From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 September 2025 14:06

To: Anne-Marie Martin [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@communities.gov.uk>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)J@ukgovscotland.gov.uk; [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Hi Anne-Marie,

Thank you for your email. | am just copying my colleagues in the MHCLG Scotland Area
Team [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] and [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] for sight.

The attached letter has just been issued to SG. It sets out the announcement planned
for this evening in more detail. In line with our previous official-level engagement on the
funds announced at SR - | can confirm that the announcement/ trails you reference,
indeed relate to the '350 community support pillar' announced as part of SR. As you
point out, we flagged that this will likely include an expansion to the Plan for
Neighbourhooods programme - now Pride in Place programme. More detail on the wider
Pride in Place Strategy that is being announced today can be found in the letter.

Today's announcement does not relate to the new Local Growth Fund (the second pillar
of the SR announcement) - we will confirm SG engagement plans on this as soon as
possible.

We're very happy to set up a call if helpful to discuss any of this in more detail. Just
looping in [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] my job share DD and [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] the Head of
the Scotland Office - who can join us for this conversation.

[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]



From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: 11 June 2025 15:42

To: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc:[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk; Anne-Marie Martin [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk; [Redacted

S.38(1)(b)J@communities.gov.uk; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk; [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: SG/ MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Hi [Redacted S.38(1)(b)],

The UKSPF was committed for a further transition year in 2025-26. The old UKSPF
programme is now ending. Today the UK Government has announced there will be (a) a
new local growth fund, (b) a new Plan for Communities, and (c) funding over this year
and next for ‘pride in place’ initiatives. Funding across these new schemes will be at the
same overall level in cash terms as under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund in 2025-26.

We will confirm delivery arrangements for these funds in due course, including how we
will work with the Scottish Government to ensure funding is spent on projects that
matter to the people of Scotland and will drive growth across the country. For example,

’ n

today’s "trailblazer neighbourhoods” announcement sets out that MHCLG will continue
to work in partnership with the Offices for Nations and Devolved Governments on how

they select neighbourhoods across Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Thanks, [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]



The Rt Hon Douglas Alexander MP
Secretary of State for Scotland
Dover House

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2AU

The Rt Hon Steve Reed MP
. . . Secretary of State for Housing,
MIﬂIS‘tI’y Of HOUSlng, Communities and Local Government
iy 2 Marsham Street
Communities & London
Local Government SW1P 4DF

Kate Forbes MSP

Ceit Fhoirbeis BPA

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary
for Economy and Gaelic

Scottish Government

By email

25 September 2025

Dear Kate,

Following our predecessors’ letter outlining our commitment to targeted investment to drive
local growth on 19 August, we are writing to provide an update - specifically that the
UK Government will today publish its long-term Pride in Place Strategy to support and
empower communities at the hyper-local level.

This represents a break from the past and a new way for government to work in partnership
with communities and neighbourhoods - underpinned by up to £5 billion of funding support
across the UK.

The strategy confirms the expansion of the UK Government’s flagship Pride in Place
programme, previously known as the Plan for Neighbourhoods, to an additional 169 left-behind
communities. The programme will deliver up to £20m per neighbourhood over the next decade.
This includes 14 further awards in Scotland, bringing a total of up to £480m in funding for 24
neighbourhoods in Scotland over 10 years.

As well as the long-term Pride in Place programme, we have also introduced the Pride in Place
Impact Fund. This fund will provide £150million of funding to 95 places, including an investment
of £12m across 8 Local Authorities in Scotland. It will provide crucial, immediate support for
the development of shared spaces, to revitalise local high streets, and to improve the public
realm.



The full list of benefitting Scottish Local Authorities across both programmes will be published
on gov.uk later today, together with the allocation methodologies.

In the Pride in Place programme, neighbourhoods will be selected by the Scotland Office and
MHCLG later this year, following an evidence-led process involving local partners. The Pride
in Place Impact Fund will be governed by local authorities who will select the benefitting
projects. The fund will run over a two year time-frame, starting this financial year (2025/26).

Development of the new Local Growth Fund confirmed at the Spending Review is also
underway, and more information on this - including how we are planning to work with the
Scottish Government in the development of this fund - will be shared with you in due course.

We look forward to our two governments continuing to work closely and constructively together.

Yours sincerely

THE RT HON DOUGLAS ALEXANDER MP
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND

THE RT HON STEVE REED MP
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT


http://gov.uk/

Economy and Gaelic Riaghaltas na h-Alba
Leas Phriomh Mhinistear agus Runaire a’ Chaibineit A gov.scot

airson Eaconamaidh agus Gaidhlig

Kate Forbes MSP

Ceit Fhoirbeis BPA

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Ivl ‘ Scottish Government

T: 0300 244 4000
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot

The Rt Hon Douglas Alexander MP
Secretary of State for Scotland
Dover House

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2AU

The Rt Hon Steve Reed MP

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

7 October 2025
Dear Douglas and Steve,

Thank you for your letter of 25 September updating me on the announcements made on the
Pride in Place Strategy.

As you will know, my officials have previously worked constructively with yours on the
Community Regeneration Partnerships and the former Plan for Neighbourhoods to help align
the funding with Scotland’s priorities and complement the existing work underway by Local
Government and communities. It is therefore disappointing that Pride in Place — as well as
the new Local Growth Fund — have been developed without any consultation or
engagement with the Scottish Government, COSLA or local authorities on allocation and
delivery, despite the Prime Minister's commitment to reset its relationship with the Scottish
Government.

We continue to support the revitalisation of our towns and city centres, and while | welcome
the additional investment supporting Scotland’s neighbourhoods through the Pride in Place
Programme and Pride in Place Impact Fund, this announcement has undoubtedly created
stakeholder confusion and incoherence, some of which have contacted us seeking clarity on
our involvement particularly considering UKG’s previous commitment.

You will also be aware that the Scottish Government is strongly opposed to the use of the
Internal Market Act to fund activity in devolved areas in Scotland, as these bypass
democratic scrutiny and accountability.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ BB %
We invest in people Silver LEADER oy
WWW.goV.scot


http://www.lobbying.scot/

As you know, the Act was passed under the previous UK Government without the consent of
any devolved legislature. It would be extremely concerning if the current UK Government
continued to use these powers, rather than using the Barnett formula to deliver this
investment through the Scottish Government in the normal manner, ensuring coherence with
existing programmes and plans.

The Scottish Government, working with Local Government and communities, has been
leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK through place based, cross-sector
collaboration and well-established governance structures. To maximise impact, any UK-wide
initiative here must respect these existing structures and policies. | hope that the Scotland
Office and UK Government will truly honour this commitment of partnership working and
proactively engage with us if we are to make this investment effective and impactful in
Scotland.

' A

KATE FORBES

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ BB %
We invest in people Silver LEADER oy
WWW.goV.scot
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From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: Friday, October 10, 2025 5:36:54 PM

To: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>

Cc:[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk [Redacted
S.38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: Pride of Place

Hi [Redacted S.38(1)(b)],

Thanks for your email. Just looping in [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] in my team who is leading
on wider engagement across Pride in Place Strategy and the new LGF within my team.
We are just in the process of agreeing next steps on engagement with Ministers and will
then set something up asap.

If all goes well we should be able to have an in-depth chat with lots of clarity by the time
you are back from leave. [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] grateful if you could note this chat down
on our to-do list for when we have more clarity.

Thanks, [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

On Fri, 10 Oct 2025 at 13:59, [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> wrote:

Hi[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

I’m following up on [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]’s email. It would be useful if we could meet to
discuss your delivery plans for Pride of Place in Scotland, and whether Scottish
Government will be involved in that, similar to our joint working on Plan for
Neighbourhoods (and formerly Long Term Plan for Towns). A lot of stakeholders have
been in touch with my team to ask about this. Also, it is useful for my team to be aware
of delivery — however that happens — as that has a bearing on investment decisions and
discussions we have with stakeholders about local regeneration plans and projects.

I’m off next week but perhaps you could suggest some dates during the week of 20"
October and 27" October that might suit?



Regards [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@communities.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 September 2025 15:15

To: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc:[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]J@ukgovscotland.gov.uk

Subject: RE: Pride of Place

OFFICIAL

Hi [Redacted S.38(1)(b)],

I’m well thanks, back from a couple of weeks in Tuscany so can’t complain! I’'m
conscious that surprises are not ideal but we had some strict guidelines from No.10
comms not to share details ahead of the PM’s announcement.

I am copying [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] as MHCLG and SO will be working closely together
on how we consult partners and stakeholders as part of the neighbourhood selection
process in the coming weeks. We’ll be in touch as soon as SO ministers have expressed
their preferences regarding the process, and we have a confirmed plan.

[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] (He / Him)
Head of Scotland Team
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government

M: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

OFFICIAL

From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Sent: 26 September 2025 14:35



To: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@communities.gov.uk>
Subject: Pride of Place

Hi [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

I hope you are well. On the back of the ‘surprise’ Pride of Place announcement
yesterday, | wonder if you can tell me what engagement is planned with SG and my team
on delivery in Scotland and when that might happen? Will you be our point of contact or
the Scotland Office?

Look forward to hearing from you. [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

Head of Regeneration, Architecture and Place Division | Scottish Government
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot / [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

www.gov.scot/policies/regeneration
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for
the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or
distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the
sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order
to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views
or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the
Scottish Government.
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for
the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or
distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the
sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order
to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views
or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the
Scottish Government.
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[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]

Head of Strategy, Projects and Analysis

Government Scotland Office
Dover House, London, SW1A 2AU

M: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] | @UKGovScotland

Please don't feel obliged to reply to this email outside of your regular working hours.
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