Document 1.1

From: David McKay <dmckay@soilassociation.org>

Sent: 11 April 2025 10:32

To: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted
R.11(2)]@sepa.org.uk; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Review of Soil Association organic standards for farmed salmon

Hi [Redacted R.11(2)],

Thanks very much for the quick response. | appreciate many people will be on leave this week or
next.

I'll share the diary hold with the SA team.

Best wishes,

David

From: [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, April 11, 2025 10:16

To: David McKay <dmckay@soilassociation.org>; [Redacted R.11(2)]J@gov.scot [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@sepa.org.uk [Redacted R.11(2)]@sepa.org.uk>;
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]J@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Review of Soil Association organic standards for farmed salmon

Good Morning David

| was unable to join the meeting in March, however | am replying on behalf of colleagues on
leave.



| think a meeting on the Wednesday 14" would likely be suitable for most and so I've issued a
diary hold for 2 —4pm on that day.

David, [Redacted R.11(2)], let me know if that time causes any particular issues from your side
and we’ll confirm asap.

Kind regards
[Redacted R.11(2)]
[Redacted R.11(2)]

Scottish Government, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
T: [Redacted R.11(2)]

M: [Redacted R.11(2)]

E: [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot
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From: David McKay <dmckay@soilassociation.org>

Sent: 11 April 2025 09:51

To: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@sepa.org.uk; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Review of Soil Association organic standards for farmed salmon

Good morning all,



Thanks again for your time in March. It really helped inform the Standards Board and Board of
Trustees discussions.

We are now preparing to publicise the outcome of our review. Before we do that, we would be
really keen to have another in-person meeting with the team so that we can present the
research and conclusions prior to publication.

The SA Group leadership team are planning to be in Edinburgh on May 13 and 14 - would you
have any availability on those dates? We could also do May 12, although with fewer people from
SA as some will be travelling up from Bristol/London that day.

If we can get a date agreed, we can email an 'evidence pack' in advance, which will contain all
the information that was used to reach a conclusion, including the Farmed Salmon Welfare
Panel report and our review of current organic standards in relation to environmental and
welfare issues.

I'm also happy to discuss by phone or video call if you have any questions meantime.

Best wishes,

David

David McKay | Co-Director | Soil Association Scotland
M: [Redacted R.11(2)]

Our work in Scotland (soilassociation.org)

From: [Redacted R.11(2)]J@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 09:31

To: David McKay <dmckay@soilassociation.org>

Cc: [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]J@gov.scot
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)]@sepa.org.uk



[Redacted R.11(2)]@sepa.org.uk>
Subject: RE: Review of Soil Association organic standards for farmed salmon

Hi David —yes, it’s published here: Salmon farming in Scotland Scottish Government response |
Scottish Parliament Website It is in line with the discussion we had with you, Cab Sec didn’t
change direction.

To be aware, there is also a Committee debate on the report happening in Parliament tomorrow
afternoon (which has rather captured our attention in the last week!), which you might want to
tune into as well.

We really appreciated the discussion, and will plan to come back to you in due course
especially as we progress work to consider how to create a code around fish welfare.

Thanks
[Redacted R.11(2)] (she/her)
[Redacted R.11(2)]
Marine Economy and Communities, Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ | [Redacted R.11(2)]

My normal working hours are 9 til 6, Monday to Thursday. | do not normally work on Fridays.

From: David McKay <dmckay@soilassociation.org>

Sent: 19 March 2025 08:00

To: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted
R.11(2)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Review of Soil Association organic standards for farmed salmon

Good morning,

I hope this finds you all well. [Redacted R.11(2)] - apologies but | don't have email addresses for
everyone who was in the meeting with us on March 3.

| am checking in as we have our Board of Trustees meeting on Tuesday next week (25th) and |
wondered if the Scot Gov response to the RAl committee would be published before then?



We ran through the board papers with the chair today and there were questions about how SG is
responding to various issues, some of which we discussed at the meeting but other areas I'm

not so sure about.
Thanks,

David

David McKay | Co-Director | Soil Association Scotland

M: [Redacted R.11(2)]

Our work in Scotland (soilassociation.org)



Document 1.2
[Redacted - information out of scope]

From: Dominic Robinson <drobinson@soilassociation.org>

Sent: 31 March 2025 12:18

To: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emma Yeats
<EYeats@soilassociation.org>

Subject: Organic Aquaculture Inspections

Hi [Redacted R.11(2)],

| hope that you are well. We met earlier this month at VQ to discuss the Soil Association’s
organic aquaculture standards and | promised to link you up with our Director of Farming,
Emma Yeats. So | am hereby doing so!

Within Emma’s portfolio is the team of inspectors for aquaculture and therefore | expect that a
conversation sharing learning and practices would be beneficial in managing the salmon
industry, to improve monitoring and inspection, considering technology and efficient use of
resources, available now and in the future. | will therefore leave with you each to pick up as
needed.

Thanks and best wishes

Dominic

Dominic Robinson (He/Him) | CEO | Soil Association Certification [Redacted R.11(2)] | Tel:
[Redacted R.11(2)]

www.soilassociation.org/certification

Document 1.3

From: Emma Yeats <EYeats@soilassociation.org>
Sent: 22 April 2025 09:43

To: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Organic Aquaculture Inspections



Hi [Redacted R.11(2)]

Thanks for getting back to me and yes May/ June will work for me, look forward to hearing from
you.

All the best

Emma

From: [Redacted R.11(2)]J@gov.scot [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 April 2025 10:08

To: Emma Yeats <EYeats@soilassociation.org>

Subject: RE: Organic Aquaculture Inspections

Hi Emma,

Please accept my apologies for this delayed response to you. Thank you for reaching out and
nice to ‘e meet’ you too!

As you may be aware, the Scottish Government recently considered and responded to
recommendations made by the Scottish Parliament’s Rural Affairs and Islands Committee
(RAIC), following their enquiry into salmon farming. Our response can be found here should this
be of interest. The Scottish Government will take forward a number of workstreams, including
an options appraisal of how to best approach welfare standards for farmed fish.

We would very much welcome further engagement with the [Redacted R.11(2)], including
yourself and others. It probably would be more fruitful for us to pick up a conversation a little
further into the Spring/early summer as some of the relevant workstreams mature, so we can
make the best use of the time.

Would it be OK for me to touch base with you around May/early June to put something targeted
in the diary?

Best wishes and hoping you have a great holiday when it comes!

Kind Regards, [Redacted R.11(2)]



[Redacted R.11(2)]
[Redacted R.11(2)]

Scottish Government, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

E: [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot

| work part time and | am available Monday-Thursdays
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From: Emma Yeats <EYeats@soilassociation.org>
Sent: 31 March 2025 13:46

To: [Redacted R.11(2)] [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Organic Aquaculture Inspections

Hi [Redacted R.11(2)]

Good to meet you by e mail

Would a teams call work for you to discuss any areas of interest/ shared learning etc?

I’m away the week of 14" April until after easter, if you give me a few potential options around
that | will try and coordinate something.



Look forward to hearing from you.

Emma

From: Dominic Robinson <drobinson@soilassociation.org>

Sent: 31 March 2025 12:18

To: [Redacted R.11(2)]@gov.scot; Emma Yeats <EYeats@soilassociation.org>
Subject: Organic Aquaculture Inspections

Hi [Redacted R.11(2)],

| hope that you are well. We met earlier this month at VQ to discuss the Soil Association’s
organic aquaculture standards and | promised to link you up with our Director of Farming,
Emma Yeats. So | am hereby doing so!

Within Emma’s portfolio is the team of inspectors for aquaculture and therefore | expect that a
conversation sharing learning and practices would be beneficial in managing the salmon
industry, to improve monitoring and inspection, considering technology and efficient use of
resources, available now and in the future. | will therefore leave with you each to pick up as
needed.

Thanks and best wishes

Dominic

Dominic Robinson (He/Him) | CEO | Soil Association Certification [Redacted R.11(2)] | Tel:
[Redacted R.11(2)]

www.soilassociation.org/certification
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of



any part of this e-mailis not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish
Government.
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