Document 1 — Email Chain - Sensitive: Note from the Lord Advocate

From: PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk>

Sent: 20 March 2025 12:43

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; PS/Lord Advocate <PSLordAdvocate@copfs.gov.uk>;
PS/Solicitor General <PSSolicitorGeneral@copfs.gov.uk>

Subject: Sensitive: Note from the Lord Advocate
PS/First Minister,

Please find attached a note to the First Minister from the Lord Advocate. | would be
most grateful if this could be brought to his attention at your earliest convenience.

Many thanks,
[REDACTED]
PS to the Lord Advocate

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient, please destroy the e-mail, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return. Correspondents should note that all
communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service may be
automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. Unless
expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not
necessarily reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This
message has been checked for the presence of computer viruses. Visit
www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the Department.



http://www.copfs.gov.uk/

Document 2 — Note from the Lord Advocate

From: Lord Advocate
20 March 2025

First Minister
OPERATION BRANCHFORM

Priority and Purpose

1. IMMEDIATE: This minute provides an update on Operation Branchform. Peter
Murrell has appeared at Edinburgh Sheriff Court today on a charge of embezzling
funds from the Scottish National Party.

Recommendation
2. Recommends that you note the update.

Operation Branchform

3. As you will be aware there has been an ongoing investigation in relation to the
use of funds by the Scottish National Party. There is a longstanding tradition that
Law Officers are not involved in the decision making in relation to cases involving
politicians such as this case. These cases are investigated by professional
prosecutors from Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and reported for
decision by Crown Counsel.

4. Police Scotland charged Peter Murrell with embezzlement and reported him to
the procurator fiscal for consideration of prosecution on 23 May 2024. Nicola
Sturgeon MSP and Colin Beattie MSP were both interviewed under caution by
the police as part of their investigation. On August 2024 police sought advice and
guidance from the procurator fiscal in relation to their investigation.

5. The procurator fiscal has been carrying out an investigation which is a normal
and important part of the Crown’s investigation into a serious case. Independent
Crown Counsel have now reached a decision in the case.

Crown Counsels’ Decision
6. Crown Counsel have decided that Peter Murrell should appear on petition at
Edinburgh Sheriff Court charged with embezzling over £460,000 from the SNP.

7. A petition appearance is the first formal step taken in court proceedings in
relation to a serious crime. A petition appearance is a private hearing before the
sheriff to which the public are not admitted. There is no opportunity at the petition
stage to plead guilty or not guilty to a charge. A further period of investigation will
now follow before Crown Counsel consider whether to indict.

8. Nicola Sturgeon MSP and Colin Beattie MSP were not reported to the procurator
fiscal for prosecution. Crown Counsel have considered the police request for



advice in relation to them and consider the police were right not to report them for
prosecution. The police will now communicate that information to them.

Contempt of Court
9. The case against Peter Murrell is subject to the Contempt of Court Act 1981
which has the effect of preventing discussion about the details of the offence lest

it prejudice future proceedings.

Lord Advocate
20 March 2025



