FOI 202500483490
DOCUMENT 1
EMAIL CHAIN 1

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 22 July 2025 14:16

To: Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>

Cc: Erin Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>;
Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]|@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Subject: To Clear- Ice Rink Closure- BBC

Minister, PO

We have been approached by the BBC for a right to reply regarding Elgin Ice Rink closing
and Scottish Curling calling for a national solution to address energy costs.

Policy and SpAds have agreed the response.

If you can let me know if Ms Todd is content to clear our response by 4pm today.

Thanks

Draft Response

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“We are fully aware that energy costs are an issue facing many sports facilities and we have
repeatedly called on the UK government to use all the powers to provide the appropriate
energy bill relief to leisure facilities.

Local sport and leisure facilities, including ice rinks are vital in supporting the physical and
mental health of the nation. We have regular engagement with sportscotland and Scottish
Curling on this important issue and will continue to do so.”

Full Query

Thanks very much for taking my call just now. I've just been speaking to the CEO of
Scottish Curling about the announcement that Elgin Ice Rink is to close. He says this
is not an isolated incident, and that energy costs are posing a real challenge for ice

centres across Scotland. He says a national solution is needed to address the issue,



so that Scots don’t lose out on the opportunity to learn these kinds of
sports/compete.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

News | Media Manager

Communications Health and Social Care

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
Mobile: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9021



EMAIL CHAIN 2

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 22 July 2025 12:29

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health and Social Care
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>
Subject: Policy Input - Ice Rink Closure- BBC

Good afternoon all,

We have been approached by the BBC for a right to reply regarding Elgin Ice Rink closing
and Scottish Curling calling for a national solution to address energy costs.

Below is a draft response to similar issues around facilities. | would be grateful for any
suggestions by 2pm today.

Thanks
Draft Response.
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“We are fully aware that energy costs are an issue facing many sports facilities and we have
repeatedly called on the UK government to use all the powers to provide the appropriate
energy bill relief to leisure facilities.

Local sport and leisure facilities, including ice rinks are vital in supporting the physical and
mental health of the nation. We have regular engagement with sportscotland and Scottish
Curling on this important issue and will continue to do so.”

Full Query

Thanks very much for taking my call just now. I've just been speaking to the CEO of
Scottish Curling about the announcement that Elgin Ice Rink is to close. He says this
is not an isolated incident, and that energy costs are posing a real challenge for ice
centres across Scotland. He says a national solution is needed to address the issue,
so that Scots don’t lose out on the opportunity to learn these kinds of
sports/compete.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
News | Media Manager
Communications Health and Social Care



The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
Mobile: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9021



EMAIL CHAIN 3

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Sent: 31 July 2025 20:12

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

We have just created a survey form for the ice rink and will chase the gaps in data
directly with them. May have more success if we stress the importance in the
covering email.

We have found it difficult to make a meaningful analysis of the information received
to date from the rink owners.

The survey should be issue tomorrow or Monday with a one week turnaround.
Im off tomorrow and Monday but will chase tomorrow irrespective

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2025 9:33:07 AM

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]@gov.scot < [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Thanks for this [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Copying [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] too as I'm in [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] the next couple of days. I've had a quick look at the percentage
increase and can’t work out what’s been used to calculate this? Is it increase in total
electricity cost? Per kwh or consumption? Assume cost per kwh will be most useful as
comparison as will allow for comparison across where centres may have reduced opening
etc? But grateful for your thoughts.

Thanks for continuing to ask for this information from [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]and [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]. If we were to have to
send something up before we get the detail what would a summary line look like do you
think that reflects the data that we do have?

Many thanks



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Head of Delivery | Active Scotland

@ [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]| ¥® [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>
Sent: 29 July 2025 12:40

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Thanks for the note.

In terms of the data on ice rinks, unfortunately both [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] (SIRA) and [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] (Scottish Curling)
have been on leave for the past few weeks. However, we have pulled what has been
received into a spreadsheet and are actively following up on the gaps. Please see
attached sheet, which we have included further detail in to provide a fuller picture of
the ice rink estate.

[redacted out of scope]
We’ll chase for the information over the next few days.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]| Head of Facilities | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

t: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]| f: 0141 534 6501 | m: [redacted s.38(1)(b)

(personal information)]
w: www.sportscotland.org.uk

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 29 July 2025 09:38

To [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Hope you’ve had a good few weeks. Just following up on the below and seeing whether
you’d had the chance to consider. We now have a fair bit of interest around this from other
Ministers too, so need to get something up this week.

Thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Delivery | Active Scotland
@ [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 04 July 2025 12:19

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Thanks very much for all the information [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] —
it’s very complicated isn’t it! Obviously hard to compare just costs as (as outlined by
[redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice
substantially the commercial interests of any person or organisation)]) facilities are
opening for a shorter period of time/ using less energy.

I've taken data from 3 of them ([redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would
be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial interests of any person or
organisation)]and the 5 year comparison) as these were all fairly easy in terms of working
out total kWh and costs, using 2021 onwards. This shows a dramatic rise in the unit cost of
power between 2021-22 and 2023-24, with an overall increase of approximately 64%.
Increase slows in 2024-25, which | assume could be down to a number of things — including
the renegotiation of contacts?

[redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice
substantially the commercial interests of any person or organisation)]

Might be that we just add something like this which provides a high level snapshot — noting
the restrictions on your team — and depending on whether you agree with my (very rusty)
analysis? Also feel like analysing all the data would take weeks! [redacted out of scope]

Anyway, [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] is around next week and can
discuss further.

Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Delivery | Active Scotland
Q@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Sent: 04 July 2025 10:00

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: FW: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST




Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Further information and some explanatory notes received from [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] below. [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] will ask a colleague to see if they can make
any sense of this in the meantime.

We’re unfortunately all hands to the pump at the moment as a team cleansing the estate review
data until early next week.
A few of the team are on annual leave which is also not helping.

Please enjoy your holiday and will catch up when you get back

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Head of Facilities | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

t: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | f: 0141 534 6501 | m: [redacted

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
w: www.sportscotland.org.uk

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @scottishcurling.org>

Sent: 03 July 2025 23:43

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi both
| do have some additional information for most rinks (some rinks gave loads, some none).
However, the vast majority of rinks are truncating their opening hours.

I’ll attach each of the sets of info | was given if that’s easiest? [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where
disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial
interests of any person or organisation)]

Public sector rinks aside, there is a growing unrest/unease around capital and plant. Not so
much capital maintenance but mostly plant maintenance [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where
disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial
interests of any person or organisation)]

In terms of revenue, most rinks have chosen to truncate and squeeze the season so effectively
cramming 100% of a season into what is now 80% of the time. This is a huge challenge for the
sport particularly in an Olympic year where we have 125% of normal activity but only 80% of the
available facility estate [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would be likely
to, prejudice substantially the commercial interests of any person or organisation)]



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>

Date: Tuesday, 1 July 2025 at 23:42

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @scottishcurling.org>, Grant Duncan
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

I'm happy to skip Thursday on the basis you'll be trying to cram other things in before
going on leave. | am however after some additional narrative against each of the rows of
costs returned by rinks. We can no deal with this via email.

The costs are not entirely as | expected so it would be helpful if these were explained ie.
any mitigations, new lower cost energy tariffs, reduction in energy use or hours of
operation etc. The [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would be likely to,
prejudice substantially the commercial interests of any person or organisation)]rinks
have a substantial increase, it would be helpful to know why. The [redacted s.33(1)(b)
(where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial
interests of any person or organisation)]has two rows from memory.

How are the costs being met, is it primarily through increasing costs for the users and
other fundraising?

Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@scottishcurling.org>

Sent: Tuesday, July 1, 2025 12:51:26 PM

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Sent from Outlook for iOS

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Sent: Tuesday, July 1, 2025 12:47:46 PM

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@scottishcurling.org>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST




Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Many thanks for forwarding the return for [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or
would be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial interests of any person or
organisation)]

I met with SG this morning to discuss next steps. | think the additional narrative to explain the
specifics of each return is critical. | did expect to see a fairly consistent trend across each of the
returns however its up and down without any explanation. | said | would follow up with you to
ensure we get this presented to the FM in a clear and simple way.

A quick call might help if you are free at any point over next few days.

Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]| Head of Facilities | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

t: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]| f: 0141 534 6501 | m: [redacted s.38(1)(b)

(personal information)]
w: www.sportscotland.org.uk

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@scottishcurling.org>

Sent: 30 June 2025 16:18

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>; Grant Duncan
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Fellas, here's the info from [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would be
likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial interests of any person or
organisation)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Sent from Outlook for iOS

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Sent: Monday, June 30, 2025 4:11 pm

To: Scottish Ice Rinks Association <admin@sira.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @scottishcurling.org>

Subject: FW: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hi both,

Information as requested on [redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would
be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial interests of any person or
organisation)]



energy usage and costs.

This is combined for whole building and two ice pads.

Apologies for the delay — | was out of the country and just returned today
Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: SIRA <admin@sira.scot>
Sent: 25 June 2025 11:15
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Subject: EXTERNAL: SIRA URGENT REQUEST

Hello SIRA Contacts

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] (Scottish Curling) and | received
correspondence from [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
at sportscotland this morning.



A ministerial commission off the back of our recent visit to Bute House has requested ice
rink data. Here is the message from [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
below.

I am looking for some information that | have no doubt you will be able to provide. Scottish
Government (SG) have contacted us and have asked us to provide information relating to both
the energy consumption and energy costs associated with operating ice rinks, how these costs

are met and a note of the principal challenges being faced by ice rink operators.

Specifically, SG have asked for energy consumption data and costs against each ice rink over

a period of the last five years to establish trends in both consumption and cost.

The information has been requested by a Ministerial commission. The time scale for this is
relatively tight, so | would be very grateful if you could get back with any information that you
have by 27 June 2025.

Could we ask all of you to source the above request from [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] and send directly to [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
& myself please?

We realise there is sensitivity around this info but we have an opportunity to influence here.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Copyright © *2020 Scottish Ice Rinks Association, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
SIRA, c/o Forfar Indoor Sports, Suttieside Road, Forfar, Angus, DD8 3NG
Tel: 01307 468668 E-Mail: admin@sira.scot Web: www.sira.scot

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.




You are receiving this e-newsletter as a member ice rink of the Scottish Ice Rinks Association and you

have given us your permission to contact you.




EMAIL CHAIN 4

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Sent: 16 June 2025 12:54

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Energy costs question

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Hope you had a good weekend
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
I'll also follow up with SIRA and Scottish Curling.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Head of Facilities | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

t: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | f: 0141 534 6501 | m: [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

Sent: 13 June 2025 15:17

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Energy costs question

Thanks so much [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] — I'll catch up with you next
week to see how things are progressing.

Have a good weekend!

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Delivery | Active Scotland
Q@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Sent: 13 June 2025 10:13
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>




Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Energy costs question

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
A couple of weeks would be ideal, it just depends on whether the information is
readily available.

I'll progress my end and keep you informed.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Head of Facilities | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

t: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | f: 0141 534 6501 | m: [redacted s.38(1)(b)

(personal information)]
w: www.sportscotland.org.uk

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

Sent: 13 June 2025 10:00

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Energy costs question

No worries [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] — | thought you might still be
away, thanks for getting back to me.

[redacted out of scope]

On ice rinks that would be great if you could ask [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]

In terms of timing, what do you think is a reasonable time frame to get this info from
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] etc (and for you to get to us)? It’s for the
First Minister’s office, so | need to let them know today when | can get it to them for (I think
| could ask for a couple of weeks if that sounds feasible?).

Many thanks!
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Delivery | Active Scotland
Q@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot



From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Sent: 13 June 2025 09:53

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Energy costs question

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

My apologies for not getting back to you on this. [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]

There is a certain complexity to the question being asked.

[redacted out of scope]

Ice Rinks

I'll ask [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] from the Scottish Ice Rink

Association to provide this information for ice rinks.

This should be relatively easy to source given how critical an issue it has been for
owners and operators of ice rinks over the past 3 or 4 years.

When do you need this information by?
Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Head of Facilities | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

t: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | f: 0141 534 6501 | m: [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

Sent: 13 June 2025 09:20

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Energy costs question

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Just following up on the below.

Thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Delivery | Active Scotland
@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Sent: 11 June 2025 14:11

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: Energy costs question

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Hope you had a great holiday!

Do you have any detailed information on energy costs and challenges being experienced by
ice rinks [redacted out of scope] to hand? Specifically hoping to have data that highlights

increase in energy costs (ideally over a time series) and where these costs fall/how they are
met? If you don’t, I'm happy to go to [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

to ask for it. It’s for a Ministerial commission so very grateful if you could get back to me to
let me know either way.

Cheers and obviously happy to chat if helpful
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Head of Delivery | Active Scotland

@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Y®[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot



EMAIL CHAIN 5

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 05 September 2025 09:45

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

See attached Local Government Finance lines and possible supplementary
qguestions.

Cheers
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 04 September 2025 11:41

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: FW: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

No problem in leading on the PQ. | was wondering first of all, if you thought the best
Minister to answer would be Minister for Drugs, Alcohol Policy and Sport or Local
Government Minister — Grateful if you could advise what you think would be best.

We will cover off the Elgin Ice Rink angle in supplementary etc — | was wondering if
you could provide any appropriate information you think would be required from
Local Government side to me by noon on Monday 8" September 2025 and | will
start pulling together a response.

Thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 03 September 2025 17:01
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; PQ/FMQ Team



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

| suspect you’re right — we can take.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] - Please allocate to [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] (copied).

Many thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Delivery | Active Scotland

@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

| “®[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 03 September 2025 16:56

To: PQ/FMQ Team <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Can | just test [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

(or [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

as per the out of office) and [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] view on this
one?

On face value | accept it could sit with us but | suspect this is to do with the closure
of Elgin Ice Rink in which case it may make more sense to sit with sports colleagues
with a major input from us.

(11) Tim Eagle MSP on X: "It is so important to secure the future of Elgin's ice rink.
But this is part of a wider problem. Sports and leisure facilities of all kinds across
Scotland are at risk and | will be pushing the Scottish Government to do more to
ensure their future. https://t.co/NCqJ4Gzqdx" / X

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Local Government Finance

Local Government & Analytical Services Division
3-G (N)

Victoria Quay

Leith

EH6 6QQ

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Please note that | do not work Mondays.

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of
PQ/FMQ Team

Sent: 03 September 2025 16:49

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: PQ/FMQ Team <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Hi all,

Hope you're well.



Please see below General Oral PQ and comments from [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] — grateful if you could advise on who we could allocate to.

Kind regards
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] (she/her)
PQ/FMQ Officer

Central Correspondence Unit

Email: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot
Improving Public Engagement Division (IPED)

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 03 September 2025 16:46

To: PQ/FMQ Team <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.29(1)(a) (formation or development of Scottish Government policy)]
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Regeneration Investment Manager
The Scottish Government

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of
PQ/FMQ Team

Sent: 03 September 2025 16:35

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: PQ/FMQ Team <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Subject: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Dear Colleagues



General Oral Parliamentary Question(s)

Please see the General Oral PQ(s) which we feel may best sit with your
area. Grateful if you can confirm who we should allocate to on the PQ
Tracker.

4. Tim Eagle: To ask the Scottish Government what support it can offer to help local
authorities protect council-run and arm’s-length external organisation-run community
facilities. (S60-04917)

PQ deadline is — 12 Noon Tuesday

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE PQ/FMQ TEAM DO NOT SET DEADLINES
AND IF AN EXTENSION IS REQUIRED THIS SHOULD BE
REQUESTED DIRECTLY FROM MINISTERIAL PRIVATE OFFICE.
THANK YOU.

In the event that your policy area are unable to action, we would request
that you widen the copy list to include colleagues who may be better
placed to lead. This should help avoid unnecessary email traffic whilst
maintaining an audit trail for the PQ/FMQ Team purposes.

Kind regards

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
PQ & FMQ Performance Manager
Central Correspondence Unit



EMAIL CHAIN 6

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of
Minister for Public Finance

Sent: 05 September 2025 09:17

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)|@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance
<MinisterPF@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Considering the opening question’s emphasis on local authorities, Ms Robison
(Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government) would be the appropriate
minister to answer.

Thanks,

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Assistant Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local
Government — Shona Robison MSP

Scottish Government | St Andrew's House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
E: CabSecFLG@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 04 September 2025 15:03

To: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: FW: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

PS/Minister for Public Finance,

Please find the below Oral PQ in which | am leading on. We are working with Local
Government colleagues on this. We think an emphasis will be on the closure of
Elgin Ice rink, hence | am leading on covering the sporting angle.

| was wondering if you thought Mr McKee would be appropriate Minister to answer
given the opening question.



The PQ is due on Tuesday 9" September 2025, so | just thought | would confirm
which would be appropriate Minister to answer from the outset and can take it from
there.

Grateful for your thoughts.

Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



EMAIL CHAIN 7

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 04 September 2025 13:16

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

That’s a good question and | don’t know the answer but | might tempted to ask the
POs and I'd probably start with Mr McKee.

I’m going to ask [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] if he doesn’t mind pulling
together our standard lines on the settlement overall and the support for services
lines covering his list area with a focus on Moray first. Hope that’s ok.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Head of Local Government Finance

Local Government & Analytical Services Division
3-G (N)

Victoria Quay

Leith

EH6 6QQ

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 04 September 2025 11:41

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>
Subject: FW: General Oral PQ - S60-04917 - Due 12 Noon Tuesday

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

No problem in leading on the PQ. | was wondering first of all, if you thought the best
Minister to answer would be Minister for Drugs, Alcohol Policy and Sport or Local
Government Minister — Grateful if you could advise what you think would be best.



We will cover off the Elgin Ice Rink angle in supplementary etc — | was wondering if
you could provide any appropriate information you think would be required from
Local Government side to me by noon on Monday 8" September 2025 and | will
start pulling together a response.

Thanks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



EMAIL CHAIN 8

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 21 July 2025 16:42

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; Minister for Business and
Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG Economy [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Request for Briefing | Ice Rinks

Good Afternoon

Minister for Business and Employment has asked for an update on any Scottish
Government involvement in ice rinks energy costs.

Background

e There are currently significant challenges facing sports facilities in Scotland,
and energy dense facilities like ice rinks are particularly affected by increasing
energy prices. Recent closures and threatened closures have had an impact
of the availability of ice in Scotland. The Scottish Government is committed to
working with Scottish Curling, local authorities, and other key stakeholders for
collaborative solutions to the current challenges.

e The current economic situation poses unprecedented challenges to ice rinks
across Scotland. It is becoming more and more expensive to run, maintain,
and refurbish facilities due to rising energy costs, compounded by the fact that
many facilities are not energy efficient. The key issue is the need for
investment by the owners/operators in their facilities to protect and maintain
them for the long-term.

e The First Minister held a reception at Bute House on 20 May 2025 following
Team Mouat’s Scotland team winning the World Men’s Curling Championship
title. At this reception Scottish Curling discussed the issue of energy costs and
the impact they are having on rinks around Scotland.

Current situation with Ice Rinks

e Curl Aberdeen: The Ice Rink in Aberdeen has recently reported that rising
energy costs threaten its future.

e Moray Ice Rink announced on 21 July 2025 that the facility will close from the
04 August 2025.



e Ayr Ice Rink: The rink closed permanently in September 2023 due to rising
energy costs. The rink was home to curling, figure skating, and ice hockey
clubs. No buyer has yet been found for the facility.

e Braehead (Glasgow): The rink at Intu’s Braehead closed in 2019 due to
declining user numbers and it could no longer subsidise the facility.

e Dewars (Perth): Perth and Kinross Council announced plans in January 2024
to remove curling from the Dewars Centre. Plans for a new £61m facility,
which includes an eight-lane swimming pool, will be built on the site of the
Thimblerow car park in the city centre. No ice provision has been included in
the new proposal, but discussions continue to take place. Following an initial
contact by Perth and Kinross Council, sportscotland have engaged with
interested parties both collectively and individually. sportscotland’s aim in
these conversations has been to ensure all relevant data and information is
available to all those involved, leading to an improved quality of conversation,
and ultimately better-informed decisions. sportscotland have encouraged
ongoing and responsible dialogue, avoiding confrontation, and with the aim of
finding solutions. In addition to this role, sportscotland bring expertise in
sports facilities planning and design. sportscotland will continue to provide
advice and guidance to support all stakeholders to find a way forward.

¢ Inverness Ice Centre: In 2023 and 2024, the ice rink went ice-free for a period
of three months (April — June). The move is part of Inverness Ice Centre's
efforts to stay in business. Like many of Scotland's rinks, Inverness has seen
its energy bill increase massively.

Next steps

e Following the reception at Bute House officials have been investigating the
mechanisms for sports and leisure facilities to be included in energy discount
schemes, recognising that energy prices are a reserved matter. Work remains
ongoing, and updates will be provided to the Minister in due course.

e sportscotland’s facilities team are currently analysing the impact of closures
on curling in Scotland.

e To inform our understanding of the current landscape with sports facilities,
including ice rinks, in Scotland we have asked sportscotland to undertake a
review of the sports facilities estate and this review will be published later this
year.

Reactive lines

e We know that energy dense facilities, like ice rinks, have been particularly
effected by the rising energy prices and the cost of living crisis.

e We will continue to work with sportscotland, Scottish Curling, local authorities
and other key stakeholders to find innovative collective solutions to ensure the
right facilities are in the right places.

e Given that the levers to directly respond to these specific challenges are
reserved, we continue to urge the UK Government to use all the powers at its
disposal to tackle the energy crisis.

Thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Triage and Policy Officer | Active Scotland Unit | Scottish Government | Area 1B South |
Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ

Q@[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 21 July 2025 13:14

To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Request for Briefing | Ice Rinks

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Copying [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] and [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] over in Active Scotland on the chain.

Thanks for your e-mail. | think colleagues in Active Scotland will likely be able to
provide some further information for the Minister on this. I'm picking up on Teams
with colleagues and will provide a further update once we’ve clarified who can
support on this policy area.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Broadband Policy

Digital Connectivity Division

Digital Directorate, Scottish Government

[=] 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
@DigConnectScot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for
Business and Employment

Sent: 21 July 2025 12:08

To: DG Economy [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>

Subject: Request for Briefing | Ice Rinks




Good afternoon,

The Minister has asked for an urgent note today on any Scottish Government
involvement in ice rinks energy costs. The Minister recalls a conversation at the
Forfar Indoor Sports facility that he visited last week where this was mentioned. The
Minister has also queried which Minister would lead on this issue?

Copying in colleagues who supported the visit last week and Minister for Drugs,
Alcohol Policy and Sport as well.

Grateful for confirmation this has been picked up.
Many thanks.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



EMAIL CHAIN 9

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for
Business and Employment

Sent: 21 July 2025 17:24

To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; DG Economy <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Cc: Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Request for Briefing | Ice Rinks

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

The Minister has asked for any more detail on what the scale of any energy discount
scheme would have - how significant is this where it does apply?

Thanks,

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Assistant Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

M: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Email: DEMCSEG@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for
Business and Employment

Sent: 21 July 2025 16:48

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; DG Economy <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal

information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs
and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Request for Briefing | Ice Rinks

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Thanks to colleagues for pulling this together at pace today.



Many thanks,

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Deputy Private Secretary
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Sent: 21 July 2025 16:42
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>; Minister for Business and
Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG Economy <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

ov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] @gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DEMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Request for Briefing | Ice Rinks

Good Afternoon
Minister for Business and Employment has asked for an update on any Scottish
Government involvement in ice rinks energy costs.

Background
e There are currently significant challenges facing sports facilities in Scotland,

and energy dense facilities like ice rinks are particularly affected by increasing
energy prices. Recent closures and threatened closures have had an impact
of the availability of ice in Scotland. The Scottish Government is committed to
working with Scottish Curling, local authorities, and other key stakeholders for
collaborative solutions to the current challenges.

e The current economic situation poses unprecedented challenges to ice rinks
across Scotland. It is becoming more and more expensive to run, maintain,
and refurbish facilities due to rising energy costs, compounded by the fact that
many facilities are not energy efficient. The key issue is the need for
investment by the owners/operators in their facilities to protect and maintain
them for the long-term.

e The First Minister held a reception at Bute House on 20 May 2025 following
Team Mouat’s Scotland team winning the World Men’s Curling Championship
title. At this reception Scottish Curling discussed the issue of energy costs and
the impact they are having on rinks around Scotland.

Current situation with Ice Rinks

e Curl Aberdeen: The Ice Rink in Aberdeen has recently reported that rising
energy costs threaten its future.

e Moray Ice Rink announced on 21 July 2025 that the facility will close from the
04 August 2025.




Ayr Ice Rink: The rink closed permanently in September 2023 due to rising
energy costs. The rink was home to curling, figure skating, and ice hockey
clubs. No buyer has yet been found for the facility.

Braehead (Glasgow): The rink at Intu’s Braehead closed in 2019 due to
declining user numbers and it could no longer subsidise the facility.

Dewars (Perth): Perth and Kinross Council announced plans in January 2024
to remove curling from the Dewars Centre. Plans for a new £61m facility,
which includes an eight-lane swimming pool, will be built on the site of the
Thimblerow car park in the city centre. No ice provision has been included in
the new proposal, but discussions continue to take place. Following an initial
contact by Perth and Kinross Council, sportscotland have engaged with
interested parties both collectively and individually. sportscotland’s aim in
these conversations has been to ensure all relevant data and information is
available to all those involved, leading to an improved quality of conversation,
and ultimately better-informed decisions. sportscotland have encouraged
ongoing and responsible dialogue, avoiding confrontation, and with the aim of
finding solutions. In addition to this role, sportscotland bring expertise in
sports facilities planning and design. sportscotland will continue to provide
advice and guidance to support all stakeholders to find a way forward.
Inverness Ice Centre: In 2023 and 2024, the ice rink went ice-free for a period
of three months (April — June). The move is part of Inverness Ice Centre's
efforts to stay in business. Like many of Scotland's rinks, Inverness has seen
its energy bill increase massively.

Next steps

Following the reception at Bute House officials have been investigating the
mechanisms for sports and leisure facilities to be included in energy discount
schemes, recognising that energy prices are a reserved matter. Work remains
ongoing, and updates will be provided to the Minister in due course.
sportscotland’s facilities team are currently analysing the impact of closures
on curling in Scotland.

To inform our understanding of the current landscape with sports facilities,
including ice rinks, in Scotland we have asked sportscotland to undertake a
review of the sports facilities estate and this review will be published later this
year.

Reactive lines

We know that energy dense facilities, like ice rinks, have been particularly
effected by the rising energy prices and the cost of living crisis.

We will continue to work with sportscotland, Scottish Curling, local authorities
and other key stakeholders to find innovative collective solutions to ensure the
right facilities are in the right places.

Given that the levers to directly respond to these specific challenges are
reserved, we continue to urge the UK Government to use all the powers at its
disposal to tackle the energy crisis.

Thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Triage and Policy Officer | Active Scotland Unit | Scottish Government | Area 1B South |
Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot



EMAIL CHAIN 10

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Sent: 22 July 2025 11:37

To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Subject: FW: URGENT: Ice Rink Closure — Moray Leisure Centre (Case Ref: RL42486)

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
I’'ve provided some lines below.

If helpful, we’d be happy to take a look at the draft response and comment on that further before
you issue it.

sportscotland position

We recognise the impact that rising energy prices is having on sports organisations, as well as
households and other businesses across the country. We also recognise there are significant
challenges facing the sporting system, as operational, energy, building, materials and transport costs
continue to rise rapidly — particularly over the past 3 years. This continues to place real pressure on
our partners’ finite resources, impacting on their ability to maintain existing and develop new
infrastructure, while efforts to meet net zero carbon targets continue to add to this pressure.

Ice rinks continue to be areas of significant risk due to their high energy consumption and related
staffing costs. Whilst mitigation measures are being invested in across the ice rink estate, including
the installation of more energy efficient systems, it is an ageing estate across much of Scotland
requiring significant investment to maintain and upgrade these facilities to ensure they are
sustainable going forward.

sportscotland has been in dialogue with Moray Leisure, Scottish Curling and key partners, to
understand the current situation at the local level. It is vital that partners at a local level work
together to explore all avenues and approaches to support local sport and leisure facilities.

sportscotland has and will continue to raise and discuss these issues with Scottish Government to
highlight the significant challenges that facility owners and operators and the wider sporting sector
face and consider how they can best be supported.

Additional background information

Energy Costs

See previous response to a PQ on the issue: Written question and answer: S6W-19524 | Scottish
Parliament Website

Facilities Estate Review
We have an ageing sports facilities estate in Scotland that needs significant investment to upgrade
and maintain it to ensure it is fit for purpose for the long-term.

Whilst financial pressures continue to drive uncertainty over its immediate future, there is a need to
undertake a review of the sports facilities estate to consider the longer term. This has also been
encouraged by the Minister in her Strategic Guidance letter.



sportscotland is aware that this is a significant undertaking and have developed a phased approach
to the review, as follows:

e Initially, sportscotland will establish a high-level summary of the changes from the previous
national audit of the sports facilities estate undertaken in 2006. This phase will focus on the
current age, condition and location of all facility types included in the previous audit
(excluding schools and commercial facilities). Swimming pools will also be excluded as they
are currently the subject of a separate review jointly funded by Scottish Swimming and
sportscotland.

e The previous audit highlighted a cost of £110m pa (2006 prices) of investment to upgrade
and maintain all sports facilities over a 25-year period. This phase will provide an update on
progress.

e sportscotland will also use this phase to scope the more detailed next phase of the review of
the sports facilities estate. Whilst one objective will be to establish the overall cost to
upgrade and maintain the sports facilities estate to a satisfactory standard for the next 25
years, there is a need to translate this work to local planning for the estate. The school
estate will be an integral part of the next phase.

e [redacted s.30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)]We were asked for energy
cost data on [redacted not in scope]and ice rinks a number of weeks ago by Active
Scotland, who were responding to a request from the FMs office. Could you share that
response with me — I've not seen it.

e We have gathered data on both of these facility types for our estate review (the review of
the swimming pool estate contains useful data) however the data is a moment in time
rather than providing a trend over a number of years. We have however followed up on this:

o Ice Rinks
= We followed up with SIRA and Scottish Curling for data over the past 5
years. We got a fair amount of data back [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)] before we could present it in a more orderly way. We need
to pick up with [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] as a
matter of urgency.
[redacted out of scope]
It’s crucial we have this kind of data to hand as | would expect it will continue to be needed when
closures are considered or announced

Previous Financial Support

While we were pleased to be able to administer financial support to ice rink operators during the
pandemic, thanks to additional investment from Scottish Government, we recognise significant
challenges remain. You will be aware that sportscotland and Scottish Government engaged with
both [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] and ice rink operators in 2023 [redacted
s.30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)]

In general, our Sport Facilities Fund (SFF) is our mechanism to support capital projects that create or
improve places where people take part in sport and physical activity. Our current capital budget
through SFF for 2025-26 is £2.5million. This is funded entirely from our lottery revenue. We do not

currently receive any capital budget from Scottish Government.

Thanks,

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]



[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] | Government Liaison Officer | sportscotland
Doges | Templeton on the Green | 62 Templeton Street | Glasgow | G40 1DA

w: www.sportscotland.org.uk

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot>

Sent: 22 July 2025 10:20

To: Policy Enquiry <[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @sportscotland.org.uk>
Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: URGENT: Ice Rink Closure — Moray Leisure Centre (Case Ref: RL42486)

Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Please see below item of correspondence regarding Moray Ice Rink from Mr
Lochhead, we have been asked to fast track the response. Happy to have a chat
about the current situation.

Thanks
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Triage and Policy Officer | Active Scotland Unit | Scottish Government | Area 1B South |
Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] @gov.scot

From: Richard Lochhead MSP <richard.lochhead.msp@parliament.scot>

Sent: 21 July 2025 16:01

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Cc: graham.leadbitter.mp@parliament.uk

Subject: URGENT: Ice Rink Closure — Moray Leisure Centre (Case Ref: RL42486)

Dear Kate
URGENT: Ice Rink Closure — Moray Leisure Centre

Moray Leisure Centre, the operators of the ice rink in my constituency, have announced that they will
be permanently closing the ice rink from the 4 August in light of spiralling energy costs.

This news is very concerning news and a big blow locally. The ice rink is incredibly popular with
families and has thriving curling, ice hockey and figure skating communities that use the ice rink on a
regular basis for practice, matches and events. As part of this, there are also a variety of different
clubs offering lessons in these sports ensuring we have new generations accessing these sports and
the ice.

As the only ice rink in Moray, this news is devastating and removes a well used local facility for many
in Moray who regularly use the rink. This would leave the ice rinks in Inverness and Aberdeen as the
closest ice rinks to Moray but many will be unable to access these rinks due to long travel involved.
As you will also appreciate, many younger users routinely practice on the rink early in the morning
before school which will unsustainable in the long term or simply not be an option if they have no



option but to travel to Inverness or Aberdeen to access an ice rink.

Moray Leisure Centre have made clear that the doubling of their energy costs led to the board
reviewing the full operation at the leisure centre with the decision taken to close the ice rink which
generates the least amount of income and consumes the most energy. | am also aware that the
leisure centre are working with Moray Council to implement energy saving measures across the site
but these improvements will not deliver the scale of savings required.

In the meantime | intend to meet Moray Leisure Centre’s Management in the coming days but | would
be grateful if you could advise if there is anything the Scottish Government can do to help Moray
Leisure Centre and set out how the Scottish Government can support Moray and Scotland’s ice rinks
that are such high users of energy?

Thank you for your attention and | look forward to hearing from you.

With my best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Richard

Richard Lochhead MSP for Moray
Moray Constituency Office | 80 South Street | Elgin | Moray | IV30 1JG

T: 01343 545077 | E: Richard.Lochhead.msp@parliament.scot
X: @RichardLochhead | Facebook: @RichardLochheadMSP




FOI 202500483490
DOCUMENT 2
CORRESPONDENCE ITEM 1

From: Rt Hon Stephen Flynn MP <stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk>

Sent: 24 July 2025 15:18

To: Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>
Subject: Constituent Concerns - Support for Scottish Curling (Case Ref: SF19492)

Dear Maree,
RE: Scottish Curling Support

I am writing to you on behalf of a constituent who has recently written to me regarding support for
Scottish Curling. Please find their email to me below for your reference.

| understand that my constituent’s concern for Scottish Curling was sparked by the recent
announcement that Moray Leisure Centre would be closing the Ice Rink.

My constituent has advised me that they are worried the high cost of energy will result in more Ice
Rinks closing which poses a risk to Scottish Curling.

On behalf of my constituent, | would be grateful for your consideration of their concerns.
Many thanks for your assistance. | look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Kind regards,
Stephen

Stephen Flynn
MP for Aberdeen South

Enc:

Unfortunately the situation in Elgin is not unique and curling rinks across Scotland are under
considerable threat, primarily due to high energy costs. This comes 6 months months in advance of
the Winter Olympics when both the men’s and women’s curling teams are projected to do well giving
GB/ Scotland a much sought after positive image abroad. This continuous strength will be
considerably threatened if we loose or weaken grass roots curling

| appreciate you have little influence on national energy cost but | wonder if through your contact with
the Scottish government some way could be found to help this long established national sport. Also
do you know of any way the Scottish based energy companies can help indirectly ?

Best wishes



RESPONSE

Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
Ministear airson Poileasaidh Dhrogaichean is na Dibhe
agus Spors
WP 4 | Scottish Government
> 4 Riaghaltas na h-Alba
N gov.scot

Maree Todd MSP
Maree Todd BPA

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Stephen Flynn MP
stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk

Our Reference: 202500477388
Your Reference: SF19492

4 September 2025
Dear Stephen,

Thank you for your email of 24 July 2025 regarding ice rinks and your constituent’s
concerns over the future of ice rinks in Scotland.

As you will be aware, the Scottish Government places great importance on sport and
leisure facilities, such as ice rinks. They are crucial to the overall wellbeing of the nation
and particularly to those who use them regularly. | appreciate that there will be
significant concern felt in the curling community following the announcement around the
future of Elgin ice rink.

We are aware of the challenging financial circumstances that face energy dense sports
and leisure facilities, and | note that Moray Leisure Trust has stated that the closure of
Elgin ice rink is as a result of increasing energy costs. The UK Government have the
ability to provide appropriate energy bill relief to facilities that require it, and we will
consider how we continue to raise these concerns with them.

| will shortly be meeting with sportscotland and Scottish Curling to discuss the
challenges faced by ice rinks in Scotland.

Yours sincerely



MAREE TODD



CORRESPONDENCE ITEM 2

From: Richard Lochhead MSP

Sent: 23 July 2025 10:21

To: Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport

Subject: Meeting request - Moray Leisure Centre Ice Rink Closure

Dear Maree
Meeting request - Moray Leisure Centre Ice Rink Closure

I am writing following the announcement earlier this week that Moray Leisure Centre is set to
permanently close its ice rink facility on 4" August, citing rising energy costs as the reason for closure.

As you will expect, this news has come as a huge blow to the many clubs and teams that rely on the
ice rink for training and competition, as well as the wider community.

I’'m aware that Moray Leisure Centre is not alone in struggling with the rising costs of running ice
facilities and that other centres across the country have faced challenges.

I’d be very keen to meet to discuss the situation facing Moray’s ice community, as well as the wider
national picture, and what can be done to support these important sporting facilities. | hope our offices
can arrange a meeting as soon as possible.

Thank you for your attention and | look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,

Richard

Richard Lochhead MSP for Moray

Moray Constituency Office | 80 South Street | Elgin | Moray | IV30 1JG
t: 01343 545077 | e: richard.lochhead.msp @parliament.scot

Twitter: @RichardLochhead

facebook.com/RichardLochheadMSP

From: Richard Lochhead MSP

Sent: 21 July 2025 16:01

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic

Cc: graham.leadbitter.mp@parliament.uk

Subject: URGENT: Ice Rink Closure — Moray Leisure Centre (Case Ref: RL42486)

Dear Kate
URGENT: Ice Rink Closure — Moray Leisure Centre

Moray Leisure Centre, the operators of the ice rink in my constituency, have announced that they will
be permanently closing the ice rink from the 4 August in light of spiralling energy costs.

This news is very concerning news and a big blow locally. The ice rink is incredibly popular with
families and has thriving curling, ice hockey and figure skating communities that use the ice rink on a
regular basis for practice, matches and events. As part of this, there are also a variety of different
clubs offering lessons in these sports ensuring we have new generations accessing these sports and



the ice.

As the only ice rink in Moray, this news is devastating and removes a well used local facility for many
in Moray who regularly use the rink. This would leave the ice rinks in Inverness and Aberdeen as the
closest ice rinks to Moray but many will be unable to access these rinks due to long travel involved.
As you will also appreciate, many younger users routinely practice on the rink early in the morning
before school which will unsustainable in the long term or simply not be an option if they have no
option but to travel to Inverness or Aberdeen to access an ice rink.

Moray Leisure Centre have made clear that the doubling of their energy costs led to the board
reviewing the full operation at the leisure centre with the decision taken to close the ice rink which
generates the least amount of income and consumes the most energy. | am also aware that the
leisure centre are working with Moray Council to implement energy saving measures across the site
but these improvements will not deliver the scale of savings required.

In the meantime | intend to meet Moray Leisure Centre’s Management in the coming days but | would
be grateful if you could advise if there is anything the Scottish Government can do to help Moray
Leisure Centre and set out how the Scottish Government can support Moray and Scotland’s ice rinks
that are such high users of energy?

Thank you for your attention and | look forward to hearing from you.
With my best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Richard

Richard Lochhead MSP for Moray
Moray Constituency Office | 80 South Street | Elgin | Moray | IV30 1JG

T: 01343 545077 | E: Richard.Lochhead.msp@parliament.scot
X: @RichardLochhead | Facebook: @RichardLochheadMSP



RESPONSE

Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
Ministear airson Poileasaidh Dhrogaichean is na Dibhe
agus Spors
WP 4 | Scottish Government
> 4 Riaghaltas na h-Alba
N gov.scot

Maree Todd MSP
Maree Todd BPA

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Richard Lochhead MSP
richard.lochhead.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202500476981
20 August 2025
Dear Richard,

Thank you for your correspondence of 23 July 2025, requesting a meeting with Maree
Todd MSP, Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport.

Ms Todd would be delighted to meet with you and has suggested that the meeting
includes Scottish Curling to allow for a full discussion of the curling landscape in
Scotland.

We be grateful if you can contact MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot to make the necessary
arrangements.

Yours sincerely

Wemean oo o T E (BB S



CORRESPONDENCE ITEM 3

From: Vincent Bryson < [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@scottishcurling.org>
Sent: 22 July 2025 10:53

To: Lochhead R (Richard), MSP <Richard.Lochhead.msp@parliament.scot>; Forbes Dunlop <
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@sportscotland.org.uk>; Todd M (Maree), MSP
<Maree.Todd.msp@parliament.scot>

Subject: Moray Ice Rink

Good morning Minister, good morning Richard & Forbes.

I'm writing about yesterdays closure which caught us completely unawares and also
the long term path out of this situation regarding ice rinks and their viability.

Richard & Maree - it's important you know how supportive and helpful sportscotland
have been and I'm speaking with [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]of the
facilities team there this afternoon regarding a number of topics around clarity of ice
rink performance - both public and private sector. The "levers" sportscotland have
access to have always responded well for curling and the team should be applauded.

One of the difficulties | have is speaking as a curling body on behalf of all ice sports and
the lobbying & connecting required alongside our day to day activities.

| can make a case for curling with a degree of insight but | cannot make a case for allice
sports with the same depth of knowledge.

Would it be possible to have a tripartite conversation amongst us regarding how we
solve this problem of energy consumption and tariffs in an innovative manner? Scottish
Curling is more than happy to lead from the sporting side but our ice sport equivalents
in Scotland don't have the same level of governance and organizational rigour which
curling has.

The ice rink estate is desperately keen to find a solution and nothing is off the table in
terms of innovative practice or delivery. Scotlands place as a world leader in curling is
rivaled only by Canada but we haven't built a rink in 20 years so we are staring into the
unknown.

Any opportunity to carve a path forward is something we are keen to be part of and |
would appreciate any audience you can offer.

Vincent Bryson
Chief Executive
Scottish Curling



RESPONSE

Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
Ministear airson Poileasaidh Dhrogaichean is na Dibhe
agus Spors
WP 4 | Scottish Government
> 4 Riaghaltas na h-Alba
N gov.scot

Maree Todd MSP
Maree Todd BPA

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Vincent Bryson
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@scottishcurling.org

Our Reference: 202500476843

11 August 2025

Dear Vincent,

Thank you for your correspondence of 22 July 2025 to Maree Todd MSP, Minister for
Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport regarding the current difficult situation with ice rinks

in Scotland.

Ms Todd would like to meet with both you and Richard Lochhead MSP to discuss the
current issues.

We be grateful if you can contact MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot to make the necessary
arrangements.

Yours sincerely

OFFICE OF MINISTER FOR DRUGS AND ALCOHOL POLICY AND SPORT
M: Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport

INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ | BX@disability

: 5 Z B confident
We invest in people Silver iR




CORRESPONDENCE ITEM 4

John Swinney MSP
First Minister
Scottish Government

Our ref: DR/TM/8364
Moray Leisure Centre Ice Rink

I’m writing after learning that the ice rink at Moray Leisure Centre is set to close and
jobs will be lost as a result.

The Board of Management have stated that the spiralling cost of energy and other
factors have forced them to make this decision on a financial basis.

However, this much-valued facility which is important to the local community cannot
be allowed to close, due to the number of clubs and groups and individuals (skaters,
curlers, ice-hockey players etc) who rely on it for their training, many of whom have had
not just local and national, but international success which is due to them having this
facility to train on.

Canl ask that you look at doing whatever needs to be done to support and actively
assist Moray leisure Centre to enable them to keep this valuable facility open.

I look forward to your response on this important matter.

Regard
Douglas

- -
" '
. '
" '
. '
. '
. '
" '

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Caseworker
Offices of Douglas Ross MSP and Tim Eagle MSP

(Highlands & Islands)

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]|@parliament.scot
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RESPONSE

Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport
Ministear airson Poileasaidh Dhrogaichean is na Dibhe
agus Spors
WP 4 | Scottish Government
> 4 Riaghaltas na h-Alba
N gov.scot

Maree Todd MSP
Maree Todd BPA

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Douglas Ross MSP
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@Parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202500476780
Your Reference: DR/TM/8364

11 September 2025
Dear Douglas,

Thank you for your email of 24 July 2025 regarding Elgin ice rink, please allow me to
apologise for the delay in responding.

As you will be aware, the Scottish Government places great importance on sport and
leisure facilities, such as ice rinks. They are crucial to the overall wellbeing of the nation
and particularly to those who use them regularly. | appreciate that there will be
significant disappointment felt in the community following the announcement
surrounding the future of the ice rink.

| understand that there has been a decision that there will be an initial two month
closure to alleviate immediate pressures and to provide time to explore potential
solutions to provide a sustainable future for the ice rink. It is vital that during this time
that partners at a local level work together to explore all avenues and approaches
available to keep the ice rink in operation.

We are aware of the challenging financial circumstances that face energy dense sports
and leisure facilities, and that Moray Leisure Trust has stated that the closure of Elgin
icerink is as a result of increasing energy costs. The UK Government have the ability to



provide appropriate energy bill relief to facilities that require it, and we will consider
how we continue to raise these concerns with them.

sportscotland are engaging with Moray Leisure, Scottish Curling, and key partners, to

understand the current situation at the local level and | will shortly be meeting with
sportscotland and Scottish Curling to discuss the challenges faced by ice rinks in

Scotland.

Yours sincerely

MAREE TODD



CORRESPONDENCE ITEM 5

Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport

[redacted s.38(1)(b)
(personal information)]
15t July 2025

Dear Ms Todd

The members of [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Curling Club wish to
express their dismay at the news of the closure of another ice rink in Scotland. Elgin in
Moray follows on from Ayr and Braehead in Glasgow.

Curling is one of our national sports. It is the only sport where Scotland is ranked
number one in the world; where we are world champions and where we have sent
a team to win gold medals for Britain at the Olympics. Yet instead of supporting
this world-wide reputation, we seem to be cutting the sport off at the roots. How
can we maintain our world class achievements if we allow this to happen?

The hike in energy prices had an impact on every household and business and some
steps were put in place to alleviate this. Can you imagine the effect it has had on ice
rinks with their refrigeration plants running full time? Can the Scottish government not
step in to help save our best sporting activity?

This year, | am proud to have been elected President of [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal
information)]CC and, [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)], | have seen the
benefits curling can bring. As with any sport, it improves physical and mental health but
curling must be one of the only sports where anyone from around eight to well into their
eighties can play in the same team as wheelchair curlers. Grandchildren can compete
with or against their grandparents! Teams can be mixed in any format. [redacted
s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

The sport of curling is the sport where we excel in the eyes of the world. | hope in your
role as Minister of Sport for Scotland, you can find ways to give curling support in any
way you can, be it financial, raising awareness, encouraging TV coverage and
supporting it at grass roots level. If the grass roots disappear as in the closures of Elgin
Ice Rink, how can we maintain curling at our elite standard?

Scottish teams are again about to represent Britain in the Winter Olympics and hopefully
to win more medals for our country. Please give the sport of curling, grass roots curlers
and ice rinks in Scotland your utmost support. The acclaim it has brought to Scotland
merits it.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
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[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Our Reference: 202500478127
27 August 2025
Dear [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Thank you for your letter of 25 July 2025 to Maree Todd MSP, Minister for Drugs and
Alcohol Policy and Sport regarding the current challenges with ice rinks in Scotland
which |, as part of Active Scotland have been asked to respond to.

The Scottish Government places great importance on sport and leisure facilities, such
as icerinks. They are crucial to the overall wellbeing of the nation and particularly to
those who use them regularly. | appreciate that there will be significant concern feltin
the curling community surrounding the future of the ice rinks across Scotland.

I understand that there has now been a decision that there will be an initial two month
closure to alleviate immediate pressures and to provide time to explore potential
solutions to provide a sustainable future for the ice rink. It is vital that during this time
that partners at a local level work together to explore all avenues and approaches
available to keep the ice rink in operation.

I note that Moray Leisure Trust has stated that the closure is as a result of increasing
energy costs. The UK Government have the ability to provide appropriate energy bill
relief to facilities that require it, and we will consider how we continue to raise these
concerns with them.

The Scottish Government is committed to working with sportscotland, Scottish Curling
and local authority partners to ensure that there is adequate ice provision in Scotland
and itis vital that all avenues are explored to achieve this.

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
PHSI : ACTIVE SCOTLAND



CORRESPONDENCE ITEM 6

From: Secretary < [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Sent: 22 July 2025 16:20

To: Todd M (Maree), MSP <Maree.Todd.msp@parliament.scot>
Subject: Moray Leisure Centre Rink Closure

Importance: High

Dear Ms Todd,

| write to you as club secretary for [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]. | am
sure being sports minister you have already been made aware of the sudden
closure of our rink. This rink is a vital part of the community. There are a number of
ice users who use the ice. Our Hockey team are heading to Sweden in September
and our figure skaters have national competitions coming up. Without a rink to train
at our hockey players and figure skaters have lost their place to train therefore will
have forfiet events they have coming up which they have paid for and will not get
reimbursed.

| am urging you to meet with the clubs that use the rink as soon as possible to help
us come up with a solution to put to the board of MLC

Kind Regards

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Club Secretary
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DPH : POPULATION HEALTH STRATEGY AND IMPROVEMENT

Scottish Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba
gov.scot

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]

Our Reference: 202500478609
Your Reference: Moray Leisure Centre Rink Closure

28 August 2025
Dear [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
Thank you for your email of 22 July 2025 to Maree Todd MSP, Minister for Drugs and

Alcohol Policy and Sport regarding the Elgin Ice Rink which |, as part of Active Scotland
have been asked to respond to.



The Scottish Government places great importance on sport and leisure facilities, such
as icerinks. They are crucial to the overall wellbeing of the nation and particularly to
those who use them regularly. | appreciate that there will be significant concern felt in
the community surrounding the future of the ice rinks.

I understand that there has now been a decision that there will be an initial two month
closure to alleviate immediate pressures and to provide time to explore potential
solutions to provide a sustainable future for the ice rink. It is vital that during this time
that partners at a local level work together to explore all avenues and approaches
available to keep the ice rink in operation.

I note that Moray Leisure Trust has stated that the closure is as a result of increasing
energy costs. The UK Government have the ability to provide appropriate energy bill
relief to facilities that require it, and we will consider how we continue to raise these
concerns with them.

The Scottish Government is committed to working with sportscotland and local
authority partners to ensure that there is adequate ice provision in Scotland and itis

vital that all avenues are explored to achieve this.

Yours sincerely

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]
PHSI : ACTIVE SCOTLAND
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