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Dear Kate,

Following our predecessors’ letter outlining our commitment to targeted investment to drive
local growth on 19 August, we are writing to provide an update - specifically that the
UK Government will today publish its long-term Pride in Place Strategy to support and
empower communities at the hyper-local level.

This represents a break from the past and a new way for government to work in partnership
with communities and neighbourhoods - underpinned by up to £5 billion of funding support
across the UK.

The strategy confirms the expansion of the UK Government’s flagship Pride in Place
programme, previously known as the Plan for Neighbourhoods, to an additional 169 left-behind
communities. The programme will deliver up to £20m per neighbourhood over the next decade.
This includes 14 further awards in Scotland, bringing a total of up to £480m in funding for 24
neighbourhoods in Scotland over 10 years.

As well as the long-term Pride in Place programme, we have also introduced the Pride in Place
Impact Fund. This fund will provide £150million of funding to 95 places, including an investment
of £12m across 8 Local Authorities in Scotland. It will provide crucial, immediate support for
the development of shared spaces, to revitalise local high streets, and to improve the public
realm.



The full list of benefitting Scottish Local Authorities across both programmes will be published
on gov.uk later today, together with the allocation methodologies.

In the Pride in Place programme, neighbourhoods will be selected by the Scotland Office and
MHCLG later this year, following an evidence-led process involving local partners. The Pride
in Place Impact Fund will be governed by local authorities who will select the benefitting
projects. The fund will run over a two year time-frame, starting this financial year (2025/26).

Development of the new Local Growth Fund confirmed at the Spending Review is also
underway, and more information on this - including how we are planning to work with the
Scottish Government in the development of this fund - will be shared with you in due course.

We look forward to our two governments continuing to work closely and constructively together.

Yours sincerely

THE RT HON DOUGLAS ALEXANDER MP
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND

THE RT HON STEVE REED MP
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT


http://gov.uk/

(Email thread with UKG concerning announcement 08 - 25 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 16:12

To: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

[redacted 38(1)(b)]!

Hi all, I've tried to unravel the letter and make sense... here’s my digestion note if
helpful?

UKGSR
Pillar 1 — 350 communities support (incl. pride in place)

Pillar 2 — local growth funding

For Pride in Place Programme (i.e. expansion of the Plan for Neighbourhoods)
e Up to £20 million for each neighbourhood over 10 years
e Purpose: same as Plan for Neighbourhoods

e 24 neighbourhoods TBD in Scotland = 10 already announced in Scotland
and 14 additional to come (with no consultation on place selection
methodology. Looks like the 14 additional towns haven'’t been selected yet
if they’re saying “neighbourhoods will be selected by the Scotland Office
and MHCLG later this year?).

e Total UK investment of £480m (over 10 years) in Scotland

For Pride in Place Impact Fund:

e £12 million shared across 8 LAs in Scotland (who will be the governing
body responsible for selecting projects)

e Purpose: public realm improvements, high street revitalisation, development
of shared spaces

e Total UK investment of £12m (over 2 year time frame?) in Scotland

For Local Growth Funding:

e “Underway’.....




Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

From: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Sent: 25 September 2025 15:51

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Who is it~?1?!

Anne-Marie Martin — Deputy Director — Regional Economic Development
Directorate for Economic Development

DG Economy - Scottish Government

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

B Scottish Government g s COT LA N D

If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly
suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 14:29

To: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]



<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Well so much for involving SG in design and delivery and selection methodology for
new towns and LA’s. Sigh.

I’'m speaking to the relevant DD on Pride of place tomorrow. What a surprise he
finally put his head back above the parapet.

From: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Sent: 25 September 2025 14:12

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Am officially confused by all the various terms in this letter and wonder if that’s part
of the objective as have now completely lost track of what is where and what it used
to be and what it now is!

Anne-Marie Martin — Deputy Director — Regional Economic Development
Directorate for Economic Development

DG Economy - Scottish Government

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

g Scottish Government g S COT LA N D

If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly
suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 September 2025 14:23
To: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]



Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@communities.gov.uk; [redacted
38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)|@[redacted 38(1)(b)];
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk; [redacted
38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; C[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Thanks Anne-Marie!

Definitely, do take some time to review - we appreciate that the naming changes can
be confusing.

We're happy to speak whenever is convenient for you once the information has been
digested if that would be helpful.

Best,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

On Thu, 25 Sept 2025 at 14:14, [redacted 38(1)(b)] wrote:

[redacted 38(1)(b)] thanks will take some time to read over and review, for now am
just adding [redacted 38(1)(b)] and [redacted 38(1)(b)] in SG who lead on
Regeneration and have previously worked closely with MHCLG on Community
regeneration partnerships and also the previous LTPTowns stuff. | have sent them
the attachment separately.

I'll be honest am probably now officially lost with all the different naming conventions
particularly when they’ve previously been named or known in a different but similar
guise.

But let us digest and then we’ll come back to you and thanks for forwarding it on.

Best
Anne-Marie

Anne-Marie Martin — Deputy Director — Regional Economic Development
Directorate for Economic Development
DG Economy - Scottish Government



[redacted 38(1)(b)]
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

’...:a Scottish Government g S COT LA N D

If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly
suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 September 2025 14:06

To: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]J@communities.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] Mailbox <[redacted
38(1)(b)|@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk; [redacted
38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Hi Anne-Marie,

Thank you for your email. | am just copying my colleagues in the MHCLG Scotland
Area Team @[redacted 38(1)(b)] and @[redacted 38(1)(b)] for sight.

The attached letter has just been issued to SG. It sets out the announcement
planned for this evening in more detail. In line with our previous official-level
engagement on the funds announced at SR - | can confirm that the announcement /
trails you reference, indeed relate to the '350 community support pillar' announced
as part of SR. As you point out, we flagged that this will likely include an expansion
to the Plan for Neighbourhooods programme - now Pride in Place programme. More
detail on the wider Pride in Place Strategy that is being announced today can be
found in the letter.

Today's announcement does not relate to the new Local Growth Fund (the second
pillar of the SR announcement) - we will confirm SG engagement plans on this as
soon as possible.



We're very happy to set up a call if helpful to discuss any of this in more detail. Just
looping in @[redacted 38(1)(b)] Mailbox my job share DD and @[redacted
38(1)(b)] the Head of the Scotland Office - who can join us for this conversation.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

On Thu, 25 Sept 2025 at 09:05, [redacted 38(1)(b)] wrote:

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)], [redacted 38(1)(b)] and [redacted 38(1)(b)], cc [redacted
38(1)(b)])/[redacted 38(1)(b)]/[redacted 38(1)(b)] from my side. | hope you are well.

Appreciate there’s some press coverage today in the Guardian about a ‘levelling-up’
style fund for over 300 places in the UK. Starmer gambles on ‘levelling up’-style
initiative to tackle Reform threat | Labour | The Guardian I've had a quick look on
gov.uk but can’t find anything, | may just be missing it.

I'd be grateful if you could confirm if this is related to the previous local growth funds
that we discussed around SR time and for which delivery and plans were not yet
known? Or is this something separate (Pride in neighborhoods perhaps?). Relevant
sections highlighted below.

If this is not the funds that SO were planning to work in partnership with devolved
nations on and is something else (MHCLG?) I'd be grateful if you could point me to
the appropriate DD/team in MHCLG please. If it is something which SO will work
with SG on I'd be grateful for an outline of the detail of the fund/any plan or how it
might work please so that we can ensure our Ministers are sighted.

Many thanks
Anne-Marie

Anne-Marie Martin — Deputy Director — Regional Economic Development
Directorate for Economic Development

DG Economy - Scottish Government

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

g Scottish Government g s COT LA N D



If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly
suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours.

From: Anne-Marie Martin

Sent: 09 September 2025 14:48

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: SG / MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Hi appreciate that you will have a heavy week of engagements and getting to know
your new SoSS.

Just to flag though | went round via [redacted 38(1)(b)] to find out which DD in SO |
should be engaging on regarding the local growth stuff (this was before we spoke
again on Friday) and [redacted 38(1)(b)] we note is no longer working on this, but
that it sits with [redacted 38(1)(b)]. Who has in turn pointed us to you (as DD).

Perhaps we can pick up next week please? When you might hopefully have a
clearer understanding of new SoSS priorities in this space?

Thanks
Anne-Marie

Anne-Marie Martin — Deputy Director — Regional Economic Development
Directorate for Economic Development

DG Economy - Scottish Government

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

g Scottish Government g s COT LA N D

If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly
suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours.



From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: 08 September 2025 10:08

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)J@communities.gov.uk

Subject: Re: SG/ MHC:LG - Local Growth Funding

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

As you appreciate the changes in SO over the past few days means we are just
regrouping with our new SoS, but | am currently in the process of designing our
engagement strategy to discuss this with LAs and other key stakeholders, once we
are on a bit of firmer footing on design and decision points happy to pop in a catch
up with us all. And [redacted 38(1)(b)|@ukgovscotland.gov.uk is the relevant DD.

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]




(Email thread with UKG concerning announcement 26 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 15:19

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>

Cc: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)];
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Pride of Place

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] — see below.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 15:18

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@communities.gov.uk>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk' <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Pride of Place

Thanks — look forward to speaking when you are ready.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@communities.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 September 2025 15:15

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@ukgovscotland.gov.uk

Subject: RE: Pride of Place

OFFICIAL

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

I’'m well thanks, back from a couple of weeks in Tuscany so can’t complain! 'm
conscious that surprises are not ideal but we had some strict guidelines from No.10
comms not to share details ahead of the PM’s announcement.

| am copying [redacted 38(1)(b)] as MHCLG and SO will be working closely together
on how we consult partners and stakeholders as part of the neighbourhood selection



process in the coming weeks. We'll be in touch as soon as SO ministers have
expressed their preferences regarding the process, and we have a confirmed plan.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] (He / Him)

Head of Scotland Team

Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government
M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]

OFFICIAL

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 26 September 2025 14:35

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@communities.gov.uk>
Subject: Pride of Place

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]

| hope you are well. On the back of the ‘surprise’ Pride of Place announcement
yesterday, | wonder if you can tell me what engagement is planned with SG and my
team on delivery in Scotland and when that might happen? Will you be our point of
contact or the Scotland Office?

Look forward to hearing from you.
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
Head of Regeneration, Architecture and Place Division | Scottish Government

[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot / [redacted 38(1)(b)]

www.qgov.scot/policies/regeneration



http://www.gov.scot/policies/regeneration

(Email thread with PHS 29 September - 07 October)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>
Sent: 07 October 2025 15:25

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>
Subject: RE: Quick Query - Pride in Place Budget

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

Good thanks — | hope you are too?

Thanks so much this is a really helpful update and great to hear.

| worked with the UK National team at the early days of proposing previous version
of this (Shared Prosperity Fund) and then in a local area receiving funding — | know
in England its tended to go to economic development or regeneration directly at a
local authority level. | wondered who it is you’ve been working with linked to
MHCLG? Wondering if similar colleagues | know are still involved.

Would be great to be kept in the loop as this progresses and if | can help in any way
please do let me know.

Thanks again for the update,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Organisational Lead - Place

Population Health & Wellbeing Directorate
Public Health Scotland

Email: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@phs.scot

Public Health*
Scotland

Web | Twitter | Instagram



From: [redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 07 October 2025 15:01

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] (NRS) <[redacted
38(1)(b)|@glasgow.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Quick Query - Pride in Place Budget

You don't often get email from [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot. Learn why this is
important

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

| hope you're well. I'm just picking this up for [redacted 38(1)(b)] and [redacted
38(1)(b)] as I've been liaising with UKG (following our previous engagements on
UKG’s Plan for Neighbourhoods Programme and Community Regeneration
Partnerships).

We’ve been in touch with UKG and Scotland Office to clarify if and/or how the
Scottish Government will be involved in the development of the Pride in Place
programme following their commitment to work in partnership. We’ve since been
advised that MHCLG and Scotland Office will be working closely together in the
coming weeks on agreeing how partners and stakeholders will be consulted as part
of the neighbourhood selection process and they’ll get in touch accordingly once
they have confirmed a plan. We’ve not heard any further since then but | can keep
you informed as/when things progress.

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot

W, Scottish Government | Intheservice — || Trancforming = | = JR—
> o scoitand | paname " | | [ [5)Development sco

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:02

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Quick Query - Pride in Place Budget


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

[redacted 38(1)(b)]| Place Outcomes Lead | Planning, Architecture &
Regeneration |Scottish Government |
| Usual working days: Monday to Thursday | www.ourplace.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>

Sent: 07 October 2025 12:56

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@phs.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@phs.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] (NRS) <[redacted
38(1)(b)|@glasgow.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@improvementservice.org.uk>

Subject: RE: Quick Query - Pride in Place Budget

Hi all,

That's me back from leave and playing catch up. Hope you’re all well?

Im just following up on the below....I have good awareness of how this is being rolled
out in England, but it would be helpful to understand how this is landing in Scotland?
Will it come to SG @[redacted 38(1)(b)] / @[redacted 38(1)(b)].?

Or will it be going directly to Local Authorities @[redacted 38(1)(b)]? As an example -
Glasgow City as a LA has been selected, and has 2 neighbourhoods allocated — but
to be selected at a later stage.

Knowing how the UK Government work, sometimes the announcements comes
before the detail!

There are 14 Scottish Neighbourhoods (across 12 Local Authorities) and this work
links to work | was involved with influencing in England. Huge links with the PHF and
PST.

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
Organisational Lead - Place
Population Health & Wellbeing Directorate



Public Health Scotland
Email: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@phs.scot

Public Health"k
Scotland

Web | Twitter | Instagram

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>

Sent: 29 September 2025 13:49

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] (NRS) <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@glasgow.gov.uk>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@improvementservice.org.uk>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot>

Subject: Quick Query - Pride in Place Budget

Hi Everyone

Hope you are all well. The £292m Pride in Place investment for Scottish
neighbourhoods - GOV.UK was highlighted by our Directors and Heads of Service
and in [redacted 38(1)(b)]

absence (on holiday) | offered to find out about the process for allocation, if SG and
IS are involved (?) and feedback.

[redacted 38(1)(b)] — are you connected to the Glasgow allocation?
Any advice would be great.

Thanks
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
Place & Health in All Policies

Public Health Scotland
Mobile: 0044 (0) 782 728 2537



E-mail: [redacted 38(1)(b)|@phs.scot

Public Health‘i?+é
Scotland

Web | Instagram

® Responses to emails are only expected during your normal working hours.




(Email thread relating to DFM letter to Secretary of State 25 September — 7
October)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 07 October 2025 10:46

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy

Sharing on for awareness — DFM has now responded to UKG and SofS on the Pride
in Place Strategy announcement.

We'll wait and see what comes out of it.

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot

" H Inthe service N
5> Scottish Government | Bgesees g Haa:‘\z{gémlng X m

[=] Development.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic

Sent: 07 October 2025 10:03

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; Dominic Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Anne-Marie Martin
[redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and
Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>;
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG
records management policy.

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

DFM was content with the letter and this has now issued — see attached for your
records.

Many thanks,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Interim Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 01 October 2025 15:17

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Dominic Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Anne-
Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of Economic Development
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and
Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted



38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and
Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],
(SpAds/Comms copied for awareness)

Please find attached the draft letter for DFM’s response to UKG and SofS on the
Pride in Place Strategy. I've also attached the original letter for context.

Grateful if you can let us know when DFM has reviewed and sent on.

Many thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

W4 Scottish Government || Inthe sevice — || Trancforming = | = JR—
>< of Sconiand | pransorming | ye | (%Y [EDevelopment.sco

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 15:45

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Dominic
Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of
Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and
Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment
<Ministerfor BE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and
Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]

I’m unable this afternoon — I'll see if someone else can pick up the pen.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic

Sent: 25 September 2025 15:41

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Dominic Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Anne-
Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of Economic Development
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and
Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Thanks for this. Before | share with DFM, can | check if you propose a Ministerial
response to this correspondence?

Kind regards,

[redacted 38(1)(b)] (she/her)

Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

[redacted 38(1)(b)], Leas-runaire Priobhaideach dhan Leas-Phriomh Mhinistear is do
Runaire a’ Chaibineit airson na h-Eaconamaidh is Gaidhlig — Ceit Fhoirbeis BPA



The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 15:09

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Dominic
Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of
Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)ln@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director
for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment
<Ministerfor BE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and
Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]

UKG Pride of Place

e UKG will today publish its Pride in Place Strategy to support and empower
communities at the ‘hyper-local level'.

e The strategy confirms the expansion of the UK Government’s flagship Pride in
Place programme to an additional 169 left-behind communities. This
programme was announced at UKG Spending Review as the expanded Plan
for Neighbourhoods (which was the previous UKG’s Long-term Plan for
Towns).



UKG says this will be underpinned by up to £5 billion of funding support
across the UK. It is not clear at this point how much of this, if any, is new
funding.

The programme will deliver up to £20m per neighbourhood over the next
decade. This includes 14 further awards in Scotland, bringing a total of up to
£480m in funding for 24 neighbourhoods in Scotland over 10 years.

UKG have also introduced the Pride in Place Impact Fund which will provide
£150m of funding to 95 places, including an investment of £12m across 8
Local Authorities in Scotland. The funding is to support the development of
shared spaces, to revitalise local high streets, and to improve the public
realm. The full list of benefitting Scottish Local Authorities across both
programmes will be published on gov.uk later today, together with the
allocation methodologies.

In the Pride in Place programme, neighbourhoods will be selected by the
Scotland Office and MHCLG later this year, following an evidence-led process
involving local partners. The Pride in Place Impact Fund will be governed by
local authorities who will select the benefitting projects. The fund will run over
a two year time-frame, starting this financial year (2025/26).

UKG will only approve spending if community groups, local organisations and
social clubs are included in decisions on how the money should be spent.

Pride in Place will also introduce Community Right to Buy in England. It
commits to Compulsory Purchase powers to allowing communities in England
to acquire assets although we understand that this refers to powers proposed
in the English Devolution to devolve existing local authority CPOs powers to
strategic combined authorities. UKG will also give new powers to councils in
England to block unwanted shops.

Initial view

Many aspects of Pride in Place have been previously announced, but this
seems to be a brigading of various initiatives under this new banner.

We don’t have detail yet on the strategy but much of what is being announced
can already be done in Scotland.

UKG did not engage in the design of Pride of Place with SG officials.

Suggested lines to take — which has already been put to Comms Finance, Local
Government and Corporate in response to a query from the BBC

“The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities, has
been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK.

“Given the strong partnership approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is
extremely disappointing that once again UKG did not consult us on their Pride of
Place plans, despite their clear commitment to work with the Scottish Government on
how any new UK wide initiatives would be delivered in Scotland.



“We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to deliver
Pride of Place in Scotland should come to the Scottish Government to allocate.

That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish Government policy and
complement existing work underway to maximise impact of local outcomes for the
people and places of Scotland.”

Background:

In Scotland, communities can already take ownership and control of public assets
through community asset transfer legislation. This landmark law was the first of its
kind in the UK. Since its introduction in 2017, public authorities in Scotland have
agreed more than 300 asset transfer requests using these powers and many more
are currently being progressed.

Last week the Scottish Government published a consultation on reform of the law on
Compulsory Purchase Orders, looking to update outdated legislation to make the
system fairer and less complex.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) sets out that development proposals for
certain non-retail uses (including betting shops) will not be supported if further
provision of these services will undermine the character and amenity of the area or
the health and wellbeing of communities, particularly in disadvantaged areas.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 14:37

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; Dominic Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Anne-Marie Martin
[redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and
Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],



Copying in [redacted 38(1)(b)] & [redacted 38(1)(b)] who are best placed to advise
on this one.

Happy to contribute to any proposed response on the points made about future local
growth funds!

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] [she / her / hers]
Team Leader Regional Economic Policy

Regional Economic Development | Directorate for Economic Development | Scottish
Government

Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)] | Email: [redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot | Please note |
work a compressed week, Monday — Thursday.

I’m using black size 14 font in emails to aid accessibility.

W Scottish Government
il

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic

Sent: 25 September 2025 14:33

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Dominic Munro [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director of
Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and
Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister,
Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government
<CabSecFLG@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy


https://www.gov.scot/

Colleagues,

Please see attached correspondence from the Secretary of State for Scotland and
the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government regarding
the UK Government's Pride in Place Strategy, noting this will be published today.

Grateful for advice on this and a proposed response for DFM'’s consideration.

Please extend copylist as required.

Thanks,

[redacted 38(1)(b)] (she/her)

Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

[redacted 38(1)(b)], Leas-runaire Priobhaideach dhan Leas-Phriomh Mhinistear is do
Runaire a’ Chaibineit airson na h-Eaconamaidh is Gaidhlig — Ceit Fhoirbeis BPA

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: SOMinisterialCorrespondence <soministerialcorro@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 September 2025 14:02

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Cc: Secretary of State Scotland Mailbox <secretaryofstate@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>;
soministerialcorro Mailbox <soministerialcorro@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>;
psstevereed@communities.gov.uk

Subject: UK Government Pride in Place Strategy

Good afternoon,



Please find attached a joint letter from the Secretary of State for Scotland and the
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government regarding the
UK Government's Pride in Place Strategy.

Correspondence Manager
Scotland Office
@UKGovScotland




(Email thread DFM letter 26 September — 1 October)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 01 October 2025 16:11

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

Thanks very much for your suggestions. I've revised accordingly and shared on with
PO (email attached).

Bw,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot

W4 Scottish Government | Inthesevice — || Trancforming = | = JR—,
>< ot sconiand | praname ™ | X/ ]| B8 | 2 Development.sco

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 01 October 2025 15:43

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)] — have a tracked a few suggestions.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 01 October 2025 12:13

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],
Many thanks for reviewing this over, these are helpful additions in the context of IMA.

I've taken a look over and provided a revised copy below the tracked changes for
ease of reference. B DFM letter UKG SO on Pride in Place Strategy - 29 Sep
25.docx

If IMA/IGR colleagues can come back with any comments by COP today, that'd be
ideal as we aim to get this in front of SpAds and PO as early as possible.

Thanks again,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot

W Scottish Government | Intheservice — || Transformin = | = JR—
M Riaghaltas na h-Alba of Scot_land Planning ¢ X m I _ DEVEI'DDmEHt\ )

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 01 October 2025 11:44

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Importance: High

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Thanks for sight of this draft. | have made some suggested amendments.
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| am copying to colleagues who deal with the IMA and IGR matters for information
and any further comments they might have.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 30 September 2025 12:32

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

I've pulled together a draft letter for DFM to respond back to UKG Minister and SoS
on the Pride in Place Strategy announcement (I've also attached UK's letter for ease
of reference).

I’d be grateful if you can take a look and provide any comments/steer on lines
around the UKG ‘reset’ of relations. [redacted 38(1)(b)] advised to get in touch and
I've added some lines in red for your awareness. DFM letter UKG SO on Pride in
Place Strategy - 29 Sep 25.docx

PO are looking for this draft by COP this week.

Many thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot

W, Scottish Government || Inthesenvice— | Transformin r=% JR—,
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From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 30 September 2025 11:01

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)] — a few thoughts
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[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 29 September 2025 16:42

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

As discussed, a draft response for DFM to UKG on Pride in Place. Hopefully along
the right lines but happy to discuss approach/amend.

@ DFM letter UKG SO on Pride in Place Strategy - 29 Sep 25.docx

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Scottish Government || 'nthe — | Transforming | r=1 —
> orscotiand | Fianame ™ | Y| ]| B8 | (2 Development sco

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
Sent: 29 September 2025 13:01
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>;
Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1) )J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
)(b)

(b
(b
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
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38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy &
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG
records management policy.

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

Thanks for sharing this, DFM has noted the update.

Many thanks,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Interim Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 15:20

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>;
Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted



38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1 )(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1) )] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1) )] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>
Subject: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

(b
(b
(b
(b

PO/ DFM,
Copy list,

Following yesterday’s UKG announcement on the Pride in Place Strategy, | have
attached an update note for Ministers and colleagues to highlight background and
current position. | appreciate some of this info was shared yesterday via various
correspondence, but hopefully this serves as a single source/ succinct note on
position and next steps.

Many thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot




(Sit rep email thread 26 — 29 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic

Sent: 29 September 2025 13:01

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>;
Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy &
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

(b
(b
(b
(b

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG
records management policy.

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

Thanks for sharing this, DFM has noted the update.
Many thanks,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Interim Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot



All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 15:20

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>;
Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Update - UKG Pride in Place Strategy

(b
(b
(b
(b

PO/ DFM,
Copy list,

Following yesterday’s UKG announcement on the Pride in Place Strategy, | have
attached an update note for Ministers and colleagues to highlight background and
current position. | appreciate some of this info was shared yesterday via various
correspondence, but hopefully this serves as a single source/ succinct note on
position and next steps.

Many thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]



[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |

Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

P ¥ Scottish Government Inthe service
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(Sit rep emails 26 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 14:56

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Regeneration Capital Grant Fund <rcgf@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: 'Pride in Place' regeneration programme

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

We’'re soon to send up a sit rep/ brief update to Ministers regarding this UKG
programme. I'll include your team in the copy list as we send this up.

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

W4 Scottish Government | Intheservice — || Transformin = | = JR—
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From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 14:49

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Regeneration Capital Grant
Fund <rcgf@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: 'Pride in Place' regeneration programme

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] / [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Can your team provide any contribution to the recent announcement by the UK
government to provide regeneration funding direct to Scottish LAs:

£292m Pride in Place investment for Scottish neighbourhoods - GOV.UK

We’re hoping to include this in briefings and our FMQ’s as soon as possible. If you
are able to, can you send over anything you have today or first thing Monday?
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Thanks
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
- Senior Policy Adviser - Local Government Finance - Area 3G North, Victoria Quay
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(Emails concerning UKG announcement 26 September)

From: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Sent: 26 September 2025 12:05

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Pride in Place

And just spotted this helpful e-mail from [redacted 38(1)(b)] yesterday! And the
looonnnnnnggggg media query e-mail contains the whole press release (which we
never formally got) which lists the places in scotland. None of them knew in advance
either, at least one of them called us to see if we knew what it was about.

And yes — very very disappointing that even the ‘almost no notice’ we got on levelling
up stuff was still actually more than we’re getting now. Despite assurances about
more working together/collaboration. We knew this already but the new SoSS is
taking a much harder line on not sharing stuff. Hugely disappointing.

AM

Anne-Marie Martin — Deputy Director — Regional Economic Development
Directorate for Economic Development

DG Economy - Scottish Government

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

g Scottish Government g S COT LA N D

If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly
suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 26 September 2025 11:51



To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Pride in Place

Thanks both. Disappointing but no great surprise at the lack of notice....

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 11:42

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Pride in Place

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

We’re working on a brief ministerial update today. Will copy you in as we share that
with DFM (copying Ms Robison and Mr McKee).

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

W4 Scottish Government || Intheservice — || Trancforming = | = JR—
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From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 26 September 2025 11:39

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
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<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: Pride in Place

Apologies -now actually copying [redacted 38(1)(b)].

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:38 am

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)liano@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Pride in Place

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

Copying [redacted 38(1)(b)] who can advise on ministerial updates as this
announcement is more in the regen space. I've attached a letter from SoSS and
MHCLG SoS that came through yesterday. In short, no warning or engagement at all
before the announcement.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:16 am

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: Pride in Place

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

We have obviously noticed the SO announcement on Pride in Place funding
yesterday: £292m Pride in Place investment for Scottish neighbourhoods - GOV.UK



Is there a submission or brief covering the latest engagement on this initiative and
what notice SG had of the announcement?

The last exchanges | recall were the correspondence between the then DPM and
DFM in August (attached for ease of reference).

Thanks

[redacted 38(1)(b)]




(Media query 25 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic

Sent: 25 September 2025 20:24

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet
Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Minister for
Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted

38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted

38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)];
Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: For Clearance - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement -
funding for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
DFM is content to clear
Thanks

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP



[redacted 38(1)(b)], Runaire Priobhaideach dhan Leas-Phriomh Mhinistear is do
Runaire a’ Chaibineit airson na h-Eaconamaidh is Gaidhlig — Ceit Fhoirbeis BPA

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

T: [redacted 38(1)(b)] | M: [redacted 38(1)(b)] | Email: DFMCSEG@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Sent: 25 September 2025 19:58
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government
<CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 )(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 )(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 )(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted



38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: For Clearance - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement -
funding for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail

DFM, PO,

The Daily Mail seeks SG response to today’s UKG announcement of funding it will
give directly to Scottish councils for regeneration projects. News release embargoed
until 6pm today — in full below — details the scheme, areas and funding.

The background note sets out where SG is leading the way in areas UKG is now
proposing for England — UKG wide news release also below.

Grateful for DFM clearance. Given this crosses portfolios (and I’'m not sure of this
area), if this is not for DFM to clear, grateful if Public Finance Minister or Cab Sec
Finance (both copied) could clear.

Thanks

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities, has
been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK.

“Given the strong partnership approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is
extremely disappointing that once again the UK Government did not consult us on
their plans, despite their clear commitment to work with the Scottish Government on
how any new UK-wide initiatives would be delivered in Scotland.

“We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to deliver
this scheme in Scotland should respect devolution and come to the Scottish
Government to allocate. That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish
Government policy and complement existing work underway to maximise impact of
local outcomes for the people and places of Scotland.”

Background



The Scottish Government is supporting place-based community-led regeneration in
our most disadvantaged communities with investment of over £62 million this year.
This investment will support delivery of our regeneration policy ambitions, including
town centre revitalisation, addressing the blight of vacant and derelict land and
supporting community-led ownership.

In Scotland, communities can already take ownership and control of public assets
through community asset transfer legislation. This landmark law is the first of its kind
in the UK. Since its introduction in 2017, public authorities in Scotland have agreed
more than 300 asset transfer requests using these powers and many more are
currently being progressed.

Last week the Scottish Government published a consultation on reform of the law on
Compulsory Purchase in Scotland, looking to update outdated legislation to make
the system fairer and less complex.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) sets out that development proposals for
certain non-retail uses (including betting shops) will not be supported if further
provision of these services will undermine the character and amenity of the area or
the health and wellbeing of communities, particularly in disadvantaged areas.

QUERY

As discussed, this is money that’s going to councils in Scotland directly, not via
Holyrood.

| know that has caused some tension in the past.
What does the SG make of this development?

Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “The UK Government is committed to
delivering a decade of national renewal for Scotland. Through the Pride in Place
programmes we’re announcing today, the UK Government will provide 14 places in
Scotland with up to £20 million over 10 years and eight Scottish local authorities with
£1.5 million over two years.

“We are providing almost £300 million new direct investment to local authority areas
to revitalise local communities. The UK Government will be working with local
partners to deliver economic growth and | see these improvements made to



communities up and down Scotland making them even greater places to live, work
and play.”

EMBARGOED UNTIL 1800h THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH

UK Government’s £292 million Pride in Place investment to transform Scottish
neighbourhoods

° 16 Scottish local authority areas to share funds to revitalise communities as
part of our Plan for Change

° Across the UK a record up to £5 billion for 339 communities confirmed to
restore pride in local areas

° Scotland Office directing funds into a wide range of improvements with
spending decisions in the hands of local groups and people

Local communities are at the heart of Scottish life - and the Scotland Office is
backing them with millions of pounds to improve the opportunities and environment
for people across the country, the Prime Minister announced today.

The Pride in Place programme will see up to £280 million shared among 12 Scottish
local authorities to precisely target areas which can benefit most from funding being
made available for a wide range of regeneration projects. Across the UK 169 of the

most-in-need communities will benefit.

This includes revitalising high streets and town centres, preserving local heritage,
providing housing, creating jobs, boosting productivity and skills, improving health
and well-being, creating new transport links, providing education and opportunity and
improving safety and security.

And a Pride in Place Impact Fund will see eight local authorities share £12 million to
fund the types of changes people have said they want to see. These could include
new green spaces, play areas and town centre revitalisation to sports and leisure
facilities and the improvement and ownership of key community assets. Across the
UK a total of 95 areas will receive this capital funding.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer said: “For too long, people have watched their towns
and streets decline — powerless to stop boarded-up shops and neglected parks. That
ends now.



“We’'re investing in the UK’s future, by backing the true patriots that build our
communities up in neighbourhoods across every corner of the country. Because it's
people who bring pride, hope and life to our communities.

“This is a huge investment, but what matters most is who decides how it’s spent: the
neighbours, volunteers and parents who know their communities best — the people
with real skin in the game.

“We’re choosing renewal over decline, unity over division. This is our Plan for
Change in action — giving power and pride back to the people who make Britain
great.”

Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “The UK Government is committed to
delivering a decade of national renewal for Scotland. Through the Pride in Place
programmes we’re announcing today, the UK Government will provide 14 places in
Scotland with up to £20 million over 10 years and eight Scottish local authorities with
£1.5 million over two years.

“We are providing almost £300 million new direct investment to local authority areas
to revitalise local communities. The UK Government will be working with local
partners to deliver economic growth and | see these improvements made to
communities up and down Scotland making them even greater places to live, work
and play.”

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve
Reed said: “Building pride in place starts with people, not politics. Local people know
what they want to see in their neighbourhoods — and they don’t need government to
dictate it.

“This plan will spark an historic grassroots movement that will restore local people’s
power, boost national pride and help people get on in life across the UK as part of
our Plan for Change.”

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves said: "We’re giving local people
the power to transform their hometowns. Giving them more control of how money is
spent where they live so that together we can invest in Britain’s renewal and build an
economy that rewards working people.

“This £5 billion investment doesn't just reverse decades of underinvestment in our
public infrastructure — it cuts through the bureaucracy by giving local people the
power to deliver the change they want to see."



Around £200 million direct funding has already been committed for 10 Scottish towns
in the Plan for Neighbourhoods scheme announced earlier this year.

This is being extended in the Pride in Place programme so a further 14 places in
Scotland will benefit from up to £20 million each over 10 years.

Local people in the existing 10 Scottish towns are already having their say over how
to improve their community:

° In Elgin more than 1,000 ideas have already been submitted, including
tackling empty shops, revamping the town shopping centre.

° In Peterhead people are ramping up CCTV in the town centre to tackle anti-
social behaviour and investing in indoor sports and leisure facilities.

The new Pride in Place Impact Fund will see eight Scottish local authorities receive
£1.5 million each over two years.

Notes to editors
The full Pride in Place Strategy can be read on GOV.UK

The up to £5 billion package includes an additional £3.5 billion funding to roll out the
Plan for Neighbourhoods programme to 169 more areas across the UK.

On the Pride in Place (Plan for Neighbourhoods) programme, neighbourhoods will
be selected by the Scotland Office and Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) later this year, following an evidence-led process involving
local partners.

The Pride in Place Impact Fund (Pride in Neighbourhoods) will be governed by local
authorities who will select the benefitting projects. The fund will run over a two year
time-frame, starting this financial year (2025/26).

Allocations

Pride in Place: extended Plan for Neighbourhoods (new) - up to £20m each (£280m
total)

° Aberdeen City
° City of Edinburgh

° Falkirk

° Fife x2

° Glasgow x2
° Highland

° North Ayrshire
) North Lanarkshire
° South Ayrshire



° South Lanarkshire
° Na h-Eileanan Siar
° West Lothian

Pride in Place Impact Fund (Pride in Neighbourhoods) (new) - £1.5m each (£12m
total)

° Glasgow City

° West Dunbartonshire
° North Ayrshire

° Dundee City

) North Lanarkshire

° Inverclyde

° East Ayrshire

° Falkirk

Existing Plan for Neighbourhoods - announced Spring 2025 - up to £20m each
(£200m total)

° Angus (Arbroath)

° Moray (Elgin)

° Orkney Islands

° Aberdeenshire (Peterhead)

° Dumfries & Galloway (Dumfries)
) North Ayrshire (Irvine)

° East Ayrshire (Kilmarnock)

° West Dunbartonshire (Clydebank)
° North Lanarkshire (Coatbridge)

° Inverclyde (Greenock )

UKG-wide News Release

Government announces £5bn to revive high streets, parks and public spaces
By Abbie Llewelyn, PA Political Staff
This story is embargoed until 18:00 - 25 Sep 2025



The Government has announced funding of up to £5 billion to revive high streets,
parks and public spaces.

The investment aims to support people across 339 neighbourhoods to lead the
renewal in their local areas as part of the Government’s new Pride in
Place programme.

As part of the fund, 169 areas will receive £2 million every year for a decade to give
them certainty when planning for the future, totalling £3.5 billion.

This is on top of an existing commitment to 75 areas, costing £1.5 billion.

Separately, a further 95 areas will receive an immediate £1.5 million cash injection to
upgrade public spaces with new green spaces, play areas and sports and leisure
facilities.

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer promised that local people “with real skin in the
game” will decide how this funding is spent.

Communities will also be given new powers to save local pubs and libraries, and
block unwanted betting and vape shops, as well as fake barbers.

Councils will be given the opportunity to seize derelict buildings and boarded-up
shops under Community Right to Buy and compulsory purchase powers.

Sir Keir said: “For too long, people have watched their towns and streets decline —
powerless to stop boarded-up shops and neglected parks. That ends now.

“We’re investing in the UK’s future, by backing the true patriots that build our
communities up in neighbourhoods across every corner of the country. Because it's
people who bring pride, hope and life to our communities.

“This is a huge investment, but what matters most is who decides how it's spent: the
neighbours, volunteers and parents who know their communities best — the people
with real skin in the game.

“We’re choosing renewal over decline, unity over division. This is our plan for change
in action — giving power and pride back to the people who make Britain great.”

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government Steve Reed
said: “Building pride in place starts with people, not politics.

“Local people know what they want to see in their neighbourhoods — and they don'’t
need government to dictate it.

“This plan will spark an historic grassroots movement that will restore local people’s
power, boost national pride and help people get on in life across the UK as part
of our plan for change.”

Chancellor Rachel Reeves said: “We’re giving local people the power to transform
their home towns.

“Giving them more control of how money is spent where they live so that together we
can invest in Britain’s renewal and build an economy that rewards working people.

“This £5 billion investment doesn’t just reverse decades of underinvestment in our
public infrastructure — it cuts through the bureaucracy by giving local people the
power to deliver the change they want to see.”



Communities in Eston, Elgin, Ramsgate and Torbay, among others, have already
come together to discuss ideas for regenerating their areas, the Government said.




(Email thread on media query 24 - 25 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 16:33

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]

<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

)(b)
38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning,
Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement -
4.20pm, pls

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

No further views on quote from me and an additional line on regen funding already
taking place in Scotland for background note. | would suggest this is for DFM to clear
given her portfolio responsibility on regeneration and previous engagement with
UKG on Plan for Neighbourhoods (now Pride of Place).

Thanks,
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Regeneration & Place Strategy Team Leader |
Regeneration, Architecture & Place Division | Scottish Government | [redacted
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot

Scottish G t || Inthe — | Transformin = | =
P Scottish Governmen of Scotiand Planning : X m _'__DEUEIDDmEHt,'-:.“.


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 16:04

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)];
Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement -
4.20pm, pls

)
)
)
)

Hi all, just picking up for [redacted 38(1)(b)]. The Daily Mail has forwarded another
UKG release with quotes from Douglas Alexander and details of the locations in
Scotland and the financial allocations — in full below.

If no further views by 4.20pm, and hoping I've captured all of the suggested tweaks,
I'll send the below to SpAds.

Thanks

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:



“The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities, has
been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK.

“Given the strong partnership approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is
extremely disappointing that once again UKG did not consult us on their Pride of
Place plans, despite their clear commitment to work with the Scottish Government on
how any new UK wide initiatives would be delivered in Scotland.

“We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to deliver
Pride of Place in Scotland should come to the Scottish Government to allocate.

That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish Government policy and
complement existing work underway to maximise impact of local outcomes for the
people and places of Scotland.”

Background:

We are supporting place-based community-led regeneration in our most
disadvantaged communities with investment of over £62 million this year. This
investment will support delivery of our regeneration policy ambitions, including town
centre revitalisation, addressing the blight of vacant and derelict land and supporting
community-led ownership.

In Scotland, communities can already take ownership and control of public assets
through community asset transfer legislation. This landmark law is the first of its kind
in the UK. Since its introduction in 2017, public authorities in Scotland have agreed
more than 300 asset transfer requests using these powers and many more are
currently being progressed.

Last week the Scottish Government published a consultation on reform of the law on
Compulsory Purchase in Scotland, looking to update outdated legislation to make
the system fairer and less complex.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) sets out that development proposals for
certain non-retail uses (including betting shops) will not be supported if further
provision of these services will undermine the character and amenity of the area or
the health and wellbeing of communities, particularly in disadvantaged areas.

QUERY



As discussed, this is money that’s going to councils in Scotland directly, not via
Holyrood.

| know that has caused some tension in the past.
What does the SG make of this development?

Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “The UK Government is committed to
delivering a decade of national renewal for Scotland. Through the Pride in Place
programmes we’re announcing today, the UK Government will provide 14 places in
Scotland with up to £20 million over 10 years and eight Scottish local authorities with
£1.5 million over two years.

“We are providing almost £300 million new direct investment to local authority areas
to revitalise local communities. The UK Government will be working with local
partners to deliver economic growth and | see these improvements made to
communities up and down Scotland making them even greater places to live, work
and play.”

EMBARGOED UNTIL 1800h THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH

UK Government’s £292 million Pride in Place investment to transform Scottish
neighbourhoods

° 16 Scottish local authority areas to share funds to revitalise communities as
part of our Plan for Change

) Across the UK a record up to £5 billion for 339 communities confirmed to
restore pride in local areas

° Scotland Office directing funds into a wide range of improvements with
spending decisions in the hands of local groups and people

Local communities are at the heart of Scottish life - and the Scotland Office is
backing them with millions of pounds to improve the opportunities and environment
for people across the country, the Prime Minister announced today.

The Pride in Place programme will see up to £280 million shared among 12 Scottish
local authorities to precisely target areas which can benefit most from funding being
made available for a wide range of regeneration projects. Across the UK 169 of the

most-in-need communities will benefit.



This includes revitalising high streets and town centres, preserving local heritage,
providing housing, creating jobs, boosting productivity and skills, improving health
and well-being, creating new transport links, providing education and opportunity and
improving safety and security.

And a Pride in Place Impact Fund will see eight local authorities share £12 million to
fund the types of changes people have said they want to see. These could include
new green spaces, play areas and town centre revitalisation to sports and leisure
facilities and the improvement and ownership of key community assets. Across the
UK a total of 95 areas will receive this capital funding.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer said: “For too long, people have watched their towns
and streets decline — powerless to stop boarded-up shops and neglected parks. That
ends now.

“We’re investing in the UK’s future, by backing the true patriots that build our
communities up in neighbourhoods across every corner of the country. Because it's
people who bring pride, hope and life to our communities.

“This is a huge investment, but what matters most is who decides how it's spent: the
neighbours, volunteers and parents who know their communities best — the people
with real skin in the game.

“We’re choosing renewal over decline, unity over division. This is our Plan for
Change in action — giving power and pride back to the people who make Britain
great.”

Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “The UK Government is committed to
delivering a decade of national renewal for Scotland. Through the Pride in Place
programmes we’re announcing today, the UK Government will provide 14 places in
Scotland with up to £20 million over 10 years and eight Scottish local authorities with
£1.5 million over two years.

“We are providing almost £300 million new direct investment to local authority areas
to revitalise local communities. The UK Government will be working with local
partners to deliver economic growth and | see these improvements made to
communities up and down Scotland making them even greater places to live, work
and play.”

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve
Reed said: “Building pride in place starts with people, not politics. Local people know



what they want to see in their neighbourhoods — and they don’t need government to
dictate it.

“This plan will spark an historic grassroots movement that will restore local people’s
power, boost national pride and help people get on in life across the UK as part of
our Plan for Change.”

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves said: "We’re giving local people
the power to transform their hometowns. Giving them more control of how money is
spent where they live so that together we can invest in Britain’s renewal and build an
economy that rewards working people.

“This £5 billion investment doesn't just reverse decades of underinvestment in our
public infrastructure — it cuts through the bureaucracy by giving local people the
power to deliver the change they want to see."

Around £200 million direct funding has already been committed for 10 Scottish towns
in the Plan for Neighbourhoods scheme announced earlier this year.

This is being extended in the Pride in Place programme so a further 14 places in
Scotland will benefit from up to £20 million each over 10 years.

Local people in the existing 10 Scottish towns are already having their say over how
to improve their community:

° In Elgin more than 1,000 ideas have already been submitted, including
tackling empty shops, revamping the town shopping centre.

° In Peterhead people are ramping up CCTV in the town centre to tackle anti-
social behaviour and investing in indoor sports and leisure facilities.

The new Pride in Place Impact Fund will see eight Scottish local authorities receive
£1.5 million each over two years.

Notes to editors
The full Pride in Place Strategy can be read on GOV.UK

The up to £5 billion package includes an additional £3.5 billion funding to roll out the
Plan for Neighbourhoods programme to 169 more areas across the UK.

On the Pride in Place (Plan for Neighbourhoods) programme, neighbourhoods will
be selected by the Scotland Office and Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) later this year, following an evidence-led process involving
local partners.



The Pride in Place Impact Fund (Pride in Neighbourhoods) will be governed by local
authorities who will select the benefitting projects. The fund will run over a two year
time-frame, starting this financial year (2025/26).

Allocations

Pride in Place: extended Plan for Neighbourhoods (new) - up to £20m each (£280m
total)

° Aberdeen City
° City of Edinburgh

° Falkirk

° Fife x2

° Glasgow x2
° Highland

° North Ayrshire

° North Lanarkshire

° South Ayrshire

° South Lanarkshire
° Na h-Eileanan Siar
° West Lothian

Pride in Place Impact Fund (Pride in Neighbourhoods) (new) - £1.5m each (£12m
total)

° Glasgow City

° West Dunbartonshire
° North Ayrshire

° Dundee City

° North Lanarkshire

° Inverclyde

° East Ayrshire

° Falkirk

Existing Plan for Neighbourhoods - announced Spring 2025 - up to £20m each
(£200m total)

) Angus (Arbroath)

° Moray (Elgin)

° Orkney Islands

° Aberdeenshire (Peterhead)



° Dumfries & Galloway (Dumfries)
° North Ayrshire (Irvine)

) East Ayrshire (Kilmarnock)

° West Dunbartonshire (Clydebank)
° North Lanarkshire (Coatbridge)

° Inverclyde (Greenock )

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 15:41

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Suggested wee tweak to background — may be pedantic, but given territorial aspect
of this.



Regards
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Policy Manager | Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
Directorate| Scottish Government | Phone number [redacted 38(1)(b)]

W Scottish Government || Inthe serv Transforming
-

o Scoiand | ianaing | X [E] Development.scot

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 15:12

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)],

One minor amendment highlighted in the background note below, otherwise fine for
Community Empowerment interests.

Thanks,


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] |Policy Manager | Place Based Service Change and Delivery Unit
| Public Service Reform Directorate | Scottish Government | 3-F North: Victoria Quay
| Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ | [redacted 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot |
Community.Empowerment@gov.scot | @CommEmpower | Communities Channel
Scotland (communityscot.org.uk)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 14:47

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning,
Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Apologies, resending this with the two Press Association news stories appended,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 14:45

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted



38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for
Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Hello all,

The Press Association is currently running a story for media on this with an embargo
of 6pm this evening giving further (limited) detail of the UKG ‘Pride in Place’ initiative.

Their copy is below, along with the piece they have already run this morning.

As the earlier piece references working with the Scottish Government and the one to
be published this evening mentions Elgin as one of the towns which has been
discussing ideas for regeneration, | would like to proceed to get lines cleared in case
we receive further media requests for comment.

| would suggest we respond along the lines suggest earlier by [redacted 38(1)(b)]
and have added a brief background note. Could officials review this for accuracy
please, before | send proposed lines to Spads for a view?

Thanks,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:



“The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities, has
been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK.

“Given the strong partnership approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is
extremely disappointing that once again UKG did not consult us on their Pride of
Place plans, despite their clear commitment to work with the Scottish Government on
how any new UK wide initiatives would be delivered in Scotland.

“We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to deliver
Pride of Place in Scotland should come to the Scottish Government to allocate.

That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish Government policy and
complement existing work underway to maximise impact of local outcomes for the
people and places of Scotland.”

Background:

In Scotland, communities can already take ownership and control of public assets
through community asset transfer legislation. This landmark law is was the first of its
kind in the UK. Since its introduction in 2017, public authorities in Scotland have
agreed more than 300 asset transfer requests using these powers and many more
are currently being progressed.

Last week the Scottish Government published a consultation on reform of the law on
Compulsory Purchase in ScotlandOrders, looking to update outdated legislation to
make the system fairer and less complex.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) sets out that development proposals for
certain non-retail uses (including betting shops) will not be supported if further
provision of these services will undermine the character and amenity of the area or
the health and wellbeing of communities, particularly in disadvantaged areas.

ENDS

Press Association story issued this morning:

PoliticsGovernment Communities

Press Release

Communities to seize control over high streets and restore pride
Contributed by UK Government and Public Sector

11:59



Issued by: Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

Local communities will be handed new powers to revitalise their high streets and
restore pride in their towns.

« Communities will be handed unprecedented new powers to seize boarded shops,
save derelict pubs and block gambling and vape shops on their high street.

* Prime Minister to announce “Pride in Place” Programme with historic funding to
invest in over 330 of our most overlooked communities.

» The measures form the largest transfer of power from Whitehall to communities in
history through the Plan for Change.

People will be given the power to revitalise their neglected high streets, create new
spaces for young people and take back control of derelict pubs, to breathe new life
into neglected communities up and down the country.

Communities will be handed new powers to seize boarded up shops, save their
treasured local pubs or libraries and clean up the eyesores in their area.

Local people will finally have the powers to put things right after years of decline — an
inheritance the government is determined to fix through the Plan for Change.

This is about choosing a future where communities are empowered to come
together, rather than be divided, and where renewal is chosen over decline.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer will unveil the Pride in Place programme — an
unprecedented programme backed by record funding — that lets local people call the
shots on where and how money is spent in their communities, restoring local pride
and helping them reclaim their streets.

For far too long, communities have been dictated to rather than in control of their
own destiny. This week marks a new way of governing. By choosing renewal over
decline, this government is delivering lasting change working people will feel.

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve Reed
said:

“When people step out of their front doors, they know their communities are
struggling. They see shuttered pubs, fading high streets and their local areas in
decline.

“Yes, communities have been stretched — but they haven’t given up. They’re working
hard to make things better, and we’re backing them.

“The Government is putting power into their hands so local people decide how best
to restore pride in their neighbourhoods, not us in Westminster.

“That’s what real patriotism looks like: building up our communities and choosing
renewal over division.”

The nationwide Pride in Place programme — which will be unveiled by the Prime
Minister (Thursday, 25 September) — will deliver a record investment and support
over 330 communities in total. It will tackle deep-rooted deprivation and regional
inequality through wide-ranging action, including:

« Community Right to Buy: handing local people the power to buy beloved assets,
helping them turn around derelict pubs, create new parks and regenerate treasured
spaces in the heart of their communities.



» Compulsory Purchase powers: allowing communities in England to acquire assets
and eyesores like boarded up shops and derelict abandoned businesses, allowing
new local start-ups to thrive. For larger sites — like disused department stores or
abandoned office blocks — it could even see new health centres opening up, or local
housing to help reach our target of 1.5 million homes.

» Power to block unwanted shops: empowering councils in England to say no to new
betting shops, vapes stores and fake barbers.

* Giving residents the power: we will only approve spending if community groups,
local organisations and social clubs have been included in decisions on how the
money should be spent — putting real power in local hands and giving them a proper
say over their community.

Further information

We are looking at new powers that would give communities more control over where
betting shops can open, and how many there can be in one area. This is about
giving people a say over their high street, particularly where there are high numbers
of these types of shop already, not blocking these shops altogether.

We are also looking at accelerating ways communities can take ownership of empty
shops - helping to give them a greater say over what’s on their high streets, so they
don’t just end up with rows of vape shops, gambling shops and barbers. The
government is already bringing in new laws to crack down on dodgy vape shops
through the Tobacco and Vapes Bill.

We will only approve spending if Pride in Place Boards have genuinely engaged their
communities, so that community groups, local organisations and social clubs have
been included in decisions on how the money should be spent.

We are announcing a raft of new powers and programmes to empower communities
across the UK. Please note that some powers and programmes will not apply in
every nation of the UK.

The Pride in Place funding will be delivered in England, Scotland and Wales, with
corresponding funding provided to Northern Ireland. The government will be working
closely with the Scottish and Welsh Governments to design specific programmes
which put the principles of the strategy of community engagement at the centre.
Further detail on Northern Ireland, including support for Belfast, will follow.

Press Association story issued under embargo for 18:00 tonight.

Government announces £5bn to revive high streets, parks and public spaces

By Abbie Llewelyn, PA Political Staff

This story is embargoed until 18:00 - 25 Sep 2025



The Government has announced funding of up to £5 billion to revive high streets,
parks and public spaces.

The investment aims to support people across 339 neighbourhoods to lead the
renewal in their local areas as part of the Government’s new Pride in Place
programme.

As part of the fund, 169 areas will receive £2 million every year for a decade to give
them certainty when planning for the future, totalling £3.5 billion.

This is on top of an existing commitment to 75 areas, costing £1.5 billion.

Separately, a further 95 areas will receive an immediate £1.5 million cash injection to
upgrade public spaces with new green spaces, play areas and sports and leisure
facilities.

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer promised that local people “with real skin in the
game” will decide how this funding is spent.

Communities will also be given new powers to save local pubs and libraries, and
block unwanted betting and vape shops, as well as fake barbers.

Councils will be given the opportunity to seize derelict buildings and boarded-up
shops under Community Right to Buy and compulsory purchase powers.

Sir Keir said: “For too long, people have watched their towns and streets decline —
powerless to stop boarded-up shops and neglected parks. That ends now.

“We’re investing in the UK’s future, by backing the true patriots that build our
communities up in neighbourhoods across every corner of the country. Because it's
people who bring pride, hope and life to our communities.

“This is a huge investment, but what matters most is who decides how it's spent: the
neighbours, volunteers and parents who know their communities best — the people
with real skin in the game.

“We’re choosing renewal over decline, unity over division. This is our plan for change
in action — giving power and pride back to the people who make Britain great.”

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government Steve Reed
said: “Building pride in place starts with people, not politics.

“Local people know what they want to see in their neighbourhoods — and they don'’t
need government to dictate it.

“This plan will spark an historic grassroots movement that will restore local people’s
power, boost national pride and help people get on in life across the UK as part of
our plan for change.”

Chancellor Rachel Reeves said: “We’re giving local people the power to transform
their home towns.

“Giving them more control of how money is spent where they live so that together we
can invest in Britain’s renewal and build an economy that rewards working people.

“This £5 billion investment doesn’t just reverse decades of underinvestment in our
public infrastructure — it cuts through the bureaucracy by giving local people the
power to deliver the change they want to see.”



Communities in Eston, Elgin, Ramsgate and Torbay, among others, have already
come together to discuss ideas for regenerating their areas, the Government said.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Sent: 25 September 2025 11:04

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning,
Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Thanks all for the feedback on this.

We haven’t been approached further about this UKG announcement and | think the
general lines suggested by [redacted 38(1)(b)] here are probably a very useful
holding line. The point about the Internal Market Act is definitely one we would wish
to emphasise, should we be asked.

[redacted - out of scope]

I'd suggest we stand down on further responses to this for now and I'll revert with
suggested comms lines as necessary, based on the various contributions,

Thanks again,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]



From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 10:53

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning,
Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

b
b
b
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Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]

As we don’t have any detail on ‘Pride of Place’ | suggest falling back on previous
general responses, along the lines of

The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities, has
been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK. Given the strong partnership
approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is extremely disappointing that once
again UKG did not consult us on their Pride of Place plans, despite their clear
commitment to work with the Scottish Government on how any new UK wide
initiatives would be delivered in Scotland.

We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to deliver
Pride of Place in Scotland should come to the Scottish Government to allocate.

That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish Government policy and
complement existing work underway to maximise impact of local outcomes for the
people and places of Scotland.



Regards
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted - out of scope]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 09:46

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)];
Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Hi

On the face of it this looks like a refinement of the UKG Plan for Neighbourhoods
expansion announce at the spending review, bundled with high street rental auction
powers that came with the Levelling Up Act. The ‘new’ piece seems to be a
requirement for community organisations to have a say and possibly some new
planning regs? Not clear if there is new money though or just clarity on what was
announced previously.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 09:44

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted



38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [REDACTED 38(1)(B)liona Simpson
[redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]Joyd@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

[redacted 38(1)(b)]:

Thanks — just to add that the UKG team developing their new approach to
Community Right to Buy have been in touch with [redacted 38(1)(b)] to learn more
about the established SG approach but we haven'’t seen the details of their work.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

Head of Natural Capital Policy and Valuation
Land Reform, Rural & Islands Policy Division
Agriculture & Rural Economy Directorate

Email: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot
Blackberry: [redacted 38(1)(b)]
My working hours are currently 8:30 — 5, Monday to Friday.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 09:28

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted



38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Copying [redacted 38(1)(b)] and [redacted 38(1)(b)] for community right to buy
interest

Regards
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Policy Manager | Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
Directorate| Scottish Government | Phone number [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Scottish Government || 'nthe Transformin = = —.
< of scotiand | paname e | X 1 [EDevelopment.sco

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 08:55

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)];
Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]s@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Widening this to community empowerment and LGR colleagues who may want to
add lines

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 08:50

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)], and [redacted 38(1)(b)].

We will need a response to this for the post-FMQs media briefing, so I'd be grateful
for any policy input as soon as possible this morning,

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Senior media manager | Finance, Local Government and
Corporate

Scottish Government, St Andrew's House

[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Mob: [redacted 38(1)(b)]



From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 07:49

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning,
Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)] — | pushed back on the request for SG comment last
night and haven’t heard anything on this on GMS this morning so far but of course
we may get further requests as more detail emerges.

Will leave with finance and local govt news colleagues in copy to pick up further
during the course of today

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 07:37

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning,
Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement



Good morning, thanks for sight of this [redacted 38(1)(b)]. This could go in several
directions, so adding colleagues with interests in development management,
regeneration, public service reform, community empowerment and land reform.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Division Head, Planning and Development Delivery |
Planning, Architecture & Regeneration Directorate | Scottish Government |
[redacted 38(1)(b)]

E‘Scottish Government ';g‘;‘c‘g't‘faﬁ X m ‘_ DE‘U’E'DDI’I’IET‘I‘IC'

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 24 September 2025 19:34

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for
Planning, Architecture and Regeneration <DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]s <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: Media query (BBC GMS) - UK 'Pride of Place' announcement

Hi all

With apologies for late call; query from the BBC (GMS) about an announcement
issued by the UKG under embargo for tomorrow about the ‘Pride of Place’
programme (below) and asking for an SG response.

I've had a quick look through and all the headline items - Communities will be
handed unprecedented new powers to seize boarded shops, save derelict pubs and
block gambling and vape shops on their high street - appear to be new powers for
English councils.

On that basis I've gone back to the BBC, pointed that out, and suggested they speak
to UKG to see if there is any more detail on what WILL apply in Scotland given that
all the above presumably won'’t. I've also flagged that we have consulted on
compulsory purchase reform last week.


https://www.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/
https://x.com/ScotGovPlanning
https://www.linkedin.com/in/planning-architecture-and-regeneration-1a5944195/
https://www.edevelopment.scot/eDevelopmentClient/

Am waiting to hear if they still want a response from us; it may be that there isn’t
much to say until we see the full detail tomorrow but putting this into the system now
in hope of eliciting early policy views. If they come back and still want something this
evening | will call round.

There may of course be questions about whether any funding should be devolved
rather than spent directly by UKG in Scottish communities

Grateful for any views
Thanks
[redacted 38(1)(b)] (duty comms)

Query

Hello,

I've attached the below press release. Which will run on GMS tomorrow morning.

Thanks,
Gaby

Embargoed until 2230 Wednesday 24 September

Communities will be handed unprecedented new powers to seize boarded shops,
save derelict pubs and block gambling and vape shops on their high street.

Prime Minister to announce “Pride in Place” Programme with historic funding to
invest in over 330 of our most deprived communities.

The measures form the largest transfer of power from Whitehall to communities in
history through the Plan for Change.

H

People will be given the power to revitalise their neglected high streets, create new
spaces for young people and take back control of derelict pubs, to breathe new life
into neglected communities up and down the country.



Communities will be handed new powers to seize boarded up shops, save their
treasured local pubs or libraries and clean up the eyesores in their area.

Local people will finally have the powers to put things right after years of decline — an
inheritance the government is determined to fix through the Plan for Change.

This is about choosing a future where communities are empowered to come
together, rather than be divided, and where renewal is chosen over decline.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer will later today unveil the Pride in Place programme — an
unprecedented programme backed by record funding — that lets local people call the
shots on where and how money is spent in their communities, restoring local pride
and helping them reclaim their streets.

For far too long, communities have been dictated to rather than in control of their
own destiny. Today marks a new way of governing. By choosing renewal over
decline, this government is delivering lasting change working people will feel.

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve Reed
said:

“When people step out of their front doors, they know their communities are
struggling. They see shuttered pubs, fading high streets and their local areas in
decline.

“Yes, communities have been stretched — but they haven’t given up. They’re working
hard to make things better, and we’re backing them.

“The Government is putting power into their hands so local people decide how best
to restore pride in their neighbourhoods, not us in Westminster.

“That’s what real patriotism looks like: building up our communities and choosing
renewal over division.”



The nationwide Pride in Place programme — which will be unveiled by the Prime
Minister later today (Thursday, 25 September) — will deliver a record investment and
support over 330 communities in total. It will tackle deep-rooted deprivation and
regional inequality through wide-ranging action, including:

Community Right to Buy: handing local people the power to buy beloved assets,
helping them turn around derelict pubs, create new parks and regenerate treasured
spaces in the heart of their communities.

Compulsory Purchase powers: allowing communities in England to acquire assets
and eyesores like boarded up shops and derelict abandoned businesses, allowing
new local start-ups to thrive. For larger sites — like disused department stores or
abandoned office blocks — it could even see new health centres opening up, or local
housing to help reach our target of 1.5 million homes.

Power to block unwanted shops: empowering councils in England to say no to new
betting shops, vapes stores and fake barbers.

Giving residents the power: we will only approve spending if community groups, local
organisations and social clubs have been included in decisions on how the money
should be spent — putting real power in local hands and giving them a proper say
over their community.

ENDS

Notes to editors;

We are looking at new powers that would give communities more control over where
betting shops can open, and how many there can be in one area. This is about
giving people a say over their high street, particularly where there are high numbers
of these types of shop already, not blocking these shops altogether.

We are also looking at accelerating ways communities can take ownership of empty
shops - helping to give them a greater say over what's on their high streets, so they
don't just end up with rows of vape shops, gambling shops and barbers. The
government is already bringing in new laws to crack down on dodgy vape shops
through the Tobacco and Vapes Bill.



We will only approve spending if Pride in Place Boards have genuinely engaged their
communities, so that community groups, local organisations and social clubs have
been included in decisions on how the money should be spent.

We are announcing a raft of new powers and programmes to empower communities
across the UK. Please note that some powers and programmes will not apply in
every nation of the UK.

The Pride in Place funding will be delivered in England, Scotland and Wales, with
corresponding funding provided to Northern Ireland. The government will be working
closely with the Scottish and Welsh Governments to design specific programmes
which put the principles of the strategy of community engagement at the centre.
Further detail on Northern Ireland, including support for Belfast, will follow.

[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Communications: News (Net Zero & Rural Affairs)

Scottish Government, St Andrew's House
e: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]




(Email thread local growth funding 25 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 10:11

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Subject: RE: UKG Announcement - Local Growth Funding

Hi all

There is a parallel email chain on a PM announcement on ‘Pride of Place’. Looks like
a refinement of the UKG Plan for Neighbourhoods expansion announced at the
spending review, bundled with high street rental auction powers that came with the
Levelling Up Act. The ‘new’ piece seems to be a requirement for community
organisations to have a say and possibly some new planning regs? Not clear if there
is new money though or just clarity on what was announced previously.

| seem to recall that Cabinet agreed lines about UKG engagement recently which we
might want to use for this? Can’t locate them though....

But along the lines of UKG agreed to work with SG on delivery of new initiatives in
Scotland and look forward to learning more detail, etc.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 08:33

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Cc: Anne-Marie Martin [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Subject: UKG Announcement - Local Growth Funding

Hi all,

[redacted - out of scope]



[redacted 38(1)(b)] [she / her / hers]
Team Leader Regional Economic Policy

Regional Economic Development | Directorate for Economic Development | Scottish
Government

Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)] | Email: [redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot | Please note |
work a compressed week, Monday — Thursday.

I’m using black size 14 font in emails to aid accessibility.

m Scottish Government
il



https://www.gov.scot/

(Media query 25 September)

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 19:24

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD view - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement -
funding for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail - 5.45pm, pls

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)].

[redacted 38(1)(b)] had asked below who SpAds prefer to clear — do you have a
preference?

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
News | Net Zero, Energy and Rural Affairs

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029
www.gov.scot/news

¥ in| £]O)].-|o|


https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Sent: 25 September 2025 19:19
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
<[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]
Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 (b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: SPAD view - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement -
funding for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail - 5.45pm, pls

N N N N N N

Tweaked.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2025 7:01 pm

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted



38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD view - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement -
funding for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail - 5.45pm, pls

Grateful for clearance of lines below as soon as reasonably possible please.

[redacted 38(1)(b)]
News | Net Zero, Energy and Rural Affairs

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029

www.gov.scot/news

¥ in] f|0]--]o

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 September 2025 18:00

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted

38(1)(b)]

Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing

<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and

Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;

[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted

38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic

<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1 )(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona


https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment

Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD view - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement -
funding for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail - 5.45pm, pls

Sorry to nudge so quickly, SpAds — grateful for your view on below.
Copying [redacted 38(1)(b)] who is on call for comms this evening.

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]
Sent: 25 September 2025 17:04
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] >
Cc: Communications Social Justice Housing
<CommunicationsSocialJusticeHousing@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and
Local Government <CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 (b)]J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 (b)]J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1 (b)]J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Fiona
Simpson [redacted 38(1)(b)]; Director for Planning, Architecture and Regeneration
<DirectorPAR@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted
38(1)(b)] <[redacted 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;

Subject: SPAD view - media query - -UKG 'Pride of Place' announcement - funding
for Scottish Councils - Daily Mail - 5.45pm, pls

~— N N N N S

Hi SpAds,



The Daily Mail seeks SG response to today’s UKG announcement of funding it will
give directly to Scottish councils for regeneration projects. News release embargoed
until 6pm today — in full below — details the scheme, areas and funding.

We’ve discussed with officials. Grateful for your view of suggested line.

The background note sets out where SG is leading the way in areas UKG is now
proposing for England — UKG wide news release also below

Given this crosses portfolios, also grateful for a steer on clearance —DFM to clear
with Public Finance Minister and Cab Sec Finance copied for awareness?

Thanks

[redacted 38(1)(b)]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities, has
been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK.

“Given the strong partnership approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is
extremely disappointing that once again the UK Government did not consult us on
their plans, despite their clear commitment to work with the Scottish Government on
how any new UK-wide initiatives would be delivered in Scotland.

“We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to deliver
this scheme in Scotland should respect devolution and come to the Scottish
Government to allocate. That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish
Government policy and complement existing work underway to maximise impact of
local outcomes for the people and places of Scotland.”

Background

The Scottish Government is supporting place-based community-led regeneration in
our most disadvantaged communities with investment of over £62 million this year.
This investment will support delivery of our regeneration policy ambitions, including
town centre revitalisation, addressing the blight of vacant and derelict land and
supporting community-led ownership.



In Scotland, communities can already take ownership and control of public assets
through community asset transfer legislation. This landmark law is the first of its kind
in the UK. Since its introduction in 2017, public authorities in Scotland have agreed
more than 300 asset transfer requests using these powers and many more are
currently being progressed.

Last week the Scottish Government published a consultation on reform of the law on
Compulsory Purchase in Scotland, looking to update outdated legislation to make
the system fairer and less complex.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) sets out that development proposals for
certain non-retail uses (including betting shops) will not be supported if further
provision of these services will undermine the character and amenity of the area or
the health and wellbeing of communities, particularly in disadvantaged areas.

QUERY

As discussed, this is money that’s going to councils in Scotland directly, not via
Holyrood.

| know that has caused some tension in the past.
What does the SG make of this development?

Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “The UK Government is committed to
delivering a decade of national renewal for Scotland. Through the Pride in Place
programmes we’re announcing today, the UK Government will provide 14 places in
Scotland with up to £20 million over 10 years and eight Scottish local authorities with
£1.5 million over two years.

“We are providing almost £300 million new direct investment to local authority areas
to revitalise local communities. The UK Government will be working with local
partners to deliver economic growth and | see these improvements made to
communities up and down Scotland making them even greater places to live, work
and play.”



EMBARGOED UNTIL 1800h THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH

UK Government’s £292 million Pride in Place investment to transform Scottish
neighbourhoods

° 16 Scottish local authority areas to share funds to revitalise communities as
part of our Plan for Change

° Across the UK a record up to £5 billion for 339 communities confirmed to
restore pride in local areas

° Scotland Office directing funds into a wide range of improvements with
spending decisions in the hands of local groups and people

Local communities are at the heart of Scottish life - and the Scotland Office is
backing them with millions of pounds to improve the opportunities and environment
for people across the country, the Prime Minister announced today.

The Pride in Place programme will see up to £280 million shared among 12 Scottish
local authorities to precisely target areas which can benefit most from funding being
made available for a wide range of regeneration projects. Across the UK 169 of the

most-in-need communities will benefit.

This includes revitalising high streets and town centres, preserving local heritage,
providing housing, creating jobs, boosting productivity and skills, improving health
and well-being, creating new transport links, providing education and opportunity and
improving safety and security.

And a Pride in Place Impact Fund will see eight local authorities share £12 million to
fund the types of changes people have said they want to see. These could include
new green spaces, play areas and town centre revitalisation to sports and leisure
facilities and the improvement and ownership of key community assets. Across the
UK a total of 95 areas will receive this capital funding.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer said: “For too long, people have watched their towns
and streets decline — powerless to stop boarded-up shops and neglected parks. That
ends now.

“We’re investing in the UK’s future, by backing the true patriots that build our
communities up in neighbourhoods across every corner of the country. Because it's
people who bring pride, hope and life to our communities.



“This is a huge investment, but what matters most is who decides how it’s spent: the
neighbours, volunteers and parents who know their communities best — the people
with real skin in the game.

“We’re choosing renewal over decline, unity over division. This is our Plan for
Change in action — giving power and pride back to the people who make Britain
great.”

Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “The UK Government is committed to
delivering a decade of national renewal for Scotland. Through the Pride in Place
programmes we’re announcing today, the UK Government will provide 14 places in
Scotland with up to £20 million over 10 years and eight Scottish local authorities with
£1.5 million over two years.

“We are providing almost £300 million new direct investment to local authority areas
to revitalise local communities. The UK Government will be working with local
partners to deliver economic growth and | see these improvements made to
communities up and down Scotland making them even greater places to live, work
and play.”

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve
Reed said: “Building pride in place starts with people, not politics. Local people know
what they want to see in their neighbourhoods — and they don’t need government to
dictate it.

“This plan will spark an historic grassroots movement that will restore local people’s
power, boost national pride and help people get on in life across the UK as part of
our Plan for Change.”

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves said: "We’re giving local people
the power to transform their hometowns. Giving them more control of how money is
spent where they live so that together we can invest in Britain’s renewal and build an
economy that rewards working people.

“This £5 billion investment doesn't just reverse decades of underinvestment in our
public infrastructure — it cuts through the bureaucracy by giving local people the
power to deliver the change they want to see."

Around £200 million direct funding has already been committed for 10 Scottish towns
in the Plan for Neighbourhoods scheme announced earlier this year.



This is being extended in the Pride in Place programme so a further 14 places in
Scotland will benefit from up to £20 million each over 10 years.

Local people in the existing 10 Scottish towns are already having their say over how
to improve their community:

) In Elgin more than 1,000 ideas have already been submitted, including
tackling empty shops, revamping the town shopping centre.

) In Peterhead people are ramping up CCTV in the town centre to tackle anti-
social behaviour and investing in indoor sports and leisure facilities.

The new Pride in Place Impact Fund will see eight Scottish local authorities receive
£1.5 million each over two years.

Notes to editors
The full Pride in Place Strategy can be read on GOV.UK

The up to £5 billion package includes an additional £3.5 billion funding to roll out the
Plan for Neighbourhoods programme to 169 more areas across the UK.

On the Pride in Place (Plan for Neighbourhoods) programme, neighbourhoods will
be selected by the Scotland Office and Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) later this year, following an evidence-led process involving
local partners.

The Pride in Place Impact Fund (Pride in Neighbourhoods) will be governed by local
authorities who will select the benefitting projects. The fund will run over a two year
time-frame, starting this financial year (2025/26).

Allocations

Pride in Place: extended Plan for Neighbourhoods (new) - up to £20m each (£280m
total)

° Aberdeen City
° City of Edinburgh

° Falkirk

° Fife x2

° Glasgow x2
° Highland

° North Ayrshire

° North Lanarkshire

° South Ayrshire

° South Lanarkshire
° Na h-Eileanan Siar
° West Lothian



Pride in Place Impact Fund (Pride in Neighbourhoods) (new) - £1.5m each (£12m
total)

° Glasgow City

° West Dunbartonshire
° North Ayrshire

° Dundee City

° North Lanarkshire

° Inverclyde

° East Ayrshire

° Falkirk

Existing Plan for Neighbourhoods - announced Spring 2025 - up to £20m each
(£200m total)

° Angus (Arbroath)

° Moray (Elgin)

° Orkney Islands

° Aberdeenshire (Peterhead)

° Dumfries & Galloway (Dumfries)
° North Ayrshire (Irvine)

) East Ayrshire (Kilmarnock)

° West Dunbartonshire (Clydebank)
° North Lanarkshire (Coatbridge)

° Inverclyde (Greenock )

UKG-wide News Release

Government announces £5bn to revive high streets, parks and public spaces
By Abbie Llewelyn, PA Political Staff
This story is embargoed until 18:00 - 25 Sep 2025

The Government has announced funding of up to £5 billion to revive high streets,
parks and public spaces.



The investment aims to support people across 339 neighbourhoods to lead the
renewal in their local areas as part of the Government’s new Pride in
Place programme.

As part of the fund, 169 areas will receive £2 million every year for a decade to give
them certainty when planning for the future, totalling £3.5 billion.

This is on top of an existing commitment to 75 areas, costing £1.5 billion.

Separately, a further 95 areas will receive an immediate £1.5 million cash injection to
upgrade public spaces with new green spaces, play areas and sports and leisure
facilities.

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer promised that local people “with real skin in the
game” will decide how this funding is spent.

Communities will also be given new powers to save local pubs and libraries, and
block unwanted betting and vape shops, as well as fake barbers.

Councils will be given the opportunity to seize derelict buildings and boarded-up
shops under Community Right to Buy and compulsory purchase powers.

Sir Keir said: “For too long, people have watched their towns and streets decline —
powerless to stop boarded-up shops and neglected parks. That ends now.

“We’re investing in the UK’s future, by backing the true patriots that build our
communities up in neighbourhoods across every corner of the country. Because it's
people who bring pride, hope and life to our communities.

“This is a huge investment, but what matters most is who decides how it's spent: the
neighbours, volunteers and parents who know their communities best — the people
with real skin in the game.

“We’re choosing renewal over decline, unity over division. This is our plan for change
in action — giving power and pride back to the people who make Britain great.”

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government Steve Reed
said: “Building pride in place starts with people, not politics.

“Local people know what they want to see in their neighbourhoods — and they don'’t
need government to dictate it.

“This plan will spark an historic grassroots movement that will restore local people’s
power, boost national pride and help people get on in life across the UK as part
of our plan for change.”

Chancellor Rachel Reeves said: “We’re giving local people the power to transform
their home towns.

“Giving them more control of how money is spent where they live so that together we
can invest in Britain’s renewal and build an economy that rewards working people.

“This £5 billion investment doesn’t just reverse decades of underinvestment in our
public infrastructure — it cuts through the bureaucracy by giving local people the
power to deliver the change they want to see.”

Communities in Eston, Elgin, Ramsgate and Torbay, among others, have already
come together to discuss ideas for regenerating their areas, the Government said.
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7 October 2025
Dear Douglas and Steve,

Thank you for your letter of 25 September updating me on the announcements made on the
Pride in Place Strategy.

As you will know, my officials have previously worked constructively with yours on the
Community Regeneration Partnerships and the former Plan for Neighbourhoods to help align
the funding with Scotland’s priorities and complement the existing work underway by Local
Government and communities. It is therefore disappointing that Pride in Place — as well as
the new Local Growth Fund — have been developed without any consultation or
engagement with the Scottish Government, COSLA or local authorities on allocation and
delivery, despite the Prime Minister's commitment to reset its relationship with the Scottish
Government.

We continue to support the revitalisation of our towns and city centres, and while | welcome
the additional investment supporting Scotland’s neighbourhoods through the Pride in Place
Programme and Pride in Place Impact Fund, this announcement has undoubtedly created
stakeholder confusion and incoherence, some of which have contacted us seeking clarity on
our involvement particularly considering UKG’s previous commitment.

You will also be aware that the Scottish Government is strongly opposed to the use of the
Internal Market Act to fund activity in devolved areas in Scotland, as these bypass
democratic scrutiny and accountability.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ BB %
We invest in people Silver LEADER oy
WWW.goV.scot


http://www.lobbying.scot/

As you know, the Act was passed under the previous UK Government without the consent of
any devolved legislature. It would be extremely concerning if the current UK Government
continued to use these powers, rather than using the Barnett formula to deliver this
investment through the Scottish Government in the normal manner, ensuring coherence with
existing programmes and plans.

The Scottish Government, working with Local Government and communities, has been
leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK through place based, cross-sector
collaboration and well-established governance structures. To maximise impact, any UK-wide
initiative here must respect these existing structures and policies. | hope that the Scotland
Office and UK Government will truly honour this commitment of partnership working and
proactively engage with us if we are to make this investment effective and impactful in
Scotland.

' A

KATE FORBES

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ BB %
We invest in people Silver LEADER oy
WWW.goV.scot
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UKG Pride of Place Strategy

Announcement 25 September 2025

Context/Issues

UKG announced its Pride in Place Strategy on 25" September as a key
regeneration action plan to support and empower communities at the ‘hyper-
local level'.

Despite UKG offer to work in partnership with SG in the design and
development of the programme, SG officials have not been engaged on the
development of this programme.

We understand that UKG have also not engaged with the named Councils in
Scotland.

We have been told that Scotland Office will contact SG officials on how Pride
in Place will be delivered in Scotland. It had been previously agreed with
MHCLG officials that SG would be involved in designing the selection
methodology for additional ‘Plan for Neighbourhood’ places announced in
March and in delivery of the expanded programme. However, we think it is
unlikely that Scotland Office will be as open to working in partnership.

Background - Pride in Place Strateqgy

1. Pride in Place Programme

In March 25, UKG announced a £1.5bn programme to support 75 places
across the UK. This involves delivering up to £20m per neighbourhood over a
decade. This was badged as the ‘Plan for Neighbourhoods’ programme,
honouring the commitment of former ‘Long Term Plan for Towns’ under the
Conservative administration.

On 25t September, UKG announced the Pride in Place Programme which
confirms the expansion of this investment to an additional 169 left-behind
communities across the UK.

Pride in Place programme will deliver up to £20m funding per neighbourhood
over the next decade (We anticipate a mixed profile of 70% CDEL and 30%
RDEL)

For Scotland, a total investment of £480m will be targeted in 24

neighbourhoods in Scotland over the next decade.

o 10 existing neighbourhoods (previously announced under Plan for
Neighbourhoods).

o 14 additional neighbourhoods

Pride in Place — additional 14 places below:

Aberdeen City

City of Edinburgh

Falkirk

Fife x2

Glasgow x2

Highland

North Ayrshire

North Lanarkshire

South Ayrshire

O O O O O O O O O


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pride-in-place-strategy/pride-in-place-strategy#our-action-plan
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o South Lanarkshire
o Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
o West Lothian
Note: Neighbourhoods in these LA areas are yet to be selected. Scotland
Office in collaboration with MHCLG will work to set out the place selection
methodology and announce neighbourhoods later in the year, following an
evidence-led process involving partners.
Pride in Place — existing 10 places (under previously badged ‘Plan for
Neighbourhoods) below:
o Arbroath
Clydebank
Coatbridge
Dumfries
Elgin
Greenock
Irvine
Kilmarnock
Peterhead
Orkney Islands

O O O O 0O O O 0 O

2. Pride in Place Impact Fund

UKG have also introduced the Pride in Place Impact Fund which will provide
£150m funding to 95 places across the UK, including an investment of £12m
across 8 Local Authorities in Scotland.
Purpose: to support the development of shared spaces, to revitalise local high
streets, and to improve the public realm.
Process: Each local authority area will receive up to £1.5 million and will run
over a two year timeframe starting this financial year (2025/26). The fund will
be governed by the local authority who are responsible for selecting the
benefitting projects. UKG will only approve spending if community groups,
local organisations and social clubs are included in decisions on how the
money should be spent.
Local authorities in receipt of the Impact Fund include:

o Glasgow City
West Dunbartonshire
North Ayrshire
Dundee City
North Lanarkshire
Inverclyde
East Ayrshire
Falkirk
Note: SG were not engaged or consulted by UKG on the design or
development of this process, including LA selection.

O O O O o0 o0 O

3. Other UKG considerations

Pride in Place will also introduce Community Right to Buy in England. It
commits to Compulsory Purchase powers to allowing communities in England
to acquire assets although we understand that this refers to powers proposed
in the English Devolution to devolve existing local authority CPOs powers to
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strategic combined authorities. UKG will also give new powers to councils in
England to block unwanted shops, such as “bookmakers and other gambling
businesses, vape shops and barbers that are deemed to be “fake”.

SG position/ Lines to Take

The Scottish Government, working with local government and communities,
has been leading the way on regeneration policy in the UK.

Given the strong partnership approach and policy landscape in Scotland, it is
extremely disappointing that once again UKG did not consult us on their Pride
of Place plans, despite their clear commitment to work with the Scottish
Government on how any new UK wide initiatives would be delivered in
Scotland.

We are strongly opposed to use of the Internal Market Act. Any funding to
deliver Pride of Place in Scotland should come to the Scottish Government to
allocate. That would ensure that this initiative aligns with Scottish Government
policy and complement existing work underway to maximise impact of local
outcomes for the people and places of Scotland.
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