
From:
Sent: 02 September 2025 07:31
To:
Subject: RE: Commission - UK Steel Council Briefing - contribution

Thanks  – really appreciate it 놴놲놵놶놷놳 
 

 
Policy OƯicer 
Supply Chains Innovation – Energy and Housing  
Economic Development Directorate 
Scottish Government  

 
 

From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: 01 September 2025 19:11 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Commission - UK Steel Council Briefing - contribution 
 

 
 
Sorry – we have had a lot on over the last couple of days with an urgent PQ and confirmation that 
Mr McKee will be making a statement to Parliament next week on GFG following the recent 
insolvency of Liberty Speciality Steels UK. 
 
I have updated lines below to reflect recent developments around LSSUK as I am sure this will be 
on the agenda for the Steel Council. Mr McKee is well aware of these issues and we will be 
briefing him further this week prior to the statement to Parliament. 
 

 
 
LIBERTY STEEL/GFG 
 

 The Scottish Government acted quickly in 2016 to support a transaction involving Tata 
Steel and Liberty House to ensure steel communities in Scotland had a future and to 
secure jobs at the site. 

 We have maintained contact with GFG on the global refinancing and UK restructuring. 
 On 21 August 2025, the Official Receiver took control of Liberty Speciality Steels UK 

(LSSUK) from GFG following a hearing at the High Court in London.  
 LSSUK is a separate company from Liberty Steel Dalzell Ltd (LSDL) and  

 
 

 The Liberty Steel Dalzell Plant at Motherwell has been operating intermittently due to 
market conditions.  

 Staff at Dalzell have been placed on a furlough type arrangement and are in receipt of a 
percentage of their salary. 

 Dalzell has now signed the Navantia contract. This is for 40,000 tonnes of metal to be 
delivered over the next four years to support the building of warships for the MOD. 
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 Plans are in place for Dalzell to resume operation in November. 
 The Clydebridge facility has been non-operational since 2022 and GFG is considering its 

strategic options for the site.   
 We are in close contact with the senior management at the GFG Group to discuss how and 

when operations at Dalzell can restart. 
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LOCHABER 
 

 GFG Alliance also own the Lochaber aluminium smelter and hydroelectric power plant 
following Scottish Government’s intervention in 2016. 

 The Lochaber businesses continue to perform well and support jobs in the region – 
underlining just how important our intervention was. 

 
 

From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: 01 September 2025 10:06 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Commission - UK Steel Council Briefing - contribution 
Importance: High 
 
Morning , 
 
Just following up on the ask below, grateful if you can have a quick look at the lines in the core 
brief for accuracy. 
 
I am aware that things are moving quickly with Liberty and that Mr McKee is well across the 
developments, the lines below were provided for the last Steel Council briefing in July, grateful if 
you could update as appropriate. 
 
LIBERTY STEEL/GFG 
 

 The Scottish Government acted quickly in 2016 to support a transaction involving Tata 
Steel and Liberty House to ensure steel communities in Scotland had a future and to 
secure jobs at the site. 

 We have maintained contact with GFG on the global refinancing and UK restructuring and 
we understand GFG remains in discussion with its creditors. 

 The Liberty Steel Dalzell Plant at Motherwell has been operating intermittently due to 
market conditions.  

 Staff at Dalzell have been placed on a furlough type arrangement and are in receipt of a 
percentage of their salary. 

 The Clydebridge facility has been non-operational since 2022 and GFG is considering its 
strategic options for the site.   

 We are in close contact with the senior management at the GFG Group that owns the steel 
facilities at Clydebridge and Motherwell to discuss how and when operations can restart. 
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LOCHABER 
 

 GFG Alliance also own the Lochaber aluminium smelter and hydroelectric power plant 
following Scottish Government’s intervention in 2016. 

 The Lochaber businesses continue to perform well and support jobs in the region – 
underlining just how important our intervention was. 

 
 
Grateful for a response by close of play today if possible, happy to chat if that is easier. 
 
Many thanks 

 
 

 
Policy OƯicer 
Supply Chains Innovation – Energy and Housing  
Economic Development Directorate 
Scottish Government  

 
 

From:   
Sent: 20 August 2025 09:57 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: Commission - UK Steel Council Briefing - contribution 
 
Morning , 
 
I am currently preparing a briefing for Mr McKee’s attendance at the UK Steel Council meeting on 
16 September and would be grateful if you could have a look at the lines on Liberty 
Dalzell/Lochaber in section 4 of the Steel Core brief to ensure that they are still relevant. 
 
150425 - SCI - Steel - Watching Brief - April 2025 (A52621914) 
 
Grateful for a response by 28 August if possible, happy to chat if that would be easier. 
 
Many thanks 

 
 
 

 
Policy OƯicer 
Supply Chains Innovation – Energy and Housing  
Economic Development Directorate 
Scottish Government  
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