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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

Rachael Hamilton MSP
Member for Ettrick, Roxburgh &
Berwickshire

11t June 2025

Dear Minister Fairlie,

| am writing to follow up on your recent commitment, made in response to concerns
raised by my colleague Douglas Ross MSP, to convene a Seagull Summit with key
partners to explore preventative measures and discuss options for managing
aggressive gull behaviour.

In light of this, | would like to formally request that a similar Seagull Summit takes
place in Eyemouth, and that key stakeholders from the local community will be
invited to participate in the summit.

The town has been significantly affected by the growing problem of aggressive
seagulls, which has raised serious health and safety concerns, particularly for
children and vulnerable residents.

As the local MSP, | have been working closely with residents, businesses,
and relevant stakeholders to address this issue. Key actions taken to date
include:

¢ Organising a site visit with NatureScot, local residents, and businesses
to tour the worst affected areas and discuss practical management
strategies, such as gull-proof bins and improved signage.

¢ Holding multiple meetings with NatureScot to explore the licensing
process and potential interventions.

e Securing NatureScot’s endorsement for signage in Eyemouth aimed at
discouraging the public from feeding gulls.

e Convening a meeting with local businesses, residents, and Scottish
Borders Council to discuss the development of a comprehensive seagull
management plan.

¢ Raising the issue directly with the Scottish Government through
parliamentary questions

| also understand that Scottish Borders Council are currently preparing a draft
Gull Management Plan, which will be presented at a public meeting on 26th



June. However, immediate action is urgently needed.
| look forward to your speedy response on this issue.
Best wishes,
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Rachael Hamilton MSP
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Our Reference: 202500470604
Your Reference: Seagull Summit

3 July 2025
Dear Rachael,

Thank you for your letter of 11 June 2025 which you formally request that a similar
Seagull Summit takes place in Eyemouth.

As you are aware, | announced in the Chamber last week during the members
debate on gulls that | would chair a gull summit in Inverness. which would give
people who are being seriously impacted by gulls, not just in the Morayshire area,
but across Scotland, an opportunity to share their concerns.

The summit will also bring together key stakeholders who are responsible in some
way for managing gulls from local authorities and public health bodies to waste
management officials and BiD teams, along with NatureScot and representatives
from areas where effective measures are already in place.

The aim of the summit will be practical: to share best practice, learn from real-world
examples, identify policy gaps, and agree a collective way forward.

Given that the summit will be open to all of those affected in Scotland, | do not see
any requirement to hold a similar summit in Eyemouth.

Yours sincerely,
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JIM FAIRLIE



