
Annex 

 

Email chain #1 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:15 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance and Local 

Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary 

Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: Media enquiry - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Hi redacted - section 38(1)(b), 

 

Some further tweaks below after discussions with colleagues. 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:05 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance and Local 

Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary 

Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: Media enquiry - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Thanks redacted - section 38(1)(b), 

 

Just adding a few more to the copylist for awareness. 

mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot
mailto:Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot


 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:03 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

Cc: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance and Local 

Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: Media enquiry - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Thanks redacted - section 38(1)(b),  

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) suggested changes look fine to me, (CC’d redacted - 

section 38(1)(b) in for sight) 

 

Thanks 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)  

Income Tax Senior Policy Officer 

Directorate of Tax and Revenues 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

Sent: 15 October 2025 12:59 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance and Local 

Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: Media enquiry - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Thanks redacted - section 38(1)(b), 

 

Some suggested changes from me below. 

mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot


 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 12:36 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance and Local 

Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: Media enquiry - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b), redacted - section 38(1)(b) (please expand copy list as 

required) 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

Grateful for any comments by 2pm please.  

 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

Background 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

 

######### 

 

FULL MEDIA ENQUIRY  

 

Hi redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

As discussed, a stushie has blown up over this exchange at FMQs on October 2 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-

was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-

2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-

,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliamen

t.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D 

mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D


 

Sam Taylor of These Islands says the FM cannot make such a definitive claim, as 

the figures he has in mind are based on Scottish Fiscal Commission estimates. 

https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784 

 

Not only that, a recent HMRC FoI response suggests that in 2023/24 and 2024/25, 

most Scots paid more income tax than their rUK counterparts. 

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/at

tach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1 

 

In 2023/24, there were around 1.52m Scottish taxpayers above the £27,850 

threshold for paying more, compared to 1.4m below it. 

 

And in 2024/25, there were 1.573m Scottish taxpayers above that year’s £28,867 

threshold and 1.46m below it. 

 

These are also estimates, but they do come from HMRC, which has a lot more data 

and experience than the SFC. 

 

Sam Taylor has given us this quote and the Tories are likely to say something on 

similar lines, to the effect that the FM should not be making such a categorical claim 

when estimates are involved, especially when HMRC estimates contradict it for the 

last two years. 

 

What do you say? 

 

Will the FM be changing the official report and avoiding a repeat of this claim? 

 

QUOTE 

 

Sam Taylor, These Islands 

 

‘John Swinney has made statements in parliament which are clearly at odds with 

data published by HMRC.  

 

‘At the very least, he should withdraw the accusation that Russell Findlay misled 

parliament, and admit that the figures are in doubt and unknowable until outturn data 

for this financial year is available.’ 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | Communications Team Leader 

Finance & Local Government | Scottish Government  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

 

https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/attach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/attach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1


Email chain #2 

 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 14:39 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Communications Finance and Local Government 

<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Kathy Johnston 

<Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Thanks redacted - section 38(1)(b), I will share this information when I go back to 

SpAds.  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 14:38 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Communications Finance and Local Government 

<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Kathy Johnston 

<Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Hi redacted - section 38(1)(b), 

 

Agree with redacted - section 38(1)(b) changes. 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

Sent: 15 October 2025 14:30 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Communications Finance and Local Government 

mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot


<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Kathy Johnston 

<Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Thanks redacted - section 38(1)(b), happy with that. Will send back to SpAds shortly.  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

Sent: 15 October 2025 14:28 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Communications Finance and Local Government 

<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 14:05 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Communications Finance and Local Government 

<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Reducing the copy list and adding redacted - section 38(1)(b) and redacted - section 

38(1)(b) given the addition of SFC wording 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot


 

 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | Communications Team Leader 

Finance & Local Government | Scottish Government  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

 

From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:40 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; David Hutchison 

<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King 

<Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance 

and Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary 

Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

Regards  

 

Colin McAllister 

Chief of Staff 

 

 
 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 

Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot. 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:28 

To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 

mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot
mailto:David.Hutchison@gov.scot
mailto:Sean.McGivern@gov.scot
mailto:Lorraine.King@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot
mailto:Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:David.Hutchison@gov.scot


<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King 

<Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance 

and Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary 

Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Colin 

McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b), redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

We’ve been approached by the Daily Mail in relation to recent micase 

correspondence from Sam Taylor (attached) about income tax and comments made 

by the FM at FMQs and separately by the Social Justice Secretary. Full media 

enquiry below. 

 

We have agreed a short comment with analysts/policy colleagues and appended the 

relevant section of the micase response to the Background. 

 

Grateful for any comments by 3pm, if possible, please. I propose to send to Ms 

Robison for clearance with FMPO and Social Justice secretary copied. 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

 

 

######### 

 

FULL MEDIA ENQUIRY  

 

Hi redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

As discussed, a stushie has blown up over this exchange at FMQs on October 2 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-

was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-

2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-

mailto:Sean.McGivern@gov.scot
mailto:Lorraine.King@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot
mailto:Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
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https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D


,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliamen

t.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D 

 

Sam Taylor of These Islands says the FM cannot make such a definitive claim, as 

the figures he has in mind are based on Scottish Fiscal Commission estimates. 

https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784 

 

Not only that, a recent HMRC FoI response suggests that in 2023/24 and 2024/25, 

most Scots paid more income tax than their rUK counterparts. 

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/at

tach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1 

 

In 2023/24, there were around 1.52m Scottish taxpayers above the £27,850 

threshold for paying more, compared to 1.4m below it. 

 

And in 2024/25, there were 1.573m Scottish taxpayers above that year’s £28,867 

threshold and 1.46m below it. 

 

These are also estimates, but they do come from HMRC, which has a lot more data 

and experience than the SFC. 

 

Sam Taylor has given us this quote and the Tories are likely to say something on 

similar lines, to the effect that the FM should not be making such a categorical claim 

when estimates are involved, especially when HMRC estimates contradict it for the 

last two years. 

 

What do you say? 

 

Will the FM be changing the official report and avoiding a repeat of this claim? 

 

QUOTE 

 

Sam Taylor, These Islands 

 

‘John Swinney has made statements in parliament which are clearly at odds with 

data published by HMRC.  

 

‘At the very least, he should withdraw the accusation that Russell Findlay misled 

parliament, and admit that the figures are in doubt and unknowable until outturn data 

for this financial year is available.’ 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | Communications Team Leader 

Finance & Local Government | Scottish Government  

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/attach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/attach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1


redacted - section 38(1)(b) | redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

 

Email chain #3 

 

From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  

Sent: 15 October 2025 15:13 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 

<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 

Cc: Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King 

<Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance 

and Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; 

Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Thanks. Happy 

 

 

 

Regards  

 

Colin McAllister 

Chief of Staff 

 

 
 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 

Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot. 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot  

Sent: 15 October 2025 14:43 

To: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot


38(1)(b)@gov.scot; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 

<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 

Cc: Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King 

<Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance 

and Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; 

Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Hi Colin,  

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

Thanks,  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

Background 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:40 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; David Hutchison 

<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Spads 

Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 

Cc: Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King 

<Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance 

and Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
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mailto:Spads_Admin@gov.scot
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mailto:Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
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mailto:Spads_Admin@gov.scot
mailto:Lorraine.King@gov.scot
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<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary 

Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: RE: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

 

 

 

Regards  

 

Colin McAllister 

Chief of Staff 

 

 
 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 

Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot. 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 13:28 

To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 

<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King 

<Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary Gillespie 

<Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 

38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Colin McAllister 

<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: SpAd views - FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Davie, Sean 
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mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:David.Hutchison@gov.scot
mailto:Sean.McGivern@gov.scot
mailto:Lorraine.King@gov.scot
mailto:Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot
mailto:Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot
mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot


 

We’ve been approached by the Daily Mail in relation to recent micase 

correspondence from Sam Taylor (attached) about income tax and comments made 

by the FM at FMQs and separately by the Social Justice Secretary. Full media 

enquiry below. 

 

We have agreed a short comment with analysts/policy colleagues and appended the 

relevant section of the micase response to the Background. 

 

Grateful for any comments by 3pm, if possible, please. I propose to send to Ms 

Robison for clearance with FMPO and Social Justice secretary copied. 

 

redacted – section 30(b)(ii) 

 

######### 

 

FULL MEDIA ENQUIRY  

 

Hi redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

As discussed, a stushie has blown up over this exchange at FMQs on October 2 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-

was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-

2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-

,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliamen

t.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D 

 

Sam Taylor of These Islands says the FM cannot make such a definitive claim, as 

the figures he has in mind are based on Scottish Fiscal Commission estimates. 

https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784 

 

Not only that, a recent HMRC FoI response suggests that in 2023/24 and 2024/25, 

most Scots paid more income tax than their rUK counterparts. 

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/at

tach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1 

 

In 2023/24, there were around 1.52m Scottish taxpayers above the £27,850 

threshold for paying more, compared to 1.4m below it. 

 

And in 2024/25, there were 1.573m Scottish taxpayers above that year’s £28,867 

threshold and 1.46m below it. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/attach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/attach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1


These are also estimates, but they do come from HMRC, which has a lot more data 

and experience than the SFC. 

 

Sam Taylor has given us this quote and the Tories are likely to say something on 

similar lines, to the effect that the FM should not be making such a categorical claim 

when estimates are involved, especially when HMRC estimates contradict it for the 

last two years. 

 

What do you say? 

 

Will the FM be changing the official report and avoiding a repeat of this claim? 

 

QUOTE 

 

Sam Taylor, These Islands 

 

‘John Swinney has made statements in parliament which are clearly at odds with 

data published by HMRC.  

 

‘At the very least, he should withdraw the accusation that Russell Findlay misled 

parliament, and admit that the figures are in doubt and unknowable until outturn data 

for this financial year is available.’ 

 

 

 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)| Communications Team Leader 

Finance & Local Government | Scottish Government  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

 

Email chain #4 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Sent: 15 October 2025 15:19 

To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; First 

Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 

<MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean 

McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Lucy 

O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King <Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Communications Finance and Local 



Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; 

Communications Social Justice Housing 

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 

<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; 

Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Subject: For clearance: FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

Good afternoon Cab Sec / PO,  

 

Copying Cab Sec Social Justice, FM and Minister for Parliamentary Business for 

awareness.  

 

We’ve been approached by the Daily Mail in relation to recent micase 

correspondence from Sam Taylor (attached) about income tax and comments made 

by the FM at FMQs and separately by the Social Justice Secretary. Details of the full 

media enquiry are included below. 

 

We have agreed a comment with analysts/policy colleagues and SpAds. Grateful for 

your consideration.  

 

Many thanks,  

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

LINES  

 

 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

 

“The Scottish Government has increased the Basic and Intermediate rate thresholds 

to put more money in the pockets of low and middle-income earners. As a result, as 

confirmed by the independent Scottish Fiscal Commission (SFC) the majority of 

taxpayers in Scotland are set to pay less than they would elsewhere in the UK this 

year. 

 

“The SFC is the formal, statutory source of official estimates of tax and revenue for 

the Scottish Budget. It is a legal requirement that their estimates are adopted for 

revenues in the Budget.” 

 



Background 

 

The First Minister’s and Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice’s use of lines stating 

“that over half of taxpayers in Scotland pay less than if they lived elsewhere in the 

UK” are based on analysis by the independent Scottish Fiscal Commission in their 

forecasts accompanying the Scottish Budget 2025- 26. As part of its forecasts, for 

example in paragraph 69, the SFC published an estimate of median earnings in 

Scotland in 2025-26, alongside a figure for the earnings level where a taxpayer in 

Scotland would switch from paying less income tax than in the rest of the UK, to 

paying more income tax than in the rest of the UK in 2025-26. From these figures, it 

can be inferred that more than half of Scottish taxpayers this year are expected to 

pay less Income Tax than they would in the rest of the UK.’ Scotland’s Economic and 

Fiscal Forecasts – December 2024 | Scottish Fiscal Commission  

 

 

QUERY 

 

As discussed, a stushie has blown up over this exchange at FMQs on October 2 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-

was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-

2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-

,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliamen

t.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D 

 

Sam Taylor of These Islands says the FM cannot make such a definitive claim, as 

the figures he has in mind are based on Scottish Fiscal Commission estimates. 

https://x.com/staylorish/status/1978120741628313784 

 

Not only that, a recent HMRC FoI response suggests that in 2023/24 and 2024/25, 

most Scots paid more income tax than their rUK counterparts. 

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/scottish_tax_payers/response/3077026/at

tach/3/FOI2025%2099490.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1 

 

In 2023/24, there were around 1.52m Scottish taxpayers above the £27,850 

threshold for paying more, compared to 1.4m below it. 

 

And in 2024/25, there were 1.573m Scottish taxpayers above that year’s £28,867 

threshold and 1.46m below it. 

 

These are also estimates, but they do come from HMRC, which has a lot more data 

and experience than the SFC. 

 

https://fiscalcommission.scot/publications/scotlands-economic-and-fiscal-forecasts-december-2024/
https://fiscalcommission.scot/publications/scotlands-economic-and-fiscal-forecasts-december-2024/
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https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-02-10-2025?meeting=16611&iob=141830#:~:text=that%20it%20did.-,Russell%20Findlay,that%20we%20all%20speak%20accurately%20to%20Parliament.%20It%20is%20a%20duty,-%E2%80%94%5BInterruption.%5D
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Sam Taylor has given us this quote and the Tories are likely to say something on 

similar lines, to the effect that the FM should not be making such a categorical claim 

when estimates are involved, especially when HMRC estimates contradict it for the 

last two years. 

 

What do you say? 

 

Will the FM be changing the official report and avoiding a repeat of this claim? 

 

QUOTE 

 

Sam Taylor, These Islands 

 

‘John Swinney has made statements in parliament which are clearly at odds with 

data published by HMRC.  

 

‘At the very least, he should withdraw the accusation that Russell Findlay misled 

parliament, and admit that the figures are in doubt and unknowable until outturn data 

for this financial year is available.’ 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)  

News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  

Mobile: redacted - section 38(1)(b) | Portfolio Media inquiries: redacted - section 

38(1)(b) 

www.gov.scot/news  

 

 

From: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for 

Finance & Local Government 

Sent: 15 October 2025 18:32 

To: redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; First 

Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 

<MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; redacted - 

section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Sean 

McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; Lucy O'carroll <Lucy.O'carroll@gov.scot>; Lorraine King <Lorraine.King@gov.scot>; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; Gary Gillespie <Gary.Gillespie@gov.scot>; 

www.gov.scot/news


Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot; redacted - section 38(1)(b)@gov.scot 

 

Subject: Re: For clearance: FM Income Tax comments - Daily Mail 

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) 

 

Cab Sec is content to clear.  

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b)  

 

redacted - section 38(1)(b) | Deputy Private Secretary | Cabinet Secretary for 

Finance and Local Government – Shona Robison MSP | Scottish Government | St 

Andrew's House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | M: redacted - section 

38(1)(b)| E: CabSecFLG@gov.scot 

 

mailto:CabSecFLG@gov.scot

