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Dear Paul

Re: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]

| am writing on behalf of a constituent, [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] who recently attended my
surgery. [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] lives in [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] and rents a 1 bed flat with
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] in good jobs, however, my constituent wished to
raise with me the impact of the ending of rent controls on their financial circumstances.

We discussed the current debate regarding how we make sure there is an adequate rental
market able to provide enough housing but does not price people out. In addition, my
constituent is aware that there is a shortage of housing and increasing population in East
Central Scotland but stated there is an ‘unholy alliance’ between letting agents and landlords.

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] asked me what can [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] do
when [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] can no longer afford to live in [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] home?
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] states that[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted:
s.38(1)(b)] lives in fear of a letter from [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] landlord increasing [redacted:
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] rent. [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] substantive question is what
support will the Scottish Government provide for individuals like [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] who
have no options available and why is there no stopgap between now and 2027 with regard to
rent controls.
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Yours sincerely,

Angus Robertson MSP
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Angus Robertson MSP
Angus.Robertson.MSP@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202500460880
Your Reference: Case Ref: AR4426/VN

2 May 2025
Dear Angus,

Thank you for your correspondence of 4 April regarding your constituent, [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] and
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] concerns about the possibility of rent increases following the ending of temporary
changes to rent adjudication on 31 March 2025.

| am aware of concerns about the ending of these measures and know there is a need for longer term
action on rents, which is why we are taking forward measures in the Housing (Scotland) Bill. When
bringing forward the changes to rent adjudication we were clear that their purpose was to support the
move away from the temporary rent cap introduced as part of the Cost of Living (Tenant Protection)
(Scotland) Act 2022, back to the terms of the existing requirements on rent increases and rent
adjudication.

The temporary changes to rent adjudication were intended to manage the risk of very steep increases in
rents following the ending of the Cost of Living Act by preventing a return to market rent in a single step.
This aim has been achieved for those who sought a review of a rent increase.

We know that there may be some tenants with applications for a review of a rent increase made before
the temporary measures end that will not yet have reached a final determination. | have therefore laid
regulations before Parliament which, subject to the Parliamentary process, mean a tenant in these
circumstances will continue to have their application decided on the basis of the temporary changes in
force when the application was made.

From the 1 April 2025, the rent adjudication process reverted back to existing legal requirements under
the Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 1988. This means

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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that protections continue to be in place against
rent increases above market rent for most private
tenants.
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Where a rent increase, or a change of circumstances, results in a tenant being unable to afford their
rent, there is support available, for example through Discretionary Housing Payments. In 2025/26 we are
making over £97m available to local authorities to spend on Discretionary Housing Payments, an
increase of nearly £7m over 2024/25.

We know that some private tenants, particularly those on lower incomes and those from seldom heard
audiences such as minority ethnic families or lone parents, are less likely to know their existing rights, or
might know their rights, but feel unable to exercise them. We have therefore launched a Renters Rights
campaign as part of our efforts to address this. With the ending of the measures, | particularly want to
highlight that tenants’ continue to have a right to seek an independent review of a rent increase.

| hope this is helpful for your constituent.

Yours sincerely

G

A

PAUL McLENNAN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

Paul McLennan MSP

Minister for Housing

Housing

Scottish Government, St Andrew’s House
Regent Road

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

My ref: BD16566/NC
7 April 2025

Dear Paul,
Re: Expiring of Transitional Protections on Private Rents

| hope you are well. | am writing in relation to the above matter and the potential
impact on tenants, following the expiry of protections last week and during the interim
period before the new Housing (Scotland) Bill comes into effect.

| have concerns about what the private rented sector may do, now that the 12% cap
has been lifted, given that the additional protections within the Housing Bill will take
many months to come into effect.

| welcome the ambition of the Scottish Government to create a fairer and more stable
private rented sector in the longer term, through the Housing Bill, however | am
deeply concerned about the immediate gap in protections. Many tenants are now
faced with a period of uncertainty, during which landlords may raise rents
significantly before the new measures are implemented

If the Scottish Government are not planning to re-introduce a temporary rent cap, |
would welcome if you will at least consider re-introducing a no detriment appeal
mechanism. If implemented, this would give tenants a meaningful route to challenge
excessive rent increases.

| would welcome an update on what interim protections, if any, are being considered
while the Housing Bill progresses through Parliament.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely

B4 hai



Bob Doris MSP
Member of the Scottish Parliament for Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn constituency (SNP)
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Our Reference: 202500461090
Your Reference: Letter from Bob Doris MSP - Rent Protections (Case Ref: BD16566)

30 April 2025
Dear Bob Doris MSP,

Thank you for your correspondence of 7 April regarding your concerns about the possibility of rent
increases following the ending of temporary changes to rent adjudication on 31 March 2025.

| am aware of concerns about the ending of these measures and know there is a need for longer term
action on rents, which is why we are taking forward measures in the Housing (Scotland) Bill. When
bringing forward the changes to rent adjudication we were clear that their purpose was to support the
move away from the temporary rent cap introduced as part of the Cost of Living (Tenant Protection)
(Scotland) Act 2022, back to the terms of the existing requirements on rent increases and rent
adjudication.

The temporary changes to rent adjudication were intended to manage the risk of very steep increases
in rents following the ending of the Cost of Living Act by preventing a return to market rent in a single
step. This aim has been achieved for those who sought a review of a rent increase.

We know that there may be some tenants with applications for a review of a rent increase made before
the temporary measures end that will not yet have reached a final determination. | have therefore laid
regulations before Parliament which, subject to the Parliamentary process, mean a tenant in these
circumstances will continue to have their application decided on the basis of the temporary changes in
force when the application was made.

From the 1 April 2025, the rent adjudication process reverted to existing legal requirements under the
Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 1988. This means that
protections continue to be in place against rent increases above market rent for most private tenants.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Where a rent increase, or a change of circumstances, results in a tenant being unable to afford their
rent, there is support available, for example through Discretionary Housing Payments. In 2025/26 we
are making over £97m available to local authorities to spend on Discretionary Housing Payments, an
increase of nearly £7m over 2024/25.

We know that some private tenants, particularly those on lower incomes and those from seldom heard
audiences such as minority ethnic families or lone parents, are less likely to know their existing rights, or
might know their rights, but feel unable to exercise them. We have therefore launched a Renters Rights
campaign as part of our efforts to address this. With the ending of the measures, | particularly want to
highlight that tenants’ continue to have a right to seek an independent review of a rent increase.

| hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely

b

(P o Ve

PAUL McLENNAN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]
15 April 2025
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]

Thank you for your correspondence of 31 March 2025 to Paul McLennan MSP, the Minister for Housing,
regarding your concerns about the possibility of rent increases following the ending of the temporary
changes to rent adjudication on 31 March 2025. | have been asked to reply.

While neither Scottish Ministers nor Scottish Government officials are able to provide advice in relation to
an individual’s particular circumstances, | hope that the following information will be helpful.

We are aware of concerns about the ending of these measures and know there is a need for longer term
action on rents, which is why we are taking forward measures in the Housing (Scotland) Bill. When
bringing forward the changes to rent adjudication we were clear that their purpose was to support the
move away from the temporary rent cap introduced as part of the Cost of Living (Tenant Protection)
(Scotland) Act 2022, back to the terms of the existing requirements on rent increases and rent
adjudication.

The temporary changes to rent adjudication were intended to manage the risk of very steep increases in
rents following the ending of the Cost of Living Act by preventing a return to market rent in a single step.
This aim has been achieved for those who sought a review of a rent increase.

We know that there may be some tenants with applications for a review of a rent increase made before
the temporary measures end that will not yet have reached a final determination. The Scottish
Government has therefore laid regulations before Parliament which, subject to the Parliamentary
process, mean a tenant in these circumstances will continue to have their application decided on the
basis of the temporary changes in force when the application was made.

From the 1 April 2025, the rent adjudication process reverted to existing legal requirements under the
Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Where a rent increase, or a change of circumstances, results in a tenant being unable to afford their rent,
there is support available, for example through Discretionary Housing Payments. In 2025/26 we are
making over £97m available to local authorities to spend on Discretionary Housing Payments, an
increase of nearly £7m over 2024/25.

We know that some private tenants, particularly those on lower incomes and those from seldom heard
audiences such as minority ethnic families or lone parents, are less likely to know their existing rights, or
might know their rights, but feel unable to exercise them. We have therefore launched a Renters Rights
campaign as part of our efforts to address this. With the ending of the measures, we particularly want to
highlight that tenants’ continue to have a right to seek an independent review of a rent increase.

With regard to your particular circumstances, you may find it helpful to seek advice from an independent
advice organisation such as Shelter Scotland or Citizens Advice Scotland.

Their contact details are:
Shelter Scotland: https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/about us/contact us
Citizens Advice Scotland: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/about-us/get-advice-s/

More information on private residential tenancies can be found on the Scottish Government's website at
the following link: https://www.gov.scot/publications/private-residential-tenancies-tenants-quide/

| hope this is helpful.
Yours sincerely

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Your Reference: ND4230

22 April 2025
Dear Natalie,

Thank you for your correspondence of 25 February on behalf of members of Living Rent Paisley about
the possibility of rent increases once the temporary changes to rent adjudication come to an end on 31
March 2025.

| am aware of concerns about the ending of these measures and know there is a need for longer term
action on rents, which is why we are taking forward measures in the Housing (Scotland) Bill. When
bringing forward the changes to rent adjudication we were clear that their purpose was to support the
move away from the temporary rent cap introduced as part of the Cost of Living (Tenant Protection)
(Scotland) Act 2022, back to the terms of the existing requirements on rent increases and rent
adjudication.

The temporary changes to rent adjudication were intended to manage the risk of very steep increases
in rents following the ending of the Cost of Living Act by preventing a return to market rent in a single
step. This aim has been achieved for those who sought a review of a rent increase.

We know that there may be some tenants with applications for a review of a rent increase made before
the temporary measures end that will not yet have reached a final determination. | have therefore laid
regulations before Parliament which, subject to the Parliamentary process, mean a tenant in these
circumstances will continue to have their application decided on the basis of the temporary changes in
force when the application was made.

From the 1 April 2025, the rent adjudication process will revert back to existing legal requirements
under the Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 1988. This

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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means that protections continue to be in place against rent increases above market rent for most private
tenants.

Where a rent increase, or a change of circumstances, results in a tenant being unable to afford their
rent, there is support available, for example through Discretionary Housing Payments. In 2025/26 we
are making over £97m available to local authorities to spend on Discretionary Housing Payments, an
increase of nearly £7m over 2024/25.

We know that some private tenants, particularly those on lower incomes and those from seldom heard
audiences such as minority ethnic families or lone parents, are less likely to know their existing rights, or
might know their rights, but feel unable to exercise them. We have therefore launched a Renters Rights
campaign as part of our efforts to address this. With the ending of the measures, | particularly want to
highlight that tenants’ continue to have a right to seek an independent review of a rent increase.

George Adam MSP has has been in touch with me as you say, | look forward to meeting him at a
mutually convenient time.

| hope this is helpful for your constituent.

Yours sincerely

G

[ L

PAUL McLENNAN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]

Your Reference: rent adjudication
2 April 2025

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]

Thank you for your correspondence of 12 March 2025 reiterating your concerns about the impact of the
end of temporary modifications to rent adjudication and providing further information.

The temporary changes to rent adjudication were intended to manage the risk of very steep increases in
rents following the ending of the Cost of Living Act by preventing a return to market rent in a single step.
This has been achieved for those tenants who sought a review of a rent increase.

From the 1 April 2025, the rent adjudication process will revert back to existing legal requirements under
the Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 1988. This means
that protections continue to be in place against rent increases above market rent for most private
tenants. That is why it is vitally important that tenants, like the family in the case study you provide, make
use of their rights to seek a review of a rent increase.

| am very grateful to you for your support for the Renters Rights Campaign and the work you do to
support tenants understand and exercise their rights.

We remain committed to progressing a framework to put in place longer term rent control where these
are needed, and providing additional support to tenants, for example through for example through
Discretionary Housing Payments. In 2025/26 we are making over £97m available to local authorities to
spend on Discretionary Housing Payments, an increase of nearly £7m over 2024/25.

I’'m grateful for your continued engagement on these important issues.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Yours sincerely

PAUL McLENNAN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

lvan McKee MSP
Jane.Denholm@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202500458165
Your Reference: Help for tenants

4 April 2025
Dear Ivan,

Thank you for your correspondence of 19 March regarding regarding your constituents concerns about
the possibility of rent increases once the temporary changes to rent adjudication come to an end on 31
March 2025.

| am aware of concerns about the ending of these measures and know there is a need for longer term
action on rents, which is why we are taking forward measures in the Housing (Scotland) Bill. When
bringing forward the changes to rent adjudication we were clear that their purpose was to support the
move away from the temporary rent cap introduced as part of the Cost of Living (Tenant Protection)
(Scotland) Act 2022, back to the terms of the existing requirements on rent increases and rent
adjudication.

The temporary changes to rent adjudication were intended to manage the risk of very steep increases
in rents following the ending of the Cost of Living Act by preventing a return to market rent in a single
step. This aim has been achieved for those who sought a review of a rent increase.

We know that there may be some tenants with applications for a review of a rent increase made before
the temporary measures end that will not yet have reached a final determination. | have therefore laid
regulations before Parliament which, subject to the Parliamentary process, mean a tenant in these
circumstances will continue to have their application decided on the basis of the temporary changes in
force when the application was made.

From the 1 April 2025, the rent adjudication process will revert back to existing legal requirements
under the Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 1988. This

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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means that protections continue to be in place against rent increases above market rent for most private
tenants.

Where a rent increase, or a change of circumstances, results in a tenant being unable to afford their
rent, there is support available, for example through Discretionary Housing Payments. In 2025/26 we
are making over £97m available to local authorities to spend on Discretionary Housing Payments, an
increase of nearly £7m over 2024/25.

We know that some private tenants, particularly those on lower incomes and those from seldom heard
audiences such as minority ethnic families or lone parents, are less likely to know their existing rights, or
might know their rights, but feel unable to exercise them. We have therefore launched a Renters Rights
campaign as part of our efforts to address this. With the ending of the measures, | particularly want to
highlight that tenants’ continue to have a right to seek an independent review of a rent increase.

| hope this is helpful for your constituents.

Yours sincerely

b

i

PAUL McLENNAN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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https://rentersrights.campaign.gov.scot/

From: Humza Yousaf MSP
Sent: 18 April 2025 16:10
To: Minister for Housing
Subject: (Case Ref: HY8816)

Dear Mr McLennan,

Humza has received the following letter from the Citizens Advice Bureaux in Glasgow and would be
grateful if you could respond to the points contained therein:

Glasgow CABx calls on the Scottish Government to maintain the effect of the temporary
modifications through any available mechanism, i.e., a limit on rent increases up to a
maximum of 12% and a continuation of Rent Service Scotland not setting new rents
higher than landlord’s proposals. Any such provision must be in place until the Housing
(Scotland) Bill takes effect, and the rent control section of the Bill must be prioritised for
implementation as soon as practicable. Glasgow CABx believe that this issue is
significant in addressing poverty and will have serious consequences for your
constituents. CABx therefore requests that you to raise this with the Minister for
Housing, Paul McLennan, and request that he change the current approach and
implement our recommendations.

With thanks,

Declan Blench (he/him)

Please note my usual working days are Thursday and Friday
Constituency Office of Humza Yousaf MSP

e: declan.blench@parliament.scot

p: (0141) 882 4647

a: Suite 14 | Fairfield Heritage Centre | 1048 Govan Road | G51 4XS
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