Swinney, FM - Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 

--------------------- 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 
Law Officers Private Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the 
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not 
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 
and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective 
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may 
not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention 
of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this 
e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, remove any 
copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. Correspondents should note 
that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service may be 
automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. Unless expressly indicated, the 
views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily reflect those of the Crown Office 

mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot
mailto:PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk


and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked for the presence of computer viruses. 
Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the Department.  
  

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/


Document 21 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 19 February 2026 09:39 
To: Dorothy Bain; Lord Advocate 
Cc: Solicitor General 
Subject: RE: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Attachments: Re List of LO Minutesletters to the FM 
 
Lord Advocate 
Please see the attached email from the Crown Agent re the list of minutes to the FM. 
[redacted]  
Many thanks 
[redacted]  

Deputy Private Secretary  

Law Officers Private Office 

25 Chambers Street 

Edinburgh 

EH1 1LA 
[redacted]  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
. 
 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 21:53 
To: Dorothy Bain 
Cc: Lord Advocate; Solicitor General 
Subject: FW: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
Importance: High 
 
Lord Advocate, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
John 
 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 



Tel: [redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment 
made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 20:06 
To: Dorothy Bain  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; Solicitor General  
Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Importance: High 
 
Lord Advocate,  
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
Rahul 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment 
made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:38 
To: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk>; Rahul Singh <Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk> 
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 

Crown Agent and Rahul 

[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
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[redacted – out of scope] 

 
20/03/25 – Letter to John Swinney, FM – Sensitive note regarding Operation 

Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
 

16/01/26 – Letter to John Swinney, FM - Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 

 
 

 
--------------------- 

 
 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary  

Law Officers Private Office 
25 Chambers Street 

Edinburgh 
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

**********************************************************************  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 

attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 

any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 

email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 

the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 

contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 

********************************************************************** 

 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 



for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  

  

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/


Document 22 
 
From: Ruth Charteris [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 20:56 
To: Solicitor General 
Cc: Lord Advocate 
Subject: RE: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot 

Sent: 18 February 2026 20:10 
To: Ruth Charteris  
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Importance: High 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
Solicitor General, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
Thanks v much [redacted]. 
 
[redacted] 
 
Rahul 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:38 
To: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk>; Rahul Singh <Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk> 
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive 
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<PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
Crown Agent and Rahul 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

 

 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
20/03/25 – Letter to John Swinney, FM – Sensitive note regarding Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
16/01/26 – Letter to John Swinney, FM - Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
 
 
--------------------- 
 
 
[redacted] 
Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

mailto:PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk


Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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Document 23 
 
From: Ruth Charteris [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 23:01 
To: Solicitor General 
Cc: Lord Advocate 
Subject: RE: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot 

Sent: 18 February 2026 21:54 
To: Ruth Charteris  
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Subject: FW: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Importance: High 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
Solicitor General, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks for pulling this together so quickly. 
 
[redacted] 
 
John 
 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted] COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Solicitor General 

Sent: 18 February 2026 20:10 
To: Ruth Charteris [redacted] 

mailto:SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot
mailto:SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot
mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot


Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Importance: High 
 
Solicitor General, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
Rahul 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted]| COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:38 
To: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk>; Rahul Singh <Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk> 
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive 
<PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
Crown Agent and [redacted] 
 

[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 
20/03/25 – Letter to John Swinney, FM – Sensitive note regarding Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
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16/01/26 – Letter to John Swinney, FM - Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 
 
 
--------------------- 
 
 
[redacted] 
Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/


Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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Document 24 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 20:06 
To: Dorothy Bain  
Cc: Lord Advocate ; Solicitor General  
Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Importance: High 
 
Lord Advocate,  
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
Rahul 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment 
made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:38 
To: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk>; Rahul Singh <Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk> 
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 

Crown Agent and Rahul 

[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 

 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 

mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot
mailto:PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk


20/03/25 – Letter to John Swinney, FM – Sensitive note regarding Operation 
Branchform 

 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 

 
16/01/26 – Letter to John Swinney, FM - Operation Branchform 

 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 

 
 

 

--------------------- 
 
 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 

25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 

EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

**********************************************************************  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 

attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 

any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 

email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 

the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 

contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 

********************************************************************** 

 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department. 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/


Document 25 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Solicitor General 
Sent: 18 February 2026 21:54 
To: Ruth Charteris 
Cc: Solicitor General; Lord Advocate 
Subject: FW: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
Importance: High 
 
Solicitor General, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
John 
 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted] 
 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment 
made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Solicitor General 
Sent: 18 February 2026 20:10 
To: Ruth Charteris  
Cc: Solicitor General ; Lord Advocate  
Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
Importance: High 
 
Solicitor General, 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
Rahul 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 



 

[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary 

Law Officers Private Office 

Crown Office, Edinburgh, EH1 1LA 

Tel: [redacted] | COPFS Enquiries: 0300 020 3000 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment 
made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:38 
To: John Logue <John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk>; Rahul Singh <Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk> 
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: List of LO Minutes/letters to the FM 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 

Crown Agent and Rahul 

[redacted]  
 
[redacted] 

 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
20/03/25 – Letter to John Swinney, FM – Sensitive note regarding Operation 

Branchform 

 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 

16/01/26 – Letter to John Swinney, FM - Operation Branchform 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
 

 
--------------------- 

 
 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 

25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 

EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 

 

mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:John.Logue@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:Rahul.Singh@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:LordAdvocate@gov.scot
mailto:SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot
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All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

**********************************************************************  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 

attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 

any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 

email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 

the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 

contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 

********************************************************************** 

 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
  

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/


Document 26 

 
From: Lord Advocate 

20 March 2025 
       

 
First Minister 
 
OPERATION BRANCHFORM 
 

Priority and Purpose 

1. IMMEDIATE: This minute provides an update on Operation Branchform. Peter Murrell has 
appeared at Edinburgh Sheriff Court today on a charge of embezzling funds from the Scottish 
National Party. 

 

Recommendation 

2. Recommends that you note the update.  
 
Operation Branchform 
 
3. As you will be aware there has been an ongoing investigation in relation to the use of funds by 

the Scottish National Party. There is a longstanding tradition that Law Officers are not involved 

in the decision making in relation to cases involving politicians such as this case. These cases 

are investigated by professional prosecutors from Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 

and reported for decision by Crown Counsel. 

 
4. Police Scotland charged Peter Murrell with embezzlement and reported him to the procurator 

fiscal for consideration of prosecution on 23 May 2024. Nicola Sturgeon MSP and Colin Beattie 
MSP were both interviewed under caution by the police as part of their investigation. On 
August 2024 police sought advice and guidance from the procurator fiscal in relation to their 
investigation.  

 
5. The procurator fiscal has been carrying out an investigation which is a normal and important 

part of the Crown’s investigation into a serious case. Independent Crown Counsel have now 
reached a decision in the case.  

 
Crown Counsels’ Decision 
6. Crown Counsel have decided that Peter Murrell should appear on petition at Edinburgh Sheriff 

Court charged with embezzling over £460,000 from the SNP.  
 

7. A petition appearance is the first formal step taken in court proceedings in relation to a serious 
crime. A petition appearance is a private hearing before the sheriff to which the public are not 
admitted. There is no opportunity at the petition stage to plead guilty or not guilty to a charge. A 
further period of investigation will now follow before Crown Counsel consider whether to indict.  

 
8. Nicola Sturgeon MSP and Colin Beattie MSP were not reported to the procurator fiscal for 

prosecution. Crown Counsel have considered the police request for advice in relation to them 
and consider the police were right not to report them for prosecution. The police will now 
communicate that information to them. 

 
Contempt of Court 
 



9. The case against Peter Murrell is subject to the Contempt of Court Act 1981 which has the 
effect of preventing discussion about the details of the offence lest it prejudice future 
proceedings. 

 
Lord Advocate 
20 March 2025 
 

  



Document 27 

 
From: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 February 2026 16:46 
To: [redacted]; Lord Advocate 
Subject: FOR URGENT PRINTING 
Attachments: Urgent question.docx 
 
Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Completed 

 
 
 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
Crown Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh  
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 
 

The COPFS National Enquiry Telephone Number is: 0300 020 3000. 
 
From: [redacted] 

Sent: 18 February 2026 16:44 
To: PS/Lord Advocate ; PS/Solicitor General  
Cc: PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 

Subject: Re: Urgent question 
 
Final copy of the questions and answers [redacted]. To be printed and provided to LA. 

 
[redacted] 
 
 

From: [redacted] 

Sent: 18 February 2026 16:02 

To: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk>; PS/Solicitor General 

<PSSolicitorGeneral@copfs.gov.uk>; 'lordadvocate@gov.scot' <lordadvocate@gov.scot>; Sol Gen Gov 

<solicitorgeneral@gov.scot> 

Subject: Urgent question 

 
[redacted] 

PFA the draft response. [redacted] 

 

Thanks, 
[redacted] 
 

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 

mailto:PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:PSSolicitorGeneral@copfs.gov.uk
mailto:lordadvocate@gov.scot
mailto:solicitorgeneral@gov.scot


reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  

  

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/


Document 28 

 
From: Sarwar A (Anas), MSP <Anas.Sarwar.msp@parliament.scot> 
Sent: 18 February 2026 11:21 
To: Lord Advocate 
Cc: PS/Lord Advocate 
Subject: Letter from Anas Sarwar MSP 
Attachments: Letter to Lord Advocate.pdf 
 
Dear Lord Advocate, 
Please see attached a letter from Anas Sarwar MSP intended for you. 
Sincerely, 
[redacted] 
Senior PA to Anas Sarwar MSP 

✉ : [redacted] 

**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error please 

delete it and do not share its contents. 

**********************************************************************  

  

http://www.parliament.scot/
http://facebook.com/scottishparliament
http://twitter.com/ScotParl


Document 29 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 07:19 
To: Media Digest; DL Cabinet Secretaries; DL Ministers 
Cc: 'Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP (Shirley-Anne.somerville2@parliament.scot)'; 

'Jenny.Gilruth.msp@parliament.scot'; 'mairi.mcallan.msp@parliament.scot'; 
[redacted]; Communications MMU 

Subject: Media Digest Wednesday 18 February 2026 
 

Please do not reply to this email. For any questions related to the Media Digest mailing list, 
please email communicationsmmu@gov.scot 

If copies of full-text articles are required, please request these from the library via iFix. 

Media Coverage for 18 February 2026 

 

First Minister 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

LAW CHIEF TIPPED OFF FM ON £460K 'SNP FRAUD' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact amount Nicola 
Sturgeon's estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP ? but hid the details 
from the public. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

6 Something is rotten at the heart S of Cabinet7 ' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p8 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson Associate Editor (politics). 
THE Lord Advocate's heads up to John Swinney on the scale of Peter Murrell's alleged fraud 
shows "something rotten" at the heart of the SNP Cabinet, the Scottish Tories said last night. 

Big questions for legal chief 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p10 News, Scottish. 
THE job of First Minister has many perks ? including, it seems, access to supposedly 
confidential court information. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

11. Corporate 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

LAW CHIEF TIPPED OFF FM ON £460K 'SNP FRAUD' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact amount Nicola 

mailto:communicationsmmu@gov.scot
https://ifix:8443/assystnet/#serviceOfferings/1006


Sturgeon's estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP ? but hid the details 
from the public. 

6 Something is rotten at the heart S of Cabinet7 ' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p8 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson Associate Editor (politics). 
THE Lord Advocate's heads up to John Swinney on the scale of Peter Murrell's alleged fraud 
shows "something rotten" at the heart of the SNP Cabinet, the Scottish Tories said last night. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

13. Law Officers 

LAW CHIEF TIPPED OFF FM ON £460K 'SNP FRAUD' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact amount Nicola 
Sturgeon's estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP ? but hid the details 
from the public. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

6 Something is rotten at the heart S of Cabinet7 ' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p8 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson Associate Editor (politics). 
THE Lord Advocate's heads up to John Swinney on the scale of Peter Murrell's alleged fraud 
shows "something rotten" at the heart of the SNP Cabinet, the Scottish Tories said last night. 

Big questions for legal chief 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p10 News, Scottish. 
THE job of First Minister has many perks ? including, it seems, access to supposedly 
confidential court information. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
[redacted] 
Media Monitor | Media Monitoring Unit 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
[redacted] 

  



Document 30 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 09:15 
To: DL Cabinet Secretaries; DL Ministers; DL SPADS; Permanent Secretary; 

COMMS : Communications; First Minister FMQs; Press Transport Scotland; 
Joe Griffin; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Social Security Scotland Communications 

Subject: RE: Running Issues Note - Wednesday 18 February 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 08:26 
To: DL Cabinet Secretaries ; DL Ministers ; DL SPADS ; Permanent Secretary ; COMMS : Communications ; 
First Minister FMQs ; Press Transport Scotland ; Joe Griffin ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Social Security Scotland Communications  
Subject: Running Issues Note - Wednesday 18 February 

Good morning,  
Please find below a note of running issues and relevant SG lines to take.  
Thanks,  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
Media Manager | News - First Minister 
The Scottish Government 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
Heart Scotland 
John Swinney was told of Muddle embezzlement Opposition parties say there are serious 
questions to answer over claims John Swinney was told a month ago that Peter Muddle had 
allegedly embezzled almost £460,000 from the SNP. The information was sent from Scotland's top 
prosecutor to the First Minister's office. The Scottish Government says it would it be appropriate to 
comment on live criminal proceedings. SG lines below. 
Heart Clip Russell Findlay (Scottish Conservatives) 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
Top Scottish stories online and PA 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
STV News 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 

• Government denies involvement in delay to Peter Murrell court appearance 

• Scotland 'may need to cut free university and benefits' amid budget strain 
 
PA Mediapoint 

• Swinney reportedly had ‘private briefing’ from prosecutor on Murrell charges 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 
 

http://news.stv.tv/
https://news.stv.tv/scotland/scottish-government-denies-involvement-in-delay-to-peter-murrell-court-appearance
https://news.stv.tv/politics/scotland-may-need-to-cut-free-university-and-benefits-amid-budget-strain-think-tank-suggests


Newspaper front pages 

• Scotland's papers: Murrell case 'tip off' and A&E targets missed 
 
Running Issues and SG lines 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
Peter Murrell Indictment 
The Scottish Sun is reporting that the Lord Advocate shared details of plans for Peter Murrell’s 
indictment with the First Minister’s office. 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
“It would not be appropriate for the Scottish Government to comment on live criminal 
proceedings.”  
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyv9e01r0gyo


Document 31 
 

From: [redacted] on behalf of Communications MMU 
Sent: 19 February 2026 09:05 
To: [redacted]; Media Digest; DL Cabinet Secretaries; DL Ministers 
Cc: 'Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP (Shirley-Anne.somerville2@parliament.scot)'; 

'Jenny.Gilruth.msp@parliament.scot'; 'mairi.mcallan.msp@parliament.scot'; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Communications MMU 

Subject: Media Digest Thursday 19 February 2026 
 

Please do not reply to this email. For any questions related to the Media Digest mailing list, 
please email communicationsmmu@gov.scot 

If copies of full-text articles are required, please request these from the library via iFix. 

Media Coverage for 19 February 2026 

First Minister 

Top lawyer in row over Murrell case tip-off 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p6 News, Scottish. Jacob Freedland. 
SCOTLAND'S top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping off John Swinney about the details of the 
embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief law officer has 
denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing information with the first minister 
about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola Sturgeon's husband. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

SCOTS LAW CHIEF: I'M NOT CORRUPT 'It undermines trust in Lord Advocate's office ... any remnants of 
neutrality are in ruins' 
Daily Mail - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Tom Gordon and Michael Blackley. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor was last night forced to deny being 'corrupt' after she tipped off John Swinney about 
criminal charges against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Swinney knew of Murrell charges early 
i - 19/02/2026  
p9 News. Rachel Keenan and Neil Pooran. 
Scotland's First Minister, John Swinney, has admitted that he was given details of the charge against the former 
Scottish National Party chief executive Peter Murrell before it was made public. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

LORD ADVOCATE ACCUSED OF 'CORRUPTION' OVER MURRELL MEMO 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. David Walker. 
THE Lord Advocate last night faced mounting pressure as the row over her tipping off the First Minister about Peter 
Murrell's court case deepened. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

mailto:communicationsmmu@gov.scot
https://ifix:8443/assystnet/#serviceOfferings/1006


FM'S LAW CHIEF: I AM NOT CORRUPT 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
TOP prosecutor Dorothy Bain KC was yesterday forced to deny being "corrupt" for tipping off John Swinney about 
secret details of the £460,000 SNP fraud case. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

"On what planet is this not political interference?" 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
THE Lord Advocate yesterday faced an onslaught at Holyrood over her secret briefing to John Swinney on the Peter 
Murrell fraud case. 

Question dodger Swinney a 'robot' 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
THE First Minister was yesterday branded "Robot John" - after he refused six times to answer questions on the Lord 
Advocate row. 

SHOWDOWN PROVES SIZE OF SNP MESS 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 Comment, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
YOU know there is a crisis when the Lord Advocate comes before Holyrood to answer an urgent question. 

Alert for 'victims' not true 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
CLAIMS that the Lord Advocate's tip to John Swinney was merely "victim notification" have been rubbished. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Dismal Dot 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p10 Editorial, Scottish. 
LORD Advocate Dorothy Bain KC has made a staggering error by handing secret details on the high-profile Peter 
Murrell court case to John Swinney. See p. 4 story. 

Bain denies giving FM 'advantage' on Murrell charges 
Metro - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Craig Stuart. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor has denied giving 'political advantage' to John Swinney when she told the first minister 
details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

Murrell case row sees Lord Advocate defiant 
The Herald - 19/02/2026  
p1 News. Josh Pizzuto-pomaco. 
THE Lord Advocate has denied claims of political corruption after it emerged she shared details of the ongoing legal 
case against Peter Murrell with First Minister John Swinney. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Lord Advocate denies 'corruption' in Murrell note row 
The Scotsman - 19/02/2026  
p12 News. David Bol . 
The Lord Advocate has denied "corruption" after refuting claims she handed the SNP a political advantage after it was 
revealed she updated John Swinney on the criminal case relating to former party chief executive Peter Murrell. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

I reject any suggestion I am corrupt 
Daily Record - 19/02/2026  
p6 News. Chris McCall. 



SCOTLAND'S top law officer has denied being "corrupt" or handing John Swinney a "political advantage" by briefing 
him on the criminal case against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Murrell case details not advantage to FM - Bain 
Press & Journal - 19/02/2026  
p16 News. Katrine Bussey, Craig Paton and Rachel Keenan. 
Scotland's most senior prosecutor has denied giving "political advantage" to John Swinney when she told the first 
minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief law officer has 
denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing information with the first minister 
about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola Sturgeon's husband. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Corporate 

Top lawyer in row over Murrell case tip-off 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p6 News, Scottish. Jacob Freedland. 
SCOTLAND'S top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping off John Swinney about the details of the 
embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief law officer has 
denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing information with the first minister 
about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola Sturgeon's husband. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

SNP refuses to admit 'breathing sigh of relief' at Murrell case delay 
Daily Express - 18/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. David Walker Scottish Politics Reporter. 
A SENIOR SNP figure has refused to say if the party will benefit from the Peter Murrell court case being pushed back 
until after the Scottish Parliament election. 

LORD ADVOCATE ACCUSED OF 'CORRUPTION' OVER MURRELL MEMO 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. David Walker. 
THE Lord Advocate last night faced mounting pressure as the row over her tipping off the First Minister about Peter 
Murrell's court case deepened. 

"On what planet is this not political interference?" 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
THE Lord Advocate yesterday faced an onslaught at Holyrood over her secret briefing to John Swinney on the Peter 
Murrell fraud case. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

SHOWDOWN PROVES SIZE OF SNP MESS 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  



p5 Comment, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
YOU know there is a crisis when the Lord Advocate comes before Holyrood to answer an urgent question. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Murrell case details not advantage to FM - Bain 
Press & Journal - 19/02/2026  
p16 News. Katrine Bussey, Craig Paton and Rachel Keenan. 
Scotland's most senior prosecutor has denied giving "political advantage" to John Swinney when she told the first 
minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Law Officers 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Top Scottish lawyer in row over SNP 'tip-of' 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. 
Scotland's top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping ofJohn Swinney about the details of the 
embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Top lawyer in row over Murrell case tip-off 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p6 News, Scottish. Jacob Freedland. 
SCOTLAND'S top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping off John Swinney about the details of the 
embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief law officer has 
denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing information with the first minister 
about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola Sturgeon's husband. 

SCOTS LAW CHIEF: I'M NOT CORRUPT 'It undermines trust in Lord Advocate's office ... any remnants of 
neutrality are in ruins' 
Daily Mail - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Tom Gordon and Michael Blackley. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor was last night forced to deny being 'corrupt' after she tipped off John Swinney about 
criminal charges against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Swinney knew of Murrell charges early 
i - 19/02/2026  
p9 News. Rachel Keenan and Neil Pooran. 
Scotland's First Minister, John Swinney, has admitted that he was given details of the charge against the former 
Scottish National Party chief executive Peter Murrell before it was made public. 

LORD ADVOCATE ACCUSED OF 'CORRUPTION' OVER MURRELL MEMO 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. David Walker. 
THE Lord Advocate last night faced mounting pressure as the row over her tipping off the First Minister about Peter 
Murrell's court case deepened. 

Time to end this conflict of interest on law chief 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p12 Editorial, Scottish. 
AN extraordinary day at Holyrood yesterday saw the Lord Advocate forced to deny allegations that she is "corrupt". 

FM'S LAW CHIEF: I AM NOT CORRUPT 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  



p1 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
TOP prosecutor Dorothy Bain KC was yesterday forced to deny being "corrupt" for tipping off John Swinney about 
secret details of the £460,000 SNP fraud case. 

"On what planet is this not political interference?" 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
THE Lord Advocate yesterday faced an onslaught at Holyrood over her secret briefing to John Swinney on the Peter 
Murrell fraud case. 

Question dodger Swinney a 'robot' 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
THE First Minister was yesterday branded "Robot John" - after he refused six times to answer questions on the Lord 
Advocate row. 

SHOWDOWN PROVES SIZE OF SNP MESS 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 Comment, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
YOU know there is a crisis when the Lord Advocate comes before Holyrood to answer an urgent question. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Alert for 'victims' not true 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
CLAIMS that the Lord Advocate's tip to John Swinney was merely "victim notification" have been rubbished. 

HOW ROW UNFOLDED 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. 
Timeline of events, from March 2025 to February 2026. 

Dismal Dot 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p10 Editorial, Scottish. 
LORD Advocate Dorothy Bain KC has made a staggering error by handing secret details on the high-profile Peter 
Murrell court case to John Swinney. See p. 4 story. 

Bain denies giving FM 'advantage' on Murrell charges 
Metro - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Craig Stuart. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor has denied giving 'political advantage' to John Swinney when she told the first minister 
details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

Murrell case row sees Lord Advocate defiant 
The Herald - 19/02/2026  
p1 News. Josh Pizzuto-pomaco. 
THE Lord Advocate has denied claims of political corruption after it emerged she shared details of the ongoing legal 
case against Peter Murrell with First Minister John Swinney. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Lord Advocate denies 'corruption' in Murrell note row 
The Scotsman - 19/02/2026  
p12 News. David Bol . 
The Lord Advocate has denied "corruption" after refuting claims she handed the SNP a political advantage after it was 
revealed she updated John Swinney on the criminal case relating to former party chief executive Peter Murrell. 

I reject any suggestion I am corrupt 
Daily Record - 19/02/2026  
p6 News. Chris McCall. 
SCOTLAND'S top law officer has denied being "corrupt" or handing John Swinney a "political advantage" by briefing 
him on the criminal case against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 



Murrell case details not advantage to FM - Bain 
Press & Journal - 19/02/2026  
p16 News. Katrine Bussey, Craig Paton and Rachel Keenan. 
Scotland's most senior prosecutor has denied giving "political advantage" to John Swinney when she told the first 
minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

  



Document 32 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 08:38 
To: DL Cabinet Secretaries; DL Ministers; DL SPADS; Permanent Secretary; COMMS : 

Communications; First Minister FMQs; Press Transport Scotland; Joe Griffin; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Social Security Scotland Communications 

Cc: [redacted] 
Subject: Running Issues Note - Thursday 19 February 

 
Good morning,  
Please find below a note of running issues and relevant SG lines to take. 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
Lord Advocate denies giving FM ‘advantage’ in Murrell case The Lord Advocate, Scotland's 
top law officer has robustly denied doing anything wrong after a fierce grilling by opposition MPs in 
the Holyrood parliament yesterday. Dorothy Bain was accused of corruption, there were calls for 
her to resign. The row is over an email she sent to the First Minister about the case against the 
former SNP chief executive Peter Murrell.  
RSB0707 Clip Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
Clip Dorothy Bain KC (Lord Advocate) 
RSB0710 Clip Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
Clip Dorothy Bain KC (Lord Advocate) 
RSB0711 Interview Tommy Ross KC 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
STV News 
Lord Advocate denies favouring First Minister Tough questions are expected at First Minister's 
questions later over the Lord advocate's decision to give John Swinney details of charges related 
to Peter Murrell. Yesterday Dorothy Bain KC denied giving political advantage to the SNP, but the 
Scottish conservatives say it smacks of corruption. 
STV News 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
Heart Scotland 
Lord Advocate not considering position The Scottish Conservatives leader has called on 
Scotland's top prosecutor to consider her position. Lord Advocate Dorothy Bain says sending 
details of an embezzlement charge against excess SNP Chief Peter Murrell to the First Minister 
was about reminding the Scottish Government to restrict its comments, and that's done on a case 
by case basis. John Swinney refused to explain why the information was sent to his office a month 
ago, and says he's unable to comment on a live investigation. 
Heart Scotland Clip Dorothy Bain (Lord Advocate) 
 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
:: Top Scottish stories online and PA 
BBC Scotland 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 
• Scotland's top law officer not considering position over Murrell memo 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2r775777eo


STV News 

• Lord Advocate denies giving First Minister ‘political advantage’ in Murrell case 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 
PA Mediapoint 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 
• Lord Advocate denies giving First Minister ‘political advantage’ in Murrell case 

• [redacted – not in scope of request 
:: Newspaper front pages 

• Scotland's papers: Lord advocate accused and net zero threatened 
:: NEWSPAPER REVIEW 

• [redacted – not in scope of request] 
• The Daily Express: The row involving Scotland’s Lord Advocate informing the First Minister 

about the SNP chief executive Peter Murrell’s court case. 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
BBC Scotland website: Scotland’s top law officer not considering position over Murrell 
memo. 

 
[redacted – not in scope of request] 
 
[redacted] 
Senior Media Manager 
Duty Communications 
Scottish Government 
M: [redacted] 

  

http://news.stv.tv/
https://news.stv.tv/politics/lord-advocate-denies-giving-first-minister-political-advantage-in-murrell-case
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx24vjg1dr7o


Document 33 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 10:33 
To: Media Summaries 
Subject: This Morning's News and Events - Wednesday 18th February 2026 
Attachments: This Morning's News - Wednesday 18th February 2026.docx; This Morning's News - 

Wednesday 18th February 2026 - Mobile.docx; SG Daily Events Note - Wednesday 
18th February .docx 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Heart Scotland 
 
John Swinney was told of Murrell embezzlement Opposition parties say there are serious 
questions to answer over claims John Swinney was told a month ago that Peter Murrell had allegedly 
embezzled almost £460,000 from the SNP. The information was sent from Scotland's top prosecutor 
to the First Minister's office. The Scottish Government says it would not be appropriate to comment 
on live criminal proceedings. 
Heart Clip Russell Findlay (Scottish Conservatives) 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
:: Top Scottish stories online and PA 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
 

PA Mediapoint 
• Swinney reportedly had ‘private briefing’ from prosecutor on Murrell charges 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
:: Newspaper front pages 
 

• Scotland's papers: Murrell case 'tip off' and A&E targets missed 

 
:: NEWSPAPER REVIEW 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

• Scottish Sun: Scotland’s top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact mount 

Nicola Sturgeon’s estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP. 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
:: Press Summary For Scottish Government (Provided by Press Data) 

 

Media Coverage for 18 February 2026 

First Minister 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyv9e01r0gyo


 

LAW CHIEF TIPPED OFF FM ON £460K 'SNP FRAUD' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact amount Nicola 
Sturgeon's estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP ? but hid the details 
from the public. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

6 Something is rotten at the heart S of Cabinet7 ' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p8 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson Associate Editor (politics). 
THE Lord Advocate's heads up to John Swinney on the scale of Peter Murrell's alleged fraud 
shows "something rotten" at the heart of the SNP Cabinet, the Scottish Tories said last night. 

Big questions for legal chief 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p10 News, Scottish. 
THE job of First Minister has many perks ? including, it seems, access to supposedly 
confidential court information. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Corporate 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

LAW CHIEF TIPPED OFF FM ON £460K 'SNP FRAUD' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact amount Nicola 
Sturgeon's estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP ? but hid the details 
from the public. 

6 Something is rotten at the heart S of Cabinet7 ' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p8 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson Associate Editor (politics). 
THE Lord Advocate's heads up to John Swinney on the scale of Peter Murrell's alleged fraud 
shows "something rotten" at the heart of the SNP Cabinet, the Scottish Tories said last night. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

Law Officers 

LAW CHIEF TIPPED OFF FM ON £460K 'SNP FRAUD' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor tipped off John Swinney about the exact amount Nicola 
Sturgeon's estranged husband is accused of embezzling from the SNP ? but hid the details 
from the public. 



[redacted – out of scope of request] 

6 Something is rotten at the heart S of Cabinet7 ' 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p8 News, Scottish. Exclusive Chris Musson Associate Editor (politics). 
THE Lord Advocate's heads up to John Swinney on the scale of Peter Murrell's alleged fraud 
shows "something rotten" at the heart of the SNP Cabinet, the Scottish Tories said last night. 

Big questions for legal chief 
The Sun - 18/02/2026  
p10 News, Scottish. 
THE job of First Minister has many perks ? including, it seems, access to supposedly 
confidential court information. 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Local Broadcast Summaries (Provided by Press Data) 

Forth 1 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

• First Minister John Swinney received a private briefing from Scotland’s top prosecutor last 

month on the amount Peter Murrell is alleged to have embezzled from the SNP. 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Tay 

 

• Opposition MSPs are demanding answers over reports that John Swinney was privately 

briefed over Peter Murrell’s alleged embezzlement of SNP funds nearly a month before the 

amount was made public.  

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Borders Radio 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

• John Swinney received a private briefing from Scotland’s top prosecutor last month on the 

amount Peter Murrell is alleged to have embezzled from the SNP.  

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

Northsound 



 

• Opposition MSPs are demanding answers over reports John Swinney was privately briefed 

over Peter Murrell’s alleged embezzlement of SNP funds nearly a month before it amount 

was made public. 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

 
[redacted]Media Monitor | Media Monitoring Unit 

Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
e: [redacted] 

  



Document 34 

 

 
Communications  
Media Monitoring Unit 
This Morning’s News 
Wednesday 18th February 2026  
 
:: Broadcast headlines from 7 am 
 

 
[Remainder of document 34 is duplicate of previous document 33 – removed 
to avoid repetition] 
 

  

BBC Radio 
Scotland 

RSB 

BBC 
Reporting 
Scotland 

STV Good 
Morning 
Britain 

Clyde One 
(Bauer) 

Heart 
Scotland 
(Global) 

BBC Radio 4 
Today 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

John Swinney was 
told of Murrell 
embezzlement  

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

 [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

  [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

[redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

 [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

     [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

     [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

     [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 

     [redacted – out of 
scope of request] 



Document 35 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:35 
To: Media Summaries 
Subject: This Morning's News and Events - Thursday 19th February 2026 
Attachments: This Morning's News - Thursday 19th February 2026.docx; This Morning's News - 

Thursday 19th February 2026 - Mobile.docx; SG Daily Events Note - Thursday 19th 
February.docx 

 

Radio Scotland Breakfast 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
Lord Advocate denies favouring First Minister The Lord Advocate, Scotland's top law officer 
has robustly denied doing anything wrong after a fierce grilling by opposition MPs in the Holyrood 
Parliament yesterday. Dorothy Bain was accused of corruption, there were calls for her to resign. 
The row is over an email she sent to the First Minister about the case against the former SNP 
chief executive Peter Murrell.  
RSB0707 Clip Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
Clip Dorothy Bain (Lord Advocate) 
RSB0710 Clip Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
Clip Dorothy Bain (Lord Advocate) 
RSB0711 Interview Thomas Ross KC 
RSB0807 Clip Thomas Ross KC 
RSB0810 Clip Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
Clip Dorothy Bain (Lord Advocate) 
Report Phil Sim 
RSB0831 Clip Thomas Ross KC 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
Good Morning Britain (STV bulletins) 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
Lord Advocate denies favouring First Minister Tough questions are expected at First Minister's 
questions later over the Lord advocate's decision to give John Swinney details of charges related to 
Peter Murrell. Yesterday Dorothy Bain KC denied giving political advantage to the SNP, but the 
Scottish Conservatives say it smacks of corruption. 
STV News 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
 

Heart Scotland 
 
Lord Advocate denies favouring First Minister The Scottish Conservatives leader has called on 
Scotland's top prosecutor to consider her position. Lord Advocate Dorothy Bain says sending details 
of an embezzlement charge against excess SNP Chief Peter Murrell to the First Minister was about 
reminding the Scottish Government to restrict its comments, and that's done on a case by case 
basis. John Swinney refused to explain why the information was sent to his office a month ago, and 
says he's unable to comment on a live investigation. 



Heart Scotland Clip Dorothy Bain (Lord Advocate) 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
 

 
:: Top Scottish stories online and PA 
 
 

BBC Scotland 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

• Scotland's top law officer not considering position over Murrell memo 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

STV News 

• Lord Advocate denies giving First Minister ‘political advantage’ in Murrell case 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

PA Mediapoint 
• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

• Lord Advocate denies giving First Minister ‘political advantage’ in Murrell case 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
:: Newspaper front pages 
 

• Scotland's papers: Lord advocate accused and net zero threatened 
 

 
:: NEWSPAPER REVIEW 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

• The Daily Express: The row involving Scotland’s Lord Advocate informing the First Minister 

about the SNP chief executive Peter Murrell’s court case. 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

• The Herald: Exchanges yesterday in Holyrood around the Lord Advocate. 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

• BBC Scotland website: Scotland’s top law officer not considering position over Murrell memo. 

 

• [redacted – out of scope of request] 
 

 

:: Press Summary For Scottish Government (Provided by Press Data) 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2r775777eo
http://news.stv.tv/
https://news.stv.tv/politics/lord-advocate-denies-giving-first-minister-political-advantage-in-murrell-case
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx24vjg1dr7o


Media Coverage for 19 February 2026 

First Minister 

Top lawyer in row over Murrell case tip-off 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p6 News, Scottish. Jacob Freedland. 
SCOTLAND'S top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping off John Swinney about the 
details of the embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief 
law officer has denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing 
information with the first minister about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola 
Sturgeon's husband. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

SCOTS LAW CHIEF: I'M NOT CORRUPT 'It undermines trust in Lord Advocate's office ... 
any remnants of neutrality are in ruins' 
Daily Mail - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Tom Gordon and Michael Blackley. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor was last night forced to deny being 'corrupt' after she tipped off John 
Swinney about criminal charges against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Lord Advocate's role must be independent 
Daily Mail - 19/02/2026  
p16 News, Scottish. 
THE Lord Advocate was positively indignant. 

Swinney knew of Murrell charges early 
i - 19/02/2026  
p9 News. Rachel Keenan and Neil Pooran. 
Scotland's First Minister, John Swinney, has admitted that he was given details of the charge 
against the former Scottish National Party chief executive Peter Murrell before it was made public. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

LORD ADVOCATE ACCUSED OF 'CORRUPTION' OVER MURRELL MEMO 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. David Walker. 
THE Lord Advocate last night faced mounting pressure as the row over her tipping off the First 
Minister about Peter Murrell's court case deepened. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 



FM'S LAW CHIEF: I AM NOT CORRUPT 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
TOP prosecutor Dorothy Bain KC was yesterday forced to deny being "corrupt" for tipping off John 
Swinney about secret details of the £460,000 SNP fraud case. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

"On what planet is this not political interference?" 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
THE Lord Advocate yesterday faced an onslaught at Holyrood over her secret briefing to John 
Swinney on the Peter Murrell fraud case. 

Question dodger Swinney a 'robot' 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
THE First Minister was yesterday branded "Robot John" - after he refused six times to answer 
questions on the Lord Advocate row. 

SHOWDOWN PROVES SIZE OF SNP MESS 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 Comment, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
YOU know there is a crisis when the Lord Advocate comes before Holyrood to answer an urgent 
question. 

Alert for 'victims' not true 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
CLAIMS that the Lord Advocate's tip to John Swinney was merely "victim notification" have been 
rubbished. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Dismal Dot 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p10 Editorial, Scottish. 
LORD Advocate Dorothy Bain KC has made a staggering error by handing secret details on the 
high-profile Peter Murrell court case to John Swinney. See p. 4 story. 

Bain denies giving FM 'advantage' on Murrell charges 
Metro - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Craig Stuart. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor has denied giving 'political advantage' to John Swinney when she 
told the first minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

Murrell case row sees Lord Advocate defiant 
The Herald - 19/02/2026  
p1 News. Josh Pizzuto-pomaco. 
THE Lord Advocate has denied claims of political corruption after it emerged she shared details of 
the ongoing legal case against Peter Murrell with First Minister John Swinney. 



 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Lord Advocate denies 'corruption' in Murrell note row 
The Scotsman - 19/02/2026  
p12 News. David Bol . 
The Lord Advocate has denied "corruption" after refuting claims she handed the SNP a political 
advantage after it was revealed she updated John Swinney on the criminal case relating to former 
party chief executive Peter Murrell. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

I reject any suggestion I am corrupt 
Daily Record - 19/02/2026  
p6 News. Chris McCall. 
SCOTLAND'S top law officer has denied being "corrupt" or handing John Swinney a "political 
advantage" by briefing him on the criminal case against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Murrell case details not advantage to FM - Bain 
Press & Journal - 19/02/2026  
p16 News. Katrine Bussey, Craig Paton and Rachel Keenan. 
Scotland's most senior prosecutor has denied giving "political advantage" to John Swinney when 
she told the first minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief 
law officer has denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing 
information with the first minister about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola 
Sturgeon's husband. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Corporate 

Top lawyer in row over Murrell case tip-off 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p6 News, Scottish. Jacob Freedland. 
SCOTLAND'S top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping off John Swinney about the 
details of the embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 



Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief 
law officer has denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing 
information with the first minister about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola 
Sturgeon's husband. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

LORD ADVOCATE ACCUSED OF 'CORRUPTION' OVER MURRELL MEMO 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. David Walker. 
THE Lord Advocate last night faced mounting pressure as the row over her tipping off the First 
Minister about Peter Murrell's court case deepened. 

"On what planet is this not political interference?" 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
THE Lord Advocate yesterday faced an onslaught at Holyrood over her secret briefing to John 
Swinney on the Peter Murrell fraud case. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

SHOWDOWN PROVES SIZE OF SNP MESS 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 Comment, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
YOU know there is a crisis when the Lord Advocate comes before Holyrood to answer an urgent 
question. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Murrell case details not advantage to FM - Bain 
Press & Journal - 19/02/2026  
p16 News. Katrine Bussey, Craig Paton and Rachel Keenan. 
Scotland's most senior prosecutor has denied giving "political advantage" to John Swinney when 
she told the first minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Law Officers 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Top Scottish lawyer in row over SNP 'tip-of' 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. 



Scotland's top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping ofJohn Swinney about the 
details of the embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Top lawyer in row over Murrell case tip-off 
Daily Telegraph - 19/02/2026  
p6 News, Scottish. Jacob Freedland. 
SCOTLAND'S top lawyer is facing "corruption" allegations after tipping off John Swinney about the 
details of the embezzlement charge against Nicola Sturgeon's former husband. 

Law chief: I didn't help SNP over Murrell case 
The Times - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Daniel Sanderson. 
Daniel Sanderson Scottish Political Editor John Boothman Political Correspondent Scotland's chief 
law officer has denied giving "clear political advantage" to John Swinney as she defended sharing 
information with the first minister about key details of the embezzlement case facing Nicola 
Sturgeon's husband. 

SCOTS LAW CHIEF: I'M NOT CORRUPT 'It undermines trust in Lord Advocate's office ... 
any remnants of neutrality are in ruins' 
Daily Mail - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Tom Gordon and Michael Blackley. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor was last night forced to deny being 'corrupt' after she tipped off John 
Swinney about criminal charges against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

Lord Advocate's role must be independent 
Daily Mail - 19/02/2026  
p16 News, Scottish. 
THE Lord Advocate was positively indignant. 

Swinney knew of Murrell charges early 
i - 19/02/2026  
p9 News. Rachel Keenan and Neil Pooran. 
Scotland's First Minister, John Swinney, has admitted that he was given details of the charge 
against the former Scottish National Party chief executive Peter Murrell before it was made public. 

LORD ADVOCATE ACCUSED OF 'CORRUPTION' OVER MURRELL MEMO 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. David Walker. 
THE Lord Advocate last night faced mounting pressure as the row over her tipping off the First 
Minister about Peter Murrell's court case deepened. 

Time to end this conflict of interest on law chief 
Daily Express - 19/02/2026  
p12 Editorial, Scottish. 
AN extraordinary day at Holyrood yesterday saw the Lord Advocate forced to deny allegations that 
she is "corrupt". 

FM'S LAW CHIEF: I AM NOT CORRUPT 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p1 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
TOP prosecutor Dorothy Bain KC was yesterday forced to deny being "corrupt" for tipping off John 
Swinney about secret details of the £460,000 SNP fraud case. 

"On what planet is this not political interference?" 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  



p4 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
THE Lord Advocate yesterday faced an onslaught at Holyrood over her secret briefing to John 
Swinney on the Peter Murrell fraud case. 

Question dodger Swinney a 'robot' 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
THE First Minister was yesterday branded "Robot John" - after he refused six times to answer 
questions on the Lord Advocate row. 

SHOWDOWN PROVES SIZE OF SNP MESS 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 Comment, Scottish. Mark McLaughlin. 
YOU know there is a crisis when the Lord Advocate comes before Holyrood to answer an urgent 
question. 

Highflyer helped to nail Tobin 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. 
LORD Advocate Dorothy Bain has been a trailblazer throughout her legal career. 

Alert for 'victims' not true 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. Chris Musson. 
CLAIMS that the Lord Advocate's tip to John Swinney was merely "victim notification" have been 
rubbished. 

HOW ROW UNFOLDED 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p5 News, Scottish. 
Timeline of events, from March 2025 to February 2026. 

Dismal Dot 
The Sun - 19/02/2026  
p10 Editorial, Scottish. 
LORD Advocate Dorothy Bain KC has made a staggering error by handing secret details on the 
high-profile Peter Murrell court case to John Swinney. See p. 4 story. 

Bain denies giving FM 'advantage' on Murrell charges 
Metro - 19/02/2026  
p4 News, Scottish. Craig Stuart. 
SCOTLAND'S top prosecutor has denied giving 'political advantage' to John Swinney when she 
told the first minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

Murrell case row sees Lord Advocate defiant 
The Herald - 19/02/2026  
p1 News. Josh Pizzuto-pomaco. 
THE Lord Advocate has denied claims of political corruption after it emerged she shared details of 
the ongoing legal case against Peter Murrell with First Minister John Swinney. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 

Lord Advocate denies 'corruption' in Murrell note row 
The Scotsman - 19/02/2026  



p12 News. David Bol . 
The Lord Advocate has denied "corruption" after refuting claims she handed the SNP a political 
advantage after it was revealed she updated John Swinney on the criminal case relating to former 
party chief executive Peter Murrell. 

I reject any suggestion I am corrupt 
Daily Record - 19/02/2026  
p6 News. Chris McCall. 
SCOTLAND'S top law officer has denied being "corrupt" or handing John Swinney a "political 
advantage" by briefing him on the criminal case against Nicola Sturgeon's estranged husband. 

Murrell case details not advantage to FM - Bain 
Press & Journal - 19/02/2026  
p16 News. Katrine Bussey, Craig Paton and Rachel Keenan. 
Scotland's most senior prosecutor has denied giving "political advantage" to John Swinney when 
she told the first minister details of the charge that his party's former chief executive is facing. 

 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 

 
 
[redacted] 

Media Monitor | Media Monitoring Unit 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
e: [redacted] 

  



Document 36 

 

Communications  
Media Monitoring Unit 
This Morning’s News 
Thursday 19th February 2026  
 
:: Broadcast headlines from 7 am 
 

 
 
[Remainder of document 36 is duplicate of previous document 35 – removed 
to avoid repetition] 
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Document 37 

 

From: [redacted] 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:55 
To: Sean McGivern; First Minister; Lord Advocate; [redacted]; Minister for 

Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Cc: Solicitor General; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate; Colin Troup; Emily 

Mackintosh; Colin McAllister; Ross Ingebrigtsen; [redacted]; Helen Scott; 
[redacted]; Julie Grant; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Craig French; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald; Director of Justice; 
[redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government 

Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
Thanks Sean. We’ll let them know. 
 
[redacted] 
 
From: Sean McGivern  
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:49 
To: [redacted]; First Minister ; Lord Advocate ; [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and 
Veterans  
Cc: Solicitor General ; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate ; Colin Troup ; Emily Mackintosh ; Colin 
McAllister ; Ross Ingebrigtsen ; [redacted]; Helen Scott ; [redacted]; Julie Grant ; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Craig French ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald ; Director of Justice ; [redacted]; 
Solicitor to the Scottish Government  
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
Agree, we have nothing to add. The minister was clear.  
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:48 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Minister 
for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot> 
Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Colin Troup <Colin.Troup@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [redacted] Helen Scott 
<Helen.Scott@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Solicitor to the 
Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
Thanks [redacted], we’ll issue those. 

 
On a related issue, a reporter from the Telegraph has asked if we would like to add anything 
further to the exchanges between Mr Dey and Douglas Ross at Topical Questions earlier. He has 
the additional comment from Mr Ross below. 
 
SpAds might have views, but comms suggest we advise we have nothing further to add to what 
the Minister said in the Chamber. 
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Thanks, 
 
[redacted] 
 
Speaking after the exchange, Mr Ross said: “This was pure evasion from an SNP minister who 
was carrying the can for this corrupt government. 
 
“The public will find it hard to believe that Graeme Dey was able to get a categorical reassurance 
from his colleagues and the army of civil servants over the last few days that they had no 
discussions whatsoever around the postponement of this hearing. 
 
“He also clearly didn’t want to admit that the SNP breathed a collective sigh of relief at hearing this 
news.  
 
“They were dreading the prospect of an election campaign being dominated by headlines and 
questions about the alleged behaviour of their disgraced former chief executive. 
 
“Scots deserve an explanation as to why this case which was first reported in 2021 against Nicola 
Sturgeon’s husband will now not be dealt with until after she is no longer an MSP after May’s 
election.”  
 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:44 
To: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; [redacted]; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Colin Troup <Colin.Troup@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [redacted]  Helen Scott 
<Helen.Scott@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
Hi all, 
 
The First Minister is content. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
See www.lobbying.scot 
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From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:26 
To: [redacted]; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Colin Troup <Colin.Troup@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Helen Scott 
<Helen.Scott@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
[redacted] 
 
The Lord Advocate is content with these lines. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
PS to the Lord Advocate 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 17 February 2026 17:18 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Colin Troup <Colin.Troup@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Helen Scott 
<Helen.Scott@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald 
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Solicitor to the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot> 
Subject: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
FMPO 
PO/Lord Advocate 
 
We’ve been approached by the Sun regarding Operation Branchform. Specifically, we’ve been 
asked about a note that was shared with FM’s office related to the case and have been asked the 
following: 
 
1. Who else saw the minute? 
2. Does the Lord Advocate routinely share details of indictments with the First Minister, and when 
was the last time she did so? 
3. What did Mr Swinney do with the information in the minute? 
 
The query appears to stem from the attached FOI. Please see below media enquiry in full, 
including Conservative comment we’ve been asked to respond to.  
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Comms and SpAd advice is to reissue the agreed line given this is a live case.  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“It would not be appropriate for the Scottish Government to comment on live criminal 
proceedings.”  

 
Grateful if both POs could confirm if the First Minster and Lord Advocate are content for the line to 
reissue. Please note The Sun has asked for a response by 7pm. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 

News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications  
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted]| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
 

www.gov.scot/news  

MEDIA QUERY 
 
We're aware that on January 19, the Lord Advocate informed the First Minister that the charge 
against Peter Murrell was that he had embezzled £459,046.49 from the Scottish National Party, 
and that he had been indicted on January 19. 
 
The alleged embezzlement amount was not due to be made public until February 20, 33 days later 
(though ultimately, the Scottish Sun revealed the amount on February 12/13). 
 
On January 19, shortly after the Lord Advocate's briefing in a "minute" to the First Minister, the 
Crown Office issued a statement to the media confirming the February 20 date scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing but said: "The prosecution service has no further information or guidance to 
provide at this point." 
 
The First Minister was therefore given additional and significant information about the case - the 
£459,046.49 figure - which was not public and not due to be public for another 33 days. 
 
We understand the Lord Advocate's briefing was shared (around half an hour after she sent it) with 
the First Minister's chief of staff Colin McAllister and the First Minister's principal private secretary. 
Other officials/special advisers were also offered sight of it later that day. 
 
The following quote has been provided by the Scottish Conservatives in relation to this: 
 
"There appears to be no good reason as to why the Lord Advocate should issue John Swinney 
with a private warning about the alleged scale of the SNP fraud case - while the public are told the 
bare minimum. 
“This extraordinary revelation suggests something is rotten at the heart of the relationship between 
John Swinney and Scotland’s independent prosecution chief, who remains a member of his 
cabinet. 
“Yes, Nicola Sturgeon’s husband is on trial, but that’s got nothing to do with John Swinney, so it’s 
hard to understand why he should get special treatment from the Crown Office. 
“If the Scottish Sun had not revealed key details of the case, then nobody other than the First 
Minister and his advisers would be aware of the vast scale of the alleged embezzlement. 

www.gov.scot/news


“And the paying public would have been kept in the dark until after the crucial Scottish Parliament 
election on May 7.” 
 
Would you like to respond to the Tory comment? And can we ask: 
 
1. Who else saw the minute? 
2. Does the Lord Advocate routinely share details of indictments with the First Minister, and when 
was the last time she did so? 
3. What did Mr Swinney do with the information in the minute? 
 
Our deadline is 7pm. 

  



Document 38 

From: [redacted] 
Sent: 17 February 2026 18:14 
To: Sean McGivern; [redacted]; First Minister; Lord Advocate; Minister for 

Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Cc: Solicitor General; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate; Colin Troup; Emily 

Mackintosh; Colin McAllister; Ross Ingebrigtsen; [redacted]; Helen Scott; 
[redacted]; Julie Grant; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Craig French; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; Anna Donald; Director of Justice; 
[redacted]; Solicitor to the Scottish Government 

Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: The Sun - FM/ Lord Advocate 
 
Thanks all.  
 
For awareness, please see below the line issued by COPFS. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
 

The following is attributable to a spokesperson for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service: 
 
"The Lord Advocate provided the First Minister with an update to ensure it was understood 
she was not involved in the case, that it was active for contempt of court, and therefore it 
should not be commented upon. 
 
"This message was sent formally after the indictment had been served in order to form part 
of the record and ensure transparency in due course. 
 
"Once an indictment has been served on an accused it stands to become public at any 
point." 
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From: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:10 
To: Ruth Charteris; PS/Solicitor General; PS/Lord Advocate 
Cc: Solicitor General; Lord Advocate 
Subject: RE: TO CONSIDER: Query for Official Report 
Attachments: Official Report - Urgent Question  Section - 18.02.26.pdf 
 
Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Completed 
 
Lord Advocate and Solicitor General 
 
Please find attached a copy of the Official Report.  
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
Crown Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh  
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 
 
The COPFS National Enquiry Telephone Number is: 0300 020 3000. 
 
From: Ruth Charteris  
Sent: 19 February 2026 09:24 
To: PS/Solicitor General ; PS/Lord Advocate  
Cc: Sol Gen Gov ; LA Gov  
Subject: FW: TO CONSIDER: Query for Official Report 
 
[redacted] 
 
From: Dorothy Bain [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 08:53 
To: LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Cc: SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; Ruth Charteris [redacted] 
Subject: RE: TO CONSIDER: Query for Official Report 
 
[redacted] 
 
DRB 
 
From: Craig.Hancock@gov.scot <Craig.Hancock@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:34 
To: Dorothy Bain [redacted] 
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Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; Ruth Charteris [redacted] 
Subject: TO CONSIDER: Query for Official Report 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
Lord Advocate,  
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
Tel: [redacted] 
 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: OfficialReport <Official.Report@parliament.scot>  
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted] 
 
Subject: Query for Official Report 
 
Good Evening, Lord Advocate. 
 
I’m one of the Scottish Parliament’s official reporters, and I’m currently working on a section of this 
evening’s urgent question. [redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks and kind regards 
 
[redacted] 
Official Reporter | Scottish Parliament Official Report 
My working days are Tuesday to Friday 
 
**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error please 

delete it and do not share its contents. 

**********************************************************************  
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
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attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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From: Dorothy Bain [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 13:33 
To: Lord Advocate 
Cc: Solicitor General; Ruth Charteris 
Subject: RE: TO CONSIDER: Query for Official Report 
 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of LordAdvocate@gov.scot 
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:34 
To: Dorothy Bain  
Cc: LordAdvocate@gov.scot; SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot; Ruth Charteris  
Subject: TO CONSIDER: Query for Official Report 
 
This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments or click links if 
you do not recognise the sender. 
 
Lord Advocate,  
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
Tel: [redacted] 
 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: OfficialReport <Official.Report@parliament.scot>  
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted] 
 
Subject: Query for Official Report 
 
Good Evening, Lord Advocate. 
 
I’m one of the Scottish Parliament’s official reporters, and I’m currently working on a section of this 
evening’s urgent question. [redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks and kind regards 
 
[redacted] 
Official Reporter | Scottish Parliament Official Report 
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My working days are Tuesday to Friday 
 
**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error please 

delete it and do not share its contents. 

**********************************************************************  
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 19 February 2026 14:02 
To: OfficialReport; Lord Advocate 
Cc: [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Query for Official Report 
 

Good afternoon [redacted] 
[redacted]  
 

Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 

Deputy Private Secretary  

Law Officers Private Office 

25 Chambers Street 

Edinburgh 

EH1 1LA 
[redacted]  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
. 
From: OfficialReport  
Sent: 18 February 2026 18:17 
To: Lord Advocate  
Cc: [redacted] 
Subject: Query for Official Report 
 
Good Evening, Lord Advocate. 
 
I’m one of the Scottish Parliament’s official reporters, and I’m currently working on a section of this 
evening’s urgent question. [redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
 
Thanks and kind regards 
 
[redacted] 
Official Reporter | Scottish Parliament Official Report 
My working days are Tuesday to Friday 
**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error please 

delete it and do not share its contents. 

**********************************************************************  
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From: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:54 
To: Lord Advocate 
Subject: FW: Query re Official Report 
Attachments: Official Report - Urgent Question  Section - 18.02.26.pdf; OfficialReport - 

18.02.26.pdf 
 
Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Completed 
 
Categories: [redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 

Sent: 19 February 2026 10:52 
To: PS/Lord Advocate  
Cc: PS/Solicitor General ; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; [redacted]; Stephen McGowan ; 

[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 

Subject: Re: Query re Official Report 
 
[redacted] 

 
Including [redacted]in this email. 

 
[redacted] 

 
John 
 

 
From: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 19 February 2026 10:16 AM 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 

Cc: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk>; PS/Solicitor General 
<PSSolicitorGeneral@copfs.gov.uk>; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk> 
Subject: Query re Official Report  
 
Good morning 
 
Please find attached a copy of the urgent question section or the official report. 
 
[redacted] 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
Crown Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh  
EH1 1LA 
[redacted] 
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The COPFS National Enquiry Telephone Number is: 0300 020 3000. 
 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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From: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 19 February 2026 11:43 
To: Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
Cc: PS/Lord Advocate 
Subject: FW: Transcript request - Tommy Ross interview 
Attachments: Tommy Ross transcript Feb 19.docx 
 
Categories: No action required, Colin 
 
Hey Colin, 
 
Per your request. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted]  
 
[redacted]  
Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
Crown Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh  
EH1 1LA 
[redacted]  
 
The COPFS National Enquiry Telephone Number is: 0300 020 3000. 
 
From: PS/Lord Advocate  
Sent: 19 February 2026 11:05 
To: [redacted]; Media Relations  
Cc: PS/Lord Advocate  
Subject: Transcript request - Tommy Ross interview 
 
Hello 
 
Would you happen to be able to get a copy of the transcript of the interview given by Tommy Ross 
KC this morning on the radio? 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted]  
 
[redacted]  
Deputy Private Secretary  
Law Officers Private Office 
Crown Office 
25 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh  
EH1 1LA 
[redacted]  
 
The COPFS National Enquiry Telephone Number is: 0300 020 3000. 



 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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Tommy Ross, Radio Scotland Breakfast February 19. 
 
Geissler: First row a couple of days ago. Douglas Ross was complaining about the timing. He 
says it stinks. How common in law is it for a case to be put back? 
TR: It is extremely common. In fact, you could probably say that preliminary hearings are more 
commonly postponed at the first stage than actually go ahead. There is nothing unusual about it at 
all. I have also made the point that if there was anything suspicious about it, the prosecution had 
the option of indicting the case for September/August, June/July August, which would have been 
after the election so it’s a strange way to go about it if there was any way set up, you know, to 
indict it before the election. And then to agree, as I understand it at the request of the defence, I’m, 
not sure of any interest in the timing of the election at the request of the defence to postpone it 
until after the election. 
MG: Right, that was Monday/Tuesday’s row. Superseded by another row yesterday about this 
memo which the Lord Advocate has sent to the First Minister. John Swinney was told about the 
charge against Peter Murrell before the rest of us learned about it. Again, pretty extreme criticism 
of that. Talk about political corruption. Calls for the LA to resign. What do you make of that? 
TR: I thought it was an absolute disgrace. The current Lord Advocate has practised at the Scottish 
Bar for 40 years. She has had a stellar career, she is trusted by every practising lawyer and every 
judge in the country. And for her to be accused of corruption without a shred of evidence to 
support it was one of the most shameful episodes I’ve seen in that building and I hope that now 
everything calms down and that the Scottish Conservatives are big enough to apologise for 
making that slur. Because being trusted is the most important thing for every lawyer in the country. 
And for somebody who is trusted to be accused in some way of dishonesty I thought was 
shameful. 
MG: She may be trusted by every lawyer but she’s clearly not trusted by every politician. If you 
think they are wrong in what they are saying here, do you think they are wilfully wrong? 
TR: I think it’s obvious that that’s what they are doing. They are playing for votes, there’s an 
election coming up. She has two jobs actually: she is the head of the prosecution service, she is 
also the chief advisor to the government and in her role as principal legal advisor to the 
government she advised the First Minister of an important stage in the proceedings, anticipating 
that he would be asked questions, and reminding him that where there are live legal proceedings, 
you need to be careful about what you say about it. That’s what she did. She went along and in a 
few minutes she explained and was then subjected for 25 minutes to cross-examination, 
displaying a lack of understanding of the process at some stages and also giving people an 
opportunity to sully a reputation that she has spent 40 years building up. 
MG: But what she has to do is be absolutely meticulous in her transparency. Did she need to give 
John Swinney all of the details that were in that memo? Did she need to give him the figure? 
TR: It’s probably strictly not necessary but was it a surprise? I mean the figure was disclosed as I 
remember it when Mr Murrell appeared at Edinburgh Sheriff Court in March of last year regarding 
the ballpark figure. There has been widespread speculation in newspapers as to the figure. I don’t 
know what political advantage – maybe somebody can explain this to me.  When the figure was 
already out there in terms of his first appearance what political advantage Mr Swinney did obtain 
by receiving the exact figure. 
MG: Maybe we can turn that on its head and ask what political advantage the opposition gained 
by that? Do they have an argument that the LA, the chief prosecutor in the country, should also 
have a political position. You can see why that becomes problematic? 
TR: 100%. I think every lawyer would agree that it was a very bad idea drafting the Scotland Act in 
the way it was drafted. It’s a casualty of the Scotland Act that the Lord Advocate was made part of 
the government. That was a Labour Act of Parliament at Westminster and ironically she was 
dragged along to Parliament to answer a question, as I understand it, posed by a Labour politician 
when it was the Labour Party who were responsible for putting the Lord Advocate in that position 
by drafting the Scotland Act in a way that gave the Lord Advocate this dual function. 



MG: You are a robust defender of the LA, certainly in this interview, should her political role be 
stripped away? 
TR: I’m very anxious not to personalise it to Dorothy Bain but certainly…to be fair to Joanna 
Cherry, who was a member of Parliament, she actually introduced a Private Members Bill at 
Westminster because the Scotland Act was Westminster legislation and in general thought, which I 
agree with, it will probably take Westminster legislation to amend it. The SNP, having put in their 
election manifesto in 2021 that they would address this subject essentially gave it to an academic 
to do as report which hasn’t been seen many years on. When Joanna Cherry introduced it at 
Westminster, as I understand it, she got very little support for the proposal which she made which 
was to deal with this very issue and it just withered on the vine. Everybody agrees that it has to be 
done, but it’s not Dorothy Bain’s fault that it hasn’t been done. And it seems grossly unfair that she 
should be pilloried in public for the fact that the politicians have failed to sort this subject out. 
GM: So what should happen now? 
TR:  There would have to be legislation in Westminster instead of this performative rubbish that we 
saw in Holyrood yesterday. Why don’t they get serious about it and get round the table and sort it 
out. 
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From: [redacted] on behalf of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:34 
To: [redacted]; First Minister; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; 

Solicitor General; Lord Advocate 
Cc: Permanent Secretary; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; Helen Webster; Craig 

French; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home 
Affairs 2024; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell; Colin McAllister; John 
Webster; Emily Mackintosh; DG Education & Justice; Michael Chalmers; First 
Minister FMQs; [redacted]; Kerry Morgan; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive; John Logue; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 

Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
Attachments: Letter to Lord Advocate.pdf 

 
Thanks [redacted] 

 
Please see attached correspondence from Mr Sarwar to the Lord Advocate. [redacted] 

 
[redacted] 

 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 

T: [redacted] | M: [redacted]  | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:23 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Hi 
 
Please find attached a suggested answer and briefing as requested. [redacted] 
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I understand there is a query on who may answer the urgent question. Nonetheless, I am sending 
round the briefing given timescales. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 

 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:56 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; [redacted] 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
And senior PD colleagues to be aware. 
 
[redacted]  
Head of Sponsorship and Strategy 
Police Powers, Strategy & Sponsorship Unit 
Police Division 
 
He/him. Available by MS Teams or mobile [redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] > On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:38 
To: [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; [redacted]  

Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs 
<FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
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Adding FMQ team. 
 
[redacted]  

Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
Mobile: [redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:36 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; [redacted] 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette 
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Adding Perm Sec and Michael Chalmers 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:33 
To: [redacted] 
Cc: Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen 
Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home 
Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Solicitor General 
<SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary 
Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent Question - 18 February 
Importance: High 
 
Hi [redacted], 

 
Please note that that the Presiding Officer has selected the undernoted urgent question for today 
from Michael Marra. 
 

• To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will provide details of 
the reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the charges against 
Peter Murrell with the First Minister and whether any further information regarding 
the case has been made available to ministers or special advisers. 

 
Mr Dey will be answering this question on behalf of the Government. We expect it to be taken 
towards the end of the day (i.e. 1710-1720), but we will let you know if that changes as that is a 
decision for the Presiding Officer to make. 
 
Can we please receive an initial draft answer and briefing by 1.30pm please. 
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Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
[redacted] | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
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Document 46 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of First Minister 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:47 
To: Lord Advocate 
Cc: Permanent Secretary; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; Helen Webster; Craig 

French; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister; John Webster; Emily Mackintosh; DG 
Education & Justice; Michael Chalmers; First Minister FMQs; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan; [redacted]; [redacted]; Rachael Weir; Tom Macleod; PS Crown Agent and 
Chief Executive; John Logue; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; 
Jeanette Campbell; [redacted]; First Minister; Minister for Parliamentary Business 
and Veterans; Solicitor General 

Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 

 
[redacted] 

 
As discussed grateful for a trawl can be carried out to capture previous instances where the Lord 
Advocate has updated the First Minister on cases such as this since becoming FM. Also helpful to 
include example of former FMs being updated and pre this case (before 2022). 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] 

Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
Mobile: [redacted] 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 

request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the 

Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 

www.lobbying.scot for information 

 
From: Jeanette Campbell  
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:39 
To: [redacted]; First Minister ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; Solicitor General ; Lord 
Advocate  
Cc: Permanent Secretary ; Director of Justice ; Anna Donald ; Helen Webster ; Craig French ; [redacted]; 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 ; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister ; John Webster 
; Emily Mackintosh ; DG Education & Justice ; Michael Chalmers ; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; John Logue ; 
[redacted] ; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Separating Question from briefing 
 
Back now thanks  
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:23 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
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Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive <PSCA-
CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Hi 
 
Please find attached a suggested answer and briefing as requested. [redacted] 

I understand there is a query on who may answer the urgent question. Nonetheless, I am sending 
round the briefing given timescales. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 
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Document 47 

 
From: Colin McAllister 
Sent: 18 February 2026 15:26 
To: [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans; Jeanette Campbell; 

Solicitor General 
Cc: Permanent Secretary; Director of Justice; Anna Donald; Helen Webster; Craig 

French; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; John Webster; Emily Mackintosh; DG Education & Justice; 
Michael Chalmers; First Minister FMQs; [redacted]; Kerry Morgan; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive; John Logue; 
[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister; [redacted]; Lord Advocate 

Subject: Re: Urgent Question - 18 February 

 
That is correct. 
 
C 
 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 3:17:44 pm 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; Jeanette Campbell ; Solicitor General  
Cc: Permanent Secretary ; Director of Justice ; [redacted]; [redacted]; Craig French ; [redacted]; Cabinet 

Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 ; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister ; John Webster ; Emily 

Mackintosh ; DG Education & Justice ; Michael Chalmers ; First Minister FMQs ; [redacted]; Kerry Morgan ; 

[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief Executive ; John Logue ; 

[redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister ; [redacted]; Lord Advocate  

Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 15:18 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief 
Executive <PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Thanks [redacted]. 

 
Can I check the basic SG response will be “no need for a statement, Urgent Question will be/has 
been answered by the Lord Advocate on this issue”? [redacted] 

 
Cheers 
 
[redacted] 

Head of Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit 
Criminal Justice Division 
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Room GW, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Scottish Government 
 
*Contactable by email, MS Teams and on [redacted] * 

 
 
From: [redacted] > On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:58 
To: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Minister for Parliamentary Business and 
Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot> 
Cc: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; Craig French <Craig.French@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Kerry 
Morgan <Kerry.Morgan@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; PS Crown Agent and Chief 
Executive <PSCA-CE@copfs.gov.uk>; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted]; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question - 18 February 
 
Hi [redacted], 

 
Thank you for your help with all of this. As you know from the other chain, the Lord Advocate will 
now be responding to this Urgent Question. 
 
However, we do now know that Douglas Ross has lodged an amendment to the Business Motion 
that will be taken at decision time today, which adds a statement to tomorrow titled “Lord Advocate 
Private Briefing to the First Minister on the Charges Against Peter Murrell”: 
 
Title: Business Programme 

 
Motion Text:  

As an amendment to motion S6M-20826 in the name of Graeme Dey (Business Programme), after “That the 
Parliament agrees—” insert—  

“(za) the following revision to the programme of business for Thursday 19 February 2026— 

delete 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

and insert 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Lord Advocate Private Briefing to the First Minister on the Charges Against Peter 

Murrell”. 
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Can we therefore ask that the UQ answer, briefing etc, is adapted to support Mr Dey to respond to 
this please? Mr Ross will speak to his amendment, and then Mr Dey will have up to 3 minutes to 
respond. We therefore only require a short briefing note. 
 
Happy to discuss if helpful. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
[redacted]; | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
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Document 48 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:21 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: Lord Advocate; Solicitor General 
Subject: Urgent question 
 
 
To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will provide details of the 
reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the charges against Peter Murrell 
with the First Minister and whether any further information regarding the case has been 
made available to ministers or special advisers 
 

[redacted] 
 
PS to the Lord Advocate 

  



Document 49 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 16:02 
To: PS/Lord Advocate; PS/Solicitor General; Lord Advocate; Solicitor General 
Subject: Urgent question 
Attachments: Urgent question.docx 
 
Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Completed 
 
Categories: [redacted] 

 
[redacted] 

 
PFA the draft response. [redacted] 

 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any 
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, 
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
Unless expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This message has been checked 
for the presence of computer viruses. Visit www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the 
Department.  
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Document 50 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:26 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: [redacted]; Lord Advocate; Solicitor General 
Subject: FW: Urgent Statement Request 

 
FYI 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:24 
To: Lord Advocate ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; First Minister  
Cc: Solicitor General ; Jeanette Campbell ; Colin McAllister ; John Webster ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: Urgent Statement Request 
 
Hi all, 
 
Please note that we have now been informed that the Presiding Officer has selected the 
undernoted urgent question for today from Michael Marra. 
 

• To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will provide details of 
the reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the charges against 
Peter Murrell with the First Minister and whether any further information regarding 
the case has been made available to ministers or special advisers. 

 
Mr Dey is content to answer this question on behalf of the Government and we will suggest that it 
is taken towards the end of the day (i.e. 1710-1720).  
 
I will keep everyone here in copy to our commission to Justice Officials for answer and briefing. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 

T: [redacted] E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 11:26 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Statement Request 
 
[redacted], 
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FYI – will come back to you [redacted] shortly. 

 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
From: [redacted] > On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 10:30 
To: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Urgent Statement Request 
Importance: High 
 
Hi all, 
 
Please see below urgent statement request we have received from the Conservatives just now. 
 
Can Mr Dey receive urgent views on whether we should accept or decline the request please, and 
if declining, lines to take. Grateful for this information early today please (1pm). 
 
We would also expect this matter to be raised in the chamber at decision time today, when the 
Business Motion is being voted on so Mr Dey will need to respond in the chamber too. 
 
Grateful if someone can confirm this is being picked up please. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 

T: [redacted] E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 10:20 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans <ministerpbv@gov.scot> 
Cc: Business Team <Business.Team@parliament.scot>; Eagle T (Tim), MSP 
<Tim.Eagle.MSP@Parliament.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
<MinisterPBV@gov.scot>; Presiding Officers <PresidingOfficers@parliament.scot>; Rennie W (Willie), MSP 
<Willie.Rennie.msp@parliament.scot>; Slater L (Lorna), MSP <Lorna.Slater.MSP@Parliament.scot>; 
Whitfield M (Martin), MSP <Martin.Whitfield.MSP@Parliament.scot> 
Subject: Urgent Statement Request 
 
Dear Minister and team, 
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Tim would like to pass on a request for an urgent statement from the Lord Advocate following reports of a 
special private briefing to the First Minister on the charges relating to Peter Murrell almost a month before 
they were made public.  
 
The statement could report on exactly what happened, why and further elaborate on the Lord Advocate’s 
role in this matter. Given this request relates to two Scottish Government members in their interactions with 
each other regarding process, there should not be any concerns regarding the live proceedings against Mr 
Murrell.  
 
Best regards, 
 
[redacted]  
Head of Parliamentary Business 
Whips Office | Tim Eagle MSP 

[redacted]  

**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error please 

delete it and do not share its contents. 

**********************************************************************  
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Document 51 

 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Lord Advocate 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:33 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General; Lord Advocate 
Subject: FW: Urgent Statement Request 
 
Importance: High 

 
For discussion 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:16 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; Lord Advocate ; First Minister ; [redacted]; Helen 
Webster ; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General ; Jeanette Campbell ; Colin McAllister ; John Webster ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: Urgent Statement Request 
Importance: High 

 
HI all, 
We have received below response from the Parliament when letting them know that Mr Dey would 
be responding today. 
[redacted]  

Thanks, 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
T: [redacted] | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 12:24 
To: Lord Advocate ; Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; First Minister  
Cc: Solicitor General ; Jeanette Campbell ; Colin McAllister ; John Webster ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: Urgent Statement Request 
 
Hi all, 
 
Please note that we have now been informed that the Presiding Officer has selected the 
undernoted urgent question for today from Michael Marra. 
 

• To ask the Scottish Government whether the Lord Advocate will provide details of 
the reasons for her reportedly sharing confidential details of the charges against 
Peter Murrell with the First Minister and whether any further information regarding 
the case has been made available to ministers or special advisers. 

 
Mr Dey is content to answer this question on behalf of the Government and we will suggest that it 
is taken towards the end of the day (i.e. 1710-1720).  
 
I will keep everyone here in copy to our commission to Justice Officials for answer and briefing. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-parliamentary-business/
mailto:MinisterPBV@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/


Thanks, 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 

T: [redacted] E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

  

https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-parliamentary-business/
mailto:MinisterPBV@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/


Document 52 

 
 
From: [redacted] on behalf of Solicitor General 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:29 
To: Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
Subject: FW: Urgent Statement Request 
 
Importance: High 
 
Categories: Colin 

 
FYI 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Solicitor General 
Tel: [redacted] 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
Sent: 18 February 2026 13:16 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans ; Lord Advocate ; First Minister ; [redacted]; Helen 
Webster ; [redacted] 
Cc: Solicitor General ; Jeanette Campbell ; Colin McAllister ; John Webster ; Emily Mackintosh  
Subject: RE: Urgent Statement Request 
Importance: High 

 
HI all, 
We have received below response from the Parliament when letting them know that Mr Dey would 
be responding today. 
[redacted]  

Thanks, 
[redacted]  
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans – Graeme Dey MSP 
T: [redacted] | E: MinisterPBV@gov.scot 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

  

https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-parliamentary-business/
mailto:MinisterPBV@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/


Document 53 
 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 14:26 
To: Media Summaries 
Subject: This Lunchtime's News - Thursday 19th February 2026 
Attachments: This Lunchtime's News - Thursday 19th February 2026 FINAL.docx 

 

Broadcast Summaries 
 

First Minister 
 
Findlay repeats corruption attack on lord advocate Scottish conservative leader Russell Findlay 
has doubled down on his accusations of corruption against the Lord Advocate Dorothy Bain KC, 
speaking at Holyrood a short time ago, he said Scotland's top law officer had exercised gross 
misjudgement over a memo she sent to John Swinney about criminal accusations against former 
SNP chief executive, Peter Murrell. The First Minister accused Mr. Findlay of talking contemptible 
rubbish, and said he had full confidence in Ms. Bain. Speaking yesterday, the Lord Advocate firmly 
rejected accusations of corruption and conferring any advantage. 
Radio Scotland        Clip                              First Minister 
                               Report                          Jenni Davidson 
                               Clip                              Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
                               Clip                              First Minister 
                               Clip                              Anas Sarwar MSP (Scottish Labour) 
                               Clip                              First Minister 
Rep Scotland          Report                          Phil Sim 
                               Clip                              Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
                               Clip                              First Minister 
STV News               Clip                              Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
                               Clip                              First Minister 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
[redacted] 

Media Monitor | Media Monitoring Unit 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
[redacted] 

  



Document 54 
 

Communications 
Media Monitoring Unit 
This Lunchtime’s News 
Thursday 19th February 2026 
 

 

BBC Scotland 
• Tories urged to apologise for lord advocate corruption claim 

 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 
STV News 

• Lord Advocate denies giving First Minister ‘political advantage’ in Murrell case 

• Swinney vows to respect court 'independence' amid Murrell charge questions 
 

[redacted – out of scope] 

 
 
Broadcast Summaries 
 

First Minister 
 
Findlay repeats corruption attack on lord advocate Scottish conservative leader Russell 
Findlay has doubled down on his accusations of corruption against the Lord Advocate Dorothy 
Bain KC, speaking at Holyrood a short time ago, he said Scotland's top law officer had exercised 
gross misjudgement over a memo she sent to John Swinney about criminal accusations against 
former SNP chief executive, Peter Murrell. The First Minister accused Mr. Findlay of talking 
contemptible rubbish, and said he had full confidence in Ms. Bain. Speaking yesterday, the Lord 
Advocate firmly rejected accusations of corruption and conferring any advantage. 

BBC Radio 
Scotland 

BBC 
Reporting 
Scotland 

STV News Clyde One 
(Bauer) 

Heart 
Scotland 
(Global) 

BBC  
Radio 4 
Today 

[redacted for 
publication] 

Findlay repeats 
corruption attack 
on lord advocate 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

Findlay repeats 
corruption attack 
on lord advocate  

[redacted for 
publication] 

Findlay repeats 
corruption attack 
on lord advocate 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

[redacted for 
publication] 

    

 [redacted for 
publication] 

    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgjzlzqpwd5o
http://news.stv.tv/
https://news.stv.tv/politics/lord-advocate-denies-giving-first-minister-political-advantage-in-murrell-case
https://news.stv.tv/politics/john-swinney-vows-to-respect-court-independence-amid-peter-murrell-charge-questions


Radio Scotland Clip  First Minister 
   Report Jenni Davidson 
   Clip  Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
   Clip  First Minister 
   Clip  Anas Sarwar MSP (Scottish Labour) 
   Clip  First Minister 
Rep Scotland Report Phil Sim 
   Clip  Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
   Clip  First Minister 
STV News  Clip  Russell Findlay MSP (Scottish Conservatives) 
   Clip  First Minister 
 
 
[redacted – out of scope] 
 


