
From: Taylor M (Margie)  
Sent: 12 August 2010 17:56 
To: [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: FW: Electronic Validation Process for Childsmile 
 
 
  
DEN Please Childsmile consent DPL 
  
Thanks 
  
________________________________________ 
From: [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 10 August 2010 14:48 
To: Taylor M (Margie) 
Subject: FW: Electronic Validation Process for Childsmile 
  
This is what we spoke about…..the use of an electronic signature is fine as it is 
regarded as being legal….this might solve some of the problems that we spoke 
about….what think you?.... [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 
 
  
From: [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 04 June 2010 09:26 
To: [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Electronic Validation Process for Childsmile 
  
Dear [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 
  
I wonder if I could ask you for advice. I am working with [Redacted s.38(1)(b)] on a 
new validation process for childsmile. We hoped we could ask your opinion on a new 
process involving electronic validation of childsmile prescriptions? 
  
Dentists involved with the Childsmile school and nursery programme (www.child-
smile.org<http://www.child-smile.org/>) currently prescribe approximately thirty 
thousand fluoride varnish applications annually for children in targeted areas across 
Scotland.  This application will contribute to board’s performance against H9 (Heat 
target 9) This process currently involves dentists checking specific written medical 
history questions, if appropriate placing a manual signature on paper consent forms, 
followed by an electronic validation process. This prescription enables dental nurses 
to apply fluoride varnish to ‘validated children’ within schools and nurseries. 
The current system is expanding and the combined signing and electronic validation 
is time consuming. The current process also involves transportation of consent forms 
to the prescribing dentist (or vice versa) and could be more efficient and sustainable. 
It has been proposed that this system is simplified, and replaced by an electronic 
process, as below: 
Dentists will in the proposed process “sign” the fluoride varnish consent forms for 
Childsmile School/Nursery online. 
  
1. Consent forms will be scanned in a standardised manner by office staff.  



2. The dentist will then download an image of a scanned consent form and the 
linked displayed child information/consent history relating to that child – this is to 
further ensure that the consent applies to the correct child and provide some 
potentially useful historical data regarding the child.  
3. The dentist will then decide to validate or invalidate their consent form (note: 
only valid children will receive the fluoride varnish) and click on the relevant button.  
  
  
• Electronic prescription includes:  
a)      dentist’s name 
b)      dentist’s practicing address 
c)      date on which the prescription is signed (Completed automatically) 
d)      such particulars to indicate whether the EEA (European Economic Area) health 
professional is a dentist (GDC (General Dental Council) registration number) 
e)      the name, address and the age, if under 12, of the person for the prescribed 
treatment 
f)       the dose of fluoride varnish (0.25mg or 0.5 mg, with 0.25 mg being default 
choice, and 0.5mg able to be changed using drop down menu or similar) 
g)      route of administration (for oral use) 
h)      and Frequency. (Apply once)  

 An electronic signature[i] must also meet the four requirements below 
including:  
a)      Uniquely linked to the signatory; 
b)      Capable of identifying the signatory; 
c)      Created using means that the signatory can maintain under his or her sole 
control; and 
d)      Linked to the data to which it relates in such a manner that any subsequent 
change of data is detectable 
  
Both the electronic signature proposal and the electronic prescription will comply with 
the following legislation: 
  
Medicines Act 1968 iii 
The Medicines for Human Use (Prescribing by EEA Practitioners) Regulations 2008 
vi 
Scope of Practice, General Dental Council [ii] 
The National Health Service (Pharmaceutical Services) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
[iii] 
The National Health Service (General Medical Services 
Contracts) (Scotland) Regulations 2004ix 
  
Thanks for you help 
  
Kind regards 
  
[Redacted s.38(1)(b)] 


