
 

ANNEX 
Exemptions 
 
Free and frank advice 
 
An exemption under section 30(b)(i) of FOISA applies to some of the information 
requested. This exemption applies because disclosure would, or would be likely to, 
inhibit substantially the free and frank provision of advice and exchange of views for 
the purposes of deliberation. The exemption recognises the need for Ministers to 
have a private space within which to seek advice and views from officials before 
settling on a final approach to engagement. Disclosing the content of free and frank 
briefing material on potential topics of conversation with foreign counterparts will 
substantially inhibit such briefing in the future, particularly because these discussions 
relate to sensitive information such as the policies of another government.  
  
These exemptions are subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account 
of all the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in 
disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemptions. 
We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the 
exemptions. We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as 
part of open, transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. 
However, there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space within which 
officials can provide free and frank advice and views to Ministers in briefings. It is 
clearly in the public interest that Ministers can properly prepare for international 
engagements. They need full and candid advice from officials to enable them to do 
so. Premature disclosure of this type of information could lead to a reduction in the 
comprehensiveness and frankness of such advice and views in the future, which 
would not be in the public interest. 
 
Personal information 
 
An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA applies to some of the information 
requested because it is personal data of a third party, i.e. names and contact details 
of individuals, and disclosing it would contravene the data protection principles in 
Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in section 34(1) of the 
Data Protection Act 2018.  
 
This exemption is not subject to the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to 
consider if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public 
interest in applying the exemption. 
 



Document 1 
 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 May 2025 10:33 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)]gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Meeting advice - Visit to Edinburgh by the President of the Senate, 
Parliament of Australia - 15 May  
 
Good morning [redacted - s38(1)(b)], 
 
Thank you for this confirmation.  
 
Yes, in parliament would be ideal, please, as I understand President Lines has a 
fairly full programme in parliament throughout the rest of the day. Could I please 
leave you to pick up usual arrangements for the room booking etc? 
 
Confirming I'm expecting it will be me providing official support and I note the 
deadline of 12 May for the briefing. 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
International Relations | Culture and External Affairs Directorate | Scottish 
Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]| Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. 
Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 

 
 

From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Sent: 06 May 2025 08:51 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Meeting advice - Visit to Edinburgh by the President of the Senate, 
Parliament of Australia - 15 May  
  
Good morning [redacted - s38(1)(b)], 
  

https://www.scotland.org/about-scotland/our-global-community


Thank you for sending the submission below.  Mr Robertson is content to meet with 
the Hon Sue Lines, President of the Senate, Parliament of Australia on Thursday 
15th May 14:15-14:45. 
  
I will update date the diary and send it onto everyone in this email with deadlines for 
briefing etc. 
  
Would you be able to confirm if it would be possible for the meeting to take place in 
Parliament?  The Cab Sec will need to head to the Chamber for 14:55 for the 
“Scotland in Todays Europe” debate. 
  
Thanks, 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
Office of Angus Robertson, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture 
Ministerial Private Office 
St Andrews House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
  
l www.gov.scot l 
  
  
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 01 May 2025 12:28 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Meeting advice - Visit to Edinburgh by the President of the Senate, 
Parliament of Australia - 15 May  
  
PS, Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and Culture  
  
Recommendation   
    

1. Officials recommend the Cabinet Secretary meets with Senator the Hon Sue 
Lines, President of the Senate, Parliament of Australia, when she visits 
Edinburgh in May. Officials propose 14.15 – 14.45 on Thursday 15 May for 
the meeting. 

  
Context and issues 
  

2. President Lines will be in Edinburgh for a series of engagements in the 
Scottish Parliament, including meeting with the Presiding Officer, observing 
FMQs, and lunch hosted by a Deputy Presiding Officer. She will travel to 
Scotland having visited the Senedd the previous day, 14 May. 

  
3. Ms Lines was elected the President of the Senate following the 2022 

Australian general election, becoming the first female Labor President of the 



Senate since Federation and the second woman to hold the role. Previously, 
she served as Deputy President since 2016. She was elected to the Senate 
for Western Australia in 2016 following a resignation. Her re-election in 2022 
means she is now part way through her six year term. In the Senate, Ms Lines 
has represented Australia at the United Nations Women’s Forum in New York 
City, delivered statements as national delegation leader at the Women 
Political Leaders Reykjavik Global Forum, and produced reports calling for 
gender equality at the Inter Parliamentary Union and Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association. Ms Lines was born in Perth, Western Australia. 
She joined the Labor Party in 1983 while studying at Murdoch University in 
Perth and began working at United Voice (now United Workers Union, of 
which she remains a member) in 1987. Prior to her election, she also worked 
as a teacher and a community organiser. 

  
Options considered and advice   
  

4. This meeting would be an opportunity to build connections with Western 
Australia, continue to promote Scottish Connections priorities, and gain a view 
of national politics in Australia ahead of your visit in July 2025.  

  
5. The upcoming 3 May Australian general election has been viewed as a tight 

race between the Australian Labor Party – ALP led by Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese and the Liberal/National Coalition led by Peter Dutton, with a hung 
parliament likely. However, Mr Dutton is considered to have performed poorly, 
and polls now suggest Labor is on track to retain its governing majority. The 
final election YouGov survey showed Labor's two-party preferred support on 
52.9 per cent, with the Coalition on 47.1 per cent. In the case neither Labor 
nor the Opposition Coalition achieve a majority, it could take a few weeks to 
form a new government. Regardless of the election result, you may wish to 
take the opportunity to invite President Lines’ reflections at this early juncture 
following election day. Officials will provide separate briefing following the 
election. 

  
6. In the Australian system, a federal election must take place at least once in 

every three years and the election had to take place by 17 May 2025. As is 
most common, the 3 May general election will see a half-Senate election 
(when half the state senators and the 4 territory senators are elected) held at 
the same time as elections for all the seats in the House of Representatives 
(the lower house). The role of the President of the Senate is not a fixed term 
appointment, but the term of office expires after a normal election for 
senators, as the 3 May election is, on the day before the first day of sitting 
after 30 June - when newly-elected senators take their seats. 

  
7. As the presiding officer, the President of the Senate acts with a degree of 

political impartiality. As an ALP politician, President Lines comes from the 
same party that is currently the party of government at a federal level. 

  
8. At state level in Western Australia, Labor is also the party of government after 

Premier Roger Cook won an third consecutive term with a significant majority 
in March this year. 



  
Conclusions and next steps  
  

9. If the Cabinet Secretary is content, officials will confirm meeting arrangements 
with the organiser of President Lines' programme.  

  
  
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]International Relations | Culture and External Affairs 
Directorate | Scottish Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. 
Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
 
  



Document 2 
 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 12 May 2025 16:14 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland <[redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Briefing - Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture meeting with meeting with the President of the Senate, Parliament of 
Australia - 15 May 2025 
 
PS, Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
 
Please see attached briefing for the Cabinet Secretary's meeting with the President 
of Australia's Senate on Thursday 15 May.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]International Relations | Culture and External Affairs 
Directorate | Scottish Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. 
Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
Document 2 attachment 
 
 
What Bilateral meeting with the President of the Senate, Parliament 

of Australia, Senator the Hon Sue Lines 
 

Where 4.43, Parliament 

When 14.14 – 14.45, Thursday 15 May  

Key Message(s) • Scotland and Australia have a strong, shared history. 
• Our diaspora connections, international cultural and sports 

activity, and trade activity are important to Scotland today.  
• How can we build connections with individuals and 

organisations to amplify and extend links between 
Scotland and Australia? 

 
Who President of the Senate, Parliament of Australia, Senator the 

Hon Sue Lines 



She will be accompanies by one of her advisers, [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)], Parliament of Australia’s International and 
Parliamentary Relations Office 
 

Why An opportunity to build connections with Australia ahead of an 
expected ministerial visit in 2025 and discuss the Scottish 
Government’s international priorities, particularly as related to 
Scottish Connections.  
 

Supporting 
official  

[redacted - s38(1)(b)], International Relations [redacted - 
s38(1)(b)] 

Briefing 
contents 

ANNEX A: Summary page  
ANNEX B: Biography of President Lines  
ANNEX C: Additional briefing 
• Scottish Government trade and investment with Australia - 

background  
• Commonwealth Games – additional lines if needed 
• Gender equality – top lines 
• Recent SG engagement 
ANNEX D: Background political briefing – Australia’s federal 
government  
 

Social media To be confirmed with Comms 

 
ANNEX A 

SUMMARY PAGE  
 
You will have a brief bilateral meeting with Senator the Hon Sue Lines, President of 
the Senate – the Upper House in Australia’s bicameral parliament.  
 
President Lines is visiting the Scottish Parliament on Thursday 15 May, having 
visited the Senedd the previous day. Around your meeting, she will have a 
parliamentary programme including attending First Minister’s Questions and lunch 
with a Deputy Presiding Officer, and dinner with the Presiding Officer. Officials 
understand her areas of interest for the wider visit are women’s empowerment, 
women’s representation and participation in parliament, and work undertaken by the 
Scottish Parliament of gender budgeting.  
 
Your meeting is an opportunity to discuss Scotland’s international priorities, ask 
President Lines’ advice on advancing people-to-people links with Australia, and 
signal your interest to visit Australia this summer. 
 
As the presiding officer, the President of the Senate acts with a degree of political 
impartiality. As an Australian Labour Party (ALP) politician, President Lines comes 
from the same party that is the party of government at a federal level and she is 
Senator for Western Australia.  
 



You may wish to take the opportunity to invite President Lines’ views on the political 
landscape in Australia following the federal election on 3 May through which ALP 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese was re-elected.  
 
Key points 
• Scotland’s International Strategy: The strategy outlines our international 

objectives for the remainder of the Parliamentary term, setting out how our work 
overseas across the three broad themes of the economy, trade and investment; 
energy and climate change; and relationships and influence, delivers for the 
people of Scotland, in the current constitutional context. 

 
• Scottish Connections: Scotland wants to further improve its ties with Australia 

through our broadly-defined diaspora work. People-to-people ties and 
international cultural and sports connections are important components of this.  

• Scotland and Australia have a long shared history. I understand and appreciate 
pipe bands, highland games, and St Andrew’s societies in Australia help keep 
historic and cultural connections alive.  

• Eight Scottish players have been named for the British & Irish Lions squad for the 
tour to Australia this summer – the first Lions tour to Australia since 2013. 

• National Museum Scotland’s Treasures of the Viking Age: The Galloway Hoard 
exhibition is on display at the South Australian Museum in Adelaide until July. 

• We want to celebrate and amplify these kinds of traditional heritage and 
contemporary connections, but also explore new ways to connect with areas of 
diaspora that may not be traditionally thought of as such.  

 
 
• Scottish Connections work must improve inclusivity and equality by promoting 

women’s and young people’s participation, reaching out to historically 
marginalised communities and groups, and better acknowledging and 
understanding Scots’ involvement in uncomfortable chapters in our history.  

• How do you think we might we work with individuals and groups in Western 
Australia and across the country to promote common links? 

 
• Trade and investment: I hope that Scotland and Australia can continue to work 

together on joint priorities to support us both to move to a net zero energy system 
and reap the huge potential economic benefits that brings. 

• Recognise the significant Australian investment and commitment to Scotland, for 
example, Sydney-headquartered Macquarie’s current investments including 
ownership of the Green Investment Group (HQ: Edinburgh), ScotWind (West 
Orkney offshore windfarm development) and Storegga (lead developer, Acorn 
CCUS project), and National Gas. Note Macquarie represented at the Global 
Offshore Wind Investment Conference in March.  

• Priorities for Scottish Development International in Australia are technology and 
energy transition, particularly de-commissioning. There are four SDI members of 
staff in Australia, including an energy transition trade specialist based in Perth.  

• SDI’s Energy Transition team in Scotland have a good relationship with the 
international trade and investment office, located in London and led by Agent 
General Angela Kelly, that represents Western Australia’s state government in 



Europe. A focal point of the relationship in Scotland is an established Aberdeen-
Perth WA business gateway event that takes place in Aberdeen in January.  

• In March, SDI again supported a delegation of companies from Scotland to 
Energy Exchange Australia – the major energy conference in Australia that takes 
place annual in Perth, Western Australia.  

• Climate: Four of the six Australian States (not including WA) and the two 
territories, are members or signatories of the Under2 Coalition, of which Scotland 
is the European Co-Chair.   

 
• [redacted – s30(b)(i)] 

 
• We will be delighted to welcome Australians to Scotland when Glasgow hosts the 

Commonwealth Games again next year (23rd July to 2nd August).  
• The concept of Glasgow 2026 is a refreshed format for the Games to create a 

blueprint for a sustainable event model to attract future hosts and provide a 
bridge to the Commonwealth Games of tomorrow. Additional lines available at 
Annex C. 

 
ANNEX B 

SUE LINES BIOGRAPHY  
 

Ms Lines was elected to the Senate for Western Australia in 2016 
following a resignation, becoming the first female Labor President of 
the Senate since Federation (1901) and the second woman to hold 
the role. Her re-election following the 2022 general election means 
she is now part way through her six year term (and was not up for 
election at Australia’s recent general election). 
 
Previously, she served as Deputy President since 2016.  

 
In the Senate, Ms Lines has represented Australia at the United Nations Women’s 
Forum in New York City, delivered statements as national delegation leader at the 
Women Political Leaders Reykjavik Global Forum, and produced reports calling for 
gender equality at the Inter Parliamentary Union and Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association.  
 
Ms Lines was born in Perth, Western Australia. She joined the Labor Party in 1983 
while studying at Murdoch University in Perth and began working at United Voice 
(now United Workers Union, of which she remains a member) in 1987. Prior to her 
election, she also worked as a teacher and a community organiser. 
 

ANNEX C 
ADDITIONAL POLICY BRIEFING  
 

o Scottish Government trade and investment with Australia - background 
• Australia is currently a Priority 2 market in A Trading Nation.  
• In addition to one staff member in Perth, SDI have two members of staff co-

located with the FCDO in Melbourne and one in Sydney.  
• Over 70 GlobalScots are located in Australia.  

o  



• The Australia-UK Free Trade Agreement entered into force on 31 May 2023. 
This triggered enhancements to Australia’s working holiday maker program and 
the UK’s youth mobility scheme, extending the upper age to 35 years.  

 
Commonwealth Games – additional lines if needed 
• Commonwealth Sport have recently reported that seven nations have submitted 

an Expression of Interest in hosting the 2030 or 2034 editions of the 
Commonwealth Games. There has been positive interest from four regions - 
Africa, Americas, Asia, and Oceania - suggesting that the re-imagined format 
adopted by Scotland for 2026 is attracting interest from different parts of the 
Commonwealth to create the Commonwealth Games of tomorrow.  

• The Games in Glasgow will be designed to make best use of existing venues and 
infrastructure and in turn sets a sustainable blueprint for the future of the Games. 
No public funding will be required from the Scottish Government for the event.  

• The Glasgow Games concept includes a 10-sport programme, including a fully 
integrated inclusive Para sport programme, set in four existing venues within an 
eight-mile corridor in Glasgow city, alongside a range of cultural and community 
activities.  

• As a scaled down concept and with no large outdoor sporting events, disruption 
to business as usual in Glasgow will be kept to a minimum and the smaller 
geographic footprint will enable athletes, spectators and visitors to move more 
easily and utilise public transport around the city.  

• Commonwealth Games Scotland will take steps to meet current best practice for 
major events’ environmental performance, setting a carbon budget and promoting 
active travel. This will be aided by the lack of capital build projects, a smaller 
event footprint, and a re-imagined King’s Baton Relay.  

• This will further enhance Scotland’s reputation as an innovative nation and leader 
of events worldwide, in line with the National Events Strategy, Scotland the 
Perfect Stage. 

 
Gender equality – top lines  
 
Gender equality is at the heart of the Scottish Government’s vision for a fairer 
Scotland. 
• We want women and girls to be empowered to exercise equal rights and 

opportunities, have equitable access to economic resources and decision 
making, and live their lives free from all forms of violence, abuse and 
harassment. 
o  

We continue to take forward work to protect, promote and improve gender 
equality, recognising intersectional inequality, in Scotland. 
• We are working to deliver and implement the ambitious recommendations from 

the First Minister’s National Advisory Council on Women and Girls (NACWG), 
alongside the Women’s Health Plan and Equally Safe. 

• Gender inequality is complex and harmful and it affects everyone - not just 
women and girls - collectively as a country. Women are central to all government 
priorities and ensuring the government is more gender competent is a core 
ambition of the Scottish Government and the NACWG. 



• We know that child poverty and women’s poverty is inextricably linked and that 
we can only tackle child poverty by tackling the inequalities faced by women. 
Close the Gap found that women’s low earnings are a crucial driver of child 
poverty, with evidence showing that where women’s disposable income is 
reduced, spending on children decreases. (see next section on Tackling Child 
Poverty). 
o  

We have announced that we will have an Equality Strategy for Women and 
Girls, following a recommendation from the NACWG. 

o  
o Women’s Political Representation 

• The Scottish Government is committed to achieving fair and equal political 
representation. We recognise the need to do better to ensure that our Parliament 
reflects the diversity of Scotland’s communities. 

• Since the 2021 Parliamentary Election, women account for 46% of MSPs, with 
two women of minority ethnic background for the first time in history. 

• And in the Local Government elections held on 5 May 2022, the percentage of 
women councillors increased to 35% from 29% in 2017. 

• While this is welcome progress, we must nevertheless lock in the gains that have 
been made in this election to ensure that we achieve enduring equal and diverse 
representation, in both the Parliament and in local government. 

• To mitigate the lack of devolved powers, the Scottish Government will continue to 
support a number of non-legislative actions to increase women’s representation: 
o The Scottish Government is providing £82,848.00 to Engender to progress 

the Equal Representation project. 
o The Equal Representation project post will work with political parties to 

increase the representation of diverse women, and to progress a second 
phase of work with the Equal Representation Coalition which in its first phase 
of work developed a toolkit for political parties. This grouping of national 
equality organisations brought together stakeholders working for BME, LGBTI, 
women’s, and disabled people’s representation. 

o The toolkit was designed to enable political parties to assess their diversity 
and policies around inclusion, and receive an individualised action plan to 
improve the participation of under-represented groups. 

o We know from existing research that targeted work with political parties is 
essential if we want to dismantle the barriers that women face in politics. 

o Women’s representation at a local remains also low, with women accounting 
for only 35% of councillors. This is why the Scottish Government is also 
funding a post in CoSLA to March 2024 to support the work of the Cross Party 
Barriers to Elected Office Special Interest Group. 

o The group involves elected members from each of COSLA’s Political Groups, 
and seeks to identify changes in culture and practices, and support our 
ambition to deliver greater equality and diversity within local democracy. 

o Through our Equality and Human Rights Fund (2021 – 2024), we are 
delighted to fund a number of projects designed to empower women and 
support them through their political journeys. 

• The Scottish Government funds Young Women Lead (YWL) 
Programme. YWL was launched in 2017 for young women aged 30 and 
under living in Scotland,  and provides a safe space for up to 100 young 



women to explore gender equality and develop new and innovative ways to 
lead change. 

• The programme is intended to empower participants to feel confident and 
comfortable representing the Young Women’s Movement in giving oral or 
written evidence to a Scottish Parliament Committee on issues affecting their 
lives, at the same time gaining skills to enhance their employability, political 
engagement and voter engagement. In 2019-20, all participants were young 
minority ethnic women. 

• We are also providing £305,888 to Elect-Her, who work to support and equip 
women in all their diversity to stand for political office, through hands-on 
workshop and peer-support circles. 54 women were supported by Elect-Her in 
the 2022 Scottish Local Authority Elections, with 27 women winning their 
elections. 

 
Recent SG engagement with Australia 

• April 2025: Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture meeting with Maree Edwards, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Parliament of Victoria. 

• April 2025: Daniel Smith (Space Envoy) introductory meeting with trade and 
investment officials, Office of the Agent General, Government of South 
Australia in London.  

• August 2025: First Minister meeting with Australia’s High Commissioner to 
the UK, Stephen Smith 

 
 

ANNEX D 
BACKGROUND POLITICAL BRIEFING – AUSTRALIA’S FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  
 
• Australia held a general election for Saturday 3 May, which returned 

Anthony Albanese’s Labor party to government for a second three-year 
term with a significant majority.  

• As is typically the case, this election saw a “normal” half-Senate election held at 
the same time as elections for all 150 seats in the House of Representatives. 

• Voting is compulsory for all Australian citizens over the age of 18, 
• Mr Albanese is the first Australian PM to win back-to-back elections in over 20 

years. 
• Voters also elected a record number of women, the majority coming from Labor's 

ranks in the House of Representatives, though commentators have noted senior 
roles remain dominated by men.  

• A preferential voting system is used to select members for the House of 
Representatives and 76 seats are required to win. Predictions earlier in the year 
were for a hung parliament and prior to the election the Labor had 78 seats. 
Official vote counting continues. However, at 12 May, reports from Australia’s 
principal public service broadcaster, the ABC, have the Labor on 93 seats based 
on Australian Electoral Commission data – representing a significantly increased 
majority and Labor saw an increase in support across the country.  

• Of 16 seats in Western Australia, Labor retained nine seats, won one, and a 
further one is likely, the Liberal party retained four, and there is one independent.  



• Peter Dutton, leader of the of the centre-right opposition Liberal-National 
Coalition, has become the first Australian federal opposition leader to lose his 
seat in an election. Labor’s Ali France has been elected in Dickson, Queensland 
– the seat Mr Dutton had previously held for 24 years.  

• The senate is made up of 76 senators selected by a proportional representation 
system - 12 from each of the 6 states, two for each for the territories. Of the 40 
senate seats up  for election in 2025 (half of the state seats and all of the territory 
seats), Labor is on track to hold 28 and the Coalition 26. Whilst Labor may not 
achieve a majority in the senate, with the Green party expected to hold 11 seats 
these two parties would have the numbers to pass legislation, which could reduce 
the influence of independents who had been prominent in the previous senate.  

• The likely composition of Western Australian representation in the senate is five 
Labor, four Liberals, two green, and one Australia’s Voice.  

• The role of the President of the Senate is not a fixed term appointment, but the 
term of office expires after a “normal” election for senators, as the 3 May election 
was, on the day before the first day of sitting after 30 June - when newly-elected 
senators take their seats. 

• PM Albanese’s victory speech touched on some of the key issues of his 
campaign – cost of living concerns, particularly as related to healthcare costs and 
affordable housing, and the economic opportunity of renewable energy as the 
route to net zero - as well as supporting reconciliation with First Nations peoples.  

• The government's new ministry will be sworn in at a ceremony before the 
Governor-General on the morning of 13 May. Foreign Minister Penny Wong is 
expected to continue in her role. 

 
 
 
  



Document 3 
 
From: IRO <IRO@parliament.scot>  
Sent: 14 May 2025 17:30 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Introduction - organiser for the visit the President of the Senate, 
Parliament of Australia 
 
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
Many thanks for confirming, appreciated. 
 
Best 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]|  International Relations Office  |  The Scottish Parliament 
Office: +44 131 348 5328  |  Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 14 May 2025 16:37 
To: IRO <IRO@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Re: Introduction - organiser for the visit the President of the Senate, 
Parliament of Australia 
 
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)], 
 
Apologies for the delay in responding. That would be room 4.43. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]International Relations | Culture and External Affairs 
Directorate | Scottish Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. 
Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 

 
 

From: IRO <IRO@parliament.scot> 
Sent: 13 May 2025 13:56 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Introduction - organiser for the visit the President of the Senate, 
Parliament of Australia  
  
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
Hope you’re well. 

https://www.scotland.org/about-scotland/our-global-community


  
We’re looking forward to the President’s visit on Thursday. 
  
Can I just check the room the 2:15pm meeting with Cabinet Secretary Robertson is 
taking place? 
  
Grateful if you can let me know. 
  
Thanks 
 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]|  International Relations Office  |  The Scottish Parliament 
Office: +44 131 348 5328  |  Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
[redacted – out of scope] 
 
 
 
  



Document 4 
 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au>  
Sent: 07 May 2025 10:26 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of 
Australia? 
 

OFFICIAL 

 
Thanks, I will reach out to [redacted - s38(1)(b)] to see how the program is going and come back 
to you. For the moment, it would definitely be the President plus [redacted - s38(1)(b)]. 
  
Cheers  
  
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 

 
Interna�onal and Parliamentary Rela�ons Office 
Parliament of Australia 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
htps://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Interna�onal_Program 
  
Facebook: @AboutTheHouseAU | Twiter: @AboutTheHouse  
  
At the Department of the House of Representatives we recognise and pay our respects  
to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia. 
  
 

OFFICIAL 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, 7 May 2025 7:23 PM 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of Australia?  
  
[redacted – out of scope] 
  
For clarification, the parliament/government officials division is on our side - you 
would be most welcome to join the meeting. I'm asking in part for logistical reasons, 
and also because Mr Robertson will wish to know who he is meeting.  
  
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
International Relations | Culture and External Affairs Directorate | Scottish 
Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 



 
 

From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au> 
Sent: 07 May 2025 10:18 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of Australia?  
  

OFFICIAL 

  
Thanks [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
The President will be accompanied by one of her advisers ([redacted - s38(1)(b)]) I would usually 
accompany her, but if the preference is to not have parliamentary officials attend I am happy to 
respect this practice. I’m hoping to find a window to have a quick chat IPR to IPR with [redacted 
- s38(1)(b)]and colleagues and this may be the opportunity. 
  
[redacted – out of scope] 
  
Cheers  
  
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 

 
International and Parliamentary Relations Office 
Parliament of Australia 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/International_Program 
  
Facebook: @AboutTheHouseAU | Twitter: @AboutTheHouse  
  
At the Department of the House of Representatives we recognise and pay our respects  
to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia. 
  

OFFICIAL 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, 7 May 2025 7:13 PM 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of Australia?  
  
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)], 
  
That's wonderful - many thanks for confirming.  
  
We will look forward to meeting President Lines then. Will you or someone else be 
accompanying her? 
  



I am expecting Mr Robertson will travel to Melbourne and Sydney for his first visit to 
Australia as a minister this July (unfortunately not Canberra or Western Australia on 
this occasion). I anticipate he may raise this upcoming visit in the meeting. 
  
Kind regards, 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
International Relations | Culture and External Affairs Directorate | Scottish 
Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]  
  

 
 

From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au>  
Sent: 07 May 2025 00:04 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of 
Australia? 
 

OFFICIAL 

 
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
Confirming that President Lines would be delighted to meet with the Cabinet Secretary. 
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 

 
Interna�onal and Parliamentary Rela�ons Office 
Parliament of Australia 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
htps://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Interna�onal_Program 
  
Facebook: @AboutTheHouseAU | Twiter: @AboutTheHouse  
  
At the Department of the House of Representatives we recognise and pay our respects  
to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia. 
 
 

OFFICIAL 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 May 2025 11:45 PM 



To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of Australia?  
 
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)], 
 
Not at all, I think we've both had some time away from the office and I anticipated it 
would be a busy time with the election. 
 
Many thanks for the quick response today and that's excellent to hear. I'll look 
forward to hearing from you again soon.  
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
International Relations | Culture and External Affairs Directorate | Scottish 
Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
 
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]  
 

 
 

From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au> 
Sent: 06 May 2025 12:02 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of Australia?  
  

OFFICIAL 

 
Hi [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
Thank you for reaching out and my apologies for not closing the loop on the recent e-
introduction. Things have been a little hectic here in the lead up to last weekend’s general 
election but are fortunately starting to re-focus. 
  
I have no doubt President Lines will be delighted by the meeting proposal. I have a program 
catch up with her office tomorrow morning and will provide you a formal response ASAP. 
  
Kind regards 
  
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 

 
International and Parliamentary Relations Office 
Parliament of Australia 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/International_Program 
  

https://www.scotland.org/about-scotland/our-global-community


Facebook: @AboutTheHouseAU | Twitter: @AboutTheHouse  
  
At the Department of the House of Representatives we recognise and pay our respects  
to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia. 
  
 

OFFICIAL 
From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 May 2025 7:29 PM 
To: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@aph.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: [SEC=OFFICIAL] Re visit to the Scottish Parliament by the Parliament of Australia?  
  
Dear [redacted - s38(1)(b)], 
  
Further to [redacted - s38(1)(b)] email, it is wonderful to hear President Lines will be 
visiting Scotland.  
  
Could I propose a brief meeting between her and the Cabinet Secretary for External 
Affairs, Angus Robertson, whose portfolio includes our international strategy and 
Scottish Connections diaspora policy work? As Mr Robertson would be meeting 
President Lines in his capacity as a Scottish Government minister, my parliament 
international relations colleagues would not be in attendance. However, Steven and I 
have identified a slot 14:15-14:45 and the meeting could take place in the parliament 
building, slotting in between the parliamentary programme he is preparing. Please let 
me know if this would be agreeable to President Lines.  
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
With kind regards, 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
International Relations | Culture and External Affairs Directorate | Scottish 
Government 
Email: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | Mobile: [redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
  
I work compressed hours and have a non-working day every second Friday. Upcoming non-working days and holidays are: 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]  
  

 
 

[redacted – out of scope] 
  



Document 5 
 

Meeting with Sue Lines, President of Australia’s Senate  
Minister Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
Type of 
engagement  

Bilateral meeting 

Date 15 May 2015  
Who • Sue Lines, President of the Senate, Parliament of Australia  

• [redacted - s38(1)(b)] Advisor 
• [redacted - s38(1)(b)] Parliament of Australia’s International and 

Parliamentary Relations Office 
Key points  • Senate President Sue Lines (SL) shared she was of Scottish heritage 

via her grandmother.  
• SL shared some reflections of her visit to the Welsh Senedd the day 

prior. She particularly commented on the use of Welsh language in the 
Senedd, and she the Cabinet Secretary (AR) briefly discussed this and 
Scots Gaelic.  

• SL indicated she had a particular interest in standards of behaviour 
amongst MPs. AL recalled having visited the Australian parliament and 
shared some reflections from this.  

• They subsequently discussed conduct and customs in the chambers of 
the respective parliaments in Australia, Westminster, and Edinburgh 
particularly around Questions and debates, and approaches taken by 
presiding officers a chair. SL had met the Presiding Officer of the 
Scottish Parliament and attended First Minister’s Questions earlier in 
the day. She shared some personal reflections from her experience as 
senate president. AL contrasted his previous experience as 
SNP leader in the House of Commons and experience in the Scottish 
Parliament. 

• Discussion briefly touched on recent visits to Scotland by the Speaker 
of the Parliaments of Victoria and Queensland.  

Attending 
official  

[redacted - s38(1)(b)] International Relations  
 

Copy list Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
Rachel Sunderland, Deputy Director, International 
[redacted - s38(1)(b)] 
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