Meeting with Scotland for Decrim
10 September 2025

Attendees

Minister for Victims & Community Safety

[Redact Section 38 Personal Information]— Scotland for Decrim

[Redact Section 38 Personal Information]- Scotland for Decrim

(Alongside [Redact Section 38 Personal Information] and [Redact Section 38 Personal
Information]— they were joined by one of their colleagues from Ireland, [Redact Section 38
Personal Information])

Lynsey Walton — National Ugly Mugs (NUM)

[Redact Section 38 Personal Information] - VAWG Unit

[Redact Section 38 Personal Information] — VAWG Unit

[Redact Section 38 Personal Information]- Minister’s Private Office

The Minister and VAWG Unit officials gave an update on the work Scottish Government
have underway to help build trust and confidence in police and to improve access to
support for women with experience of CSE. An overview of Operation Begonia was
given, along with an update on some of the work related to police and wider stakeholder
training. The update also referenced the longer-term aspects of support for women, such
as employability and training and highlighted the work being done at present with Skills
Development Scotland to help women navigate the next steps in terms of employment/
training.

VAWG officials reassured that our work continues to be guided by lived experience,
which includes the update to police training. Officials also explained that accessing
support from organisations we fund is not contingent on women exiting, but reiterated the
work to provide support for women should they want to do so.

Scotland for Decrim outlined the aims of their campaign- which is full decimalisation —
buying and selling sex.

Scotland for Decrim and NUM shared some feedback about how interactions with Police
could be improved.

NUM expressed concern that they were unable to access funding from the Scottish
Government and that this was a barrier to their engagement with discussions, SG
officials reiterated the primacy of Equally Safe in driving forward the Scottish
Government approach and this would remain the basis on which policy and practice
would be progressed.

Both organisations also shared their concerns around criminalising the purchase of sex
(in terms of the current members bill), particularly from the aspects of safety and their
colleague from Ireland gave some feedback about how this has impacted the
interactions that women have there with police- in terms of not helping to build trust.
VAWG officials explained that our current approach is focussing on the implementation
of the new police approach, which will help guide and further evidence what next steps
we take, but that key to this is ensuring we have the support women need in place, and
that is where the current focus remains. We are taking a careful and staged approach.
VAWG officials also mentioned some of the work underway with the Mhor Collective to
improve support for women with experience of online VAWG, with an area of this work’s
focus being improving support for women involved in online CSE. NUM suggested they
would share thoughts on this.



