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Request:  
 
‘Could you supply all briefings for answering the topical question on nuclear power 
jobs at Scottish Parliament on 16 September ?’ 
 
 
 
Document 001 
 
S6T-02667: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the Nuclear 
Industry Association's reported view that Scotland will miss out on thousands of new 
jobs due to its stance on nuclear energy.  
  
Draft answer:  
 
We are focussed on supporting growth and creating jobs by capitalising on 
Scotland’s immense renewable energy capacity rather than expensive new nuclear 
energy which takes decades to build and creates a legacy of radioactive waste which 
is difficult and costly to dispose of.   
   
Significant growth in renewables, storage, hydrogen and carbon capture and 
decommissioning are key opportunities for our future energy workforce in Scotland – 
with independent scenarios from Ernst and Young (EY) showing that with the right 
support, Scotland’s low carbon and renewable energy sector could support nearly 
80,000 jobs by 2050.  
  
  
Supplementary:  
  
Question: Evidence shows that new nuclear power takes decades to become 
operational at a very high cost to the public; with EDF Energy reporting that the costs 
of Hinkley Point C could spiral to £47.9 billion- more than double the original 
estimate. Does the Cab Sec agree with me that given the risks and high costs of 
nuclear, we’d be better placed to take advantage of Scotland’s natural abundance of 
far more affordable and far quicker to deliver renewable power?  
  
Draft Answer:  
 
Yes I do. New nuclear under current technologies takes decades to deliver, is 
expensive and creates a legacy of radioactive waste which is difficult and costly to 
dispose of.   
  
Scotland’s vast renewable energy potential is one of our greatest economic 
opportunities. Continuing to expand our renewables sector and its wider supply chain 
is expected to deliver thousands of well-paid, sustainable jobs across Scotland, as 
well as securing lasting benefits for communities and supporting our commitment to 
address the climate emergency.  
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Background note:  
 
Douglas Lumsden has been an MSP for North East Scotland (Region) for the 
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party since 2021.  
  
Mr. Lumsden has asked several nuclear PQs this year relating to employment and 
value of the nuclear energy industry and the planning system for building new 
nuclear power plants.  
  
There has been significant media and political interest in SG’s position against 
building new nuclear power stations since UKG announced £14.2 billion investment 
in Sizewell C in July 2025, with the total project now estimated to cost around £38 
billion.  
  
Nuclear top lines  
  
The Scottish Government does not support the building of any new nuclear power 
stations in Scotland under current technologies.  
 
The spiralling cost of Sizewell C demonstrates why we do not support new nuclear in 
Scotland.  When EDF applied for a nuclear site license for Sizewell C in 2020, they 
expected the project to cost £20 billion. According to industry sources, this estimate 
has now doubled to almost £40 billion.  
  
Nuclear energy creates a legacy of radioactive waste, requiring complex and 
expensive long-term management to prevent environmental contamination and harm 
to the public.  
 
The Fraser of Allander Institute report, published in May this year, shows a thriving 
renewable energy sector in Scotland that supported approximately £15.5 billion of 
output, £6.6 billion of GVA, and more than 47,000 jobs (in 2022).  
  
  
Security of supply top lines   
 
Scotland is a net exporter of electricity to the rest of GB - the UK Government relies 
on the electricity that Scotland generates to support delivery of its net zero targets 
and its ambition to deliver clean power by 2030.  
 
The National Energy Systems Operator (NESO) is responsible for security of supply.  
 
The Scottish Government have co-commissioned the NESO to develop the Strategy 
Spatial Energy Plan (SSEP) which will help accelerate and optimise the transition to 
clean, affordable and secure energy in Great Britain. This can be achieved through 
the deployment of renewable technologies, including storage technologies.  
 
 
Nuclear Fusion Top Lines   
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We are aware of increasing interest in the development of fusion energy – which is 
different from traditional nuclear energy due to the potential for significantly fewer 
toxic by-products.  
The Scottish Government’s position on traditional fission nuclear energy has not and 
will not change. We don’t support the building of any new nuclear power stations in 
Scotland under current technologies.  
 
We will continue to assess any new technologies based on safety, value for 
consumers, and contribution to Scotland’s low-carbon economy and net zero energy 
future.  
 
We are clear though that there is a long way to go in terms of fully understanding 
both the risks and opportunities that fusion energy technology presents.  
  
  
Nuclear statistics  
  
In 2023, 19% of electricity was generated from nuclear power in Scotland.   
Meanwhile, 70% of electricity generated in Scotland in 2023 was from renewable 
sources.  
 
Independent analysis by Ernst & Young suggests, with the right support, there could 
be 2044 jobs and £383 million of Gross Value Added in nuclear decommissioning in 
Scotland by 2045.  
  
Torness  
 
Between 1976 – 2024, Torness’ electrical output was 298 TWh.   
 
Torness’ Direct Gross Value Added (GVA) effect was £10.4 billion, Indirect GVA 
effect was £2.4 billion and Induced GVA effect was £3.3 billion.  
  
Torness employs around 550 EDF staff and 200 permanent contract partners.    
The stations are supported by specialists at engineering centres in Glasgow and 
Gloucester.   
 
EDF says extending the generating life of Torness for two years could lead to output 
of an additional 15TWh of zero carbon electricity.  That is enough to power 3.8 
million homes.  
  
SMRs/AMRs Background  
 
Whilst Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) and Advanced Modular Reactors (AMRs) are 
innovative in – for example – their size, fuels, or construction technique, they use the 
same method of electricity generation as traditional nuclear fission.  
  
This means the same environmental concerns as traditional nuclear power plants 
and their economic competitiveness is still to be proven in practice, once deployed. 
Lead in times are also long, even if shorter than traditional nuclear power stations.  
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Security of supply background   
 
A Scottish Government commissioned report, Electricity system security of supply in 
Scotland, published in 2023,  found that the increase in renewable generation 
capacity along with the installation of storage technologies would provide security of 
supply in Scotland.   
 
This report finds that the technology pathway to net zero in Scotland by 2045 would 
see the reduction in traditional firm generation capacities, including nuclear. But that 
this reduction would be offset by vast increases in wind and solar installed capacity, 
which along with the installation of storage technologies would provide security of 
supply in Scotland.  
 


