
1. DOCUMENT 1 – LIST OF PEOPLE THE CABINET SECRETARY MET WITH 
 
Please find below a list detailing the people the Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy met with at COP30, arranged by engagement: 
 
MEETING WITH UNDER2 COALITION  
Champa Patel, Executive Director for Governments and Policy, Climate Group 
Nehmat Kaur, Director of the Under2 Coalition and Subnational Governments 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - The Climate Group   
 
MEETING WITH REGIONS4 SECRETARIAT  
Natalia Uribe, Regions4 Secretary General  
 
BILATERAL WITH SCOTTISH CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL AID FUND (SCIAF) 
Ben Wilson, Director of Public Engagement, SCIAF 
 
UKG LEAD NEGOTIATOR BRIEFING 
Shannan Murphy, UK Deputy Head of Delegation 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - UKG  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - UKG 
 
BILATERAL WITH GAUTENG GOVERNMENT 
Natalia Uribe, Secretary General Regions4 
Ewan Botha, MEC- Member of the Executive Council for Environment – Gauteng 
province  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Gauteng government  
  
MEETING WITH CATALONIA DELEGATION 
Sonsoles Letang, Director General for Climate Change and Environmental Quality, 
Catalan Government   
Leo Bejarano, Head of the Catalan Office for Climate Change 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Catalan Government  
 
MEETING WITH LOSS AND DAMAGE YOUTH GRANTMAKING COUNCIL 
Nicolas Gaulin, Global Coordinator, Loss and Damage Youth Coalition  
Ineza Umuhoza Grace, Global Coordinator, Loss and Damage Youth Coalition  
Eva Peace Mukayiranga, Training Working Group Coordinator, Loss and Damage 
Youth Coalition  
 
MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF THE DISABILITY CAUCUS 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Disability-Inclusive Climate Justice, CBM Ireland  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CBM Ireland  
Bonface Massah, Executive Director of Africa Albinism Network (AAN) based in 
Malawi 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Fundacion Sendas, People with Disability Organisation, El 
Salvador  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Alive Albinism Initiative, Zimbabwe 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - European Disability Forum (EDF) 
Jorge Manhique, Senior Program Officer – Disability Rights fund 



Elham Youseffian, Director of Disability and Inclusion and Accessibility, International 
Refugee Assistance Project 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] – Light for the World International 
Pratima Gurung, Executive Director, National Indigenous Disabled Women 
Association (NIDWAN) – Nepal 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - ASEAN Disability Forum 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - International Disability Alliance (IDA). 
 
 
ROUNDTABLE WITH NON-ECONOMIC LOSS AND DAMAGE (NELD) 
PROGRAMME PARTNERS  
Heather McGray, Director, Climate Justice Resilience Fund (CJRF)  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC)  
Joydeep Gupta, Earth Journalism Network (Bangladesh & India) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Young Power in Social Action (YPSA) (Bangladesh) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Liga de Defensa del Medio Ambiente (LIDEMA) (Bolivia) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Baringo Women and Youth Organization (Kenya) 
Robert Karoro, KiriCAN (Kiribati) 
 
BILATERAL WITH NEALE RICHMOND, MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND DIASPORA, GOVERNMENT OF 
IRELAND 
Neale Richmond, Minister of State for International Development and Diaspora, 
Government of Ireland  
Michael Gaffey, Director General of Irish Aid  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Irish Aid 
 
MEETING WITH MICHAEL SUHR NKT   
Michael Suhr, SVP Group Head of Stakeholder Relations, NKT 
 
BILATERAL WITH CLIMATE JUST COMMUNITIES (CJC) IMPLEMENTERS AND 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS   
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Climate Just Communities Malawi (DAI) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Climate Just Communities Malawi Team Leader (DAI) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Rwanda  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - (Trócaire) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Livelihoods Security, Resilient Schools, Communications & 
Advocacy (DAI) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - (Green Living Movement) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Malawi  [Redacted s.38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Malawi  [Redacted s.38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Malawi  [Redacted s.38(1)(b)]  
 
BILATERAL WITH STUART NAISON MEDISON LIGOMEKA, DEPUTY CHIEF 
SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT OF MALAWI  
Stuart Naison Medison Ligomeka, Deputy Chief Secretary, Government of Malawi 
 
JUST RESILIENCE DONOR ROUNDTABLE   
Natalia Uribe, Secretary General, Regions4 



Mr. Marcelo Jaramillo Calle, Prefect of Cañar, Delegate of the President of 
CONGOPE, Ecuador 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Goais, Brazil 
Prof. Kadjo Kouame, First Vice President of the Regional Council, Sud Comoe, Ivory 
Coast 
Rachel Barza, Associate Director, Lead Climate Adaptation & Nature Finance, 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Institute for Climate and Society (iCS) 
Guillaume Lorentz, Head of Bankable Sustainable Solutions, Sustainable Finance 
Observatory 
Emilie Maehara, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Finance Observatory 
Davinah Milenge, Chief Programme Coordinator at African Development Bank 
Group 
Emily Landis, Climate Adaptation & Resilience Director at The Nature Conservancy 
& Member of Steering Committee, Global Mangrove Alliance 
Michèle Fournier, Government of Québec 
 
  
 
  



2. DOCUMENT 2 – COP30 STEERING BRIEF 
 
STEERING BRIEF  

  
Purpose of your visit  
• You will be visiting COP30 in Belém from November 10 to 13th.  
• Your attendance in Belem will provide tangible opportunities to deliver on the 

following objectives:  
• strengthen climate finance and justice leadership;  
• position Scotland as a leader in just transition 
• build recognition of and strengthening the voice of states, regions and 

devolved governments 
• enhance Scotland’s diplomatic and economic standing  

 
Announcements  
 
• £150k funding to the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Climate 

Change, Ms Elisa Morgera. This will support the delivery of her mandate in this 
role, and the preparation and dissemination of two annual reports on the 
interconnection between human rights and climate change.  
 

• £100k funding to Regions4 to deliver the Just Resilience Action Platform. 
This is a strategic initiative aimed at empowering subnational governments to 
support inclusive, nature-positive climate adaptation efforts at the community 
level - in part by connecting communities with relevant donors. Building on earlier 
work defining just resilience criteria and developing initial case studies, this 
second phase focuses on consolidating a curated pipeline of at least ten eligible 
projects, before selecting and delivering a flagship pilot project, as well as 
fostering strategic partnerships and donor engagement. JRAP seeks to 
demonstrate tangible progress through early-stage implementation, while 
positioning subnational actors—especially from the Global South—as central 
drivers of climate and biodiversity action.  
 

Key messages  
Scotland is committed to realising the full potential of devolved, state and 
regional governments.   
• As President of Regions4 and European co-Chair of the Under2 Coalition, we will 

continue to strengthen the influence of devolved, state and regional governments 
within international climate discussions, and drive global ambition.  

  
Scotland puts climate justice at the heart of our climate action, with our world 
first £36 million Climate Justice Fund delivering rights-based, inclusive 
support at the community level.   
• Our flagship £24 million Climate Just Communities (CJC) programme, our 

biggest to date, is reaching over 100,000 people directly across Malawi, Zambia 
and Rwanda – strengthening resilience through a range of measures from clean 
water and food security to climate-smart farming, solar power, clean cooking and 
training communities to lead and advocate for their rights.   



• Through CJC, over 21,000 clean cookstoves have been distributed in Rwanda, 
3,700 farmers trained in climate-smart agriculture in Zambia, and over 1 million 
trees and 233 community by-laws agreed to protect natural resources in Malawi.  

• Our programmes put marginalised groups at the centre – supporting women, 
young people and people with disabilities to shape and lead climate action.  

• Scotland has shown that climate action works best when community-led – and 
we are calling on other governments and donors to adopt this approach.  

• As one of the first movers on Loss and Damage, Scotland has mobilised £10 
million for community-led projects. This experience underpins our advocacy - 
pressing for urgent, grant-based finance that reaches communities now, including 
for non-economic losses such as health, culture and biodiversity.   

• Scotland continues to support Global South calls for climate finance that matches 
the scale of the crisis – scaled up, accessible, and shaped by the needs of 
affected communities.   

 
Domestically, the Scottish Government remains fully committed to delivering 
net zero by 2045 and our new Climate Change Plan sets our approach to doing 
so:    
• Scotland’s draft Climate Change Plan outlines the specific actions required up to 

2040, so we can continue to reduce our emissions and meet our first three 
carbon budget targets.   

• It includes over 150 actions across sectors such as transport, heat in buildings 
and agriculture, key to achieving Scotland’s carbon budgets, while supporting 
people to make and adjust to the changes required. 

• These include consumer incentives to encourage EV uptake, measures to reduce 
waste and ensure producers take greater responsibility for the environmental 
impact of their products, and increasing the annual woodland creation target 
every year until the end of the decade. 

• It also describes how we will ensure that the opportunities of net zero – for new 
jobs and economic growth, better infrastructure and energy security, cheaper 
heating, cleaner air and improved public services – are seized and fairly 
distributed as part of a just transition.   

• The plan does not ask the impossible of people. We will not sacrifice people’s 
health or place cost burdens on those that can’t afford them. 

• Raising awareness of climate action has never been so important – particularly at 
a time when we are witnessing a concerning rise in anti-climate rhetoric, despite 
the majority of people in Scotland recognising that climate change is an 
immediate and urgent problem.  
 

Scotland is developing new markets for our renewable energy exports and 
expertise so that we support international Net Zero efforts.     
• The Scottish Government published export plans for Hydrogen and Renewables, 

which are both in active delivery.  
• The US is Scotland’s second largest export market for goods and services after 

the EU. We will promote the export growth of Scottish businesses in both current 
and emerging markets as they find a way through this challenging time.  

• The US is Scotland’s leading inward investment source and we are committed to 
working with its businesses to strengthen our global economic ties towards 
mutual growth and prosperity.   

 



ANNEX A: International Climate Change Context   
• COP30:   
• COP30 takes place against the backdrop of an increasingly fractured multi-lateral 

system. [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)]  
• This fracture comes at a time when global efforts to tackle climate change were 

already judged by experts as inadequate and not in line with either 1.5C or 2C, as 
per the Paris Agreement (conservative estimates put the global rise over 3C).   

• In the midst of these challenges, COP30, and the Brazilian Presidency (who are 
seeking modest reforms to the COP process), will seek to gain agreement on 
mobilising the trillions of dollars required for the global transition, and on 
accelerating the phase-out of fossil fuel production.   

• This year’s event will be defined by:  
o Accountability and ambition: Parties are due to submit their new Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation Plans (NAPs). 
So far, only about 2/3 (this includes the UKG) of the 196 signatories to the 
UNFCCC have revised Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), leading 
to uncertainty around what level of ambition will be exhibited.  The NDCs are 
a key part of the Paris Agreement and should contain climate commitments 
and plans. The report compiled on these will highlight the gap between 
current ambition and the successful implementation of the Paris Agreement.  

o Climate finance: At COP29, Parties agreed to a New Collective Quantified 
Goal (NCQG) on climate finance.  The NCQG commits developed countries to 
raising a core amount of $300 billion a year in climate finance for developing 
countries by 2035, with a broader ambition to increase climate finance to $1.3 
trillion per year by 2035. At COP30 Parties will define a strategy to reach the 
1.3T goal (referred to as the ‘Baku to Belém Roadmap to $1.3T’).  The 
mobilisation of this – particularly in the face of drastic overseas aid cuts 
enacted by western governments – is likely to be challenging and represent a 
point of conflict in negotiations.   

o Fossil fuel phase-out: Building on COP28’s commitment to transition away 
from fossil fuels, with potential pressure for stronger language on phase-out 
timelines.  

o Nature and Indigenous leadership: Given Brazil’s hosting role, nature-
based solutions, rainforest conservation, and Indigenous rights will be at the 
forefront.  

o Tropical Forests Forever Facility: Brazil plans to launch the “Tropical 
Forests Forever Facility” a $125 billion blended finance instrument to provide 
long-term funding to tropical forest countries that protect their forests, with 
20% of funds reserved for indigenous people. The World Bank was confirmed 
at the end of October as Trustee and Interim Host of the fund.  

 
Climate Finance gaps:   
• Despite various global commitments over recent years, there remains a 

significant shortfall in climate finance across critical areas. While Scotland’s 
Climate Justice Fund is small relative to the scale of the problem, there is a role 
for you in highlighting our successful approaches to international climate 
financing. Funding remains inadequate across different areas:  
o Adaptation: Global adaptation finance remains critically underfunded. 

According to UNEP’s Adaptation Gap Report 2024, the annual gap between 
needs and current flows is estimated at $187–$359 billion, of which less than 



15% is currently being met. This shortfall threatens progress toward the 
Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), which aims to enhance resilience and 
reduce vulnerability globally.  

o Emissions Reduction Funding: Investment in mitigation must triple by 2030 to 
stay within 1.5°C pathways, with developing countries requiring over $2 trillion 
annually.   

o UNFCCC Loss and Damage Fund: While the fund has been established, 
pledges remain modest compared to the scale of climate-induced loss, which 
is projected to reach hundreds of billions annually.  

• These gaps highlight the reality of finite public resources, particularly for donor 
governments in the Global North. Governments must balance domestic fiscal 
pressures, including cost-of-living concerns and public service demands, 
with international expectations and activist calls for climate justice.   

 
Inclusion of non-party governments in international climate change policies 
and processes 

• The United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Agreement and rejection of climate 
mitigation policies has shone a light on the role of states, regions and devolved 
governments in combatting climate change. 

• The Local Leaders Forum (LLF) taking place in Rio de Janeiro prior to your visit 
to Belem is intended to demonstrate the strength of sub-national governments 
and present a coordinated voice asking for greater inclusion to the negotiations.  

• You have also endorsed the LGMA outcome paper this year, which specifically 
calls for a formal UNFCCC workplan focused on sub-national action. 

 
  
USA Paris Agreement Withdrawal:   

o The USA will formally leave the Paris Agreement in January 2026, one year 
after the formal notification was submitted to the United Nations Secretary-
General.   

o [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
  
US Foreign Policy Impacts:   

o The US has frozen almost all overseas aid spending, a move that preceded 
similar large aid reductions from other governments such as the UK, France 
and Germany.   

o The impacts of this on climate mitigation and adaptation efforts in low and 
middle-income countries is likely to be severe. Meanwhile the USA’s tariffs 
policy is creating an atmosphere of uncertainty and interrupting supply chains, 
slowing the development of green infrastructure and clean energy.   

 
China:   

o China remains a pivotal actor in climate governance, balancing its role as the 
world’s largest emitter with its ambitions to lead on clean technology and 
South-South cooperation.   

o China has announced a new NDC with a target of a 7-10% reduction by 
2035. This has been critiqued as inadequate by commentators, and does not 
align with a 1.5C pathway However, China is one of few large polluters whose 
emissions are currently peaking.  



o This is China’s most comprehensive NDC to date, aligning with its 15th Five-
Year Plan and sectoral decarbonisation strategies. On climate finance, while 
China is not obligated under the Paris Agreement to contribute to the $100 
billion annual goal set for developed countries, it has voluntarily mobilised $45 
billion between 2013–2022 to support mitigation and adaptation efforts in the 
Global South.  

  
EU:   

o [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
o The EU has, in the final days before COP, secured broad support for an NDC 

target of 90% reduction by 2040, though certain flexibilities- derided by 
environmentalist- have been secured around carbon credits. The NDC also 
includes a 66.25-72.5% reduction for 2035, which is not in line with the broad 
agreement to have a decisive path towards decarbonisation, indicating the 
challenges securing agreement.  

 
International Court of Justice Ruling:   

• In July the International Court of Justice published an advisory opinion (AO) 
stating that states have a multitude of legal obligations to act to prevent, 
mitigate and remedy climate harms, including the obligation under the Pairs 
Agreement to limit global warming to below 1.5C above pre-industrial levels.   

• Crucially, the AO ascertained that state obligations are far more wide- 
reaching than just those contained within UNFCCC architecture and the Paris 
Agreement.   

• The campaign that precipitated this ruling was led by global south 
governments, and reflects a growing frustration and lack of trust in global 
north promises.  

• It is likely to impact upcoming COP negotiations by placing further pressure 
on high emitters and provided legal leverage for climate-vulnerable nations.   

  
ANNEX B: Additional Key Messages  
  

Leadership of devolved, state and regional governments  
• Realising the full potential of states and regions is critical to achieving the 

goals of the Paris Agreement, both in relation to mitigating greenhouse gas 
emissions and adapting to an already changing climate.   

• Scotland is using its leadership of the Under2 Coalition and Regions4 to 
strengthen international cooperation and capacity building; strengthen 
subnational governments’ influence within international climate discussions 
and drive global climate ambition.   

 
Climate Justice  

• Global climate finance must scale up and reach communities faster  
• Current pledges fall far short, and the new $300 billion New Collective 

Quantified Goal (NCQG) lacks clarity, ambition and credibility on delivery.   
• Scotland supports Global South calls for increased, accessible climate 

finance, delivered as grants not loans.   
• Devolved governments, including Scotland, have an urgent role to act now – 

committing funds and providing practical support to vulnerable communities   



• Our Climate Justice Fund shown that even modest sums, when community-
led, can deliver transformational change - and we are calling on others to 
adopt this approach.  

 
Our flagship Climate Just Communities (CJC) programme is delivering at 
scale.  
• Now in its final year, CJC has directly supported around 139,000 people 

(around 60% women) and indirectly benefitted more than 555,000 across 
Malawi, Zambia and Rwanda  

• CJC is unique because communities themselves design and lead the 
response, ensuring that programmes reflect local priorities, not donor 
agendas. Results include:   

• In Rwanda: over 21,000 clean cookstoves distributed, 3,700 livestock 
provided, 600 hectares of terraces built and more than 360 flood damaged 
houses retrofitted.  

• In Zambia: over 100 new water points constructed, 3,700 farmers trained in 
climate-smart agriculture and 2,000 goats plus 55,000 livestock vaccines 
distributed.  

• In Malawi: over 1 million trees planted, 223 community by-laws on protecting 
natural resources agreed and 1,300 farmers trained in sustainable 
agriculture.  

  
Marginalised groups must be at the centre of any credible climate 
response  
• These groups face the greatest risks yet remain underrepresented in both 

climate finance and global processes.   
• Scotland continues to press for their stronger recognition within the UNFCCC 

system and for climate finance that recognises and responds directly to their 
needs.  

  
Domestic Action  

  
 

• Our commitment to achieving net zero by 2045 is unwavering – we are more 
than halfway there and continue to be ahead of the UK as a whole in 
delivering long-term emissions reductions.  
• Between 1990 and 2023 our emissions halved while the economy grew by 

67.4%, demonstrating that a thriving economy and falling emissions are 
compatible.  

• But we also know that the second half of our journey will be even more 
challenging. Scotland, like all other countries, will need to ensure a just 
transition in areas like agriculture, transport and heat in buildings to meet our 
net zero goals.  

• To support our Climate Change Plan, we are continuing to develop Just 
Transition Plans for specific sectors, sites and regions that will be central in 
our journey to net zero.   

• We have also created two dedicated Just Transition Funds to support areas of 
our country that will be particularly affected by the impacts of the transition.  



• Our forthcoming Climate Change Plan, and the implementation of our Just 
Transition Plans and Scottish National Adaptation will be crucial to the 
delivery of Scotland’s climate ambitions.  

 
Adaptation  

• The impacts of climate change are already being felt and are projected to 
become increasingly severe.   

• Last year’s UNEP emissions gap report concludes cumulative emissions 
trajectories implied by current Nationally Determined Contributions risk the 
world reaching 2.6 - 3.1°C of warming by the end of the century.  

• To protect lives and livelihoods we must accelerate effective, adaptation 
action globally.  

• Scotland’s third five-year Adaptation Plan, set out last year, places more focus 
on the role nature and community action for building climate resilience in 
Scotland.   

• The Plan is built around 23 delivery objectives, with Government Directorates 
allocated lead responsibility for each. Crucially, the new Plan is supported by 
a Monitoring & Evaluation Framework built around 38 climate resilience 
indicators.   

 
  



3. DOCUMENT 3 – COP30 ENGAGEMENT BRIEFING 
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UKG LEAD NEGOTIATOR BRIEFING 
Monday 10 November 11:30- 12:00, UKG Office  
 

Key messages 
 

Very interested to understand the UK’s assessment of COP30.  

What 
 

• The focus of this meeting is on gaining a better 
understanding of the landscape at this year’s COP. The two 
UKG negotiators will be able to provide their sense of the 
outlook on negotiations for this year, information you can 
take with you to your engagements for your time in Belem.  

Who  
 

• Kate Hughes, UK Head of Delegation  

• Shannon Murphy, UK Deputy Head of Delegation 

Agenda 
 

No formal agenda, this is an informal meeting where you can 
ask about their outlook across various work programmes.  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
This meeting is aimed at yourself and officials gaining an improved understanding of 
the landscape at COP this year, the UKG’s priorities, and where they expect there to 
be the most tension and success.  
 
Sensitivities 
[redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Key questions  
1. What are the UK’s priorities for COP30 this year? 

 
2. What do you expect will be the most challenging aspects of the negotiations this 

year? 

 
3. What are the UK’s priorities associated with climate finance this year? 

 

 
 
 
 
Biographies 



Kate Hughes, UK Lead Climate Negotiator 
 
Kate is a Director at the Department of Energy 
Security and Net Zero leading the UK’s negotiations 
within the UNFCCC. She previously led the team 
preparing for and then delivering core policy and 
negotiations elements of the UK’s COP26 Presidency.  

 

 

 

 

[Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

 

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



REGIONS4 SECRETARIAT BILATERAL BRIEFING 

Monday 10 November 14:00-14:25, Blue Zone Press Conference 2, Area D 

Key messages 
 

• Scotland is ready to represent the needs and ambitions of 
the Regions4 Network at COP30 and beyond. 

• Scotland is proud to be a founding member of the Just 
Resilience Action Platform, and I look forward to hearing 
more about the implementation of the platform at the 
launch event. 

What 
 

• Informal bilateral meeting with Regions4 Secretary 
General, and Regions4 climate lead. This meeting will be 
held in the press conference area ahead of the press 
conference at 1430 and seating arrangements may be 
unconventional.   

Who  
 

• Natalia Uribe, Secretary General of Regions4 

• [Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Agenda 
 

1. High-level overview of COP30 
2. Events:  

a. LGMA Press Conference 
b. High-level Roundtable: “From the Ground Up: 

Leveraging Subnational Leadership and 
Investments to Deliver Climate and Nature 
Commitments”   

c. Gauteng Bilateral 
d. Donors Roundtable 

3. Regions4- Under2 alignment  
 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
Natalia Uribe has requested this bilateral to discuss strategic alignment ahead of 
your various shared engagements at COP30. As Natalia is close to the work being 
discussed, and has existing relationships with stakeholders you will be engaging 
with, she is likely to have valuable advice on how best to approach engagements.  
 
You will be representing Regions4 as President at the engagements listed above in 
the agenda. Please note that this meeting is informal and the agenda is included as 
a guide to ensure all relevant engagements are discussed. You and Natalia may 
wish to consider these engagements in a different order.  
 
Regions4 have arranged for you to hold a bilateral with Gauteng Province Member of 
the Executive Council for Environment Ewan Botha. [Redacted s.32(1)(a)(i)] 



 
You met Natalia at New York Climate Week in 2024 and at COP30 in Baku. 
  
Sensitivities 

None.  
 
Annotated Agenda 
 
1. Expectations for COP30  

• Ask: what are your expectations for COP30 for sub-national governments? Do 

you see the asks from the LGMA statement being delivered?  

 
2. Events:  

a)  LGMA Press Conference 

• I look forward to representing Regions4, and the broader constituency of states, 

regions and devolved governments as we launch our shared position.  

 

• Ask: Do you have any notes or guidance ahead of the press conference?  

 
 

b) High-level Roundtable: “From the Ground Up: Leveraging Subnational 

Leadership and Investments to Deliver Climate and Nature Commitments”   

• I am proud to have the opportunity to launch the Just Resilience Action Platform 

on behalf of the network. 

 
c) Gauteng Bilateral 

• [Redacted s.32(1)(a)(i)] 

• Ask: How Natalia feels this engagement is best approached, given her 

existing relationship with Mr Botha / Gauteng.  

 
d) Donors Roundtable 

• I am excited for the opportunity to hear directly from some of the projects that 

may be funded as part of Scotland’s contribution to the Just Resilience Action 

Platform. 

• I am keen to assist in encouraging donors to contribute. 

 

• Ask: Does Natalia have an notes or advice on how best to approach this 

engagement?  

 
3. Regions4- Under2 alignment  

• Ask: [redacted - s.30(b)(i)]  
 

Desired Outcomes 



• You and Natalia are strategically aligned on how to approach shared 

engagements at COP30. 

• Regions4 Secretariat are assured of Scotland’s ongoing commitment to 

representing the network as President.  

 
Biographies 

Natalia Uribe – Secretary General, Regions4 
 
Natalia Uribe, joined Regions4 in 2020 and has played a key role in 
the strategy and advocacy work of the organisation, building 
partnerships, and widely contributing to the Network’s vision and 
roadmap to achieve objectives to 2030.  

 

[Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

  

                                                      ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PRESS CONFERENCE ON LGMA COP30 POSITION BRIEFING 

Monday 10 November 14:30-15:00, Blue Zone, Press Conference 2, Area D 

     

Key messages 
 

• Scotland recognises the critical role of non-party 
governments in delivering climate action. Their proximity to 
communities and ability to implement tailored solutions 
make them indispensable partners in achieving global 
climate goals. 

• At COP30, Scotland will champion stronger multilevel 
governance - calling for enhanced collaboration between 
national and subnational actors to accelerate delivery and 
ensure accountability across all levels. 

• Scotland’s has long championed climate justice, and we 
are committed to working with LGMA partners to ensure 
that climate action supports vulnerable communities, 
protects livelihoods, and builds resilience from the ground 
up. 

What 
 

• This press conference will present the Local Governments 
and Municipal Authorities (LGMA) Joint Position, supported 
by the Global Taskforce, and will highlight key messages 
from local and regional governments ahead of the 
negotiations, including messages aligned with both 
Regions4 and Under2 Coalition priorities. 

• You will participate and deliver remarks in your 
capacity as Regions4 President and Under2 co-chair.  

Who  
 

• Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director of the United 
Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

• Mr. Jader Barbalho Filho, Minister of Cities, Brazil 
• Ms. Katrin Stjernfeldt Jammeh, Mayor, Malmö, Sweden; 

President of ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability 
• Moderator: Gino Van Begin, Secretary General, ICLEI - 

Local Governments for Sustainability; LGMA Focal Point 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome and context (3 min) 
2. Five speaker statements (3 min each) – You will be 

called upon to speak by the moderator during this 
agenda item. 

3. Q&A (10 min) 
4. Closing remarks / call to action (2 min) 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 



 
The Local Governments and Municipal Authorities (LGMA) is a non-negotiating 
constituency within the UNFCCC that represents the interests of local governments 
and municipal authorities. 
 
This press conference will serve as a focal point for LGMA advocacy at COP30, and 
you will be representing both the Scottish Government as a leading subnational 
voice, but also Regions4 and Under2 as President and European Co-Chair 
respectively.  
 
Summary of the position paper: 
 

• The LGMA COP30 Joint Position Paper advocates for the formal recognition and 

integration of local and subnational governments into global climate governance 

and implementation. Representing cities, regions, and other local authorities, the 

LGMA Constituency emphasizes that these actors are essential to achieving the 

goals of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda. They are already leading 

climate action on the ground - often outpacing national governments - yet receive 

less than 10% of climate finance. The paper calls for COP30 to embrace the 

“Mutirão” spirit of collective implementation and outlines five key actions, 

including establishing a formal UNFCCC work program for multilevel climate 

action, operationalizing local adaptation indicators, and elevating localized 

climate finance 

 

• The paper also highlights recent milestones such as the COP28 agreement to 

transition away from fossil fuels and the COP29 finance pledge, urging COP30 to 

build on this momentum. It stresses the importance of initiatives like CHAMP and 

the Local Leaders Forum in Rio, which showcase how cities and regions can 

close significant gaps in national climate commitments. The LGMA calls for a 

permanent forum within the COP process for subnational actors, and for reforms 

that embed their leadership into national and global frameworks. 

 
Sensitivities 
None.  
 
Annotated Agenda 
1. Welcome and context 

• n/a 

 
2. Five speaker statements (3 min each) 

• You will be introduced to make your remarks by Gina van Begin, ICLEI 

Secretary General. Please deliver the remarks within your speaking notes.  

 
3. Q&A 

 



 
4. Closing remarks/ Call to action 

• If called upon reiterate:  

o Devolved, state, and regional governments are already taking decisive 

climate action, even without the recognition and funding they deserve. 

o COP30 must be remembered as the moment we fully recognized and 

empowered subnational leadership. 

o Let’s place local and regional governments at the heart of global climate 

action 

 
Desired Outcomes 

• Parties are convinced of the need to further integrate devolved, state and 

regional governments in the COP process.  

• Scottish reputation as a leading voice in the subnational climate movement is 

strengthened.  

 
Biographies 

Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, United Nations Under-Secretary General 

and the Executive Director of UN-Habitat 

Anacláudia Rossbach was appointed the Executive Director of UN-Habitat, 

in 2024. An economist with over 20 years of experience in urban development, she 

has led major initiatives on informal settlements, housing, and urban policy. 

H.E. Jader Barbalho Filho, Minister of Cities, Brazil  

Jader Barbalho Filho, is Brazil’s Minister of Cities, overseeing the Minha 

Casa Minha Vida program. A businessman and former manager of the 

RBA Communication Group and serves as state president of MDB ( Brazilian 

Democratic Movement) political party in Pará. 

Katrin Stjernfeldt Jammeh, Mayor City of  Malmö, Sweden 

Elected in 2013, Katrin Stjernfeldt Jammeh serves as the first female Mayor 

of Malmö. In her role as Mayor, Jammeh manages finance, public 

procurement, business and commerce and steers the city’s corporations and 

agencies. 

   Gino Van Begin, Secretary General, ICLEI - Local Governments 

for Sustainability; LGMA Focal Point 

In his position as Secretary General, Gino ensures that ICLEI takes every 
opportunity to decisively influence global negotiation processes and 
increase the presence of local and regional governments on the global 

stage. 



BILATERAL WITH ANNE HIDALGO – MAYOR OF PARIS  

Monday 10 November [time and location tbc] 

  

Summary  

This meeting provides an opportunity to strengthen relations with Paris- a key non-

party government taking ambitious action- and discuss collaboration between 

Scotland and Paris, as Paris is, through C40, highly involved in discussions around 

strengthening the role of sub-national governments.  

 

Ms Hidalgo met with former First Minister’s Nicola Sturgeon and Humza Yousaf, but 

you have not met.  

  

Sensitivities  

None  

 

Annotated Agenda  

Key messages  

   

• As President of Regions4 and Co-Chair of the Under2 

Coalition, Scotland is committed to strengthening global 

partnerships with other sub-national networks including 

C40. 

• COP30 in Belém offers a critical platform to ensure a 

coordinated subnational voice. 

• Scotland welcomes opportunities to align advocacy 

efforts with C40 and other networks to ensure 

meaningful representation for regions and cities at 

COP30 and beyond.   

What  

   

Bilateral Meeting 

Who   

   

  Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris 

Agenda  

   

1. Sub-national Leadership 

2. COP30 

Supporting 

officials  

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 

Development and Climate 

[Redacted. - s. 38(1)(b)] 

 

Attached 

documents  

• Summary  

• Sensitivities  

• Annotated Agenda  

• Desired Outcomes  

• Biographies 

• France – Country Profile 



1. Key challenges enacting climate policy  

• It’s great to meet you. Paris has consistently taken ambitious climate action in the 

face of green-lash. I am really interested in how you have overcome some of the 

key challenges around this, including building public acceptance.  

• Offer: officials to exchange around overcoming challenges enacting climate 

policy.  

 

2. Sub-National Leadership  

• Paris (via C40) and Scotland (via Under2 and Regions4) are key governments 

building the case for inclusion of non-party governments in international climate 

change policies and processes.  

• It would be great to hear your reflections from the Local Leaders Forum, held 

in Rio last week, and where you think sub-national leadership can go.  

• I am really keen to see the asks from the LGMA position paper realised, 

particularly around a formal UNFCCC work-stream.  

• I also think it is very important that we have a strong unified voice between 

complementary sub-national coalitions.  

• Offer: officials to consider how we can strengthen ties between C40, Under2 and 

Regions4.  

• Offer: to work closely with C40 to maximise our collective impact at COP.  

  

 

Desired Outcomes  

• Build stronger alignment between C40 and Under2/Regions4 leadership on 

subnational engagement for COP30. 

• Identify opportunities for joint messaging, events, or declarations highlighting the 

role of subnational governments in climate delivery. 

   

Biographies 

Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris  

Anne Hidalgo is a French-Spanish politician serving as the Mayor of 

Paris since 2014, the first woman to hold the position. 

A member of the Socialist Party, she is known for her progressive 

policies on sustainability, urban mobility, and social inclusion. Under 

her leadership, Paris has become a global model for climate action and green urban 

planning, inspiring cities worldwide to pursue more sustainable and resilient futures. 

 

 

FRANCE COUNTRY PROFILE                                                                   

 

Head of State: Emmanuel Macron (Renaissance) (since May 2017)  

Head of Government: Sébastien Lecornu (since October 2025) 

Foreign Minister: Jean-Noël Barrot (MoDem) (since Sept 2024) 



Ambassador to UK: Hélène Duchêne 

UK Ambassador: Sir Tom Drew 

  

New Government – October 2025 

• Sébastien Lecornu was re-appointed as France’s PM on 10 October, despite 

having resigned from the position a week earlier.  

• Previous PM Bayrou’s government had fallen in September due to a no-

confidence vote. President Macron then nominated defence minister, and 

staunch ally, Sébastien Lecornu as Prime Minister. 

• [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 

  

UK/France Summit 

• The UK-France Summit took place in July 2025. Macron and Starmer reaffirmed 

support for Ukraine, discussed joint approaches to migration and border 

management, and committed to expanding clean energy collaboration. 

  

Israel/Gaza 

• President Macron formally announced France’s recognition of the State of 

Palestine at the UN General Assembly in September. 

  

Recent engagement  

• 8 August 2025 – Mr Robertson met with Ambassador Duchêne during her visit 

to Edinburgh. 

• 22 April 2025 – Dr Allan speech at opening event of Institut Français / Goethe 

Institut Earth Month series 

• 19 March 2025 – FM and Mr Robertson met with Menna Rawlings, UK 

Ambassador to France, ahead of the announcement of Scotland, along with 

England and Wales, hosting the Grand Depart of the Tour de France in 2027  

• 11 March 2025 – FM met with Ambassador Hélène Duchêne in London 

• 28 Nov 2024 – DFM visit to Paris for St Andrew’s Day reception 

  

Upcoming engagement 

• [redacted – s.29(1)(d)] 

 

 

ENDS 

  



 

  



INTEGRATING HUMAN RIGHTS IN CLIMATE ACTION: A DINNER DISCUSSION 

BRIEFING  

Monday 10 November 18:30- 21:30, Beiju Xica, Av. Cmte. Brás de Aguiar, 139 - 

Nazaré, Belém - PA, 66035-000 

  

Key messages  

 

• The Scottish Government recognises the obligations 

outlined by the ICJ Advisory Opinion. We remain 

committed to climate justice: taking an equitable, 

human-rights based approach to the climate crisis, and 

to highlighting the moral responsibility of both historic 

and current high emitters to act with urgency to redress 

climate impacts in the Global South. 

 

What  

 

• The purpose of the dinner is to build awareness around 

the ICJ Advisory Opinion and its implications for the 

UNFCCC and beyond, and to explore how its findings, 

and those of the Advisory Opinions from the 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) 

and the Inter- American Commission on Human Rights 

(IACtHR), can be effectively translated into COP30 

outcomes 

Who   

  

• 60 participants representing a geographically diverse 

cross-section of Parties and a small number of human 

rights experts and representatives from 

Intergovernmental Organisations. 

Agenda  

  

• 18:30 Arrival and welcoming of participants 

• 19:00 Welcome remarks 

• 19:30 Dinner & workshop in breakout groups 

• 21.20 Plenary discussion regarding next steps 

• 21.30 Closing 

Supporting 

officials  

You will attend alone as there is only one place per delegation 

available.  

Attached 

documents  

• Summary  

• Discussion Context 

• Format  

• Sensitivities 

• Biographies  

• Background 

  

 

Summary  



• This dinner workshop is to build awareness around the ICJ Advisory Opinion 

and its implications for the UNFCCC and beyond, and to explore how its 

findings, and those of the Advisory Opinions from ITLOS and IACtHR, can be 

effectively translated into COP30 outcomes. Participants will exchange views 

on integrating the Advisory Opinion’s ruling across key policy areas, including 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), Just Transition Work 

Programme, and the protection of environmental human rights defenders. 

  

Discussion Context  

• International climate negotiations stand at a crossroads. Over the past 18 

months, three international courts – the International Court of Justice (ICJ), 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR), and International Tribunal 

for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) – issued advisory opinions clarifying States’ 

legal obligations related to climate change. A fourth, the African Court of 

Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), is preparing to do so in 2026. The ICJ 

Advisory Opinion on States’ obligations in respect of climate change marks a 

historic moment in international law. It unequivocally confirms that States 

have obligations to prevent climate-related harms and protect human rights by 

exercising enhanced due diligence and implementing effective measures to 

limit global temperature rise, and that not doing so may trigger legal 

consequences. COP30 is a critical moment to ensure that this ruling serves 

as a basis for any negotiations and guides States toward rights-based climate 

action. 

  

   Format 

• This dinner workshop will take place under Chatham House rules. Small 

groups composed of participants from diverse backgrounds will be invited to 

reflect on guiding questions related to how States’ human rights obligations 

can inform climate negotiations and the implementation of the UN climate 

agreements, and in particular what this means in the context of the ICJ 

Advisory Opinion and how it can and should be reflected in COP30 outcomes 

and beyond. After introductory remarks, participants will engage in active 

discussions drawing on their diverse expertise as party representatives and 

human rights experts. Each table will have a designated facilitator/rapporteur 

and instructions for capturing the discussions. 

 

 

 

  

Sensitivities  

• [redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 

 

Biographies  



N/A 

 

Background 

 

International Court of Justice Ruling (ICJ):    

• In July the International Court of Justice published an advisory opinion (AO) 

stating that states have a multitude of legal obligations to act to prevent, 

mitigate and remedy climate harms, including the obligation under the Pairs 

Agreement to limit global warming to below 1.5C above pre-industrial levels.    

• Crucially, the AO ascertained that state obligations are far more wide- 

reaching than just those contained within UNFCCC architecture and the Paris 

Agreement.    

• The campaign that precipitated this ruling was led by global south 

governments, and reflects a growing frustration and lack of trust in global 

north promises.   

• It is likely to impact upcoming COP negotiations by placing further pressure 

on high emitters and provided legal leverage for climate-vulnerable nations.  

 

 

ENDS 

 

 

  



FROM THE GROUND UP: LEVERAGING SUBNATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND 

INVESTMENT FOR CLIMATE AND NATURE BRIEFING 

Tuesday 11 November 09:30- 11:00, Blue Zone, Nature Pavilion 

Key 
messages 
 

• State, regional, and devolved government climate finance can 
be a catalyst for positive change. The Scottish Government’s 
funding to address loss and damage is an example of this. 

• Climate finance must be deployed in a way that is fair and just. 

What 
 

• High-level roundtable co-organised by Regions4, 
Nature4Climate, ABEMA (Brazilian Association of State 
Environmental Entities), and the Governors’ Climate and 
Forests Task Force (GCF Task Force).and Under2.  

• The event will feature two panels, with each speaker being 
allocated 5 minutes for their intervention. You will speak 
during panel 1 from 0945-1020. 

• You will announce the launch of the Just Resilience Action 
Platform during your remarks. 

• The event will finish shortly before 11:00, at which point you will 
take part in the signing of an MOU between Regions4 and 
ABEMA (Brazilian Association of State Environmental Entities). 

Who  
 

Overall moderator: 

• Natalia Uribe – Secretary General Regions4 
 
Opening remarks:  

• Mrs. Nigar Arpadarai as the Climate High-Level Champion of 
COP30 Presidency 

• Mr. Jean Lemire - Quebec Envoy for Climate Change and 
Nordic and Arctic Affairs  

 
Panel 1:  

• Moderator: Mrs Colleen Scanlan, Lyons Senior Director, GCF 
Task Force 

• Gillian Martin, Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and  

• Energy, Government of Scotland 

• Mr. Andréa Vulcanis, Secretary of State for Environment of 
Goais  

• Mr. Ewan Botha, MEC for Environment, Gauteng  

• Mr. Wilson Lima, Governor of Amazonas, Brazil 
 
Panel 2: 

• Moderator: Natalia Uribe, Secretary General Regions4 

• Sonsoles Letang, Director General for climate change and 
environmental quality, government of Catalonia 

• Marcelo Jaramillo Calle, Prefect of the Province of Cañar, 
member of the General Assembly, and representative of the 
Climate Change Commission of CONGOPE, Ecuador 

• Mrs. Jessica Hitt, Senior Director Adaptation and Resilience, 
ClimateWorks 

 



Wrap-up and Forward look: 

• Champa Patel, Director for Governments and Policy, Climate 
Group 

• Mr. Bernado Rossi, Secretary of state for environment and 
sustainable development, State  

 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome and framing (0930-0945) 
2. Panel 1 – From Commitments to Territorial Action (0945-

1020) 
3. Panel 2 - Investing Where Change Happens (1020-1045)  
4. Wrap up and look forward to COP31 (1045-1100) 
5. ABEMA MOU Signing Ceremony 

 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International Development 
and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
With COP30 being the ‘implementation COP’ this event aims to ‘demonstrate that 
global climate and nature goals are achieved from the ground up’ by highlighting the 
leadership and investment opportunities offered by subnational governments.  
 
The stated objectives of the event are as follows: 
 

• Amplify Subnational Leadership: Demonstrate how regional governments are 

driving integrated climate, nature and resilience action that delivers tangible 

benefits for people and ecosystems.  

• Promote Multilevel Collaboration: Illustrate how regional innovation and 

territorial solutions contribute to Global Goal on Adaptation and national 

climate and biodiversity goals, strengthening coherence across levels of 

governance.  

• Mobilize Climate and Nature Finance: Elevate scalable initiatives and funding 

mechanisms that bridge the subnational finance gap.  

• Shape the path beyond COP30: Contribute to the COP30 Action Agenda and 

lay the groundwork for a stronger recognition of subnational leadership toward 

COP31. 

 
In addition to participating subnational leaders and national-level Ministers, the target 
audience for this event includes the following: 
 

• Development banks, climate funds, and philanthropic partners exploring ways 

to scale finance and technical assistance for subnational initiatives. 



• UN agencies and Climate Champion Teams collaborating to strengthen 

coherence between local, national, and global processes, and to highlight 

territorial contributions to the Paris Agreement, the Global Biodiversity 

Framework, and the UAE–Belém Work Programme. 

• Civil society, Indigenous and community networks, academia, and private sector 

representatives committed to advancing integrated territorial solutions.  

 
 
Sensitivities 
None.  
 
Annotated Agenda 
1. Welcome and framing (0930-0945) 

• n/a 

 
2. Panel 1 – From Commitments to Territorial Action (0945-1020) 

• Please deliver the remarks contained within your speaking note. 

 
3. Panel 2 - Investing Where Change Happens (1020-1045)  

• n/a 

 
4. Wrap up and look forward to COP31 (1045-1055) 

• n/a 

 
5. ABEMA MOU Signing Ceremony 

• I am proud to be signing this MOU on behalf of the Regions4 Presidency, and 

I look forward to working closely with ABEMA over the coming period. 

 
Desired Outcomes 

• Audience members are inspired by our work on the Just Resilience Action 

Platform and are interested in taking part.  

• The Scottish Government remains part of important global discussions on 

innovative climate finance 

• Awareness is raised of scalable and investible funding mechanisms within 

Scotland and partner regions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biographies 



Natalia Uribe – Secretary General – Regions4 

Natalia Uribe has over 17 years of experience in international cooperation 

and sustainable development, with a strong background in UN agencies. 

She leads Regions4’s advocacy for regional governments in global 

biodiversity, climate, and sustainability agendas. You met her at New York Climate 

Week 2024.  

Welcome and framing: 

Mr. Jean Lemire - Quebec Envoy for Climate Change and Nordic and 

Arctic Affairs – International adaptation finance and launch of 

RegionsAdapt progress report 

 

Nigar Arpadarai – Climate High-Level Champion – COP30 Presidency 

Nigar Arpadarai is a Member of Parliament in Azerbaijan and the UN Climate 

Change High-Level Champion for COP29. With 15 years of experience in 

international relations and communications, she advocates for inclusive climate 

action and global collaboration.  

Panel 1:  

Moderator: 

Colleen Scanlan,  Lyons, SeniorDirector, GCF Task Force 

 

 

Andréa Vulcanis – Secretary of State for Environment – Goiás 

Andréa Vulcanis is a federal attorney and environmental law expert with 

over two decades of experience. She has held senior roles at IBAMA and 

other agencies, and currently leads Goiás’s environmental policy and regulatory 

frameworks. 

Mr. Wilson Lima, Governor of Amazonas, Brazil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewan Botha – MEC for Environment – Gauteng 

Ewan Botha is a South African politician and lawyer serving as Gauteng’s 

Environment MEC. He focuses on sustainable development, climate 

education, and economic innovation, and is part of the province’s coalition-led 

executive. 

 



 

ENDS 

  



UN HABITAT MINISTERIAL BELÉM HIGH-LEVEL ROUNDTABLES: MUTIRÃO 

FOR FINANCING THE MULTILEVEL IMPLEMENTATION OF NDCS 3.0 

Tuesday 11 November 2025 12:30- 14:00, Side Event Room 5  

 

Key 
messages 
 

• Scotland is committed to effective multi-level governance that 
ensures governments have the tools at their disposal to tackle 
climate change and transition their economies.  

• Scotland’s domestic and international experience around funding 
the just transition and climate justice can meaningfully contribute 
to these discussions.  

What 
 

• This is a meeting co-hosted by the COP30 Presidency, Brazil’s 
Ministry of Cities, Brazil’s Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change and UN-Habitat.  This meeting will focus on how urban 
climate finance can be better positioned within the global climate 
finance architecture, including in the context of the New 
Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) on climate finance.  

Who  
 

• Ms. Lin O’Grady, Deputy Head, Sustainable Infrastructure Group, 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 

• Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, United Nations Under-Secretary 
General and the Executive Director of UN-Habitat 

• H.E. Dr. Fernando Haddad, Minister of Finance, Brazil 

• Ms. Mafalda Duarte, Executive Director of the Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) 

• Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Center for Sustainable 
Development at Columbia University and President of the UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

• H.E. Dr. Maisa Rojas Corradi, Minister of Environment, Chile 

• H.E. Jacques Assahoré Konan, Minister of  Environment, 
Sustainable Development, and Ecological Transition, Côte 
d'Ivoire 

• H.E. Dr. Rania Al-Mashat, Minister of Cooperation,  

• Egypt 

• Mr. Eric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble, France 

• Mr. João Campos, Mayor of Recife, Brazil 

• Mr. Selwin Hart, Special Adviser to the United Nations and 
Assistant Secretary-General of the Climate Action Team  

• Prof. Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the Economics of 
Innovation and Public Value at University College London and 
founding director of the UCL Institute for Innovation and Public 
Purpose 

•  

Agenda 
 

Segment Speaker 

Administrative 
Opening  

Master of Ceremony: Ms. Lin O’Grady, Deputy 
Head,  
Sustainable Infrastructure Group, European 
Bank for  
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 



High-level 
opening 

Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, United Nations 
Under-Secretary General and the Executive 
Director of UN-Habitat H.E. Dr. Fernando 
Haddad, Minister of Finance, Brazil 

Keynote: Why 
urban climate 
finance matters 
and the role of 
the updated 
NDCs 

Ms. Mafalda Duarte, Executive Director of the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

Keynote: 
Operationalising 
Multi-level 
Governance: 
Turning NDCs 
into Action  

Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Center for 
Sustainable Development at Columbia 
University and President of the UN Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network 

Spotlight 
Discussion 1: 
Multilevel 
climate action 
in NDCs – a 
mandate for 
climate 
financing for 
and with cities 

Moderator: Ms. Lin O’Grady, Deputy Head, 
Sustainable  
Infrastructure Group, European Bank for 
Reconstruction and  
Development (EBRD) 
Speakers:  

• H.E. Dr. Maisa Rojas Corradi, Minister of 
Environment,  

• Chile 

• H.E. Jacques Assahoré Konan, Minister of  

• Environment, Sustainable Development, 
and  

• Ecological Transition, Côte d'Ivoire 

• H.E. Gillian Martin, Cabinet Secretary for 
Climate Action and Energy, Scotland 

• H.E. Dr. Rania Al-Mashat, Minister of 
Cooperation, Egypt 

• Mr. Eric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble, France 

• Mr. João Campos, Mayor of Recife, Brazil 

• Mr. Selwin Hart, Special Adviser to the 
United Nations  

• Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-
General of the Climate Action Team 

Keynote: How to 
translate the new 
$300 billion per 
year climate 
finance goal into 
a concrete, 
actionable plan 
that prioritizes 
adaptation, loss 
and damage, 

Prof. Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the 
Economics of Innovation and Public Value at 
University College London and founding 
director of the UCL Institute for Innovation and 
Public Purpose 



and just 
transition in cities 
and urban 
areas?  

Spotlight 
discussion 2: 
Mutirão – The 
new way of 
working. 
Multilevel and 
multistakeholder 
climate finance: 
A cooperation 
among 
governments, 
IFIs, and private 
sector 

Moderator: Ms. Lin O’Grady, Deputy Head, 
Sustainable Infrastructure Group, European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD)  

• Mr. Martin Mbeng, Ambassador of 
Cameroon in Brazil  

• Mr. Tse Chin-wan, BBS, JP, Secretary for 
Environment and Ecology, Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, China 

• Ms. Marília Carvalho de Melo, Secretary of 
Environment and Sustainable 
Development, Minas Gerais, Brazil 

• Mr. Gianpiero Nacci, European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development  

• Mr. Mikko Ollikainen, Head, Adaptation 
Fund 

• Mr. Kamran Khan, Head of ESG for Asia 
Pacific (APAC), Middle East and Africa 
(MEA), Deutsche Bank  

• Mr. Antón Leis García, Director General of 
AECID (the Spanish Agency for 
International Development Cooperation), 
Spain 

Closing remarks Dr. Ajay Bhushan Pandey, Vice President, 
Investment Solutions, Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank  
H.E. Jader Barbalho Filho, Minister of Cities, 
Brazil 

Closing of 
session  

Master of Ceremony : Ms. Lin O’Grady, Deputy 
Head, Sustainable Infrastructure Group, 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) 

 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International Development and 
Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
This is a UN-Habitat Ministerial meeting focused on how urban climate finance can 
be better positioned within the global finance architecture. This event will focus on:  
 



- The need for sub-national governments to be empowered to access finance 

directly to accelerate the implementation of their climate commitments.  

- How urban climate finance can be more explicitly integrated into the 

implementation of national climate strategies, recognising that local-level 

investments are essential to achieving national targets and delivering high-

impact mitigation and adaptation outcomes.   

- The importance of multilevel governance and multistakeholder cooperation, 

showcasing successful models of collaboration between national and local 

governments, development banks, and private sector.  

 
Sensitivities 
No sensitivities.  
 
Agenda 
See above. You are answering during the first panel.  
 
Please see answer to your question in the speaking note pack.  
 
Desired Outcomes 

• Demonstrate Scotland’s commitment to multi-level governance aimed at 

accelerating climate action to meet national and international climate targets.  

 
Biographies 

 
Ms. Lin O’Grady, Deputy Head, Sustainable Infrastructure Group, 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 

Lin is Deputy Head of the EBRD’s Sustainable Infrastructure Group, with 

project finance experience across transport and urban sectors. She has led major 

investments in rail, airports, and roads across the Bank’s regions and is a key 

architect of EBRD Green Cities, a €5 billion programme advancing climate finance 

and sustainable urban development. 

 

 Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, United Nations Under-Secretary General 

and the Executive Director of UN-Habitat 

Anacláudia Rossbach was appointed the Executive Director of UN-Habitat, in 2024. 

An economist with over 20 years of experience in urban development, she has led 

major initiatives on informal settlements, housing, and urban policy. 

 

 



H.E. Dr. Fernando Haddad, Minister of Finance, Brazil 

Fernando Haddad is a Brazilian politician, academic and lawyer who has 

served as Minister of Finance since 1 January 2023. In his role, he’s 

pushing a plan that marries economic growth with sustainability—aiming 

to create green jobs, reduce dependence on foreign fertilisers, expand 

solar power in underserved regions and issue green bonds.  

 

Ms. Mafalda Duarte, Executive Director of the Green Climate Fund 

(GCF) 

Mafalda Duarte is the Executive Director of the Green Climate Fund 

(GCF), the world’s largest multilateral climate fund, where she leads efforts to invest 

$50 billion by 2030. Named by TIME as one of the most influential climate leaders, 

she oversees GCF’s multi-billion-dollar portfolio across 130+ countries. 

 

Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Center for Sustainable 

Development at Columbia University and President of the UN 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

Jeffrey D. Sachs is a world-renowned economics professor, bestselling 

author, innovative educator, and global leader in sustainable development. He is 

widely recognized for his work on debt crises, poverty reduction, public health, 

economic transitions, and climate change. 

 

H.E. Dr. Maisa Rojas Corradi, Minister of Environment, Chile 

Maisa Rojas, a climate scientist, is leading Chile’s push for stronger 

environmental regulations. She is spearheading a climate law aiming for 

carbon neutrality by 2050 and granting her ministry authority to set emissions caps, 

including for the mining sector. 

 

 

H.E. Jacques Assahoré Konan, Minister of Environment, Sustainable 

Development, and Ecological Transition, Côte d'Ivoire 

Jacques Assahoré Konan, was appointed Minister of Environment, 

Sustainable Development and Ecological Transition of Côte d’Ivoire, in 

October 2023. In his current role he is actively pushing Côte d’Ivoire’s transition to a 

circular economy, strengthening carbon markets and pollution control mechanisms, 

and rolling out the country’s new Environmental Code.  



H.E. Dr. Rania Al-Mashat, Minister of Cooperation, Egypt 

Dr. Rania A. Al-Mashat has over 20 years of experience in central 

banking, economic policy, and international development, she has 

advanced climate finance, sustainable development, and gender equality, 

including launching Egypt’s Nexus of Water, Food, and Energy (NWFE) platform to 

mobilize climate investments.  

Mr. Eric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble, France 

Éric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble since 2014, was re-elected in 2020. A long-

time advocate for social and ecological transformation, he has focused on 

climate action, sustainable urban policies, and social inclusion, building on 

his earlier work in civil society and regional politics with Europe Ecology Greens. 

 

Mr. João Campos, Mayor of Recife, Brazil 

João Henrique Campos was elected Mayor of Recife in 2020 as the 

city’s youngest mayor, winning a tight race with 56% of the vote. He was 

re-elected in 2024 with a record 78% of valid votes, securing victory in the first 

round. 

Selwin Hart- Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General and 

Assistant Secretary-General of the Climate Action Team  

Selwin works to ensure enhanced levels of ambition on climate change, 

focusing on Member State support, coalition-building, UN system 

engagement, and public mobilization to implement the Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change. 

 

 

Prof. Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the Economics of Innovation and Public 

Value at University College London and founding director of the 

UCL Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose 

Mariana is the Founder and Director of the Institute for Innovation and 

Public Purpose at University College London. Founded in 2017, the 

institute is changing how public value is imagined, practiced and evaluated to tackle 

societal challenges. 



 

Dr. Ajay Bhushan Pandey, Vice President, Investment Solutions, 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

Ajay Bhushan Pandey is Vice President, Investment Solutions at 

AIIB. Former Finance Secretary of India and CEO of Aadhaar, he led 

major initiatives in digital finance, infrastructure, and investment 

frameworks, advancing financial inclusion and attracting private and sovereign 

capital.  

 

 

H.E. Jader Barbalho Filho, Minister of Cities, Brazil  

Jader Barbalho Filho, is Brazil’s Minister of Cities, overseeing the Minha Casa Minha 

Vida program. A businessman and former manager of the RBA Communication 

Group and serves as state president of MDB ( Brazilian Democratic Movement) 

political party in Pará. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENDS 

  



GAUTENG BILATERAL WITH EWAN BOTHA MEC BRIEFING 

Tuesday 11 November 14:00- 14:30, [location tbc] 

Key messages 
 

[Redacted - s. 30(b)(i)] 

• Scotland is proud to represent the needs and ambitions of 
the Regions4 Network at COP30 and beyond. 

What 
 

• Bilateral meeting with Gauteng Province, facilitated by 
Regions4 Secretariat 

Who  
 

• Ewan Botha – Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for 
Environment and a Member of the Gauteng Provincial 
Legislature. 

• Natalia Uribe, Secretary General of Regions4 

• [Redacted – - s. 38(1)(b)] 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Gauteng Priorities 
2. African Vice Presidency 
3. Regions4 Strategic Priorities (e.g. JRAP) 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
[Redacted - s. 32(1)(a)(ii)] Current African VP Rabat-Sale-Kenitra will reach the end 
of their mandate at the 2026 General Assembly, therefore a new candidate will need 
to be identified.  
 
[Redacted - s. 32(1)(a)(i)] 
 
Sensitivities 
[Redacted - s. 32(1)(a)(i)] 
 
Annotated Agenda 
1. Gauteng Priorities 

• I had a productive discussion with your predecessor Sheila Peters in New York 

last year. [Redacted - s. 32(1)(a)(i)] 

• Ask: What does Mr Botha see as priorities for his region? 

• Offer: How could Scotland help to support his priorities as Regions4 President?  

 
2. African Vice Presidency 

• [Redacted - s. 32(1)(a)(i)] 

• Since taking up the Presidency we have enjoyed excellent working relationships 

with our Vice Presidents, and together we have all been granted greater access 



to high-profile opportunities to advocate on behalf of ourselves and the network.  

Ask: [Redacted - s.30b(i)] 

• Offer: Official level meeting to discuss Scotland’s Presidential workplan with 

Gauteng officials.  

 
3. Regions4 Strategic Priorities 

• Scotland is proud to be supporting Regions4 as a founding partner of the Just 

Resilience Action Platform.  

• Ask: [Redacted -  s.30b(i)] 

 
Desired Outcomes 
[Redacted -  s.30b(i)] 
 

Biographies 
Ewan Botha - Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for 
Environment and as a Member of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature.  
In his portfolio, Botha oversees environmental governance, including 
waste management, air quality, and sustainable development initiatives 
aligned with the Growing Gauteng Together 2030 strategy. 

ENDS 

  



INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) CLIMATE JUSTICE 

AND HUMAN MOBILITY PANEL SESSION BRIEFING 

Tuesday 11 November 16:30- 18:00, Blue Zone Side Event Room 1 

Key messages 
  

• Human mobility and the climate crisis are deeply 
interconnected. Any fair global response must protect 
people’s rights and choices when faced with climate 
impacts.   

• Climate justice approaches can reduce climate-related 
displacement risk. Scotland's Climate Justice Fund 
programmes demonstrate how grants-based, locally led 
climate finance can reduce forced migration.   

• Climate justice and human mobility must be reflected in 
COP30 decisions and the Action Agenda, with concrete 
commitments and finance to turn principles into action. 

What 
  

• Panel event titled Climate Justice and Human Mobility: 
Charting a pioneering course beyond COP30 

Who  
  

• Marina Silva, Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change, Brazil  

• Amy Pope, Director General, IOM  

• Selwin Hart, Special Adviser to the United Nations 
Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-General of 
the Climate Action Team  

• Beatrice Anywar Atim, Minister of State for the 
Environment, Uganda  

• Rania Al-Mashat, Minister of Planning, Economic 
Development, and International Cooperation, Egypt  

• Ralph Regenvanu, Minister of State for Climate Change 
Adaptation, Vanuatu 

• Ilze Brands Kehris, Deputy Secretary-General for 
Human Rights, OHCHR  

• [Redacted – S. 38(1)(b)] 

Agenda 
  

1. Speakers arrive and meet (16:30- 16:45)  
2. Opening and moderator introduction (16:45- 16:50) 
3. Remarks by Marina Silva, Minister of Environment and 

Climate Change, Brazil (16:50- 16:55) 
4. Remarks by Amy Pope, Director General, IOM (16:55- 

17:00) 
5. Panel Discussion (17:00- 17:55) 
6. Closing remarks by moderator (17:55- 18:00) 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 

[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)]  

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 



  

 

Summary 

  

This event is being organised in partnership with the Brazilian Ministry for 

Environment and Climate Change. The event will highlight opportunities to leverage 

climate justice approaches in addressing human mobility priorities, to inform COP30 

negotiations and the Action Agenda. You will showcase how our Climate Justice 

Fund supports locally led adaptation, strengthening resilience, reducing the need for 

climate-related forced migration, and promoting climate justice for migrants and 

displaced persons 

 

The event provides an opportunity to share Scotland’s learning, advocate for grant-

based, locally led finance, and influence COP30 outcomes so that human mobility 

and justice are embedded in COP30 outcomes, and on decisions on adaptation and 

loss and damage.  

 

Officials have in the past year strengthened relations with the IOM, most recently at 

the UNFCCC Bonn Conference in June 2025  

 

Sensitivities  

 

• [Redacted - s. 29(1)(a)]  
 

Annotated Agenda 

  

1. Speakers arrive and meet (16:30- 16:45) 

• Group photo  

  

2. Opening and Moderator Introduction (16:45- 16:50)  

• Moderator welcomes participants and outlines the session’s structure. 

  

3. Remarks by Marina Silva, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Brazil 

(16:50- 16:55) 

• Minister Silva delivers keynote remarks on climate justice and human mobility, 

and expectations towards COP30. 

  

4. Remarks by Amy Pope, Director General, IOM (16:55- 17:00) 

• IOM DG delivers keynote remarks highlighting the global perspective on human 

mobility, and stressing the need for international cooperation and human rights 

frameworks in protecting people on the move. 

  

5. Panel Discussion (17:00- 17:55) 



• Moderator introduces panelists.  

• Each panelist delivers a brief opening statement (3 minutes max) on the 

question: How can international cooperation at COP30 and beyond advance 

a climate justice agenda that addresses the intersection between human 

mobility and climate change? (see speaking note for your response). 

• Moderator then asks one follow up question per panelist. You will be asked how 

can the Loss and Damage agenda effectively set up support systems to 

prevent displacement and promote climate justice for migrants and 

displaced persons in the context of climate change? (see speaking note for 

your response).  

  

6. Closing remarks by moderator (17:55- 18:00) 

• Moderator summarises key messages and thanks all for their participation.  

  

Desired Outcomes 

 

• Demonstrate support for and elevate perspectives of Global South communities 

being directly impacted by climate mobility issues, in order to inform COP30 

negotiations and the Action Agenda. 

• Showcase positive examples and solutions for climate justice approaches- 

including Scotland’s climate justice funding- as a way to build the case for a 

proactive COP30 agenda.  

  

  

 

 

 

Biographies  

Marina Silva- Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Brazil  

Marina Silva is a Brazilian politician and environmentalist who has 

served as Brazil's Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 

from 2003 to 2008 and again since 2023. She is the founder and 

former spokeswoman for the Sustainability Network (REDE). 

 

 

 Amy Pope- Director General, IOM  

Amy is the Director General of IOM: and is the first woman to hold 

the position. Prior to her election in 2023, she served in high-level 

roles in the U.S. government, including as a Senior Advisor on 

Migration to President Biden and as the Deputy Homeland Security 

Advisor under President Obama. 

 



Selwin Hart- Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General and 

Assistant Secretary-General of the Climate Action Team  

Selwin works to ensure enhanced levels of ambition on climate 

change, focusing on Member State support, coalition-building, UN 

system engagement, and public mobilization to implement the 

Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

  

 

Beatrice Anywar Atim, Minister of State for the Environment, 

Uganda  

Ms. Beatrice Atim Odwong Anywar, is the Minister of State for 

Environment in Uganda. She was appointed as the Shadow Minister 

for Environment due to her environmental activism and became well 

known for her work to save the Mabira Forest in Uganda. 

 

 

Rania Al-Mashat, Minister of Planning, Economic Development, 

and International Cooperation, Egypt  

H.E Dr. Rania A. Al-Mashat has been part of Egypt’s Cabinet of 

Ministers since 2018, where she currently serves as the Minister of 

Planning, Economic Development & International Cooperation. 

 

  

Ralph Regenvanu, Minister of State for Climate Change 

Adaptation, Vanuatu 

Ralph Regenvanu is Vanuatu’s Minister for Climate Change 

Adaptation, Energy, Environment, Meteorology, Geo-Hazards and 

Disaster Management. He is currently serving his sixth term as a 

Member of Parliament in Vanuatu 

 

  

Ilze Brands Kehris, Deputy Secretary-General for Human Rights, 

OHCHR  

Ilze Brands Kehris has served as Deputy Secretary-General for 

Human Rights since 2020, heading the UN Human Rights Office in 

New York. 

  

 

• [Redacted – S. 38(1)(b)] 
 

ENDS 
 
 



BUILDING RESILIENT FUTURES: LOCALLY LED SOLUTIONS FOR LOSS AND 
DAMAGE 
Wednesday 12 November 10:00- 11:15, DRI Pavilion Blue Zone, 

Key messages 
  

• Locally led climate action can build resilience and create 
opportunities. 

 

• We will continue to advocate for good quality climate 
finance. 

 

What 
  

Panel event showcasing locally led solutions for Loss and 
damage. You will answer a pre-agreed question. 
  

Who  
  

• Ritu Bharadwaj, Director – Climate Resilience, Finance and 
Loss & Damage / ALL ACT, IIED 

• Suchismita Mukhopadhyay, Lead Specialist – Advocacy, 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) 

• H.E. Ruleta Camacho Thomas, Climate Ambassador, 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda  

• Abdihakim Ainte, Director, Food Security and Climate 
Change, Prime Minister’s Office, Somalia  

• Emmanuel Seck, Director, Enda Energie, Senegal  

• Emiliano Milanez Graziano da Silva, Instituto Fome Zero 
(IFZ), Brazil  

• Shakirul Islam, Chairperson, OKUP, Bangladesh  
 

Agenda 
  

1. Welcome and opening  
2. Evidence and framing  
3. High level and country perspectives panel: Building 

resilient futures  
4. Financing, partnerships, and policy enablers  
5. Summary and way forward  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

  
Summary 

This session will explore how locally led approaches can complement national loss 
and damage strategies and the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD). It 
will highlight lessons from countries such as India, Somalia and Senegal, where local 
networks are rebuilding community infrastructure while integrating early warning, 
social protection, and local governance mechanisms. 
  



Your intervention will highlight successful community led interventions from our Loss 
and damage and Climate Justice programmes.  
  
Sensitivities 
  
[Redacted - s. 29(1)(a)] 
  
Agenda 
  
1. Welcome and opening (5 min) 

• Suchismita Mukhopadhyay, Lead Specialist – Advocacy, Coalition for Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) 

o Welcome participants and introduce the session’s integrated approach 

and present the Disaster Resilient Infrastructure Action Agenda as a 

key initiative to strengthen infrastructure resilience and collaboration. 

  
2. Evidence and framing (5 min) 

• Ritu Bharadwaj, Director – Climate Resilience, Finance and Loss & Damage / 

ALL ACT, IIED 

• Presentation of findings from the ASPIRE economic assessment 

showing the cost-effectiveness of anticipatory and resilience-building 

actions, and how these can reduce loss and damage while advancing 

inclusive adaptation. 

  
3. High level and country perspectives panel: Building resilient futures (30 
min) 
Purpose: Explore how locally led actions are reducing loss and damage, 
strengthening systems, and scaling national responses. 
Panellists: 

• H.E. Ruleta Camacho Thomas, Climate Ambassador, Government of Antigua 

and Barbuda  

• Aligning resilience and debt reform with loss and damage action in 

SIDS. 

 
 

• Gillian Martin MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy, 

The Scottish Government  

• how early action through social protection can be embedded into 

climate justice and international cooperation efforts 

• Abdihakim Ainte, Director, Food Security and Climate Change, Prime 

Minister’s Office, Somalia  

• Linking social protection, infrastructure, and early warning to address 

loss and damage. 

• Emmanuel Seck, Director, Enda Energie, Senegal  

• Civil society partnerships and inclusive approaches to local resilience. 



• Emiliano Milanez Graziano da Silva, Instituto Fome Zero (IFZ), Brazil  

• Community driven innovations for food security and resilience. 

• Shakirul Islam, Chairperson, OKUP, Bangladesh  

• Local leadership and protection for vulnerable and migrant 

communities. 

  
4. Financing, partnerships, and policy enablers (30 min) 
Purpose: Discuss how innovative financing, institutional partnerships, and enabling 
policy frameworks can scale locally led resilient infrastructure. 
Panellists: 

• Annika Otterstedt, Deputy Director General, Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)  

• Donor priorities for scaling local action. 

• Valerie Herzog, Climate Change Specialist, OPEC Fund  

• Innovative finance models and partnerships for resilience. 

• Animesh Kumar, Head, UNDRR Office in Bonn (tbc)  

• Integrating disaster risk reduction and anticipatory frameworks into 

national systems. 

• Harj Narulla, Barrister, Doughty Street Chambers, London (tbc) 

• Legal and rights-based approaches for locally led, inclusive resilience. 

• Matt Holmes, Group Head of Political and Government Affairs, Zurich (tbc) 

• Using insurance analytics to de-risk and mobilise resilience investment. 

• Bhim Adhikari, Senior Program Specialist, IDRC  

• Evidence and learning to inform national and global resilience finance. 

  
5. Summary and way forward (5 min) 
  
Desired outcomes 
Showcase practical examples from our loss and damage and climate justice 
programmes that demonstrate the effectiveness of locally led interventions.  
  
Background 
 
The event organisers, IIED are a well-respected international thinktank at the cutting 
edge of research on loss and damage and adaptation.  
  
They have recently published research arguing that early action through social 
protection offers one of the most effective ways to build climate resilience – 
protecting vulnerable households before disasters strike and reducing the cost of 
response. Their evidence shows that building resilience in advance is far more 
effective, than reactive humanitarian responses.  
  
Every US$1 invested in anticipatory and resilience action saves between US$2 and 
US$5 in avoided losses, while strengthening food security, social cohesion, and 
productivity. 
  



They have also developed a diagnostic tool (ASPIRE), which assesses a country’s 
readiness to deliver early action through social protection across policies, systems, 
programmes and delivery mechanisms. It will also help countries to develop stronger 
funding proposals for UNFCCC Fund for Loss and Damage (FRLD). 
 
  
  
Scottish Government recent engagement with IIED 
In October 2025, Katherine White, DD International Development and Climate, 
represented the Scottish Government at the launch of IIED’s new research. 
  
 Biographies 

Suchismita Mukhopadhyay, Lead Specialist – Advocacy, 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)  
 CIDR is a coalition of countries, UN agencies, multilateral 

development banks, the private sector, and academic institutions, 

that aims to promote disaster-resilient infrastructure.  

 

Ritu Bharadwaj, Director – Climate Resilience, Finance and 

Loss & Damage / ALL ACT, IIED  

She has led global initiatives linking climate change, financial 

stability, and social resilience, particularly in SIDS, LDCs. Ritu 

chaired the Scottish Government’s Loss and damage Panel event at 

COP29 

 

H.E. Ruleta Camacho Thomas, Climate Ambassador, 

Government of Antigua and Barbuda  

Since May 2024, she has served as Climate Ambassador for Antigua 

and Barbuda and as UNFCCC Lead Reviewer, focusing on 

ecosystem-based management and marine protected areas.  

 

Abdihakim Ainte, Director, Food Security and Climate Change, 

Prime Minister’s Office, Somalia  

 He has played a key role in programs like the Somalia Agri-Food 

Investment Partnership, supporting climate-smart agriculture and 

food security.  



 

Emmanuel Seck, Director, Enda Energie, Senegal  

Chairs the Global Board of the Global Network for Disaster 

Reduction and contributes to UNCCD and UNFCCC processes, 

focusing on desertification, slow-onset events, and climate 

finance.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ROUNDTABLE WITH NON-ECONOMIC LOSS AND DAMAGE (NELD) 

PROGRAMME PARTNERS  

Wednesday 12 November at 13:30 – 14:30, [location tbc] 

Key messages 
  

We will continue to advocate for loss and damage funding as 
grants not loans; a community access window in the Fund for 
Responding to Loss and Damage; and recognition for Non-
economic loss and damage. 

What 
  

Opportunity to hear from grassroots organisations, who have 
received funding through our Non-Economic Loss and damage 
(NELD) Programme. 
  
On 13 Nov, we will announce our last round of funding awards 
to 9 organisations based in the Andes. At least two of these 
organisations will be at the meeting. 

Who  
  

Heather McGray, CEO, Climate Justice Resilience Fund. 
  
Representatives from organisations funded through our NELD 
Programme.  

Agenda 
  

1. Introduction to Programme  

• Overview of the Programme from delivery partner 
Climate Justice Resilience Fund 

  
2. Context specific experiences of NELD 

• Grantees will give a brief overview of their 
organisation and experiences of NELD 

  
3. Projects funded  

• Grantees will explain how the Programme has 
supported them. 

  
4. COP30 

• Grantees will relay their messages to global climate 
negotiators. 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Attendees 

• Annex A: Background 

• Annex B: Andes Grants 

  

 

 

Summary 



Since 2023, our world first Non-Economic Loss and damage Programme has funded 

over 34 grassroots organisations in East Africa, Bay of Bengal, Pacific Islands 

and the Andes, led by women, young people and Indigenous Peoples. It has also 

enabled the continuation of the Loss and Damage Youth grant making council. 

  

An opportunity to meet some of the organisations to better understand: their context 

specific experiences of NELD, how the Programme has supported them; and what 

messages do they have for global climate negotiators? 

  

Sensitivities 

  

[Redacted - s. 29(1)(a)] 
 

Annotated Agenda  

1. Introduction to Programme  

• Heather McGray (CJRF) will give a brief overview of the Programme 

  

2. Context specific experiences of NELD 

• Grantees will give a brief overview of their organisation and their 

experiences of NELD 

• Ask: Very interested to hear your experiences.  

• Offer: We are aware that NELD is often overlooked in traditional 

assessments of loss and damage. We will continue to press for adequate 

recognition for NELD. 

  

3. Projects funded  

• Grantees will explain how the Programme has supported them. 

• Ask: Interested to hear what our funding has supported. What difference 

has this support made to your community?  

• Offer: We will continue to advocate for loss and damage funding as grants 

not loans; and a community access window in the Fund for Responding to 

Loss and Damage. 

 

  

4. COP30 

• Grantees will relay their messages to global climate negotiators. 

• Ask: What are your hopes for this COP30? What messages do you want 

me to share? 

• Offer: It is so important that local voices are heard in global climate 

negotiations. We will continue to listen to and share your experiences. 

  

Desired Outcomes 



• Better understanding of the difference types of NELD and to hear what our 

funding has supported. 

 

 

Attendees (there may be additional attendees) 

  

Andes 

Bolivia 

• Liga de Defensa del Medio Ambiente ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Colombia 

• Fundacion Barranquilla+20 ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Pacific Islands 

Fiji 

• Pacific Climate Warriors ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Tuvalu 

• Tuvalu Climate Action Network ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Kiribati 

• Kiribati Climate Action Network ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Marshall Islands 

• Jo-Jikum ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Bay of Bengal 

Bangladesh 

• Internews’ Earth Journalism Network (Joydeep) 

• Young Power in Social Action ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

• Shariatpur Development Society (Rabeya) 

  

East Africa 

Kenya 

• Baringo Women and Youth Organization ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

• Sangida Foundation ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Malawi 

• CARD ([Redacted s.38(1)(b)]) 

  

Youth Grants 

• Ineza from Loss and Damage Youth Coalition 

 



Annex A 

  

  

Background 

  

  

Non-economic loss and damage (NELD) covers a broad spectrum, from loss and 

damage to biodiversity and ecosystem services; lives, health and mobility; to 

territory, cultural heritage, Indigenous Knowledge and social and cultural identity. 

Though NELD might be difficult to quantify in economic terms, the non-economic 

impacts of climate change have economic consequences. There are also emotional, 

mental and psychological impacts, including grief, that can accompany the lived 

experience of climate change, which are increasingly acknowledged, yet still not 

adequately addressed. 

 

  

Non-Economic Loss and Damage (NELD) Programme - until 31 March 2026 

First announced at COP27, the Climate Justice Resilience Fund are delivering our 

three-year £5m Programme, This is the final year of delivery. 

  

The Programme operates in four regions – East Africa, Bay of Bengal, Pacific 

Islands and the Andes. It funds small, grassroots organisations – led by minorities. 

This has resulted in an incredibly wide variety of projects from human rights 

advocacy to support for mental health to cultural preservation.  

  

Women and girls have had a strong voice throughout all stages of the Programme’s 

design. There are also Regional learning partners (in Fiji, Bangladesh and South 

Africa) who are gathering and sharing learning across all four regions. 

  

  

Climate Justice Resilience Fund (CJRF) 

CJRF pools funds from private foundations and philanthropists. It then distributes 

grants to climate organisations supporting women, youth, and Indigenous Peoples. 

The Scottish Government is CJRF’s only government funder. CJRF is fiscally 

sponsored by Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. 

  

The Programme is open to being scaled by funding from other governments, 

including sub-national governments, NGOs and the private sector.  

  

As part of our initial £2m loss and damage pledge at COP26, we awarded CJRF 

£1m to deliver the ‘Community First Pilot’. 

  

  

 



 

  

Annex B 

Andes Grants 

  

  Name of applicant Location Brief overview 

1 
Programa de 
Desarrollo Integral 
Interdisciplinario  

Bolivia 
To address the losses associated with failing 
food and water systems in communities whose 
development has been neglected 

2 
Centro de Culturas 
Indígenas del Perú  

Peru 
To support Quechua youth to reclaim and protect 
their culture and language 

3 

Centro de 
Investigación y 
Promoción del 
Campesinado  

Bolivia 

To strengthen the resilience of climate-affected 
families along the Bolivia–Peru border 

4 
Proyecto Andino de 
Tecnologías 
Campesinas  

Peru 
Andean youth in the recovery of ancestral 
knowledge of both culture and agriculture  

5 Uru Uru Team Bolivia 
To support Indigenous youth and women-led 
work including Indigenous knowledge-based 
solutions to restore forest and lake ecosystems  

6 
Liga de Defensa del 
Medio Ambiente  

Bolivia 
To support youth-led teams to identify the non-
economic losses and damages being 
experienced in their communities, 

7 

Colectivo de 
Coordinación de 
Acciones Socio 
Ambientales  

Bolivia 

Young Indigenous female environmental 
defenders to create easy-to-use materials that 
will raise these issues with youth. 

8 
Fundacion 
Barranquilla+20 

Colombia 
To a youth-led organization recovery of ancestral 
knowledge, mental health support, and advocacy 
for future action. 

9 

Fundación Mujeres 
Poderosas 
Sembrando Vida, 
Cultivando 
Comunidad y 
Identidad  

Colombia 

community care mechanisms – such as self-care 
circles, schools of ancestral knowledge, and 
intergenerational healing spaces – to address 
loss and build resilience. 

  

Total: £776k 

 

 

ENDS 



BRITISH COUNCIL CLIMATE EDUCATION SESSION: UNITING CLIMATE 

EDUCATION RESEARCH, POLICY AND PRACTICE BRIEFING 

Tuesday 11 November 14:45 – 16:00, Extreme Hangout COP30 

Key messages 
 

• Scotland is committed to empowering young people 
through climate education.  

What 
 

• Panel event organised by the British Council aiming to: 
o Showcase global climate education initiatives, 

research and practice. 
o Highlight the intersection of policy, practice and 

student / youth engagement. 
o Promote international collaboration through 

education, science and culture. 

• You will deliver a 5-minute keynote speech.  
 

Who  
 

• [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 

Agenda 
 

Session One: Research, Policy & Practice (45 mins) 
1. Opening Remarks 
2. Keynote Speakers – you will deliver a keynote 

speech from 15:00-15:05 
3. Panel Contributions 
4. Panel Q&A 
5. Session Close  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcome 

• Biographies 

 

 

 

Summary 

The event will explore global climate education policy, research and youth 

engagement, aiming to promote international collaboration and showcase innovative 

approaches to climate education. Hosted in partnership with the State of Pará 

Secretariat of Culture, the session will highlight the role of education, science, and 

culture in addressing the climate emergency. 

You have delivered the welcome remarks for the British Council COP30 simulation 

event in Edinburgh University for 2024 and 2025, which you will be highlighting in 

your keynote speech.  



Sensitivities 

No sensitivities 

 

Annotated Agenda 

Part 1: Research, Policy & Practice (45 mins)  

Chair: [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 

 

1. Opening Remarks 

 

2. Keynote Speakers:  

• Gillian Martin - Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy, Scottish 

Government 

• Marcel do Nascimento Botelhol - Vice President of the National Council of State 

Research Support Foundations (CONFAP). 

• Eliska Gooch, Youth Sustainability Champion, Department of Education, 

England 

 

3. Panel Contributions: 

• [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 

 

4. Panel Q&A   

5. Session Close 

[The full event will run until 17:00 – Please depart no later than 16:00 to attend 

your next event beginning at 16:30] 

 

 

 

Desired Outcomes 

• To showcase Scotland’s leadership in climate education, strengthen international 

partnerships and promote youth engagement as a driver of global climate action. 

 
Biographies 

[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 

 

ENDS 

 

 

  



NETWORKING FOR THE NEW FOREST ECONOMY – INVESTING WHERE 

CHANGE HAPPENS BRIEFING 

Wednesday 12 November 18:00- 20:30, Bem Me Quer (next to ABEMA house) 

Key messages 
 

• Forestry is a major land use in Scotland for positive 
economic, social and environmental outcomes.  

• We are supporting the growth and management of 
Scotland's forests and forestry industry, so that we may 
continue to enjoy the benefits they bring to our economy, 
environment, climate and wellbeing. 

 

What 
 

• Networking event. You will provide brief opening 
remarks.  

• This reception will bring together high-level representatives 
and partners to strengthen collaboration and exchange on 
forest-based and subnational nature-based solutions. 

• Regions4 have requested that you give informal opening 
remarks about the role Scotland has played, with 
Regions4, to drive nature and climate integration within 
climate policy, and for climate Justice.  

Who  
 

Officials have not been provided with attendees, but expect 
there to be fellow Regions4 members and representatives 
from the Green Climate Fund.   

Agenda 
 

This is an informal reception, where you will be invited to make 
a three minute intervention  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)]  

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
This reception will bring together high-level representatives and partners to 
strengthen collaboration and exchange on forest-based and subnational nature-
based solutions 
 

 

Biographies 

N/A 

ENDS 

 
  



BILATERAL WITH CLIMATE JUST COMMUNITIES (CJC) IMPLEMENTERS AND 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS BRIEFING 
Thursday 13 November 09:30 – 09:45, Government of Malawi Pavilion PV-B53 (Blue 
Zone)  
 

Key messages 
 

• The Scottish Government are proud to be supporting the 
Climate Just Communities programme, running from 2023 
and due to conclude in 2026 in Malawi, Zambia and 
Rwanda. 

• The Scottish Government recognises that those who do the 
least to contribute to the current climate crisis often feel the 
effects of it the most. 

What 
 

• Bilateral with Climate Just Communities community 
members and implementers 

Who  
 

[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Climate Just Communities Malawi 
(DAI) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Climate Just Communities Malawi 
Team Leader (DAI) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Rwanda  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - (Trócaire) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Livelihoods Security, Resilient Schools, 
Communications & Advocacy (DAI) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - (Green Living Movement) 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Malawi  [Redacted s.38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Malawi  [Redacted s.38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CJC Malawi  [Redacted s.38(1)(b)]  
 

Agenda 
 

1. Introduction and Welcome 
2. Lessons from CJC so far 
 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
 
A chance to speak to Climate Just Communities community members and 
implementers prior to “Voices for Climate Justice” event. 
 
The CJC programme, active since August 2023 and currently in implementation in 
Malawi, Rwanda, and Zambia, focuses on a community-led, participatory approach 
to address climate justice by centring the needs of the most vulnerable. 
 



You met with [Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] at COP29, and [Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] and 

[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] met with FM during his recent visit to Malawi. 

 
Sensitivities 
 
[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(ii)] 
 
Annotated Agenda 
1. Welcome and Introduction 

• Thank participants for attending COP, and express how important it is that 

community members from climate-vulnerable communities have opportunities to 

attend – and advocate on –stages like COP. 

• Ask: What opportunities have CJC partners and community members used to 

advocate at COP? 

 
2. Lessons from CJC so far 

• Acknowledge that CJC programme has delivered a great deal of concrete results 

in communities. 

• CJC demonstrates the value of community-led climate justice programming and 

the SG encourages other governments and donors to adopt approaches that place 

communities at the centre of climate action.   

• Ask: What lessons can both the Scottish Government, and other donors, take 

from Climate Just Communities when implementing future Climate Justice 

Interventions? 

 
Desired Outcomes 

• Gain insights into the practical impact of our Climate Just Communities 

programme. 

• Reinforce Scotland’s support for Global South communities – especially in 

Rwanda, Malawi and Zambia - in dealing with the climate crisis.   

 
 
Biographies 
 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

 

ENDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 



VOICES FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE EVENT BRIEFING 
Thursday 13 November 2025 09:45– 11:30, Government of Malawi Pavilion PV-B53 
(Blue Zone)  

Key messages 
 

• The Scottish Government’s Climate Just Communities 
(CJC) programme takes a community-led approach in 
building climate resilience in Malawi, Rwanda and 
Zambia – and prioritises the needs and voices of those 
who have been historically marginalised 

• It is essential that that any response to the climate crisis 
must recognise and include those most historically 
marginalised – who often bear the brunt of the climate 
crisis. This session is an opportunity to hear those voices 

• Climate Justice programming should be community-led – 
as those impacted most directly by climate crisis are 
often the experts on how to respond 

What 
 

• A panel event for implementers, and a community 
member, to share learnings from CJC – and specifically 
locally and community-led interventions. You will 
provide an approx. 5 minute keynote address at the 
beginning of this event 

Who  
 

• [Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

• Richard Pelekamoyo - Malawian Government Principal 
Secretary for the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Climate Change (Keynote Speaker) 

• [Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Agenda 
 

1. Preparation for event 
2. Introduction – including keynote from you 
3. Panel Discussion 
4. Closing Remarks. 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 
 

 

Summary 
 
This is an event with a community member, and implementers from Climate Just 
Communities (CJC) project. 
 
You will be providing a keynote address as part of remarks (approx. 5 mins). 
Following that there will be a panel you are not involved in. You are welcome to 
remain to view some of remaining of the event but you will need to leave prior to your 
next engagement at 11:00 at the Mediterranean Pavillion. 
 



The event will focus on stories of impact from Climate Just Communities – 
specifically on community-led interventions. Panel will focus on challenges faced by 
climate vulnerable communities, what climate justice means in local contexts in the 
Global South, what impact the Climate Just Communities project has on 
communities to respond to challenges, and advocacy for climate vulnerable 
communities. 
 
Sensitivities 
 
[redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 
 
 
Annotated Agenda 
1. Preparation for event 

• Arrive 15 minutes before event start to prepare for the event (to get set up with 

microphone). 

 
2. Introductory Remarks 

• Ken will provide some opening remarks, and introduce what CJC is (potentially 

via a video if facilities permit) 

• 5 min opening remarks from yourself (see speaking note) 

• 5 min opening remarks from Richard Pelekamoyo, Malawian Government 

Principal Secretary for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Climate Change 

 
3. Panel Discussion 

• Panellists will engage in panel discussion (facilitated by [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]) 

with pre-prepared questions, covering issues such as challenges faced in climate 

vulnerable communities, what climate justice means in local contexts, the impact 

of Climate Just Communities interventions and advocacy for climate justice on 

the international stage. 

• Then audience Q&A with panellists will begin 

• There is no need for Cabinet Secretary to remain for this portion of the 

event, but can view from audience until leaving for next engagement in the 

Mediterranean pavilion at 11:00 

 
4. Closing remarks 

• Facilitator of event [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] will provide some closing and 

summarising remarks to end the session. 

 
Desired Outcomes 

• Communicate the value and effectiveness of the community-led approach of the 

Climate Just Communities programme to a wide audience. 

• Those directly benefitting from and implementing the CJC programme to share 

real life impact stories. 



• Advocate for other donors and implementers to adopt a community-led climate 

justice approach. 

 
Biographies 
 
[redacted – - s. 38(1)(b)] 
 

Richard Pelekamoyo - Malawian Government Principal 
Secretary for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Climate 
Change (Keynote Speaker) 
Richard plays a key role in coordinating administrative and 
strategic initiatives within the Ministry, particularly in areas 
related to environmental sustainability, climate resilience, and 
waste management. At the launch of the CJC Malawi (in April 
2024), he highlighted the importance of community-led solutions 
to climate change. 

 
[redacted – S. 38(1)(b)] 
 
 

Name not available – Climate Just Communities Malawi 
Community member (Panel Member) 
A community member from Climate Just Communities will be on the 
panel. 
 
 

 
 

 

ENDS 



FINANCING THE TRANSITION: INNOVATIVE TOOLS FOR SUBNATIONAL 

CLIMATE ACTION BRIEFING 

Thursday 13 November 11:00 – 12:00, Mediterranean Pavilion   

  

Key messages 
  

• State, region and devolved government climate finance can 
be a catalyst for positive change. The Scottish 
Government’s funding for loss and damage, is an example 
of this. 

 

• Climate finance must be deployed in a way that is fair and 
just. 

What 
  

Panel event on innovative climate finance, organised by the 
Government of Catalonia. You will answer two pre-agreed 
questions and take part in an audience Q and A 

Who  
  

• Mr. Jordi Terrades, Secretary General of the Ministry of 

Territory, Housing and Ecological Transition, 

Government of Catalonia 

• Mr. Sam Carter, Founding Principal of Resilient Cities 
Catalyst (RCC) and former Managing Director leading 
the Resilience Team at the Rockefeller Foundation 

• Mr. Neil McFarlane, Director, Special Projects, 

Department for Environment and Water, Government of 

South Australia 

• Mr. Alessandro Cantoni, Chairman of the Regional 

Council's Environment Committee, Government of 

Lombardy  

• Ms. Sonsoles Letang, Director General for Climate 

Change and Environmental Quality, Government of 

Catalonia 

Agenda 
  

11.00 - Opening – Marc Darder 
11.05 - Opening Remarks on the importance of regional 
climate finance - Jordi Terrades  
11.20 - Panel Discussion – Moderated by Marc Darder 
11.20 - Part 1, Financing Mechanisms & Sources (25 min) 

• Catalonia 

• Scotland  

• South Australia 

• Lombardy 
11.45 - Part 2, Governance, Equity & Scaling Up (25 min) 

• Catalonia 

• Scotland 

• South Australia 

• Resilient Cities Catalyst 

• Lombardy 
12.10 - Moderated Q&A - challenges, cooperation, and 
action. 



12.25 - Closing 
Next steps and calls to action by co-hosts 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted S. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

• Additional speaking points for Q and A 

• Examples of Innovative Financing Mechanisms 

  

Summary 

Financing remains one of the greatest hurdles to delivering on ambitious climate 

goals. This event will explore a range of tools, including solidarity levies, that sub-

national governments can deploy to finance mitigation, adaptation, resilience and 

loss and damage.  

  

Catalonia will showcase their ‘Climate Fund’, which is financed by a CO2 emissions 

tax on vehicles (50%), and environmentally impactful facilities, such as industrial 

plants (20%). Other panel members will share their insights on green bonds, 

revolving funds and blended finance. 

  

Your intervention will use our Climate Justice Fund as a case study to showcase 

how sub-national government climate finance can be a catalyst for positive change; 

why climate finance must be deployed in a way that is fair and just; and what 

important lessons we can take to national and international conversations on climate 

finance. 

  

Sensitivities 

[redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 

  

  

Desired Outcomes 

• Audience members are inspired by the Scottish Government’s Climate Justice 

Fund and our action on loss and damage.   

• The Scottish Government remains part of this important global discussion on 

innovative climate finance 

  

Biographies 

  



Jordi Terrades – Secretary General, Secretary-General, 

Department of Territory, Housing and Ecological Transition, 

Government of Catalonia Experience at different sub-national 

levels of government, particularly working on land and urban 

planning portfolios.  

  

Sonsoles Letang, Director General for Climate Change and 

Environmental Quality, Catalan Government 

 Senior official in charge of integrating climate change mitigation and 

adaptation into sectoral policies. Previously served as Mayor of Sant 

Quirze Safaja.  

  

Neil McFarlane, Director, Special Projects, Government of South 

Australia Senior official with extensive experience in climate change, 

disaster risk reduction, and sustainable development. Previously 

worked as a climate advisor to the Prime Minister of Fiji. 

  

Sam Carter, Resilient Cities Catalyst Leads several strategic 

initiatives, including the California Resilience Partnership and the 

Mediterranean Climate Action Partnership. He is also an Assistant 

Professor of Urban Design at Columbia University.  

  

Mr Alessandro Cantoni, Local councilor and chairman of the 

Regional Council's Environment Committee, Government of 

Lombardy 

  

  

  

Additional speaking points – Q and A 

  

Call to action 

We have been consistently calling for the need to scale up ambition and good quality 

climate finance – for adaptation, mitigation and loss and damage. 

  

The Scottish Government is fulfilling our commitment to spend £36 million on climate 

justice over this parliament.  

  

We urge all governments – national and subnational – not to turn their backs on 

vulnerable communities suffering the worst impacts of climate change. 

  

  

Subnational government leadership 



We will have a greater impact, if we have a shared voice. We should continue to 

show bold leadership on areas like funding for loss and damage 

  

We are closer to the communities we serve, and we must take this responsibility 

seriously. Local communities – especially marginalised groups – must have a voice 

in global climate finance discussions.   

  

We will continue to encourage debate on innovative climate finance, through our 

Presidency of Regions4 and our co-chairing of the Under2 Coalition.   

  

The distribution of climate finance 

International Funds (like the UNFCCC Fund for Responding to Loss and damage) 

must be accessible to local communities. Because they know what they need to 

recover. 

  

Evidence shows us that holistic responses to climate change result in more resilient 

communities. So, we need finance for this. 

  

We want to build understanding of the often-overlooked impacts of climate change – 

such as on mental health, loss of indigenous knowledge, place, and biodiversity loss. 

  

Our world first Non-Economic Loss and damage programme, is funding grassroots 

projects in East Africa, the Pacific Islands and the Bay of Bengal. These projects are 

being led by women, minority groups, Indigenous Peoples, and people with 

disabilities. 

  

Examples of innovative climate finance tools  

  

Solidarity Levies  

Taxes or fees on things like financial transactions, airline tickets and maritime 

shipping, to fund global public good. 

  

Green Bonds  

Financial instruments used to fund projects that have positive environmental benefits 

  

Revolving Loan Facilities 

Loan funds that replenish as borrowers repay, allowing continuous reinvestment 

  

Climate-linked Public Procurement 

Government purchasing policies that prioritise low-carbon, resilient goods and 

services. 

  

Partnerships with Private Investors  



Partnerships between governments, development banks, and private sector to co-

finance climate solutions. 

  

Examples of sub-national government action 

  

Catalonia introduced Spain’s first carbon tax on fossil-fuel-powered vehicles, 

generating €52 million in 2024. This revenue is reinvested into the Natural Heritage 

and Regional Climate Fund, which is expected to invest €491 million by 2030.   

  

Québec has allocated over $100 million of its carbon market revenues to support 

developing countries vulnerable to climate change through initiatives like the 

International Climate Cooperation Programme and contributions to the Global 

Adaptation Fund.   

  

California’s Cap-and-Trade Programme is one of the most established carbon 

pricing systems in the world. It’s linked with Québec’s carbon market. Revenue 

goes to its Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.  

  

Washington State’s Cap-and-Invest Programme (launched in 2023) is a carbon 

pricing system, similar to California’s Cap-and-Trade. Revenue goes towards 

domestic climate resilience projects, environmental justice initiatives, clean energy 

investments and transportation decarbonisation. 

  

Examples of Scottish Innovative Finance Solutions 

  

Scottish National Investment Bank 

• An example of our innovation in financing the net zero transition is the work 

of our Scottish Investment Bank, established in November 2020. The Bank is 

a mission focused investor and acts as the primary source of public sector 

driven commercial investment into net zero, one of the Bank’s four missions.  

• The Bank's ambition is to not only invest its allocated public capital, but to 

encourage additional private capital to invest alongside it.  So far, the bank 

has invested a mix of debt and equity into net zero sectors including 

offshore wind, zero emissions engines for commercial aviation, onshore 

wind, electric vehicles and net zero services.   

• We are working with the Bank to consider the potential role of investment 

guarantees and underwriting in the future.   

  

Offshore Wind 

• We are creating the conditions for increased investment in the transition to net 

zero via our offshore wind sector. We created, at the time, the single largest 

commercial leasing round- leasing of the seabed- for floating offshore wind. 



Via the Scotwind and INTOG projects, we can expect up to 28 Giga Watts of 

fixed and floating wind by 2030. 

• Not only will this commercial leasing round prove invaluable as our economy 

transitions from a reliance on fossil fuels and relies more heavily on electricity 

from renewable sources, this has brought additional benefits around job 

creation, supply chain investment and revenue creation for the Scottish 

Government 

• We have committed £500 million over 5 years to the sector.  This is year two 

of our strategic investments, which is expected to leverage additional private 

investment of £1.5 billion in the infrastructure and manufacturing facilities 

critical to growing the sector.   

   

National Pipeline of Investment Opportunities 

• We are developing a national project pipeline of investment opportunities and 

launching a national level “Invest Scotland” portal to showcase opportunities 

to investors. This approach will seek to differentiate Scotland positively from 

other markets by being proactively ‘investor-friendly’ and using our close 

networks, short lines of communication and decision making and devolved 

powers to become a globally competitive capital investment destination.   

 

 

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



JUST RESILIENCE DONOR ROUNDTABLE BRIEFING 

Thursday 13 November 12:00-13:00, Blue Zone Nature Pavilion 

Key messages 
 

• The Scottish Government is proud to be championing 
climate justice by supporting the Just Resilience Action 
Project, ensuring adaptation efforts are fair and inclusive.  

• JRAP aligns with our principles of equity and participation, 
empowering vulnerable communities and amplifying Global 
South leadership.  

• Through JRAP, Scotland demonstrates subnational 
leadership in delivering climate solutions that combine 
resilience, nature, and justice. 

What 
 

• Roundtable event focused on the implementation of the 
Just Resilience Action Platform (JRAP) 

Who  
 

• Regions4 Secretariat 

• Subnational governments 

• Potential donors (governments, philanthropies etc)  

Agenda 
 

See below. You are providing a three-minute opening 
intervention.  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[Redacted - s. 38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 

Summary 

You will announce the launch of the JRAP on 11 November. This closed-door 

meeting will provide an opportunity to showcase the opportunity of the JRAP to 

donors, with individual bidders – sub-national governments from the global south- 

presenting their projects. The objectives of this session are to bring together donors 

and regional leaders on:  

 

• Strategic investment in just resilience — looking at how financing regions 

is key to achieving fair, effective climate and nature outcomes.   

• Opportunities to collaborate under JRAP — from piloting territorial 

solutions to scaling and replication through shared themes and learning.   

• Next steps to connect JRAP’s project pipeline with funding opportunities 

and align donor priorities for greater impact.    

 



Sensitivities 

None  

Agenda 

1. Welcome (3 min), Natalia Uribe, Regions4 Secretary General & James Lloyd, 
Nature4Climate Coalition Lead  
2. Opening remarks, Ms Gillian Martin, Cabinet Secretary for Climate and 
Energy, Scottish Government (3 min)   
3. Tour de Table (5 min)  
4. Presentation of the Just Resilience Action Platform - Natalia Uribe, Regions4 
Secretary General  (5 min)  
5. Regional Case Studies (16 min - 4 min each): Concrete examples of regional 
innovation linking equity, climate and biodiversity, and local prosperity, pitched by 
regional government authorities and representatives.  

• CONGOPE, Ecuador – Mr. Marcelo Jaramillo Calle, Prefect of Cañar, 

Delegate of the President of CONGOPE, Ecuador  

• Goias, Brazil  -  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  
• Sud Comoe, Ivory Coast - Prof. Kadjo Kouame, First Vice President of the 

Regional Council, Sud Comoe, Ivory Coast.  

6. Partner Reflections: Financing Just Resilience at the Subnational Level (10 
min)  
Guiding question: How does Just Resilience or subnational adaptation feature in your 
current portfolio, and are there initiatives or programs where you see natural alignment 
with JRAP?  
Invited interventions from:  

• Jess Hitt, Associate Director for Adaptation and Resilience, ClimateWorks  

• Benjamin Bellegy, Executive Director, WINGS   

 
7.  Exploring Opportunities and Synergies – Toward Next Steps (15 min)  
Moderated by Natalia Uribe  
Identify tangible ways to connect donor priorities with regional projects and mobilize 
support through JRAP.  
Guided exchange around key questions:  

1. Based on what you’ve heard today — either from the regional cases or from 

JRAP’s overall approach — do you see specific opportunities your 

organisation would be interested in exploring further, whether through 

technical collaboration or financial support?  

2. In what ways could JRAP help you connect or align your funding priorities 

with subnational projects that are ready for scale or replication?  

3. Are there existing financing or partnership models that you think JRAP could 

learn from or build upon?  



4. Would your organisation be open to exploring a role as an early partner in 

piloting or scaling any of the initiatives showcased today, or in supporting 

JRAP as a broader mechanism for territorial resilience? What would be the 

best way for us to follow up after COP30 to explore collaboration?  

 

Desired Outcomes 

• Funders and partners in the room are persuaded to join this project.  

• We receive valuable feedback on the operationalizing of the JRAP project  

 

Biographies 

Natalia Uribe – Secretary General, Regions4 
Natalia Uribe, joined Regions4 in 2020 and has played a key role in 
the strategy and advocacy work of the organisation, building 
partnerships, and widely contributing to the Network’s vision and 
roadmap to achieve objectives to 2030.  
 

 

James Lloyd - Nature4Climate Coalition Lead  
His background is as a UK based environmental activist - 

including working in and around the UK Parliament advising 

Political Parties and several large NGOs. James is currently the 

project lead for Nature4Climate – focusing on natural climate 

solutions that are capable of being one-third of the solution to 

climate change by 2030. 

 Marcelo Jaramillo Calle - Prefect of Cañar, Delegate of the 

President of CONGOPE Ecuador  

Marcelo is Prefect (a provincial-level executive role of Cañar, 

and Delegate of the Presdeint of CONGOPE. CONGOPE is a 

public institution that represents Ecuador’s 23 provincial 

regions, and aims to strengthen automony of provincial 

governments, build public management capacities, promote 

sustainable territorial development, briding between central and local government 

and advocate for the interests and rights of provincial governments. 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 



 Prof. Kadjo Kouame - First Vice President of the Regional 

Council, Sud Comoe, Ivory Coast. 

Prof. Kadjo Kouamé serves as the First Vice President under Dr. 

Eugène Aka Aouélé, President of the Regional Council of Sud-

Comoé. He plays a key role in implementing regional 

development initiatives, particularly in education, social welfare, 

and agriculture. 

Jess Hitt - Associate Director for Adaptation and Resilience, 

ClimateWorks 

Jess’ work focuses on mobilizing philanthropy to fund adaptation 

initiatives as well as growing ClimateWork’s adaptation strategy. 

where she focuses on mobilizing philanthropy to fund adaptation 

initiatives as well as growing ClimateWork’s adaptation strategy. 

Jessica has advised and served on the United Nations Environment 

Program’s Global Adaptation Network (GAN) Steering Committee, 

the U.S. National Adaptation Forum’s Program Committee, the 

California Adaptation Forum’s General Advisory Committee, and the Interagency 

Land Management Adaptation Group. 

Benjamin Bellegy - Executive Director, WINGS 

Benjamin is the Executive Director at WINGS. He has previously 

led international programmes in fields such as civil societies’ 

strengthening, sustainable development or post-disaster 

reconstruction. He has managed international programs at 

Fondation de France, worked for the International Cooperation 

Agency of Monaco and for several NGOs in Ethiopia, Tunisia and 

Canada. 

 

      ENDS 

  



4. DOCUMENT 4 – ADDITIONAL ENGAGEMENT BRIEFINGS 
  

DISABILITY CAUCUS MEETING BRIEFING 
12 November 12:15- 12:45, Disability Caucus Exhibition Space- Booth 39, Area C 
 

Key messages 
 

• Scotland is committed to inclusive climate justice approach: 
ensuring that people with disabilities are at the heart of our 
international climate action. 

• Through our Climate Justice Fund, disability inclusion is 
built into all programming, including the Climate Just 
Communities in Malawi, Rwanda and Zambia. 

• We continue to advocate for the 1.3 billion disabled people 
worldwide to have a greater role in climate negotiations, 
ensuring their rights and perspectives are reflected in 
global decision making.  

• Scotland stands in solidarity with the Disability Caucus 
calls for the full recognition of disability as a Constituency 
at the UNFCCC.  

What 
 

• Meeting with members of the Disability Caucus, to 
understand their priorities at COP30 and discuss how 
Scotland can act as a supportive ally .  

Who  
 

[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Disability-Inclusive Climate Justice, 
CBM Ireland  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - CBM Ireland  
Bonface Massah, Executive Director of Africa Albinism 
Network (AAN) based in Malawi 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Fundacion Sendas, People with 
Disability Organisation, El Salvador  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - Alive Albinism Initiative, Zimbabwe 
 
 [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - European Disability Forum (EDF) 
Jorge Manhique, Senior Program Officer – Disability Rights 
fund 
Elham Youseffian, Director of Disability and Inclusion and 
Accessibility, International Refugee Assistance Project 
 [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] – Light for the World International 
Pratima Gurung, Executive Director, National Indigenous 
Disabled Women Association (NIDWAN) – Nepal 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - ASEAN Disability Forum 
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] - International Disability Alliance (IDA). 

 

Agenda 
 

4. Introductions  
5. Overview of Disability Caucus work  
6. Discussion on how Scotland can support moving 

forward  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[redacted -  s.38(1)(b)] 



Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biography 

 
Summary 
This meeting provides an opportunity to engage with the Disability Caucus, a 
coalition of disability-focused and Global South organisations advocating for stronger 
representation within UNFCCC processes.  
 
The Caucus is calling for formal recognition of disability as a UNFCCC 
constituency, ensuring disabled people’s organisations can participate directly in 
negotiations and shape global climate policy 
 
This meeting was arranged through CBM Global Disability Inclusion UK, who 
officials have worked closely with to develop Scotland’s positioning on disability 
inclusive climate justice. You may wish to reaffirm Scotland’s commitment to 
disability inclusion, while focusing on listening to CBM and the Caucus’s experience 
and priorities at COP30. 
 
Background 
The Disability Caucus was established ahead of COP29 and brings together mainly 
Global South based organisations and activists advocating for stronger disability 
inclusion across international climate processes. CBM Global plays a central role in 
coordinating the network. 
 
The Caucus’s main objective is the formal recognition of disability as a 
constituency under the UNFCCC, enabling disabled people’s organisations to 
participate directly in negotiations and ensure their perspectives shape global climate 
policy, finance, and implementation. 
 
Scotland has shown strong leadership on disability-inclusive climate justice, 
working closely with CBM Global to embed inclusion across all Climate Justice Fund 
programmes - particularly the Climate Just Communities programme in Malawi, 
Zambia and Rwanda. Examples include: 

• Accessible early-warning systems in Malawi, using visual, auditory and text-
based alerts. 

• Inclusive housing reconstruction in Rwanda, ensuring people with disabilities 
can safely return to their homes after flooding. 

 
In 2024, Scotland incorporated disability-responsive climate finance into its 
NCQG advocacy for COP29. Earlier this year, Minister Stewart attended the 
Global Disability Summit in Berlin and  committed that at least 50% of ODA will 
be disability-inclusive by 2030.  
 
Sensitivities 

• [redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Annotated Agenda 



4. Introductions 

• Round of introductions from all present  

• Thank the disability Cacus for their leadership, and to CBM for their continued 
efforts. Note that CMB colleagues have been instrumental in shaping our 
advocacy on disability-inclusive climate finance.   

• Briefly note that Scotland takes an inclusive approach to climate justice, 
embedding disability inclusion across all Climate Justice Fund programmes, and 
through our advocacy on the global stage.  
 

5. Overview of Disability Caucus work  

• The Caucus to provide an overview of their formation, aims and advocacy 
priorities, particularly around the call for a formal Disability Constituency to be 
established within the UNFCCC.  

• Ask: What barriers to participation or inclusion remain in current COP processes? 

• Ask: How is the Caucus engaging with Parties and other stakeholders to advance 
this recognition? 

• Offer Scotland’s support in the process of pushing for the establishment of a 
formal Disability Constituency.  

• Offer: To amplify the Cacus’ messaging through our networks, eg, Regions4 and 
Under2 

 
6. Discussion on how Scotland can support moving forward 

• Ask: How best can Scotland support the work of the Disability Caucus moving 
forward, including it’s aim for the establishment of a formal Disability 
Constituency under the UNFCCC? 

• Ask: Are there specific areas of climate finance or adaptation policy where 
stronger disability-responsive approaches are most needed?  

• Offer: We can share learning from our Climate Justice Fund, and on  inclusive 
practices within our Climate Just Communities programme, as a model for 
disability-inclusive climate finance in action.  

• Offer: Scotland will continue to act as an ally and amplifier  
 
Desired Outcomes 

• Reaffirm Scotland’s commitment to disability- inclusive climate action.  

• Increase understanding of the work being undertaken by the Disability Caucus- in 
particular, their call for the establishment of a formal Disability Constituency 
within the UNFCCC.  

• Express solidarity and explore how best Scotland might, support the creation of a 
formal Disability Constituency under the UNFCCC. 

 
Biographies 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
  



HIGH-LEVEL MINISTERIAL PANEL - MULTILEVEL GOVERNANCE 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT AND 
CLIMATE STRATEGY BRIEFING 
Tuesday 11 November, 1030-1200 
 

Key messages 
 

• Scotland’s experience shows that multilevel governance—
linking devolved, national and local action—is essential to 
deliver ambitious climate targets and a just transition.  

• Collaboration with the UK Government on energy, 
infrastructure and risk assessment demonstrates how 
shared responsibilities can accelerate progress toward net 
zero.  

• Through CHAMP and our international leadership roles, 
Scotland advocates for embedding subnational action into 
global climate frameworks to turn ambition into delivery. 

What 
 

• Senior political-level panel co-hosted by the COP30 
Presidency, that will launch the Presidency’s ‘Acceleration 
Plan on Multilevel Governance for Climate Strategy 
implementation’ as a concrete contribution to the CHAMP 
initiative and a replicable model for other countries. 

Who  
 

• Ana Toni, COP30 CEO 

• Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director and Under-
Secretary General, UN-Habitat   

• Aluisio Melo, National Secretary for Climate Change, 
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

• Marina Silva, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 
Brazil 

• Jader Barbalho Filho, Minister of Cities, Brazil 

• Gleisi Hoffmann, Chief Minister of the Secretariat of 
Institutional Relations  

• Fátima Bezerra, Governor of Rio Grande do Norte 

• Rodrigo Neves, Mayor of Niterói, FNP Vice-President for 
International Relations and Mercociudades President 

• Marcelo Britto, Special Envoy to COP30 for Amazon 
subnational governments and Executive Secretary of the 
Legal Amazon Consortium 

• Inamara Melo, Director for Adaptation and Urban 
Resilience, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change  

• Dr. Shezra Mansab, Minister of State for Climate Change 
and Environmental Coordination 

• Ms. Heike Henn, Directorate-General for International 
Climate Policy, Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Nature Conservation, Climate Action and Nuclear Safety 

• H.E. Franz Tattenbach, Minister of Environment and 
Energy 

• Ms. Katarzyna Wrona, Director of the Department of Clean 
Air and Climate Negotiations of the Ministry of Climate 

• Ms. Chedlia Jami Ep Cherih, Parliamentarian 



• Mr. Jack Ngarambe, Director General of the Urbanization, 
Housing and Human Settlement Directorate 

• Mr. Mark Watts, Executive Director, C40 

• Ms. Kenalemang Rose Phukuntsi, Mayor of      Tswelopele 
and PCC commissioner representing local government 
(South Africa) 

• Ms. Inger Andersen, Executive Director and Under-
Secretary General, UNEP 

• Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director and Under-
Secretary General, UN-Habitat   

 

Agenda 
 

1. Opening remarks and framing 

• Keynote: Ana Toni, COP30 CEO 

• Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director and Under-
Secretary General, UN-Habitat   

 
2. Brazil Climate Federalism 

• Moderator: Aluisio Melo, National Secretary for Climate 
Change, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

• Interventions from multiple speakers 
 

3. Launch of the Acceleration Plan on Multilevel 
Governance 

• Inamara Melo, Director for Adaptation and Urban 
Resilience, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change  

• International Initiatives PAS Implementation   
 

4. Experiences on multilevel governance of CHAMP and 
Non-CHAMP Countries – You will take part in this 
panel. 

• Moderator: Mr. Mark Watts, Executive Director, C40 

• Experience from National Government: 
o Pakistan: Dr. Shezra Mansab, Minister of State for 

Climate Change and Environmental Coordination 
o Germany: Ms. Heike Henn, Directorate-General for 

International Climate Policy, Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation, Climate Action 
and Nuclear Safety 

o Costa Rica: H.E. Franz Tattenbach, Minister of 
Environment and Energy 

o Poland: Ms. Katarzyna Wrona, Director of the 
Department of Clean Air and Climate Negotiations of 
the Ministry of Climate 

o Tunisia: Ms. Chedlia Jami Ep Cherih, 
Parliamentarian 

o Rwanda: Mr. Jack Ngarambe, Director General of 
the Urbanization, Housing and Human Settlement 
Directorate 

•    Experience from Local Government:  



o Ms. Kenalemang Rose Phukuntsi, Mayor of      
Tswelopele and PCC commissioner representing 
local government (South Africa) 
 

5. Speech: Ms. Inger Andersen, Executive Director and 
Under-Secretary General, UNEP 
 

6. Closing the session: Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive 
Director and Under-Secretary General, UN-Habitat   

• Group photo 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biography 

 
Summary 
The session will spotlight Brazil’s leadership in embedding multilevel, multisectoral, 
and participatory governance into its climate strategy, while also marking a pivotal 
step in operationalizing the Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships 
(CHAMP). The session aims to transition global climate commitments into concrete 
actions – in part by launching Brazil’s Acceleration Plan on Multilevel Governance, 
showcasing climate federalism, and fostering international cooperation to strengthen 
integration of national, state, and municipal efforts in implementing the Paris 
Agreement. 
 
The session will conclude with the adoption of a Declaration on Multilevel 
Governance for Climate Action to inform the High-Level Closing Plenary of the 4th 
Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change, reaffirming international 
cooperation, climate justice, and social participation in the transition to sustainable 
and resilient development. 
 
You will speak during the second panel focusing on bringing together ministers 
and subnational leaders with leadership experience on multilevel governance. You 
will be asked the following question:  What is the role of subnational governments 
to accelerate climate action? What do we need to do to charter the way 
forward and advance multilevel climate action? You will be allocated four 
minutes to make your intervention. 
 
 
 
Sensitivities 
None. 
 
Annotated Agenda 
7. Opening remarks 

• n/a 



 
8. Brazil Climate Federalism 

• n/a 
 
9. Launch of the Acceleration Plan on Multilevel Governance 

• n/a 
 
10. Experiences on multilevel governance of CHAMP and Non-CHAMP Countries 

• Please deliver the intervention within your speaking notes.  
Additional speaking notes: 

• Real, substantive support for devolved administration’s climate action will be 
necessary for the UK as a whole to meet its climate targets. CHAMP provides the 
structure to support this collaboration. Opportunities and priorities include:  
o Building awareness of CHAMP in particular within devolved governments and 

explore opportunities for multilevel cooperation on climate action. 
o Identifying key strands of work for multilevel action. 
o Convening political leaders to discuss existing ambitious subnational climate 

goals and further increase ambition. 
o Leveraging the CHAMP framework to encourage greater inclusion of devolved 

governments in UK net zero policymaking. 
 

 
Desired Outcomes 

• Scotland’s reputation as a leading voice for devolved, state, and regional 
governments in further established. 

• Participants are convinced of the merit and need for multilateralism, and the 
inclusion of subnational governments in international climate processes. 

 
Biography 

 Ana Toni – CEO, COP30 
A seasoned climate and public-policy leader, Ana Toni has over 25 
years of experience, having served as Brazil’s National Secretary for 
Climate Change and previously led the Institute for Climate and Society 
and Greenpeace International. You met Ms Toni during a roundtable 
event she chaired at Climate Week NYC 2025. 
 
Anacláudia Rossbach – Executive Director & Under-Secretary-General, 
UN-Habitat 
An economist with 20+ years of expertise in urban policy, Rossbach 
works on informal settlements, housing and sustainable city planning, 
having held senior roles at UN agencies and the World Bank before her 
appointment in June 2024. 
 

Aluisio Melo, National Secretary for Climate Change, Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change 
Aluísio Melo is a public policy specialist with extensive experience in 
climate mitigation and finance, having served in Brazilian federal 
ministries and as a consultant for the Inter-American Development 
Bank. 



 
Marina Silva – Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Brazil 
A former Senator and award-winning environmentalist, Silva served as 
Brazil’s Environment Minister (2003–08) and now again since January 
2023, credited with significantly reducing Amazon deforestation 
Jader Barbalho Filho – Minister of Cities, Brazil 

Educated in public administration and marketing, Jader Barbalho Filho 
has led Brazil's Ministry of Cities since 2023 and brings experience from 
both business and political leadership in Pará.  
 
Gleisi Hoffmann – Chief Minister, Secretariat of Institutional Relations, 
Brazil 
A lawyer and former Senate Chief of Staff and Workers’ Party president, 
Hoffmann was appointed in March 2025 to lead institutional relations in 
President Lula’s government. 
 
Fátima Bezerra – Governor, Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil 
With a background as a teacher, unionist and federal deputy, Fátima 
Bezerra has served as Governor of Rio Grande do Norte since 2019 and 
is known for her advocacy in education and social justice. 
 
 
Rodrigo Neves – Mayor of Niterói; Vice-President (International 
Relations), FNP; President, Mercociudades 
A social sciences graduate, Neves has been Mayor of Niterói multiple 
times and is currently active in municipal networks like FNP and 
Mercociudades. 
 
Marcello Brito – Special Envoy to COP30 for Amazon subnational 
governments & Executive Secretary, Legal Amazon Consortium 
A food engineer with extensive agribusiness credentials, Brito 
coordinates Amazonian states for sustainable development and serves 
as COP30 Special Envoy for subnational climate action. 
 

Inamara Melo – Director for Adaptation and Urban Resilience, Ministry 
of Environment and Climate Change, Brazil 
An environmental communicator and master’s graduate in environmental 
management, Melo leads Brazil’s national adaptation planning and 
previously served in Recife and Pernambuco environmental roles. 
 

Dr. Shezra Mansab, Minister of State for Climate Change and 
Environmental Coordination, Pakistan 
 
 
 



 
Ms. Heike Henn, Directorate-General for International Climate Policy, 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Climate 
Action and Nuclear Safety 
 
 
 

 
H.E. Franz Tattenbach – Minister of Environment and Energy (Costa 
Rica) 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Katarzyna Wrona, Director of the Department of Clean Air and 
Climate Negotiations of the Ministry of Climate, Poland 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Jack Ngarambe, Director General of the Urbanization, Housing and 
Human Settlement Directorate 
 
 
 
 
Mark Watts – Executive Director, C40 Cities 
Mark Watts is a leading global urban climate strategist and former 
journalist, having directed C40 Cities since 2016 to drive climate action 
across major cities. 
 
 

 
Ms. Kenalemang Rose Phukuntsi, Mayor of Tswelopele and PCC 
commissioner representing local government (South Africa) 
 
 
 
 
 
Inger Andersen – Executive Director & Under-Secretary-General, UNEP 
A Danish environmental economist, Andersen has served as UNEP’s 
Executive Director since 2019, after leading IUCN and World Resources 
Institute. 
 
 
 

  



Panel Event: The moral imperative of climate finance addressing 
ecological debt in the Jubilee year 
 
11 November 2025, 12:05 – 12:20, Side Event Room 5  
 

Key messages 
 

• The Scottish Government recognises the huge pressure 
escalating debt levels are putting on countries in the Global 
South. 

• We provide international climate funding as direct grants, 
not loans. This approach allows for sustainable 
development without adding financial strain. 

• The Scottish Government endorses the Jubilee 2025 
‘Cancel Debt, Choose Hope’ campaign, which calls for a 
fairer approach to resolving global debt crises. 

What 
 

A panel discussion with debt justice advocates.  
 
You will be delivering a 5 minute speech to answer a question 
on Scotland's approach to Climate Justice and Debt Justice. 

Who  
 

• Moderator: Alistair Dutton, Secretary General, Caritas 
Internationalis  

• [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Agenda 
 

Welcome & Opening Remarks 
Alistair Dutton  

11:35 – Opening Reflection 
[redacted -  s.38(1)(b)] – (tbc) 

11:45 – Speaker: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Debt justice and climate finance reform: ensuring ecological 
and economic justice for vulnerable communities. 

11:55 – Speaker: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Perspectives from Brazil on linking debt relief, climate action, 
and community resilience. 

12:05 – Speaker: Scottish Government: Cabinet Secretary 
for Climate Action and Energy, Gillian Martin  
Integrating climate justice and debt justice in public policy and 
international cooperation. 

12:15 – Speaker: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Testimony on recovery and resilience after Typhoon Haiyan; 
priorities for fair and accessible climate finance. 

12:25 – Global South Negotiator 
Reflections on how these themes connect to ongoing 
negotiations and expectations for the Baku–Belem Roadmap 
on finance. 



12:35 – 12:50 – Q&A Session 
Open floor for participants’ questions and comments. 

12:50 – Closing Statements 
Each speaker shares the single most urgent action needed at 
COP30 to ensure climate finance delivers justice. 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Event organiser: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 
A panel discussion exploring the link between ecological and national debt, and how 
high-quality climate finance can address them in the UNFCCC context. In this 
Jubilee Year, speakers will discuss innovative sources of public climate finance to 
raise ambition on climate action. 
 
This is an opportunity to announce to an international audience the endorsement of 
the Jubilee ‘Cancel Debt, Choose Hope’ campaign.   
 
Sensitivities 
 
[redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Desired Outcomes 

• International announcement of the Scottish Government’s endorsement of the 
“Cancel Debt, Choose Hope” Campaign. 

• Reaffirm Scottish Government commitment to Climate Justice and working in 
partnership with Global South countries.  

 
Biographies   
 

Alistair Dutton, Secretary General, Caritas Internationalis.  
Leads Caritas Internationalis the global confederation of 162 
national Caritas organisations. He has over 25 years’ 
experience in humanitarian and development work, having 
served in more than 70 countries responding to wars, natural 
disasters, and humanitarian crises.  
 
 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted -  s.38(1)(b)]  



Meeting with Catalan delegation on Loss and damage 
 

Purpose 

• Opportunity to find out about Catalonia’s plans to work on Loss and damage. 

• Offer to share learning from our programmes, including our recent Report. 

• [redacted - s.29(1)(a)] 
 
Note: [redacted - s.29(1)(a)] 
 
Background 
[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
 
Lines 

• We have been testing different approaches to distributing loss and damage 
funding in the Global South – from rapid responses to unconditional cash 
transfers, to support for urban and non-economic loss and damage.  

• Our Programmes have highlighted the value of community led approaches 
and loss and damage funding as grants not loans. 

• Ask: [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
• Offer: My officials would be happy to have an in-depth discussion with your 

officials to share learning on our approaches. 
 
For awareness 
Catalonia introduced Spain’s first carbon tax on fossil-fuel-powered vehicles, 
generating €52 million in 2024. This revenue is reinvested into the Natural Heritage 
and Regional Climate Fund, which is expected to invest €491 million by 2030. 
 
Biographies 

Sonsoles Letang, Director General for Climate Change and 
Environmental Quality, Catalan Government   
Senior official in charge of integrating climate change mitigation and 
adaptation into sectoral policies. Previously served as Mayor of Sant 
Quirze Safaja.   You met her in New York 

 
 

Leo Bejarano, Head of the Catalan Office for Climate Change  
He has served in Catalonia’s Directorate General for Environmental 
Policies since 2014, was Dean of the College of Environmentalists 
(2016–2018), and since 2021 has been Secretary of the Nature 
Protection Council. An active voice in climate justice networks. 
  



ROUNDTABLE WITH LOSS AND DAMAGE YOUTH COALITION 
12 Nov at 11:30 
Key messages 
  

Scotland is committed to uplifting young people as future 
climate leaders, ensuring their voices help shape decisions and 
drive a just, sustainable future. 

What Roundtable with the Loss and damage Youth Coalition 
(LDYC), including members of the Grant making council. 
 
Better understand how the Scottish Government’s funding has 
supported their work. 

Who  Members of the Loss and damage Youth Coalition  

Agenda 
  

1. Introductions  

2. Evolution of the LDYC Grant making council 

3. COP30 priorities 

Supporting 
officials 

• Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 

• [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

  
Summary 
Opportunity to meet with members of the LDYC and find out the Grant making 
Council has evolved. You met with members of the LDYC at COP29.  
 
Sensitivities 
[redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 

 

Annotated Agenda  

5. Introductions   

 

6. Evolution of the Grant making council 

• Ask: Interested to hear how the grant making council has evolved since 

the Scottish Government’s initial funding award. What have you learnt? 

What messages do you want me to pass onto other funders? 

• Offer: We will continue to advocate for loss and damage funding as grants 

not loans; and a community access window in the Fund for Responding to 

Loss and Damage. 

  

7. COP30 priorities 

• Ask: What are your hopes for this COP30?  

• Offer: It is so important that young people are heard in global climate 

negotiations. We will continue to listen to and share your experiences. 

 



 
Desired Outcomes 

• Reaffirm Scotland’s commitment to driving greater action on international 

climate justice and youth-led climate action 

 
Biographies 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 

Annex A 
Background 
 
The Loss and Damage Youth Coalition (LDYC) is an alliance of youth from the global 
North and South who have come together to demand action on addressing Loss and 
damage. They have more than 1300 members from over 70 countries. 
 
Following COP26, the Scottish Government awarded the LDYC (£150,000) to create 
the Grant making Council.  Youth led organisations in Guinea, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Cameroon, Chad, Uganda, Malawi, Nepal, Pakistan, South Sudan and Uganda were 
awarded small grants. 
 
Through our Non-Economic loss and damage Programme, we awarded a second 
grant (£144,246.83) to the LDYC, to provide eight grants to youth-led L&D projects in 
seven countries (see Annex B) 
 
The Council has designed its own participatory grant-making process, including 
funding criteria and procedures that put young people at the forefront of decision-
making. This counters the perception that supporting youth is a financial risk. 
 
The LDYC is affiliated with but separate to the Loss and Damage Collaboration. 
 
 

Annex B 
Projects funded  

Vanuatu 

Learn to 
Serve 
Vanuatu 

Constructing a resilient water system to upgrade damaged 
systems by cyclones to provide stable water access to drinking 
water to 612 households, two primary schools with 400 
registered students, and a medical dispensary that serves 
approximately 760 people. 

Tanzania 
EmpowerHer 
Tomorrow 

Reconstructing seven climate-resilient houses with clean water 
and sanitation facilities for widows and their families, totaling 
35 individuals affected by landslides. Provide capacity building 
on disaster preparedness, risk mitigation, and sustainable 
living skills through 5 training programmess. 



Mexico 
UNESCO 
YCAN  

Developing a digital archive platform for preserving and 
disseminating Mexico's intangible cultural heritage, particularly 
vulnerable to destruction and loss. 

Ghana 
Green 
Growth Africa  

Supporting communities displaced by flood and sea level rise 
by constructing fifty improved energy-efficient fish smoking 
ovens and restoring 2ha of degraded mangrove ecosystem. 

Indonesia 

Serindit 
Philosophy 
Centre 

Restoring 1,25 hectares of mangrove area by planting 12,500 
seedlings to address landscape restoration, which fosters an 
immediate improvement in coastal protection and biodiversity.  

Tanzania 
Climate Hub 
Tanzania 

Restoring six houses and 20 latrines damaged by floods and 
landslides, provide 3,000  psychological support and services 
for those impacted, and distribute/plant 10,000 tree seedlings.  

Nigeria  

Advocacy for 
youth women 
and girls  

Providing humanitarian aid for flood victims, such as blankets, 
food supplies, mattresses, health services, including mental 
health therapy to support displaced victims at temporary 
shelters.  

Somalia 

Hawa 
Feminist 
Coalition 

Addressing the psychological effect of gender-based violence 
caused by the drought-displacement. By training mental health 
support volunteers and supporting more than 50,000 survivors 
of gender-based violence. 

Costa Rica 
La Ruta del 
Clima 

Addressing mental health issues in vulnerable young 
populations affected by climate change. 

 
  



Bilateral with Neale Richmond, Minister of State for International 
Development and Diaspora, Government of Ireland 
 
Key messages 
 

• The Government of Ireland and the Scottish Government’s 
approach to climate justice and international development 
are closely aligned.  

• We both recognise developed nations have a moral 
responsibility to address loss and damage to ensure no 
Global South countries are left behind to the impacts of 
climate change.   
We welcome Irelands leadership on supporting Global South 
countries and see this as an opportunity to collaborate on 
future climate justice policy and programming. 

  

What 
 

• Bilateral with Neale Richmond, Minister of State for 
International Development and Diaspora, Government of 
Ireland 

• An opportunity to engage as follow up to the June meeting 
between Neale Richmond/Cabinet Secretary Angus 
Robertson, and provide a copy of the recently published SG 
Loss and Damage report.  

Who  
 

Neale Richmond - Minister of State at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Government of Ireland 

Agenda 
 

7. Loss and damage / Climate programming  
8. International Development and ODA  

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International Development 
and Climate Change  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Scotland-Ireland relationship 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biography 

• Background  

• Previous engagements and collaboration with Ireland 

 
Summary 
This meeting is an opportunity to deepen engagement with Ireland as a likeminded, 
value-driven Global North partner on climate justice and international development. 
Scotland and Ireland share strong alignment on loss and damage, global solidarity 
and a human rights-based approach to climate justice and development. It offers an 
opportunity to discuss how both governments can work together to champion fair, 
grant-based climate finance and explore opportunities for future collaboration.  
 
Scotland-Ireland Relationship 
 
• The Ireland Scotland Joint Bilateral Review (2021), coproduced by both 

Governments, recognises how vital partnership working is across government 



engagement, business and the economy, diaspora, culture, research and 
education, and rural and island communities. 

• An updated Bilateral Framework will be launched later this year, guiding 
collaboration on: 
o Government to government engagement. 
o Business and economic relations. 
o Climate, energy and sustainability.  
o Education, Research and Innovation. 
o Communities and Diaspora Engagement. 
o Culture, Language and Sport. 

• Progress over 2023-2024 includes: 
o Regular ministerial engagement between Scotland and Ireland, particularly 

between the Taoiseach and First Minister. 
o Significant policy engagement between Scottish and Irish officials in several 

areas, including child poverty, renewable energy, health, financial services, and 
prevention of violence against women and girls. 

o Engagement by the Consulate General in Edinburgh and the Scottish 
Government Office in Dublin to develop business, cultural and other links. 

o Work on the establishment of an Enterprise Ireland office in Scotland and 
successful trade missions to Ireland in sustainable healthcare and offshore wind.  

o The ongoing joint research partnership between the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
and the Royal Irish Academy.  

o Work under Ireland’s Shared Island Fund to support Nature Scot’s Peatland 
Action programme. 

 
Annotated Agenda 
11. Loss and damage / Climate programming  

Speaking point: We welcome Irelands commitment of €25 million to the UNFCCC 
FRLD, their leadership in forming partnerships with LDCS and SIDS, and their 
human-rights based approach to international development. 
Ask: About Irelands approach to ensuring ongoing public support for Climate 
Justice funding.  
Offer: To work together on our shared priorities and on future programming on 
climate justice, including loss and damage. 

 
12. International Development and ODA 

Ireland has international development programmes in both Malawi and Zambia. 
We welcome Ireland’s ongoing support for international development and 
humanitarian responses. Particularly at a time globally of aid cuts, by donors 
such as USAID and UKG Aid.  
When you (Neale Richardson) met with Cabinet Secretary for External Affairs 
Angus Robertson in June, you discussed [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)]. 
Ask: To look at opportunities to work collaboratively together:  

o [redacted - s.29(1)(a)] 
Offer: To work together on our shared priorities and on future international 
development programming on areas of mutual interest, health, inclusive 
education, gender equality, renewable energy in particular. 

 
Desired Outcomes 



• A commitment to work more closely on shared ambition for Climate Justice, Loss 
and Damage, and International Development to increase our joint global impact.  

 
Biography 

 
Neale Richmond - Minister of State at the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Ireland, with special 
responsibility for International 
Development and Diaspora.  
He was appointed to this role on 29 
January 2025. 
 
 

Previous engagements and collaboration with Government of Ireland   
First Minister – briefly met the Irish Ambassador to Malawi, in Lilongwe, at the 
British High Commissioner hosted reception for FM on 17 October 2025, during his 
visit to Zambia/Malawi. 
Angus Robertson - Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture: met on 16 June 2025 in Glasgow.  
Topics they discussed were: 
[redacted s.32(1)(a)(i)] 

 
Give Directly  

• The Government of Ireland funded a study on the Scottish Government 
Funded, GiveDirectly programme. This programme sent $750, no strings 
attached funding, to over 2,600 families in Malawi’s Nsanje District who were 
displaced by 2023’s Cyclone Freddy.  

• The funding helped them rebuild their lives and demonstrated how direct cash 
can address climate loss & damage globally. 

• From this study, the Government of Ireland developed Principles urging 
governments, donors, civil society, and the UNFCCC Fund for Responding to 
Loss and Damage to pursue large, direct, unconditional cash transfers as a 
flexible, scalable, community-led solution. 

 
 
  



THE TIME IS NOW: HUMAN RIGHTS AND STATE OBLIGATIONS ON CLIMATE 
ACTION  
Wednesday 12 November 15:30-17:00, Action Agenda Area, Action Room 4, Blue 
Zone 
 

Key messages 
 

• Scotland remains committed to climate justice: taking an 
equitable, human-rights based approach to the climate 
crisis, and to highlighting the moral responsibility of both 
historic and current high emitters to act with urgency to 
redress climate impacts in the Global South.   

• The Scottish Government recognises the obligations 
outlined by the recent International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
Advisory Opinion (AO) and the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECtHR) climate judgment. We are also aware of 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) AO.  

• Scotland remains fully committed to fulfilling our own 
obligations on tackling the climate crisis: including our 
central ambition and duty to reach net zero by 2045. 

What 
 

Participation in a panel discussion and short remarks, 
including announcement of new SG funding to the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Climate Change and 
Human Rights Professor Elisa Morgera.  

Agenda 
 

15h30 -15h40 Welcome & Introduction, Opening Remarks 
Denise Dora - COP30 Special Envoy for Human Rights and 
Just Transition Ilze Brands Kehris, UN Assistant Secretary 
General for Human Rights  
 
15h40 - 16h10 Perspectives from government actors. 

• Eloy Terena, Executive Secretary of the Brazilian Ministry 
for Indigenous People  

• Gillian Martin, Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Climate 
Change  

• Minister Mauro Campbell, National Inspector General of 
Justice at the National Council of Justice (TBC)  
 

16h10 - 16h40 Perspectives from civil society actors  

• [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

• Carlon Mendoza, Climate Policy Advisor – Climate Justice 
at Climate Analytics Caribbean and an AOSIS Advisor on 
Just Transition  

• [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

16h40- 16h55 Perspectives from the UN Special Rapporteur  

• Elisa Morgera, UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of human rights in the context of climate 
change  

16h55 - 16h58 Closing Remarks for the panel Jurema 
Werneck 

• COP30 Special Envoy for Racial Equity and Peripheries 



 
16h58 - 17h Group photo and panel exchange  
 
17h-18h A call for change: the unveiling of the Sumaúma 
Pledging Tree for Human Rights-Based Climate Action: 
Opening mic, 2-3 minutes for participant  

• Macaé Evaristo – Brazil’s Minister of Human Rigths and 
Citizenship  

• Marina Silva - Brazil’s Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change(TBC)  

• Janja Lula da Silva – COP30 Special Envoy for Woman  

• UNFCCC Focal Point of Mexico (TBC)  

• UNFCCC Focal Point of Ethiopia (TBC)  

• UNFCCC Focal Point of Sweden (TBC)  

• Benjamin Van Bunderen Robberechts - YOUNGO  

• Omar Faruk Osman - TUNGO  

• Mwanahamisi Singano – WGC  

• [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

• [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

• Elisa Morgera - UN Special Rapporteur closes the session. 

Supporting 
officials 

Katherine White, Deputy Director for International 
Development and Climate 
[redacted - 38(1)(b)]  

Attached 
documents 

• Summary 

• Sensitivities 

• Annotated Agenda 

• Background  

• Desired Outcomes 

• Biographies 

 
Summary 

• An invitation to participate in this event arose due to Official’s existing relationship 
with Prof. Morgera- United Nations Special Rapporteur on Climate Change and 
Human Rights. A decision was recently taken to utilise £150k of Scotland’s 
Climate Justice Fund to provide funding to support Prof. Morgera to carry out her 
mandate. During your remarks at this engagement you will announce this funding 
for the first time publicly.  

 
Sensitivities 
• [redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
• [redacted – s.32(1)(a)(iii)] 

• [redacted - s.29(1)(a)] 
 
 
Background 

• International Court of Justice (ICJ) July 2025 Advisory Opinion: In July 2025 the 
ICJ released an Advisory Opinion on the obligations of states in respect of 
climate change, outlining that: 



o states have a multitude of existing legal obligations to act to prevent, mitigate 
and remedy climate harms, 

o if states breach these legal obligations, they incur legal responsibility, and; 
o states must act to protect the climate system to fulfil their human rights 

obligations. 

• In September 2025, Ralph Regenvanu, Vanuatu’s Minister for Climate Change, 
announced that Vanuatu will soon pursue a new UN resolution- likely to be 
launched shortly after COP30- with the aim of turning the ICJ AO into concrete 
political action.  

• The Inter- American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) May 2025 Advisory 
Opinion: The Inter-American Court of Human Rights is a regional body that 
interprets and enforces human rights standards under the American Convention 
on Human Rights (ACHR).  
o The IACHR’s recent Advisory Opinion in May 2025 affirmed that States have 

binding human rights obligations to act on climate change, and formally 
recognised this as an integral component of the right to a healthy 
environment.  

o The UK is not a signatory to the ACHR. The equivalent regional human rights 
instrument and enforcement body is the European Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR) and European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). 

• European Court of Human Rights April 2024 Judgement: The ECtHR is a 
regional court which rules on individual or state applications regarding possible 
violations of the rights set out in the ECHR.  
o The ECtHR judgment in the case of Verein Klimaseniorinnen Schweiz and 

others v Switzerland (April 2024), found Switzerland in breach of article 8 of 
the ECHR for a failure to mitigate climate change, which had adversely 
affected the lives, living conditions and health of the applicants.  

o The judgment sets a legal precedent that requires states to protect its 
residents from climate-related harm.  

 
Desired Outcomes 

• Showcase Scotland’s commitment to the integration of action on human rights 
and the climate crisis.  

• Announce new funding to support Prof. Morgera: in order to demonstrate this 
commitment.  

• Highlight examples of human- rights based approaches from across Scotland’s 
Climate Justice Fund - as a way to build the case for a proactive COP30 
agenda.   

 
Biographies 

 
Denise Dora: COP30 Special Envoy on Human Rights and Just 
Transition 
Denise is a human rights lawyer and feminist activist. She previously 
served as Regional Director of Article 19 Brazil and South America, and 
is currently a member of the International Councils of NAMATI, Amnesty 
International, and Brazil's Ibirapitanga Institute. 



 
Carlos Lopes: COP30 Special Envoy for Africa 
Carlos is a Bissau-Guinean development economist and Honorary 
Professor at the Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance at the 
University of Cape Town. He served as Executive Secretary of the UN 
Economic Commission for Africa (2012–2016) and as High 
Representative of the African Union for partnerships with Europe.  
 
Jurema Werneck: COP30 Special Envoy for Racial Equity and 
Peripheries 
Jurema is a physician and has been Executive Director of Amnesty 
International Brazil since 2017. She is Co-founder of Criola, a Black 
women's organization based in Rio. She is a leading authority on 
human rights, racial and gender equality, and black population health. 
 
 
Ilze Brands Kehris: Deputy Secretary-General for Human Rights, 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
Ilze has served as Deputy Secretary-General for Human Rights since 
2020, heading the UN Human Rights Office in New York. Ilze has 
extensive expertise in political science, conflict prevention and human 
rights. 
 
Professor Elisa Morgera: UN Special Rapporteur on Climate 
Change and Human Rights  
Professor Morgera has served as the UNSR for Climate Change and 
Human Rights since 2024. She is a professor of global environmental 
law at the University of Strathclyde and serves as Director of the 
Strathclyde-led, international research programme for sustainable 
development, the One Ocean Hub. 
 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

Herman Benjamin: Minister of the Superior Court of Justice of 
Brazil (TBC) 
Justice Benjamin serves as a Minister on the Superior Tribunal de 
Justiça (STJ), the National High Court of Brazil. He was appointed to 
the court in 2006 by President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. Justice 
Benjamin is a global leader in the environmental law community.  
 
 
Gustav Aitaro: Minister of State of Palau (TBC) 
Minister Aitaro has served in many different capacities within the 
Ministry of State for nearly two decades, and has served as the 
Minister of State since 2021. He has also previously served as a 
Political Affairs Advisor at the Japan Embassy in Palau and as a State 
Legislator. 
 



 
David Gibson: Director General of the Ministry of Climate Change 
of Vanuatu (TBC) 
David was appointed Director General of the Ministry of Climate 
Change of Vanuatu in February 2025. David has been a vocal 
advocate on climate justice and loss and damage across various 
international fora.  
 
 

 
  



Michael Suhr SVP Group Head of Stakeholder Relations, NKT  
Withheld in entirety - S33(1)(b); S33(2)(b); S30 (c). 
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THEMATIC BRIEFING 
 
SUBNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT 
 
Realising the full potential of states and regions is critical to achieving the goals of 
the Paris Agreement, both in relation to mitigating greenhouse gas emissions and 
adapting to an already changing climate. 
Scotland is using its leadership of Regions4 and the Under2 Coalition to strengthen 
international cooperation and capacity building; strengthen states, regions and 
devolved governments’ influence within international climate discussions and drive 
global climate ambition.  
This helps us to be effective as we legislate, build new infrastructure, fund 
investment, and protect our environment. Smaller and sub-national governments are 
also often closest to the consequences of climate change such as floods, fires and 
heatwaves. 
 
As we transition to net zero and climate resilience, we have much to learn from our 
counterparts around the world. 
Much of our international engagement is focused both on internationalising 
Scotland’s successful domestic policies and learning from others such that we can 
have further successes.   
Scotland has recently published our landmark Climate Change Plan, including all of 
our policies and proposals to meet our next two carbon budgets. We have also 
recently published our Scottish National Adaptation Plan and Transport Just 
Transition Plan. We continue to seek opportunities to share on these issues 
internationally, including through the Net Zero Futures Policy Forum and Regions4 
Communities of Practice.   
 
The Scottish Government is working to achieve a fair and just global transition to net 
zero through our role as European co-chair of the Under2 Coalition. 
We are now at a turning point for the Coalition which requires us to move rapidly 
from climate ambition to action in a way that is both fair and just.  
Throughout our co-chairmanship, a key objective for Scotland has been to create 
more opportunities for knowledge sharing and capacity building, supporting improved 
global policymaking and deepening its value to members.  
Our leadership of the Net Zero Futures Policy Forum ensures that Coalition 
members have the practical support they require to deliver their climate targets.  
 
As President of Regions4, Scotland is committed to driving transformative climate 
action on adaptation, biodiversity and climate resilience.  
Through our presidency, Scotland are advocating for the increased role of states, 
regions and devolved governments in UN processes. We are committed to 
increasing the ambition and delivery of members' climate action by building capacity 
and sharing knowledge to ensure that adaptation and biodiversity strategies and 
actions meet the needs of communities. 
The Scottish Government has committed to £100,000 of funding to become a 
founding partner of the Regions4 Just Resilience Action Platform (JRAP). This 
follows earlier funding from SG that successfully developed and defined the concept 
and principles of subnational just resilience action, delivering case studies and white 
paper. 



The latest funding for the JRAP will see those principles applied and deliver: a 
structured funding pipeline; strategic partnerships; donor engagement; and high-level 
political visibility. The JRAP will be a strategic vehicle for piloting and scaling nature-
positive, community-driven adaptation, placing subnational governments at the heart 
of climate and biodiversity action. 
The JRAP will be launched during a roundtable event hosted by Regions4 on 11 
November, with the support of a communications package led by Regions4.  
 
The UK Government joined the Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnership 
(CHAMP) in 2024, after its launch at COP28 by the Presidency in partnership with 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, when Scotland endorsed it. 
CHAMP is an initiative for Parties aimed at enhancing cooperation with subnational 
governments in the planning, financing, implementation, and monitoring of climate 
strategies, including but not limited to Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), 
National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans 
(NBSAPs) and Long-Term Low-Emission Development Strategies (LT-LEDS). 
Real, substantive support for devolved administration’s climate action will be 
necessary for the UK as a whole to meet its climate targets. CHAMP provides the 
structure to support this collaboration. Opportunities and priorities include:  
Building awareness of CHAMP in particular within devolved governments and 
explore opportunities for multilevel cooperation on climate action. 
Identifying key strands of work for multilevel action. 
Convening political leaders to discuss existing ambitious subnational climate goals 
and further increase ambition. 
Leveraging the CHAMP framework to encourage greater inclusion of devolved 
governments in UK net zero policymaking. 
  



CLIMATE JUSTICE 
 
Scotland’s approach to climate justice is distinct and internationally recognised. 
Our £36m Climate Justice Fund, now in its final year of the parliamentary term, 
supports those most affected by climate change in ways that are participatory, rights-
based and inclusive. 
At a time when global climate finance for vulnerable countries remains uncertain, 
Scotland has protected climate justice funding and remains on track to deliver the full 
£36m commitment. 
 
Our programmes are designed to put communities at the centre of decision-making. 
We focus on tackling the structural inequalities - including gender, age, disability, 
wealth and indigenous status - that worsen climate impacts. This ensures our work 
does not just respond to the effects of climate change but also addresses the deeper 
causes of injustice. 
Scotland uses its platform internationally to act as a bridge-builder, amplifying Global 
South voices and sharing learning from our programmes to strengthen the global 
evidence base. 
 
Our focus for the rest of this Parliamentary term will be on two major multi-year 
programmes: Climate Just Communities (CJC) and our Non-Economic Loss and 
Damage Programme (NELD). 
 
The flagship £24m Climate Just Communities (CJC) programme is Scotland’s 
biggest climate justice programme to date and is now in its final year.  
CJC operates in Malawi, Zambia and Rwanda, working through national partners 
and local organisations to put communities themselves in the lead. 
Programme delivery focuses on the most marginalised communities. Women and 
girls, young people, and people with disabilities are supported to take leadership 
roles, shaping locally led solutions that respond to their needs while strengthening 
resilience to the material and social impacts of the climate crisis. 
The programme is delivering real change on the ground. In Malawi, communities 
have improved access to clean water and food security; in Zambia, young people are 
being trained in climate justice advocacy and renewable energy; and in Rwanda, 
houses rebuilt after flooding have been designed to be accessible for people with 
disabilities. 
CJC aims to demonstrate the value of community-led climate justice programming 
and to encourage other governments and donors to adopt approaches that also 
place communities at the centre of the response.  
 
Any credible response to the climate crisis must recognise and include marginalised 
groups, who often face the greatest risks and bear the heaviest burdens. 
Gender equality, youth leadership and human rights are central to Scotland’s 
approach,   
In line with our Feminist Approach to International Relations, CJF programming 
promotes women’s participation in decision-making and ensures gender equality is a 
core objective.  
Scotland also recognises the leadership of young people, supporting their 
participation in climate advocacy and decision-making, and highlighting how the 
climate crisis threatens rights to health, food, water, housing and culture.  



Our approach seeks to protect these rights, while also standing in solidarity with 
environmental human rights defenders. 
 
Disability inclusion is equally central, with a focus on recognition, participation and 
leadership 
People with disabilities are among those most affected by climate impacts yet remain 
under-represented in international climate processes. 
Through the CJF, we ensure disability inclusion is mainstreamed across all 
programmes, while also pressing for stronger recognition of disability within the 
UNFCCC system. 
Scotland continues to advocate for the 1.3 billion disabled people worldwide to have 
a greater role in climate negotiations, ensuring their rights and perspectives are 
reflected in global decision making. 
 
 
  



 
LOSS AND DAMAGE 
 
There is an important role for Scotland and other subnational governments to 
continue to show leadership on loss and damage 
As a good global citizen, Scotland was proud to be the first global north Government 
to commit funding explicitly to address loss and damage. Since COP26, we have 
mobilised £10m on community-led loss and damage projects in East Africa, the 
Pacific Islands, Andean Highlands and the Bay of Bengal. This includes our world-
first Non-Economic Loss and Damage Programme. A synthesis report was launched 
in October 2025 which details lessons learned from these projects.  
Learning from our projects has consolidated our position that a proportion of the 
UNFCCC Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) must be ringfenced to 
make finance directly available to communities in the form of grants not loans. 
There must also be recognition of, and funding for, non-economic loss and damage, 
such as loss of cultural heritage, indigenous knowledge, biodiversity and impacts on 
physical and mental health. A holistic approach to addressing loss and damage is 
needed. 
 
Scotland recognises the huge pressure escalating debt levels are putting on 
countries in the Global South. 
Excessive debt levels are undermining progress toward the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Paris Agreement, diverting resources away from critical 
investment in health, education, infrastructure and climate action. 
When faced with a climate disaster, governments should not be in a position where 
they are forced to choose between repaying their creditors and helping their 
communities to recover.   
Scotland has consistently advocated for loss and damage funding as grants, not 
loans, to allow countries to recover from extreme climate events without taking on 
additional debt.  
The First Minister recently gave his endorsement to the Jubilee 2025 ‘Cancel Debt, 
Choose Hope’ campaign. The campaign, organised by SCIAF, Christian Aid, Debt 
Justice and others, calls for a fairer approach to resolving global debt crises. 
 
Background  
After thirty years of campaigning by the Global South, there was a breakthrough 
agreement at COP27 to establish an international loss and damage fund to assist 
developing countries.  
COP28 saw the establishment of a multi-country Board to guide the set-up of the 
Fund. Both the UKG and Irish Government have seats on the Board. SG officials 
regularly meet with them to share learning from our Programmes. 
COP30 will mark the call for the first phase of funding proposals.  
Key decisions have included: 
The World Bank as Host of the Fund  
Minimum of 50% of funding to go to Small Island States and Least Developed 
countries 
Grants in the start-up of phase, but concessional loans considered for longer term. 
 
 
 



CLIMATE FINANCE 
 
At COP29, developed countries agreed that they would raise a core of at least 
$300bn a year in climate finance for developing countries by 2035. This came with a 
looser aspirational “call” to raise $1.3tn per year by 2035 from all sources, including 
private finance. This agreement is known as the “New Collective Quantified Goal” 
(NCQG). Amongst developing countries, the NCQG has been criticised as wholly 
inadequate to the scale of need. For example, the Least Developed Countries (LDC) 
Group have called it a “staggering betrayal of the world’s most vulnerable.” 
 
The reality is that there remains a significant shortfall in climate finance across 
critical areas: 
 
Adaptation: Global adaptation finance remains critically underfunded. According to 
UNEP’s Adaptation Gap Report 2024, the annual gap between needs and current 
flows is estimated at $187–$359 billion, of which less than 15% is currently being 
met. This shortfall threatens progress toward the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), 
which aims to enhance resilience and reduce vulnerability globally. 
Emissions Reduction Funding: Investment in mitigation must triple by 2030 to stay 
within 1.5°C pathways, with developing countries requiring over $2 trillion annually.  
UNFCCC Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD): A breakthrough 
agreement at COP27 helped to establish the world’s first Fund for Responding to 
Loss and Damage. Since the Fund’s establishment at COP27 and the decision to 
operationalize it at COP28, only 28 countries have made pledges to the value of  
$768 million. This amount is modest compared to the scale of climate-induced loss, 
which is projected to reach hundreds of billions annually. 
 
Scotland has called for the need to scale up ambition and good quality climate 
finance to keep to the commitments made under the Paris Agreement and the 
Glasgow Climate Pact and to deliver on climate justice.  
 
UNDER2 COALITION - NEXT GENERATION BUDGETS PROJECT 
This project aims to align public budgeting with climate neutrality goals and unlock 
climate finance. Participating governments, have the opportunity to cultivate deeper 
connections with other world-leading initiatives on green budgeting and finance.  
The project offers valuable technical training and peer learning in green budgeting 
and climate finance - advancing Scottish Government priorities under economic 
growth and tackling the climate emergency. 
The Next Generation Budgets project adopts a 'whole of government' approach to 
mainstream climate action in every government department and agency. Therefore, 
close collaboration and a free flow of information between Finance and 
Climate/Environment Departments are essential throughout this project. 
As part of this initiative, we have set up an internal Scottish Government Taskforce 
to ensure smooth coordination and knowledge sharing across all key project 
activities.  
Our Scottish Government taskforce is made up of colleagues across government in 
both finance and domestic climate change roles.  
 
  



 
GLOBAL STOCKTAKE / NDCs 3.0 
 
Global Stocktake (GST) 
The Global Stocktake entails Parties to the Paris Agreement taking stock of its 
implementation every five years, to assess the collective progress towards achieving 
the purpose of the Agreement and its long-term goals. 
Parties at COP28 considered the GST and were tasked with using these findings to 
agree action to close the gaps.  The GST’s technical report showed that there were 
collective gaps across mitigation, adaption, loss and damage, and climate finance.   
In particular, the report emphasised the urgent need to reorient trillions of dollars in 
global finance and mobilize significant resources in support of a zero-carbon, 
climate-resilient and equitable future.   
The GST is used to inform the new national climate plans, known as ‘Nationally 
Determined Contributions’ or NDCs.   
 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 
A new round of NDCs is due ahead of COP30. These NDCs must set out each 
Party’s 2035 emission reduction target.   
The process of setting NDCs originates from the 2015 Paris Agreement (COP 21) 
and requires signatories to the Paris Agreement (referred to as ‘parties’) to submit an 
NDC every five years that represents their ‘highest possible ambition’ to reduce 
emissions with a “ratchet mechanism” (so increasing in ambition each time). The 
overall intent of the Paris Agreement is to limit warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels.  
The UK Government submitted its updated NDC in January, setting a target to cut 
emissions to 81% below 1990 levels by 2035 in line with advice from The Climate 
Change Committee.     
The Scottish Government produced an indicative NDC ahead of COP26 in Glasgow, 
reflecting the commitment to reduce emissions by 75% by 2030.   
  



INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 
 
Scotland’s international development programme has been active since 2005; we are in our 
twentieth anniversary year. Amidst cuts to global aid, we are protecting international 
development and humanitarian spend - the £12.8m for 2025-26 represents an increased 
budget, allowing us to sustain our commitments. 
In our 2025 Programme for Government, we committed to increase our International 
Development Fund to £15M per annum, protect our £1M per annum humanitarian response 
funding, and deliver our commitment of £36M in Climate Justice support over this 
parliament. 

In October 2025, First Minister John Swinney made landmark visits to Zambia and 
Malawi to see the impact of Scotland’s development and climate justice work- the 
first to Zambia and the first to Malawi since the 2005 Co-operation Agreement. 
 
Our partner countries are Malawi, Rwanda, Zambia and Pakistan. We support their efforts to 
respond to global challenges and to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030: 
We work with organisations in the Global South and through competitive funding exercises, 
to equalise power between Scotland and its partner countries.  In line with partner-country 
priorities, our £12.8m per annum IDF and humanitarian funding focuses on: 
Health (NCDs, and support for health systems); 
Inclusive Education (supporting education for girls and disabled learners and our Pakistan 
Women and Girls’ Scholarships Programme); 
Equalities (Rights for women and girls via our Women and Girls Fund, and our  Police 
Scotland partnership programme with the Police Services of Malawi and Zambia, which 
focusses on tackling gender-based violence and child protection); and 
Renewable Energy (our Global Renewable Energy Centre). 
Global Citizenship (we support a range of partnerships with civil society, in Scotland and in 
the Global South). 
Humanitarian (we respond to a range of humanitarian emergencies globally, including Gaza, 
Ukraine, in our partner countries, and in lesser-known humanitarian crises such as Sudan).  
 
We take a human-rights and a feminist approach to all our work underpinned by our 
International Development Principles: 
Principles: partner country-led development, equality, amplify global-south voices, inclusion 
and diversity, innovative, adapting and sustainable, embrace technology, accountable, 
transparent and safe. 
We have established a process to mainstream gender equality in all our overseas 
development assistance work. 
We have committed to ensuring at least half of Scotland’s international development funding 
will include a disability equality objective by 2030, following first-time commitments made in 
April 2025 at the Global Disability Summit in Berlin.  



FEMINIST APPROACH TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
The Scottish Government’s feminist approach to international relations (FAIR), 
positions Scotland as a global advocate for gender equality, human rights, and social 
justice. In line with our values, we recognise that addressing systemic inequalities is 
essential to achieving global security, sustainable development, and inclusive 
governance.  
 
We are now seeking to embed FAIR principles across international policy, utilising 
individual policy areas’ monitoring and evaluation processes, including our own 
international strategy, to embed this work and ensure longer-term implementation, 
and building awareness through staff training and communication channels. 
 
Our position paper [Taking a feminist approach to international relations] published in 
November 2023, outlines four key areas of focus: 
 
International Development & Humanitarian Aid 
The Scottish Government maintains its commitment to overseas development work 
and prioritises partner-led development, ensuring that Overseas Development 
Assistance (ODA) programmes meet the needs of local communities. 
The Scottish Government is committed to working with governments and civil society 
in our partner countries to equalise power dynamics in international partnerships. 
Scotland advocates for gender-responsive humanitarian aid, addressing the specific 
needs of women and girls in crisis situations. 
Climate Justice 
Scotland has been a global leader in climate justice funding, supporting women-led 
environmental initiatives. 
Recognising that climate change disproportionately affects women, Scotland seeks 
to integrate gender-sensitive policies into its climate strategy. 
The government promotes inclusive climate governance, ensuring women’s voices 
are central to decision-making. 
Trade & Economic Equality 
In line with our principle-based approach, Scotland’s Vision for Trade sets out five 
principles that underpin our decisions on trade: wellbeing, inclusive growth, 
sustainability, net zero and good governance.  
Scotland seeks to embed gender equality in economic policies. We support women-
led businesses and promote fair labour practices. 
Scotland advocates for ethical trade policies that prioritise human rights and 
sustainability. 
Peace & Security 
Scotland promotes women’s leadership in peacebuilding and conflict resolution, 
recognising that conflict drives specific, gendered impacts on women and girls. 
The government supports initiatives that combat gender-based violence in conflict 
zones and funds the Scottish Human Rights Defender Fellowship programme. 
Within the limits of devolved competence, Scotland aligns with UN frameworks on 
Women, Peace, and Security. 
 
Examples of work being carried out in line with FAIR principles:  
 
International Development (ID) and Humanitarian Aid  



The Scottish Government has implemented a twin track approach to advance gender 
equality in its international development work by establishing a dedicated equalities 
portfolio and implementing a process to mainstream gender equality within all ODA 
spend. 
The Equalities Programme includes a Women and Girls Fund, which is a £3 million, 
four-year initiative (2024–2028) designed to support grassroots, women and girl-led 
organisations in Malawi, Zambia, and Rwanda. The fund uses participatory 
methodology to ensure local women and girls lead the Fund design and delivery. 
 
Climate Justice  
Our £36m Climate Justice Fund (CJF), which is in its final year of implementation, 
has been designed to be gender-responsive, aligning with FAIR and in recognition of 
the fact that the climate crisis is having a disproportionate impact on women and girls 
worldwide.  
Within our Climate Just Communities (CJC) and our Non-Economic Loss and 
Damage Programmes (NELD) programmes, women and girls are given a strong 
voice throughout all stages of programme design. The programmes seek to address 
not only the physical impacts of climate change but also the social inequities that 
magnify its effects. For example, through various gender equality, disability, and 
social inclusion (GEDSI) initiatives, the programmes aim to work within communities 
to tackle structural inequalities, reshape power dynamics and challenge harmful 
social norms and attitudes.    
 
Trade  
The Vision for Trade outlines negative impacts of trade on women, exploring ways to 
address it, including policy tools to reduce unequal outcomes, and expanding access 
to trade opportunities for underrepresented groups. 
In February, The Scottish Government published the Gender Export Gap research 
report, outlining significant economic benefits to boosting women-led businesses, 
and a working group is in place to drive forward the recommendations from the 
report, which is now a PfG priority. 
 
Peace and Security   
Our new Scottish Peace Programme will develop Scotland’s unique offer as a 
peacebuilding hub to ensure we continue to play a constructive role in addressing 
global challenges, and this includes the delivery of our 1325 Women in Conflict 
Fellowships.   
 
  



HUMAN RIGHTS 
  
Human rights, climate change and the environment  
Climate change threatens the enjoyment of a wide range of internationally 
recognised human rights including the right to life, health, an adequate standard of 
living which covers water, sanitation, food, and housing, and the right to self-
determination, culture and development. 
Subject to the outcome of the 2026 Scottish Parliament election, the Scottish 
Government will bring forward a Human Rights Bill that seeks to incorporate 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as Group Protection Treaties into 
Scots Law.  
We are considering how to recognise the right to a healthy environment (RTHE) in 
the Human Rights Bill to reinforce the importance of the environment, recognising 
the right as indivisible from other human rights that depend on it. 
The right has been developed based on the work of the UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Human Right to a healthy environment and consist of 6 substantive elements 
which includes a safe climate. 
Careful reflection is being given to the appropriate strength, scope and application of 
a Duty for the RTHE, given the number of complexities in incorporating the right 
which has only recently been recognised internationally. 
 
Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) 
In Scotland we are seeking to foster a culture of accountability and participation 
which provides the conditions for HRDs to carry out their work effectively. 
We fund the Scottish Human Rights Defender Fellowship, a temporary relocation 
programme delivered by the University of Dundee in coordination with Front-Line 
Defenders, Peace Brigades International, Amnesty International and other civil 
society and academic contributors. 
The Fellowship enables HRDs in difficult conditions from other countries to spend 
several months in Scotland where they can further develop their skills, extend their 
networks in a place of safety, and continue their vital work. 
We have welcomed several environmental, climate and indigenous defenders to 
Scotland as part of the Fellowship, including women defenders from the Global 
South. 
In 2021 we welcomed a Brazilian human rights defender as a Fellow working on 
human rights, climate change and environmental justice 
The Fellowship contributes towards the priority expressed by UK Government on 
International Human Rights Day in 2024 to effectively support, protect and fund 
human rights defenders across the world.  
 
 
 
  



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND SCOTLAND'S NATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK  
 
Scotland was one of the first countries to sign up to the UN SDGs in 2015. Although 
Scotland is not a UN member state it can engage on a ‘regional’ basis.  
Scotland’s National Performance Framework (NPF) localises the SDGs and shares 
their commitment to economic, social, cultural and environmental wellbeing. The 
NPF is undergoing a period of reform and there were several suggestions during 
parliamentary reviews as to how the alignment of the proposed National Outcomes 
with SDGs could be further improved. These are being closely considered. 
The Scottish Government reports on Scotland’s progress towards the National 
Outcomes through the National Indicators.  
Progress towards the National Outcomes is a proxy for progress towards the SDGs 
due to the close alignment between the two. 
Both the NPF and the SDGs capture the ambition of creating a better world and 
recognise the challenges involved. The SDGs set the deadline for a specific set of 
local and global improvements for 2030.  
As a member of the Regions4 Sustainable Development steering committee, 
Scotland is committed to driving transformative climate action from all levels of 
government including non-party governments, states and regions. We see the value 
in multilevel cooperation so are calling for greater recognition of the important role 
states and regions play in responding to climate change to ensure they have a voice 
in global decision making. 
The NPF provides a platform for collaboration across Scotland’s civic society, 
including public and private sectors, voluntary organisations, businesses and 
communities - based on achieving the National Outcomes that are aligned with the 
SDGs.  
  



DOMESTIC CLIMATE CHANGE TARGETS AND CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 
 
We remain fully committed to our ambition and duty to reach net zero by 2045, and 
the new carbon budget framework will put us on course for achieving this. 
Scotland is now more than halfway to net zero and continues to be ahead of the UK 
as a whole in delivering long term emissions reductions. 
We are well positioned to continue leading on climate action that is fair, ambitious 
and capable of rising to the emergency before us. 
 
 
We have now set five-yearly carbon budgets up to 2045 through secondary 
legislation. 
Scotland is now more than halfway to our 2045 climate change target and is ahead 
of the UK as a whole in reducing long term emissions.  
Scottish emissions have reduced by 51.3% between 1990 and 2023. Emissions in 
England reduced by 50.7%, followed by Wales with 38.6%, and Northern Ireland with 
a 30.7% reduction. 
Not only this, over the same time period the Scottish economy grew by 67.4%, 
demonstrating that a thriving economy and falling emissions are compatible. 
Our Carbon Budgets will set clear limits on emissions for the coming decades in line 
with the independent advice of the UK Climate Change Committee.  
Our proposed carbon budget levels are in line with those recommended by the 
Climate Change Committee, reinforcing our commitment to ambitious, deliverable 
climate goals. 
 
 
In the four years since the last Climate Change Plan was finalised, we have: 
Introduced a ban on the supply and manufacturing of certain problematic single-use 
plastic items, including single-use cutlery, plates, food containers and more. 
Fully allocated the £30 million EV Infrastructure Fund, which is expected to deliver 
approximately 6,000 additional public charge points by 2030.  
In 2023-24, we created over 15,000 hectares of new woodland, the highest for 34 
years. 
Brought the New Build Heat Standard into force.  
Published a draft Transport Just Transition Plan.  
We also launched an Emerging Energy Technologies Fund committing £80 million of 
funding to support the development of CCS and NETs in Scotland.  
 
In our Programme for Government we committed to: 
Removing Scotrail peak rail fares, to encourage commuters to use public transport.  
Extending our Nature Restoration Fund and establish statutory targets to improve 
biodiversity.  
Banning the supply and sale of single use vapes; and  
Introduce our Heat in Buildings Bill by the end of this Parliamentary term.  
 
 
ADDITIONAL LINES POST PUBLICATION (6 November):  
 



Scotland’s draft Climate Change Plan outlines the specific actions required up to 
2040, so we can continue to reduce our emissions and meet our first three carbon 
budget targets.    
It includes over 150 actions across sectors such as transport, heat in buildings and 
agriculture, key to achieving Scotland’s carbon budgets, while supporting people to 
make the changes required.  
Actions include consumer incentives to encourage electric vehicle uptake, measures 
to support the electrification of industry to cut emissions, and increasing woodland 
creation and peatland restoration every year until the end of the decade.  
 
The Plan is clear that climate action presents a real and growing economic 
opportunity to create green jobs and boost investment 
We are already seeing economic benefits from the transition – with the number of 
green jobs in Scotland continuing to grow faster than all other nations and regions of 
the UK [according to PWC’s Green Jobs Barometer] 
Investment opportunities will be boosted through actions in the plan which provide a 
clear direction for key markets which will support decarbonisation. 
Scottish businesses are already capturing opportunities in growing global green 
markets – from our world-leading offshore energy services to new and emerging 
opportunities in hydrogen, carbon capture and storage and green finance. 
 
The CCP describes how we will ensure that the opportunities of net zero – for 
cleaner air, better infrastructure and energy security, affordable heating and 
improved public services – are seized and fairly distributed as part of a just 
transition.   
Supporting people to take climate action has never been so important – particularly 
at a time when we are witnessing a concerning rise in anti-climate rhetoric, despite 
the majority of people in Scotland recognising that climate change is an immediate 
and urgent problem.  
The policies in the plan are estimated to deliver direct financial benefits of £42.3 
billion over the period from 2026 to 2040, with most of these benefits expected to go 
to households and businesses in Scotland. 
This plan does not ask the impossible of people. The policies aim to support people 
to make choices to decarbonise. We will not place cost burdens on those that can’t 
afford them.  
 
  



 
ADAPTATION 
 
Scottish National Adaptation Plan (SNAP3) 
 
The impacts of climate change are no longer a distant threat. Flooding, coastal 
erosion, wildfires, drought, and storms are damaging economies, societies and 
natural environment.   
To protect lives and livelihoods we must accelerate effective, adaptation action 
globally. 
Scotland’s third National Adaptation Plan sets for 2024-2029 out how we will build 
climate resilience in our communities, businesses, public services, natural 
environment and support international adaptation action. 
Our first Annual Progress Report, published June 2025, set out progress against 38 
data-ready indicators that are included in our climate adaptation monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E) framework – a first in the UK.     
Key highlights include:  
the publication of new surface water flood maps, providing the most detailed and 
accurate picture of where flooding could occur from heavy rainfall.  
The formation of a Climate Ready Infrastructure Forum, bringing together more than 
20 infrastructure owners and operators to protect Scotland’s critical infrastructure 
from weather and climate related impacts.  
Continued growth of Scotland’s innovative Climate Ready regional partnerships, with 
Local Authorities and other public bodies working across boundaries on adaptation – 
including a new collaboration in Tayside; completion of economic climate 
assessments for growth sectors in the Highlands; and Scotland’s first national 
gathering of regional partners to share and exchange knowledge and expertise.   
Scotland has valuable experience to share and is committed to supporting partners 
on their journey toward climate resilience. At the same time, we are eager to build 
stronger collaborations and foster opportunities for policy exchange on shared 
challenges. 
We strongly believe that only through international cooperation, with climate justice 
at the heart of that climate action, will we successfully secure a climate resilient 
future.    



 
JUST TRANSITION 
 
We are committed to a just transition for workers, communities and businesses 
across Scotland, providing a greener, fairer future for all.  
 
Scotland was the first country to establish a Just Transition Commission providing 
independent scrutiny and advice on how to put justice at the heart of climate action 
in Scotland. The Commission’s advice continues to guide our work on Just Transition 
planning. 
 
Based on the Commission’s advice, we developed a National Just Transition 
Planning Framework, which is designed to ensure a strategic, consistent approach to 
planning for a just transition, across our economy and society. 
 
This year, we have consulted on our draft Just Transition Plan for Transport, 
developed in line with the framework. This sets out the key opportunities and 
challenges for communities, workers and businesses in the transport sector. 
 
We published another draft Just Transition Plan focussing on Land Use and 
Agriculture Just Transition Plan, which sets out how we are working towards a fair 
and just transition for people and communities working in or with our land-based 
industries. 
 
To support workers and communities in the regions most affected by Scotland’s 
transition, we have also established two dedicated Just Transition Funds. 
 
Through our Just Transition Fund for the North East of Scotland and Moray we have 
allocated more than £75 million so far, to support workers and communities in the 
heartlands of our oil and gas sector, as we transition from fossil fuels. 
In its first two years, projects supported through the Fund have:  
created and safeguarded 230 jobs,   
opened up over 750 training places,  
attracted over £34 million of additional investment.  
We will invest a further £8.5m in capital funding through the Fund this year, with a 
focus on projects that support jobs, skills and economic opportunities. 
 
Grangemouth, one of Scotland’s main industrial manufacturing sites, is a key focus 
for our Just Transition efforts. In February, we announced a £25 million Just 
Transition Fund for Grangemouth, bringing our total commitment and investment in 
the Grangemouth and Falkirk area to £87 million. The final version of the 
Grangemouth Just Transition Plan was published in June. 
 
We are working to ensure that just transition principles are fully embedded in our 
next Climate Change Plan, which sets out how we intend to achieve our pathway to 
net zero. This will include a monitoring and evaluation framework which, for the first 
time, will provide specific indicators to measure Scotland’s progress on the Just 
Transition.  
 
  



 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 
 
Top lines  
The Scottish Government is committed to the continued development and 
deployment of renewable energy in order to support the rapid decarbonisation of our 
energy system, and the sectors which depend upon it, in line with a just transition to 
net zero. 
According to the UK Government Department for Energy Security and Net Zero's 
Public Attitudes Tracker 82% of people in the UK support renewable energy. 
Scotland’s renewable electricity capacity continues to grow, with a strong pipeline of 
projects that will play a key role in decarbonising the GB power system. This means 
significant investment is required in network infrastructure to unlock this economic 
opportunity.  
Electricity network companies have put forward plans for billions of pounds of 
investment across Scotland to create a net zero energy system. 
By expanding renewables, storage, hydrogen and carbon capture, we will build the 
affordable and resilient energy system required.  
Renewable energy is set to turbo-charge the economy of Scotland and will provide 
many jobs for communities across Scotland, as well as wider infrastructure benefits.    
Communities are at the heart of Scotland’s transition to net zero by 2045 and it is 
vital that they share in the economic and social benefits of our renewable energy 
resources. We want to ensure communities see meaningful impacts and long-term 
benefits, whilst also supporting jobs, supply chain businesses and wider growth 
Scotland is already accelerating the growth of its renewable energy sector through 
improvements in our planning and consenting regime for energy infrastructure and 
our investment of up to £500 million over five years in our offshore wind supply 
chain. 
 
Clean Power 2030 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to working closely with the UK Government 
on shared ambitions to decarbonise the power system and drive progress towards 
net zero.  
Scotland’s strong pipeline of renewables projects and growing supply chain will be 
vital to achieving a secure, affordable and clean power system. 
It is critical that the UK Government supports delivery of clean power in a way that 
ensures investor and industry confidence, and respects devolved powers, ambitions 
and policies. 
In working with the UK Government on Clean Power 2030, the Scottish 
Government’s objective is to ensure this brings significant wider benefits – such as 
growing Scotland’s domestic supply chains and green jobs; securing meaningful, 
lasting benefits for communities across Scotland; and reducing costs for energy 
consumers. 
Where possible within devolved powers, the Scottish Government is taking action to 
support this – such as: 
Progressing actions in the Onshore Sector Wind Deal, alongside industry, to deliver 
20 GW of onshore wind capacity by 2030; 
 
 



Grid Connections          
Expansion of the electricity grid will play a crucial role in delivering our energy 
ambitions and maximising the economic opportunities of Scotland’s abundant 
renewable resources.   
 
Onshore Wind  
Onshore wind is a cheap and reliable source of electricity generation; with Scotland's 
resource and commitment seeing us lead the way in onshore wind deployment and 
support across the UK. 
 
Offshore Wind 
Scotland is at the forefront of offshore wind development globally with a current 
reported potential pipeline of over 40 GW of offshore wind projects, over half of 
which is floating, providing an exciting opportunity to build on our legacy in offshore 
engineering. 
We are leading the way with our plan-led approach to offshore wind development, 
which seeks to balance the needs of the environment and other marine users in 
identifying opportunities for commercial scale projects. 
Innovation and Targeted Oil & Gas (INTOG) presents significant opportunities to 
decarbonise oil and gas production in Scotland while, crucially, enabling the 
advancement of floating wind technologies and anchoring related supply chain 
opportunities in Scotland. 
ScotWind promises to be transformational in delivering wider economic supply chain 
benefits to Scottish businesses and communities for decades to come, while 
providing a significant boost to Scottish and UK-wide green energy production. 
We welcome the commitment of developers to invest an average projection of £1.5 
bn in Scotland per project across the 20 ScotWind offshore wind projects, and we 
expect developers to honour their commitments. 
This is year two of our strategic investment of up to £500 million over five years, 
which is expected to leverage additional private investment of £1.5 billion in the 
infrastructure and manufacturing facilities critical to growing the sector. 
We are already seeing significant successes. Including Ardersier, over the last 18 
months we have invested almost £150 million in a range of projects, leveraging up to 
£670 million in private investment into projects with the potential to support around 
5,000 jobs. 
International collaboration will be key to expanding our supply chain capabilities and 
unlocking new opportunities for innovation, and research and development. 
To maximise delivery, collaboration and strategic partnerships - on both domestic 
and international levels - between governments and industry will be key.  
Estimates suggest that Scotland’s burgeoning offshore wind sector could support as 
many as 10,400 – 54,000 jobs. Collective action must be taken in the short, medium, 
and longer term so we have the right people, with the right skills, in the right place at 
the right time. That’s why the Scottish Government has convened a short-life working 
group with industry and public sector partners to develop and deliver an evidence-
based offshore wind skills action plan in autumn 2025.   
We are also providing targeted funding to the college sector in 2025-26 to deliver an 
Offshore Wind Skills Programme, helping to create region-specific training hubs for 
offshore wind skills. 
 
Solar  



We recognise the importance of energy generated from solar in contributing to the 
decarbonisation of Scotland’s energy supply and a just transition to net zero.  
 
Nuclear  
The Scottish Government’s position on traditional nuclear fission is clear. We do not 
support the building of new nuclear power stations in Scotland under current 
technologies.  
Nuclear is expensive, takes decades to become operational and generates 
radioactive waste. Renewable power is cheaper to develop and implement and is 
safer than nuclear power.  
  



 
OIL AND GAS 
 
OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS POLICY POSITION 
We’re clear in our support for a just transition for Scotland’s oil and gas sector, which 
recognises the maturity of the North Sea basin and is in line with our climate change 
commitments. 
Offshore oil and gas licensing, as well as consenting and the associated fiscal 
regime, are all matters that are currently reserved to the UK Government. 
Any further extraction and use of fossil fuels must be consistent with Scotland’s 
climate obligations and just transition commitments. It’s vital that we take an 
evidence-based approach to the energy transition.  
There is an urgent need to transition from fossil fuels globally if Paris Agreement 
goals are to be met. We are not going to deny the climate science that clearly shows 
the crisis we all are facing. 
We’ve also got to have a just transition. I saw the damage Mrs Thatcher did to 
communities when she threw thousands of workers on the scrapheap. 
A just transition does not mean simply stopping all future oil and gas activity 
overnight. That would be wrong – and could threaten energy security while 
destroying the very skills we need to transition 
That is why we continue to call on UK Government to approach decisions for North 
Sea oil and gas projects on rigorously evidence-led, case by case, basis – with 
climate compatibility and energy security key considerations. 
Workers must be at the heart of a just transition, and the Scottish Government will 
support the energy workforce with the powers available to us. 
ONSHORE OIL AND GAS 
Powers over onshore oil and gas licensing were devolved to Scottish Ministers in 
February 2018. Scottish Ministers are therefore the licensing authority for the two 
Petroleum Exploration and Development Licences currently held in Scotland. There 
is currently no onshore oil and gas production in Scotland. Our finalised position of 
no support for onshore unconventional oil and gas was confirmed in October 2019. 
Our finalised position of no support for onshore conventional oil and gas was 
confirmed in June 2025. 
 
Coal extraction 
Coal exploitation is a matter reserved to the UK Government, and the Mining 
Remediation Authority is responsible for licensing coal mining activity in Scotland. 
However, planning policy and determinations are devolved to the Scottish 
Government. Our finalised position of no support for coal extraction in Scotland was 
confirmed in June 2025. 
 
In relation to BOGA or the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty: 
The Scottish Government will continue to engage with the Beyond Oil and Gas 
Alliance, Fossil Fuel Non Proliferation Treaty and other international climate change 
initiatives as part of a wider ongoing programme of analysis and engagement with a 
range of organisations and stakeholders. 
 
 
 
 



HYDROGEN AND HYDROGEN TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Key Messages  
We have a clear ambition to become a major producer and exporter of low-carbon 
hydrogen by 2045, with an ambition to reach 5 GW of hydrogen production capacity 
by 2030. 
Scotland offers a stable policy environment, strong research and innovation base, 
and extensive natural resources to support clean energy investment. 
We are actively fostering transatlantic partnerships to accelerate the deployment of 
clean hydrogen and renewable energy solutions. 
Just transition focus: Supportive of hydrogen production and use to decarbonise 
traditional sectors (e.g. industry, distilleries, heavy transport including aviation and 
maritime) while supporting skill regeneration and regional economic renewal. 
Export opportunity development: We are focussed on implementing our hydrogen 
sector export plan and working with the UK Government on the development of 
hydrogen certification to ensure supply security and regulatory alignment with EU 
standards. 
International collaboration: Scotland has existing MoUs with regions in Europe (e.g. 
Germany’s Bavaria, Hamburg; France’s Occitania) and seeks deepened US 
Scotland partnerships on hydrogen research, policy, and trade. 
 
Opportunities to Highlight 
Green hydrogen production potential from Scotland’s offshore wind. 
Role of Scottish universities, innovation centres, and public funding in driving energy 
innovation through the Energy Technology Partnership (ETP). 
Over 60 years of transferable skills and expertise as a global energy hub with over 
900 skilled companies already identified as potential partners for Scotland's 
hydrogen supply chain. 
 
Scotland in Context 
Over 97% of electricity consumption in 2023 came from renewable sources. 
Home to pioneering initiatives in floating offshore wind, hydrogen hubs, and energy 
storage. 
Positioned as a trusted, agile partner in delivering clean, secure energy for global 
markets. 
 
Key Hydrogen Developments  
Scottish Gas Networks (SGN) are nearing completion of the construction of their 
H100 Fife Hydrogen Project, this is a world–first demonstration at scale of 100% 
hydrogen for domestic heating.  This project will switch on later in 2025 and will fit 
300 hydrogen boilers into homes in Leven, Fife supplied with 100% green hydrogen 
produced from offshore wind renewable electricity.  
BP Aberdeen Hydrogen Hub –In March 2022, BP and Aberdeen City Council formed 
a joint venture to deliver a green hydrogen production hub in Aberdeen, powered by 
renewable energy. The proposed facility includes a green hydrogen production plant 
and refuelling facility, powered by a purpose-built solar farm. The BP Aberdeen 
Hydrogen Hub is in its construction phase. (SG provided funding of £15m to 
Aberdeen City Council to take forward the Aberdeen Hydrogen Hub programme). 
 The 10.5MW Cromarty Green Hydrogen Project was successful in the UKG’s 
Hydrogen Allocation Round 1 funding programme . 



An additional eight green hydrogen projects totalling more than 200MW’s in Scotland 
have been shortlisted in Hydrogen Allocation Round 2 announced in April 2025.  
The £29 million Local Transmission System (LTS) Futures project from Scottish Gas 
Networks successfully tested the compatibility of the LTS to transport hydrogen. This 
project, using 30km long existing pipeline, demonstrated how hydrogen can be 
transported at scale around the county and will inform the UK Government’s Energy 
Policy Decisions. The project provided evidence that the pipeline can carry 100% 
hydrogen instead of natural gas.  
 
 
TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
 
HMRC Goods Trade Stats (Q2 2025)  
Scotland’s export performance follows similar structural challenges to the rest of the 
UK, including inflation, post-Brexit trade friction, global tariff uncertainties and 
economic slowdown, but it also faces unique exposures due to its export 
concentration in key sectors like energy, drink, and chemicals. 
  
Adjusting for inflation (real terms): 
Scotland’s international goods exports were £22.3bn in the year ending June 2025; 
Goods exports to the EU fell by 5% this year and are down 21% compared to 2019. 
  
Not adjusting for inflation (current prices): 
Scotland’s international goods exports equalled £24.1bn in the year ending June 
2025, remaining largely unchanged from the previous year 
Comparing longer-term trends, Scotland is outperforming the UK as a whole with the 
current value of goods exports increasing by 20% since the pre-pandemic period, 
while the UK increased by 8% in that time. 
In the 12 months to June 2025, UK goods exports increased by 1%, compared to a 
6% rise seen in Scotland’s goods export value. 
Scotland’s export growth to the EU has outperformed the UK since 2018 (+1% vs -
2%) 
  
Our Team Scotland approach to supporting Scottish exporters is yielding results: 
In 2024-25, our support programmes, delivered by Scottish Enterprise resulted in 
£2.46bn in planned international sales (over the next three years). 
An independent export evaluation showed that our support resulted in increased 
export sales of £1.6bn, and firms experienced an average of 140% uplift in export 
value. 
We continue to monitor and assess our support to businesses to ensure it is working 
and. through our PFG, announced a six-point export plan, providing additional 
investment to expand and intensify our efforts to support export growth. 
 
We are focusing efforts to develop new markets for our renewable energy exports 
and expertise so that we support international Net Zero efforts.  
We ended all Scottish Government overseas trade support and promotion activities 
solely focused on fossil fuel goods and services by COP26. To implement this, we 
refocused our overseas trade support in this area towards products and services that 
align with the energy transition. 



We will support the new Green Industrial Strategy published in September 2024 by 
attracting investment into Scotland’s Net Zero industries and supporting exports to 
international markets.   
  
We have published and are now in active delivery of our Sector Export Plans in the 
Hydrogen and Renewables, which support domestic companies to grow and 
increase their exports: 
 
Hydrogen Sector Export Plan (HSEP): 
Scotland is targeting export growth in both established markets like USA, France, 
Germany and emerging ones including Brazil, Mexico, Chile, and others. These 
markets align with Scotland’s strengths in hydrogen technology and supply chain 
capabilities. Chile has been identified as a key emerging market for Scotland’s 
hydrogen supply chain, offering opportunities in infrastructure, transport, and 
technology. Scotland’s expertise in renewables oil and energy transition makes it 
well placed to support Chile’s hydrogen ambitions.  
 
Renewables Sector Export Plan (RSEP): 
We are working with industry across key areas such as data, domestic capability 
building, and internationalisation, to harness Scotland’s strengths and grow our 
renewables exports.  
The RSEP identifies onshore wind, offshore wind, marine and renewable heat as key 
renewable sources in driving export growth in the sector. 
Brazil was identified as an emerging market in the 2024/25 SDI Key Markets and 
Sub-Sectors for Trade Development Operating Plan.  RSEP funding was 
subsequently used to commission market research and scoping activity of potential 
opportunities in this market. 
 
We are promoting the export growth of Scottish businesses in both current and 
emerging markets as they navigate these challenging global conditions. Through our 
enterprise agencies we provide a wide range of tailored export support:  
Support includes international market research to help companies identify and 
evaluate suitable markets for their products/services: assessing potential 
opportunities, regulatory and compliance requirements, and to navigate trade 
barriers and offering grant support through our International Growth Support 
programme, and targeted funding via our Sector Export Plans. 
Our International Trade Partnership programme – in collaboration with the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce – provides support for trade missions to both established 
and emerging markets. As per our PFG (2025), we are providing additional 
investment to intensify our efforts on export growth through the 6 Point Export Plan. 
 
Capital Investment 
 
We are developing a national project pipeline of investment opportunities.   
Working with public and private partners, we are developing a national project 
pipeline of investment opportunities which will provide greater clarity on expected 
investment risk and return and can be tailored to the needs of target investors such 
as infrastructure investors, institutional investors, and sovereign wealth funds.   
The pipeline will consist of projects of the scale and impact of recent investment 
such as the major port development by Haventus at Ardersier. 



We will launch an online investment portal, ‘InvestScotland’ in 2025.   
The portal will serve as a gateway for Scotland’s private capital investment 
proposition.  
The Deputy First Minister is leading a co-ordinated programme to attract investment 
in the priority areas of net zero, housing, and infrastructure. 
This is building on our approach to the offshore wind investment pipeline which 
includes investment opportunities in enabling infrastructure and supply chain 
projects.  Flagship Investments into Scotland to date include:   
Ardersier Port - one of the largest industrial regeneration projects in the Highlands in 
decades and a flagship example of Scottish Government and UK Government 
collaboration. In May 2024, £100m of commercial public sector investment, £50m 
each from the Scottish National Investment Bank and the National Wealth Fund, was 
announced to support the £300 million capital commitment announced in 2023 by 
the Quantum Capital Group, for the redevelopment of Ardersier port near Inverness 
as a distribution hub for North Sea wind power. 
Sumitomo: £24.5m grant funding for Sumitomo’s £350 million  sub-sea cable 
manufacturing plant at the Port of Nigg, strengthening Scotland’s offshore wind 
supply chain.  
AGS Airports – In January 2025, AviAlliance, a global private airport investor and 
operator owned by PSP Investments, completed its £1.53 billion acquisition of AGS 
Airports, which operates Aberdeen, Glasgow, and Southampton airports, from 
Ferrovial and Macquarie. The company plans to invest £350 million in AGS Airports 
over the next five years, focusing on future growth and decarbonisation. This 
includes a major redevelopment of Glasgow Airport’s main terminal and 
improvements to airfield infrastructure and energy efficiency.  
 
Trade Policy 
 
US Tariffs and UK-US Economic Prosperity Deal 
In July 2025, the US Administration announced the highest tariffs in the world 
against Brazil: 50% on all products. A month later, when the tariffs went into effect, 
about 700 products were removed from the list, but more than half of Brazilian 
exports remain subject to the tariffs. 
SG has welcomed the UK-US Economic Prosperity Deal (EPD), and we fully support 
all efforts to finalise the remaining elements of the deal, to provide long-term 
certainty and stability to our transatlantic trading partnership.   
Most Scottish exporters, including our iconic food and drink sector, continue to be 
directly affected by the 10% reciprocal tariff. 
Scotland’s main goods exports to the USA affected by US tariff increases are 
Beverages; Power Generating Machinery and Equipment; and General Industrial 
Machinery. 
Our other priorities for the EPD include pharmaceuticals, technical standards and 
conformity assessments, services and digital trade. 
The suspension of tariffs resulting from the Boeing Airbus issue has been positive for 
both US and Scottish producers and we want to see a mutually beneficial final 
resolution soon.  
On 28 – 29 July 2025, the First Minister met with US President Trump during his visit 
to Scotland. The FM took this opportunity to discuss economic protections for the 
Scotch Whisky and Salmon sector, including an exemption for Scotch Whisky from 
the 10% reciprocal tariff currently applied on exports to the US.  



We continue to press UKG to ensure the full involvement of Devolved Governments 
so that the interests of all parts of the UK can be protected.  
 
The Scottish Government is committed to a rules-based trade agenda and supports 
open, fair, and transparent trade. It is through international cooperation, not isolation, 
that the world will tackle the climate crisis. 
Trade policy should operate as a lever to drive progress towards net zero targets, 
including through bilateral and multilateral efforts to reduce tariff and non-tariff 
barriers to trade in environmental goods and services. 
  
The Scottish Government is supportive of the UK Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM), which aims to prevent carbon leakage.  
However, it is important to consider how this could affect business activities and 
trade with third countries, particularly developing countries.  
We are supportive of efforts at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to promote 
greater transparency and alignment of carbon measures among trading partners, 
which will help to provide consistency, reduce complexity, and ease the burdens on 
business and international trade. 
As an example of this, the Scottish Government is also supportive of the ongoing 
negotiations to link the UK Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) and the EU Emissions 
Trading System (ETS), which should provide mutual UK and EU CBAM exemptions 
and reduce trade barriers with the EU.  
  
CBAM Background:  
Brazil’s COP30 president has called for governments to set up a new forum to 
discuss trade issues, however, there is mixed consensus over whether trade-related 
measures belong on the agenda of global climate negotiations. 
Brazil has previously raised concerns at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) that 
CBAM could act as a disguised restriction on international trade, potentially violating 
WTO principles of non-discrimination and special and differential treatment for 
developing countries.  
Brazil is supportive of efforts to promote multilateral carbon market solutions (aka a 
Climate Club) rather than unilateral CBAMs. 
 
We met our commitment to end all Scottish Government overseas trade support and 
promotion activities solely focused on fossil fuel goods and services by COP26 in 
2022.  
We have since refocused our overseas trade support in this area towards products 
and services that align with the energy transition.  
Since the policy’s launch, the portfolio of companies supported by Scottish 
Development International (SDI) has transitioned from fossil fuel energy to those 
embracing the opportunities of the energy transition. This has helped to open up new 
markets, giving companies in Scotland a kickstart to participate in global supply 
chains related to the energy transition. 
 
Inward Investment (FDI) 
 
Our Inward Investment Plan highlights the important role inward investment can play 
in Scotland’s economic growth by delivering high-value jobs to the economy. 



Although only 3% of businesses in Scotland are owned out-with the country, these 
inward investors account for a significant number of Scottish jobs and approximately 
three quarters of exports in Scotland.  
In June 2025, the EY UK Attractiveness Survey Scotland reaffirmed Scotland as a 
destination of choice for inward investors and the importance of and benefits that 
inward investment brings to the Scottish economy due to the incredible workforce, 
competitive cost base, world-class universities, supportive business environment, 
natural resources and impressive quality of life is what makes global companies 
decide to locate here 
  
Scotland’s Inward Investment Performance – Key Stats 
135 inward investment projects were secured in Scotland in 2024, a slight decline (7) 
from what was a record high of 142 in 2023.  
Against a UK and Europe backdrop of a marked decline in project numbers, 
Scotland’s share of projects has increased year-on-year and now sits at 15.8%, up 
from 11.5% in 2023, and with a ten-year average of 11.4%. 
Three of Scotland’s major cities are once again in the UK top 10 cities, Glasgow (27 
projects) became Scotland’s leading city for FDI for the first time in five years – a 
position that Edinburgh held between 2020 and 2023 – and the second most popular 
UK city outside London, after Manchester (44 projects)., with Edinburgh having 
secured 24 projects and Aberdeen 12 projects. Scotland’s top three FDI sectors 
were Machinery & equipment (19 projects), Software & IT (15 projects), with Agri-
food and Utility supply joint third (14 projects).  
US remains the single biggest country of origin for Scotland’s FDI projects. Scotland 
secured 37 projects from the US in 2024, representing a 37% increase from 27 
projects in 2023 
 
  



NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY 
 
Biodiversity is critical to everybody’s lives – producing food, clean water, natural 
materials and medicines, and helping to address climate change – but globally and 
in Scotland it is in crisis. 
 
Top Lines 
Scotland’s biodiversity has been declining for decades, like most other industrialised 
countries.  
It is essential we take urgent action to tackle the twin crises of biodiversity loss and 
climate change, to deliver a nature-positive, net zero world - and in a way that 
supports thriving communities. 
The way we manage our land has to change and our Strategic Framework for 
Biodiversity sets out how key sectors will deliver for biodiversity - including planning, 
agriculture, forestry and water management.  
Our Biodiversity Delivery Plan, published in November 2024, sets out over 100 
actions needed to help deliver the ambition set out in our Biodiversity Strategy: for a 
nature-positive Scotland by 2030. 
Through our Natural Environment Bill currently in Parliament, we plan to establish 
statutory targets to restore and protect nature 
Government cannot do this alone – we must work in partnership with, and use the 
expertise of, those who manage our land and who know it best, to help manage and 
restore our land for nature.   
Our Biodiversity Investment Plan identifies the practical actions needed to increase 
the flow of public, private and philanthropic investment into the delivery of 
biodiversity priorities for a nature positive future. 
We have now committed more than £65 million since 2021 through our Nature 
Restoration Fund, to restore woodland and rivers, as well as conserving some of our 
most iconic species and increasing the resilience of our ecosystems.  
 
Nature is our world’s life support system  
We all depend on biodiversity and so the biodiversity crisis affects everyone.  It 
provides our food, helps prevent flooding and soil erosion, purifies our water and 
contributes to our wellbeing, by providing recreation and a sense of place. 
The natural environment underpins our economy, including our jobs, our health and 
our ability to address the global climate emergency.   
Addressing the nature crisis needs a ‘whole of government’ and a ‘whole of society’ 
approach, working together to achieve a nature-positive Scotland by 2030.   
 
Our new Strategic Framework will deliver the change needed to protect and restore 
terrestrial, freshwater and marine biodiversity in Scotland. 
The evidence tells us that Scotland, along with the rest of the UK, has not done 
enough over the last 20 years to prevent the continuing decline in biodiversity.  
We face twin reinforcing crises – a decline in biodiversity will make the climate crisis 
worse and a changing climate will increase the rate of biodiversity loss.   
Biodiversity is the best chance we have to adapt to climate change and ensure we 
can continue to enjoy nature’s benefits, on which we all depend. 
Our ambitious new Biodiversity Strategy sets out our goals to halt nature loss by 
2030 and reverse it by 2045 and provides a long-term vision of what our natural 
environment needs to look like in order to reverse biodiversity decline.  



We will need high level strategic leadership, alongside responsible public and 
responsible private investment to achieve our outcomes, and an inclusive whole-of-
society approach which engages communities, business and decision makers alike. 
 
The Scottish Government remains firmly committed to taking action to address 
biodiversity loss and protect and restore the natural environment. 
The Natural Environment Bill will put in place key legislative changes to restore and 
protect nature, including establishing a framework for statutory targets for nature 
restoration. 
We know that nature in Scotland – and around the world – is in crisis, with 11% of 
our species under threat. Restoring Scotland's natural environment is a key way to 
address the twin challenges of nature loss and climate change. 
Through this year’s Programme for Government, we will continue making progress 
on protecting 30% of our land and seas for nature by 2030, building on our record of 
peatland restoration and woodland creation, and funding new nature restoration 
projects across Scotland.  
 
SG has committed to developing a new Ecosystem Restoration Code as a market 
mechanism for attracting responsible private investment into nature restoration. 
The new Ecosystem Restoration Code would seek to issue nature credits 
representing a measured, independently verified improvement in ecosystem 
condition arising from programmes of restorative land management activity.  
The Government has committed to publishing a competent model for the code in 
2026. 
Ultimately, these credits could be sold to private companies or individuals to meet 
their own biodiversity targets, therefore meeting demand from corporates seeking to 
manage their biodiversity risks, offset development impacts, or deliver supply chain 
resilience.  
SG will engage extensively with all relevant stakeholders to ensure that the new 
Ecosystem Restoration Code is co-designed with potential users.  
 
 
 
 
  



 
FORESTRY 
 
We are supporting the growth and management of Scotland's forests and forestry 
industry, so that we may continue to enjoy the benefits they bring to our economy, 
environment, climate and wellbeing. 
Forestry is a major land use in Scotland for positive economic, social and 
environmental outcomes.  
Scotland’s forests and woodlands are a natural powerhouse and make a significant 
contribution to the economy. Forestry in Scotland supports over 34,000 jobs and 
contributes £1.1bn to Scotland’s economy, including among demographic groups 
where job creation is particularly needed, such as in rural and remote areas.  
Scotland’s forests are a net carbon sink, absorbing 7.6 million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide, equivalent to about 14% of Scotland’s gross GHG emissions, and providing 
timber as a low carbon product. 
Woodland creation targets are set out in the SG Climate Change Plan, and have 
been steadily increasing year by year, rising to 18,000 ha a year later in this decade. 
In recent years, Scotland has been leading the way in the UK, planting 70% of all 
new woodlands in the UK in the past 5 years. The 2025-26 Programme for 
Government has a commitment to create at least 10,000 hectares of woodlands, to 
include over 4,000 hectares of native woodland.  
Over the course of this Parliament, SG will have invested £100 million to increase 
forestry planting, £30 million to expand Scotland’s national forests and land, and £20 
million to increase nursery stocks. 
Woodland creation has been significantly boosted through private finance attracted 
under the Woodland Carbon Code, launched in 2011. The woodland carbon market 
has expanded approximately five-fold, far above the 50% target set in 2020. There 
are currently 523 validated projects in Scotland, covering over 34,000 hectares and 
predicted to remove 11.2MtCO2 over their lifetimes. 
 
 Woodland creation statistics 
Scottish Forestry is investing in training to build skills and capacity across the sector 
and is focussing to support woodland creation approvals. It has allocated an 
additional £1 million in grant funding for smaller woodlands, to encourage farmers 
and crofters to continue planting trees. In 2025, Scottish Forestry published a 
Woodland Creation Routemap that brings together actions across the forestry sector 
to maximise woodland creation levels over the next 5 years. 
Since the Forestry Grant Scheme was introduced in 2015, it has supported almost 
100,000 ha of woodland creation (around 200 million trees), with about 45% being 
native species. 
Since the Forestry Strategy was launched in 2019, 75,000 ha of new woodland has 
been created in Scotland, including approximately 25,000 ha of native woodland - an 
average of almost 11,000 ha per year. 
  
Balancing woodland creation and agriculture  
Forestry does not need to compete with agricultural production where trees are well 
integrated into farm businesses. It is rare for high quality agricultural land to be taken 
out of agricultural production, with only 0.12% of prime agricultural land (grades 1 – 
3.1) planted since 2015.  The Scottish Government can achieve its woodland 
creation targets without planting on the best sites. Positive initiatives are underway to 



help farmers and crofters get the benefits of growing trees and support their farming 
business. 
Woodlands offer many benefits for farm businesses including enhanced productivity 
(for example, through shelter for livestock), improved amenity and revenues from 
timber and carbon credits.  
  
 Wealthy investors (“green lairds”) receiving public money for tree planting 
To reach Net Zero, both private and public investment is needed. Under current  
rules, any person or organisation that owns, occupies or tenants land can apply for a 
forestry grant. Each project is assessed on its own merits and whether it meets the 
rigorous criteria associated with woodland creation schemes.  
A Natural Capital Market Framework has operated in Scotland since November 
2024, to promote responsible, values-led private investment that supports Scotland’s 
transition to a net zero and climate-resilient economy while delivering benefits to 
local communities. Through this market framework, the Scottish Government seeks 
to align investment opportunities with national priorities, ensuring that the benefits of 
natural capital are shared by all. 
Around 50% of recent applications for FGS support are for projects smaller than 20 
hectares in size – mostly farmers, crofters or smaller woodland owners. 
The Woodland Carbon Code applies rigorous standards to ensure that carbon 
credits meet high standards of integrity, and is internationally endorsed. The 
standards include an “additionality” test that effectively limits the amount of public 
support that more commercially focussed woodlands can claim if in receipt of carbon 
credits. 
   
A balanced approach to planting native and non-native trees 
The Scottish Government wants to promote a balance - we need both productive 
trees and native broadleaves if we are to tackle the twin crises of climate change and 
biodiversity loss.   
Native/broadleaf woodlands are vital for reducing nature loss and for amenity, and 
for providing a large on-site store of carbon over the longer term. In 2024-25 native 
woodlands accounted for 63% of woodland creation in Scotland. Productive species 
are key for the economy, jobs, locking up carbon and are quicker at sequestration in 
the shorter term. Productive woodlands – even those comprising mainly non-native 
trees – support a substantial amount of biodiversity and for some species they 
provide vital habitats.  
  
Communities and forestry 
Scottish Government is committed to ensuring more people and communities can 
engage with our expanding forests and woodland, and that more people and 
communities benefit from forestry. 
We have published refreshed guidance on Forestry Engagement and Consultation 
Processes, which more clearly sets out the opportunities for local communities to get 
involved in the development of forestry plans and proposals. 
We have also supported the Confederation of Forest Industries to develop and 
deliver stakeholder training, and to work with communities in the South of Scotland 
to develop good practice guidance on engagement, which was published in October 
2024. 
To ensure that the benefits forests and woodlands deliver are shared between 
public, private and community interests, we are a funding partner in a project that 



supports communities and investors to work together to increase the delivery of 
community benefits from woodland creation schemes. 
To support the ownership and management of woodlands by communities, we fund 
the Community Woodlands Association to provide independent advice to the 150 
community groups it counts as members. The topics it advises on range from 
acquiring woodland assets, to enhancing delivery of social benefits, to building 
organisational capacity, business development and governance issues. 
 
   
Scotland’s rainforest  
SG published a strategic approach to restoring and expanding Scotland’s rainforest, 
learning from past experience and focusing on tackling the key threats co-operatively 
at a population or landscape scale in nine initial priority areas. 
SG has committed significant funding to rainforest work through Forestry Grant 
Scheme enhancements, the Nature Restoration Fund and via Forestry and Land 
Scotland. Over £1M of FGS funding was available in 2024 to support work in the 
rainforest. In 2025 total funding available for rainforest restoration work is up to 
£2.5M. 
Forestry & Land Scotland manages over 14,500 hectares, or a third of Scotland’s 
rainforest in the rainforest zone, and so are significant deliverers of rainforest 
restoration. Work is focused on deer management, control of Invasive Non-Native 
Species (INNS), Plantations on Ancient Woodlands restoration and helping to build a 
local contractor base.   



PEATLANDS 
 
TOP LINES 
Protecting, managing and restoring degraded peatlands is a vital part of mitigating 
and adapting to the climate and nature emergencies. 
It reduces emissions.  It enhances biodiversity and increases its resilience to climate 
change.  It reduces wildfires and flooding, and improves water quality. 
And it supports a Just Transition by creating good green jobs in rural communities. 
  
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 
We want to restore 250,000 hectares of degraded peat by 2030, and since 2020 
have invested over £90 million in this. 
Through our world-class peatland restoration programme, we have restored around 
90,000 hectares to date[1] including 14,860 hectares in 2024-25 alone[2].  This is a 
new record in a single year, an increase of 42% on the 10,360 hectares restored 
during 2023-24, and exceeds our 10,000 hectare Programme for Government 
commitment. 
In 2023, emissions from degraded peat were 6.2 MtCO2e.  This is 2.3 MtCO2e/yr 
down on 1990 levels [8.5 MtCO2e/yr] - driven largely by increases in restoration. 
  
BACKGROUND 
Scotland has around 2 million hectares of peat.  However, around 70% of this is 
degraded in which state it releases rather than stores carbon and offers fewer other 
co-benefits for climate, for nature and for people. 
We have committed to restore at least a further 12,000 hectares in the 2025 PFG 
with £35.5m public funding to support this. 
We have demonstrated that restoration can be, and has been, integrated with other 
established land management practices.  For example, it is helping organisations like 
Scottish Water and local authorities meet their Net Zero targets and created safer 
and more productive landscape for livestock, leading to a more successful farm 
business.  
Alongside restoration we continue work towards banning the sale of horticultural 
peat, and are integrating peatlands into related strategies and policies. These 
include our National Adaptation Plan, Biodiversity Strategy, Agriculture Reform 
Programme, Flood Resilience Strategy, Onshore Wind Policy Statement and 
National Planning Framework 4. 
We are investing in the science needed better to understand other ways we may be 
able to reduce peatland emissions. These include correcting inaccurate mapping of 
grassland on peat and examining the complex relationship between grazing and 
peatland condition and emissions. And we are working towards new tools to focus 
our investment where it can achieve the greatest benefits for climate, nature and 
people.  



TRANSPORT 
 
REDUCING ROAD EMISSIONS 
Car use is the largest contributor to transport Greenhouse Gas emissions in 
Scotland, accounting for 38.9% of transport emissions. We need to encourage 
people out of their cars and onto more sustainable transport options.  
We know that to reduce car use, public transport has to be available, affordable, and 
accessible. This is why we spend over £2bn annually to support public transport, 
including providing up to 2.3 million people in Scotland with access to free bus travel. 
We will be revising the 20% by 2030 target for car use reduction, as committed in our 
recently published renewed policy statement. 
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES  
In 2025-26, we will increase funding for low carbon and climate positive activities to 
£54.4m, supporting the switch to zero emission vehicles and decarbonisation of the 
bus sector.  
Since the Low Carbon Transport Loan launched in 2011 it has provided interest free 
loans worth £230m, this has supported individuals and businesses including the taxi 
sector across Scotland purchase over 8,700 zero and ultra-low emission vehicles 
saving an estimated 230,000 tCO2e.  
Scotland now has over 7,100 public charge points, a target for 6,000 public Charge 
points was met two years ahead of schedule. 
Our draft Implementation Plan sets out a route map to deliver on our vision and 
ambition to create approximately 24,000 additional public charge points by 2030.  
Through our £30m EV Infrastructure Fund, we are supporting local authorities to help 
achieve this, to work with the private sector. 
We are also providing a further £4.5 million to expand public charging rural and 
islands communities. 
We have already provided over £80 million to support the public sector’s investment 
in vehicles and infrastructure to decarbonise its fleet. 
There are now over 5,800 zero emission vehicles and over 250 ultra-low emission 
vehicles operating across the public sector.   
We are developing a Fleet Decarbonisation Action Plan that reflects the current fiscal 
operational environment and the scale of emission reduction required. 
 
ACTIVE AND SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL 
We will invest more than £2.6 billion in 2025-26 to support public transport and to 
make our transport system available, affordable and accessible for all. 
We will invest over £188 million to support high quality active travel and bus 
infrastructure, sustainable travel integration, and behaviour change activity to 
promote walking, wheeling and cycling for everyday shorter journeys and other 
sustainable journeys. 
We will also invest £263 million to put more zero emission buses on Scotland’s 
roads, to help local authorities leverage more private investment for electric vehicle 
charging.   
Charging and fuelling for heavy duty vehicles (including HGV, bus and coach) will 
increasingly be required, both along the strategic road network and at depot 
locations. 
We expect energy infrastructure to be owned and operated by the private sector. If, 
as energy infrastructure develops, market failure becomes apparent (e.g., in rural 



areas), the Scottish Government will consider intervening to support a Just 
Transition for the whole of Scotland. 
Any Scottish Government investment into heavy vehicle charging infrastructure will 
encourage the shared use of infrastructure across operators and sectors where 
possible, as was the case with recent investment into public bus electrification. 
UK Government reforms to the connections process are critical to enabling charging 
projects in Scotland to connect to the grid as required. We are encouraging the UKG, 
NESO and Ofgem to work together to expedite connections to the electricity network 
that will help to decarbonise our transport network. 
 
 
 
International engagement 
During COP26, the Scottish Government signed up to a number of international 
agreements and initiatives that reinforce these targets and connect Scotland to a 
community of like-minded administrations promoting high levels of policy ambition for 
the decarbonisation of transport: 
Joint Declaration on Zero Emission Vehicles – to work towards all sales of new cars 
and vans being zero emission globally by 2040; to convert our owned or leased car 
and van fleets to zero emission vehicles by 2035. 
RouteZero Public Fleets Pledge – to convert Scottish Government’s owned and 
leased fleets ASAP: buses by 2030; two and three-wheelers by 2030; light duty 
vehicles by 2035; medium and heavy-duty vehicles by 2040. 
Global Memorandum on Zero Emission Medium and Heavy-Duty Vehicles (MHDHV) 
- sets a goal of all new MHDHV fleets being zero emission by 2040, with an interim 
target of 30% by 2030.  
Under2 Coalition Leaders Action Document - for 100% new light-duty vehicles and 
public fleet vehicles sales to be zero emission by 2035; 100% medium and heavy-
duty public vehicles to be zero emission by 2040. 
Call for Action on Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure – commitment to put in 
place coherent charging infrastructure investments and deployments. 
Scotland continues to actively engage with these instruments, including participating 
in the community of governments supporting the Global MoU on Zero Emission 
Medium and Heavy-Duty Vehicles, and holding a place on the steering group of the 
Transport Decarbonisation Alliance. 
 
Rail  
Scottish Government is committed to decarbonising its passenger rail network. 
Three quarters of passenger journeys are already made on electric trains. 
Since 2007, the Scottish Government has invested in electrifying over 468 kilometres 
of track to support greener and more efficient journeys.  
 
Aviation and Air Departure Tax 
The Scottish Government’s Aviation Statement describes the specific actions we will 
take to encourage decarbonisation and increase international connectivity.  
The UK Government’s Jet Zero aviation strategy applies across the UK and contains 
various decarbonisation measures to meet Net Zero. We will continue to encourage 
the UK Government to ensure the strategy benefits Scotland. 



The Scottish Government is committed to introducing Air Departure Tax (ADT) in a 
way that protects Highlands and Islands connectivity and complies with the UK 
Government’s subsidy control regime. 
We will review the rates and bands of ADT – including for private jets – prior to the 
implementation of the tax, to ensure they are aligned with our net zero ambitions. 
 
Shipping and Ferries 
Many ports across Scotland have already published plans committing to 
decarbonising their operations, including the introduction of shore power.  
As shipping policy is reserved, we are committed to working with the UKG to support 
decarbonisation proposals both at a UK level and globally. 
We will continue to work toward maximising the proportion of ferries in Scottish 
Government ownership which are low emission, with a target to increase this to 48% 
by 2040.   



WASTE AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 
Scotland has made significant progress in reducing waste, increasing recycling and 
decarbonising the waste sector. 
Scotland has made good long-term progress towards reaching our sustainable 
resource and circular economy ambitions. In 2023, the waste management sector 
emissions stood at 1.7 MTCO2e, 73% lower than in 1990.  
Scotland has cut the amount of waste it produces to the lowest level on record, 
surpassing our 2025 target to cut waste by 15% from 2011 levels – with waste down 
by more than 20%. 
The amount of waste going to landfill in Scotland has dropped by 61% since 2011, 
now standing at an all-time low (1.8 million tonnes in 2023). We landfill less than 
20% of all waste in Scotland (19% in 2023) and recycle over 62%.  
We have a range of transformational measures already in place or underway to drive 
more sustainable resource management and reduce emissions. This includes action 
to end the sending of biodegradable municipal waste to landfill, bans on problematic 
single-use plastic items, reform of extended producer responsibility for packaging 
and our ongoing £70 million investment in local authority recycling infrastructure. 
A circular economy, in which resources are kept in use for as long as possible, is not 
just good for the environment, it will also create new economic opportunities and 
green jobs here in Scotland. 
 
On 21 October we published our draft Circular Economy Strategy for consultation 
The draft strategy sets out our vision and outcomes to move from a linear “take 
make and dispose” economic model to a circular economy where materials and 
goods are valued and kept in use for as long as possible. 
A more circular economy has a huge role to play in tackling the climate crisis and 
also helping to drive economic growth by increasing the resilience of our supply-
chains and encouraging innovation. 
The draft strategy provides a high-level framework for Scotland’s transition to a 
circular economy, setting out a broad vision and outcomes as well as priorities 
across policy mechanisms, priority sectors, product stewardship and a monitoring 
and indicator framework. The priority sectors identified for the strategy are the built 
environment, net zero energy infrastructure, textiles, the food system, and transport. 
We are aware of the negative impacts experienced internationally as a result of 
Scotland’s current production, consumption and disposal methods 
The Strategy will help us take responsibility for our ecological and social impact, 
recognising that our supply chains span the globe.  
Although Scotland is a relatively small part of the global market, we must play our 
part in reducing the negative impacts, for example, of mining and deforestation, the 
export of waste, and the leakage of harmful material into the environment and 
oceans.  
The draft strategy is open to consultation until 13 January 2026 and we would 
welcome your views. 
We are also engaged with the work of Defra and its taskforce who are developing a 
circular economy strategy for England. 
 
The overall recycling rate in Scotland has increased from 52.5% in 2011 to 62.2% in 
2023, and the Scottish Government is doing more to increase household recycling. 



Supporting high quality recycling is everybody’s responsibility and increased 
consistency in services will enable more public education on recycling building on 
our Net Zero Nation resources helping the public to reduce, reuse, repair and recycle 
more, and Zero Waste Scotland’s Recycle for Scotland campaign, which is used by 
all 32 local authorities in Scotland.  
The Scottish Government provided over £1 billion of funding through the Strategic 
Waste Fund between 2008 and 2022 to assist local authorities in the implementation 
of the Zero Waste Plan, including support for projects to drive local improvements in 
recycling. 
 
Scotland has already taken significant action to reduce single-use items and ensure 
we manage our precious resources. 
We were the first government in the UK to implement a ban on many of the most 
problematic single-use plastics, which came into force on 1 June 2022, making it an 
offence for businesses in Scotland to provide items such as plastic cutlery, plates 
and stirrers. 
We were the first government in the UK to commit to banning single use vapes. 
Under new legislation that came into force on 1 June 2025, single use vapes can no 
longer be stocked or sold in Scotland. 
We remain committed to introducing a Deposit Return Scheme and continue to 
engage constructively with industry and other UK nations to support the launch of 
DRS in October 2027. 
 
The Scottish Government has consulted on proposals to introduce a minimum 25p 
charge on single-use drinks cups to tackle the significant environmental impact of 
these items. We will continue to work closely with stakeholders to develop a charge 
that is deliverable and allows businesses and consumers time to prepare. We will 
also continue develop additional measures to promote the uptake of reusable 
alternatives.. 
Around 400 million single-use cups are used in Scotland every year,  one of the 
highest rates of single-cup use in Europe – creating around 5,400 tonnes of waste a 
year. Introducing a minimum charge will encourage reusable alternatives, tackle 
waste and cut some of the estimated 15 million cups littered each year.  
 
An independent review of the role of incineration in Scotland in 2022 stated that, in 
the short-term, incineration will have a role to play in managing our waste as we 
transition to a circular economy, in addition to being a preferable way of dealing with 
waste than landfill. 
As we transition to a circular economy, Scotland will need significantly less 
incineration capacity, it is vital that we do not have more capacity than we need. 
While we make the transition, we need to ensure that we treat residual waste in a 
way that minimises environmental impacts and is firmly aligned with our emissions 
reduction ambitions. 
 
  



COUNRY BRIEFS 
 
Brazil 
 
[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)]  
 
Malawi 
 
[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)]  
 
Zambia 
 
[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)]  
 
Rwanda 
 
[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)]  
 
  



6. DOCUMENT 6 - CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN OFFICE OF CAB SEC 
CAE AND INDIVIDUALS THEY MET WITH AT COP30 

 

DOCUMENT 6.1 – EMAIL THREAD - COP30 - FW Invitation Pre-
CoP30 Briefing  Global Perspectives on Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
on behalf of; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 

 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Katherine 
White <Katherine.White@gov.scot> 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

Grateful for advice on whether this is something we should put to Cab Sec or officials join? 

 

Thanks,  

 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

– Gillian Martin MSP   

Scottish Government | St Andrews House Edinburgh EH1 3DG | [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
| CabSecforCAE@gov.scot 

   

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of 
a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a 
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the 

mailto:CabSecforCAE@gov.scot


Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 
www.lobbying.scot 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
On Behalf Of Martin G (Gillian), MSP 
Sent: 29 October 2025 10:45 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <cabsecforcae@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Invitation: Pre-CoP30 Briefing – Global Perspectives on Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Sent: 27 October 2025 18:05 
To: Martin G (Gillian), MSP <Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Invitation: Pre-CoP30 Briefing – Global Perspectives on Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation 

 

Dear Mrs Martin,  

  

You are warmly invited to join a pre-CoP30 briefing on Global Perspectives on Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation. This session will bring together leading international experts from around 
the world to share key insights and updates ahead of CoP30 discussions. 

  

The event is co-hosted by the APPG Climate Tech, APPG Woods and Trees, APPG Hemp 
Carbon Capture and Rural Development, the Cut Carbon Not Forests Caucus, and the 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC). 

  

Together, these groups bring deep expertise and commitment to climate action, forest 
conservation, and sustainable rural development. 

  

This briefing will provide legislators with an overview of the latest science, policy developments, 
and opportunities for UK leadership on forests. The session will be framed to allow maximum 
time for questions and open discussion with the expert panel. 

  

Event Details 

             Date: 6th November 2025 

      Time: 15:00 – 16:00 (GMT) 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:cabsecforcae@gov.scot
mailto:Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot


       Location: Microsoft Teams – Pre-CoP 30 Briefing for legislators | Meeting-Join | Microsoft 
Teams 

  

Your participation will be greatly valued as we work towards effective, evidence-based action at 
CoP30. 

  

Please RSVP at your earliest convenience to [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
at [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

  

Best regards, 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  

**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in 
error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

 

DOCUMENT 6.2 – EMAIL THREAD - COP30 - FW Invitation to 
GBA Events at COP30 

 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
on behalf of; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 

Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

Leanne Dobson Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot 

 

Hi All,  

 

Sharing for your consideration. 

 

https://yxh9xwjt.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fteams.live.com%2Fmeet%2F9396690491734%3Fp=urHH53wPX6N0bTtyo0/1/010b019a26d8a305-682d00b7-d60a-44d1-af7f-8f8f62956e3f-000000/d4PwMP4Yta8HekG6aPQTKMibnsI=234
https://yxh9xwjt.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fteams.live.com%2Fmeet%2F9396690491734%3Fp=urHH53wPX6N0bTtyo0/1/010b019a26d8a305-682d00b7-d60a-44d1-af7f-8f8f62956e3f-000000/d4PwMP4Yta8HekG6aPQTKMibnsI=234
http://www.parliament.scot/
http://facebook.com/scottishparliament
http://twitter.com/ScotParl
mailto:Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot


Thanks,  

 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Government | St Andrews House Edinburgh EH1 3DG | [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
| CabSecforCAE@gov.scot 

   

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of 
a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a 
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the 
Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 
www.lobbying.scot 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
On Behalf Of Martin G (Gillian), MSP 
Sent: 31 October 2025 15:07 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <cabsecforcae@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Invitation to GBA Events at COP30 

 

From: GBA Secretariat <thesecretariat@biofuelsalliance.com>  
Sent: 30 October 2025 18:37 
To: Martin G (Gillian), MSP <Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Invitation to GBA Events at COP30 

 

Dear H.E. Martin,  

We hope this message finds you well. 
 
The Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA) is pleased to inform you that we will be hosting a pavilion in 
the Green Zone at COP30 from November 10 - November 21. 

  

GBA has planned several events such as roundtables, workshops, panel discussions and 
subject forums to advocate for global adoption of sustainable biofuels from November 10th to 
November 15th. 

mailto:CabSecforCAE@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:cabsecforcae@gov.scot
mailto:thesecretariat@biofuelsalliance.com
mailto:Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot
https://www.biofuelsalliance.com/


We are also pleased to share that Mr. Pankaj Jain, Interim Director General, GBA will be present 
on November 10 and 11. We believe the following sessions scheduled for those dates may be of 
particular interest to you: 

1. Nov 10 - Workshop: Green Kitchens  - Role of clean cooking and bioenergy in promoting 
gender equity and heath 

2. Nov 10 - Workshop: Circular Bioeconomy: Examples and Innovations in Biofuels Production, 
use and By-Product Valorization 

3. Nov 11 - Investor Forum -  Presentation from investors and Roundtable on challenges in 
financing biofuels and charting the way forward 

4. Nov 11 - Investor Forum -  Roundtable on challenges in financing biofuels and charting the 
way forward 

 

The full calendar of events is attached for your convenience. In case you are interested in any 
other events, we invite you to indicate your event preferences at your earliest convenience. 

 

In case you are unable to attend, we are happy to receive a nomination of an appropriate 
representative. We kindly request you to ĦŸŰǯƖůЮǃŸƨƖЮƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰЮŸƖЮŰŸůŔŰċƣŔŸŰЮċƣЮǃŸƨƖЮ
ĲċƖũŔĲƚƣЮĦŸŰƻĲŰŔĲŰĦĲ This will allow us to plan the logistical and program arrangements in time. 

 

Please feel free to write back to us with any queries or requests for additional information. We 
look forward to your participation and valuable contribution to advancing the global biofuels 
agenda at COP30. 

Regards, 
The Secretariat 
Global Biofuels Alliance 
Website: www.biofuelsalliance.com

 

Error! Filename not specified. 

 

-- 
Unsubscribe 

**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

http://www.biofuelsalliance.com/
https://multisend-unsubscribe.gmail.com/p/AJkpobx3Clz2gTNL62CyzHmv0IiMrGwzAbNoT4z7pdr5x0y6M4PTIWj6VoJrTVSLrB5NHAUkjabfGiY5up2t51V-R0liw43gK2a-Hj_P4fTXdKNHyco8FdvSMRki1zTTMDmo3XgS_17c3WoXK9R8KUTMeGeo-LCLEk-06gMMRu1zQHl9-BA30wCkce-N1VMUdLSKDQTAWtSjwfCHiNTXJuqcncoDcoCtEJSIvL8uSeVktXwdtBcKiS_Hl9uz0IXF1S6IaS7J1T9EyzG_
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Attachment for DOCUMENT 6.2 – EMAIL THREAD - COP30 - FW 
Invitation to GBA Events at COP30 

 

Proposed GBA COP 30 Schedule and Agenda 

 

Description/ 
Time (BRT) 

10th Nov 
(Bioeconomy & 
Circular economy) 

11th November 
(Bioeconomy & 
Circular economy) 

14th November 
(Energy, 
finance, 
transport) 

15th November 
(Energy, finance, 
transport) 

09:30 – 10:00 
 

Registration for 
investor forum 

Workshop: Role 
of SAF in 
decarbonizing 
aviation 

Roundtable: 
Biofuels and Food 
Security: How 
Can We Get Both 
Right? 

10:00 - 10:30 

Bilateral 
discussions 
between IDG and 
Industry leaders 

Presentation from 
investors: What do 
investors look for 
when making 
investments in 
biofuels? 

10:30 - 11:00 
  

11:00 – 11:30 Roundtable on 
challenges in 
financing biofuels 
and charting the 
way forward  

  

11:30 - 12:00 
 

Panel 
Discussion: 
Lifecycle 
Analysis for 
advanced 
biofuels 

Panel Discussion: 
Decarbonizing 
Road transport 
through Biofuels 

12:00 – 12:30 Workshop: Green 
Kitchens - Role of 
clean cooking and 
bioenergy in 
promoting gender 
equity and health 

Networking Brunch 

12:30 – 13:00 
Pavillion Tour for 
participants 

  

13:00 - 13:30     

13:30 – 14:00 Workshop: Circular 
Bioeconomy: 
Examples and 
Innovations in 
Biofuels 
Production, use 
and By-Product 
Valorization 

Bilateral 
discussions 
between IDG and 
Industry leaders 

Roundtable: 
Best practices 
for scaling 
biogas in 
emerging 
markets 

Panel Discussion: 
Challenges in 
Developing and 
Deploying Marine-
Based Biofuels 

14:00 – 14:30 

14:30 – 15:00  Director Advocacy & 
Communications Bilateral 
discussions 15:00 – 15:30 

Bilateral 
discussions 
between IDG and 
Industry leaders 

 

15:30 – 16:00 Launch of SAF 
Whitepaper and 
Panel Discussion: 16:00 – 16:30 



Description/ 
Time (BRT) 

10th Nov 
(Bioeconomy & 
Circular economy) 

11th November 
(Bioeconomy & 
Circular economy) 

14th November 
(Energy, 
finance, 
transport) 

15th November 
(Energy, finance, 
transport) 

"Fast-tracking a just 
energy transition 
through sustainable 
biofuels 
production” 

16:30 – 17:00 High level 
Roundtable: Critical 
role of biofuels in 
achieving a Net Zero 
vision 

17:00 – 17:30 

17:30 – 18:00 

Note 1: Bilateral discussions between industry participants and investors will be scheduled at 
the GBA Pavillion based on requests received. 

Note 2: Based on availability of participants, the schedule for some of the events may be 
revised. 

  



7. DOCUMENT 7 - CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SCS AND INDIVIDUALS 
CAB SEC CAE MET WITH AT COP30 
 

DOCUMENT 7.1 – EMAIL THREAD – RE: INVITATION - High-Level 
Ministerial Panel - Multilevel Governance for the Implementation 
of the Paris Agreement and Climate Strategy in Belém, Brazil 
November  11th 

Sat 08/11/2025 12:45 

Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  

 

To Departamento de Políticas para Adaptação e Resiliência à Mudança do Clima 

<dpar@mma.gov.br>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gmail.com> 

 

Cc [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gmail.com 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @mma.gov.br 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @mma.gov.br 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @un.org 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @un.org 

Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 

<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 

 

 

Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

It was a pleasure to meet you in Rio.  

 

On behalf of Cabinet Secretary Gillian Martin, I would like to acknowledge this kind 

invitation.  

Ms Martin would like to join the panel, as suggested, but unfortunately would only be 

able to join for the second panel, at around 11:15. Is that suitable?  



 

I would be grateful if you could share any more specific guidance on the format / 

length of intervention expected. 

 

My details are below, and [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 and I are in Belem so can be contacted on Whatsapp too. 

 

Kind regards 

Katherine 

 

 

Katherine White (she/her) 

Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 

Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: Departamento de Políticas para Adaptação e Resiliência à Mudança do Clima 

<dpar@mma.gov.br>  

Sent: 07 November 2025 12:52 

To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gmail.com 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@mma.gov.br>; 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@mma.gov.br>; 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@un.org 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@un.org 

Subject: INVITATION - High-Level Ministerial Panel - Multilevel Governance for the 

Implementation of the Paris Agreement and Climate Strategy in Belém, Brazil November 

11th 

 

Dear Ms. Gillian Martin, 

 



We have the honor to invite you to deliver an intervention at the High-Level Ministerial Panel - Multilevel 
Governance for the Implementation of the Paris Agreement and Climate Strategy, scheduled from 10:30 
AM to 12:00 PM (UTC–3) on November 11, 2025, in the Blue Zone of COP30, in Belém. 

 

Your participation is expected in the segment titled "Experiences on Multilevel Governance of CHAMP 
and Non-CHAMP Countries." 

 

We count on your presence in this session wich is being coorganized by the COP30 Presidency, the 
Brazilian Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, the Brazilian Ministry of Cities, and UN-Habitat.     

 

Gathering different high-level participants, the pannel will debate about how the multilevel governance 
can accelerate the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the national climate strategies, while also 
reinforcing the principles of international cooperation, climate justice and social participation in the 
transition toward a sustainable and resilient development. 

 

Additional information, including the concept note and the roundtable agenda, is attached for your 
reference. We look forward to welcoming you in Belém for this crucial dialogue and to counting on your 
contribution to advancing multilevel and multisectoral climate action through the COP30 Task Force. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Department for Climate Adaptation and Resilience Policy – DPAR 

National Secretariat for Climate Change 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

E-mail: dpar@mma.gov.br 

+ 55 61  2028 2620 

 

DOCUMENT 7.2 – EMAIL THREAD – RE: EXTERNAL: Scot Gov and 
COP 

Sun 09/11/2025 14:26 

Katherine White Katherine.White@gov.scot 

 

To Ben Wilson [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@sciaf.org.uk 

 

Cc [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 



 

 

Morning Ben! I hope you made it safely to Belem last night/this morning and getting 

your bearings. 

 

We’re just finalising our programme with the Cabinet Secretary. She is holding time 

for the Caritas event on Tues 11th but we do have competing invitations and would 

like to firm things up. 

 

Unfortunately we haven’t yet had the final concept note or details of the agenda, 

which would be very helpful to have – could you possibly encourage the organisers 

to send that over? 

 

Many thanks 

Kat 

 

From: Ben Wilson <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@sciaf\.org.uk>  

Sent: 08 October 2025 14:42 

To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

 

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Scot Gov and COP 

 

Hello Katherine, 

 

Great to hear from you. 

 

I have just today booked my flights, [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Whilst there I will be following negotiations on Loss and Damage (specifically the 
Warsaw International Mechanism) and the Baku to Belem Roadmap. We are launching 
a new paper at COP30 on Loss and Damage, written together with SCIAF’s Colombian 
partners. It looks at the ways that Loss and Damage particularly affected indigenous 
and Afro-Colombian communities, and their contribution to addressing Loss and 



Damage, making recommendations to the FRLD board. You can see a copy of the report 
here. 

 

Alongside this work, as I’ll be SCIAF’s only representative there, I will support on 
activities around the CJC programme. I know my colleague Ciara is speaking to your 
team about this, specifically some events in the Malawian and Zambian pavilions. 

 

[redacted - s.30(c)] 

 

It would be great to chat more about COP30 and any opportunities for collaboration or 
meetings there. We have an official side-event on Friday 14th that we would be very 
happy if a Minister wanted to attend and speak at (about Loss and Damage), and our 
colleagues at Caritas have an official side-event on Tuesday 11th November about debt - 
I am sure they’d be very happy with Ministerial participation at that too. Similarly, we 
will be organising a “hand-in moment” of our jubilee debt petition during COP, and of 
course would stand ready to help organise a roundtable with Global colleagues on any 
issue during COP 

 

I have pretty good availability this Friday if you wanted to chat then 

 

Thanks a lot 

 

Ben 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Katherine.White@gov.scot <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  

Sent: 06 October 2025 16:17 

To: Ben Wilson <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@sciaf.org.uk> 

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Subject: EXTERNAL: Scot Gov and COP 

 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL] CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT CLICK 
links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Ben,  

 

I’m writing to make contact regarding your plans for COP in Belem. It’s rapidly 

approaching and we are making our final plans. [redacted - s.29(1)(d)] 

 

Are you able to share your dates and key meetings you will be taking part in?  

 

And also, I wondered if you could share any further background you have (including 

the correspondence with [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] on the UK Debt Justice Law) or any 

wider developments on Debt justice? I had a really useful meeting with contacts in 

New York and this has helped us with our thinking.  

 

Hope to speak to you soon, 

 

Katherine  

 

 

Katherine White (she/her) 

Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 

Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



******************************************************************

****   

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

******************************************************************

****  

 

 

DOCUMENT 7.3 – EMAIL THREAD – Open events Scottish 
Government 

Mon 10/11/2025 21:09 

Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot> 

Ben Wilson <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@sciaf.org.uk>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Cc [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

 

Hello, 

 

Nice seeing you today. 

 

Here’s a very blue peter version of our events that Cab Sec is attending.  

 

Many thanks 

Katherine 

 

 

Tuesday 11th 



09:30- 11:00 Blue 

Zone, Nature 

Pavilion  

FROM THE GROUND UP: LEVERAGING SUBNATIONAL 

LEADERSHIP AND INVESTMENT FOR CLIMATE AND NATURE 

BRIEFING 

11:15 – 12:00 SE 

Room Parnaíba 

(Theatre) 

HIGH-LEVEL MINISTERIAL PANEL - MULTILEVEL 

GOVERNANCE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARIS 

AGREEMENT AND CLIMATE STRATEGY BRIEFING 

12:05– 12:25, Side 

Event Room 5 

The moral imperative of climate finance addressing ecological debt 

in the Jubilee year 

12:30-13:30 Special 

Event Room 

Parnaíba 

UN HABITAT MINISTERIAL BELÉM HIGH-LEVEL 

ROUNDTABLES: MUTIRÃO FOR FINANCING THE MULTILEVEL 

IMPLEMENTATION OF NDCS 3.0 

15:00-16:00  

Extreme Hangout 

British Council Climate Education Session: “Uniting Climate 

Education Research Policy and Practice” 

16:30- 18:00 Blue 

Zone, Side Event 

Room 1  

International Organisation for Migration Panel Session  

Climate Justice and Human Mobility: Charting a pioneering course 

beyond COP30 

Wednesday 12th November 

10:00-11:15  

DRI Pavilion, Blue Zone,  

Building Resilient Futures: Locally Led 

Solutions for Loss and Damage  

  

15:30- 17:00 Blue Zone's Action 

Agenda Area, Action Room 4 

The Time Is Now: Human Rights and State 

Obligations on Climate Action 

Thursday 13th November 

10:00-11:00 Government of 

Malawi Pavillon  

Voices for Climate Justice Event 

11:00-12:00 

Meditteranean Pavilion  

Financing the transition: Innovative Tools for Subnational 

Climate Action 

 

 

DOCUMENT 7.4 – EMAIL THREAD - RE: LATEST UPDATE: Under2 
Coalition at COP30 

Mon 10/11/2025 00:11 

 

Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot> 



 

To [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com> 

Cc [redacted - s.38(1)(b)].gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)].gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)].gov.scot 

 

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Thanks for sending over the revised Fossil Fuels statement. 

 

[redacted - s.29(1)(a)] 

 

While I do that, can you share with me who the intended audience is for the 

statement? (Who are the ‘asks’ directed at?)  

 

Thanks, 

Kat 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@climategroup.org>  

Sent: 06 November 2025 19:25 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com> 

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@climategroup.org 

 

Subject: LATEST UPDATE: Under2 Coalition at COP30  

 

Dear Under2 Coalition colleagues traveling to Belém, 

  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] , and I look forward to welcoming you to the heart of the Amazon and 

temporary centre for global climate negotiations. 

  

Building from the success of the inaugural Global State and Regions Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 

below are three opportunities to maximise our collective presence at COP30: 

  



Endorse a statement calling for progress on Fossil Fuel Phase Out at COP30 

Today, President Lula opened the World Leaders Summit in Belém with his strongest ever call to 

“get rid of fossil fuels” and “accelerate the energy transition,” urging clear “roadmaps” for a 

phase-out. 

As negotiations will likely take a different tone, a unified state and regional message behind Lula 

is key. Building on the COP28 pledge to triple renewables and double energy efficiency, a two-

pronged push is needed to (1) endorse the COP29 Global Grids and Storage pledge, and (2) 

press for continued fossil fuel dialogue and a fossil-fuel phase-out roadmap.  

A similar statement is being circled among national parties. This is a crucial, short, window for 

impact.  

Action: Endorse the attached statement with your government’s full name.  

Deadline: by Tuesday, 11 November, 18:00 BRT. 

Launch: We intend to release this political message on Wednesday, 12 November at a formal 

signing that some governments are already lined up for.  

  

Join our Under2 Coalition social drinks 

When: Monday, 10 November, 18:00 BRT onwards 

Where: Location TBC (we’ll confirm shortly) 

Action: Please RSVP by replying to this email. 

  

Get real-time updates via WhatsApp 

We’ve set up an on-the-ground Under2 WhatsApp group for rapid opportunity-sharing and live 

negotiation updates. 

Action: Join the group here Ą Join group 

  

We’ll circulate an updated agenda and COP30 participant list on Sunday. 

With appreciation and excitement for the days ahead. 

  

Best, 

[redacted - s.38(1)(a)] 

  

 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 

  
Climate Group 

Clove Building, 4 Maguire Street, London SE1 2NQ, United Kingdom 

t: +44 (0)20 7960 2970 e: info@theclimategroup.org 

 

TheClimateGroup.org 

  

https://www.theclimategroup.org/


  

 

      

 

 
 

ATTACHMENT FOR DOCUMENT 7.4 – EMAIL THREAD - RE: LATEST 
UPDATE: Under2 Coalition at COP30:  

 

Subnational call to action: Accelerate the just transition away 
from fossil fuels 

 
COP30 must not miss the opportunity to advance multilateral progress on the single biggest driver of climate 

impacts: fossil fuels. Building on the inaugural COP28 commitment to a planned transition away from fossil fuels, 

parties should now move from principle to practice.  

To deliver, we must reinforce implementation pathways, mobilise financial resources, enhance positive incentives, 

and develop innovative instruments. Steps best taken in close collaboration with state and regional governments.  

The vast majority of global fossil fuel production is managed by national governments and/or the private sector, 

but their extraction facilities, workforce, and communities exist within states and regions. These governments are 

a critical node within the global fossil fuel economy.  

Their leadership is mounting. Scotland has banned conventional and unconventional onshore oil and gas 

extraction; Québec has committed to shut down all existing drill sites within three years; New South Wales has 

banned offshore oil and gas drilling; Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia, and California have adopted oil 

and gas methane regulations; and New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Yukon, New York, Maryland, Vermont, 

Tasmania, Wales, Paraná, and Santa Catarina have moratoria on fracking. In federations such as the United 

States and India, states hold direct powers over grids and licensing; elsewhere, planning and permitting sit with 

this level of government. They are crucial actors.  

According to calculations by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) based on Rystad 

Energy’s UCube, in 2024, these territories produced about 73% of the world’s oil, 71% of gas, and all coal. This 

gives them a pivotal governance role in shaping how production declines and communities adapt. An upcoming 

IISD and Under2 Coalition report will detail the crucial role of these governments, now and in the years ahead. 

The endorsing governments of this statement rally behind the UNFCCC process, which is demonstrating 

actionable progress. Its recent NDC synthesis report emphasised that 63% of current national climate plans 

recognise subnationals as partners in planning, implementing, and monitoring climate action.  

Let us work across international, national, and subnational levels to accelerate the transition to a decarbonised 

economy. COP30 must ensure continued progress. We need a global and inclusive dialogue on the transition 

away from fossil fuels at COP30 and beyond. The world is at a critical moment. We must show that the 

multilateral climate regime can deliver. 

State and regional governments are taking two steps forwards, whilst making two asks of Parties in Belem. 

Our two steps 

Endorse the COP29 Grids and Storage Pledge. The backbone of a just, orderly, and equitable transition is 

adequate infrastructure and storage, not only more renewables and efficiency. Subnationals have a crucial role 

here. 

Drive sectoral implementation through Subnational Transition Plans. These plans connect national climate 

commitments to local realities on energy, jobs, land use, and social protection – making a just transition tangible. 

Our two asks 

https://www.facebook.com/TheClimateGroup
https://twitter.com/ClimateGroup
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-climate-group


Welcome Colombia’s declaration on the transition away from fossil fuels and invite parties prepared to act to join 

their high-level dialogue in April. A flagship forum on fossil fuel phase-out. 

End expansion of fossil fuels and launch dialogue for stronger international cooperation on developing a roadmap 

to phase out fossil fuels, in line with the opening remarks from President Lula at the COP30 World Leaders 

Summit. 

State and regional governments stand by you, with you, and for our communities. Together, let’s keep driving 

progress against the greatest threat humanity has ever faced.  

Endorsed by the following state and regional governments:  

Ministry for the Environment, Climate and Energy; Baden Württemberg | Germany 

 

 

DOCUMENT 6.6 – EMAIL THREAD – RE: [Regions4 Presidency] 
Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral meetings  

Mon 10/11/2025 21:20 

Katherine White Katherine.White@gov.scot 

 

To [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org>;  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

 

Cc [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@regions4.org 

 

Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

I would like to follow up to say that I have been reviewing our programme and 

unfortunately the slot we’ve identified for meeting Guateng is very challenging 

because the cabinet secretary has to travel off site for an engagement at 2:45. What 

might be possible is to fit in 10-15mins but we will need to leave around 1415.  

 

As she’s on the panel for the event at 0930am, do you think we could fit a 

conversation in at 0900 or 0915 instead? I know you were also hoping to take a 

group photo before hand too, so this may not be suitable.  

 

Do Whatsapp me if easier to finalise the arrangements. 

 

Many thanks,  



 

Katherine 

 

 

Katherine White (she/her) 

Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 

Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org  

Sent: 07 November 2025 22:54 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@regions4.org 

Subject: RE: [Regions4 Presidency] Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral 

meetings  

 

Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

My apologies, I made a typing mistake when writing the date in the previous email. 

The meeting is indeed confirmed for the 11th at 14:00. 

I’m sorry for the confusion. 

 

I`m in contact with [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] advisor, [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], via WhatsApp, and 

he is aware of the meeting on the 11th at 14h. I also informed him of the presence of Ms. Cab, the 

Secretary. 

 

Kind regards, 

 



 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)][redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Regions4.org 

  

The information contained in this message and/or attached file(s), sent by Regions4 Sustainable Development AISBL, is 

confidential / privileged and is intended to be read solely by the person(s) to whom it is addressed. We hereby inform you that 

your data will be incorporated into the processing system owned by Regions4 Sustainable Development. AISBL, and that 

provided it complies with the requirements included in the law, you may exercise the rights of access, rectification, limitation of 

processing, deletion, portability and opposition by sending your request to the postal address Chaussée dẀAlsemberg, 999 Ṻ 

1180 Brussels, Belgium or to the email address info@regions4.org 

 

 #Regions4Climate #Regions4Biodiv #Regions4SDGs #RegionsVoice  

 

 

De[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Enviado: quinta-feira, 6 de novembro de 2025 10:51 

Para: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot Katherine.White@gov.scot <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@regions4.org 

Assunto: RE: [Regions4 Presidency] Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral 

meetings   

  

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

Very sad to miss you! I thought that Gauteng was on the 11th as per the below? 

She’s off at about 12:30 on the 13th so wouldn’t be able to make the Gauteng one if 

its on the 13th.  

  

Thanks,  

  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] I International Climate Change I Scottish Government  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/regions4/


 
Tel: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org 

Sent: 05 November 2025 20:24 

To[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@regions4.org 

Subject: RE: [Regions4 Presidency] Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral 

meetings  

  

Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Kat and[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]are so kind!! I missed you here!! 

 

The meeting with Gauteng is confirmed for the 13th at 14h. 

 

I`m also sharing below other confirmed meetings for your awareness. Please let me know if the 

Scotland delegation would be interested in joining any of them: 

Goiás – November 10 at 11:00h 

Catalonia – November 11 at 15:30h 

Quebec – November 13 at 10:00h 

Additional meetings are currently being confirmed. We have also sent invitations to others and are 

awaiting their responses. I`ll continue to keep you updated as confirmations come in.  Such as São 

Paulo, Pernambuco, Jalisco, CONGOPE, among other. 

[redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 

 

We are inviting them to meet at Multilevel Action & Urbanization Pavilion, however there are some 

exceptions because of some events happing close the scheduled meeting. 

Please feel free to reach out if you need any additional information. 

Best regards, 

  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]Regions4.org 



  

The information contained in this message and/or attached file(s), sent by Regions4 Sustainable Development AISBL, is 

confidential / privileged and is intended to be read solely by the person(s) to whom it is addressed. We hereby inform you that 

your data will be incorporated into the processing system owned by Regions4 Sustainable Development. AISBL, and that 

provided it complies with the requirements included in the law, you may exercise the rights of access, rectification, limitation of 

processing, deletion, portability and opposition by sending your request to the postal address Chaussée dẀAlsemberg, 999 Ṻ 

1180 Brussels, Belgium or to the email address info@regions4.org 

  

 #Regions4Climate #Regions4Biodiv #Regions4SDGs #RegionsVoice  

  

  

  

 

De: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Enviadas: Quarta-feira, 05 de Novembro de 2025 10:56 

Para: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>;  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot Katherine.White@gov.scot <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>;  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>;  [redacted 

- s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>;  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>;  [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>; 

Assunto: RE: [Regions4 Presidency] Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral 

meetings   

  

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

Hope you are enjoying Rio! Sad to not be there but I saw that you have all met up 

with Kat and [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

Can I please double check if the Gauteng bilateral is confirmed, and if you have a 

suggested location (unfortunately we don’t have an office this year). 

  

Thanks for all of your help, 

  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/regions4/


[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]I International Climate Change I Scottish Government 

 
Tel: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Sent: 03 November 2025 10:37 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@regions4.org>;  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@regions4.org 

Subject: RE: [Regions4 Presidency] Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral 

meetings  

  

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

Thank you very much for sharing all of this with us! If not already happened, we can 

confirm the Gauteng slot. For the other bilateral slots, the Cab Sec is currently 

available from 14:00 onwards until the reception on Wednesday 12th, so if priority 

could be given to times in that period that would be great. 

  

Have a great time in Rio! 

  

Thanks, 

  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] I International Climate Change I Scottish Government 

 
Tel: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org 

Sent: 31 October 2025 17:51 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  [redacted - 



s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @regions4.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@regions4.org 

Subject: [Regions4 Presidency] Highlight Events for Potential Participation and Bilateral 

meetings  

  

Dear Scottish Team,  

Please find below a summary of the events where Scotland could have potential participation during 

the upcoming COP30 sessions in Belem. These highlight opportunities for engagement, visibility, and 

collaboration across key climate and regional platforms.  

Highlighted Events:  

1.                   Press Conference – LGMA  

📅  Monday, 10th -  14:30 - 15:00  

📍  Venue: Blue Zone, Press Conference 2, Area D  

Link:   

Organized within the LGMA Constituency, this press conference will highlight subnational 

contributions to COP discussions.   

  

•                Access the Speaker Briefing/Talking Points here  

•                Read the Concept Note here  

  

2.                   High-level Roundtable – “From the Ground Up: Leveraging Regional Leadership for Nature 

and Climate Action”  

📅  Tuesday, 11th ς 9:30 ς 11:00  

📍  Nature Pavilion, Blue Zone  

This roundtable will showcase how regional governments are implementing solutions to drive nature 

and climate action.  

  

•               [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]has sent you the briefing information, see summary below:  

Your Intervention (Panel 1) 9:45– 10:20  

Mrs. Gillian is invited as a speaker in Panel 1 – From Commitments to Territorial Action. The pannel 

will explore how regional governments are translating global and national commitments into locally 

grounded results.  

To support the moderator, please prepare remarks for a 5 minutes intervention addressing one or 

more of the following guiding questions:  



•                Which examples from your government best show how nature-based solutions deliver both 

climate mitigation and adaptation, and what lessons can be scaled nationally or globally?  

•                How do integrated climate-nature strategies generate win-win outcomes such as green jobs, 

ecosystem services, biodiversity protection, and community resilience, while managing trade-offs?  

•                What enabling conditions and capacities are needed to accelerate implementation of nature-

based solutions, including knowledge, technology, and skills development at the subnational level?  

  

•                Launch of the Just Resilience Action Platform, please see here some bullet points elements 

about the  announcements Mrs. Gillian could use.  

  

  

3.                   Advancing the New Forest Economy: Governors’ Roundtable on Scaling Subnational 

Leadership and Investment in Tropical Forest  

              📅  Wednesday 12th The Time: 16:30 - 18:00 -              📍  ABEMA House (Instituto 

Tecnologico Vale)  

  

4.                   Networking Event  

📅  Wednesday, 12th 18:00 ς 19:00  

📍  Outside venue : Bem Me Quer (right next to the Abema House - Instituto Tecnologico Vale)  

  

Registration link will be shared to you soon.  

  

Buses will be available to bring you to networking event from COP venue, as you confirm your 

registration (given your support and that you are our presidency can invite up to 4 people of your 

delegation)  

  

 This networking event will spotlight how territorial governments and partners collaborate to 

accelerate climate and nature solutions.  

  

•                We will ask Mrs. Gillian if she can attend to do some informal opening remarks about the 

connection between climate and nature, connecting to climate justice and JRAP.  

  

  

Bilateral Meetings proposed:  

. CONGOPE - TBC  

. Goias - TBC  



. Il de France - TBC  

. Gauteng – 11th at 14:00  

  

For full agenda: Regions4 at COP30  

 Check the: LGMA Position Paper and Regions4 position paper for COP30   

Please, find attached the JRAP Policy Brief attached. We will keep you informed of any updates and 

confirmations as they become available.   

Please let us know if Scotland would be interested in taking part or if you’d like us to confirm any 

specific engagements.  

Kind regards,  

  

  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]Regions4.org 

  

The information contained in this message and/or attached file(s), sent by Regions4 Sustainable Development AISBL, is 

confidential / privileged and is intended to be read solely by the person(s) to whom it is addressed. We hereby inform you that 

your data will be incorporated into the processing system owned by Regions4 Sustainable Development. AISBL, and that 

provided it complies with the requirements included in the law, you may exercise the rights of access, rectification, limitation of 

processing, deletion, portability and opposition by sending your request to the postal address Chaussée dẀAlsemberg, 999 Ṻ 

1180 Brussels, Belgium or to the email address info@regions4.org 

  

 #Regions4Climate #Regions4Biodiv #Regions4SDGs #RegionsVoice  

  

  

**********************************************************************   

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 

attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 

any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 

email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to 

secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or 

opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 

Government. 

**********************************************************************  

  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/regions4/


 

******************************************************************

****   

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

******************************************************************

****  

 

 

  

  

  

  



 

DOCUMENT 7.5 – EMAIL THREAD - RE: You can use this to forward 

Tue 11/11/2025 09:09 

 

Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  

 

To [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

 

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Unfortunately the Cab Sec has three very full days and we’re not accepting any more 

evening invitations. Please pass on our apologies.  

 

Did you also mention a potential Breakfast event? I suspect it will also be a bit 

difficult for us due to our location out of town, but please do send it on and we can 

consider. 

 

Many thanks, 

Kat 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @climategroup.org 

Sent: 10 November 2025 13:27 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

Subject: FW: You can use this to forward 

 

Hi Scotland team, 

 

Please see the below invite for the Cab Sec to attend a reception tomorrow on CHAMP. Please 

let me know if you plan to attend. 

 

Best, 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 



 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@globalcovenantofmayors.org [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@globalcovenantofmayors.org  

On Behalf Of CHAMP Support Unit 

Sent: 10 November 2025 08:39 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@climategroup.org> 

Subject: You can use this to forward 



 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Dear Governor, 

The CHAMP Coalition and UN-Habitat are pleased to host a reception in celebration of subnational and urban climate action, on the night of the 4th Urbanization 

and Climate Ministerial at COP30.  

 

The reception will bring together national government members of the CHAMP coalition, mayors, governors and select CHAMP partners for an informal evening of 

networking and celebration - two years since the creation of the Coalition. It will be an opportunity to reflect on progress made towards the objectives of the 2023 

Global Stocktake and in the newest NDCs submitted at Belém, achieved through multi-level partnerships and cooperation between subnational and national 

governments. Looking ahead to the upcoming negotiations, we can explore during the evening how to leverage these achievements to build the future of climate 

action together. 

 

The evening will include welcoming remarks from Minister Jader Filho, Minister of Cities of Brazil (tbc) and Lord Mayor Jane Lomax-Smith, Adelaide (tbc) - with 

moderation from Andy Deacon, Co-Managing Director of the Global Covenant of Mayors. 

 

DETAILS:  

Reception celebrating subnational & urban climate action  

Location: Goals House Belém, Atrium Quinta De Pedras, R. Dr. Assis, 834 - Cidade Velha, Belém - PA, 66020-010, Brazil  

Date: 11 November 2025 

Time: 20:00-22:00 (remarks: 20:30) 

 

Please RSVP to this email. Capacity is limited. Invitation is nominative, no plus ones will be admitted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The reception is organized by C40 Cities and the Global Covenant of Mayors in their 

capacity as CHAMP Support Unit, with support from Bloomberg Philanthropies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unsubscribe 
 

 

 

 

 



 

DOCUMENT 7.6 – EMAIL THREAD – Wording on Scotland  

 

Wed 12/11/2025 21:45 

 

Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

As discussed, we have secured the Cabinet Secretary's approval to sign the statement. 
Please add us to the list of supporting Co-chairs.  

 

Many thanks 

Katherine  

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@climategroup.org> 

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2025 2:21:55 PM 

To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Subject: RE: Wording on Scotland  

  

Hi Kat, 

  

Sorry for the delay, some negotiation opportunities have come up. See updated version 

attached. 

  

I think going live on Friday is most likely. 

  

Best, 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  

  

  



From: Katherine.White@gov.scot <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  

Sent: 12 November 2025 13:52 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@climategroup.org> 

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Subject: Wording on Scotland 

Importance: High 

  

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

As discussed, I am pursuing at pace the support from Scotland on the policy position. It has 

been very challenging to seek assurances this week at short notice and with team split 

between home and away.  

  

One point of factual accuracy we’d like to pick up is the following: 

  

(Redacted [redacted - s.29(1)(a)]) 

  

  

(Redacted [redacted - s.29(1)(a)]) 

  

Thanks 

Kat 

  

Katherine White (she/her) 

Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 

Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

  

  

  

******************************************************************

****   



This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

 

 

Attachment for DOCUMENT 7.6 – EMAIL THREAD – Wording on 
Scotland  

 

Subnational call to action: Accelerate the just transition away from fossil fuels 

 

COP30 must not miss the opportunity to advance multilateral progress on the 

single biggest driver of climate impacts: fossil fuels. Building on the inaugural 

COP28 commitment to a planned transition away from fossil fuels, parties 

should now move from principle to practice.  

To deliver, we must reinforce implementation pathways, mobilise financial 

resources, enhance positive incentives, and develop innovative instruments. 

Steps best taken in close collaboration with state and regional governments.  

The vast majority of global fossil fuel production is managed by national 

governments and/or the private sector, but their extraction facilities, workforce, 

and communities exist within states and regions. These governments are a 

critical node within the global fossil fuel economy.  

Their leadership is mounting. Scotland has set out finalised policy positions of 

no support for conventional and unconventional onshore oil and gas extraction; 

Québec has committed to shut down all existing drill sites within three years; 

New South Wales has banned offshore oil and gas drilling; Alberta, 

Saskatchewan, British Columbia, and California have adopted oil and gas 

methane regulations; and New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Yukon, New York, 

Maryland, Vermont, Tasmania, Wales, Paraná, and Santa Catarina have 

moratoria on fracking. In federations such as the United States and India, states 

hold direct powers over grids and licensing; elsewhere, planning and permitting 

sit with this level of government. They are crucial actors.  

According to calculations by the International Institute for Sustainable 

Development (IISD) based on Rystad Energyôs UCube, in 2024, these territories 

produced about 73% of the worldôs oil, 71% of gas, and all coal. This gives them 



a pivotal governance role in shaping how production declines and communities 

adapt. An upcoming IISD and Under2 Coalition report will detail the crucial role 

of these governments, now and in the years ahead. 

The endorsing governments of this statement rally behind the UNFCCC process, 

which is demonstrating actionable progress. Its recent NDC synthesis report 

emphasised that 63% of current national climate plans recognise subnationals as 

partners in planning, implementing, and monitoring climate action.  

Let us work across international, national, and subnational levels to accelerate 

the transition to a decarbonised economy. COP30 must ensure continued 

progress. We need a global and inclusive dialogue on the transition away from 

fossil fuels at COP30 and beyond. The world is at a critical moment. We must 

show that the multilateral climate regime can deliver. 

State and regional governments are taking two steps forwards, whilst making 

two asks of Parties in Belem. 

Our two steps 

Endorse the COP29 Grids and Storage Pledge. The backbone of a just, orderly, 

and equitable transition is adequate infrastructure and storage, not only more 

renewables and efficiency. Subnationals have a crucial role here. 

Drive sectoral implementation through Subnational Transition Plans. These plans 

connect national climate commitments to local realities on energy, jobs, land use, 

and social protection ï making a just transition tangible. 

Our two asks 

Welcome Colombiaôs declaration on the transition away from fossil fuels and 

invite parties prepared to act to join their high-level dialogue in April. A flagship 

forum on fossil fuel phase-out. 

Launch dialogue for stronger international cooperation on developing a roadmap 

to phase out fossil fuels, in line with the opening remarks from President Lula at 

the COP30 World Leaders Summit. 

State and regional governments stand by you, with you, and for our 

communities. Together, letôs keep driving progress against the greatest threat 

humanity has ever faced.  

 

Endorsed by the following state and regional governments:  

Ministry for the Environment, Climate and Energy; Baden Württemberg | 

Germany 

Government of the Province of Córdoba | Argentina 

Chungcheongnam-do Province Government | Republic of Korea | Under2 

Coalition Co-chair 

Western Cape Government | South Africa | Under2 Coalition Co-chair  

Gauteng Provincial Government | South Africa  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thanks 

Kat 

 

Katherine White (she/her) 

Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 

Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

DOCUMENT 7.7 – EMAIL THREAD – 
Withheld in entirety - S33(1)(b); S33(2)(b); S30 (c). 
  

  

 

DOCUMENT 7.8 – EMAIL THREAD – RE: COP30 priorities - 
Devolved Administrations/DESNZ 

Sat 15/11/2025 14:00 

Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot> 

 

To [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @energysecurity.gov.uk         

 

Cc [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @energysecurity.gov.uk  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @energysecurity.gov.uk [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@energysecurity.gov.uk         [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.wales 

 

Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

CC [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Also Copying [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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from Welsh Assembly Government who attended the Local Leaders Forum LLF 

CHAMP event in Rio 

 

Thanks for taking the time to meet the Cabinet Secretary with us on Monday. We are 

all safely back in the UK now!  

 

I wanted to follow up on the conversation with a few developments relating to the sub 

national agenda which we discussed briefly. I would be keen to understand how 

these might feature in the UK approach to COP discussions during the remainder of 

the Conference.  

 

1 On Tuesday, Scotland took part in two sessions of the UN Habitat High-Level 

Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change, , aiming at the 

operationalization of the Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships 

(CHAMP)—marking a turning point in aligning national ambition with local 

delivery. Brazil and Germany were announced as new co-chairs, steering efforts to 

embed multilevel governance in 100 NDCs by 2028, train 6,000 local officials, and 

expand access to climate finance. The associated developments are set out here: 

Brazil Leads New Global Effort to Accelerate Multilevel Climate Action 

 

2 On Monday 10th, the Cabinet Secretary participated in the LGMA press conference 

to launch the position statement for COP30- Partners in Implementation: Cities, 

states and regions are leading the Global Mutirão 

lgma-cop30-position-paper.pdf 

LGMA Constituency: Cities and regions are leading the Mutirão | UNFCCC 

 

3 I understand there is now a LGMA CONSTITUENCY PROPOSAL FOR COP30 

LEGACY TEXT (attached), and I would be interested to know how / if the UK would 

support this position during the negotiations.  Our contact in Belem pursuing this 

agenda is [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]of the Under2 coalition. He is open to discussing this 

with you at COP. 

 

4 We discussed Loss and Damage and Just Transition during our discussion and I 

would be keen to keep the knowledge sharing going with [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] and 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] (apologies, I did not capture their names/email addresses 

fully).  
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On Just Transition specifically, I can share the following:  

The draft Climate Change Plan reflects the Scottish Government’s unwavering 

commitment to a just transition. Scotland's Climate Change Plan – 2026-2040 - 

gov.scot 

As the first Scottish Climate Change Plan to be underpinned by statutory just 

transition principles, it sets out our approach to achieving our carbon budgets, and 

seizing the opportunities of net zero, in a way which is fair.  

Specifically, the Plan outlines the wider impacts of our policies – including key 

regional impacts – and the action we are taking to address any risks and maximise 

the benefits, for communities, workers and employer. 

We are committed to developing stand-alone Just Transition Plans for specific 

sectors and sites. Our development of the Plans is being guided by the Just 

Transition Planning Framework we published in 2021. The Plans are intended to act 

as a guide for people and organisations across Scotland – addressing key issues 

like how we: 

o  ensure a fair distribution of the transition’s costs and benefits;  

o  address, rather than exacerbate, inequalities; and 

o  seize new economic opportunities. 

A final version of our Grangemouth Just Transition Plan was published in June, and 

we have also consulted this year on draft Just Transition Plans for Transport, and the 

Land Use and Agriculture sectors. We are continuing to work on just transition 

planning for the Built Environment and Construction sectors. Grangemouth Industrial 

- just transition plan: supporting a fair transition for Scotland's core manufacturing 

cluster - gov.scot 

 

 

 

Wishing you all the very best for the next week in Belem!  

 

Kind regards 

Katherine 

 

From: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  

Sent: 10 November 2025 12:28 

To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @energysecurity.gov.uk    [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot COP UK PAVILION 

(Energy Security) <COPUKPAVILION@Energysecurity.gov.uk>; [redacted - 
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s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @energysecurity.gov.uk         [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
@energysecurity.gov.uk         [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @energysecurity.gov.uk         

 

Subject: RE: COP30 priorities - Devolved Administrations/DESNZ 

 

Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

The Party from Scotland are 

Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy, Gillian Martin 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]Katherine White (DD, International Climate Change) 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

(Redacted s.32(1)(a)(i) Relations between UK and any other state) 

(Redacted s.32(1)(a)(i) Relations between UK and any other state) 

 

See you very soon, 

 

Katherine 

 

 

Katherine White (she/her) 

Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 

Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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ATTACHMENT FOR DOCUMENT 7.8 – EMAIL THREAD – RE: COP30 
priorities - Devolved Administrations/DESNZ 

 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES (LGMA) CONSTITUENCY  

PROPOSAL FOR COP30 LEGACY TEXT  

As of 13 November, Thursday 12.00 pm BRT  

Proposed text:  

“Requests the [COP Presidency / Secretariat], in collaboration with the LGMA constituency, to convene a 
mandated dialogue on multilevel governance and urbanisation, through in-session workshops in conjunction 
with UNFCCC sessions to accelerate implementation at local and subnational levels and to close the ambition 
gap, and requests the Secretariat to prepare a report of the discussions by COP32, to facilitate the UNFCCC 
response to the IPCC Special Report on Cities due in 2027 and as an input to the Second Global Stocktake in 
2028.”  

Background:  

Noting the findings of the 2025 NDC Synthesis report which highlights that four out of five NDCs 3.0 reference 
subnational entities, an increase of 19 percent compared with previous national plans, thus underscoring that, 
while nations commit to climate targets, it is often local and regional authorities that must deliver them.  

Acknowledging the upcoming IPCC Special Report on Cities agreed at by the IPCC Plenary in 2016 as the first 
Special Report of the AR7 Cycle  

Welcoming the COP30 Special Envoy for Urban Solutions' initiative to create a One-Stop-Shop information 
portal, in collaboration with the LGMA, mapping milestones and decisions under the UNFCCC process with a 
view to help all Parties and stakeholders to take a more systemic approach to urban and multi-level climate 
action.  

Having considered this momentum, the LGMA COP30 position paper and the outcomes of the 2025 Local 
Leaders Forum handover over to the COP30 Presidency during the World Leaders Summit, the Local 
Government and Municipal Authorities Constituency calls on Parties to leave a strong multilevel and urban 
legacy from COP30, including through a mandated dialogue to involve subnational and local governments in 
the UNFCCC process, as requested in the summary of the High-Level Ministerial on Urbanisation and Climate 
Change.  

COP30 Negotiations Landing Zone(s):  

The proposed text is intended for incorporation into the outcomes of “the COP30 Presidency Consultations on 
NDCs, BRTS, Art9, UTM”.  

However, given its cross-cutting relevance, it could also be accommodated under other negotiation items with 
only minor adjustments for mandate alignment. Possible landing zones are outlined below:  

1) Global Stocktake  

2) Just Transition Work Programme  

3) Global Goal on Adaptation  
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DOCUMENT 7.9 – Whatsapp THREAD - [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]Driver COP30  Whatsapp 
 

[09/11/2025, 22:30:39] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Messages and calls are end-to-end encrypted. Only people in this chat can read, 
listen to, or share them. 
 
[09/11/2025, 22:30:39] Katherine: Good evening 
Mine is Katherine from the Scottish Government 
[09/11/2025, 22:31:18] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Good evening 
[09/11/2025, 22:32:28] Katherine: Tomorrow morning, please, can you arrive at 
09:30? 
[09/11/2025, 22:32:52] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Yes 
[09/11/2025, 22:33:05] Cledson: Just confirm the location for me 
[09/11/2025, 23:19:30] Katherine: The house is behind the gate at [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)] 
 
I’ll send you a QR code 
[09/11/2025, 23:20:03] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Ok 
[09/11/2025, 23:20:43] Katherine: If you use the QR code at the gate – using the 
left lane. 
Thank you very much!! Katherine 
[09/11/2025, 23:26:26] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

: All set   

[10/11/2025, 12:24:50] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Good morning 
[10/11/2025, 12:25:06] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I’m already here at the condominium waiting for you 
On Copaiba street 
[10/11/2025, 12:28:03] Katherine: Great! 2 minutes! 
[10/11/2025, 12:28:35] Katherine: And sorry for not speaking Portuguese! 
[10/11/2025, 12:30:59] Katherine: I think this might be the drop-off point 
[10/11/2025, 12:33:13] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Ok 
[10/11/2025, 19:09:04] Katherine: Hi 
Can we meet soon? At 4:30 PM 
[10/11/2025, 19:09:23] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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: Hi, good afternoon 
[10/11/2025, 19:09:27] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Yes 
[10/11/2025, 19:09:31] Katherine: Where can you meet? 
[10/11/2025, 19:09:47] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I’m near the drop-off location 
[10/11/2025, 19:10:06] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: But it’s raining heavily 
[10/11/2025, 19:12:30] Katherine: Yes 
We can hear you inside!! 
[10/11/2025, 19:14:32] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Can it be at the same drop-off location? 
[10/11/2025, 19:27:39] Katherine: Yes 
10 minutes 
[11/11/2025, 16:18:02] Katherine: Good afternoon 
I think it will be around 6 to 7 o’clock tonight 
[11/11/2025, 16:18:10] Katherine: 1800–1900 
[11/11/2025, 16:18:37] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Good afternoon 
[11/11/2025, 16:19:35] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I’m parked near the event at your disposal. 
[11/11/2025, 21:13:21] Katherine: Hi 
We’re leaving the place now, so 10–15 minutes 
[11/11/2025, 21:15:29] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Hi, can the pick-up location be the same as the drop-off, next to the hotel? 
[11/11/2025, 21:17:45] Katherine: Yes 
[11/11/2025, 21:17:51] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I’m heading to the pick-up location 
[12/11/2025, 01:34:09] Katherine: Hello Cledson, sorry for the late message, can 
we have the same time for pick-up today? 08:15, please? 
[12/11/2025, 02:01:10] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Good evening 
[12/11/2025, 02:01:27] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Yes 
[12/11/2025, 02:02:33] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I’ll be there at 08:15. 
[12/11/2025, 10:58:28] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Good morning 
[12/11/2025, 11:02:11] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: It’s no longer valid. You need to get another one. 
[12/11/2025, 11:05:42] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: But I managed to enter the condominium. I’m already at your disposal. 
[12/11/2025, 19:46:37] Katherine: Good afternoon 
Can we meet at 5:30 PM, please, and travel to Bon me Quer 
[12/11/2025, 19:47:40] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Good afternoon 
[12/11/2025, 19:47:45] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: All set 
[12/11/2025, 21:09:25] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Hi, the guy who came let me in 
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And scheduled tomorrow at 08:00 
[13/11/2025, 14:58:51] Katherine: Hi 
Can we meet at 1:15 PM, please? 
[13/11/2025, 15:01:24] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Hi, good morning 
[13/11/2025, 15:01:27] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Yes 
 

 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT 7.10 – Whatsapp THREAD –  Whatsapp Chat 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] COP30 

[08/11/2025, 15:36:37] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Messages and calls are end-to-end encrypted. Only people in this chat can read, 
listen to, or share them. 
 
[08/11/2025, 15:36:37] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
is a contact. 
 
[08/11/2025, 15:14:41] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Hi Kat, I hope travel to Belém is going smooth.  
[Redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
 
[08/11/2025, 15:39:17] Katherine: Thanks [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
What’s the focus of the meeting with her on 12th?  
[Redacted - s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
Thanks for checking in on this.  
Kat 
 
[08/11/2025, 15:39:36] Katherine: *13th 
 
[08/11/2025, 16:36:14] Katherine: Ps we are leaving at lunchtime on 13th, not 12th. 
But our morning on Thursday is already jam packed so I don’t think we can fit anything 
else in 
 
[08/11/2025, 16:40:15] Katherine: Pps please add [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 to the WhatsApp group.  
 
And do you know where Monday’s social eve will be?  
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Thanks! 
 
[08/11/2025, 21:49:53] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Maybe we can speak it through more over our lunch on Monday 12-1pm? I was 
emailing [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 about this. 
 
[08/11/2025, 21:49:59] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I’ll add [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 now :) 
 
[08/11/2025, 21:50:18] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Location incoming soon, we just need to ring round a few places - does it work for 
your team in theory? 
 
[09/11/2025, 00:19:54] Katherine: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] yes I think so [Redacted - 
s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
Thanks 
 
[10/11/2025, 00:20:05] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Understood - we have the lunch booked in our calendar as well. Let’s check in 
tomorrow and see how we stand! 
 
[10/11/2025, 00:21:36] Katherine: Yes, that’s great for tomorrow. Depending on how 
busy the lunch halls are, we can perhaps find a quieter spot to meet? Can assess 
tmrw.  
 
I’ve emailed you tonight about the Fossil Fuel note. [Redacted - s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 00:36:14] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Sounds good on lunch, let’s see how constructed the site is! 
 
On the statement, it’s a push to the negotiating parties in Belém. So all parties 
present. We want an outcome on this topic. If you wanted to focus in on actors, it’s 
the COP30 Presidency and UNFCCC, who’re shepherding the process. Given the 
political salience of the topic, the statement would be used in many back channel 
conversations. 
 
[10/11/2025, 13:31:28] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Meet outside press conference room 1 for midday? Hopefully you’ve seen the 
infographic map to help with finding! The food centre is nearby it and a snack area as 
backup. 
 
[10/11/2025, 14:29:12] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: Any chance you could do 1-2 instead? Nehmat and Champa are caught up in a 
meeting 
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[10/11/2025, 14:33:54] Katherine: Hi 
We are free a bit later but have something at 2pm so if you keep in touch that should 
be fine to meet at 1.  
We’re not having the best start tho. Lots of teething problems!! 
 
[10/11/2025, 14:36:09] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
: I can imagine! Let me know if I can help. Let me check with Nehmat and team, I’ll 
aim for 12:25 and we’ll see. 
 
[10/11/2025, 14:56:12] Katherine: Grand - sounds good 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:18:08] Katherine: Still meet at conference room 1? 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:19:04] Katherine: [Redacted - s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:19:35] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Press conference room 1 yeah 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:19:37] Katherine: [Redacted - s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:19:52] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Food option and process is bad 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:20:28] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:27:25] Katherine: shall we come over now? 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:28:18] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:28:22] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Champa and Nehmat had a meeting in 
the green zone and it’s taking a while to get back into blue 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:28:32] Katherine: Ok we’ll make our way there. 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:28:56] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Very happy to. For baden, they 
endorsed as the ministry for climate. Which might be an option for Scotland as well? 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:29:19] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: I’m here and we can chat beforehand if 
the others are still taking a while 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:29:34] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:30:30] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 15:42:30] Katherine: Just outside the room 
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[10/11/2025, 15:44:27] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: 2 mins 
 
[10/11/2025, 16:04:48] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 18:00:03] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 18:01:18] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[10/11/2025, 18:01:22] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Please send that photo! 
 
[10/11/2025, 19:12:47] Katherine: I’ll get the photo from [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 when I can. 
 
[10/11/2025, 19:13:21] Katherine: This rain tho! Might put a dampener on us making 
drinks. We’re heading back to the villa and will see what folks are up for from there. 
 
[10/11/2025, 19:41:22] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: All good our post has already gone! 
 
[10/11/2025, 19:42:28] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: It’s a marathon! Let us know later how 
you’re getting on        

 
[10/11/2025, 19:51:19] Katherine: image omitted 
 
[10/11/2025, 22:22:13] Katherine: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 sorry but I’m off back to our place for the evening. Logistics are working against 
socialising I’m afraid!  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 stayed in town tho, so she might pop in.  
 
Cheers 
Kat 
 
[11/11/2025, 00:07:14] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: No problem at all - see you tomorrow 
 
[11/11/2025, 09:38:42] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Morning I’m just in a back and forth for 
this UNFCCC breakfast on the 12th. Will try get the details today. It will likely be at 
8am, on site. 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:13:37] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: They’ve actually moved it to 13th now 
so not possible. 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:15:03] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: We have a videographer on sight today. 
We would love to do a video with the cab sec on your newly launched subnational 
transition plan (climate plan). Maybe just after the multilevel governance event? 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:20:38] Katherine: That’s helpful actually! 
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[11/11/2025, 11:21:17] Katherine: I’ll check but should be okay- we’ve got a bit of 
space now in the afternoon 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:21:34] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:23:57] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:24:13] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: There’s this alternatively. But it might 
be too much. It’s a breakfast hosted by the host state. 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:24:45] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: The schedule is insane 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:24:59] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Could be say at midday? 
 
[11/11/2025, 11:28:14] Katherine: Our morning is packed I’m afraid.  Our space for 
video piece would be 3-4pm. Is that any good? 
 
[11/11/2025, 12:45:35] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Checking now! Thanks 
 
[11/11/2025, 12:45:51] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: FYI, Chunghnam and western cape co 
chairs have endorsed the new version of the FF statement 
 
[11/11/2025, 13:39:45] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: All okay for multilevel governance? 
 
[11/11/2025, 13:39:50] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: I just got here, let me know if I can help 
 
[11/11/2025, 13:40:18] Katherine: We’ve agree to arrive late. On our way for 11 
 
[11/11/2025, 13:40:46] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Ah all good! 
 
[11/11/2025, 14:08:46] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 14:08:48] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 14:08:48] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 14:08:48] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 14:08:48] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 15:40:23] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Videographer is free 3:10-4:30pm. Let 
us know where best to do it. 
 
[11/11/2025, 16:16:22] Katherine: Thanks [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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We’re heading to a meeting at the Milti level action pavilion. Perhaps that has a good 
background? Not been there yet. We will need a wee break before the filming so I 
suggest 3:45-4pm but let me get back to you with specifics 
 
[11/11/2025, 16:23:28] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Sure, I’ll pass onto [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] once you’ve confirmed. 
 
[11/11/2025, 17:56:07] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: You mean the cities and regions 
pavilion? 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:02:19] Katherine: Hi 
Sorry yes it was ICLEI pavilion but actually not a great place to meet.  
We could do something at the end of the blue zone hallway in front of the big COP 
sign? What do you think? 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:02:40] Katherine: Remind me, is there anything specific you suggest 
she covers? 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:04:26] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: That can work. Can I give you [redacted 

- s.38(1)(b)] number I won’t be able to join you guys. 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:05:48] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: (1) The release of your subnational 
transition plan, (2) why you want from COP (just transition focus) and (3) why 
networks like under2 are impritant for Scotland in driving climate action 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:05:54] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: In that priority order! 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:06:08] Katherine: Great 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:22:27] Katherine: Did you send his number? 
 
[11/11/2025, 18:25:11] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Contact card omitted 
 
[11/11/2025, 19:13:00] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: How you getting on? 
 
[11/11/2025, 19:17:13] Katherine: Good 
Doing it now 
 
[11/11/2025, 19:17:22] Katherine: A bit delayef 
 
[11/11/2025, 19:17:47] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: All good 
 
[12/11/2025, 12:29:07] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Leader_Roundtable_Concept Note.pdf 
• 2 pages document omitted 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:10:39] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Hey Kat, it would be great to 
understand timelines on above invite and FF statement, if possible! 
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[12/11/2025, 13:18:52] Katherine: Yes I know. Sorry. I’m chasing the home team. 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:19:16] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:19:38] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:33:54] Katherine: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
What’s the best place for a full transcript of Lulas comments that you refer to in the 
statement? 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:35:44] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:37:23] Katherine: (Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:37:30] Katherine: And my WiFi is woeful 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:38:41] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:40:20] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/follow-
the-government/speeches-statements/2025/11/president-lula2019s-speech-at-the-
session-on-energy-transition-at-the-leaders2019-summit-of-cop30 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:40:44] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:41:57] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:45:53] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii) ] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:46:05] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii) ] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:46:51] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:47:57] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 13:53:49] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 14:54:18] Katherine: Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 14:54:54] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Great news - thanks Kat 
 
[12/11/2025, 16:04:15] Katherine: Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 16:04:53] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 

https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/follow-the-government/speeches-statements/2025/11/president-lula2019s-speech-at-the-session-on-energy-transition-at-the-leaders2019-summit-of-cop30
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/follow-the-government/speeches-statements/2025/11/president-lula2019s-speech-at-the-session-on-energy-transition-at-the-leaders2019-summit-of-cop30
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/follow-the-government/speeches-statements/2025/11/president-lula2019s-speech-at-the-session-on-energy-transition-at-the-leaders2019-summit-of-cop30
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[12/11/2025, 18:02:13] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Yes, just changed and emailed. Sorry 
for the delay! 
 
[12/11/2025, 18:03:15] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: On the launch, I’ll get back to you later 
today if possible. There’s a number of moving parts with wider CG announcements 
and the negotiations themselves. But no earlier than Friday. 
 
[12/11/2025, 19:53:22] Katherine: Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
I’m sorry but we cannot accept the breakfast invite on this occasion due to the diary 
pressures and departure tomorrow for home.  
Many thanks for asking us to attend.  
Kat 
 
[12/11/2025, 19:53:37] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 20:52:49] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 20:58:57] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 20:59:05] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 21:15:24] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 21:15:27] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 21:28:10] Katherine: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 21:42:26] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.32(1)(a)(i)]  [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] [Redacted s.32(1)(a)(i)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 21:42:32] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Alongside a few others 
 
[12/11/2025, 22:01:25] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: image omitted 
 
[12/11/2025, 22:01:34] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[12/11/2025, 22:12:25] Katherine: Yes that’s fine, thank you 
 
[14/11/2025, 13:39:51] Katherine: Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Hope COP going well today.  
That’s us back in Amsterdam now.  
 
Can you possibly let me know when the film that [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 took will be ready? I have to share with my Comms team. Thanks! 
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[14/11/2025, 15:32:11] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: They’re editing cut on Monday and will 
share with you then 
 
[15/11/2025, 11:05:14] Katherine: Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
I can link in with [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  in wales too.  
I was going to wait until Monday but if there are talks over the weekend then I can do it 
today.  
Thanks 
Kat 
Thanks 
 
[15/11/2025, 11:08:30] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: [Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[15/11/2025, 11:08:39] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND 
MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES CONSTITUENCY-FINAL.pdf • 1 page document omitted 
 
[15/11/2025, 11:09:26] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: I’d recommend sharing this document. 
With an offer of support for working with them to discuss and adapt as they see fit. 
Also feel free to offer me up as someone to engage with on the ground. 
 
[15/11/2025, 11:09:49] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: I can also give an overview of who else 
we’ve spoken to and their stance on the topic, if helpful for them. 
 
[20/11/2025, 08:49:09] Katherine: Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Nice work on the FF statement and video. Hope you’re not too weary from three 
weeks at full pace??  
 
[Redacted s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
And when you get a moment, can you share the Cab Sec video or how it’s been used? 
I saw a snippet in your video on LinkedIn.  
 
Thanks. 
[20/11/2025, 10:09:54] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: Hey Kat - I’ve just sent them a message 
for the video! 
 
[20/11/2025, 12:25:38] [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]: video omitted 
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8. DOCUMENT 8 – EMAIL FROM DD IDCC TO BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT – 
1245 08 NOVEMBER 
 

From: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 November 2025 12:45 
To: Departamento de Políticas para Adaptação e Resiliência à Mudança do Clima 
<dpar@mma.gov.br>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gmail.com> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gmail.com>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@mma.gov.br>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@mma.gov.br>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@un.org>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]un.org>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION - High-Level Ministerial Panel - Multilevel Governance for 
the Implementation of the Paris Agreement and Climate Strategy in Belém, Brazil 
November 11th 
 
Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)],  
 
It was a pleasure to meet you in Rio.  
 
On behalf of Cabinet Secretary Gillian Martin, I would like to acknowledge this kind 
invitation.  
Ms Martin would like to join the panel, as suggested, but unfortunately would only be 
able to join for the second panel, at around 11:15. Is that suitable?  
 
I would be grateful if you could share any more specific guidance on the format / 
length of intervention expected. 
 
My details are below, and [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] and I are in Belem so can be 
contacted on Whatsapp too. 
 
Kind regards 
Katherine 
 
 
Katherine White (she/her) 
Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  
Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 
Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
[out of scope] 
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9. DOCUMENT 9 – EMAIL FROM DD IDCC TO FOR OUR CLIMATE – 1402 9 
NOVEMBER 

 

From: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 November 2025 14:02 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@forourclimate.org> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@forourclimate.org; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: [COP30-Asia Climate Solutions Pavilion] Invitation to "Building Trust 
and Social License: Stakeholder Engagement for APAC Offshore Wind 
Development" 
 
Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Many thanks for your email. 
 
We would certainly be interested for the Cabinet Secretary to meet the regional 
delegations.  
 
Would it be possible to visit your Pavilion space on Monday 10th in the afternoon 
(1530 approx) and meet the delegation(s) there? For our interests, the most relevant 
themes are offshore wind and the carbon-neutral island plan. 
 
Unfortunately, we are leaving on 13th at lunchtime and our morning is already full so I 
don’t think we can join either of your events.  
 
Kindest regards 
Katherine 
 
 
Katherine White (she/her) 
Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  
Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 
Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
[out of scope] 
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10. DOCUMENT 10 – EMAIL FROM CAB SEC CAE PO TO DD IDCC RE GBA 
INVITE – 1638 31 OCTOBER 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for 
Climate Action and Energy 
Sent: 31 October 2025 16:38 
To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Leanne Dobson <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Invitation to GBA Events at COP30 
 
Hi All,  
 
Sharing for your consideration. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Government | St Andrews House Edinburgh EH1 3DG | [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]| CabSecforCAE@gov.scot 

   
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@parliament.scot> On Behalf Of Martin G (Gillian), 
MSP 
Sent: 31 October 2025 15:07 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <cabsecforcae@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Invitation to GBA Events at COP30 
 
 
 
From: GBA Secretariat <thesecretariat@biofuelsalliance.com>  
Sent: 30 October 2025 18:37 
To: Martin G (Gillian), MSP <Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Invitation to GBA Events at COP30 
 
Dear H.E. Martin,  
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We hope this message finds you well. 
 
The Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA) is pleased to inform you that we will be hosting a 
pavilion in the Green Zone at COP30 from November 10 - November 21. 
  
GBA has planned several events such as roundtables, workshops, panel discussions 
and subject forums to advocate for global adoption of sustainable biofuels 
from November 10th to November 15th. 
We are also pleased to share that Mr. Pankaj Jain, Interim Director General, GBA 
will be present on November 10 and 11. We believe the following sessions 
scheduled for those dates may be of particular interest to you: 
1. Nov 10 - Workshop: Green Kitchens  - Role of clean cooking and bioenergy in 
promoting gender equity and heath 
2. Nov 10 - Workshop: Circular Bioeconomy: Examples and Innovations in Biofuels 
Production, use and By-Product Valorization 
3. Nov 11 - Investor Forum -  Presentation from investors and Roundtable on 
challenges in financing biofuels and charting the way forward 
4. Nov 11 - Investor Forum -  Roundtable on challenges in financing biofuels and 
charting the way forward 
 
The full calendar of events is attached for your convenience. In case you are 
interested in any other events, we invite you to indicate your event preferences at 
your earliest convenience. 
 
In case you are unable to attend, we are happy to receive a nomination of an 
appropriate representative. We kindly request you to confirm your participation or 
nomination at your earliest convenience This will allow us to plan the logistical 
and program arrangements in time. 
 
Please feel free to write back to us with any queries or requests for additional 
information. We look forward to your participation and valuable contribution to 
advancing the global biofuels agenda at COP30. 
Regards, 
The Secretariat 
Global Biofuels Alliance 
Website: www.biofuelsalliance.com  

Error! Filename not specified. 
 
-- 
Unsubscribe 
**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
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The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 
**********************************************************************  
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11. DOCUMENT 11 – EMAIL FROM CAB SEC PO TO DD IDCC RE ICJ 
POCKET GUIDE – 1323 6 NOVEMBER 
 
From: [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and 
Energy 
Sent: 06 November 2025 13:23 
To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [Redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: FW: COP30 & ICJ Advisory Opinion Pocket Guide for Negotiators & Allies 
 
Hi All – please find attached. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[Redacted  - s.38(1)(b)] 
to the Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy – Gillian Martin MSP   
Scottish Government | St Andrews House Edinburgh EH1 3DG | [Redacted 
s.38(1)(b)] 
 | CabSecforCAE@gov.scot 

   
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 06 November 2025 13:22 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Leanne Dobson <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: COP30 & ICJ Advisory Opinion Pocket Guide for Negotiators & Allies 
 
Folks 
 
One for your guys, although i think it’s a circular so might not need actioned.  
 
Thanks 
[Redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b)]< [Redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@ciel.org>  
Sent: 04 November 2025 17:53 
To: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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Cc: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: COP30 & ICJ Advisory Opinion Pocket Guide for Negotiators & Allies 
 
Dear [Redacted -  s.38(1)(b)],  
 
We hope your preparations for COP30 are going well.  
 
Ten years after the adoption of the Paris Agreement, this COP represents an 
important opportunity for climate justice. It is the first COP following the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) issuing its landmark advisory opinion on the obligations of 
States related to the climate crisis. In clarifying the existing law related to climate 
change, this ruling is an important tool for COP30. It must be used to guide decisions 
to ensure that they are in line with science and the law, including the legal obligation 
to keep global temperature rise to 1.5°C.  
 
To assist you in using the ICJ's ruling and in your preparations for COP30, the 
Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL), Climate Action Network-Pacific 
Islands (PICAN), Pacific Islands Students Fighting Climate Change (PISFCC), and 
World's Youth for Climate Justice (WYCJ) have put together a pocket guide for 
negotiators and allies: “Leveraging the ICJ Climate Ruling at COP30 to Unlock 
Ambition and Advance Accountability” (also attached). This guide provides a brief 
summary of key findings of the ICJ, references to the ICJ's ruling on certain topics 
(for example, mitigation, adaptation, and finance, among others), and answers 
questions that we have received from multiple actors. Additionally, we will be 
preparing further materials on specific topics that provide more detail.  
 
If you have any questions about the Pocket Guide please do not hesitate to reach 
out by email or by WhatsApp (see below). We look forward to working with you at 
COP30 for ambitious outcomes. For more tailored, comprehensive negotiation 
guidance relevant to specific countries or country groups, and grounded in defined 
topics and agenda items, please contact our legal taskforce (co-coordinated by the 
Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL), Pacific Islands Students Fighting 
Climate Change, and Worlds’ Youth for Climate Justice - working with trusted 
lawyers) at ao@pisfcc.org.  
 
Best wishes,  
[Redacted -  s.38(1)(b)] 
 
--  
[Redacted -  s.38(1)(b)] 
Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) 
1101 15th Street NW, 11th Floor, Washington, DC 20005  
[Redacted -  s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted -  s.38(1)(b)] 
  
Connect with CIEL online: 
www.ciel.org | facebook | twitter | linkedin 
  
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail and any attachments is from the sender and may 
be protected by the attorney-client and/or attorney work product doctrine. It is 
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intended solely for the use of named recipients. If you are not an intended recipient, 
please immediately notify the sender and destroy all copies of this message and 
attachments. Any use, dissemination, or disclosure of this information by a person 
other than an intended recipient is unauthorized. 
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12. DOCUMENT 12 - EMAIL BETWEEN CAB SEC CAE AND DD IDCC RE 
UNDER2 STATEMENT - 0945 13 NOVEMBER 
 
From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and 
Energy 
Sent: 13 November 2025 09:45 
To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate 
Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; DG Exchequer 
Strategy and Performance <DGESP@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Kersti Berge <Kersti.Berge@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Under2 Coalition Joint Statement: Subnational Call to Action 
 
Hi Kat,  
 
For the benefits of the copylist – Cab Sec has agreed the statement. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Government | St Andrews House Edinburgh EH1 3DG | [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] | CabSecforCAE@gov.scot 

   
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  
Sent: 12 November 2025 19:26 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Leanne Dobson <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>;[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Susie Townend <Susie.Townend@gov.scot >; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; DG Exchequer Strategy 
and Performance <DGESP@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; 
Kersti Berge <Kersti.Berge@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
- s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)the eu(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
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s.38(1)(b)]gov.scot> 
Subject: Under2 Coalition Joint Statement: Subnational Call to Action 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
PO 
 
Please find attached a finalised version of the Under2 Coalition statement: 
Subnational Call to Action: Accelerate The Just Transition Away From Fossil Fuels. 
 
This statement has been drafted by the Under2 Coalition and is to date endorsed by 
the following state and regional governments, with more to follow:  

• Ministry for the Environment, Climate and Energy; Baden Württemberg | 
Germany 

• Government of the Province of Córdoba | Argentina 

• Chungcheongnam-do Province Government | Republic of Korea | Under2 
Coalition Co-chair 

• Western Cape Government | South Africa | Under2 Coalition Co-chair  

• Gauteng Provincial Government | South Africa  
 
This statement has been developed with input from Scottish Government policy 
officials, and reflects existing policy positions only.  
You discussed the nature of the statement and its purpose with the Under2 Coalition 
team at COP30, reflecting the pace at which this statement has been developed and 
the urgency the COP negotiations. 
 
Officials from Energy and International Climate Change propose that you endorse 
this statement on behalf of the Scottish Government and as European Co-Chair for 
Under2 Coalition.  
 
SpAds have reviewed and agree that as this is the case the statement does not have 
to be cleared by the First Minister.  
 
If you are content to confirm the Scottish Government’s endorsement, officials will 
pass this on to the Under2 Coalition Secretariat. They intend to publish the 
statement at an appropriate point in the COP negotiations, likely to be Friday 14th.  
 
Kind regards 
Katherine 
 
Katherine White (she/her) 
Deputy Director I International Development and Climate Change Division  
Directorate for Culture and External Affairs I Scottish Government 
Mobile: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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ATTACHMENT:  
 
COP30 must not miss the opportunity to advance multilateral progress on the single biggest 

driver of climate impacts: fossil fuels. Building on the inaugural COP28 commitment to a planned 

transition away from fossil fuels, parties should now move from principle to practice.  

To deliver, we must reinforce implementation pathways, mobilise financial resources, enhance 

positive incentives, and develop innovative instruments. Steps best taken in close collaboration 

with state and regional governments.  

The vast majority of global fossil fuel production is managed by national governments and/or the 

private sector, but their extraction facilities, workforce, and communities exist within states and 

regions. These governments are a critical node within the global fossil fuel economy.  

Their leadership is mounting. Scotland has set out finalised policy positions of no support for 

conventional and unconventional onshore oil and gas extraction; Québec has committed to shut 

down all existing drill sites within three years; New South Wales has banned offshore oil and gas 

drilling; Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia, and California have adopted oil and gas 

methane regulations; and New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Yukon, New York, Maryland, Vermont, 

Tasmania, Wales, Paraná, and Santa Catarina have moratoria on fracking. In federations such 

as the United States and India, states hold direct powers over grids and licensing; elsewhere, 

planning and permitting sit with this level of government. They are crucial actors.  

According to calculations by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) based 

on Rystad Energy’s UCube, in 2024, these territories produced about 73% of the world’s oil, 71% 

of gas, and all coal. This gives them a pivotal governance role in shaping how production 

declines and communities adapt. An upcoming IISD and Under2 Coalition report will detail the 

crucial role of these governments, now and in the years ahead. 

The endorsing governments of this statement rally behind the UNFCCC process, which is 

demonstrating actionable progress. Its recent NDC synthesis report emphasised that 63% of 

current national climate plans recognise subnationals as partners in planning, implementing, and 

monitoring climate action.  

Let us work across international, national, and subnational levels to accelerate the transition to a 

decarbonised economy. COP30 must ensure continued progress. We need a global and 

inclusive dialogue on the transition away from fossil fuels at COP30 and beyond. The world is at 

a critical moment. We must show that the multilateral climate regime can deliver. 

State and regional governments are taking two steps forwards, whilst making two asks of Parties 

in Belem. 

Our two steps 

1. Endorse the COP29 Grids and Storage Pledge. The backbone of a just, orderly, and 

equitable transition is adequate infrastructure and storage, not only more renewables and 

efficiency. Subnationals have a crucial role here. 

2. Drive sectoral implementation through Subnational Transition Plans. These plans 

connect national climate commitments to local realities on energy, jobs, land use, and 

social protection – making a just transition tangible. 

Our two asks 
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1. Welcome Colombia’s declaration on the transition away from fossil fuels and invite 

parties prepared to act to join their high-level dialogue in April. A flagship forum on fossil 

fuel phase-out. 

2. Launch dialogue for stronger international cooperation on developing a roadmap to 

phase out fossil fuels, in line with the opening remarks from President Lula at the COP30 

World Leaders Summit. 

State and regional governments stand by you, with you, and for our communities. Together, let’s 

keep driving progress against the greatest threat humanity has ever faced.  

 

Endorsed by the following state and regional governments:  

• Ministry for the Environment, Climate and Energy; Baden Württemberg | Germany 

• Government of the Province of Córdoba | Argentina 

• Chungcheongnam-do Province Government | Republic of Korea | Under2 Coalition Co-

chair 

• Western Cape Government | South Africa | Under2 Coalition Co-chair  

• Gauteng Provincial Government | South Africa  
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13. DOCUMENT 13 -  EMAIL FROM CAB SEC CAE PO TO OFFICIAL RE 
SCANCE NOTE CLEARANCE INCLUDING ATTACHMENT - 1129 17 NOVEMBER 
 
From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and 
Energy 
Sent: 17 November 2025 11:29 
To: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Leanne Dobson <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>; ; 
Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: Cabinet Secretariat Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; CAE and RALRI 
portfolio coordination <CAEandRALRIportfoliocoordinationteam@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: COP30 - SCANCE Note 
 
Hi [Redacted S.38(1)(b)],  
 
Cab Sec has cleared.  
 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] – please find attached for part 2 taken as read.  
 
Thanks,  
 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Government | St Andrews House Edinburgh EH1 3DG | [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] | CabSecforCAE@gov.scot 

   
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 17 November 2025 11:08 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: COP30 - SCANCE Note 
 
PO,  
 
Please find attached SCANCE Note contribution on COP30 attendance. 
 
Many thanks, 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

mailto:CabSecforCAE@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:CabSecforCAE@gov.scot
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[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] |  Senior Policy Advisor | International Climate Change| 
Directorate for Culture and External Affairs (DCEA) | Scottish Government 
 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
ATTACHMENT:  
 
SCANCE CONTRIBUTION: COP30 ATTENDANCE 

  
MINISTER: CABINET SECRETARY FOR CLIMATE ACTION AND ENERGY 
  
[redacted – s.30(c)] 
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14. DOCUMENT 14 - EMAIL FROM CAB SEC CAE PO TO OFFICIALS RE 
LOSS AND DAMAGE LINKS - 1113 18 OCTOBER 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for 
Climate Action and Energy 
Sent: 18 November 2025 11:13 
To: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Sharing report links on non-economic loss & damage 
 
Hi Team, 
 
We have received the following links below from Joydeep Gupta, who Ms Martin had 
met with during COP30.  
Would be grateful for a steer for a potential response. 
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Email: cabsecforcae@gov.scot 
 
  
From: Joydeep Gupta <jgupta@INTERNEWS.ORG>  
Sent: 14 November 2025 18:04 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Heather McGray <heather.mcgray@cjrfund.org>; Ayesha Dinshaw 
<ayesha.dinshaw@cjrfund.org>; James Fahn <JFahn@INTERNEWS.ORG> 
Subject: Sharing report links on non-economic loss & damage 
 
Dear Ms Martin 
 
Thank you once again for meeting some of us working to deal with non-economic 
losses and damages caused by climate change 
 
As we discussed, here are the links to the media reports on the subject from India 
and Bangladesh, all produced under the mentorship of the Internews Earth 
Journalism Network 
 
Some of the links are to reports with both Bengali and English versions. There are a 
few reports only in Bengali and one in Hindi. Please let me know if you want me to 
get them translated for you 
 
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/indias-tribal-communities-losing-healing-traditions-to-
climate-change/ 
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/cyclone-titli-saura-tribe-odisha-
impact/article70201001.ece 

mailto:cabsecforcae@gov.scot
mailto:jgupta@INTERNEWS.ORG
mailto:CabSecforCAE@gov.scot
mailto:heather.mcgray@cjrfund.org
mailto:ayesha.dinshaw@cjrfund.org
mailto:JFahn@INTERNEWS.ORG
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/indias-tribal-communities-losing-healing-traditions-to-climate-change/
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/indias-tribal-communities-losing-healing-traditions-to-climate-change/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/cyclone-titli-saura-tribe-odisha-impact/article70201001.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/cyclone-titli-saura-tribe-odisha-impact/article70201001.ece
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https://www.ipsnews.net/2025/10/vanishing-wisdom-of-the-sundarbans-how-climate-
change-erodes-centuries-of-ecological-knowledge/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW-no2ItIkY 
https://netra.news/2025/our-land-is-our-mind-the-trauma-facing-indigenous-and-
coastal-women/ 
https://theeditors.net/?p=67123 
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/10/20/migrating-elephants-are-causing-more-
encounters-with-humans-in-populated-areas-of-southern-india 
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/10/21/communities-in-southern-india-search-for-
solutions-for-growing-encounters-with-elephants 
https://tob.news/the-vanishing-rhythms-of-the-sundarbans/ 
https://behanbox.com/2025/10/14/as-climate-change-redraws-sunderbans-its-
women-preserve-a-critical-cultural-link/ 
https://indiaspendhindi.com/cover-story/schools-remain-closed-for-10-15-days-every-
year-how-climate-disaster-is-becoming-an-education-crisis-in-the-sundarbans-
968300 
https://www.banglanews24.com/banglanews-special/news/bd/1599345.details 
https://www.banglanews24.com/english/banglanews-
special/news/bd/186473.details   
https://scroll.in/article/1087181/as-climate-change-upturns-lives-in-odisha-women-
grapple-with-trau%E2%80%A6 
https://www.themigrationstory.com/post/reportage-1 
https://www.thewall.in/feature/sundarbans-mental-health-climate-crisis/tid/175675 
https://inscript.me/solastalgia-living-with-the-tide-in-the-sundarbans-is-not-only-
financially-damaging-it-is-also-mentally-damaging 
https://www.indiaspend.com/climate-change/the-silent-mental-health-crisis-in-the-
sundarbans-970247 
https://www.indiaspend.com/climate-change/how-changing-climate-is-disrupting-
education-in-coastal-odisha-969075 
https://www.asiandispatch.net/where-land-disappears 
Please let me know if there's any other way I can help 
I look forward to your feedback and hope to stay in touch   
All the best 
Joydeep 
 
Joydeep Gupta 
India Programme Lead 
Earth Journalism Network 
 
 
  

https://www.ipsnews.net/2025/10/vanishing-wisdom-of-the-sundarbans-how-climate-change-erodes-centuries-of-ecological-knowledge/
https://www.ipsnews.net/2025/10/vanishing-wisdom-of-the-sundarbans-how-climate-change-erodes-centuries-of-ecological-knowledge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW-no2ItIkY
https://netra.news/2025/our-land-is-our-mind-the-trauma-facing-indigenous-and-coastal-women/
https://netra.news/2025/our-land-is-our-mind-the-trauma-facing-indigenous-and-coastal-women/
https://theeditors.net/?p=67123
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/10/20/migrating-elephants-are-causing-more-encounters-with-humans-in-populated-areas-of-southern-india
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/10/20/migrating-elephants-are-causing-more-encounters-with-humans-in-populated-areas-of-southern-india
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/10/21/communities-in-southern-india-search-for-solutions-for-growing-encounters-with-elephants
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/10/21/communities-in-southern-india-search-for-solutions-for-growing-encounters-with-elephants
https://tob.news/the-vanishing-rhythms-of-the-sundarbans/
https://behanbox.com/2025/10/14/as-climate-change-redraws-sunderbans-its-women-preserve-a-critical-cultural-link/
https://behanbox.com/2025/10/14/as-climate-change-redraws-sunderbans-its-women-preserve-a-critical-cultural-link/
https://indiaspendhindi.com/cover-story/schools-remain-closed-for-10-15-days-every-year-how-climate-disaster-is-becoming-an-education-crisis-in-the-sundarbans-968300
https://indiaspendhindi.com/cover-story/schools-remain-closed-for-10-15-days-every-year-how-climate-disaster-is-becoming-an-education-crisis-in-the-sundarbans-968300
https://indiaspendhindi.com/cover-story/schools-remain-closed-for-10-15-days-every-year-how-climate-disaster-is-becoming-an-education-crisis-in-the-sundarbans-968300
https://www.banglanews24.com/banglanews-special/news/bd/1599345.details
https://www.banglanews24.com/english/banglanews-special/news/bd/186473.details
https://www.banglanews24.com/english/banglanews-special/news/bd/186473.details
https://scroll.in/article/1087181/as-climate-change-upturns-lives-in-odisha-women-grapple-with-trau%E2%80%A6
https://scroll.in/article/1087181/as-climate-change-upturns-lives-in-odisha-women-grapple-with-trau%E2%80%A6
https://www.themigrationstory.com/post/reportage-1
https://www.thewall.in/feature/sundarbans-mental-health-climate-crisis/tid/175675
https://inscript.me/solastalgia-living-with-the-tide-in-the-sundarbans-is-not-only-financially-damaging-it-is-also-mentally-damaging
https://inscript.me/solastalgia-living-with-the-tide-in-the-sundarbans-is-not-only-financially-damaging-it-is-also-mentally-damaging
https://www.indiaspend.com/climate-change/the-silent-mental-health-crisis-in-the-sundarbans-970247
https://www.indiaspend.com/climate-change/the-silent-mental-health-crisis-in-the-sundarbans-970247
https://www.indiaspend.com/climate-change/how-changing-climate-is-disrupting-education-in-coastal-odisha-969075
https://www.indiaspend.com/climate-change/how-changing-climate-is-disrupting-education-in-coastal-odisha-969075
https://www.asiandispatch.net/where-land-disappears
https://earthjournalism.net/
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15. DOCUMENT 15 - EMAIL FROM DD IDCC TO CAB SEC CAE RE COMMS 
ANNOUNCEMENT - 1056 12 NOVEMBER 
 
From: Katherine White <Katherine.White@gov.scot>  
Sent: 12 November 2025 10:56 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; 
Leanne Dobson <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: CAB SEC CLEARANCE PLEASE: COP30 announcement 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Leanne, [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Sorry I didn’t get to this yesterday but I think a different framing for the opening could 
help – linked to the key themes of the funding (which also echo COP themes). 
[redacted - s.30(b)(i)] 
 
So first sentence could instead be: 
In support of international efforts to address the impacts of climate change, the 
Scottish Government has confirmed funding for loss and damage, human rights and 
adaptation projects, as part of the £36 million Climate Justice Fund.  
 
Have a look, 
Kat 
 
[out of scope] 
 
 


