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Your Reference: THE NATIONAL LIBRARY AND THE WOMEN WHO WOULDN'T WHEESHT

16 September 2025
Dear Susan Dalgety & Lucy Hunter Blackburn,

Thank you for your letter of 18 August 2025 inviting Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs & Culture to attend a meeting to discuss the decision made by the National
Library of Scotland's to not include The Women Who Wouldn't Wheesht book in the Dear Library
Exhibition. | am responding as Mr Robertson’s Private Secretary.

Unfortunately on this occasion the Cabinet Secretary will be unable to attend due to extreme pressures
on his diary. Mr Robertson has however noted the announcement made by the National Library of
Scotland on 4 September which stated that the book will be added to the Dear Library exhibition, which it
has, and as you recognise in your letter, he strongly supports freedom of expression as part of our
cultural life in Scotland.

Yours sincerely
[redacted — s.38(1)(b)(personal information)]

Private Secretary

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Ethel Writes

PUBLISHING WOMEN

Angus Robertson MSP
Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External A;airs and Culture
The Scottish Government

18 August 2025

Dear Mr Robertson

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND CENTENARY EXHIBITION: THE WOMEN WHO WOULDN’'T
WHEESHT

We write as the co-editors of The Women Who Wouldn’t Wheehst (Constable, 2024), a book
containing essays by 34 women from all walks of life. We attach the full list of authors.

You will doubtless be aware of the decision by the National Librarian to reverse the decision to
include the book in the National Library of Scotland’s centenary Dear Library exhibition, after
complaints were raised against it by some of the sta;. We attach the documents released to us under
Freedom of Information setting out what happened, and our letter to the National Librarian of
August. We have yet to receive an acknowledgment of this letter.

Last week, you commented that as Scotland’s Culture Secretary, you are “a strong supporter of the
freedom of speech and of expression at our festivals and as part of our cultural life in general” and
that “keeping an eye on the principle of freedom of expression and the expression of di;erent views
is an established and important part of our national life.” You added that, “For very good reasons,
funding to our major cultural and festival events takes place at arm's length.”

We agree strongly with this position, but also welcome your recognition that that does not
“diminish the important position of the Scottish Government, including myself and the First
Minister, to support the right of freedom of expression and freedom of speech.” We note that a
spokesperson for the Scottish Government later said: "While ministers have no role in booking or
curation decisions taken by individual venues or institutions, the Scottish Government supports
individuals’ rights to freedom of expression and we are clear that there is no place for any form of
discrimination in Scotland.”

You will see that the National Librarian has argued that the book required to be excluded from the
exhibition because of “the potential impact on key stakeholders and the reputation of the Library.
There is a risk that they will withdraw their support for the exhibition and the centenary”.



Around 90 per cent of the Library’s funding is provided as grant-in-aid. We would therefore ask you
to reassure the Chair of the Library that taking a decision to restore the book to the exhibition would
not place its grant-in-aid, or any other forms of support from the Scottish Government, at any risk.

You will also see that the National Library’s LGBT sta; network informed management that if the book
were to be included in the exhibition, “they would ‘have no choice’ but to notify LGBT+ partners of
the Library’s endorsement of the book.”

It is unclear from the records who the sta; network had in mind. In light of these comments, we
would also ask you to reassure the Library that if any organisations funded by the Scottish
Government were to seek to penalise or pressurise the Library in any way as a result of restoring the
book to the exhibition, you would regard that as unacceptable interference with its work, and would
wish to be alerted quickly to any such action. We would be keen meet you to discuss what has
happened here.

Yours sincerely

Susan Dalgety and Lucy Hunter Blackburn

[redacted —s.38(1)(b)(personal information)]
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