
 
Annex A 

Regulation 11(2) - Personal Data 
 
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance an 
exception under Regulation 11(2), personal data, has been applied to some of 
the information requested.  
 
Information has been redacted under Regulation 11(2) (Personal Data), as it 
contains personal information and disclosing it would contravene the data 
protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR) and in Section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.  
 
This exception is not subject to the ‘public interest test’. 
 

Regulation 10(4)(e) - Internal communication 
 
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance an 
exception under Regulation 10(4)(e), internal communication, has been applied 
to some of the information requested.  
 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account 
of all the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest 
in disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the 
exception.  
 
We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding 
the exception. We recognise that there is some public interest in releasing the 
information as part of an open, transparent and accountable government.  
However, this is outweighed by the greater public interest in allowing Scottish 
Government officials and ministers a private space to share free and frank 
views for the purpose of deliberation of any given policy. 
 

Regulation 6(1)(b) – Otherwise accessible 
 
Under regulation 6(1)(b) of the EIRs, we do not have to give you information 
which is already publicly available and easily accessible to you in another form 
or format. If, however, you do not have internet access to obtain this 
information from the website(s) listed, then please contact me again and I will 
send you a paper copy. 
 
One of the documents found to be relevant to your request is publicly available 
and can be found online below:  
 

o Regional Transformational Opportunities in the Highlands and 
Islands - Report - May 2025 

 
 

https://www.hie.co.uk/media/svoh1nxy/regional-transformational-opportunities-in-the-highlands-and-islands-report-may-2025.pdf
https://www.hie.co.uk/media/svoh1nxy/regional-transformational-opportunities-in-the-highlands-and-islands-report-may-2025.pdf


 
Annex B 

 

[REDACTED: 

REG 10(4)(e)] 
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difference in the 
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Lochaber smelter security 
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202300376033 FOI Request Communication 

regarding land owned by 

Simec Lochaber 

Hydropower 2 Limited, or 

managed by Jahama 

Highland Estates. 
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BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER 

 

Visit to Kishorn Port and Dry Dock 

 

Monday 3 March 2025 

 

Key message Ports have a critical role to play in the deployment and operation of 

offshore wind, accelerating investment in essential infrastructure 

and manufacturing facilities, and enabling wider economic growth. 

The Scottish Government is committed to working with Kishorn Port 

and the wider sector to realise investment and maximise the 

economic value of development for Scotland.   

 

What Introduction to Kishorn Port senior staff at port offices followed by 

a mini-bus tour of the port and dry dock facilities, with a focus on 

the Kishorn’s ambitions to support the renewables sector.   

 

Why You expressed an interest in visiting Kishorn Port. Officials 

recommend using this visit to highlight the Scottish Government’s 

commitment to working with the ports sector to maximise the 

economic potential of offshore wind. 

 

Who Alasdair Ferguson, Director Kishorn Port Ltd 

Colin Ortlepp, Director, Kishorn Port Ltd 

Carol MacKinnon, Director, Kishorn Port Ltd 

Kevin Ferguson, Operations and Projects Manager, Kishorn Port 

Ltd 

[REDACTED: REG 11(2)], Development Manager, Highlands and 

Islands Enterprise 

[REDACTED: REG 11(2)], Head of Business Growth for Lochaber, 

Skye and Wester Ross, Highlands and Islands Enterprise  

Where Kishorn Port & Dry Dock Ltd, Kishorn, Strathcarron, IV54 8XA 

 

When 10:30 – 12:00, Monday 3 March 2025 

Likely themes • Offshore wind 

• Infrastructure investment 

• Energy transition 

Media  Comms colleagues have provided a comms plan under seperate 

cover. The visit to Kishorn will be social media led with stills posted 

on xScotGovFM after the visit. B-roll footage will be gathered and 

banked for later use.  

 



[REDACTED: REG 11(2)], [REDACTED: REG 11(2)], will provide 

support. 

Supporting 

official 

[REDACTED: REG 11(2)], Senior Policy Officer – Ports and 

Community Benefits, Offshore Wind Directorate, [REDACTED: REG 

11(2)] 

Attached 

documents 
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Top Lines & Background  
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WHOLESALE ELECTRICITY MARKETS  

[REDACTED: REG 10(4)(e)] 

• We look forward to the UK Government announcing its final decision on 

wholesale electricity market reform this summer - this is crucial to maintain 

investor confidence. 

• Reforms must deliver reduced costs for Scottish consumers, to ensure our 

communities feel the benefit of the energy transition, while also protecting 

investment in our renewables industry. 

• We are aware that the introduction of zonal pricing could have significant 

impacts for all market participants, from renewable generators and hydrogen 

producers to suppliers and consumers. 

• Mitigations for any potential negative impacts must be put in place and clearly 

signalled to the market at the same time as the decision is announced.  

• We continue to engage widely with stakeholders to understand the impacts 

market reforms could have in Scotland and will ensure the interests of these 

stakeholders are represented in our discussions with UK Government.  

 

Background: 

• Zonal pricing would redesign the wholesale electricity market so that prices 

are set based on supply and demand in a particular node or region.  

• Evidence suggests it could increase costs for those investing in renewables in 

Scotland whilst lowering electricity costs for Scotland’s consumers.  



• Whether these theoretical costs and benefits play out in practice depends on 

policy design choices by UKG, when zonal pricing would be implemented, and 

supporting investment policy such as Contracts for Difference.  
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Minister for Climate Action – Dr Alasdair Allan 
MEETING WITH GRAHAM LEADBITTER AND BRENDAN O’HARA ON 
HIGHLAND ENERGY REBATE CAMPAIGN  
 

What This meeting was arranged following correspondence from 
Graham Leadbitter to discuss the Highland Energy Rebate 
Campaign  

Where Via Teams 

When Tuesday 4 February 2025, 15:00-15:30 

Key 
messages 

• I welcome the opportunity to discuss how to best support 
residents of the Highlands and Islands with the higher costs of 
energy they face.  

• It is critical that the unique challenges facing these 
communities are considered when any decisions around 
further support with energy bills are taken by the UK 
Government.  

• The Scottish Government believes that a social tariff 
mechanism is the best way to ensure that energy consumers 
are protected against high costs and can afford all of their 
energy needs.  

• The powers to implement a social tariff remain with the UK 
Government and we are committed to working closely with 
them, Ofgem, suppliers and consumer organisations, to 
advocate for the delivery of a social tariff across Great Britain.  

• We have recently established a working group which aims to 
design a social tariff that would welcome cross-sector support 
and demonstrate the viability of the policy, and have 
committed to sharing our findings with UK Government early 
next year. 

Who Graham Leadbitter MP and Brendan O’Hara MP 

Why • This is an opportunity to widen engagement in relation to 
work of the Social Tariff working group and Radio Teleswitch 
Service (RTS) ahead of the next roundtable in spring 2025.  

Supporting 
official  

[REDACTED: REG 11(2)], [REDACTED: REG 11(2)] 
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ANNEX A  
 

AGENDA & ATTENDEE  
 
Agenda  
 
This meeting will not have a formal agenda to allow for an organic discussion, 
however officials would suggest the following format: 
 

 

Time  Topic  

15:00-15:10 
 

Welcome and introductions  

15:10-15:25 
 

Discussion – Highland Energy Rebate Campaign 

15:25-15:30 
 

Next steps   

 
 

Attendee  
 
Graham Leadbitter MP  
 
Mr Leadbitter has been a SNP MP for the Westminster Moray West, Nairn and 
Strathspey since 2024 and champions the Highland Energy Rebate Campaign 
following the departure of founding member, Drew Hendry, from Westminster in July 
2024.  
 
Brendan O'Hara MP  
 
Mr O'Hara is a SNP MP for the Westminster constituency of Argyll, Bute and South 
Lochaber since the 2024 election, having previously represented the Argyll and Bute 
constituency from 2015 to 2024. He is a founding member of the campaign.  
 

ANNEX B  



TOP BRIEF  
 

• Energy policy (including energy price setting) is mostly reserved to 
the UK Government, and the Scottish Government has no powers to intervene 
directly in these matters or to deliver a social tariff (or energy rebate)  for energy. 
 

• We are aware that the introduction of zonal pricing could have significant impacts 
for all market participants, from renewable generators and hydrogen producers to 
suppliers and consumers. 
 

• [REDACTED: REG 10(4)(e)] 
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ANNEX D 
BACKGROUND BRIEFING 
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3. Wholesale market reform (including Zonal Pricing) 

• Any reforms taken forward by the UK Government must ensure that system 
efficiencies and the low generating costs of renewables are passed through to 
consumers in the form of lower costs and consider those most vulnerable, 
including those in, or at risk of, fuel poverty.  

• We are aware that the introduction of zonal pricing could have significant impacts 
for all market participants, from renewable generators and hydrogen producers to 
suppliers and consumers. 

• That is why we commissioned independent research to inform our position on 
Locational Marginal Pricing. The study benefited from wide engagement across 
industry, including Scottish Renewables who joined our expert panel. This 
research was published on 12 August 2024.  

• We welcomed the UK Government’s recent update on the timetable for decision 
making on proposals to reform GB electricity market arrangements. However, it is 
crucial the UK Government now delivers proposals quickly to maintain investor 
confidence.  

• We continue to engage widely with stakeholders to further understand the 
impacts market reforms could have in Scotland. In December 2024, Scottish 
Government participated in the first Electricity Markets Forum hosted by 
University of Edinburgh, ClimateXChange and the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  
 

[REDACTED: REG 10(4)(e)] 

 
 

ANNEX E 

[REDACTED: REG 10(4)(e)] 

 

 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/projects/gb-wholesale-electricity-market-reform-impacts-and-opportunities-for-scotland/


 

MiCase - View Case 482322 Case File EIR 
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INTRODUCTORY PORTFOLIO BRIEFING – NET ZERO AND ENERGY 
PORTFOLIO – JULY 2024 
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ELECTRICITY MARKET REFORM (“REVIEW OF ELECTRICITY MARKET 
ARRANGEMENTS”) 
 
TOP LINES 
 
We believe that the current wholesale electricity market is not fit for the delivery of our 
net zero ambitions, nor our aims to tackle fuel poverty. 

• Market reform provides an opportunity to consider how the future market can support 
further renewable deployment, ensure security of supply and reduce costs for 
consumers.  

• We are clear that any reforms must adhere to two core principles: achieving net zero and 
ensuring a fair and just transition. 

• Reforms must find ways to reduce system costs, break the link to volatile fossil fuel 
prices, and remove barriers to decarbonisation and growth of our clean heat, transport 
and industry sectors. 

• Reforms should find ways to pass through the lower generating costs of renewables to 
consumers in the form of lower bills and that they consider those most vulnerable, 
including those in or at risk of fuel poverty.  

• Crucially, this must be balanced with the vital need to ensure that levels of investment in 
renewables, flexibility and networks are protected and enhanced, so we maximise the 
economic opportunities afforded by the net zero energy transition. 

• We are aware that the introduction of zonal pricing could have significant impacts for all 
market participants, from renewable generators and hydrogen producers to suppliers and 
consumers. 

• That is why we commissioned independent research to inform our position on zonal 
pricing. The study benefited from wide engagement across industry, including Scottish 
Renewables who joined our expert panel. We expect this research to be published in 
coming weeks and will notify Ministers ahead of publication. 

• Our position on electricity market reform, including on zonal pricing, will be set out in our 
Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan. 

  

[REDACTED: REG 10(4)(e)] 

 
New National Park(s):   
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[REDACTED: REG 10(4)(e)] 
 

• We are committed to the designation of at least one new National Park during the 
lifetime of the current Parliament. This will help to address the climate and biodiversity 
crises, improve public and community wellbeing and promote sustainable land use. 

 

• The establishment of at least one new National Park and a stronger leadership role 
for National Parks on nature recovery and a just transition to net zero is a priority 
action within the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy.   

 

• In 2022 we consulted widely on the future of National Parks in Scotland.  This 
consultation has demonstrated that many people want to see new National Parks in 
Scotland.  The process has also shown that people in Scotland think our National 
Parks have an important role to play in tackling the biodiversity and climate crises, 
whilst also supporting local communities, businesses and visitors.  

 

• The nomination phase for new National Parks closed on 29 February and we have 
received 5 nominations to become Scotland’s next National Park.  Applications have 
been received from Galloway, Lochaber, Scottish Borders, Tay Forest and Loch Awe. 
 

• The appraisal process has commenced and all applications are being assessed 
against the published criteria.  These criteria are: 

o outstanding national importance  
o size, character and coherence 
o meeting the special needs of the area  
o strategic contribution  
o visitor management and tourism  
o local support 

 

• The appraisal panel includes policy expertise from Scottish Government and relevant 
agencies.  It also includes external advisors with direct experience of National Parks. 

 

• Once the appraisal process has concluded (end May 2024) and Ministers have 
decided and announced the location of the proposed new National Park (June 2024), 
a statutory designation process will begin.  This will start with the appointment of a 
reporter to lead a detailed investigation into the National Park Proposal. 

 

• The reporter’s work will include extensive public consultation and engagement with 
local communities, stakeholders, businesses, landowners and managers and relevant 
local authorities and community councils to discuss, test and further shape and refine 
the proposal. 

 

• The reporter will provide advice to Ministers on the proposal next year.  If Ministers 
decide to proceed with the National Park proposal, secondary legislation will need to 
be developed, consulted on and approved by Parliament in order to designate the 
new National Park by Spring 2026. 
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Transcript (Video can be found on SG YouTube channel - First Minister Press 
Conference)  
 
Glenn Campbell – BBC – PfG and discussions with UKG 
First Minister, should we take it that your last programme for government is no longer valid, 
or is your new programme for government an extension of the pledges and promises you 
made there? And given that you have listed a number of issues that you think the UK 
Government should move on, did you raise those with the prime minister on Friday, and 
what kind of response did you get on 
the first point?  
 
FM 
Glenn, the programme for government will build on what I set out in September last year. But 
what I want to make sure is that we have the maximum time available to us to do two things: 
to deliver for the people of Scotland before the elections in May 2026 and to provide hope to 
people in Scotland, given the challenges, the much greater challenges that we now face as a 
consequence of the turbulence of the last few weeks, which have changed the landscape of 
economic activity formidably. 
 
Now I can't look at that and see that we can act urgently to address those circumstances. So 
the programme for government is, in a sense, recognizing the urgency of that period, but it 
will build on the foundations of the direction that we are taking. Now in relation to the UK 
Government, obviously I have raised with the Prime Minister the issues around the fiscal 
rules and around employers’ National Insurance contributions. We did not reach agreement 
on that on Friday, but I think these are arguments that are going to have to be persisted with, 
because I think we are not yet facing the severity of impact of the increase in employers’ 
National Insurance contributions. That will start to be felt within the economy at the same 
time as we're facing economic headwinds from events of the last few weeks. As that all 
comes together, I think we face a lot of economic turbulence, which is why I think the Prime 
Minister needs to act. And I'll persist with those arguments. Hence my desire to have those 
further discussions at intergovernmental level which we will pursue. 
 
Gordon Chree -  STV News - Grangemouth 
Given calls for nationalizing Grangemouth only gathered pace after the decision about British 
Steel, what is the strategic and economic case to do that, other than just short-term politics? 
 
FM 
What it's about, well, I think that there has been a longer term argument about securing the 
future of the Grangemouth site. So I think I've set out for some considerable time that I 
thought the decision to cease refining was premature. So it's a slightly different 
characterization of the issue than the one that you put on it Gordon, but I understand entirely 
the point that you're making. So the premature closure of Grangemouth, I think, is damaging. 
So therefore, what I think we should have been working to achieve, which was my pitch to 
the Prime Minister for some time, was to find common cause of working with Petroineos to 
essentially extend the longevity of the Grangemouth site, while we work to take forward 
many of the projects that are now in the public domain around Project Willow. Which I 
accept, some of these projects will take time to put into place. Of course, what that then 
means is that we have a gap between now and the implementation of Project Willow which 
the extension of the life expectancy of the Grangemouth refining would help us to address. 
So that's the context in which we are operating, and that's why I think we need to take the 
strategic steps that I believe we, that I'm setting out today to enable us to do exactly that.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmvpTi1r_Vc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmvpTi1r_Vc
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James Cook – BBC Network - Grangemouth, 
First Minister, a related question, really, it is said that the refinery at Grangemouth is losing 
up to half a million US dollars a day. It doesn't even process crude from the North Sea 
anymore. It's 100 years old. So the two questions, really, one, would you be happy with half 
a million US dollars a day coming out of your budget to keep an aging and arguably no 
longer relevant refinery running, or are you just happy for that to come out of the UK 
government's budget? And then secondly, you talk about Project Willow, and the gap 
between the closure and Project Willow, but to a certain extent, is that not the responsibility 
of your government? I mean, if you had been more far sighted and involved in, say, 
developing a Project Willow a decade ago, people have known for a long time that there’s 
problems at Grangemouth, then perhaps we wouldn’t be in this position? 
 
FM 
I think the issue, James, I think, is should be considered in the context of the very changing 
landscape that we're experiencing, which was demonstrated by the action the Uk 
Government took on Saturday, by recalling the House of Commons and the House of Lords 
to discuss the legislative proposals in connection with British Steel. Because I think, I 
applaud the United Kingdom Government for doing that. I think it was the right thing to do. 
There is a measure of the severity of the challenge that they face because of the economic 
headwinds. And what I'm setting out today is the fact that those economic headwinds have a 
consequence for Scotland as well, and therefore we need a commensurate approach, not 
when it's suddenly been suggested by me. I've been talking about it. When the Prime 
Minister came here, actually the first conversation, the Prime Minister and I had was the 
Friday evening after the election. He’d just been appointed by the King that afternoon. He 
and I spoke that night and I raised the issues of finding a route to extend the life of the 
Grangemouth refinery. We discussed it in the Cabinet room on the Sunday  
after the election. And that has been my persistent call to enable us to extend the life of 
Grangemouth. But it has added urgency because of what is now happening to us in the 
international economic climate. So I think that's the context in which we're operating. I have 
always been prepared, and my offer has always been there to the UK Government to be a 
partner in the approach that we take in relation to Grangemouth. So it's not me saying this is 
up to the UK Government. Nothing to do with me. I've always said that we would be partners 
in that. We are indeed partners on Project Willow with the United Kingdom Government. So 
we are working on the long term agenda together, I’m keen for us to work on the short term 
agenda more intensely together on finding that future for Grangemouth. And I think that's the 
challenge that lies in front of us, and one which the Scottish Government will continue to 
pursue.  
 
Gina Davidson – Global - Grangemouth 
Thank you very much. Is it the case though, that your government did not act on 
Grangemouth before, despite knowing that Petroineos was talking about closure for a 
number of years because that fitted with your net zero ambitions at that stage, and it doesn't 
anymore, and that's why you're now demanding that it's saved? 
 
FM 
No, because we started work on Grangemouth sometime before the announcement when 
the immediate announcements of closure were made, and project willow has quite a long 
standing history of being developed. We working on that with for some time before we 
reached the point that we have now reached. So that preparatory work has been underway. I 
suppose the bit that I would contend has been acutely difficult for us has been the fact that 
we've moved to what I would consider to be a premature closure of the Grangemouth 
refinery. And that's where I think there is space to try to find a way through this, with the UK 
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Government, Scottish Government and UK Government working in partnership on this 
question, would have been valuable to enable us to achieve that objective. And I think the 
events that have taken place over the weekend with Scunthorpe  and British Steel illustrate 
the importance of exhausting every opportunity to pursue that approach, which is what we 
will do. 
 
Jack Foster – Bauer – Future economic crises 
First Minister, you referred to challenges facing Scotland and the world, I suppose, talking 
about things like Brexit, COVID, the financial crisis. If we don't meet the challenges as you 
see them, what do you think this next crisis event that you're alluding to will look like for 
Scotland, what will be the reality of that?  
 
FM 
I think the reality of it will be economic damage being done to our prospects. So when I 
responded first of all to the original tariffs that were sent out by President Trump just a week 
past Wednesday, I indicated that I expected there would be, that we would see a lower 
growth in the Scottish economy as a consequence of the tariffs. And why do I think that? I 
think that very directly because of the increased cost of doing business for some Scottish 
organizations in terms of the United States market. But I think, as we have found out in the 
course of the last 10 days or so, the turbulence and the uncertainty that's been created as a 
consequence of this decision is changing the landscape of being able to do business. And all 
of that in my analysis and what the analysis that’s available to me through the Government’s 
Economic Service points towards is an undermining of economic growth in Scotland, and 
that translates into weaker job prospects and opportunities within Scotland. 
 
Now, obviously that has significant implications for our tax take, our tax base, and for the 
investment in our public services. So the necessity to respond to the economic challenges, 
not to be resigned to them. I mean I’m not in any way resigned to the,. Essentially I’m here 
today, signalling that my government is on the front foot, bringing forward its programme for 
government, and as part of that, we will be sharply addressing the economic challenges that 
we face.  
 
But I'm setting out a number of measures which would help us in that effort - to just take two 
of them, the Acorn project in the North East of Scotland for carbon capture and storage. 
Progress on that would really advance and accelerate our economic opportunity. The 
Edinburgh supercomputer would help us additionally in that respect. So there are steps we 
can take to ensure we are not in any way undermined. But if we don't take these steps, I 
think in addressing your question, economic damage will be done to Scotland as a 
consequence.  
 
Craig Paton – PA – Stakeholders meeting and Grangemouth 
Just a quick point of clarification. First, you said you're meeting with stakeholders on 
Wednesday. Who's going to be at that meeting, I wonder? And just to bring it back to 
Grangemouth, if I could you said that the work with Petroineos about project willow have had 
been going on for some time, but Petroineos have said that they came to both the Scottish 
Government and the UK Government five years ago. They said that at the end of last year, 
and said, in effect, this isn't working. We need something else. Shouldn't project willow have 
been started then. So then we would be talking about months before some of these projects 
got off the ground, rather than years? 
 
FM 
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Well, I think there's been ongoing engagement with the Grangemouth plan. You'd be, you 
would be not surprised that there's ongoing engagement between the Scottish Government 
and a major industrial complex such as Grangemouth. We take forward that dialogue with 
investors and economic players in Scotland on a constant basis, so that dialogue is there, 
and obviously project willow has flowed from that.  
 
In relation to the discussion on Wednesday. I don't have the I don't have the full list of people 
who are attending with me just now, but we've put an invitation out to representatives of the 
business and trade union community who we want to discuss. And these are individuals that 
the government will engage with regularly, but specifically on the challenges that we face as 
a consequence of events in the last few days. And we will have that conversation on 
Wednesday and of course, we'll  let you know  who attends that discussion on Wednesday. 
 
Severin Carrell – Guardian – Spending budgets 
If the nature of the crisis at the moment is an economic one, if it's about lower tax take, if it's 
about greater pressures on public spending. If it's about pressure on people's jobs, then 
presumably the best response to this is going to be changing spending, changing budgets 
for the Scottish Government. You're not proposing to do that in May. So does that mean the 
programme for government is actually going to be about reallocating spending, cutting 
spending in some programs and prioritizing others. How are you going to address an 
economic crisis with policy changes? 
 
FM 
We set out our budget. We're obviously pursuing the budget. Within the budget, there are 
certain elements spent that will not have been specifically determined yet. So, for example, 
the 200 million pounds that has been allocated to the Scottish National Investment Bank. 
There will not have been specific decisions yet taken about the projects that will be 
supported as part of that exercise. But I can envisage circumstances where the Scottish 
National Investment Bank, who of course, act independently of the government, will consider 
the economic landscape in which we're now operating, and that may be reflected in the 
decisions that they take about investments that are undertaken.  
 
So I use that as an illustration of the fact that there will be scope within the existing financial 
commitments of the government to enable us to address the emergence of opportunities or 
challenges. The same applies to the budgets and the priorities of  our three enterprise 
agencies. 
 
 It also applies to the decisions that we have yet to make on the deployment of the trebled 
resources in offshore investment, which now total about 150 million pounds. So there is 
scope within the budget to take those decisions and so it doesn't require a fundamental 
realignment of the budget. But there is a need to challenge ourselves on policy, to make sure 
that the policy interventions that we take are commensurate with the scale of the challenges 
that we now face.  
 
And that's essentially the work that the Scottish Government is going to do to make sure that 
we have a programme for government that is doing the two things that I said it would do. It 
will focus on delivering for the people of Scotland, and it will focus on delivering hope for the 
people of Scotland, and that's got to be the core of the programme that we bring forward.  
 
Conor Matchett – The Sun – Ministerial pay freeze/ For Women Scotland court case  
Did you have any communications with any of your Westminster colleagues? Did any of 
them ask you to remove the ministerial pay freeze to make it worth their while coming up 



 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 

www.gov.scot   

 
 

from Westminster to Holyrood. And if not, why have you made that decision to unfreeze that 
pay freeze now? Secondly, there's a big court case judgment on Wednesday, if For Women 
Scotland lose and Scottish Government win, will you resurrect the GRR Bill? 
 
FM 
On the first point. I had no discussions with ministerial colleagues about that decision. The 
decision I took in that respect was taken at the start of the tax year, which I think is the 
appropriate point, and I communicated it openly to Parliament. I've, as you know, maintained 
the 16 year freeze on ministerial pay, which I think is necessary, but I've applied the principle 
of fairness that I think all members of the Scottish Parliament should be able to take the 
salary to which they are entitled.  And that's the decision that I've taken on that question. 
Finally, on this issue, I've reflected on my own position as the decision maker, and I've 
decided that so that people don't think that I've taken a decision from which I benefit 
personally, that I'll leave my salary, MSP and ministerial frozen, so there's no sense that I'm 
benefiting from decisions that I believe it's fair to take for others. 
 
On your last, very last point about the court case on Wednesday. Obviously, I don't know the 
contents of the judgment. I’ll wait and see the contents of the judgment and then obviously, 
I'm quite sure we'll have some discussions about the implications of the judgment in the 
fullness of time, but it would be wrong for me to speculate on any actions I might take as a 
consequence of a court judgment, the outcome of which I don't yet know.  
 
Paul Hutcheon – Daily Record - Ministerial Pay 
I just need to go back to the question ministerial pay. Obviously, people are struggling just 
now, particularly in April, their council tax bills have gone through the roof. Some have been 
dragged into higher income tax bracket. Their broadband is going up, their energy bills are 
going up, and you've decided to give your colleagues a 19 grand pay rise. So just two points 
on that,  isn't that exactly the sort of decision that will help Reform and their anti-politics 
agenda? And will you tell your colleagues that, with the benefit of hindsight, they should not 
take that 19 grand pay rise?  
 
FM 
The decision I've taken, Paul is one that just applies a principle of fairness across all 
members of the Scottish Parliament, and I think that's the right decision to take so that 
members of the Scottish Parliament are able to draw the salary to which they're entitled as 
MSPs. And the bit that I can influence, which is about Ministerial pay, has remained frozen. 
And I think that will indicate, and you know, no other, no other Ministerial pay arrangement 
has been frozen across the United Kingdom for 16 years, other than in the Scottish 
Government, which is the decision that I have sustained. And I've made a decision about my 
own circumstances, because I'm the decision maker, and I think that puts me in a different 
category to my colleagues, and where I think the principle of fairness should apply.  
 
Alasdair Clark – The Courier – PFG and the four priorities 
You spoke a lot about delivery and hope. What is it that people next May can look at and say 
that is what has been delivered? Of your four priorities, what does that actually look like?  
 
FM 
Well, what I want people to be able to see is that the government is taking action to eradicate 
child poverty. And as we can see from the data that's available to us now, child poverty is 
falling in Scotland, but it's rising in the rest of the United Kingdom. I want people to be able to 
see improvements in access to healthcare services, better access to GPs and lower waiting 
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lists, and we're seeing falls now in diagnostic waiting lists and waiting times as a 
consequence of the investment that we're making.  
 
The Government has invested in the last financial year an additional 30 million pounds, with 
the objective of increasing the number of procedures that would be undertaken over the 
course of that year. And we anticipated there would be 64,000 additional procedures 
undertaken during that year. We've actually seen 75,000 procedures delivered over a 10 
month period. So that, so obviously that number is going to rise over the 12 month period. 
So those are the types of improvements that I want people to be able to see and to expect to 
see as a consequence of the government being absolutely focused on delivery.  
 
And the reason why I've brought forward the programme for government. There's two 
reasons why I've done so. One is that I want to have the opportunity to respond to the 
greater economic challenges that we face so that I can deliver hope for the public. But 
secondly, I want to get government focused as directly and as early as possible, with greater 
intensity on delivering on the public's priorities before May 2026 giving ourselves 12 months 
to do that, as opposed to about seven or eight months if we were to undertake that 
programme for government in September. So it basically accelerates the focus on delivery 
and builds on the momentum that I've built up since I came into office, which has delivered 
the type of improvements and performance I've already talked about.  
 
Ruaridh Gilmore – Holyrood Magazine – Grangemouth 
Has the Scottish Government explored, or is exploring nationalizing the plant itself? 
 
FM 
That would be a scale of project that the scope and the financial arrangements available to 
the Scottish Government would not be adequate to do. So, we need to work in concert with 
the United Kingdom Government, given the scale of the project that would be involved. So 
there is obviously the opportunity for common ground and common purpose there, and we 
are willing and open to taking that forward. 
 
David Bol – The Scotsman – PFG/ Misogyny and human rights bill/ NHS target 
On the Programme for Government next month, can we expect to see plans for the 
Misogyny Bill and the Human Rights Nill that have been in the pipeline, or are they going to 
get kicked to beyond the election? And secondly, your talk and your focus is on delivery 
going into the next election, You've got a big NHS target, I think it's March 2026, a waiting 
times target. Do you acknowledge that if that falls flat, that is a big risk going into that 
election where the public will be judging you on your record? 
 
FM 
On the contents of the legislative programme, obviously, we'll set that out in the programme 
for government, and there's obviously a number of issues that we're wrestling with about the 
contents of the legislative program. But that will all be clear in the programme for 
government on the question of the health service, I don't think I've, I don't think I've in any 
way been quiet About the focus and personally improving the delivery in the National Health 
Service. As I said in my remarks, I think we are seeing signs of progress in that respect. We 
are seeing falls in diagnostic waiting times. We're seeing increased levels of activity within 
the health service. So I feel that the data is beginning to show the improvements that we 
have been working to achieve. And obviously we've set aims and objectives that are to be 
achieved before the May 2026 elections, and I've got every intention of ensuring that we do 
so.  
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Dan Sanderson – Telegraph – Grangemouth, Army Recruitment and Education  
Dave Doogan, the SNP MP, was on the radio this morning and on Grangemouth, he said, if 
it had been in England, the UK Government would have moved at pace, but because it's in 
Scotland, they're quite happy to see it wither Do you share that analysis? And also just 
another one on the issue of resilience, recruitment of the British Army from Scotland's fallen 
by 41% in the last decade. Is that something that concerns you? And is there anything, 
maybe in education, for example, that you might look at to try and turn that around? 
 
FM 
One of the points I made my earlier remarks was that I'm determined to make sure that 
Scotland is not viewed as an afterthought by the UK Government. And I think that sort of 
rather corresponds with what Dave Doogan has said on the radio this morning. There is, 
there has been a real sense of urgency delivered by the United Kingdom Government in 
relation to Scunthorpe. My government has acted with urgency in different circumstances in 
the past when we have been able and had the resources to do so, whether that’s been 
actions in relation to the Lochaber smelter, or whether it's about Ferguson’s shipyard or 
Prestwick Airport. So there is a need for activism in government, and I certainly would align 
myself with the comments that Dave Doogan has made, that it's important that we have that 
activism available from all governments so that we can deliver for people in the country. 
 
In relation to recruitment to the British Army. Obviously, that's a matter for the Ministry of 
Defence and British Army to take forward. We are determined to make sure that in our 
education system, young people are supported to leave to engage in positive destinations. 
We have very high levels of positive destinations like that. It's not that an absolute record. 
We have record levels of positive destinations from our school system. So young people 
obviously leaving school and going into positive outcomes. And some of that will be to go 
into military service, some of it will be to go to college, university or into other employment. 
And so we'll be focused very much in making sure we deliver the best outcomes for young 
people from our education system, and the data demonstrates that we are currently doing 
so.  
 
Hannah Brown – The Herald  – Intergovernmental meetings  
You say you're planning formal intergovernmental meetings on tariffs. What do you hope will 
come out of such meetings? And we know there are warnings of a global recession. Do you 
fear this? And if so, what action will you take? 
 
FM 
On the intergovernmental meetings? It's not something in my gift. Others have to be 
prepared to come to the table. So I very much welcome the conversation that we had with 
the Prime Minister on Friday, and I want to make sure that we've got the opportunity to 
articulate the concerns and the aspirations that I get, for example, from the discussion that I 
take forward on Wednesday with business and trade union leaders in Scotland. And it's 
about ensuring that all parts of the United Kingdom are able to influence the decision making 
of the UK Government when I accept but on issues about international trade, for example, 
it's the United Kingdom Government that will negotiate a trade agreement with the United 
States. I want to be confident about the contents of that agreement. I want to make sure that 
agreement is not damaging to the interests of Scotland and the Scottish economy. So I'll be 
pursuing opportunities to enable that to be the case. So that's  very much the purpose of the 
discussions in that respect. 
 
On your question about economic damage, I suppose it comes back to some of the points 
that I said to Jack earlier on and the I think looking at dispassionately and objectively the 
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current economic conditions and the economic turbulence is likely to do us economic 
damage, unless we take measures and steps to counter that. And that's exactly what I'm 
flagging to you today. The government is getting into that space to enable us to address that 
particular opportunity. Now, one of my reflections on the period I spent in the United States 
just in the start of last week, was that although there's a great deal of turbulence at a 
strategic level within international economies, there remains, because most of my 
discussions were focused on specific investment possibilities, there remains an appetite to 
invest in specific projects around the world. And especially, obviously, I'm interested in 
projects in Scotland. So some of the investors that I was talking to are looking at specific 
investment propositions where capital is looking for a home, and capital is still going to need 
a home in amongst all this turbulence. So what I want to make sure. The bit that actually 
heartened me about the conversations I had in the United States was that there was a 
willingness to contemplate further investment as a consequence of the approaches and the 
discussions that were taken forward. And these are some very far advanced conversations 
that we are having with the objective of turning those into reality that will create jobs and 
opportunities here in Scotland. So, although there is the prospect of economic damage. That 
is a route, whereby we can secure particular investments in the government will be 
determined to do that. 
 
Tom Gordon – Daily Mail – Prospects of recession 
Further to that, projects you're talking about – Acorn, Willow the Exoscale computer. They 
are desirable, but they're also long term, as you've acknowledged. In the short term between 
now and the Holyrood election, do you think we will enter a recession, as many economists 
and finance houses predict? 
 
FM 
I suppose the honest answer to that, Tom is I don't know, but I think there's a risk of it. And 
that's why I'm setting out the steps that I'm taking today, because I want to make sure we're 
on, we’re as front footed as we can to resist that eventuality. So I can't say to you with 
certainty it will happen, but I think there's a risk it might. And therefore we've got to be on the 
front foot to resist that.  
 
TG 
Do you think it’s more likely than not? 
 
FM 
You're pushing me into being ever more specific. And certainly it's more it's more likely than 
it was before a week passed Wednesday yes. 
TG 
Given all that talk of turbulence and uncertainty worldwide, surely you would not want to 
compound that with domestic uncertainty and the push for independence.  
 
FM 
Well, I think independence gives Scotland a greater scope to exercise the responsibilities 
and exercise the interventions that can make a difference in our respect. So let's take, for 
example, some of the opportunities that independence would bring in relation to access to 
the European Union. That would provide us with access to the ability to attract a working age 
population, which is currently a challenge for us here in Scotland. It would also give us the 
opportunity to trade more extensively with the European Union. Now I think we've got a long 
way to go to repair the damage to trade relationships with the European Union that have 
been created by Brexit. There's no upside to Brexit. Part of the economic difficulty the UK 
faces just now is because of the damage of Brexit. So independence is a way around that. 
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It’s a way of countering that by making sure that we have access to the range of powers and 
responsibilities allow us to put an economy on a stronger footing, and that remains my hope 
and my aspiration as part of the work of government.  
 
TG 
[INAUDIBLE] 
 
FM 
Well, I’m a believer in independence Tom and nothing, nothing I'm experiencing just now. 
 
[CROSSTALK] 
 
Well, yeah, well, I think I believe the time, the time is right for that Tom, because it's so 
important that we have the economic scope and powers to act in the interests of the people 
of Scotland.  
 
Xander Elliards – The National – Zonal Pricing  
So this morning, you mentioned in your speech about cost of energy, this morning we've 
seen kind of interventions on two sides in the zonal pricing debate that's ongoing. Centrica’s 
chief executive called it superficially attractive, said it would make things worse. Octopus’s 
chief executive is saying the complete opposite. Him and 3700 small businesses have 
written to the Treasury backing it. As Labour ministers are set to make a decision on zonal 
pricing. Have SNP, ministers, have you taken a position on this, and have you 
communicated that to any UK ministers? 
 
FM 
There's obviously, there's obviously a range of opinions on the question of zonal pricing and 
a range of assessments about the impact that we've made. Obviously, that's been a subject 
of discussion. Indeed, I have further dialogue in the course of this week about zonal pricing 
that will be taken forward. We are engaging with the UK Government on the question of 
zonal pricing, and we will continue that dialogue as UK ministers come to their conclusions 
on this particular question.  
 
ZE 
Sorry, on the engagement will you be pushing for it or against it? 
 
FM 
Well, we're engaged with the UK Government on that question, because I say there are, 
there are different perspectives on zonal pricing, and it's important that all aspects of the 
debate and the discussion are properly and fully explored before conclusions are drawn and 
we’ll engage on that question. 
 
Simeon Kerr – Financial Times – Future of North Sea Oil and renewables 
First Minister, given a renewed sense of self sufficiency, which is being pursued. I'm just 
wondering, when you're talking to the UK Government, what are you telling them about the 
future of the North Sea, and whether you would like to see more gas production or continue 
the focus on renewables? 
 
FM 
Well, I certainly, my priority is to make sure that we are equipped to deal with the 
implications of climate change. Climate change is not in any way, shape or form 
disappeared. Indeed, I would venture to suggest that the climate that Scotland is currently 
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experiencing is perhaps a bit of an illustration of how different things are in the climate just 
now compared to where we would normally be at this time of year. So the climate change 
threat is real. We have got to, for those reasons, pursue the renewables agenda. We've also 
got to pursue the economic opportunities of renewables from the perspective of energy 
security, and that's an opportunity which is not just about Scotland and the United Kingdom. 
It's also about Europe. And part of our perspective, part of the attractiveness of the 
proposition that I was setting out to American investors, is that there's a huge economic 
opportunity to be realized in Scottish waters, which can then position us to support European 
countries in their determination to have energy security and no dependence on Russia. So 
the approach that we are taking is focused very much on the policy objectives of ensuring 
that we advance the renewables agenda. We have got a just transition to manage between 
the dependence of fossil fuels to that future. We will continue to steward that with care, 
ensuring that we are supporting the oil and gas sector in the important transition that it 
undertakes. And of course, the oil and gas sector plays a formidable part in the work that we 
take forward in relation to achieving our objectives on renewables, given that your whole 
range of oil and gas companies are significant investors in that transition. So I think 
collaboratively, we can achieve a great deal out of that process of work.  
 
James Cook – BBC Network – China and Grangemouth 
Just quickly, do you think China has deliberately run down Grangemouth?  
 
FM 
I think the issue, there has been a challenge about ongoing investment at Grangemouth. 
And as you know, Grangemouth, the refinery, is a joint venture between INEOS and Petro 
China. And within that, that business, there is obviously a debate about investment priorities. 
I don't have sufficient line of sight on the internal dialog of Petroineos to give you a definitive 
answer to your question. But I think it is a fair expectation that there should be full investment 
in assets that companies own within Scotland or the United Kingdom. And I think that issue 
is being addressed very directly by the United Kingdom Government in relation to 
Scunthorpe And I think there is a basis for us addressing that question in every respect. 
 
JC 
Are you suspicious? 
 
FM 
I think there's, there's clearly, there are certain scenarios where companies have a choice to 
make about their investment priorities, and we are dealing with global investment, so I want 
to make sure part of my job is to make sure Scotland is a very attractive place for investment 
and to enable that to be the case. Thank you all very much. Thank you. 

 




