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11 February 2026 

  
Thank you for taking the time to write to me and for setting out so clearly the serious 
concerns you hold regarding recent comments made in the Chamber. I am grateful to you for 
raising these issues directly, and I recognise the impact that such commentary can have, not 
only on organisations, but on the communities and individuals you support. 

 
I want to be clear that I recognise and value the vital role that third sector organisations play 
in advancing equality, dignity and human rights across Scotland. Organisations supporting 
trans people, the wider LGBTQI+ community, and women and girls carry out work that is 
grounded in expertise, community connection and a deep commitment to improving lives. 

 
I note the points you raise in relation to funding, and I want to reiterate our position previously 
set out by the Minister for Equalities, Kaukab Stewart MSP. As she made clear earlier this 
year, the Scottish Government " is and will remain committed to supporting all LGBTQI+ 
people in Scotland" including through continued support for LGBTQI+ organisations via the 
Equality and Human Rights Fund, through which we are providing funding of over £1.1 million 
to organisations working to promote LGBTQI+ equality in Scotland in 2026 to 2027. That 
commitment reflects the importance we place on ensuring that marginalised voices continue to 
be heard, particularly at a time of uncertainty, and on the vital role that this funding plays in 
supporting community wellbeing and improving lives. I am clear about the value of that 
investment and the difference it makes. 

 
While I fully respect the right of MSPs to free speech within the Chamber, I also believe that 
political debate must be conducted responsibly. The Scottish Government has consistently 
sought to approach discussion on LGBTQI+ equality and women's rights in a way that is 
evidence-led, compassionate and grounded in the rule of law. It is important that debate is 
conducted responsibly and with an awareness of the real-world impact that polarised or 
inaccurate commentary can have on minority communities and on the organisations that 
support them. 
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I am grateful for your willingness to meet, and I would very much welcome the opportunity to do 
so. I would be keen for a visit to be arranged, at a location of your choosing, which would allow 
time for two things that I consider equally important: the opportunity to speak with you directly 
and privately about your experiences and to visit organisations supported by Scottish 
Government funding, so that I can hear first-hand from community members. 

 
Scottish Government officials will be in touch to finalise arrangements. 

 
Thank you again for writing, and for the work you continue to do. I look forward to meeting 
you. 

 
 
 
 

I 
 
 

JOHN SWINNEY MSP 
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EMAIL TRAWL FOI 202600507518 
 
ASK 
Could you supply all documentation held by the Scottish Government, including 
correspondence sent and received (including internal), minutes/notes from meetings, 
briefing, analysis, to/from or mentions Scottish Trans from the last month? 
 
Email 1 – email containing links to letter to Scottish Trans and submisstion 
from Scottish Trans to Committee 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 13 February 2026 10:29 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;[redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director of 
Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SSI - Hate Crime 
 
Widening the copy-list – grateful if this list could be used if responding. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Criminal Justice Division  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 13 February 2026 10:12 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SSI - Hate Crime 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Please find attached a draft response for the Cabinet Secretary to send to the 
Criminal Justice Committee on the Equality Network/Scottish Trans’ submission 
(reattached for ease of reference).   
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It would be helpful if the covering email could ask that if any further submissions are 
received by the Committee where a Scottish Government response would be helpful, 
these could be directed to the Cab Sec’s office. 
 
Happy to discuss 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Criminal Justice Division  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
 
Email 1 attachment 1 – letter from Cabinet Secretary to the Criminal Justice 
Committee in response to the Equality Network/Scottish Trans’ submission 
 
s.25(1) Information otherwise accessible. See following link:  
 
https://www.parliament.scot/~/media/committ/12636/Paper-2--Background-Briefing 
 
Email 1 attachment 2 – submission from the Equality Network/Scottish Trans’ 
to the Criminal Justice Committee 
 
s.25(1) Information otherwise accessible. See following link:  
https://www.parliament.scot/~/media/committ/12636/Paper-2--Background-Briefing 
 
 
Email 2 – email chain between SG and Scottish Trans 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]equality-network.org>  
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:23 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)], 
 
 
[redacted section 30(c)] 
 
Please do let me know if you have any questions, [redacted section 30(c)] 
 
All the best, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot   
Sent: 17 February 2026 15:48 

https://www.parliament.scot/%7E/media/committ/12636/Paper-2--Background-Briefing
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To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)], 
 
I am pretty free this afternoon, just give me the time? 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] Population Health Strategy and Improvement Division I 
Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 3DG 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]equality-network.org  
Sent: 17 February 2026 15:42 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Hoping to still have everything safely with you for tomorrow – but is there any chance 
we could find a quick time to talk before I send things over, just about a couple of 
questions that I have? 
 
I can do today before the end of the day, or I can do between 1-3 tomorrow, if either 
might work for you? 
 
Thanks very much, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot   
Sent: 11 February 2026 10:06 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
My apologies, I had in my head an end-of-year report form. [redacted section 30(c)] 
 
[redacted section 30(c)] 
 
Hope this helps. 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] Population Health Strategy and Improvement Division I 
Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 3DG 
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From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>  
Sent: 11 February 2026 09:01 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 30(c)] 
 
[redacted section 30(c)] 
 
Thanks very much, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Sent: 10 February 2026 08:43 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Glad all is fine and resolved. 
 
Yes, next Wednesday would be great [redacted section 30(c)] 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] Population Health Strategy and Improvement Division I 
Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 3DG 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>  
Sent: 10 February 2026 08:37 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Not to worry – I had totally forgotten you were going off on annual leave! All ok now  
 
[redacted section 30(c)] 
 
[redacted section 30(c)] 
 
Thanks very much, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
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From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot   
Sent: 09 February 2026 15:29 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
I am so sorry, I am just back from annual leave today and managed to get down to 
your email! Would you still like to have a quick catch up? I can do today after 4:30 or 
tomorrow 10:00 – 12:30 or after 14:00? 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] Population Health Strategy and Improvement Division I 
Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 3DG 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org  
Sent: 28 January 2026 14:47 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
That’s great thanks. And if you did have a spare five minutes tomorrow I’d really 
appreciate it! 
 
All the best, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Sent: 23 January 2026 17:31 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Subject: RE: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
 
Thank you [redacted section 38(1)(b)], all is in order. Now receipted and it should be 
in the account in next few days. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] Population Health Strategy and Improvement Division I 
Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 3DG 
  
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org  
Sent: 23 January 2026 16:51 
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To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Schedule 2 Quarter 3 - Scottish Trans Lived Experience Coordinator 
  
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
  
Please find attached the Schedule 2 claim form and corresponding excel 
spreadsheet of expenditure for our Q3 claim of this grant. As usual, please do let me 
know if you have any questions or spot any issues. 
  
Also – I wondered if I might be able to arrange a quick five or ten minute call with you 
as soon as your able to? Nothing serious, will just be much quicker to discuss over 
the phone than via email! 
  
All the best, 
  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 

 
Scottish Trans 
30 Bernard Street 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6PR 
Telephone: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
www.scottishtrans.org 
 
 
Email 2 attachment 1 – Scottish Trans Schedule 2 claim form 
Not released under s.30c. 
 
Email 2 attachment 2 - Scottish Trans Excel spreadsheet of expenditure for our 
Q3 claim of this grant 
Not released under s.30c. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Email 3 – email containing letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 
to Scottish Trans  dated 9 February  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for 
Social Justice 2024 
Sent: 09 February 2026 09:48 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; [redacted 
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section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Subject: Letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice - 9 February 2026 
 
Good morning,  
 
Please find attached a letter from Shirley-Anne Somerville, Cabinet Secretary for 
Social Justice. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG  
E: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot 
 
Email 3 attachment 1 – Letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 9 
February  
Attached separately 
 
 
Email 4 – email to Scottish Trans inviting them to attend a meeting 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; 
Sent: 11 February 2026 09:53 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot;  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-
network.org>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@stonewallscotland.org.uk; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@leapsports.org 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Just to confirm I can also attend. 
 
All the best, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot   
Sent: 11 February 2026 09:49 
 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk; 
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[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@stonewallscotland.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scotSubject:  
RE: Invitation to meet with the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and 
Minister for Equalities - Thursday 26 February - 15:45-16:45 
 
Morning [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks a lot for confirming, no problem at all – [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] | LGBTQI+ Equality [redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 

 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>  
Sent: 10 February 2026 11:15 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@stonewallscotland.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: Re: Invitation to meet with the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 
and Minister for Equalities - Thursday 26 February - 15:45-16:45 
 
Hi there [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
I will be there, thank you. [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 

 
  
Equality Network 
30 Bernard Street 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6PR 
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Telephone: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
  

 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot   
Sent: Monday, February 9, 2026 14:40 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbthealth.org.uk; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@stonewallscotland.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@leapsports.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: Invitation to meet with the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and 
Minister for Equalities - Thursday 26 February - 15:45-16:45  
  
Dear Stakeholders, 
  
Following the bi-Monthly meeting on the 28 January 2026 and the laying of the SSI 
relating to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act, it was agreed that a 
dedicated meeting with yourselves and the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and 
Minister for Equalities would be beneficial to further the conversation and understand 
the implications associated with this.  
  
On behalf of the LGBTQI+ team, we would therefore like to invite you to a meeting 
with the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and Minister for Equalities on Thursday 
26 February 15:45-16:45 currently scheduled to take place in person at Saint 
Andrews House, Edinburgh.  
  
The session will provide an opportunity for Ministers to outline the purpose and 
scope of the proposed SSI, gather your views and address any questions or 
considerations. 
  
We would be grateful if you could confirm your attendance by close Monday 16 
January. If you have any initial comments or issues you would like noted in advance, 
please feel free to share these ahead of the meeting.  
  
We are also aware that Equality Network and Scottish Trans have submitted a joint 
letter to the Cabinet Secretary on 3 February. A separate response will be provided 
to this and the points raised will help frame the discussion at the meeting.  
  
Thank you for your continued engagement and we look forward to your participation. 
Many Thanks,  
  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] | LGBTQI+ Equality | Directorate for Equality, 
Inclusion and Human Rights  
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
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Email 5 – Email from Private Office with letter from LGBT Orgs dated 9 
February, the response dated 17 February  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 17 February 2026 15:47 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Director, Tackling Child Poverty and Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human 
Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for confirming. Could we please offer 9-10am on Thursday, 19th March in 
Edinburgh? The letter to the organisations has now issued – attached for your 
records. 
 
[redacted section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
Happy to chat about any of this! 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b]| Office of the First Minister | [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Email 5 attachment 1 – FM letter to LGBT Orgs dated 11 February 2026 
Attached separately  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 February 2026 11:02 
To:From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 17 February 2026 15:47 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
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Director, Tackling Child Poverty and Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human 
Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Further to my email below, the signatories have confirmed that either Edinburgh or 
Glasgow can be accommodated.  
 
Grateful if we can proceed with whichever location aligns best with FM’s diary 
availability. 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]| LGBTQI+ Policy Team | Directorate for Equality, 
Inclusion and Human Rights 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 February 2026 17:27 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Equalities 
<MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Director, Tackling Child Poverty and Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human 
Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team <[redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)],  
 
Thank you for confirming. 
 
I’ve been in touch with the letter signatories to agree their preferred location and am 
currently awaiting confirmation from them.  
 
I’ll let you know the location as soon as I have it so diary options can be identified. 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
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[redacted section 38(1)(b)] | LGBTQI+ Policy Team | Directorate for Equality, 
Inclusion and Human Rights 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister  
Sent: 16 February 2026 11:38 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Equalities 
<MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Director, Tackling Child Poverty and Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human 
Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team <[redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
FM has confirmed he is content to undertake the proposed visit/meeting. I’ll get the 
letter signed and issued this week. Could you confirm the likely location (ie 
Edinburgh/Glasgow?), so that we can identify time in the diary? 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]| Office of the First Minister | [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 12 February 2026 09:47 
To: Minister for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Director, Tackling Child Poverty and Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for 
LGBTQI+ Equality Team [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
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[redacted section 30 (b) (ii)] 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] | LGBTQI+ Policy Team | Directorate for Equality, 
Inclusion and Human Rights 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Equalities 
Sent: 06 February 2026 14:39 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Director, Tackling Child Poverty and 
Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 30 (b) (ii)] 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – Kaukab Stewart MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
 
Email: MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot  
From [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 03 February 2026 11:46 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Director, Tackling Child Poverty and 
Social Justice <DirectorTCPSJ@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
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section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter to the First Minister from Equality Network, Scottish Trans, 
Engender and LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
First Minister/PO,  
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice/PO, 
 
The First Minister received a joint letter from third sector organisations expressing 
concern about recent Chamber comments relating to their work, funding and role in 
supporting trans people, the wider LGBTQIA+ community, and women and girls. The 
correspondence highlights the impact of such commentary on organisations and 
communities, and calls for clearer public defence of the Scottish Government’s 
funding model and the role of third sector organisations. 
 
The organisations have requested engagement with the First Minister to discuss the 
issues raised and to highlight the importance of their work and the impact of Scottish 
Government funding. 
 
[redacted section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
 
Email 5 attachment 2 – letter from LGBT orgs to First Minister dated 3 February 
Attached separately  
 
Email 6 – emails arranging meeting with FM and LGBT orgs 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 19 February 2026 11:26 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Meeting with First Minister and Equality Network, Scottish Trans & 
LGBT Youth 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
That’s great, thank you. One question from me just so we can settle on a venue as 
quickly as possible – how many people are likely to be attending from Scottish 
Government? 
 
Thanks very much, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
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From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot   
Sent: 19 February 2026 11:24 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@engender.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Meeting with First Minister and Equality Network, Scottish Trans & 
LGBT Youth 
 
Hi all,  
 
Thank you for confirming, I’m really pleased you’re all able to attend. 
 
Also glad to hear that you will share details on the Edinburgh location as soon as you 
can as that will allow me to confirm the 08.30 start with Private Office to ensure we 
get the full 1.5 hours.  
 
I’ll send a calendar invite shortly for 2 March 2026 at 1pm, in line with the availability 
below, so we can discuss formatting and arrangements in more detail. 
 
And many thanks to [redacted section 38(1)(b)] and [redacted section 38(1)(b)] for 
reaching out to community members in advance of the meeting, that’s very much 
appreciated and will help shape a meaningful discussion. 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]  
LGBTQI+ Policy Team | Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk>  
Sent: 18 February 2026 17:01 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@engender.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: Re: Meeting with First Minister and Equality Network, Scottish Trans & 
LGBT Youth 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Thank you for this. I can confirm that I’m happy to attend from 08:30 to 10:00. 
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I can make the morning of the 26th or the afternoon of the 2nd work for a pre-call as 
well. 
 
Best wishes, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
www.lgbtyouth.org.uk 
 
Why I share my pronouns | Join our mailing list 
Making Scotland the best place for LGBTQ+ young people to flourish and 
thrive 
https://lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefriday/ 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@engender.org.uk> 
Date: Wednesday, 18 February 2026 at 15:48 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@engender.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: Re: Meeting with First Minister and Equality Network, Scottish Trans & 
LGBT Youth 
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Just to confirm I can make March 19th from 8.30-10am.  
 
Happy to follow the lead on prep from [redacted section 38(1)(b)] and [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]. I can contribute whatever you all think would be most useful.  
 
Warm regards  
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org> 
Sent: 18 February 2026 15:20 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@engender.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Meeting with First Minister and Equality Network, Scottish Trans & 
LGBT Youth  
 
Hi [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
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Thanks very much for your email. We ([redacted section 38(1)(b)]and I) can definitely 
make that time. [redacted section 30(b) (i)] 
 
[redacted section 30(b)(i)] 
 
We’ll of course be starting to do that soon, so perhaps something at the end of next 
week ([redacted section 38(1)(b)] and I are available 9-1 on Thursday 26th) or early 
the week after ([redacted section 38(1)(b)]and I are available pretty much any time 
on Monday 2nd, which feels surprising) might work? 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 18 February 2026 14:52 
 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@lgbtyouth.org.uk; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@engender.org.uk; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
 
Subject: Meeting with First Minister and Equality Network, Scottish Trans & LGBT 
Youth 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I hope you are all well. 
 
You will have now received correspondence in response to your letter issued to the 
First Minister. 
 
[redacted section 30(b)(i)]  
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] LGBTQI+ Policy Team | Directorate for Equality, 
Inclusion and Human Rights 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
 
Email 7 – email from Scottish Parliament with submission from Scottish Trans 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 February 2026 16:32 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 
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38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] < 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: SSI - Hate Crime 
Hi all 
The Criminal Justice Committee have written to us seeking the Government’s views 
on a submission made to them by Scottish Trans/the Equality Network about the SSI 
to add sex to the Hate Crime Act (see attached) 
I’d be grateful if you could let us have any comments on the draft response by close 
Thursday 12 Feb [redacted section 30 (b)(i)] 
Happy to discuss 
Thanks 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]| [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Criminal Justice Division  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 February 2026 14:49 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SSI - Hate Crime 
 
Hi 
[redacted section 30 (b)(i)] 
Thanks 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Criminal Justice Division  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 February 2026 17:09 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: Fw: SSI - Hate Crime 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]/ [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Please see attached a submission for which the Committee has requested a 
response. Further details below.  
Happy to help.  
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From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@Parliament.scot> 
Sent: Friday, February 6, 2026 4:38 pm 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @parliament.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@parliament.scot> 
Subject: SSI - Hate Crime 
 
Dear [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 
I hope you are well! I’m getting in touch about the SSI on the Hate Crime and Public 
Order (Scotland) Act 2021 (Characteristic of Sex) (Amendment and Transitional 
Provisions) Regulations 2026. As you know, the Committee are planning to consider 
it on 25 February. 
 
We have received this submission from Scottish Trans and are planning to publish it 
as part of our papers. I was wondering if you might pass this on to relevant 
colleagues? It would be really helpful if the Committee could have a written response 
to it before the session with the Cabinet Secretary. For this to be published with the 
papers, we would need it by lunchtime on Friday 20 February. 
 
We are not anticipating any further submissions but I can let you know if that 
changes. 
I hope you have a good weekend when it comes! 
Very best, 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Criminal Justice Committee 
My working pattern is [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
E: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]Parliament.scot 
 
 
Email 7 attachment 1 – submission from the Equality Network/Scottish Trans’ 
to the Criminal Justice Committee 
s.25(1) Information otherwise accessible. See following link:  
https://www.parliament.scot/~/media/committ/12636/Paper-2--Background-Briefing 
 
Email 7 Attachment 2 - Letter to CSSJ on SG decision to lay SSI on adding 
'sex' to HCPOA with biological sex definition from April's Supreme Court ruling 
- Equality Network and Scottish Trans to Cab Sec - 3 February 2026 
Attached separately  
 
 
Email 8 – letter from LGBT orgs to Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and 
response 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On 
Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
Sent: 09 February 2026 09:49 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] <[redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; Cabinet 

https://www.parliament.scot/%7E/media/committ/12636/Paper-2--Background-Briefing
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Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; Minister for 
Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Victims and Community 
Safety 2024 <MinisterforVCS@gov.scot>; SGLD Head of Equalities and Social 
Justice Branch <SGLDHeadofEqualitiesandSocialJusticeBranch@gov.scot>; 
Communications Justice and Home Affairs 
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; Communications Social 
Justice Housing <CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>;  [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] < 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Letter about Scottish Government's decision to lay SSI on adding 'sex' 
to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 20201 using the "biological sex" 
definition from April's Supreme Court ruling 
 
This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This 
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG 
records management policy. 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
I can confirm this correspondence has issued following the Cabinet Secretary’s 
clearance. There was one amendment, reflected in the issued version. 
 
Please see attached for your records. 
 
Kind regards, 
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[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG  
E: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot 
 
Email 8 Attachment 1 – Letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice – 9 
Feb 
Attached separately  
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 05 February 2026 14:49 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 ; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
; Minister for Equalities ; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024 ; 
Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024 ; SGLD Head of Equalities and 
Social Justice Branch ; Communications Justice and Home Affairs ; Communications 
Social Justice Housing  [redacted section 38(1)(b)] DG Education & Justice ; Director 
of Justice ; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights ; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]; DL for LGBTQI+ Equality Team ; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Letter about Scottish Government's decision to lay SSI on adding 'sex' 
to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 20201 using the "biological sex" 
definition from April's Supreme Court ruling 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
Please see attached draft response for the Cabinet Secretary in relation to the 
stakeholder letter.  
 
[redacted section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
Do let us know if you would like any amendments to the letter.  
 
If you would prefer this is put through the MiCase system please add in and assign 
to me to complete it from our side.  
 
Kind regards,  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
E-mail: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
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Email 8 Attachment 2 –Draft Letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Social 
Justice draft letter.  
S29(1) (a) – development of policy  
 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] <[redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> On 
Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
Sent: 03 February 2026 12:23 
To: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; Minister for Equalities 
<MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 
2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024 
<MinisterforVCS@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; SGLD Head of Equalities and Social Justice Branch 
<SGLDHeadofEqualitiesandSocialJusticeBranch@gov.scot>; Communications 
Justice and Home Affairs <CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; 
Communications Social Justice Housing 
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>;  [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; 
Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and 
Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]<redacted section 
38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)] <[redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 
38(1)(b)] < [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]<[redacted 
section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>; [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Letter about Scottish Government's decision to lay SSI on adding 'sex' 
to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 20201 using the "biological sex" 
definition from April's Supreme Court ruling 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], colleagues 
 
Please find attached correspondence from the Equality Network and Scottish Trans. 
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I would be grateful for advice regarding a response.  
 
I note the correspondence requests a meeting, and PO have previously advised on 
the Cabinet Secretary and Ministers’ availability separately to yourself. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)]– Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG  
E: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot 
 
 
From: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)]@equality-
network.org>  
Sent: 03 February 2026 12:00 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <cabsecforsj@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted section 38(1)(b)]< [redacted section 38(1)(b)] @equality-network.org> 
Subject: Letter about Scottish Government's decision to lay SSI on adding 'sex' to 
the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 20201 using the "biological sex" 
definition from April's Supreme Court ruling 
 
Dear Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, 
 
Please find attached a letter from myself and [redacted section 38(1)(b)]regarding 
the Scottish Government’s recent decision to lay an SSI on adding ‘sex’ to the Hate 
Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021 using the “biological sex” definition from 
April’s Supreme Court ruling in the case of For Women Scotland vs. Scottish 
Ministers.  
 
As we mention in our letter, we would be very grateful for the opportunity to discuss 
this matter with you in more detail. 
 
All the best, 
 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 

 
Scottish Trans 
30 Bernard Street 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6PR 
Telephone: [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
www.scottishtrans.org 
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Email 8 attachment 3 – Letter to Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice from 
LGBT Orgs dated 3 February  
Attached separately   



Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 
Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP 

 
F/T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 
 
 
 
 

[redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
Equality Network and Scottish Trans 
Email: [redacted section 
38(1)(b)]@equality-network.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 February 2026 
 

Dear [redacted section 38(1)(b)] and [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
 

Thank you for your letter of 3 February 2026 regarding the Scottish Government’s decision 
to lay a Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI) to add “sex” as a characteristic under the Hate 
Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021, and to define that characteristic as “biological 
sex”. 

 
I note the concerns you have raised in relation to both the technical aspects of this decision 
and the wider messaging surrounding it. 

 
Rather than addressing these points in correspondence at this stage, I have instructed my 
office to prioritise arrangements for a meeting in which to discuss the matters you have 
raised. The issues set out in your letter will inform the structure of that discussion, and I 
would welcome any further observations you may wish to provide in advance of the meeting. 

 
You will shortly receive an invitation to attend a session on 26 February, along with other 
LGBTQI+ stakeholders, issued by the relevant policy colleagues. 

 
I look forward to the opportunity to discuss this further with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 

www.lobbying.scot 

 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
www.gov.scot 

 

  

mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.gov.scot/
http://www.gov.scot/


 
 

   
   
Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP  
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice  
Scottish Government  
St Andrew’s House  
Regent Road  
Edinburgh  
EH1 3DG  
CabSecforSJ@gov.scot   

3rd February 2026 

 

Dear Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, 

We’re getting in touch to express our serious concerns with the Scottish 
Government’s decision to proceed with laying an SSI to add ‘sex’ as a 
characteristic to the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021, 
and to define that characteristic as “biological sex”.  

As you know, we have concerns over both some technical aspects of the 
definition, and the overall message that this decision sends about the 
Scottish Government’s direction of travel following April’s Supreme Court 
ruling in For Women Scotland vs. Scottish Ministers. 

In particular we think that the SSI is potentially outwith powers because 
of the impact that it has on the definition of the existing ‘sexual 
orientation’ characteristic in the Act, and that the definition fundamentally 
contradicts the existing definition of ‘variations in sex characteristics’  in 
the Act. 

In addition, in our view the choice to use a “biological sex” definition, 
defined in line with April’s Supreme Court ruling, runs completely counter 
to the Scottish Government’s reassurances 
that the government does not want to extend the effects of April’s 
Supreme Court ruling into areas of policy and law that it does not 

directly affect. We think that this is a clear example of exactly that.  



In fact, it is our view that choosing to write “sex = biological sex”, and to 
define that as “sex at birth”, into the face of legislation for the first time – 
something resisted by the UK Government in the recent Data (Use and 
Access) Act 2025 – runs completely counter to Scotland’s previous well-

deserved reputation for being the UK leader on LGBTI+ equality.  

We will be sharing information in the coming days with our communities 
about the SSI, which will include highlighting our serious concerns. We 
appreciate that you had intended to attend the recent LGBTQIA+ 
stakeholder meeting to discuss this with us, but that you were unable to 
due to last minute changes in the parliamentary timetable. We’d very 
much welcome the opportunity to have that discussion at your earliest 
possible convenience. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CABINET SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE  
MINISTER FOR EQUALITIES 
MEETING WITH LGBTQI+ Stakeholder Bi-monthly 

 

 

What LGBTQI+ Stakeholder Bi-monthly 

When Wednesday 28 January, 14:00-16:00 
(You will attend from 14:00-14:30) 

Where Teams: Join the meeting now  

Who 

[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] LGBT Youth Scotland  
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Scottish Trans  
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Equality Network  
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] LGBT Health and Wellbeing  
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] LGBT Health and Wellbeing (tbc) 
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] LEAP Sport Scotland  
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] LEAP Sport Scotland (tbc) 
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Stonewall (tbc) 

Why 

Please note this is an officials’ regular engagement with stakeholders. The 
Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI) to add Sex as a characteristic to hate crime 
legislation will be laid in the Scottish Parliament. You will join for the first part of 
the meeting, to engage with LGBTQI+ stakeholders, and address concerns 
relating to the SSI and the approach taken to define Sex  

Key 
messages [Redacted section 30(b)(i)] 

Official 
support 

[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Equality Division 
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Equality Division 
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Criminal Law and Licensing  
[Redacted section 38(1)(b)] Mainstreaming and Inclusion  

Main 
objective [Redacted section 30(b)(i)] 

Annexes  
Annex A – Background and Summary of Approach  
Annex B – Speaking note  
Annex C – Q&A  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CABINET SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE  
MINISTER FOR EQUALITIES 
MEETING WITH LGBTQI+ Stakeholder Bi-monthly 

 

ANNEX A 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021  
 
[Redacted section 29(1)(a)] 
[Redacted section 30(b)(i)] 
 
 
Parliamentary Procedure 
 
The SSI was laid in Parliament on 28 January 2026.  It is subject to affirmative 
procedure.  This means that it will be assigned to a lead Committee who will have a 
period of 40 days within which to produce a report on the SSI and make a 
recommendation to Parliament as to whether to support the SSI. 
 
It is a matter for the lead Committee (expected to be the Criminal Justice Committee) 
to decide how they will go about taking evidence.  It is open to anyone who has 
views on the SSI to make representations to that Committee.   
 
Affirmative SSIs then go to a vote of the whole Parliament.  If passed, this SSI will 
come into effect on 5 April 2027.  This is intended to allow Justice agencies including 
Police Scotland, COPFS and SCTS time to make the necessary changes to systems 
and ensure staff have been trained. 
 
LGBTQI+ Stakeholder concerns  
 
On 4 September 2025 the Equality Network and Scottish Trans wrote to Ministers to 
express a range of concerns in relation to the approach taken to define the 
characteristic of Sex. The Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs met them 
on 30 October to discuss this letter.  
 
In this, they state their views which in sum are that the definition of “sex” used in the 
SSI is:  

o Unnecessary and not required by the Supreme Court ruling; 
o Technically flawed, potentially altering the meaning of other 

characteristics covered by the Hate Crime Act like sexual orientation; 
o Incompatible with existing provisions for intersex people and variations 

in sex characteristics; and 
o Harmful to trans people’s rights and recognition under the Gender 

Recognition Act (GRA). 
 
The Equality Network proposed two alternative approaches to drafting, one of which 
aligned with the GRA, including a person's self-identified sex, and one based on a 
person's sex at birth, while seeking to avoid using terminology from the Supreme 
Court judgment which they considered problematic.  
 
Redacted section 30(b)(i)]    
     
 

 



CABINET SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE  
MINISTER FOR EQUALITIES 
MEETING WITH LGBTQI+ Stakeholder Bi-monthly 

 

 
ANNEX B 

 
Speaking note 
 
[Redacted section 25] 
 

 
ANNEX C 

 
Q&A 
 
[Redacted section 30(b)(i)] 



  
  

LGBTQI+ Equality Stakeholder Bi-monthly Meeting 
 

Chaired By: [Redacted section 38] 
 

28 January 2026 14:00 – 16:00 
 

Agenda 
 

Joining Instructions: Meeting link 
 

 
No.  Item  

1. [14:00]  Welcome and Minutes/Actions (5 mins)  
  

2. [14:05]  Update on Hate Crime SSI (30 mins) 
  

3. [14:35] SG Updates (30 mins) 
 
- Equality and Human Rights Fund 
- LGBTQI+ Equality Team focus for 2026 
- Priorities for LGBTQI+ Equality 2026 onwards – stakeholders to 

outline key areas of work 
  

Comfort break if needed (5 mins)  
4. [15:10]  Stakeholder updates (35 mins)   
5. [15:45]  AOB (5 mins)  
6. [15:50]  Close 
                    
 



LGBTQI+ Stakeholder Bi-Monthly Meeting  
28 January 2026 14:00-16:00 
 
Attendees 
Scottish Government (SG) 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], Criminal Law and Licensing 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], Mainstreaming and Inclusion 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], LGBTQI+ Equality 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], LGBTQI+ Equality 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], LGBTQI+ Equality 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], LGBTQI+ Equality 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)], LGBTQI+ Equality 
 
Stakeholders 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – Scottish Trans  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – Equality Network  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – LGBT Health and Wellbeing 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – LEAP Sport Scotland  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – LEAP Sport Scotland 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – Stonewall  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
Apologies 
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – LGBT Youth Scotland  
[redacted section 38(1)(b)] – LGBT Health and Wellbeing  
Shirley-Anne Somerville, Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 
Kaukab Stewart, Minister for Equalities 
 
Minutes 
 

1. [redacted section 38(1)(b)] introduced the meeting and provided an update on 
the team’s structure following the arrival of new staff to the LGBTQI+ 
Equalities team.  
 

2. The minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 
 

3. Apologies were received from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and 
Minister for Equalities who were due to attend for a section of the meeting but 
were called to respond to parliamentary business. The Ministers offered 
stakeholders an alternate meeting to discuss the Scottish Statutory Instrument 
(SSI) amendment to Hate Crime legislation.  
 

4. [redacted section 38(1)(b)] updated stakeholders on the SSI. Stating that on 
the 28 January 2026, the SG has laid the SSI to add “sex” as a protected 
characteristic in hate crime law. The SSI defines “sex” for the purpose of the 
Hate Crime Act as biological sex meaning sex at birth.  
 

5. Stakeholders expressed concern about the SSI and challenged the 
justification of the approach taken by the government. Stakeholders 
articulated their argument opposing the definition used, noting they had 



expressed these previously to Ministers and officials. Stakeholders indicated 
they would come back with a formal response once they had considered 
further and would welcome the opportunity to discuss directly with Ministers. 
 

6. [redacted section 38(1)(b)] provided an update on the Equality and Human 
Rights Fund [redacted section 30(b)(ii)] 
 

7. [redacted section 30(b)(ii)] 
 

8. [redacted section 38(1)(b)] invited stakeholders to share updates on their 
upcoming priorities for 2026/27. All stakeholders provided an overview of their 
priorities and links to current strategies. [redacted section 38(1)(b)] 
acknowledged the breadth of work and that the LGBTQI+ team will carry out a 
review of stakeholder strategies to inform alignment with SG priorities. This 
will then be brought to the next meeting for further discussion. 

 
9. LGBT Youth Scotland noted their upcoming Purple Friday campaign and 

requested a short video from the Minister for Equalities to share on social 
media.  
 

10. No other business was raised. Colleagues were thanked for their reflections 
and attendance.  
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