Document 1 — Extract from First Minister Questions Brief, dated 28 April, 1 and
7 May 2025

24 Apr: Motion (S6M-16978) to save River City from cancellation debated at
Holyrood. Cab Sec Culture spoke of SG disappointment at proposal.

22 Mar: Daily Mail — Anger at BBC as funding for two new shows set in Scotland to
be produced by companies with HQs in London, following axing of River City in
2026.

BROADCASTING - RIVER CITY

As stated by the Cabinet Secretary, in recent years our public service

broadcasters have continued to make good progress towards their

commitments to improve their presence, and commissioning, in Scotland

e Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture spoke at the 24
April Member's Business Debate [S6M-16978: Neil Bibby: BBC Scotland's
Decision to End River City and Close its Dumbarton Studios] stressing Scottish
Government disappointment that the BBC has cancelled River City which has
built up a loyal audience over many years, and played a key role in the careers of
many people across our screen sector.

e The Scottish Government could not be clearer that we want to see more BBC
investment in production in Scotland.

e The BBC should seek to protect and enhance the network of professionals who
contribute to their productions in Scotland, like River City.

e |tis vital people working in Scotland’s screen sector can continue to access
meaningful career and skill development opportunities, as they have been able to
do through River City’s training academy.

Document 2 — Email Chain — [section 29(1)(a)] - 02/04/2025

[section 29(1)(a)]

Document 3 — Email Chain — [section 29(1)(a)] - 02/04/2025

[section 29(1)(a)]

Document 4 — Email Chain — [section 29(1)(a)] - 2/4/2025

[section 29(1)(a)]

Document 5 — Minutes Extract — Note of meeting: Equity National Meeting at
Tron Theatre, Glasqow — 24/3/2025

RIVER CITY
e Equity members are disappointed with BBC Scotland’s decision to cancel
River City, noting the loss of jobs as a result. The job loss disappointment is
compounded by the news that two out of the three BBC commissioned series
to replace River City will use production companies from England. Cab Sec
agrees that this is unacceptable, goes against the spirit of the BBC’s regional
spread rules and obligations to Scottish TV Licence payers. While SG cannot



interfere with the editorial independence of the BBC, Cab Sec has raised this
issue with UKG Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, Lisa Nandy,
earlier in March following the ‘substantial base’ used in Glasgow and
Inverness for the Traitors.

Document 6 — Briefing supplied by the BBC - River City briefing paper April
2025 — 11/4/2025

River City is to come to an end in 2026 as BBC plans next generation of drama
production in Scotland with three new titles.

* River City has entertained audiences since 2002 and will air its final series in
autumn 2026.

+ Audience viewing habits have changed hugely in the last decade, particularly in
drama, with increasing demand for more varied high-end returning dramas rather
than year-round series.

* River City launched on BBC One Scotland in September 2002 with an average
audience around 700,000; across 2024 the average audience was around 200,000

» We sometimes have to make difficult decisions in order to meet and reflect the
constantly changing audience viewing habits and make way for new opportunities.

* In response to this significant change in audience behaviour, away from long-
running series and towards shorter runs, and to remain competitive in the
marketplace, the BBC has decided to invest in an increased number of new dramas
produced in and reflective of Scotland - as opposed to directing investment into just
one programme.

New drama investment

* Total investment in BBC drama from Scotland over the next three years is expected
to rise to over £95m cumulatively (2026-28).

» BBC Scotland is the biggest single contributor to broadcasting in Scotland and we
take our role in supporting Scotland’s creative industry seriously.

» Our goal is to grow Scotland further on the global drama map — with a slate of
world-class productions that set the standard not just here but internationally.

» Our new dramas are written by Scottish writers, they will employ a wide range of
Scottish-based talent and will be made by production companies with bases in
Scotland — just like River City.

» Three new drama series* - filming on new titles is expected later in 2025 and into
2026, with casting to be announced in due course. Audiences should expect to see
new dramas from Scotland on screen in 2027:

o High-stakes legal drama Counsels (8eps x 60’) set in and around Glasgow o
Grams (6eps x 60’) is a dark comic thriller set in Springburn, Glasgow



o The Young Team (6eps x 60’) based on award-winning novel set and filmed in
North Lanarkshire

* Returning dramas include:

o Granite Harbour will return for a third series, filming in Aberdeen and Glasgow o
Shetland is filming its tenth series

o Vigil will return for a third series

* Other dramas include:

o Richard Gadd’s new series, Half Man, has started shooting in Scotland o
Psychological thriller, The Ridge, filming in both Scotland and New Zealand, will
broadcast later this year

o Family crime drama, Mint, is currently filming in Scotland

* The cost of producing drama is higher than it has ever been. There will be an
increase in spend on Scottish drama, however, due to the nature of the new titles
and the ending of River City (which as a continuing drama series by nature delivers
‘high volume’ hours) we will see a reduction in overall hours of Scottish drama. We
anticipate delivering around 30 hours of high impact Scottish drama hours each year
going forward that will reflect and showcase Scotland to the audience

* Audiences can expect more scripted series from Scotland reflecting a wider range
of stories on the BBC in years to come. BBC Drama, working with BBC Scotland,
aim to increase the number of returning series being produced in Scotland and are
developing ideas with the aim of launching several new titles.

3 Training

» The BBC recognises the important role of public service broadcasting in providing
pathways for development and this will not change.

* River City training opportunities will remain active for another year until we cease
production in 2026.

» The BBC will work with industry partners on a new talent training framework in
Scotland. The new framework for training will build on River City’s successful training
academy and the ongoing work on other series to elevate individuals in to senior
creative roles as well as supporting and developing production crews.

* New returning drama series will have training front and centre of the production
process and we will work with third parties to ensure Scotland’s TV drama sector has
writing and production pathways in place across our shows.

* For example, BBC Drama currently provide funding to BECTU Vision
(https://bectuvision.org/) who are majority funded by Screen Scotland, and also
receive funding from Scottish Union Learning in partnership with BECTU. Their
programme of events and training is driven by ongoing direct consultation with the
industry. We are in dialogue to explore future opportunities with BECTU Vision.



» The opportunity to work on a varied slate of scripted content will bring benefits to
both entry level and established talent.

» A wider range of content and working on scripted series of a scale more reflective
of the current market to benefit the training of the sector as a whole.

« It is important that training opportunities are relevant to the future work which will be
available in the drama sector, and not be training people for roles which no longer
exist or are less relevant than they were, given the shift in audience habits and
production requirements.

 Further details will be announced in due course.
4 River City

* River City launched on the 24th September 2002; BBC Scotland announced plans
in 2023 to change to a multi-series format, showing three distinct series a year with
six week breaks in between.

* It is filmed in three monthly windows and airs between October-December,
February-May and June-September with breaks in between.

* River City is filmed on location in the BBC Dumbarton Studios (both internal and
external locations); the site is not owned by the BBC.

» The decision to end River City is an editorial one driven by a declining audience;
the BBC'’s lease for the Dumbarton site comes to an end in autumn 2026 and the
BBC has no need to continue with its lease after the completion of filming of River
City. « Plans are underway to ensure River City goes out on a high next year,
celebrating the show’s legacy.

* River City is a BBC Studios Drama Production.

[out of scope]
ENDS

Document 7 — Email Chain — Subject RE: S6M-16978: Neil Bibby: BBC
Scotland’s Decision to End River City and Close its Dumbarton Studios —
Briefing and speech due with PO on 22 April - 17/04/2025

[section 29(1)(a)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture 2024

Sent: 08 April 2025 09:16

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: S6M-16978: Neil Bibby: BBC Scotland's Decision to End River City and Close its
Dumbarton Studios



mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

Hi [section 38(1)(b)]
To see below — Mr Robertson has been asked to respond

Grateful if you can please provide briefing/closing speech by COP on the 22"
April if possible ?

For whoever is supporting on the day can you please drop Parly Clerks a line and let
them know you will require a box pass as well ? ParlyClerkScotland@gov.scot

Many thanks,

[section 38(1)(b)]

[section 38(1)(b)]

Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
Angus Robertson MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

Email: CabSecforCEAC@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business
2024

Sent: 07 April 2025 17:01

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>

Cc: Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 <MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Spads Admin
<Spads Admin@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; David Hutchison
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>

Subject: S6M-16978: Neil Bibby: BBC Scotland's Decision to End River City and Close its
Dumbarton Studios

Hi all,

The motion below has been selected for a Members’ Business debate on Thursday,
24 April immediately following First Minister’'s Questions.

S6M-16978: Neil Bibby: BBC Scotland's Decision to End River City and Close its
Dumbarton Studios:


mailto:CabSecforCEAC@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterPB@gov.scot
mailto:Spads_Admin@gov.scot
mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot
mailto:David.Hutchison@gov.scot

That the Parliament notes with regret the reported decision by BBC Scotland to end
the programme, River City, which it understands is Scotland’s only homegrown soap;
believes that this will have a disproportionately negative impact on performers in
Scotland, many of whom, it understands, get their first TV job on River City, as well as
on the wider Scottish production landscape; considers that the reported £9 million
annual budget for the show is excellent value for money, given the hours of
programming produced throughout the year for what it sees as a successful show,
which, it understands, attracts a regular audience of 500,000 per episode,
outperforming other TV series by more than two and a half times; believes that the
Glasgow-based show is well loved by Scottish audiences and enjoys strong ratings,
with it winning Best Drama at the Royal Television Society Scotland 2023 awards for
its 20th anniversary episode; notes what it sees as BBC Scotland’s failure to inform
the Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee of its reported plans
to close the BBC studios in Dumbarton and end River City in its annual report to the
Parliament in January 2025; further notes the calls for BBC Scotland to recognise its
public broadcasting duty and explain how its current proposals to replace River City
will provide the same good jobs, training and apprenticeships currently available at the
BBC’s Dumbarton studios to performers and crew in Scotland, and ensure that the
reported £9 million budget will be spent on Scottish drama; considers the BBC's
Dumbarton studios to be an important asset, which has been used for a number of
other productions, including Vigil and Shetland; understands that the owner of the
studios site is open to renewing the lease, and notes the calls, in light of this, for BBC
Scotland to revisit its reported decision to end River City and close its Dumbarton
studios.

One Minister is required to respond for the Scottish Government and will have the final
closing speech of 7 minutes (no opening speech).

Please ensure that between now and the debate you:

 Confirm to us which Minister will respond as soon as possible, but no later than 12
noon on Thursday, 10 April

* Provide a copy of the Minister’s speech to the Official Report
(Official.Report@scottish.parliament.uk) immediately ahead of the debate.

Thanks

[section 38(1)(b)]

Assistant Private Secretary to Minister for Parliamentary Business — Jamie Hepburn MSP
The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

T: [section 38(1)(b)] Email: ministerpb@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to another official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. Ministerial Private Offices do not keep
official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special Advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot.



mailto:Official.Report@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:ministerpb@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Sent: 24 April 2025 16:18

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;

[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section

38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
[section 29(1)(a)]

[section 38(1)(b)]

Creative Workforce Team Leader

Directorate for Culture and External Affairs (DCEA)

Scottish Government

Mobile - [section 38(1)(b)]

Currently hybrid working - home and office — always available by email & MS Teams

Document 8 Briefing — Subject RE: River City Background and Lines 19/3/2025

River City — Top Lines

e The Scottish Government recognises the disappointment regarding the decision
to cancel River City, which has built up a loyal audience over many years, and
played a key role in the careers of many people across our screen sector.

e However, individual programming decisions are ultimately a matter for the BBC,
and the Scottish Government respects and supports their editorial
independence.

e We do welcome the BBC’s commitment to commission and re-commission a
range of other original, Scottish-generated programming, and | am keen to hear
more about the training opportunities these commissions will bring. It is vital that
crew continue to be able to access meaningful opportunities to develop their
careers and skills, as they were able to do through River City’s training academy.

e Ministers expect the BBC to fully and fairly represent all communities in Scotland,
and we will continue to advocate on behalf of license payers to ensure Scottish
industry and audiences are properly represented on our screens.

e We will also continue to press Ofcom to ensure that the BBC is meeting its
obligations in delivering for viewers and Scotland’s creative professionals, so that
audiences receive a service that meets the high standards expected of the BBC.

BACKGROUND

On 18 March, BBC Scotland announced that they will not recommission River City
after its next season ends in Autumn 2026. The long-running programme was filmed
in Dumbarton, on a specially-designed set in a building leased to the BBC by a
private owner.

Equity have launched a petition calling for the BBC to reverse the decision, which
they describe as ‘short-sighted’ and a ‘disaster for Scottish television.” As at 19
March, the petition has c. 3,800 signatures. Equity’s General Secretary, Paul



https://www.equity.org.uk/news/2025/save-scotland-s-river-city-soap-says-equity

Fleming, has noted the value of ‘continuing drama’ programmes like River City in
helping actors and crew to develop, particularly in their early careers. They are
calling for the budget previously committed to River City to be ringfenced for similar
continuing drama programmes.

Officials understand that drivers for decommissioning River City include audience
behaviour and declining viewing figures, and the lease ending [section 33(1)(b)].on
the set building. [section 33(1)(b)].

Officials further understand that there will not be a decrease in overall BBC Scotland
drama spending, which is being refocussed on a range of high-end dramas including
legal drama Counsels and an adaptation of Graeme Armstrong’s novel The Young
Team. Vigil, Shetland, and Granite Harbour will all also be returning. These
programmes offer opportunities for crew and cast around Scotland.

It is expected that these new and returning Scottish properties will also feature
significant training and development opportunities for crew, at all stages of their
careers, replacing the River City training academy programme. Further details will be
available later in the year.

Document 9 Email — [section 29(1)(a)] - 20/03/2025

[section 29(1)(a)]

Document 10 Email — Subject RE: River City New Drama Announcement from
Scotland — 18/3/2025

STRICT EMBARGO 13.30pm Tues 18/03/25

River City to come to an end in 2026 as BBC plans next generation
of drama production in Scotland with three new titles

BBC Scotland today (Tuesday 18 March 2025) announced it will be saying a fond farewell to long-running drama
series, River City and the residents of Shieldinch next year after more than 20 years on screen. The drama, which
has entertained audiences since 2002, will air its final series in Autumn 2026.

Reflecting a significant change in audience behaviour away from long-running series and towards shorter runs,
the BBC will make a considerable boost in major drama productions set across Scotland, moving the River City
investment, starting with three new series — Counsels, Grams and The Young Team. As well as these new titles,
popular drama Granite Harbour will return for a third series, filming in Aberdeen and Glasgow in the coming
months. Also making a return is Shetland for its tenth series and Vigil for a third series, while the previously
announced eight-part drama, Mint, is filming in Scotland. Combined, these dramas will bring a greater range of
stories written by Scots, about Scotland and made in Scotland for a UK-wide audience.

Forming part of the single biggest investment in drama from Scotland in the past decade, these new dramas -
along with existing commissions - will create new opportunities across the independent sector. Total investment
in BBC drama from Scotland over the next three years is expected to rise to over £95m cumulatively (2026-28).

Counsels, Grams and The Young Team were ordered by Louise Thornton, Head of Commissioning for BBC
Scotland and Lindsay Salt, Director of BBC Drama.



The BBC will also work with industry partners on a new talent training plan in Scotland. A new framework for
training will build on River City’s successful training academy and the ongoing work on other series to elevate
individuals in to senior creative roles as well as supporting and developing production crews. Further details will
be announced in the Autumn.

Hayley Valentine, Director, BBC Scotland says: “River City has been a wonderful adventure and of course we’ll all
be sad to see it go. The team have done a brilliant job and | know they have some big plans for the finale next year.
But as viewing patterns change and competition intensifies, this is the right time to invest in the next generation of
high-impact drama series from across Scotland showcasing storytelling across the UK. Our goal is to grow
Scotland further on the global drama map - with a slate of world-class productions that set the standard not just
here but internationally too.”

Louise Thornton Head of Commissioning at BBC Scotland: “We are incredibly proud of River City and it is with
great sadness that we have come to this difficult decision. | want to thank the River City team in front of and
behind the cameras for their dedication to the show over the years, past and present. For more than two
decades, River City has brought drama to life on screen as well as offering industry training at grassroots level,
and we know that fans of the programme will be really sad to see it go. The show leaves a tremendous legacy
behind and the new productions we’ve announced will offer further opportunities.

“However, the media landscape is changing at pace and, as audience viewing habits change, it’s vital we respond
to this. Our three new dramas, alongside the returning drama favourites, reflect the increasing shift in audience
demand for series rooted in Scotland which play to audiences across the UK...and beyond. We’re delighted to be
working with such great production teams and remain steadfast in our commitment to invest in Scotland’s
creative industry.”

The new Scottish drama titles are:

COUNSELS (Balloon Entertainment)

8x60’- BBC iPlayer / BBC One / BBC Scotland

Counsels is an original high-stakes legal drama co-created by Scottish writers Bryan Elsley (The Crow Road,
Skins) and BBC Writers’ Drama Room graduate Gillian McCormack. Set and filmed in and around Glasgow,
Counsels follows five young lawyers who once trained together at one of Scotland’s elite law schools but are
now scattered across the profession and find themselves facing each other in the courts of Glasgow. Some will
rise to the top, while others risk losing everything as their careers teeter on the edge when they lock horns in their
biggest cases yet. The ambitious lawyers must navigate a legal battlefield where their friendships begin to
fracture, love affairs crumble, and the fight for justice threatens to tear them all apart.

GRAMS (World Productions)

6x60’ - BBC iPlayer / BBC One / BBC Scotland

Grams is a darkly comic thriller created, written and directed by the RTS award-winning James Price (Dog Days,
Boys Night), Grams is set in Springburn, Glasgow, where James was born and still lives. Following the death of
her beloved grandson Michael, widowed Glaswegian Thana becomes the target of a violent local gang, who
Michael apparently crossed. Thana finds salvation in the form of Connor, a volatile friend of Michael’s with
serious anger issues. Grams will see Thana and Connor form an unlikely partnership, as they seek the truth of
what really happened to Michael.

THE YOUNG TEAM (Synchronicity Films)

6x60’ - BBC iPlayer / BBC Three/BBC Scotland

The Young Team is the scripted debut from one of Scotland’s most exciting voices in literature, Graeme
Armstrong. The series is adapted from Graeme’s best-selling and award-winning debut novel of the same name
and is set and filmed in North Lanarkshire. Fifteen-year-old Azzy Williams and his pals roam the streets of Airdrie
on a Friday night, bottles of Buckfast in hand and techno playing from tinny speakers. Azzy is ready. Ready to
smoke, pop pills, drink wine and fight. He longs to become fully initiated into local gang the Young Team Posse
(YTP). But when Azzy, determined to prove himself, makes a bold move, a brutal gang conflict ensues with Azzy
very firmly at its heart. The Young Team will follow Azzy on his journey from boyhood to manhood as he and his
mates become postcode warriors in a toxic cycle that threatens to consume them. An unflinching look at the



realities of addiction and gang violence, this ambitious series will tell a powerful, visceral story about the realities
of life for young, disenfranchised people and the fight for a different future.

Lindsay Salt, Director of BBC Drama says: “Audience habits are changing and we are responding to that with
these plans for three brilliant new dramas made in Scotland. BBC viewers love truly authentic stories and we are
committed to creating high-impact content from across the UK, so that we can better reflect and represent every
part of the country. The success of the long running Shetland, coupled with the return of Vigil and Granite
Harbour, is a testament to the strength of talent we have in Scotland and we look forward to seeing our three new
shows come to life alongside these hugely popular returners.”

These new commissions will build on the BBC’s strong track record in drama production in Scotland including
award-winning series Guilt and Mayflies, and ratings hits Rebus and Nightsleeper. Richard Gadd’s new series Half
Man has also started shooting in Scotland while the psychological thriller The Ridge starring Lauren Lyle will hit
screens later this year. Filming on the new titles is expected from later this year and into 2026, with casting to be
announced in due course.

Plans are underway to ensure River City goes out on a high next year, celebrating the show’s legacy. River City is a
BBC Studios Drama Production.

NOTES TO EDITORS
e River City launched on the 24™ September 2002.

e Theinterior and exterior sets are based at the Dumbarton Studios, just outside Glasgow.

e The lease for the Dumbarton site comes to an end in September 2026.

ENDS

Document 11 — Email Chain (1) — RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the
show — 23/04/2025

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Sent: 23/04/2025

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Thank you — please see the briefing attached and at the following link:
Cabinet Secretary meeting with cast from River City - Post Debate 24 March

(A52682981)

Kind regards
[section 38(1)(b)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture 2024

Sent: 22 April 2025 18:13

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>



mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

Cc: Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show

Hi [section 38(1)(b)],

Thanks for this — Mr Robertson is very keen to meet with the River City members
and we’ll issue the acceptance shortly. Grateful if we could have briefing and
confirmation of official support up by 4pm tomorrow — if that is completely impossible
then please come back to us.

Best,
[section 38(1)(b)]

Private Secretary
Office of Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 22 April 2025 10:48

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show

Thank you [section 38(1)(b)]. We would recommend the Cabinet Secretary accepts
the invite and meets with River City cast and Equity members following the debate.
This will be a good opportunity to further show our support and as mentioned in the
invitation there will be the opportunity to take photos which can be shared on social
media.

[section 29(1)(a)]

Accept:

Thank you for your invitation to the Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External
Affairs and Culture, Angus Robertson MSP to attend a meeting with River City cast
and Equity members on 24 April 2025 following the debate on BBC Scotland's
Decision to End River City and Close its Dumbarton Studios. As a member of his
Private Office | have been asked to respond.

The Cabinet Secretary would like to attend the meeting however, due to diary
commitments will only be able to attend for (PO as discussed you mentioned he
would only be able to attend for a short period could you enter the time period here.)
A member of the screen and broadcasting policy team will be in touch to further
discuss arrangements.

[section 29(1)(a)]
Kind regards
[section 38(1)(b)]


mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
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From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture 2024

Sent: 18 April 2025 14:24

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show

Hi all
Grateful for advice/draft response to below early on Tuesday please
Many thanks,

[section 38(1)(b)]

[section 38(1)(b)]

Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
Angus Robertson MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

Email: CabSecforCEAC@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@Parliament.scot>

Sent: 17 April 2025 17:48

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>

Subject: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show

Dear Cabinet Secretary,

Please find below an invitation to join the meeting with River City cast and Equity
members that will be taking place in MG03 next Thursday, April 24" from 13:30pm -
3:00pm. Your attendance would be warmly welcomed.

Neil Bibby MSP and Jackie Baillie MSP are delighted to invite you to an event
with the cast and crew from River City and members of Equity on Thursday, April
24th from 13:30pm - 3:00pm in MGO03. This is scheduled to take place after the
member’s debate of BBC Scotland's Decision to End River City and Close its
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mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecforCEAC@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

Dumbarton Studios. There will be the opportunity to take photos and help support the
campaign to save the soap through social media.

River City is of course a homegrown BBC Scotland television show which was
launched in September 2002. The series follows local residents of the fictional district
of Shieldinch in the West End of Glasgow. The show is incredibly successful and most
recently won Best Drama at the Royal Television Society Scotland 2023 awards for its
20th anniversary episode, but it also acts as a springboard for Scotland's emerging
screenwriters, actors and other creative talent while supporting the wider Scottish TV
and film industry.

Last month, BBC Scotland announced plans to cancel the show after over 23 years.

If you could please let me know whether you will be attending, it would be much
appreciated. Lunch and refreshments will be available.

Kind regards,
[section 38(1)(b)]

Parliamentary Researcher to Neil Bibby MSP
Suite 1002, Mile End Mill, 12 Seedhill Road, Paisley, PA1 1JS

Sent from Outlook for iOS
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The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of
Scotland
Parlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this
emailin error please delete it and do not share its contents.

Document 12 — Email Chain (2) - RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the
show - 23/04/2025

From: [section 38(1)(b)]J@Parliament.scot

Sent: 23/04/2025

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot

Hello [section 38(1)(b)],

| hope this email finds you well.


http://www.parliament.scot/
http://facebook.com/scottishparliament
http://twitter.com/ScotParl

Please find the list of attendees below. With regards to an agenda, the event is fairly
informal and there isn't a set agenda. It is primarily an opportunity for the cast to
express their views. MSP’s will be given the opportunity to speak as well.

[section 38(1)(b)]
The Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, Culture, and External affairs, Angus
Robertson MSP will also be in attendance.

Kind regards,

[section 38(1)(b)]
Parliamentary Researcher to Neil Bibby MSP
Suite 1002, Mile End Mill, 12 Seedhill Road, Paisley, PA1 1JS

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Sent: Wednesday, April 23, 2025 7:57 AM

To: [section 38(1)(b)]J@Parliament.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show

CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Hello [section 38(1)(b)],

Would you be able to share with me the confirmed attendee’s for this meeting and
the agenda/running order. It would be incredibly helpful to get this asap (before noon
today) given the event in tomorrow.

Kind regards
[section 38(1)(b)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024

Sent: 22 April 2025 18:17

To: [section 38(1)(b)]J@Parliament.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show
Hi [section 38(1)(b)],

Thank you for your invitation to the Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External
Affairs and Culture, Angus Robertson MSP to attend a meeting with River City cast



and Equity members on 24 April 2025 following the debate on BBC Scotland's
Decision to End River City and Close its Dumbarton Studios. | am responding as his
Private Secretary.

The Cabinet Secretary is very keen to attend the meeting however, due to diary
commitments he will only be able to attend for the first half hour, with apologies.

A member of the screen and broadcasting policy team will be in touch to further
discuss arrangements — | have copied the team here.

Best wishes,
[section 38(1)(b)]

Private Secretary
Office of Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs
and Culture CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

[information elsewhere in release]

Document 13 — Email Chain (3) — RE: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the
show - 23/04/2025

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Sent 23/04/2025

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Hi
Sounds good.

Just as a reflection — the last time he did an Equity event their timing was so poor he
ended up waiting around for over an hour ([section 38(1)(b)] was in attendance). ®

A

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 22 April 2025 09:05

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Invite: Join the River City cast to save the show

Hello [section 38(1)(b)],
Due to staff absences | wanted to run the below past you. I've spoken to PO about

his availability following the debate and they have said Cab Sec can attend for a
short period after if that would be the policy recommendation.


mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

| think if he can do it, we have been supportive of River City and meeting with Equity,
Cast and Crew would be a good opportunity to show even further support through
photos and social media engagement (as mentioned in the invite below).

Would you agree that he should go along? If your happy I'll draft a usual accept and
pull together a briefing which will be mainly bios as a debate briefing has already
been prepared with the top lines and background.

Kind regards
[section 38(1)(b)]

[information elsewhere in release]

Document 14 — Extract from meeting between the Cabinet Secretary, Mr
Robertson and BBC Scotland Director on 2 April 2025

1. On River City, HV advised:-

e Cast and crew have been given a long run in time.
e [section 33(1)(b)]

e |t was an editorial decision.

e [section 33(1)(b)]

e Average audience reach is 200,000.

[section 33(1)(b)]

2. Cabinet Secretary advised that editorial decisions are for the BBC. River City
straddles Scotland seeing itself more and showcases working class voices.
There is understandable sadness and he is keen that unions are involved in
discussions. There should be no detriment to Scotland. [out of scope]

3. [section 33(1)(b)]She noted that River City is made by a London based

company. They want to be able to compete, to tell stories of Scotland.

Document 15 — Email - Subject RE: BBC's position regarding the problems on
site - 28/03/2025

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot on behalf of; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>

Sent: 28/03/2025

To: [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsAndCulture@gov.scot

[section 29(1)(a)]
Best,
[section 38(1)(b)]

Private Secretary



Office of Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture CabSecCEAC@gov.scot

From: Robertson A (Angus), MSP <Angus.Robertson.MSP@Parliament.scot>
Sent: 28 March 2025 09:48

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: River City : BBC's position regarding the problems on site

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gmail.com>

Sent: 26 March 2025 11:49

To: Robertson A (Angus), MSP <Angus.Robertson.MSP@Parliament.scot>
Subject: River City : BBC's position regarding the problems on site

CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Angus

It was great to hear from you at the Equity meeting in Glasgow on Monday evening, and

very encouraging that you are taking a close personal interest in the matter. | wondered
if you had been made aware of this, which appeared in the Dumbarton press yesterday
following the visit of Paul Fleming and a humber of MSPs to the River City

site. https://democratonline.net/2025/03/25/labours-baillie-and-bibby-call-on-bbc-to-
reverse-river-city-decision/

There is no direct attribution, and obviously the assertion that BBC Scotland was, in
fact, unwilling to enter into any negotiation on renewal of the lease (the exact opposite
of their claim that the landlord would not respond to their pleas), would need to be
checked - butif it is true, then the BBC needs to be challenged strongly. As you know,
the chances of the decision being reversed are small: but the BBC must be pressured to
use the £9m budget to provide equivalent jobs and training opportunities to those
offered by River City. If this is of use in that, then all to the good.

Thank you for your support in this, and for continuing to put pressure on BBC SCotland.

Best

[section 38(1)(b)]

Document 16 — [section 29(1)(a)] — 24 April 2025

24 April 2025 — Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture

— Closing speech — 7 minutes
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Members’ Business Debate

[section 29(1)(a)]

Document 17 — Briefing — Members’ Business Debate — BBC Scotland’s

Decision to End River City and Close its Dumbarton Studios — Cabinet

Secretary CEAC — 24 April 2025

What does S6M-16978: Neil Bibby: BBC Scotland's Decision to End River City and

this stem Close its Dumbarton Studios

from

Key | am deeply disappointed that the BBC has cancelled River City. The

Messages Scottish Government could not be clearer that we want to see more BBC
investment in production in Scotland.
The BBC should seek to protect and enhance the network of
professionals who contribute to their productions in Scotland, like River
City. It is vital people working in Scotland’s screen sector can continue to
access meaningful career and skill development opportunities, as they
have been able to do through River City’s training academy.
We expect the BBC to fully and fairly represent all communities in
Scotland. | will continue to advocate on behalf of license payers to
ensure Scottish industry and audiences are properly represented on our
screens, and press Ofcom to ensure the BBC is meeting its obligations
in delivering for viewers and Scotland’s creative professionals.
It is unsustainable that broadcasting remains reserved to Westminster.

What Member’s Business Debate

Additional The Cabinet Secretary to give closing speech

information

Why This follows from the recent decision by BBC Scotland to discontinue
returning drama River City and move away from the BBC studio in
Dumbarton.

Where Scottish Parliament

When Thursday 24 April 2025

Official(s) [section 38(1)(b)]

attending




Annexes Annex A: [section 29(1)(a)]

Annex B: Motion and Top Lines

Annex C: BBC River City Background
[out of scope]

Annex G: Minutes From Recent Meetings

ANNEX A
[section 29(1)(a)]

ANNEX B
MOTION AND TOP LINES

[information elsewhere in release]
Top Lines on River City

e | am deeply disappointed that the BBC has cancelled River City. The Scottish
Government could not be clearer that we want to see more BBC investment in
production in Scotland.

e The BBC should seek to protect and enhance the network of professionals who
contribute to their productions in Scotland, like River City. It is vital people
working in Scotland’s screen sector can continue to access meaningful career
and skill development opportunities, as they have been able to do through River
City’s training academy.

[out of scope]

ANNEX C
BBC RIVER CITY BACKGROUND

On 18 March 2025, BBC Scotland announced that they will not recommission River
City after its next season ends in Autumn 2026. The long-running programme is
filmed in Dumbarton, on a specially-designed set in a building leased to the BBC by
a private owner.

Officials understand that drivers for decommissioning River City include audience
behaviour and declining viewing figures, and the lease ending [section 33(1)(b)] on
the set building [section 33(1)(b)].

On 26 March 2025, the Daily Record reported that Craig Watson, the director of
Westwood Properties, the firm which owns the site of the River City set had hoped to
renew the studio site lease, suggesting that “We have been keen to keep BBC on
the site and would have been delighted to secure their ongoing commitment. Despite
this, we understand that the closure is for commissioning reasons, with a change in
attitude to soaps and longer term projects such as that”. In the same article a
spokesperson for BBC Scotland said “The decision to end River City is a creative
one driven by changing audience habits and declining viewing figures. Audience
patterns have shifted away from long-running serials to short-run dramas so that is



where we will be moving our drama investment. This is about value for money for the
audience.”

There has been media interest since the BBC’s announcement, and on 19 March
2025, Nations and Regions representative for the professional association Directors
UK, Peter Strachan, said that the redistribution of River City’s funding is being
presented as a win but it remains to be seen if the promised future investment by the
BBC actually results in jobs for Scotland’s film and TV production community. Mr
Strachan states that the production companies behind Vigil, Shetland and Mint are
all headquartered in London, which means that the intellectual property will no longer
be retained in Scotland.

Equity have launched a petition calling for the BBC to reverse the decision, which
they describe as ‘short-sighted’ and a ‘disaster for Scottish television.” As at 16 April,
the petition has c. 11,500 signatures. Equity’s General Secretary, Paul Fleming, has
noted the value of ‘continuing drama’ programmes like River City in helping actors
and crew to develop, particularly in their early careers.

The Cabinet Secretary met with Equity on 24 March 2025, where issues around the
cancellation of River City were discussed. The Cabinet Secretary met with BBC
Scotland Director on 2 April 2025 to discuss River City and production in Scotland.
Extracts from both these meetings are included in Annex G.

The Cabinet Secretary also met the BBC Scotland Director on 27 January 2025,
where they discussed regional production and commissioning.
Letter from River City Cast to the Cabinet Secretary (2 April 2025)

In a letter from the cast of River City addressed to the Cabinet Secretary, they
suggested “River City has provided a window into the diverse and vibrant life of
Scotland, telling stories that resonate deeply with our communities. Its cancellation
feels like part of a troubling trend to centralise media production in London, which
could make it harder for Scottish talent to thrive. As a result, many might feel forced
to leave Scotland to pursue their careers, weakening our local creative industry and
diminishing the distinct voices that make Scotland unique.”

BBC Views on River City Viewing Figures and Cancellation

The BBC have noted that they understand that this decision was both difficult to
make and difficult to hear. However, they would like to note that the audience figures
(of regular audience of 500,000 per episode) in the motion are out-of-date. The BBC
have highlighted that Equity had been using out of date figures, suggesting they may
have quoted from a newspaper which has since updated with correct figures.
Reports and screenshots of viewing figures showing 500,000 viewers were found to
be incorrect due to a system error, with more accurate figures being closer to
200,000 viewers.

The BBC have provided background on viewing trends for River City. River City
launched on BBC One Scotland in September 2002 with an average audience
around 700,000 (BARB As Broadcast); audiences then dropped to an average



performance around 400,000 before a further 40% decline in recent years. Across
2024 the average audience was around 200,000 (BARB As Viewed 4-screens).

BBC Response to the Motion and CEAC Committee

The CEAC Committee have recently invited BBC Scotland Director Hayley Valentine
to appear before the Committee, the BBC are currently engaging with the Committee
to explore suitable dates.

The BBC notes the suggestion that the motion highlights what the Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture Committee, on what it sees as a failure to inform the
committee of their reported plans to close the BBC Studios in Dumbarton and end
River City in its annual report to the Parliament in January 2025. The BBC have set
out to the Committee that they take accountability to the Scottish Parliament very
seriously, but in their view the BBC have a responsibility and duty of care towards
the staff and crew directly impacted, to ensure they were informed of the decision
before any conversations took place in a public forum.

The BBC have made clear that during their Committee session in January that, like
many public bodies, the BBC shares a range of challenges given current financial
restrictions. Their withesses at the committee have talked about delivering services
and content with a reduced income (30% reduction in real terms since 2010), and
that the BBC must maintain their relevance by commissioning content which
performs well with audiences and deliver that content where audiences want to
consume it — via online and on-demand.

The BBC have highlighted that the cost of producing drama is higher than it has ever
been. There will be an increase in spend on Scottish drama, however, due to the
nature of the new titles and the ending of River City (which as a continuing drama
series by nature delivers ‘high volume’ hours) there will be a reduction in overall
hours of Scottish drama. The BBC anticipate delivering around 30 hours of high
impact Scottish drama hours each year going forward that will reflect and showcase
Scotland to the audience.

The BBC have suggested audiences can expect more scripted series from Scotland
reflecting a wider range of stories on the BBC in years to come. BBC Drama,
working with BBC Scotland, aim to increase the number of returning series being
produced in Scotland and are developing ideas with the aim of launching several
new titles (further details in Annex D).

[already included in release]

ANNEX D
[out of scope]

ANNEX E
[out of scope]

ANNEX F
[out of scope]

ANNEX G

[already included in release]



Document 18 — Briefing — Cabinet Secretary meeting with cast from River City
— Post Debate 24 March

[information elsewhere in release]

Document 19 — Correspondence — Reference 202500462586 BBC decision to
end River City

Correspondence

From: Cole-Hamilton A (Alex), MSP

Sent: 21 April 2025 11:49

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]

Subject: BBC Decision to end River City

Good morning,

I hope this finds you well. | am getting in touch as some of my constituents have raised
concerns with me regarding the BBC's decision to end River City, Scotland's only
homegrown soap.

The show has had a significant impact on Scottish culture, and itis concerning the
consequences this will have on Scottish TV and employees who had worked on the site.
| was wondering if it was possible for you to give any advice to my constituents who are
concerned about the loss of this programme that | could pass on.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Best Wishes,

Alex

Alex Cole-Hamilton
Member of the Scottish Parliament for Edinburgh Western Constituency
The Scottish Parliament | Edinburgh | EH99 1SP and 151 St John’s Road | Edinburgh | EH12

7SD
alex.cole-hamilton.msp@parliament.scot

The contents of this e-mail message, and any attachments to it, are confidential. If you are not the
intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the message in its entirety.
Unauthorised use is prohibited.

The Office of Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP will process (collect, store and use) the information you provide
in a manner compatible with the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). We will endeavour
to keep your information accurate and up to date, and not keep it for longer than is necessary. The
office of Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP is required to retain information in accordance with the law, such
as information needed for income tax and audit purposes. How long certain kinds of personal data
should be kept may also be governed by specific requirements and agreed practices. Personal data
may be held in addition to these periods depending on individual requirements. For further
information on the privacy policy of Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP please refer to my privacy notice.
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Response

Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP
Alex.Cole-Hamilton.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202500462586
Your Reference: River City

10 June 2025
Dear Alex,

Thank you for your correspondence dated 21 April 2025 regarding the concerns from
some of your constituents about the BBC’s decision to end River City.

As you will be aware, this matter was the topic of a Member's Business Debate on
24 April. At this debate, | was very pleased to respond on behalf of the Scottish
Government, setting out our regret at the decision taken by the BBC and our clear
expectation to see more investment in production in Scotland. As you will agree, it is
vital that people working in Scotland’s screen sector can continue to access
meaningful career and skill development opportunities, as they have been able to do
through River City’s training academy. | hope that the below information on what the
Scottish Government is doing around this matter will be helpful for your constituents.

The Scottish Government considers it vital that more productions are devised and
produced in Scotland to support the creative economy and so that Scotland’s diverse
communities see themselves reflected in its output. The Scottish Government
strongly believes that broadcasting media should deliver for each part of the UK, with
fair investment in our creative industries, and an appropriately authentic
representation for Scottish audiences. The theme of Scotland’s voices being heard
was a recurrent one during the debate.

As you will understand, the BBC’s editorial decision-making is independent of
government and the Scottish Government supports and respects that independence.
While respecting that, we continue to engage with the BBC and Ofcom to set out our
expectation that the BBC fully and fairly represents all communities in Scotland and |
will continue to advocate on behalf of licence payers to ensure Scottish industry and
audiences are properly represented on our screens, and press Ofcom to ensure the
BBC is meeting its obligations in delivering for viewers and Scotland’s creative
professionals.

While broadcasting remains reserved, you will also understand that the Scottish
Government is limited in its powers to respond to the changes and challenges across
the broadcasting sector, even though they directly impact our creative industries.

Our view is that it is unsustainable that broadcasting remains reserved to
Westminster and the Scottish Government has argued, and will continue to argue,


mailto:Alex.Cole-Hamilton.msp@parliament.scot

for devolution, and in the meantime for a broadcasting ecosystem that best serves
Scottish audiences and supports our creative industries.

The Scottish Government remains concerned that meaningfully Scottish, and
Scotland-based, production, is not adequately prioritised, and we have been clear in
our engagement with the BBC — and Ofcom as the regulator — that more can be
done to support authentically Scottish productions, and Scotland-based screen and
broadcasting professionals who choose to build careers here.

As we all agree, it is in Scotland’s best interests that our public service broadcasters,
including the BBC, are maximising their support for the creative sector in Scotland by
providing opportunities to develop and grow the creative economy and workforce.

In terms of the positive diversity and inclusion work that River City has supported,
which you set out in your correspondence, | fully expect the BBC to continue to
deliver on its diversity and inclusion work as a priority and will continue to urge the
BBC to ensure it is fulfilling the requirements and leading by example to improve
diversity and inclusion.

Improved equity, diversity and inclusion, as well as authentic representation, are best
delivered by commissioning content from within Scotland, and | would hope to see
continued and more effective efforts from the BBC to move commissioners with the
power to commission here.

The Scottish Government will continue to make these views clear in our engagement
with all broadcasters, Ofcom and the UK Government, including with regard to the
forthcoming BBC Charter Review, in order to strengthen broadcasters’ delivery of
services for audiences and support for the creative sector in Scotland. Having
sustainable jobs and production businesses based in Scotland is essential to
maintaining and developing a strong, sustainable and growing Scottish screen
sector.

Thank you for your correspondence and | hope that the above is helpful for your
constituents.

Yours sincerely
ANGUS ROBERSTON

Document 20 — Correspondence — Reference 202500461076
Joint letter from cast of "River City" (Case Ref: AR5327)

Correspondence

From: [section 38(1)(b)]

Sent: 08 April 2025 11:35

To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024
Subject: Joint letter from cast of "River City" (Case Ref: AR5327)



Dear all,

Mr Robertson’s constituency office has received the enquiry below, which | believe relates to his
Culture remit. The correspondents are not Edinburgh Central constituents, so | would be grateful if
you could arrange for a ministerial response to be sent to the correspondents directly.

Please find their full details below. | have acknlowledged their letter and told them it has been passed
to the ministerial office.

Many thanks,

[section 38(1)(b)]

Office Manager to Angus Robertson MSP

Member of The Scottish Parliament for Edinburgh Central Constituency

From: River City

Sent: 2 April 2025 13:01

To: Robertson A (Angus), MSP

Subject: Re: Thank you for contacting Angus Robertson MSP

CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

[section 25(1)]

Response

Our Reference: 202500461076
Your Reference: Joint letter from cast of "River City" (Case Ref: AR5327)

7 May 2025
Dear River City Cast,

Thank you for your correspondence dated 2 April 2025 regarding your concerns and
disappointment over the BBC’s decision to close River City. | was pleased to meet
with some of you following the debate in the Scottish Parliament on 24 April. As |
noted then, and during the debate itself, | share your disappointment and strongly
agree that the BBC must ensure that there is a model for broadcasting that supports
Scotland’s unique contributions and cultural diversity.

The opportunity to debate this in the Scottish Parliament was critical and | was very
pleased to respond on behalf of the Scottish Government, setting out our regret at
the decision taken by the BBC and our clear expectation to see more investment in
production in Scotland. It is vital that people working in Scotland’s screen sector can
continue to access meaningful career and skill development opportunities, as they
have been able to do through River City’s training academy.

| strongly agree that the BBC should seek to protect and enhance the network of
professionals who contribute to their productions in Scotland, like River City.



The Scottish Government considers it vital that more productions are devised and
produced in Scotland to support the creative economy and so that Scotland’s diverse
communities see themselves reflected in its output.

The Scottish Government strongly believes that broadcasting media should deliver
for each part of the UK, with fair investment in our creative industries, and an
appropriately authentic representation for Scottish audiences. The theme of
Scotland’s voices being heard was a recurrent one during the debate.

As you will understand, the BBC'’s editorial decision-making is independent of
government and the Scottish Government supports and respects that independence.

While respecting that, we continue to engage with the BBC and Ofcom to set out our
expectation that the BBC fully and fairly represents all communities in Scotland and |
will continue to advocate on behalf of licence payers to ensure Scottish industry and
audiences are properly represented on our screens, and press Ofcom to ensure the
BBC is meeting its obligations in delivering for viewers and Scotland’s creative
professionals.

While broadcasting remains reserved, you will also understand that the Scottish
Government is limited in its powers to respond to the changes and challenges across
the broadcasting sector, even though they directly impact our creative industries.

Our view is that it is unsustainable that broadcasting remains reserved to
Westminster and the Scottish Government has argued, and will continue to argue,
for devolution, and in the meantime for a broadcasting ecosystem that best serves
Scottish audiences and supports our creative industries.

The Scottish Government remains concerned that meaningfully Scottish, and
Scotland-based, production, is not adequately prioritised, and we have been clear in
our engagement with the BBC — and Ofcom as the regulator — that more can be
done to support authentically Scottish productions, and Scotland-based screen and
broadcasting professionals who choose to build careers here.

As we all agree, it is in Scotland’s best interests that our public service broadcasters,
including the BBC, are maximising their support for the creative sector in Scotland by
providing opportunities to develop and grow the creative economy and workforce.

In terms of the positive diversity and inclusion work that River City has supported,
which you set out in your correspondence, | fully expect the BBC to continue to
deliver on its diversity and inclusion work as a priority and will continue to urge the
BBC to ensure it is fulfilling the requirements and leading by example to improve
diversity and inclusion.

The Scottish Government supports Ofcom'’s priority to increase on- and off-screen
diversity in the sector and we fully support the work to facilitate conversations across
the UK’s broadcasting industry, fostering collaboration to improve and promote
equity, diversity and inclusion. We will continue to engage and closely monitor the
data Ofcom collects and reports on, and we hope that this will support progress in a
positive direction.



Improved equity, diversity and inclusion, as well as authentic representation, are best
delivered by commissioning content from within Scotland, and | would hope to see
continued and more effective efforts from the BBC to move commissioners with the
power to commission here.

The Scottish Government will continue to make these views clear in our engagement
with all broadcasters, Ofcom and the UK Government, including with regard to the
forthcoming BBC Charter Review, in order to strengthen broadcasters’ delivery of
services for audiences and support for the creative sector in Scotland. Having
sustainable jobs and production businesses based in Scotland is essential to
maintaining and developing a strong, sustainable and growing Scottish screen
sector.

Thank you for your correspondence and | hope that the above is helpful.
Yours sincerely

ANGUS ROBERSTON



