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Annex A 
 
Item 1 
 
From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic 
Sent: 08 October 2025 11:06 
To: [Redacted] ; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024 
<CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; Dominic Munro <Dominic.Munro@gov.scot>; Luke Mcbratney 
<Luke.Mcbratney@gov.scot>; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] >; [Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted] >; [Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted] 
[Redacted] [Redacted] Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; Stephen Noon 
<Stephen.Noon@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Submission - A Fresh Start with Independence Engagement Plan - OFFSEN 
 
Hi [Redacted], 
  
The DFM has noted. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
[Redacted] Deputy Private Secretary 
The Scottish Government | St Andrews House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
  
E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot 
M: [Redacted] 
  
  
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf 
of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a 
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms 
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
 
 
Item 2 
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 09 October 2025 14:12 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 

mailto:DFMCSEG@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
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Subject: FW: Deputy First Minister letters to stakeholders on A Fresh Start with Independence - to be 
launched at 9am on 8 October 
 
Hi [Redacted] 
Please find attached an updated PDF of the main document A Fresh Start with 
Independence. I have also attached the unchanged PDF of the Macroeconomic Framework, 
just so you have both together. 
These are now good to issue with the letter, once cleared by DFM. 
Thanks 
[Redacted] 
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 09 October 2025 12:51 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic  
Subject: RE: Deputy First Minister letters to stakeholders on A Fresh Start with Independence - to be 
launched at 9am on 8 October 
 
Hi [Redacted] 
Can you hold off from issuing to stakeholders, if you have not done so already as we 
understand the main document PDF will be getting updated and we’ll be sharing a new 
document? 
Sorry about this 
[Redacted] 
 
From: [Redacted] > On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
Sent: 09 October 2025 10:33 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; 
Luke Mcbratney <Luke.Mcbratney@gov.scot>; [Redacted] [Redacted] Dominic Munro 
<Dominic.Munro@gov.scot>; Stephen Noon <Stephen.Noon@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; [Redacted] Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy 
& Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Deputy First Minister letters to stakeholders on A Fresh Start with Independence - to be 
launched at 9am on 8 October 
 
Hi [Redacted], 
 
Thanks for sending the update copy list. 
 
PO will shortly issue the attached PDFs to stakeholders. Please note I have amended the 
first sentence to reflect the paper was published yesterday. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted] (he/him) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
 
E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot  
M: [Redacted] 
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From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 09 October 2025 09:19 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; 
Luke Mcbratney <Luke.Mcbratney@gov.scot>; [Redacted] >; [Redacted] Dominic Munro 
<Dominic.Munro@gov.scot>; Stephen Noon <Stephen.Noon@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; [Redacted] Subject: RE: Deputy First Minister letters to stakeholders 
on A Fresh Start with Independence - to be launched at 9am on 8 October 
 
Good morning [Redacted] 
Please find attached an updated distribution list for DFM’s letter to stakeholders, following 
feedback from policy colleagues. [Redacted] 
If you could please issue the letter along with the main publication and the supporting paper, 
the macroeconomic framework for an independent Scotland, that would be greatly 
appreciated. 
Thanks for your help with this. 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted]  
Constitution Engagement and Partnerships Lead 
Directorate for Constitution 
Scottish Government  

Mob: [Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 
 
 
 
From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
Sent: 08 October 2025 09:41 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 ; Luke Mcbratney ; 
[Redacted]  ; [Redacted]; Dominic Munro ; Stephen Noon ; Ewan Crawford ; [Redacted]; Deputy 
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic  
Subject: RE: Deputy First Minister letters to stakeholders on A Fresh Start with Independence - to be 
launched at 9am on 8 October 
 

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This email 
must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG records 
management policy. 

Hi [Redacted],  
 
DFM is content. [Redacted] 
 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted] 

scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/MyWork/SitePages/Records-management.aspx
scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/MyWork/SitePages/Records-management.aspx
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[Redacted] 
 
Interim Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy and Gaelic – Kate Forbes MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to 

a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by 

the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 

Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
 
 
Item 2 attachment 1 
 
A Fresh Start with Independence – DFM distribution list – 8 October 
 

Michelle 
Ferguson 

CBI Scotland 
Director 

[Redacted] 

Colin 
Borland 

FSB Director of 
Devolved 
Nations 

[Redacted] 

Catherine 
McWilliam 

IoD Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Liz 
Cameron 

Scottish 
Chambers 
of 
Commerce 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Sara 
Thiam 

Prosper Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

David 
Lonsdale 

Scottish 
Retail 
Consortium 

Director [Redacted] 

Sandy 
Begbie 

Scottish 
Financial 
Enterprise 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Adrian 
Gillespie 

Scottish 
Enterprise 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Jane 
Morrison-
Ross 

South of 
Scotland 
Enterprise 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Dr Stuart 
Black 

Highlands 
and Islands 
Enterprise 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Iain Baxter Scotland 
Food and 
Drink 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 
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Peter 
Reekie 

Scottish 
Futures 
Trust 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Mairi 
Spowage 

Fraser of 
Allander 

Director [Redacted] 

Ruth 
Curtice 

Resolution 
Foundation 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

Dave 
Hawkey 

IPPR 
Scotland 

Senior 
Research 
Fellow 

[Redacted] 

Susan 
Murray 

David 
Hume 
Institute 

Director [Redacted] 

Prof David 
Bell 

University 
of Stirling 

Professor 
of 
Economics 

[Redacted] 

Prof 
Graeme 
Roy  

University 
of Glasgow 

Professor 
of 
Economics 

[Redacted] 

Professor 
Sir Anton 
Muscatelli 
 
 

RSE President 
of RSE 

[Redacted] 

Roz Foyer STUC General 
Secretary 

[Redacted] 

Laurie 
Macfarlane 

Future 
Economy 
Scotland 

Co-
Director 

[Redacted] 

Councillor 
Shona 
Morrison 

COSLA President [Redacted] 

Andrew 
Connon 

NFUS President [Redacted] 

Gordon 
MacIntyre-
Kemp 

Business 
for 
Scotland 

Chief 
Executive 

[Redacted] 

    

 
 
Item 2 - Attachments 2 and 3 
 
fresh-start-independence.pdf 
 
fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-
economic-flows.pdf 
 
 
Item 3 
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 29 October 2025 12:16 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2025/10/fresh-start-independence/documents/fresh-start-independence/fresh-start-independence/govscot%3Adocument/fresh-start-independence.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2025/10/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows/documents/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows/govscot%3Adocument/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2025/10/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows/documents/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows/govscot%3Adocument/fresh-start-independence-macroeconomic-framework-independent-scotland-measurement-economic-flows.pdf
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To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Europe for Scotland <info@europeforscotland.com> 
Subject: 'Scotland in the EU' report: will independent Scotland be welcome in the EU? 
 
Dear Kate Forbes, MSP 
 
We were delighted to see that the Scottish Government’s latest report, A Fresh Start with Independence, 

states: the Scottish Government believes that membership of the EU is fundamental to Scotland’s economic, 

social and political future. It was also very heartening to hear John Swinney recently emphasise that 

independence in the EU is the 'golden combination' for Scotland's future. 
 
We hope, therefore, that you will be interested in this report by Yes for EU and Europe for Scotland: Scotland in 
the EU: Good for Scotland, Good for the EU. This 17 page report records the first two stages of the project: our 

recent visit to the European Parliament in Brussels where we met with MEPs and obtained their views on 

whether independent Scotland would be welcome to join the EU, and also our subsequent Europe Day public 

event, held on 9th May in Edinburgh, where we shared videos and printed materials of welcoming statements 

from the meetings with MEPs. 

 
Looking ahead to the next stage of the project, several of the MEPs told us that they would like to come to 

Scotland over the next few months to discuss ideas with politicians, academics and members of civil society 
who have expertise in renewables, trade, education/Erasmus+, organic farming, passivhaus standards, culture 
and language.  
 
We hope you will find the report of interest - also, see our website for project updates. Please let us know if 
you would like more information.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.yesforeu.scot/
https://europeforscotland.com/
https://www.yesforeu.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Report_-Scotland-in-the-EU_-Good-for-Scotland-Good-for-Europe-final-20-10-2025.pdf
https://www.yesforeu.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Report_-Scotland-in-the-EU_-Good-for-Scotland-Good-for-Europe-final-20-10-2025.pdf
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Annex B 
 
An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA (personal information) applies to some of the 
information requested because it is personal data of a third party, eg names/contact details 
of individuals below the Senior Civil Service, and disclosing it would contravene the data 
protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in section 
34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. This exemption is not subject to the ‘public interest 
test’, so we are not required to consider if the public interest in disclosing the information 
outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. 
 
An exemption under section 30(b)(ii) of FOISA (free and frank exchange of views) applies to 
some of the information requested.  This exemption applies because disclosure would, or 
would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank exchange of views for the purposes 
of deliberation.  This exemption recognises the need for Ministers and officials to have a 
private space within which to discuss and explore options before the Scottish Government 
reaches a settled public view. 
 
This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the 
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found that, on 
balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. We recognise that 
there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, transparent and 
accountable government, and to inform public debate. This private thinking space is 
essential to enable all options to be properly considered, based on the best available advice, 
so that good decisions can be taken. Premature disclosure is likely to undermine the full and 
frank discussion of issues between Ministers and officials, which in turn will undermine the 
quality of the decision making process, which would not be in the public interest. 


