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MEETING WITH NELA RIEHL MEP 
 

Who  Nela Riehl MEP, Chair of the Culture and Education (CULT) Committee 

Why  Meeting the new Chair of the CULT Committee, following appearance 
in front of last term’s Committee; to discuss cooperation on culture, 
youth and education exchange. 

When  Thursday 6 February 12.00-12.30  
European Parliament (Spinelli 04F368) 

Likely 
themes  

Culture 
Higher Education 
EU-UK relations  

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Martin Johnson, EUD Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EUD 
Head of Institutional Engagement 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biography 
2. Speaking points 
3. Culture and Education Committee 
4. Background on International Culture Strategy 
5. Background on International Higher Education 
6. Readout of your Committee appearance, January 2024  

 
1. Biography 

 

Nela Riehl is a German politician and MEP in the 
Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance, 
elected in the 2024 European parliament election. 
She was subsequently elected as chair of the 
Committee on Culture and Education in July 
2024.  
 
Ms Riehl grew up in Hamburg and is of Ghanaian 
descent. Her experiences growing up with mixed 
heritage in a working-class environment has 
made her a strong advocate of diversity within 
Europe. Before her election as MEP for the 
Greens/European Free Alliance, Ms Riehl was 
not politically active and was a high school 
teacher for much of her career.  
 

Nela RIEHL, Chair of EP 
Culture and Education 
Committee 
 
Member of the Africa-EU 
Parliamentary Assembly  



 

 
2. Speaking points 

 
Introduction 
 

• It is a pleasure to meet you. Congratulations on your election to the Parliament and 
as Chair of the Culture and Education Committee. 

• During my visit to Brussels last January, I had the privilege of taking part in an 
evidence session in this Parliament with your predecessor Sabine Verheyen and 
members of the CULT Committee. I also welcomed the Committee during a visit to 
Scotland in June 2023.  

• I hope the Scottish Government and CULT Committee can continue this 
constructive dialogue. 

 
Culture 
 
Creative Europe 
 

• As a result of EU Exit, Scottish organisations can no longer access the Creative 
Europe Programme. Given its focus on international cultural collaboration, the loss 
of its developmental impetus is keenly felt across the sector. 

• The Scottish Government wishes to see ongoing participation in the Creative 
Europe programme and repeatedly called on the UK Government to seek continued 
participation in programme following the UK’s exit from the EU, as it was identified 
as a programme that provided value for money and supported vital international 
cultural links. The UK Government did not do this.  

• Scottish organisations were prominent and valued participants in many Creative 
Europe projects and had a significantly higher than average number of projects 
where the Scottish organisation took the lead. This success brought important 
funding to these organisations, but most important were the connections that it 
supported them to make and the learning, development and innovation achieved 
through them. 

• The UK Government could still opt to participate in Creative Europe as a third 
country, allowing cultural and creative organisations across the UK to access the 
programme and the benefits it brings. However, it has so far chosen not to.  

 
Education 
 
International Education Strategy  
 

• The Scottish Government published its first International Education Strategy (IES) 
on 7 February 2024, setting out how we will work with partners to promote 
Scotland’s education offer globally, including how we will maintain our links with 
the EU. 

• The IES is focused on three key themes:  attracting and diversifying the 
international student population; maximising the economic benefits of international 
higher education; and promoting Scotland’s as a world leader in research and 
knowledge exchange.  



 
 
 
Erasmus/Test and learn project 
 

• The Scottish Government is committed to addressing one of the most damaging 
consequences of Brexit for our colleges and universities – the fact that UK students 
can no longer take part in the Erasmus+ Programme.   

• The UK Government replacement – the Turing Scheme – is much less effective. It 
helps fewer students, it does not help staff at all, and it does not enable overseas 
students to come to Scotland. 

• We are working with the UK Government and stakeholders on the shortfalls of the 
Turing Scheme and ways to address those. 

• The Scottish Government have funded a test and learn project to re-establish some 
of the opportunities Erasmus+ provided, which the Turing Scheme does not.  

• The test and learn project was  developed with partners and demonstrates the 
value we continue to place on enabling young people and staff to study and live 
abroad. 

• The test and learn project won’t be able deliver the full benefits of the Erasmus+ 
programme – it’s currently much smaller in scale – but will support student and 
staff exchanges and help develop stronger partnerships between educational 
institutions. 

• We will use the learning from the test and learn pilot to develop the exchange 
programme going forward. 

• We will prioritise placements for disadvantaged groups and further demonstrate 
our commitment to EU and global partnerships with schools, colleges, and 
universities. 

 
3. Background on Culture and Education Committee 

 
The Committee on Culture and Education’s remit is divided among several key policy 
areas: culture, education, audiovisual, youth, sport, information and media. The CULT 
Committee views such policy areas as crucial to forging social cohesion and 
democratic resilience across the EU. The Committee is also responsible for fostering 
cooperation with third countries in the areas of culture and education. Flagship EU 
programmes supervised by CULT include Erasmus+, Creative Europe and European 
Solidarity Corps' programmes. 
 
The committee is responsible for: 
Culture 

o improving the knowledge and dissemination of culture 
o the protection and promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity  
o the conservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage, cultural exchanges and 

artistic creation 
 
Education  

o the European higher education  
o promotion of the system of European schools 
o Lifelong learning 

 



 
 
 
Youth 

o EU Youth Strategy 2025-2027 – a framework that aims to encourage young 
people to actively participate in society and provide more and equal 
opportunities in education and the job market. 

o European strategy for a better internet for kids (BIK+) – a strategy aiming to 
ensure that children and young people are protected, respected and 
empowered online.  

o The European Solidarity Corps' programmes - funded projects to help young 
people take part in community initiatives at home or abroad.  
 

4. Background on International Culture Strategy 
 

See Annex B. 
 

5. Background on International Higher Education 
 
See Annex C. 
 

6. Readout of Committee appearance, January 20254 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, 
Angus Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Evidence session at the European Parliament CULT Committee  
 

Date Wednesday 24 January, 15.00 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson (MJ), SG EU Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]SG Brussels Head of Research and Innovation 

Who European Parliament, Culture and Education Committee 

Key Points  AR delivered a speech focused on: 

• Scotland’s pro-EU credentials. 

• Welcoming of Horizon and Copernicus association; 

• Regret on the limited progress seen relating to creative 
professionals and youth mobility. 

• Scotland’s desire to rejoin EU programmes such as 
ERASMUS and Creative Europe. 

• The limitations of the Turing scheme and the impact on 
Scottish students and universities as well as on EU students 
coming to Scotland. 

• Activities that Scotland is undertaking to retain its EU links 
including Brand Scotland / Connected Scotland’s initiatives to 
promote a welcoming Scotland, the Scottish Government’s 
international network, and the Scottish Education Exchange 
test and learn project. 

• An ask that that the Committee consider how to promote 
more collaboration and retain our close ties; 



• Publication of SG’s International Strategy. 
 
 
Committee MEPS then asked questions / commented on: 
 

• Scotland’s views regarding participation in EU programmes; 

• The impact of not participating in ERASMUS on schools, 
youths and sports; 

• The need for ERASMUS to facilitate longer student 
exchanges to the UK; 

• What is the likelihood of the UK rejoining ERASMUS and how 
can MEPs help? 

• Regret on the UK’s focus on value for money and requested 
data relating to Scots going to EU universities to study. 
 

AR responded that:  

• There is a need for all of us to push for as close a relationship 
as possible and we should be realistic - calling for things like 
association to ERASMUS and CREATIVE Europe in a first 
instance.  No alternative scheme can replace these 
programmes. 

• On value for money, we must think about more than the 
simple cost of programmes but also their underpinning 
motivation. 

• On the impact of not being in EU programmes, our artists are 
suffering and find it harder to travel to the EU and vice versa.   

• AR concluded by calling on MEPs to underscore the positive 
impact of Horizon and to push for ERASMUS and CREATIVE 
Europe. 

• On behalf of the Welsh Government, Derek Vaughan 
provided the Committee with a brief overview of the Taith 
programme which facilitates student and other 
exchanges.  The programme had disbursed £20m of funding 
so far creating around 12000 mobilities across 90 countries – 
33% of which relate to people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.  The scheme doesn’t replace ERASMUS, but 
he noted that Sadiq Khan has called for a new mobility 
scheme in the UK and invited the Committee to Wales (given 
that they had already visited Scotland last year). 

• The Commission then noted that it was the decision of the UK 
Government to not negotiate a mobility agreement during 
Brexit negotiations and, similarly, to not participate in 
ERASMUS.  The EU does not believe Turing to be an 
alternative scheme and supported the aims of Taith and 
Scotland’s test and learn project.  But ERASMUS participation 
remains the best option and the EU is willing to negotiate this 
with the UK if the UK reconsiders its position. 



• The Committee Chair concluded that MEPs should leverage 
their networks and push for UK participation in ERASMUS 
and Creative Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



[to insert between page 30-31 of main briefing pack] 
INTRODUCTION TO UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW DELEGATION 
 

Who  Approximately 8 visiting research/project coordinators from University 
of Glasgow 

When  Thursday 6 February 12.45-13.00 
Scotland House Brussels 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Background 
2. University of Glasgow delegation 

 
1. Background 

 
A delegation from the University of Glasgow will be hosted by our partners Scotland 
Europa in Scotland House during your visit. We have arranged for you to briefly meet 
the delegation. 
 
This will be an informal introduction but you may wish to congratulate them for their 
interest in visiting Brussels to meet international partners; and in seeking to seize the 
opportunities of Horizon Europe. 
 

2. University of Glasgow delegation 
 
The following group of University of Glasgow research and project coordinators are 
visiting Brussels for a two-day capacity building session on Horizon Europe. The 
participants coordinate projects on a range of different topics, and want to increase 
their knowledge of the Horizon Europe programme – e.g. the programme’s structure, 
insight into other projects, the processes involved in preparing a bid -  as well as 
making connections with European partners. The visit is funded through the Scottish 
Education Exchange Programme (SEEP).  
 
[88 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
[to insert at page 41 of main briefing pack] 

 
MEETING WITH NOËL MAGIS, DIRECTOR OF SCREEN BRUSSELS 
 

Who  Director of the Brussels-Capital Region’s audio-visual economic 
funding agency. 

Why  Brussels and Belgium have a vibrant screen sector and this meeting 
has been pitched as information exchange between advocates for two 
ambitious film and TV industries. 

When  Thursday 6 February, 16.45-17.30 
Screen Brussels, Rue de Praetere 2-4 

Likely 
themes  

Film/TV funding 

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Nick Leake, EUD Deputy Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EUD 
Policy and Communications 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biography 
2. Speaking points 
3. Screen Brussels 
4. Background on value of Scottish screen sector  

 
1. Biography 

 

Noël Magis is Managing Director of screen.brussels 
fund. He studied journalism and communication at the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) and has been 
working as consultant for the former Brussel’s Capital-
Region fund called Bruxellimage since 2010. Noël‘s 
background includes marketing and business 
development for audiovisual companies and 
communication agencies 
 
Mr Magis attended the March 2024 Scotland House St 
Andrew’s lecture event, featuring Isabel Davis from 
Screen Scotland as its keynote speaker. 

 
 

 
 

2. Speaking points 
 

• I understand you joined our St Andrew’s Lecture event, featuring Screen Scotland’s 
Isabel Davis last March and heard about the great work they are doing expanding 
our vibrant screen sector.  



 

• The range and scale of projects that Screen Brussels have supported is impressive 
and many of them are well known to Scottish viewers, such as The Danish Girl 
(2015 film), Les Misérables (2018 BBC series) Marie-Antoinette (BBC series – 
Screen Brussels supported upcoming season two – airing this year). 

 

• [Chance to talk about impact of Outlander and upcoming projects like Department 
Q] 
 

• What are some of the practices that Screen Brussels and partners in the 
Brussels-Capital region have put in place to make Brussels an attractive 
destination for film and TV production? 

 
3. Screen Brussels 

Investing up to €3 million a year, Screen Brussels funds productions that spend all or 
part of their audiovisual budget in Brussels. Its goal is to have a structural impact on 
the audiovisual industry of the Brussels-Capital Region that benefits all European 
filmmakers. Every type of project for any type of screen (including fiction, 
documentaries, virtual reality, series, audio formats, and gaming) can apply for funding 
during one of the three funding sessions held each year, provided that it meets the 
selection criteria. To facilitate filming, the Visit Brussels’ Film Commission acts as the 
helpdesk for filming in the Brussels-Capital Region by assisting film crews, location 
scouts and directors.  

Companies and professionals who want to grow their business in Brussels can also 
benefit from the support and expertise of the play.brussels cluster, a key contact that 
helps Brussels-based audiovisual companies with their economic development and 
internationalisation. A part of hub.brussels, play.brussels has a network of experts 
around the world, enabling it to support project leaders in their work, including 
searching for funding from regional bodies. 
 

4. Background on value of Scottish Screen sector 
 

• The Economic Value of the Screen Sector in Scotland report (published 2023) 
shows the exceptional growth that Scotland’s film and TV industries have 
experienced in recent years, generating millions for the economy, creating 
thousands of jobs, and providing opportunities for skills and talent development in 
roles across the sector.  

• This growth – of almost 10% GVA overall, and 39% GVA for the development and 
production sub-sector – is in spite of the challenges the sector faced as we came 
out of COVID. 

• The total GVA of £627m is remarkable, and the sector’s growth in recent years 
clearly shows the key role that Screen Scotland, established by the Scottish 
Government in 2018,  plays in this success story. 

• This comprehensive study clearly demonstrates the direct and indirect value of the 
screen sector to other key parts of Scotland’s economy, including hospitality and 
tourism. 



• Inward investment into film and television production in Scotland is a huge driver 
of the sector’s success, and the Scottish Government is committed to supporting 
that to continue. 

• This report highlights the important contribution that screen makes in generating 
and sustaining employment, and the vital role of our public service broadcasters in 
contributing to that growth. 

• We want to ensure a strong sustainable future for public service broadcasting in 
Scotland, which the report highlights as such a critical part of our screen sector. 

• We are committed to: continuing our support to grow screen businesses in 
Scotland; incentivise productions to come to Scotland; develop new studio space; 
increase skills provision, and; press the BBC and other broadcasters to increase 
production from Scotland so that the sector can continue to grow sustainably as 
part of the wider creative economy. 

• Across the economy, employment generated by Scotland’s screen sector rose 
from 10,280 full-time equivalents (FTEs) in 2019 to 10,940 FTEs in 2021, while 
overall GVA in the sector increased by 9.7%.  

• The screen sector’s GVA totalled £627 million in 2021. 
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PROGRAMME 
 

ENGAGEMENT TIME LOCATION SUPPORT LOGISTICS 

WEDNESDAY 5 FEBRUARY 
Arrive, Brussels 
International Airport. Car to 
SHB 13.45     

Official visit pre-brief 
14.30- 
15.30 SHB 

Martin Johnson, Nick 
Leake, [9 words 
redacted: section 
38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]  
  

Walk to European 
Parliament (13 mins), pass 
security 

15.30-
16.00    

Terry Reintke MEP 
16.00-
16.45 EP, 05F358 

Nick Leake, [2 words 
redacted: section 
38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

Photo outside 
Parliament; photo 
of meeting 

Walk back to SHB 
16.45-
17.00    

TBC, UK Ambassador or 
SHB staff session 

17.00- 
17.45 SHB Nick Leake  

Hold for votes 
18.00-
18.30    

Car or metro (Schuman to 
Arts-Loi) to Ducale/Change 
into kilt at venue 

18.30-
19.15    

Burns Supper 
19.15-
22.00  Ducale 

Martin Johnson, Nick 
Leake [2 words 
redacted: section 
38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

Photo 
 
(guests arrive 
19.00) 

Taxi or walk to hotel  22.00    

THURSDAY 6 JANUARY 

Metro (Maelbeek to Arts-
Loi) or walk (15 mins) from 
hotel to Ducale   

08.00-
08.15   

Martin to meet 
you at hotel and 
travel to Ducale 

Global Scots Breakfast 
08.15-
09.30 Ducale Martin Johnson Photo 

Walk (13 mins) or taxi from 
Ducale to Danish office 

09.45-
10.00    

Carsten Grønbech-Jensen, 
Danish PermRep to EU 

10.00-
10.30 

Rue d’Arlon 
73 

Martin Johnson, [2 
words redacted: 
section 38(1)(b) - 
Personal 
Information] Photo 

Walk to EP (7 mins) 
10.30-
10.40    

Sandro Gozi MEP & Klara 
Dobrev MEP, D-UK 

11.00-
11.45 

EP, PHS 
building, 2nd 
floor 
Protocol 
Room IV 

Martin Johnson, [2 
words redacted: 
section 38(1)(b) - 
Personal 
Information] Photo 



Nela Riehl MEP, Culture 
Committee Chair 

12 :00-
12 :30 

Spinelli 
04F368 

Martin Johnson, [2 
words redacted: 
section 38(1)(b) - 
Personal 
Information] Photo 

Walk back to SHB 
12:30-
12:45    

Lunch/box-time 
12.45-
13.30   

SHB team collect 
food 

CabSec introduced to 
visiting delegation from 
University of Glasgow 

13.30-
14.00    

Car or metro (Schuman to 
Centrale, 10 mins) to 
Flanders office 

14.00-
14.30    

Caroline Gennez, Flemish 
Minister for Culture/Poverty 
Reduction  

14.30-
15.15 

Rue du 
Marquis 1 

Nick Leake, [2 words 
redacted: section 
38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

Photo; gifts 
exchanged 

Car or taxi to Clean 
Hydrogen office 

15.15-
15.45    

Valerie Bouillon-Delporte, 
EU Clean Hydrogen 
Partnership 

15.45– 
16.30 

Avenue de 
la Toison 
d’Or 56-60 

Nick Leake, [4 words 
redacted: section 
38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 
(Scotland Europa) Photo 

Car or tram (Louiza to 
Abbaye) to Screen 
Brussels office 

16.30-
16.45    

Noël Magis, Screen 
Brussels 

16.45-
17.30 

Rue de 
Praetere 2-4 

Nick Leake, [2 words 
redacted: section 
38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] Photo 

Car or Taxi  
17.30-
17.45    

Break 
17.45-
19.00   

Team to order 
food 

Burns Concert 
19.00-
23.00 SHB Martin Johnson Photo 

 

ENGAGEMENT TIME LOCATION SUPPORT LOGISTICS 

FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY 

Car from hotel to Airport 
(10:15 flight) 07:15    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCENE SETTER 
 
 
Objectives  
 
The key objectives for this visit are: 
 

• To engage with EU stakeholders on their priorities following the appointment of the 
new European Commission, which started work on 1 December, and with new 
MEPs from Parliament committees relevant to your portfolio, who were elected in 
June 2024; 

 

• To discuss prospects for the first UK/EU Summit (planned for April/May 2025), 
including with representatives from the European Parliament’s delegation to the 
UK, and to advocate for Scotland’s priorities for an improved EU-UK relationship; 
and  

 

• To host Scotland House Brussels’ annual Burns events and to promote Scottish 
culture in Belgium/with the EU institutions. 

 
You will have a packed programme and we are delighted to welcome you back to 
Brussels. You had an opportunity to join the First Minister’s meeting with EU experts 
on 29 January, and hear their views particularly on prospects for progress on 
improvements to the EU/UK relationship. [26 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations] You arrive immediately after UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
attends an informal meeting of the European Council in Liege (3 March) and UK 
Cabinet Office Minister Nick Thomas-Symonds attends a UK/EU Forum in Brussels (4 
March), so interlocuters will have plenty to discuss with us. 
 
 
2024-2029 EU Political Cycle and the New Commission 
 
This visit is your first to Brussels during the new five year (2024-2029) Brussels political 
cycle. Commission President Ursula von der Leyen (vdL)’s new team was approved 
and began work in December, but the political background for her second term looks 
different from her first. The European Parliament centre of gravity and elections in 
some Member States have shifted clearly to the right. The German election on 23 
February is likely to see the far right AfD party receive an unprecedented high number 
of votes and seats.  
 
VdL will present the 2025 Commission Work Programme in Strasbourg on 11 
February. The issues at the top of minds will be: 1) security, with the EU seeking to 
support the development of a European defence industry and underpin its support for 
Ukraine; 2) competitiveness and economic security, with added emphasis on ‘EU first’ 
policies; and 3) enlargement, with negotiations proceeding with Ukraine and Moldova, 
and a referendum on accession talks likely in Iceland by 2027.  
 
 
Negotiations on the new EU seven-year budget will determine the extent and speed 
of EU ambition in these areas. While the proposal is only expected at the end of March, 



some aspects are already controversial, including the need for significantly more EU 
debt issuance (Eurobonds) to fund a number of ambitious projects on innovation and 
defence, and the proposal to delegate management of structural funds to national 
authorities and no longer liaise directly with regional governments 
 
The publication of the EU Competitiveness Compass on 29 January, following on from 
vdL’s speech in Davos, demonstrates how geopolitical developments outside of 
Europe, particularly the new Trump presidency, will continue to exert a pull on the EU. 
[44 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] Digital regulation is 
also likely to be a source of tension. The EU considers that it is entering a ‘new era of 
harsh geostrategic competition’, with major economies vying for access to raw 
materials, technologies and trade routes.  
 
[26 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] The Compass 
promises an “unprecedented” reduction in red tape; a new regulatory regime for cross-
border companies, particularly SMEs; a “European preference” in strategically 
important sectors (which could disadvantage Scottish participants in research and 
innovation projects); and a Competitiveness Coordination Tool, which recognises that 
many of the levers sit with Member States. VdL has also signed the long-awaited trade 
deal with a group of Latin American countries (Mercosur). [20 words redacted: 
section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
 
Your Visit  - EU 
 
You will host Scotland House Brussels’ annual Burns celebration events – a VIP 
supper at the UK Ambassador’s Residence, and a concert with Scottish performers 
held at Scotland House Brussels. You are familiar with the format of both events, and 
they are a key and very popular part of the Brussels calendar. Contacts are looking 
forward to them. We have refreshed guest lists for both to allow you the opportunity to 
meet new people alongside those friends of Scotland who continue to be helpful to us. 
We have added a breakfast meeting on 6 February with Global Scots and other 
prominent Scots in Brussels which will give you an opportunity to discuss how we can 
best retain Scotland’s relevance and prominence with EU institutions. [29 words 
redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
 
Your meetings with the Danish (next Presidency) Permanent Representative, the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s EU Delegation, and the UK 
Ambassador to the EU, will give you opportunities to discuss how the UK government’s 
so-called “reset” of relations with the EU is progressing, and to set out Scotland’s 
priorities. [41 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
 
The UK Prime Minister will have attended an informal European Council in Liege on 3 
February, and Cabinet Office Minister Nick Thomas-Symonds will have spoken to the 
EU/UK Forum event on 4 February, so the topic will be on people’s minds. You should 
stress that, while Scotland remains strongly supportive of a better security and defence 
relationship in support of Ukraine, we also want to see rapid and meaningful progress 
on a better economic relationship. 
 
While articulating and pushing for Scotland’s priorities in the EU-UK relationship, we 
should also continue to confidently assert ‘Scotland's offer’ more widely. For the EU 



institutions, they will be particularly interested to hear about our renewable energy and 
green hydrogen plans and how they can help the EU achieve Net Zero; our future 
facing industries like fintech, space, biotech and financial services and how they, 
together with Scotland’s excellent universities, can help improve European 
Competitiveness; and our strengths in industries which could contribute to European 
Security such as cyber, aerospace and defence. You will meet the new Executive 
Director of the Clean Hydrogen Partnership, a Joint Undertaking under the EU Horizon 
research programme, which will allow you to promote Scotland’s role in helping the 
EU meet its climate targets. 
 
Your Visit - Other 
 
You will also have meetings with the Flemish Minister of Culture and Poverty 
Reduction, and the Managing Director of Screen Brussels, which manages the 
audiovisual funding for the Brussels-Capital Region of Belgium. Scotland of course 
has a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Flanders, but these are both new 
contacts covering the cultural elements of your portfolio. With the Minister, you will be 
able to discuss cultural promotion, which is one of the six elements of the Scotland-
Flanders MoU. With Screen Brussels, you can discuss exchange best practice in 
advancing Scotland and Brussels’ ambitions as world leading destinations for film and 
TV production. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING WITH TERRY REINTKE MEP 
 

Who  Co-Chair European Parliament Green Party 
Co-Chair European Parliament Friends of Scotland group  
Substitute member of Parliament’s Delegation to the UK 

Why  Opportunity to meet with the Friend of Scotland co-chair following the 
European elections  

When  Wednesday 5 February 2025, 16.00-16.45 
European Parliament, Altiero Spinelli, 05F358 

Likely 
themes  

EU-UK relations: Scottish priorities for “reset” process 
Friends of Scotland group  

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Nick Leake, EUD Deputy Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EUD Head of 
Institutional Engagement 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biography 
2. Speaking points 
3. Background on PPA/TCA 
4. Friends of Scotland Group terms of reference 
5. Readout, January 2024 meeting  

 
1. Biography 

 

Terry Reintke is a German politician who has been 
serving as an MEP since 2014 and was the then 
youngest MEP at the age of 27. She has been Co-
President of the Greens/EFA Group in the European 
Parliament since October 2022. 
  
Reintke is from the Ruhr region in Germany and has 
first-hand experience of the damage that occurs to a 
region when industry closes. She is therefore 
committed to a Europe that fairly secures the transition 
to a carbon-neutral economy that gives people the 
prospect of good jobs and a worthy future. She initially 
became politically active to set the course for a social 
solidarity green transformation in Europe and to 
develop new perspectives for people and economy. 
 
Co-chair of the Friends of Scotland Group. 
 
You met with Ms Reintke last in January 2024. 
 

  
Terry REINTKE, Co-
President of the 
Greens/EFA-Group in the 
EP and Member of the 
Conference of Presidents.  
 
Studied political science 
in Berlin and Edinburgh. 
 

 



 
2. Speaking points 

 
Intro 
 

• It is great to meet you again. Warm congratulations on your re-election. 
 

• I’m delighted that you’ll be joining our Burns Supper event this evening. 
Unfortunately, my requirements to vote remotely in Parliament mean we won’t be 
able to travel together to the venue, but I look forward to seeing you again at the 
UK Ambassador’s Residence this evening. 

 
EU-UK Relations 

 

• [61 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] We aim always 
to be a constructive voice, calling for change that is realistic, and that is of mutual 
benefit to Scotland, the UK, and the EU. 

 

• It is our hope that substantive, rapid and meaningful progress can be made on the 
Scottish interests bound into the TCA: 

o Seven key Scottish priorities for “reset” (see Annex A) 
▪ SPS 
▪ Mobility, particularly for young people and professionals 
▪ Removal of unnecessary barriers to trade 
▪ Energy and climate 
▪ EU programmes 
▪ Environment and marine 
▪ Security and law enforcement 

 

• We have published papers on of these [two with two further planned] and my team 
would be delighted to discuss our proposals in more detail as helpful. 

 

• I welcome the activity of the Parliamentary Partnership Assembly, of which I know 
you are a substitute member, and its work in adding democratic accountability to 
the implementation of the TCA. Unfortunately, members of the Scottish Parliament 
are not full members of the PPA, but I know they play as constructive a role as they 
can within that constraint.  
 

 
Friends of Scotland group 
 

• 22 MEPs from the Friends of Scotland group were re-elected, and we hope to 
recruit several more. We would be grateful for ideas of MEPs we could invite to join 
the Group. 

 

• The Scottish Government team here are in the process of refreshing our Friends 
of Scotland strategy post-EU elections. The last European Parliament experienced 
the emotional departure of Scottish MEPs. We know that many new MEPs consider 
the UK as a third country like any other – part of our role here is to ensure that 



MEPs know that Scotland sees its future as part of the EU and the people of 
Scotland voted to Remain in the EU. 

 
 

3. Background on PPA/TCA/Scottish priorities 
 
See Annex A. 
 
 

4. Friends of Scotland Group Terms of Reference 
 
The ‘European Friends of Scotland’ friendship group serves as an informal network of 
MEPs representing different political groups of the European Parliament with the 
objective of helping to facilitate dialogue on specific areas of mutual interest, and to 
ensure as close a relationship as possible between Scotland and the EU now that the 
UK has left the European Union.  
 
The UK’s departure from the EU meant that Scotland lost its MEPs at the end of 
January 2020. However, Scotland remains committed to maintaining and developing 
a positive relationship with our European friends and partners. Given the European 
and global challenges, we all face, close links between the European Parliament and 
Scotland will be important as we work together to tackle crises such as the climate 
emergency.  
 
This group will be neutral in regard to Scotland’s constitutional status within the UK 
and the UK’s future relationship with the EU.  
 
Purpose  
 
The aims of the group are: 

• Promoting stronger economic, social and cultural relations between the EU and 
Scotland.  

• Encouraging cooperation and understanding in key areas that relate to both the 
EU and Scotland such as climate change, the green deal, wellbeing economy, 
international development/SDGs, the Arctic, etc. and the new EU-UK 
relationship.  

• Helping to maintain links between elected Members of the Scottish Parliament 
(MSPs) and MEPs.  

• Facilitating links between the EU and Scottish Civil Society.  
 
The European Friends of Scotland operates as an open forum where MEPs, 
representatives of other European institutions, NGOs, and third sector organisations, 
in Brussels can meet with MSPs, NGOs, third sector organisations from Scotland and 
Scottish Ministers where appropriate.  
 
Membership is open to all MEPs and former UK MEPs with an interest in Scotland. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

5. Readout, January 2024 meeting 
 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, 
Angus Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Bilateral meeting 
 

Date Wednesday 24 January, 16.00 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson – EU Director  
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]Private 
Secretary  

Who Terry Reintke MEP 

Key Points  TR noted that she very much enjoyed the Burns Supper the 
previous evening.  
  
Scope to further develop the EU-UK relationship – discussion 
of areas where there would be scope for the UK to work more 
closely with the EU. This could include rejoining EU 
programmes like Erasmus+ and Creative Europe; more 
cooperation on mobility schemes, and working on an SPS 
agreement which could reduce trade frictions. These 
measures could bring people closer together, cut red tape, 
and give an economic boost.   
 
UK political scene – discussion around the likelihood and 
timing of a UK general election in 2024 and the prospects for 
that. TR expressed her hope that the UK would come back 
closer to the EU.  
 
Scottish politics – discussion of the latest trends in Scotland, 
and around how the GE might play out in Scotland, followed 
by Scottish elections in Spring 2026.  
 
Friends of Scotland MEPs Group (FOS) – TR mentioned that 
she expected a letter from the AFCO Committee (on 
Constitutional Affairs) later this week or next which may clarify 
whether the Friendship MEPs’ group can continue and on 
what basis. Colleagues are hopeful that the Scotland group 
can continue, in part as it doesn’t have a formal Delegation 
with the same scope (see also e.g. Western Sahara, Tibet 
etc). Rules of Procedure are likely to change, but we need to 
see the detail.  
 
Future engagement – TR noted that she intended to stand for 
the EP again and was hopeful about getting elected. The 
same applied to Udo Bullman. If the FOS group can go ahead 
then we should review and relaunch in the new parliament 



after June. We should consider the scope to do more events, 
both with a social edge and a policy focus – eg on renewables 
and green hydrogen, science etc. We should consider writing 
to all MEPs, and / or UK Delegation members.     

Action points • Officials to plan for relaunch of FOS group after June, 
subject to agreement from AFCO Committee.  

• SHB officials to follow up with TR about AFCO letter on 
Friendship Groups. 

 
  



 
MEETING WITH LINDSAY APPLEBY 
 
Light-touch briefing to be sent separately following meeting confirmation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
VIP BURNS SUPPER 
 

1. Speech attached separately 
 

2. Running order 
 

Address: British Residence - Rue Ducale 17, 1000 Brussels  
 

TIME ITEM 

19:00 
19:30 

Guests arrive and welcome drinks  

• Piper - to play guest in – outside  

19:30-
19:45 

Guests to take seat  

• Maitre D – call attendees through to the Library  

19:45 
19:50  

Welcome speech  

• Martin Johnson, EU Director – welcome remarks from podium  

19:50 
19:51 
  

Haggis piped in  

• Piper – to pipe haggis in  

19:51 
19:55  

Address to a Haggis  

• [2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]– to deliver the 
Address  

• Piper/Maitre D – Haggis piped out of the room  

19:55 
20:00 

Taste of Scotland Course #1 {Haggis starter} 

20:00 Selkirk Grace  

• [2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information], Scotland 
Europa – to deliver the Selkirk Grace 

20:20 Course #1 cleared  

20:25 
20:40 

Toast to the Immortal Memory and Performance set #1  

• Cabinet Secretary Angus Robertson to deliver the speech and 
handover to the performers (make reference to the songs that the 
guest will hear) 

• RCS – to perform Set #1 (one song)  

20:40 Taste of Scotland Course #2 {Beef} with a veggie option  

21:00 Course #2 cleared  

21:05 
21:15 

Performance set #2  

• Martin – to introduce performers for a short intermission before 
sweet course of cranachan 

• RCS – to perform set #2 (one song / two songs)  

21:15 Taste of Scotland Course #3 {Cranachan dessert} 
 

21:25 Vote of thanks  

• Martin/Cab Sec Angus Robertson 

• RCS – to play Auld Lang Syne on the way out  

21:30 Coffee, whisky and cheese (in the same room) 

22:30 Carriages 

 
 



 
 

3. Musical performers 
 
SG Brussels have worked with the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland to facilitate their 
students’ participation. 
 
[134 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information] 

 
4. Guest list  

 
[183 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information] 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GLOBAL SCOTS BREAKFAST 
 

Who  Group of Global Scots and prominent Scots that live in Belgium 

Why  Chance for you to meet Belgium-based Scots  

When  Thursday 6 February 2025, 08:15-09:30 
British Residence - Rue Ducale 17, 1000 Brussels 

Likely 
themes  

We have advised participants that the discussion will be driven by 
those in the room but that it is an opportunity to discuss their 
experiences as Scots living abroad post-Brexit and ideas on how to 
further boost Scottish soft power in Brussels, and beyond. 
 
Other potential topics: 
Trade and investment  
Culture  

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Martin Johnson, EU Director 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Format 
2. Background – Global Scots 
3. Biographies 

 
1. Format 

 
This is intended to be an informal networking event, with an open discussion on 
participants’ experience of living and working abroad, rather than an agenda-led 
discussion. 

 

• You may wish to begin by introducing yourself followed by a “tour de table”, asking 
where in Scotland the participants are from and where they work. 

 
2. Background – GlobalScot 

 
GlobalScot is a Scottish Enterprise programme, funded through the Scottish 
Enterprise budget and delivered by Scottish Enterprise / SDI. 
 
Launched in 2001, GlobalScot was founded to harness the drive, ambition and talent 
of high profile and successful Scots and people with an affinity for Scotland around the 
world and develop an international business network, committed to advancing 
Scotland’s economic success. 
 
SG Brussels’ Scotland House partner, Scotland Europa are responsible for 
coordinating Global Scot activity in Brussels. Head of Scotland Europa, Sarah English 
will attend the event. 

 



 
3. Biographies 

 
The below participants are Scottish stakeholders who live and work in Brussels. Three 
of them are Global Scots and this is marked in bold in their bio. 
 

 
 

Kirsti McKenzie - Associate/Solicitor, 
International Trade team at Fieldfisher 
Belgium LLP: Global Scot. [5 words 

redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 

Information] 

 

James Kenny - Director, Global Affairs, 
Arup: Global Scot. [26 words redacted: 

section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information] 
 

 

Louise Kallora-Stimpson – Director EU 
Office, British Council: [29 words 

redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 

Information] 
 

 

Rosie Birchard – Journalist, Deutsche 
Welle: [46 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - 

Personal Information] 
 

 

Paul McAlevey - EU Commission [19 

words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 

Information]  
 



 

Rebecca Wood – PentaGroup: [35 words 

redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 

Information] 
 

 

Alasdair Iain Reid - Director Regional 
Economic & Innova (REID): Global 
Scot. [44 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - 

Personal Information] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING AMBASSADOR CARSTEN GRØNBECH-JENSEN 
 

Who  Danish Permanent Representative to the EU 

Why  Follow-up meeting with Danish Ambassador to the EU to discuss 
Scotland’s ongoing cooperation with Denmark on energy and their 
upcoming EU Presidency 

When  Thursday 6th February 2025, 10.00-10.30 
Danish Permanent Representation Office, Rue D’Arlon 73, Brussels  

Likely 
themes  

Denmark-Scotland Energy MOU 
Danish Presidency of the EU 

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Martin Johnson, EUD  
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]Head of 
Sustainability 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biography 
2. Speaking points 
3. Background: EU Presidency and Greenland 
4. Background and defensive lines on sand eels dispute 
5. Denmark Country brief 
6. Readout of January 2024 meeting 

 
1. Biography 

 

Ambassador Grønbech-Jensen was appointed as 
Permanent Representative of Denmark to the EU in 
2023. Prior to this, he was State Secretary for 
European Affairs and the Arctic at the Danish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. He did his undergraduate degrees 
at the College of Europe in Bruges and has a master’s 
in political science from the University of Aarhus in 
Denmark.  
 
An experienced diplomat, Jacobsen has worked for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 1999, working first in 
Copenhagen, then Berlin and then Brussels. He 
served as Senior Adviser (European Affairs) to Prime 
Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen between 2004-
2007.   
 
You met with Mr Grønbech-Jensen in Brussels, in 
January 2024. 
 
 

   
Carsten Grønbech-
Jensen 
  
Denmark’s Permanent 
Representative to the EU 
 

 



2. Speaking points 
 
Note: This is a short meeting due to both parties’ commitments immediately 
afterwards. EUD anticipates a brief conversation on the priorities for Denmark’s 
Presidency and the EU-UK ‘reset’ 
 
Danish EU Presidency 

 

• You will be preparing for your Presidency in earnest. As we discussed in our 
introductory meeting, Denmark and Scotland have a great deal of shared 
interests. Please be assured that we stand ready to support your important work 
later this year in whatever way we can. How are your preparations for July 
2025 going? 

 
EU-UK Relations 
 
[39 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
 

• Scotland is keen for as close as possible relationship between UK and EU. We 
are ready to play our part in helping UK Government and UK Commission make 
progress. Scotland remains strongly supportive of a better security and defence 
relationship in support of Ukraine, but we also want to see rapid and meaningful 
progress on a better economic relationship. We have set out our seven key 
priorities, and published papers on [4] of these so far. We can provide further 
details on our proposals. 

 
3. Background: EU Presidency and Greenland 

 
EU Presidency and the Diplomatic ‘Super Years’ 
 
Denmark is gearing up for it’s so-called ‘super years’ where it will take on additional 
diplomatic responsibilities including: 

• EU Presidency (July-December 2025),  

• non-permanent UNSC seat (2025-2026),  

• European Political Community host (autumn 2025)  

• Arctic Council Chair (2025-2027)  
 
Energy will play a central role in Denmark’s 2025 EU Presidency, as the golden thread 
that runs through climate, security, and competition policy.  It is likely Denmark will 
push for measures that increase the EU’s global economic competitiveness, which is 
likely to include state support and strengthening EU manufacturing supply chains. 
Additionally, Denmark is expected to be a strong voice for strengthening democratic 
institutions and the rule of law, while trying to build consensus on European security 
priorities, including with the UK. Denmark has argued for greater transatlantic 
economic cooperation for some time now [20 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations] 
 
At the UN Security Council Denmark will take a similar position, promoting 
international law and pushing for a more accountable and representative Security 
Council which can manage and prevent new types of conflicts effectively. Denmark 



has also said that it seeks to bring a new focus on the impact that the climate crisis is 
having on global security. 
 
Greenland 
 
[282 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
 
Energy Links between Scotland and Denmark 
 
Scotland and Denmark are currently actively engaged on a number of policy issues 
relating to renewable energy and net zero. This includes a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signed at COP 26, which has led to Denmark actively supporting 
the development of our district heat networks, while more recently our collaboration 
under the MoU has expanded to include exploratory conversations on offshore wind, 
CCUS, and hydrogen cooperation. The Scottish-Danish District Heating Mentoring 
Scheme, a hallmark of the MoU, is set to continue into 2025.  
 
At WindEurope Copenhagen 2025 in April, Ms Martin, our Acting Cabinet Secretary 
for Net Zero and Energy will be attending as a keynote speaker. The Scottish 
Government is determined to maximise the economic opportunities of our offshore 
wind potential and we recognize that international collaboration will be key to 
expanding our supply chain capabilities. Likewise, we believe that Scotland’s port 
infrastructure will play an increasingly important role in the Northern European market 
as suitable storage capacity for wind energy components becomes harder to obtain, 
and supply chain demands continue to grow.  
We are keen to build a strategic partnership with Denmark, and indeed across North 
Sea partners, to smooth demand peaks and troughs in supply chains, co-operate on 
workforce and skills planning, and explore the creation of a joint ‘North Sea offer’ for 
developers and investors.  
 

4. Background and defensive lines on sand eels dispute 
 
Sandeel management measures in UK waters 
 
[170 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
 

5. Country brief 
 
Full name: Kingdom of Denmark  
Population: 5.9 million  Capital: Copenhagen 
National Day: 5 June (Constitution Day, 1849 and 1953) 
Head of State: King Frederik X   
Head of Government: Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, The Social Democratic 
Party  
Minister for Foreign Affairs: Lars Loekke Rasmussen (December 2022) 
Parliament: The parliament called People's Assembly (or "Folketing") is a 
unicameral parliament with 179 members, elected for a term of four years. There are 
175 representatives from Denmark, 2 from Greenland and 2 from the Faroe Islands. 
 
Political developments:  



• The last Danish general elections took place on 1 November 2022. With an 81.4% 
turnout, the lowest in 30 years, the incumbent centre-left (‘red bloc’) secured the 
required 90 seats to form a government. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen’s Social 
Democrats unexpectedly gained two seats and secured its best result in two 
decades. After 42 days of negotiations (the longest in modern Danish politics 
history), a new majority government was formed on 13 December 2022.  

• With 89 of the 179 seats in parliament the government has a majority – something 
Denmark has not seen since 1993. The four seats from Greenland and the Faroe 
Islands traditionally do not interfere in Danish domestic politics. 8 out of 23 

• The government’s programme mainly focuses on domestic reforms with 
international priorities including Ukraine and Euro-Atlantic security cooperation, 
climate and migration.  
 

Hot topics 
 

• [58 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] December 2024 
- Denmark’s ambitious offshore wind tender, encompassing six sites with a 
capacity of 6-10 GW has seen no bids for its three North Sea sites, marking a 
significant setback for the Danish Government. Operating on a subsidy-free model, 
the tender required developers to pay a fixed concession fee over 30 years and 
offered the state a 20% minority stake in projects. Developers cited unfeasible 
economic conditions, including high inflation, rising interest rates, and supply chain 
challenges, compounded by a delay to a Denmark-Germany hydrogen pipeline. 
With bids for the remaining zones due in April 2025, the government faces 
mounting pressure to revise its approach. 

• November 2024 – The Danish Parliament has agreed to endorse the Danish 
Government’s ‘Green Tripartite’ plans: a suite of measures agreed with Denmark’s 
agricultural sector and key environmental organisations to introduce the world’s 
first carbon tax on agriculture and land emissions, and a ‘Green Land Fund’ 
in the region of 43 billion DKK (£4.8bn) to support decarbonisation measures 
including re-forestation and wetland restoration. It is estimated that the agreement 
will pave the way for almost a billion trees to be planted in Denmark over the next 
20 years, and for 10% of Denmark’s current agricultural land to be converted to 
nature use.  

• Politicians across the political spectrum are hailing the agreement as 
‘monumental’. Within the Parliament only four parties (the far-right Danish People’s 
Party and the Danish Democrats, and the far-left Alternative and Enhedslisten 
parties) objected to the proposals. 

• February 2024 - Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and Defence Minister Troels 
Lund Poulsen held a press conference announcing a 10-year bilateral security 
agreement, entailing long-term military and civilian support to Ukraine. It 
entails Denmark's continued assistance on F-16 fighter jets, Mykolaiv's 
reconstruction, supporting Ukraine's reform efforts and a consultation mechanism 
that can be activated in the event of a Russian armed attack. 

• Commission has continued to rank Denmark as EU’s second best innovator. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Key Links 

• 285 Danish students were enrolled in Scottish Universities in 2021/2022 academic 
year.  

• Denmark is one of Scotland’s top 20 international export destinations (11th place). 
In 2021, Scottish exports to Denmark were estimated to be worth £815 million.  

• MoU on decarbonisation of heating systems between the Scottish and Danish 
Government signed in June 2018 informed the Heat Networks (Scotland) Bill 
approved in February 2021. A refreshed MoU was signed on 8 November 2021 at 
COP26.  

• The Technical University of Denmark (DTU) is a member of the Scotland-led 
CivTech Alliance. 

 
Recent ministerial engagement with Denmark  

• November 2023 – First Minister met with Danish Climate Ambassador, Tomas 
Anker Christensen during COP28 in UAE.  

• August 2023 – Cabinet Secretary Robertson met with Mr Engel-Schmidt, Danish 
Minister for Culture during UCI championships.  

• September – Minister Harvie met with the newly appointed Danish Ambassador to 
the UK, Rene Dinesen.  

• August 2022 – FM met with the Danish Minister for Foreign Affairs, Jeppe Kofod, 
and a new Danish Ambassador to the UK, Rene Dinesen, during her visit to 
Copenhagen to launch the Nordic hub.  

• May 2022 – Mr Robertson’s meeting with Jonas Bering Liisberg – Danish 
Permanent Representative to the EU 

 
6. Readout of January 2024 meeting 

 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, 
Angus Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Bilateral meeting  
 

Date Thursday 25 January 2024, 16.15 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson – EU Director  
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]Private 
Secretary   

Who Carsten Gronbech-Jensen (CGJ), Permanent Representative 
of Denmark to the EU 
Mikkel Felter – Danish Counsellor for Working Party on the UK 

Key Points  Culture and screen sectors – discussion of development and 
success of screen sectors in Scotland and Denmark 
respectively. Danish government has a facilitating framework 
for support, though largely private sector companies.  In 
Scotland we are looking to get maximum economic benefits 
from the growth in screen sector and studios, including linking 
to other sectors. More widely where companies are growing in 



part due to Scottish products, might they invest more and even 
headquarter in Scotland?  
 
Political outlook and democratic renewal – discussion of the 
current political outlook, including the rise of right wing views in 
some parts of Europe. CJG spoke about the Danish 
Folkemodet (Peoples’ meeting) democracy festival on 
Bornholm, which seeks to create an environment where 
people can debate and disagree but without rancour.  
 
Digital services –  AR spoke about the Scottish Government’s 
three missions, one of which is about transforming public 
services. CJG stressed that Danish digital service delivery is 
among the most advanced in Europe – Estonia and Flanders 
are also considered to be strong. CJG emphasised that a 
single digital ID in Denmark is the basis for accessing all 
services at all levels of government. This has public 
acceptability in Denmark. AR emphasised that in Scotland tax 
payers now all have a Scottish tax code, but there is no single 
digital ID.   
       
Renewable energy – discussion of respective plans to expand 
renewable energy production and the links. Denmark is 
developing [16 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations] AR talked about the shared 
challenges and potential for Scotland, Greenland, Iceland, 
Faroes, Norway, Denmark – including hydrogen connectivity. 
Discussion noted the different approaches currently – 
Greenland developing [25 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations] A key question is how you can have 
sustainable community benefit from energy projects (eg 
Norway’s Pension Fund). This could help unlock support for a 
big expansion on green power (including for export).       
 
 
EU – UK relations -  [54 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations] AR noted that Scotland would 
continue to be positive and proactive on EU relations, would 
seek to stay close to EU law, and seek opportunities to bring 
us closer and remove frictions. AR noted we would support 
things like an SPS agreement and rejoining more EU 
programmes.       
 

Action points • Consider scope for further discussion on range of topics – 
including green energy, and digital service delivery.    

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
MEETING WITH SANDRO GOZI MEP AND KLARA DOBREV MEP 
 

Who  Sandro Gozi MEP (Chair of the European Parliament Delegation to 
the UK/PPA) and Klara Dobrev MEP (Vice Chair of the European 
Parliament Delegation to the UK/PPA).  
 
This is the first time you are meeting Mr Gozi and Ms Dobrev. They 
have been Chair and Vice Chair of the Delegation to the UK since 
October 2024.  
 
NB: they will not be joined by the second vice-chair, Mika Aatola MEP 

Why  Meeting Chair and one of the Vice-Chairs of the European 
Parliament’s Delegation to the UK to discuss EU-UK relations and 
Scotland’s priorities for a “reset”  

When  Thursday 6 February, 11:00-11:45 
European Parliament PHS building, 2nd floor Protocol Room IV 

Likely 
themes  

EU-UK relations 
Erasmus/Youth Mobility 

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Nick Leake, Deputy Director EUD 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]Head of Political, 
EUD 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biographies 
2. Background  
3. Speaking points 
4. Note of meeting with CEAC Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

1. Biographies 
 

Sandro Gozi is an Italian politician, elected in 
France as an MEP in the Renew Europe Group, 
serving since the 2020 European elections. His 
roles include Renew coordinator in the 
Committee on Constitutional Affairs, member of 
the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection and the Committee on 
Regional Development. 
 
Mr Gozi worked for the European Commission for 
over ten years, including as a member of the 
cabinet of Commission President Romano Prodi 
(1999-2005). He was a Member of the Italian 
Parliament (2006-2018) and served as Italian 
Secretary of State for European Affairs under the 
Renzi and Gentiloni governments (2014-2018). 
In, 2019, he was appointed advisor to former 
French Prime Minister Édouard Philippe. 
 
Mr Gozi has a strong academic background and 
has taught European Politics in a number of 
universities.   

 
Sandro GOZI, Chair of EP 
Delegation to the EU-UK 
Parliamentary Partnership 
Assembly and Secretary 
General of the European 
Democratic Party. 
 
Studied law in Bologna and 
International Relations in 
Paris.  

 

Klára Dobrev is a Hungarian politician and MEP 
in the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats party (S&D) since 2019.  
 
In her early career, Ms Dobrev held several 
positions under the Medgyessy government, 
including Head of Cabinet (2002-2004) and has 
been a Member of the Democratic Coalition since 
2011. From 2009, she was CEO of Altus Ltd., a 
Financial Services consultancy.  
 
Ms Dobrev re-entered politics in 2019 when she 
was elected as MEP for the S&D party and 
subsequently as Vice-President of the European 
Parliament (2019-2022). In 2021, she was the 
frontrunner in an opposition primary against 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán where she won the 
first round but was ultimately defeated.  
Ms Dobrev speaks five languages, is an 
economist and lawyer by training and specialises 

 
Klára DOBREV, Vice Chair of 
EP Delegation to the EU-UK 
Parliamentary Partnership 
Assembly and Member of the 
Committee on Regional 
Development. 
 



in EU integration, EU cohesion policy, and 
finance law. 

Chairperson of the Hungarian 
section of the UN Women.  

 
 

2. Background 

• See Annex A. 
 

3. Speaking points 
 

Intro 
 

• I met with previous Chair of this committee, Nathalie Loiseau, on several 
occasions, and had a very good relationship with her. I’m delighted to meet with 
you, to hopefully build on that progress. 

 

• I am aware that you met with the Scottish Parliament’s Constitution, External 
Affairs and Culture Committee last November when they were in Brussels, I spoke 
to them about this visit, and they very much appreciated this meeting. What were 
your reflections of their report on the impact of Brexit on trade? 

 
Scotland’s connections with the European Parliament  

 

• The Scottish Government is committed to maintaining the closest possible links 
with the EU, reflecting our shared values and interests.   

 

• I welcome the activity of the Parliamentary Partnership Assembly and its work in 
adding democratic accountability to the implementation of the TCA.   

 

• I am aware that there is some frustration in Brussels about the lack of clarity from 
the UK with regard to what it is seeking from its relationship with the EU, and that 
the UK’s red lines are a significant barrier to the kind of relationship the Scottish 
Government would like to see. We aim always to be a constructive voice, calling 
for change that is of mutual benefit to Scotland, the UK, and the EU. 

 

• It is the view of Scottish Government ministers, and I am sure you will agree, that 
the Trade and Cooperation Agreement represents a significant deterioration in our 
trading relationship with the EU, when compared with the benefits the UK enjoyed 
as a member state. 

 

• It is our hope that substantive, meaningful progress can be made on the Scottish 
interests bound into the TCA: 

o Seven key Scottish priorities for “reset” (see Annex A) 
▪ SPS 
▪ Mobility 
▪ Trade 
▪ Energy and climate 
▪ EU programmes 
▪ Environment and marine 
▪ Security and law enforcement 

 



 
 
 
Erasmus+  
 

• Losing the Erasmus+ programme has deprived a generation of young Scots, and 
their European counterparts, of opportunities that their immediate elders enjoyed. 
The UK should return to this prestigious initiative, or at the very least provide 
equivalent alternatives.  

• I know that this is also a priority for many of those in the EU as Scotland was a 
popular destination for Erasmus students who were looking to learn English and 
benefit from the excellent universities that we have in Scotland.  

 
PPA/work of the Delegation to the UK 
 

• How are you finding the work of the Delegation to the PPA? If we can support 
you work in any way or if you would like a Scottish Government Minister to speak 
to the committee, we would be more than happy to oblige. I would be delighted to 
welcome you and the other members of the delegation to Scotland as part of a 
delegation visit and we would equally be keen to host a meeting of the PPA.  

 
4. Note of meeting with CEAC Committee 

 

• The CEEAC Committee met with Mr Gozi and Ms Dobrev in Brussels on the 4 
November where they discussed their Review on the TCA. It was a positive 
meeting, and the committee were very warmly welcomed – readout as follows. 

 

4 November 2024: CEEAC Committee meeting with Delegation to the UK 
Chair/Vice-Chair – Nick Leake and [2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 

Information] attended. 

• In response to MSPs’ comments on Scottish products spoiling at the Border 
Ms Dobrev commented that there is likely difference in application of rules 
across EU depending on ports 

• On youth mobility, Ms Dobrev commented that a Youth Experience Scheme 
would be beneficial to both EU and UK. MSPs agreed saying that Turing is 
not reciprocal and that young people and universities in the UK are 
suffering. Ms Dobrev asked how MEPs could help. Patrick Harvie MSP 
commented that as the UK needs to open up to the EU to learn and upskill 
in areas such as Net Zero, this could be a good hook for a youth mobility 
scheme, [41 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 

• MSPs commented that the improvement in UKG/SG relations is a good 
thing as relationships “couldn’t have been worse”. They further commented 
that while UKG controls the borders, other areas such as education, 
fisheries, and space are devolved 

• Mr Gozi noted that the TCA review will happen soon but from the EU point 
of view, the TCA is a good deal. He also noted that France would be keen 
to look at fisheries first (Mr Gozi represents France and is from Macron’s 
party, though he is Italian) and that the UK would need to show that it really 
wants to see improvements in the UK-EU relationship.  

 



 
 
 
 
MEETING WITH NELA RIEHL MEP 
 
Meeting confirmed on 30 January – engagement briefing to be issued in follow-up 
email 
  



 
MEETING WITH CAROLINE GENNEZ, FLEMISH CULTURE MINISTER 
 

Who  Flemish Culture Minister 

Why  To discuss Culture – one of the agreed areas of cooperation in 
Scotland-Flanders’ 2023 Memorandum of Understanding, with the 
Flemish Culture Minister. 

When  Thursday 6 February, 14:30-15:15 
Rue du Marquis 1, Brussels 

Likely 
themes  

Culture  
Belgian/Flemish politics  

Media /   
Social Media  

Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish Government 
Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
official   

Nick Leake, Deputy Director EUD 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]Head of Politics, 
EUD 
Contactable via visit group message 

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biography 
2. Speaking points 
3. Flanders-Scotland MoU 
4. Culture and Youth Mobility: Links with Belgium 
5. Background on International Culture Strategy 
6. Flanders brief  

 
1. Biography 

 

Caroline Gennez was appointed as the Flemish 
Minister of Welfare and the Fight against Poverty, 
Culture and Equal Opportunities in the new 
Diependaele Government in September 2024.  
 
Ms Gennez has been a Flemish Member of 
Parliament since 2003 when she became the first 
party Chairwoman of the Flemish social 
democratic party Vooruit and later party President 
(2007-2011). During this time, she was also 
mayor of Mechelen. 
 
From 2022-2024, she served as federal Minister 
of Development Cooperation and Urban Policy in 
the De Croo Government.   
 
Other positions she occupies include President of 
the Universitaire Associatie Brussel (UAB) since 

Caroline GENNEZ, Flemish 
Minister of Welfare and the 
Fight against Poverty, Culture 
and Equal Opportunities 
 



2013 and treasurer of the Party of European 
Socialists since 2022.  

 

 
2. Speaking points 

 
Culture 
 

• I am delighted that Culture is one of the key focuses of the Flanders-Scotland 
Memorandum of Understanding signed by our former First Minister and Minister-
Presidents in July 2023. I understand my team here in Brussels are liaising closely 
with the Government of Flanders on an Action Plan for this at the moment. 
 

• As part of this cooperation, I attended the “From Durer to Van Dyck” art exhibition 
at the National Galleries of Scotland in Edinburgh in November. *Opportunity to 
offer personal reflections on this* 
 

• International engagement is vital to the culture and creative sector, which is why I 
have overseen the publication of our Inspiring Connections: Scotland’s 
International Culture Strategy 2024-30. I would be interested to hear more about 
Flanders' approach to promoting its culture internationally? 

 

• In the Scottish context, the ability to cooperate formally with our international 
partners is essential to supporting our ambitions in this field. We are working closely 
with our UK and EU counterparts to explore the possibility of the UK re-joining the 
Creative Europe programme through the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement. 

 
3. Flanders-Scotland MoU 

 

• An MoU was signed by Mr Jambon and the First Minister Humza Yousaf in June 
2023.  Colleagues in Scotland House Brussels are currently agreeing an Action 
Plan for the MoU, this Action Plan is sitting with Flemish counterparts for sign-off.  
 

• The MoU seeks to maintain and deepen institutional relations between Flanders 
and Scotland. It aims to deepen collaboration and exchange of knowledge in 
Economy, Trade and Transport; Education and Research; Culture, Sports, and 
Tourism; Environment, Climate and Rural Affairs and Care. 

 

• The MoU agrees to the following on Culture: “Culture, Sports, and Tourism: 
Strengthen and expand the already close relations between Flanders and Scotland 
regarding heritage, culture and the arts, with a particular focus on traditional and 
contemporary music, literature, performing arts, as well as sports, and tourism, 
through the implementation of initiatives between Flemish and Scottish actors. We 
aim to encourage youth learning mobility and youth work-driven collaboration 
between Flanders and Scotland and aspire to strengthen our collaboration in 
knowledge and expertise exchange on cultural strategies and policies.” 

 

• Many actions have been completed under the MOU, including the exhibition "From 
Durer to Van Dyck" at the National Galleries of Scotland in Edinburgh, which you 
attended in November 2024. 



 
 

4. Culture and Youth Mobility: Links with Belgium 
 

Mobility – Young People 

• Currently young Belgians can visit Scotland for up to six months. The range of 
permitted activities on a visitor’s visa is limited. Applications for long-term visas to 
study and work are expensive and have extensive eligibility requirements.  

• The TCA has no provisions for youth mobility. In April, the EU Commission 
proposed to the EU Council that it open negotiations with the UK Government on 
youth mobility. We very much welcome the Commission’s proposals and would 
welcome an EU-UK youth mobility agreement. 

 
Culture 

• We are increasing funding to the culture sector by £15.8m this financial year to 
£196.6m, the first step on the route to investing at least £100m more annually in 
culture and the arts by the financial year 2028/29. In 2025/2026 we aim to provide 
an additional £25m to the culture sector. 

• Scotland The Perfect Stage is the refreshed National Events Strategy for Scotland, 

covering 2024 – 2035. It recognises the huge asset that signature events, such as 

the Festivals, represent for Scotland, and is a testament to our collaborative efforts 

and shared ambition, designed to build on our achievements and address the 

challenges ahead. 

• In March we published Inspiring Connections: Scotland’s International Culture 

Strategy 2024-30, which aims to maximise the potential of our international work 

and provide coherence to our approach. 

• The Edinburgh International Culture Summit is currently undergoing a review 

process involving all five partners in the summit (SG, EIF, British Council, Scottish 

Parliament and UKG). This process will inform the shape the initiative takes into 

the future. While there is no current date for the next iteration of the Summit to take 

place, we will ensure that future plans are communicated as soon as they are clear. 

• Our Culture Strategy aligns with the overall principles of the 2005 Convention on 

the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions 

(Kasajima has previously asked about this). Our Culture Strategy sets out our 

ambition for everyone across Scotland to lead a cultural life of their choice, 

ensuring that everyone has an equal opportunity to enjoy and contribute to culture, 

the creative industries and the arts. We will engage constructively in any discussion 

on the future of the Convention. 

 
5. Background on International Culture Strategy / Creative Europe 

 
See Annex B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

6. Flanders brief 
 
Head of State : King Philippe (Since July 2013)  
Belgium Prime Minister: TBC (Alexander De Croo remains 
caretaker PM) 
Flanders General Representative in the UK: David 
Maenaut 
Minister-President of the Government of Flanders: 
Matthias Diependaele  
 
Key links 

• Flanders and Scotland signed an MoU in June 2023 in order to deepen cooperation 
and exchange of knowledge.  

• VisitScotland and VisitFlanders have an MoU from 2016 and signed a renewed 
partnership in November 2023. 

• Flanders Investment and Trade re-opened their Edinburgh office in Spring 2023. 

• Flanders signed the Edinburgh Declaration on biodiversity on 30 November 2022. 
 
2024 regional elections 

• Regional elections took place on 9 June. In Flanders, Flemish nationalist party N-
VA remained the largest party, closely followed by far-right Vlaams Belang. There 
were also significant gains for Flemish socialists Vooruit and the far-left Labour 
Party. The Flemish Christian Democrats and greens lost seats.  

• The new regional government, led by Minister- President Matthias Diependaele 
was sworn in in the Flemish Parliament on 30 September 2024 and is made up of 
the Minister-President and nine ministers. 
 

Climate 

• Flanders has competency over climate and aspects of energy. Following the 
invasion of Ukraine, the federal government agreed on 18 March 2022 to allow 
two nuclear plants’ lives to be extended. 

• Previous Minister-President Jan Jambon, in a meeting with Mr Robertson in 
January 2024, expressed concern that the EU is moving too quickly on its green 
agenda, and not getting the balance right, and this hinders industrial regions like 
Flanders. 

 
Zeebrugge/Rosyth ferry link  

• Flanders Investment & Trade have continued to follow up on the proposals for a 
Rosyth to Zeebruges ferry link. The most viable note of interest was the current 
proposal by DFDS (who operated the previous service) but their potential 
destination has switched from Zeebrugge to Dunkirk.  

• Following the withdrawal of the freight-only DFDS Rosyth to Zeebrugge service in 
April 2018, there are no direct roll-on/roll-off (ro-ro) ferry services from Scotland to 
Europe.  DFDS were not able to attract enough volume of trade to make the route 



profitable. The passenger element of the route closed in 2010, as demand from 
passengers was very seasonal, with little demand outwith the summer months. 

• Although there are no direct ro-ro services from Scottish ports, there are a number 
of lift-on/lift-off (lo-lo) ferry routes from Scotland to destinations across the UK, EU 
and the world, including Zeebrugge.  

• The UK’s exit from the EU has not altered the dynamic that any new service from 
Scotland to the continent would require to be operated on a commercial basis.  

• SG offers a range of limited ‘state aid’ approved grants, budget permitting, to 
encourage transport operators to move freight off road to other more sustainable 
forms of transport, including by sea. But any new service is required to operate on 
a commercial basis.  

• Scottish Ministers have maintained that the Scottish Government wishes to see 
Scotland’s sea connections to Europe enhanced and are happy to consider any 
approach. A new commercially viable and sustainable service would be of benefit 
to: those parts of industry where existing supply chains are not optimal; local 
economies; the selected Scottish port; and would provide some resilience for 
Scotland from any disruption at other UK ports.   

 
Visit Scotland/Visit Flanders MoU 

• Visit Scotland and Visit Flanders signed a renewed Memorandum of 
Understanding in November 2023. This is the latest chapter of a collaboration 
between the two tourism organisations since 2017.   

• The MoU reflects the ambition of both to build world-class destinations.  A shared 
strategic focus on delivering tourism as a force for good, considering not just 
economy but also communities and the environment, underpins the Memorandum 
of Understanding.  The agreement provides a practical framework for discussion, 
insight and exchange in a way that serves the priorities of each destination.  

 
Recent Ministerial Engagement 

• 7 November 2024 – Mr Robertson attended the opening of the “From Durer to 
Van Dyck” art exhibition at the National Galleries of Scotland in Edinburgh.  

• 24 January 2024 – Mr Robertson met with Minister-President Jan Jambon during 
his visit to Brussels. 

• 5-6 December 2023 – Mr Lochhead attended the ministerial meeting marking the 
10th anniversary of the Vanguard Initiative 

• 20-22 November 2023 - Ms Martin visited Brussels and Antwerp for a series of 
engagements during EU Hydrogen Week. While in Brussels, the Minister hosted 
the annual Scotland House St Andrew’s Concert. 

• 27 June 2023 – Former FM Mr Yousaf visited Brussels for a series of 
engagements including meeting with the American and British Chambers of 
Commerce and a keynote speech at the European Policy Centre.  He signed the 
Flanders-Scotland MoU with Minister President Jambon. 

 
Upcoming Engagement 

• June 2025 – Flanders Investment and Trade will host an event to mark 25 years 
since the opening of their Export Vlaanderen office in Edinburgh. It is likely that 
Minister-President Diependaele will attend.  

 
 



 
 
 
MEETING WITH VALERIE-BOUILLON DELPORTE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE CLEAN HYDROGEN PARTNERSHIP 
  

Who  Meeting with Valerie Bouillon-Delporte (Executive Director) and Mirela 
Atanasiu (Head of Unit of Operations and Communication)  

Why  Introductory meeting with Valerie (who has taken over the role from 1 
June 2024) and to continue the relationship with the Clean Hydrogen 
partnership. To continue strong engagement on Scotland’s offer on 
green Hydrogen to the EU.  

When / 
Where 

Thursday 6 February 15:45-16:30 
Avenue de la Toison d’Or 56-60 – BE 1060 Brussels 

Likely 
themes  

• Recent updates in the Clean Hydrogen Partnership and 
forthcoming plans under the new Commission work programme; 

• Recent updates in Scotland and development of the hydrogen 
sector export plan / other relevant energy developments in 
Scotland;  

• Explore opportunities for closer collaboration with Scotland, i.e. 
timing & priority of rounds and potential MOU.  

Media /   
Social Media  

Photo - Twitter (@ScotGovBrussels) and LinkedIn (Scottish 
Government Brussels) as per separate Comms Plan. 

Supporting 
officials   

[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]SG Energy lead 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]Scotland Europa 
Energy Lead 
Contactable via visit group message  

Briefing 
contents  

1. Biography  
2. Speaking points 
3. Background briefing [European hydrogen engagement brief] 
4. Background on SG position re Horizon Europe  

 
 



1. Biography 

 
2. Speaking points 
 
Welcome / Introductions 
 

• It is great to meet with you and I look forward to continuing our engagement with 
the Clean Hydrogen Partnership.  
 

• There has been good engagement with Bart Biebuyck ( Executive Director of the 
Clean Hydrogen Partnership between May 2016 - May 2023) – who was 
constructive on helping us to maximise opportunities for Scotland – in particular 
during the gap on Horizon participation.  

 

• It would be great to hear from you about your current priorities, how it is 
feeling with the ‘new’ Commission and if there is anything you can say about 
future opportunities for collaboration/participation for Scotland?  

 

• I off course am very happy to set out some of our priorities in Scotland including 
the development of our recent Hydrogen Export Plan publication.  

 
 
 
 

Valérie Bouillon-Delporte was appointed as 
Executive Director of the Clean Hydrogen 
Partnership on June 1, 2024. 
 
Prior to this role, she served as the Hydrogen 
Ecosystem Director at Michelin, where she was 
instrumental in developing and deploying hydrogen 
solutions. Her leadership extended to positions such 
as Board member and Co-President of France 
Hydrogène, the French Hydrogen Association, and 
coordinator of the H2 Mobility France consortium. 
Additionally, she served as President of Hydrogen 
Europe, the European association of hydrogen 
industries, and chaired the governing board of the 
Fuel Cell Hydrogen Joint Undertaking, the precursor 
to the Clean Hydrogen Partnership.  
 
Throughout her career, Bouillon-Delporte has been 
recognized for her contributions to the energy sector. 
In 2021, she was honoured as a Knight of the Order 
of the French Legion of Honour and received the 
Prize of Women in Energy Transition. Earlier, in 2019, 
she was selected by La Tribune as one of the 100 
individuals transforming France, winning the 
"Transforming France 2019" prize in the mobility 
category.  

 

 

 

Valérie Bouillon-Delporte 
holds degrees from Kedge 
Business School and 
ESSEC Business School in 
Paris. 



Recent developments in Scotland  
 
Hydrogen Export Plan 

• As committed in our Hydrogen Action Plan, we have developed a Hydrogen 
Sector Export Plan, which we published on the 29 November 2024.  

• The plan outlines how the Scottish Government will use its trade and investment 
levers to support the development of the sector in Scotland, so that it is fit to 
respond to the growing international demand. 

• The research that informed the report included a comprehensive study of the 
sources of demand for hydrogen in Europe, with a focus on Northwest European 
countries including Belgium as well as Germany and the Netherlands. 

 
Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan 

• The Scottish Government has ambitious plans for a just transition to net zero and 
we will publish the Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan to support this. 

• As part of a just transition, we will prioritise community benefits, skills, supply 
chains, energy efficiency and decarbonisation projects. 

 
Explore opportunities for closer collaboration  
 

• As you may be aware, we are resubbing the Aberdeen hydrogen valley bid which 
will go in in April. The Scottish Government supported this bid, in the last round 
and will again be writing a letter of support. You could probe: Is there more that 
governments can do to support hydrogen valleys? We’re trying to think beyond 
purely perhaps financial support. 
 

• We have Scottish funding associated with our Hydrogen Action Plan and are keen 
to explore how we can better align with your rounds and priorities i.e.in terms of 
timings of the calls and what the calls focus on etc. This could help amplify the 
support we are able to provide ensure funding can be leveraged from all available 
sources.  

 

• Do you have ideas on how we could take this forward? And is there anymore you 
can say about forthcoming rounds? One idea we did have was whether an MOU 
could be useful between us on this important area.  

 
3. Background 
 
Clean Hydrogen Partnership 
 
The Clean Hydrogen Partnership is a public-private partnership established by the 
European Union to advance the research and development of clean hydrogen 
technologies. It is the successor to the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking 
(FCH JU) and aims to support Europe's transition to a climate-neutral economy by 
funding hydrogen-related innovation. 
 
The Clean Hydrogen Partnership is part of Horizon Europe, the EU’s key funding 
program for research and innovation (2021–2027).  
 



It provides financial support for projects that help develop clean hydrogen production, 
storage, and distribution, aligning with the EU’s Green Deal objectives. It operates as 
a Joint Undertaking (JU)—a type of public-private partnership where the European 
Commission collaborates with industry and research organizations to fund and 
manage hydrogen innovation. 
 
It ensures continued EU support for hydrogen technologies by bringing together public 
funding from Horizon Europe and private investments from industry stakeholders. 
Scotland could join this, if we were to provide appropriate funding/resource – as could 
the UK as a whole.  
 
Hydrogen – Ministerial European engagement brief  

TOP LINES 

• Scotland has the resources, people and ambition to become a world leader 
in the production of reliable, competitive and sustainable hydrogen. 

• Our Hydrogen Action Plan sets out how we will work collaboratively with the 
energy sector and partners to deliver our ambition of 5 GW of renewable and 
low-carbon hydrogen capacity by 2030 and 25 GW by 2045. 

• Delivery against this ambition will be supported by our reported potential 
offshore wind project pipeline of over 40GW capacity (subject to marine 
planning, consenting and finding a route to market). 

• This will put us on the pathway to becoming a leading hydrogen nation by 
2045 in the production of reliable, competitive, sustainable hydrogen and 
secure Scotland’s future as a centre of international excellence 

• The action plan is also clear that we are keen to play our role in the 
development of hydrogen in the UK, European and international markets. 

• Scotland is strongly positioned to become a major exporter of hydrogen to 
Northern Europe and the UK. Scotland’s offshore wind renewables could 
power green hydrogen production for export on a very large scale and lay the 
foundations for an industrial transition that is sustainable and long term.  

• To realise this vision and as committed in our Hydrogen Action Plan, the 
Scottish Government is currently developing a Hydrogen Sector Export Plan. 
 

Key messages for European engagement 

• As a trusted and reliable trading partner, Scotland can play a central role in 
securing Europe’s future energy supply and the global transition to net zero. 

• We recognise that international co-operation will be key to developing future 
hydrogen markets and their supporting infrastructure and will continue to 
seek out collaboration opportunities 

• We are taking action now to help realise that potential, including: investing in 
renewable hydrogen projects; working with the Port of Rotterdam and 
strategic partners on an LOHC transport pilot; supporting the Hydrogen 
Backbone Link Project (the North Sea hydrogen pipeline connection between 
Scotland and Europe); developing a Hydrogen Sector Export Plan and 
working with the UK Government to facilitate trade. 

• In addition to our vast renewables potential, Scotland is well-placed in terms 
of proximity and infrastructure connectivity to key hydrogen import locations 
in northern Europe, with the potential to become an export hub linking the 
North Sea region and the north of Europe.  



• We do not want Scotland’s position outside of the EU to act as a barrier to 
realising our full potential as part of the locus of hydrogen production and 
infrastructure emerging around the North Sea – we would like to see direct 
pipelines between Scotland and Europe considered as part of the hydrogen 
supply corridors explored by the European Hydrogen Backbone initiative.  

• If the European Union is to meet its ambition to import 10 million tonnes of 
renewable hydrogen by 2030, it will be important to ensure that future 
hydrogen exporters – many of whom are Third Countries – can benefit from 
future funding streams such as the EU Hydrogen Bank. 

 
 
4. Background on SG position re Horizon Europe 
 

• In 2023, the Scottish Government warmly welcomed the UK’s association to 
Horizon Europe, and we have made significant efforts to celebrate this and 
promote our participation in the programme, including by hosting major events 
such as the Horizon roadshow event in Glasgow (working in close collaboration 
with the EU delegation in London) and celebrating our association in Scotland 
House Brussels. We were also delighted to welcome Michiel Scheffer, President 
of the Board of the European Innovation Council last month, with representatives 
from the Scottish research sector to discuss how Scotland can support delivery of 
the EIC’s ambitions.  

• These events have been complemented with a number of tailored initiatives around 
calls, led by our own National Contact Point for Scotland, as well as various 
Scottish funding initiatives to promote closer collaboration with EU counterparts. 
Recognising that our participation levels still have significant scope to improve, in 
particular as regards industrial participation, we will continue to push this agenda 
and welcome all additional support you and your services offer in this regard. 

• Looking to the future, we are pleased that the UK Government wants to improve 
the relationship with the EU and will be working hard to make that a reality. We 
have stressed to the UK Government the importance of association to Framework 
Programme 10, and we continue to engage constructively in public debates, 
making our stance clear. Scotland has a wealth of world-leading research 
excellence within our universities which supports the principles of FP10.  

 
  



 
NOËL MAGIS, DIRECTOR OF SCREEN BRUSSELS 
 
Meeting confirmed on 30 January – engagement briefing to be issued in follow-up 
email 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SCOTLAND HOUSE BRUSSELS BURNS CONCERT 
 

1. Speech attached separately 
 

2. Running order 
 

ITEM NAME 

18:30 Guests’ arrival and registrations 

18:30 Piper outside piping people in  

18:30-
19:00 

Welcome reception  

18:50 Call to be seated  

19:00 
19:15 

Speeches by Martin Johnson, EU Director and Cabinet Secretary 
Angus Robertson 

19:15 
20:15 

RCS performance including: 

• Address to the haggis  

• Haggis piped in (by in house piper) 

20:15 
21:30 

Food & Drink networking reception  

22:00 Carriages 

22:30 Close  

 
3. Performers bio 

 
SG Brussels have worked with the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland to facilitate their 
students’ participation. 
 
[134 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information] 
 

 
4. Attendees 

 
The concert will have around 150 guests from the EU institutions, missions and 
representatives to the EU and Brussels-based industry bodies. A printed list will be 
provided during your preparation time for the visit and the Scotland House team will 
facilitate one-to-one introductions with guests you wish to engage with personally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX A 
EU-UK PARLIAMENTARY PARTNERSHIP ASSEMBLY / 
SG PRIORITIES 
 
PPA 

 
The PPA comprises delegations from the UK and EU Parliaments. It was established 
in the TCA as a forum for parliamentarians to discuss issues related to UK-EU 
relations.  
 
The PPA is intended to meet twice a year: once in Brussels or Strasbourg 
(spring/summer) and once in London (autumn/winter). However, the PPA did not meet 
at all in 2024, due primarily to scheduling and procedural issues arising from the 
elections last year to both the European and UK Parliaments. The PPA last met in 
London in December in 2023, and will next meet in Brussels on 17-18 March 2025. 
Until 2024, the heads of delegation / PPA co-chairs were Nathalie Loiseau MEP for 
the EU, and Oliver Heald MP for the UK.  
 
Following 2024 elections, new delegations to the PPA have been appointed on both 
sides: 

• For the EU’s delegation, the new chair is Sandro Gozi MEP, and new vice-chairs 
are Klara Dobrev MEP and Mika Aatola MEP.  

• For the UK’s delegation, the new chair is Marsha de Cordova MP, and new vice-
chairs are Sarah Bool MP and Lord Ricketts. 

The PPA has the power to make recommendations to the TCA Partnership Council. It 
has used that power three times, making recommendations on UK-EU energy 
cooperation (November 2022), support for Ukraine (June 2023), and mobility 
(December 2023).  
  
The fourth and most recent meeting of the PPA was held in London on 4-5 December 
2023. The tone overall was positive, with parliamentarians from both delegations 
welcoming progress in UK-EU relations since the signing of the Windsor Framework 
in March 2023, including the agreement on UK association to Horizon Europe.  
  
The Scottish Parliament is represented at the PPA by the Convener and Deputy 
Convener of the CEEAC Committee, who attend with observer status, allowing only 
limited participation. Claire Adamson MSP and Donald Cameron MSP attended the 
most recent meeting in 2023. Ms Adamson was able to make a contribution to the 
plenary session on mobility, and both Ms Adamson and Mr Cameron were able to 
attend and participate in the breakout sessions. Representatives from the Senedd and 
the NI Assembly attended on the same limited terms.  
 
The Scottish Government continues to call for representatives from the devolved 
parliaments to be afforded the opportunity play a full and active role within the PPA, 
including full membership of the UK delegation, and the ability to participate fully in 
PPA plenary sessions. In meetings with Scottish Ministers, the former co-chair 
Nathalie Loiseau MEP was supportive of a more visible and active role for 
parliamentarians from the devolved nations.  
 



 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT PRIORITIES FOR EU-UK ‘RESET’ DIALOGUE 
 
The Scottish Government welcomes the intention for the new UK Government to seek 
an improvement in relations with the EU, with priority given to reducing trade friction 
and delivering economic benefits. We have identified seven areas as priorities to 
promote Scottish interests:    

• Seeking a Veterinary or SPS Agreement between the UK and EU; 

• Participating as fully as possible in relevant EU Programmes; 

• Closer energy and climate cooperation;  

• Opportunities for youth mobility and business mobility; 

• Removal of unnecessary Brexit red tape and barriers to trade;  

• An agreement on fisheries access which protects Scottish interests and the 
marine environment; and 

• Closer security and law enforcement cooperation. 
 
Agrifood / Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreement 
 
In order to maximise the benefits for producers and consumers, we would like to see 
an agreement reached that is comprehensive in scope and includes:  

• animals, plants and related products; 

• food and drink products; 

• veterinary medicines; 

• agricultural goods and products; 

• animals travelling with their owners, i.e. pets and competition horses. 
 
Such an agreement would cover crucial areas of long-standing devolved competence 
and therefore would need to be negotiated with full input from all devolved 
governments.   
 
We want to see EU markets re-opened to Scotland’s seed potato exporters.  Whilst 
we are supporting UKG counterparts towards a more imminent solution to the current 
GB to EU seed potato export ban, depending on the outcome of that, we would look 
for the EU / UK SPS agreement to address any ongoing issues or longer-term 
solutions'.    We also want the UKG to continue its efforts to explore opportunities for 
the export of live bivalve molluscs from class B waters for depuration within the EU. 
 
Acknowledging that an SPS agreement would take some time to negotiate, we 
recommend that cross-government efforts are progressed with urgency in respect to 
trade across the Irish sea, to address issues such as intelligence sharing, food crime, 
and biosecurity risks. In this regard [70 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EU programmes 
 
The SG supports full association to Erasmus+, full participation in the Creative Europe 
programme (in same way Norway participated as a third country), and full access to 
all European Territorial Cooperation projects, particularly the PeacePlus programme. 
 
A phased approach to this outcome could include partial access to key Erasmus+ 
pathways including strategic partnerships / networks not funded by Turing, and the 
identification of options to support Scottish/UK organisations to collaborate with 
Creative Europe projects while the UK is outwith the programme. 
 
If this is not immediately achievable, the SG would like to see: 

• Turing funding at least doubled to keep up with equivalent Erasmus spend, as 
well as alterations to include some inward mobility and its overall scope 
expanded; 

• UKG to provide extra Europe funding for projects that would have benefitted 
from Creative Europe, ideally matching previous funding levels; 

• UKG funding for programmes of particular importance under European 
Territorial Cooperation, where value for money can be shown. 

 
Energy and climate 
 
The SG wants to see implementation of more efficient EU-UK electricity trading 
arrangements, to protect consumers and to improve resilience. We would also 
welcome structured UK EU cooperation on security of supply, with SG involvement on 
at least the same terms as in current TCA fora. 
 
Urgently, we would like to see talks on how we can link the UK and EU Emissions 
Trading Schemes (ETS).  The SG seeks to avoid the negative impact for Scottish 
exports of additional charges due to the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM) (and the potential for Scottish imports from the EU to face the same if the UK 
proceeds with its CBAM plans). 
 
We also seek close cooperation with the EU on the development of offshore renewable 
energy capacity and on energy interconnectivity – building on the MoUs the UKG has 
already signed with NSEC and with individual EU Member States.  As part of this we 
want to see a full and active role for Scotland, including on priority areas like offshore 
wind and hydrogen. 
 
The SG would like to see the UK align with EU hydrogen regulation and certification 
schemes, to enable the smooth trade and transportation of green hydrogen between 
UK and Europe. 
 
Mobility 
 
SG supports the negotiation of a deep and generous mobility agreement with the EU 
at the earliest opportunity.  Short of that, specific action on business and youth mobility 
is critical to reduce the harmful impact Brexit has had on key sectors of the economy, 
and for young people. 

 



The SG seeks improvements to business mobility including expansion of existing TCA 
mobility provisions which provide visa exemptions for specific short-term activities, and 
greater transparency of existing provisions on entry and temporary stay.  These 
provisions are currently very narrow in scope and should be expanded to provide 
opportunities in more sectors, including for creative professionals. 

 
Negotiation of a youth mobility visa agreement with the EU would provide vital 
opportunities for young people in UK and EU.  Youth mobility visa agreements are a 
standard part of the UK immigration system, and the UK already has such agreements 
in place with a number of countries. These visa schemes are more restricted than the 
benefits provided by freedom of movement and are generally controlled capped visa 
routes with application fees and time limits. They are intended to supplement not 
replicate existing work and study visa routes.  

 
Trade 
 
The SG would like to see improvement to several areas in order to ease trade frictions, 
including: 

• The SG seeks improved Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications for 
key sectors (such as architecture); 

• We also seek a Mutual Recognition Agreement on Conformity Assessment to 
improve conditions for trade in Goods; 

• The negotiating parties should address the inconsistent application of customs 
processes for traders exporting to the EU; 

• Better use can be made of the existing mechanisms within the TCA for EU-
UK regulatory cooperation; 

• We also seek UK / EU cooperation to improve the international interoperability 
of digital tools and systems to support trade post-Brexit. 

 
We want the UK to join the Pan Euro-Mediterranean Convention, and subsequently to 
seek renegotiation of cumulation provisions within TCA clauses on Rules of Origin, to 
offer more flexibility around trade with third countries. 
 
Environment and marine 
 
The SG seeks for the UKG to engage in discussions on access to waters and 
adjustments to quota shares beyond June 2026, on a reciprocal basis, in bilateral and 
coastal state fora, with close involvement of SG, achieving an outcome which protects 
Scottish interests.  We must avoid unilateral adjustments to quota shares leading to 
overfishing of stocks. 
 
The SG wants to see the UKG open a dialogue on increasing cooperation on 
chemicals regulation, to provide certainty to business that the requirements under the 
UK REACH are compatible with EU processes.  Ultimately, we seek to ensure 
Scotland and the UK enjoy the same levels of health and environmental protections 
as the EU, and to facilitate GB chemicals trade with the EU. 
 
 
 
 



Security and law enforcement 
 
The SG seeks that the UK and EU maintain data protection adequacy.  The deadline 
for EU’s review of UK adequacy decisions is June 2025.  It is vital that adequacy is 
protected, and that UKG does not reduce data protection rights in UK. The new UKG 
data protection bill presents a challenging timeline for that deadline.  

 
With respect to resetting elements of the TCA, we want: 

• Removal of provisions in TCA on warrants requiring review of sentence after 
20 years, so EU member states are less able to refuse Scottish requests; 

• Established mechanisms for UK policy officials and authorities to engage in 
strategic discussions with Europol and Eurojust partners; 

• Arrangements for the transfer of proceedings in response to bars on extradition 
to sufficiently protect the rights of victims and witnesses to participate and be 
protected from harm during domestic proceedings. 

 
UKG already want  pursue a real-time alerts system, akin to SIS2 which we support 
but understand the Commission oppose. UKG should seek to convince the EU to 
agree a form of real-time alerts and warrant transmission.  We also want the UKG to 
pursue a mechanism for prisoner / release condition transfer between the UK and the 
EU, which could help to free up some prison capacity. 

 
We welcome that the EU-UK joint statement on 2 October reaffirmed the parties’ 
mutual commitment to uphold international law and to the European Convention on 
Human Rights. It is vital that UKG is unwavering in its commitment to respecting both 
the ECHR and Human Rights Act 1998. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX B 
INTERNATIONAL CULTURE STRATEGY / 
CREATIVE EUROPE 
 
Lines to take 
 

• The TCA could and should have gone further in protecting UK interests, including 
Scotland’s. Nevertheless, SG remains determined to maximise the returns to 
Scotland from the agreement as it currently stands, and will continue to engage 
positively to try to improve the way the TCA works.  
 

• Scottish creative professionals have consistently identified obstacles to freedom of 
movement as the main problem they face following Brexit. These are severely 
hampering their ability to tour, and perform in EU states. 
 

• The TCA does not contain specific visa-free mobility arrangements relating to 
movement of people that are relevant to the culture and creative sectors.  

 

• SG officials are working closely with UK and EU counterparts to find ways to 
address the shortcomings of the TCA for creative professionals, and to minimise 
the barriers for creative organisations and individuals to collaborate with those 
elsewhere in Europe. We have consistently raised this as part of engagement on 
the specialised committees that oversee the implementation of the TCA, including 
the Specialised Committee on Trade in Services. 

 

• As part of this, we are exploring ways that visa exemptions for creative 
professionals can be put in place. It is our hope that the UK and EU will consider 
adding creative professionals to the list of visa-exempt short-term business 
travellers contained within the UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement.  

 

• We are urging the UK Government to continue to seek exemptions from visa and 
work permit requirements with individual member states in the meantime. 

 

• We are also working closely with our UK and EU counterparts to explore the 
possibility of the UK re-joining the Creative Europe programme through the TCA, 
including raising this through the relevant specialised committees. However, at this 
stage, the UK Government has not expressed any intention to re-join the 
programme.  

 

• The Scottish Government is taking action to mitigate barriers to international 
working in the culture and creative sectors. However, the most viable solution is to 
re-establish close, strong and positive partnerships with the EU and our European 
partners.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
International Culture Strategy 
 

• On 28 March 2024, the Scottish Government published Inspiring Connections: 
Scotland’s International Culture Strategy 2024-30. 

 

• This is the first time that the Scottish Government has set out a strategic approach 
to international cultural activity. While we have supported the sector’s international 
work this new strategy aims to maximise its potential and provide coherence to our 
approach. 

 

• The strategy sets out a policy rationale for why the SG supports international 
cultural activity and outlines a range of activity aimed at supporting the culture 
sector’s international ambitions and ensuring that barriers to achieving those 
ambitions are addressed. 

 

• International engagement is vital to the culture and creative sector. International 
exchange and collaboration supports learning, development and cultural 
innovation, the exchange of ideas and new ways of doing things. 

 

• It can also support organisations’ and practitioners’ economic sustainability 
through access to new markets and development of new audiences. 

 

• The sector’s international activity has been hit hard though in recent years by 
COVID-19, Brexit and increased costs. Our approach aims to ensure that 
international engagement is a key element of sectoral recovery from recent 
challenges and supports its long-term development and resilience.  

 

• It focusses resolutely on sectoral development and the importance of international 
engagement to the ways in which the sector works, both in its business interests 
and in the cultural engagement and exchange of ideas that are fundamental to 
cultural innovation.  

 

• The strategy sets out a vision for the Scottish culture and creative sector to be 
globally connected with the means and opportunities to achieve its international 
ambitions and potential, and contribute to Scotland’s cultural, social, economic and 
environmental wellbeing through its international work. 

 

• We are starting from a strong position. Scotland’s culture and creative sector is 
respected the world over for its creative output, but also for the approaches, 
business models and ideas that are inherent within the sector. 

 

• The strategy also considers the wider context in which it will be delivered. Climate 
change is a key challenge that the sector is responding to and will shape the 
delivery of the strategy. How we respond as a nation to our historic role in 
colonialism and slavery is also at the heart of our approach. 

 
 
 



 
Vision and outcomes 
 

• Our vision is for the Scottish culture and creative sector to be globally connected 
with the means and opportunities to achieve its international ambitions and 
potential, and contribute to Scotland’s cultural, social, economic and environmental 
wellbeing through its international work. 

 

• Our vision and strategic aims will be underpinned by working towards the following 
outcomes: 

 
o An innovative, more sustainable and economically stronger culture and 

creative sector. 
o An internationally connected and diverse culture and creative sector that 

contributes positively to people and communities. 
o An enhanced international reputation for culture and creativity including 

Scotland’s response to global challenges. 
 
Creative Europe 
 
Background  
 

• The Creative Europe Programme is the European Union’s principal funding 
programme in support of the European culture and creative sector, including the 
screen sector.  

 

• It supports a wide range of activity but at its heart is a commitment to the importance 
of international cultural collaboration and the many positive impacts that it can 
achieve. Its budget in its current seven-year cycle is €2.44 billion.  

 

• Scottish organisations were prominent and valued participants in many Creative 
Europe projects and proportionately were very well-represented in work supported 
by the programme. This success brought important funding to these organisations, 
but most important were the connections that it supported them to make and the 
learning, development and innovation achieved through them.  

 

• The UK Government’s decision not to seek to negotiate ongoing participation in 
Creative Europe has left a significant gap that cannot be filled by domestic 
programmes. The transnational framework through which the programme is 
delivered is vital to its success, ensuring that decisions are taken outside of the 
considerations of national organisations and keeping the focus only on the 
importance and value of cultural collaboration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Benefits of Creative Europe 
 

• A report into the value of Creative Europe in the UK published in 2018 highlighted 
both the financial and non-financial impacts of the programme. It found that funding 
had boosted job creation, output and exports, and led to additional investment being 
secured. Key headlines included: 

 
o Economic impact: Evidence suggests that Creative Europe stimulates 

additional investment, attracts additional overseas investment into the UK, 
creates new funding partnerships and offers high levels of additionality. 

o Internationalisation: Evidence suggests that involvement with Creative 
Europe creates new partnerships and access to markets. This has created 
new opportunities to access funding, the sharing of skills and knowledge, 
increasing audience reach, and completion of projects. 

o Innovation and skills: Evidence suggests that involvement with Creative 
Europe can lead to innovation through increasing skills of beneficiaries, 
fostering the creation of new creative content. 

o Audiences and cultural impact: Evidence suggests that Creative Europe 
increases audiences for the UK’s cultural exports, as well as helping improve 
the diversity of the cultural offer for the UK audiences. 

o Prosperity/influence: For example, the European Capitals of Culture scheme, 
which is part of Creative Europe, has raised profile of cities, changed 
perceptions of them internationally and locally and created new jobs with a 
broad range of economic spill over effects, contributing towards the UK’s 
cultural relations. 

 

• The programme’s focus on international cultural collaboration across all the diverse 
elements of the sector and the transnational framework through which it delivers 
support are key elements in its success. It is one of the only programmes delivered 
outwith national institutions, allowing it to focus on the importance of transnational 
cultural connections. As such, it allows organisations to develop international 
connections and networks in support of their work. And it also enabled innovation, 
research and development, supporting organisations to take risks and explore 
opportunities that otherwise would not have been open to them.  

 
Funding 
 

• While the UK was participating in Creative Europe, Creative Scotland hosted the 
Creative Europe Desk for Scotland. They have confirmed that, since the start of the 
Creative Europe programme, 41 Scottish organisations were involved in 60 projects 
receiving Creative Europe support. This was worth around €20 million.  
 

• Between 2014 and 2019, Creative Europe invested €203 million to support 609 
projects involving UK companies and organisations. €68 million of this was directly 
received by these UK-based beneficiaries. 

 

• A further €32 million supported the release of 196 UK films via 240 European 
distributors from 2014-2019. 

 



• Creative Europe grants leverage additional funding. UK organisations in Culture 
projects have more than doubled their Creative Europe grants, generating over €20 
million in match-funding, while MEDIA beneficiaries in the UK leveraged match-
funding worth nearly €120m. 

 
EU Negotiations 
 

• During negotiations between the UK and EU prior to the end of the EU transition 
period, the Scottish Government strongly urged the UK Government to continue 
participation in the Creative Europe as a third-country. 

 

• There is a clear precedent for doing so as a number of non-EU countries participate, 
including Norway. 

 

• However, in their analysis of the programme prior to EU exit, DCMS found that the 
programme provided good value for money, and recommended that the UK 
continue participation. The UK Government chose not to do so.  

 
Financial Considerations  
 

• Participation as a third-country would require the UK to provide a direct financial 
contribution to the programme’s budget. 

  

• It is not possible to provide an exact cost for the UK’s participation in Creative 
Europe as a third country due to the fact that budgets fluctuate.  

 

• However, Norway’s contribution as a non-EU country participating in the 
programme has previously been calculated at a ratio associated with their GDP vs 
EU GDP.  

 
Mobility 
 

• The ability to tour internationally is vital to many creative professionals in terms of 
reaching new audiences, generating income, collaborating and building vital 
networks across borders, and showcasing Scotland’s creative sectors 
internationally.  
 

• The EU remains one of the key markets for international activity in much of the 
sector, and barriers to the mobility of creative professionals between the UK and 
EU is one of the most significant concerns raised by the sector.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ANNEX C 
INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
Scotland’s International Education Strategy  
 
Top Lines: 

• The Scottish Government fulfilled a Programme for Government commitment by 
publishing its first International Education Strategy (IES) on 7 February 2024, 
setting out how we will work with partners to promote Scotland’s education offer 
globally, including how we will maintain our links with the EU. 

• The IES is focused on three key themes:  attracting and diversifying the 
international student population; maximising the economic benefits of international 
higher education; and promoting Scotland’s as a world leader in research and 
knowledge exchange.  

 
Current status/Updates 

• SG officials continue to work collaboratively with the sector to implement the 
actions set out against the aims of the IES. 

• Key achievements to date include:  
o Scotland’s Migration Service that is focusing on international students launched 

on the 19th of November. 
o the delivery of 20 projects through the Scottish Education Exchange 

Programme Test and learn pilot in 2023-24; and the roll-out of Year 2 of the 
programme with 36 university and college- led projects underway in 2024-25; 

o working with Connected Scotland to host events to promote Scotland to 
prospective international students, staff, and researchers and international 
government officials including the European Association for International 
Education event in September 2024 in Toulouse, where 9 Scottish universities 
in attendance showcased what Scotland has to offer and Connected Scotland 
supported the universities in making potential new partnerships;   

o engagement with partners to maximise our participation in Horizon Europe, 
including the Horizon Europe Roadshow in Glasgow in June 2024.   

o Redevelopment of the study content of Scotland.org website is underway while 
media partnerships with major study websites went live from w/c 9th December. 

• Following the publication of the IES in February 2024, a Ministerial led Governance 
Group was established to provide oversight and direction to the implementation of the 
IES and to collaboratively drive forward its commitments. This group met for the first 
time in June 2024 and have met four times to date, the latest meeting was on 22 
January 2025. 

• The role of the Governance Group, is to: 
o provide strategic oversight and guidance to the Implementation Group to 

ensure that the aims and objectives of the IES are met; 
o recommend and endorse approaches identified in the Implementation Plan and 

support its development and implementation; and  
o identify links and partnerships that would support the delivery of the IES 

commitment to maximise the economic benefits of international higher 
education; and provide recommendations to the Minister as appropriate. 

 
 



Q: What is the Scottish Government doing to attract international students to 
Scotland’s colleges and universities and to retain them post-qualifying? 

• Scotland’s first International Education Strategy, published in February last 
year, highlighted the positive impact that international students make to our 
universities, colleges, communities, and economy.  

• Recognising this, in 24/25, we worked collaboratively with universities and 
colleges to enhance our approach to promoting Scotland as a study destination.  

•  We continue to engage with partners through our International Education 
Strategy Governance Group, to agree our international higher education 
priorities for 25/26.  

• This will include supporting employers to navigate the immigration system, 
making it easier to tap into the pool of talent that our international graduates 
offer.  

 
International Students 
 
Top Lines: 

• Scotland is an outward looking country with an international focus. 

• Scotland welcomes international students and recognises the important and 
valuable contribution they make to the Scottish economy, our educational 
environment and Scottish society.   

• International students add to the diversity of our communities, enrich the learning 
experience, and support local businesses and jobs. 

• Scottish Government’s priority is to become more active internationally, fostering 
good global connections by promoting educational and research exchange to raise 
the profile of Scotland as a place to live, work and study. 

• We remain committed to strengthening our institution’s international links by 
supporting the attraction of international students and staff, as set out in Scotland’s 
International Education Strategy. 

• We will continue to work with our colleges and universities to promote Scotland's 
education offer globally and attract a diversity of students to our institutions. 

• Scottish universities are autonomous and therefore independently responsible for 
managing their own entry procedures, numbers of students and fee arrangements. 

• Scotland’s universities are autonomous institutions and as such they are 
responsible for their own entry requirements and admissions policies but should 
consider their long-term stability by actively diversifying their international student 
intake. The Scottish Government does not intervene in internal institutional 
matters. 

• Official Statistics covering 2022-23 show record numbers of non-EU international 
students (70,840), and we welcome that these numbers are diversifying with 
noticeable increases in those from India and Nigeria.  

• HESA will publish the 2023-24 data in the Spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Key Facts and Figures – Profile of International Students at HEIs 

• At Scottish Universities, we have a net uplift in all International Students in 2022/23 
of 2% (+8% for non-EU and -23% for EU). 

• In 2022/23, there were 12,130 EU students at Scottish HEIs.  This includes around 
3,905 students on postgraduate programmes and  9,230 students on 
undergraduate programmes. 

• In 2022/23, there were 70,840 Non- EU students at Scottish HEIs.  This includes 
49,670 students on postgraduate programmes and 21,170 students on 
undergraduate programmes. 

• In 2022/23, EU student enrolments made up 4.5% of all enrolments at Scottish 
HEIs  

• In 2022/23, non-EU internationals made up 24.2% of all enrolments at Scottish 
HEIs. 

• Scotland has the highest percentage (28.7%) of international and EU students of 
any of the four UK nations.  

• In 2022/23, a record breaking 84,000 students from over 180 different countries, 
were studying at Scottish universities, and international students made up a quarter 
of the total student population.  

• This compares to a UK-wide figure of 24% (Scotland 28.7%, England 26%, Wales 
18.6% and Northern Ireland 24%). 

• UCAS Acceptances Statistics - 2023 Cycle show 880  EU students were accepted 
to Scottish providers. This is a drop of 81% since 2016 (from 4,645 to 880). 

• UCAS Acceptances Statistics - 2023 Cycle show 4,785 Non-EU International 
students were accepted to Scottish providers. This is an decrease of 7% since 
2021 (from 5,155 to 4,785).  

   
Scottish Education Exchange Programme 
 
Top Lines: 

• The Scottish Government is committed to addressing one of the most damaging 
consequences of Brexit for our colleges and universities – the fact that UK students 
can no longer take part in the Erasmus+ Programme.   

• The UK Government replacement – the Turing Scheme – is much less effective.  It 
helps fewer students, it does not help staff at all, and it does not enable overseas 
students to come to Scotland. 

• We are working with the UK Government and stakeholders on the shortfalls of the 
Turing Scheme and ways to address those. 

• The Scottish Government have funded a test and learn project to re-establish some 
of the opportunities Erasmus+ provided, which the Turing Scheme does not.  

• The test and learn project was  developed with partners and demonstrates the value 
we continue to place on enabling young people and staff to study and live abroad. 

• The test and learn project won’t be able deliver the full benefits of the Erasmus+ 
programme – it’s currently much smaller in scale – but will support student and staff 
exchanges and help develop stronger partnerships between educational institutions. 

• We will use the learning from the test and learn pilot to develop the exchange 
programme going forward. 



• We will prioritise placements for disadvantaged groups and further demonstrate our 
commitment to EU and global partnerships with schools, colleges, and universities. 

 
Background 
 
The test and learn project maps to the IES’s ambitions and key actions and is 
underpinned by the following three broad principles: 

• broadly maintain the Erasmus+ approach, 
• aim to address key gaps between Turing and Erasmus+, in particular, to 

encourage the development of partnerships between institutions that could 
enable staff and inward exchanges (funded by the reciprocal countries), and; 

• align outcomes of the project with Scottish Government education and 
skills priorities including supporting disadvantaged groups and delivering a 
skilled workforce to meet new market opportunities. 

 
Erasmus+ Programme 
 
Top Lines: 

• The UK Government decided not to participate in Erasmus+. It is disappointing that 
the UK Government’s decision not to associate to Erasmus+ currently prevents 
Scotland from participating fully in its own right.  

• The programme had a major impact in Scotland, with proportionally more students 
from Scotland taking part in Erasmus than from any other country in the UK, and 
proportionally more EU students came to Scotland on Erasmus than to anywhere 
else in the UK. 

 
Incoming Erasmus students to Scottish HEIs by domicile 
 

 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 

Total 2,035 2,920 3,040 2,935 2,755 

France 440 600 645 610 585 

Germany 400 550 550 505 510 

Spain 260 380 425 390 360 

Netherlands 140 230 210 240 245 

Italy 125 205 220 210 220 

Sweden 100 140 150 115 115 

Denmark 70 105 95 100 100 

Norway 35 65 80 55 70 

Belgium 60 80 80 85 65 

Finland 70 110 85 110 65 

Austria 75 80 90 95 60 

Switzerland 25 30 45 45 45 

Czech 
Republic 

25 60 55 35 45 

USA 25 40 20 35 25 

Ireland 10 20 10 20 25 

Others 160 205 260 260 220 

 



Key Figures – Erasmus+  

• Between 2014 and 2020 over 141 million Euros in funding was awarded to over 
1,000 Scottish projects, enabling over 14,000 participants from across Scotland to 
take part in an Erasmus exchange.  

• In 2019, Scottish organisations secured just over 27 million Euros in funding from 
Erasmus.  

• Over 2200 university students from Scotland went on an Erasmus exchange every 
year.  The highest number of outgoing HE students from Scotland was in 2017/18 
(2,705 students). 

• More than 200 HE staff from Scotland went on an Erasmus exchange ever year.  
The highest number of outgoing HE staff from Scotland was in 2018/19 (531 staff). 

• Over 40% of Erasmus funding secured by Scottish projects between 2014 and 
2020 went to sectors other than the higher education sector.  

• Since 2014, over 13,000 EU students have come to study in Scotland with 
Erasmus. 

• In the 2019/20 academic year, HESA data shows us that France (585), Germany 
(510) and Spain (360) were the top three EU countries sending students to Scottish 
Universities via Erasmus+. 

• More generally, Ireland and Germany have the largest student groups (Irish 2,275 
and German 1,925) studying at Scottish HEIs (2021/22) from across the EU.  This 
was followed by French students (1,560) and Spain students (1,550). 

• Erasmus+ funding for 2021/2027 is €28 billion. 

 
UK Government Turing Scheme 
 
Top Lines: 

• The UK Government has launched the Turing Scheme as a replacement for the 
Erasmus+ programme.  

• The Turing Scheme does not match the breadth and scope of Erasmus+. It offers 
no provision for inward mobility to the UK, nor does it offer any provision for staff 
inward or outward mobility. 

• We will continue to engage with the UK Government to make Turing better reflect 
the needs of Scotland. 

 

Key Figures – Turing Scheme   

• The Turing Scheme received funding of £110 million per year for 2021/2022, 
2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025.   

• Scotland secured approximately £8.3 million (8.3% of the UK’s total share) for 29 
projects for 2021/22 under Turing, while Erasmus+ grants in 2020 funded Scottish 
organisations at £22.7 million (13.1% of the UK’s total share) for 109 projects.  

• In 2022/2023 Turing allocation, Scotland secured approximately £9m (8.5% of the 
UK’s total share) for 30 projects.  

• In 2023/2024 Turing allocation, Scotland secured approximately £8.9m (8.3% of 
the UK’s total share) for 41 projects. 

• In 2024/2025 Turing allocation, Scotland secured approximately £6.9m (6.7% of 
the UK’s total share) for 47 projects. 

 
 
 



Welsh ‘Taith’ Programme 
 
Top Lines: 
 

• The Welsh Government launched their own bespoke replacement to Erasmus+ 
named Taith (journey) in the Spring of 2022.  

• It is funded at £65 million over 5 years, and will provide inward and outward mobility 
support for every education sector in Wales (excluding Sport), for both staff and 
students. 

• Taith is not a replacement for the Turing Scheme. Welsh institutions can continue 
to participate in the Turing Scheme.   

• Mobilities will be European and global, and will complement WG’s ‘Global Wales’ 
campaign.  

                                                                             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX D 
BREXIT FMQ 
 
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF BREXIT  
Brexit has caused major economic harm to Scotland.  

• The previous UK Government’s hard Brexit has hit Scotland’s trade, held back 
investment, increased prices and contributed to recruitment challenges. 

• Replacing membership of the EU Single Market and Customs Union with the Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) has increased trade frictions for Scotland’s 
businesses.  

• Modelling by the National Institute for Economic and Social Research estimates a 
2.5% hit to GDP due to Brexit in 2023, which increases to 5.7% by 2035. In 
Scotland, this equates to a cut in public revenues – across national, devolved, and 
local governments – of around £2.3bn in 2023. 

• The UK fiscal watchdog, the OBR, expect the TCA to reduce long-run productivity 
by 4% relative to staying in the EU, due to non-tariff barriers on UK-EU trade. 

 
Brexit red tape has hit Scotland’s trade with our largest international export 
market, the EU 

• UK trade in goods has underperformed other G7 countries relative to pre-pandemic 
levels. By the end of 2023, there was a 10 per cent fall in goods trade from 2019 
levels, compared to an average 5 per cent rise for other G7 countries by the third 
quarter of 2023 (OBR 2024).  

• Research from the London School of Economics finds that because of the 
enactment of the post-Brexit trade deal in 2021, exports of UK goods to the EU fell 
by 13%, with a 30% fall for small firms.  

• Researchers from Aston University estimate that in 2023, exports of UK goods to 
the EU were 17% lower and imports of goods from the EU were 23% lower because 
of Brexit.  

• The former UK Minister of State at the Cabinet Office, Baroness Lucy Neville-Rolfe, 
acknowledged that post-Brexit border checks introduced in April 2024 will cost 
£330 million each year to UK businesses and add 0.2 percentage points to inflation 
over three years.  

• Data from Business Insights and Conditions Survey shows in the two weeks to 3 
November 2024, of all Scottish businesses trading with the EU, 44% of exporters 
and 51% of importers have reported increased costs due to Brexit.  
 

Scotland is losing out on billions of pounds in EU funding due to Brexit. 

• Research by UK in a Changing Europe suggests that so far the UK has potentially 
lost out on over £44bn in public investment because of the gap between funding 
from the UK national investment banks versus what potentially would have been 
spent by the European Investment Bank as part of the EU. 

• Scottish rural communities have lost access to the Common Agricultural Policy, 
and the UK Government’s proposed rural funding provides insufficient budget to 
replace EU funding levels lost to Scotland. 
 
 
 



The previous UK Government’s hard Brexit has disrupted supply chains, 
created new barriers to trade, and driven up food prices. 

• Research by the LSE Centre of Economic Performance suggests UK households 
have paid £7bn to cover the cost of post-Brexit trade barriers on food imports from 
the EU. 

• This has pushed up average household food costs by £250 since December 2019, 
and disproportionately impacts low income households who spend a greater 
proportion of their income on food. 

• Many Scottish food industries are also suffering from lower volume of exports to 
the EU including a 52% fall in fruit and vegetable exports in the year ending 
September 2024, compared to the equivalent period in 2020. 

• An SPS/veterinary agreement could have significant benefits for key Scottish 
products, as well as reducing barriers to trade with the EU – our largest 
international export market. 

 
Public opinion has been consistently clear: Brexit was a mistake.   

• On June 23 2016, people in Scotland voted to remain within the European Union 
by a margin of 24%: 62% for remain and 38% for leave.   

• According to a YouGov poll in October 2024, almost six in 10 Britons (59%) think 
Brexit has gone fairly or very badly, with just 12% believing it has gone well. 

• Polls consistently show Scots are overwhelmingly in favour of being in the EU – 
polling data from October 2023 shows those in Scotland who think Britain was 
wrong to leave the EU outnumber those who think it was right to by three to one 
(68% said Britain was wrong to leave; 22% right to leave; 10% didn’t know) 
(YouGov for Scottish Election Study, fieldwork 20-25 October 2023).  
  

Re-joining the EU at the earliest opportunity as an independent country 
represents the best future for Scotland. Meanwhile, we remain committed to 
aligning with EU laws and standards where we can.  

• Our policy has not changed. The Scottish Government is committed to the policy 
statement approved by a vote of parliament in June 2022 and will continue to seek 
alignment with the EU where it is possible and meaningful to do so.   

• We remain focused on maintaining and advancing the world-class standards we 
share with the EU: for example, our regulations on single use plastics, and on 
improving drinking water quality to WHO health-based standards.  

• There has always been a necessary degree of flexibility in how we remain aligned 
with the EU. Because Scotland is not currently a Member State there will be 
occasions where EU policy is simply not applicable in Scotland; or where the UK 
Government is intent on divergence against the wishes of the with Devolved 
Governments. Or where EU regulations will make sense for businesses inside the 
single market but might not apply effectively for those outside.   

• The latest annual reports on the use of Continuity Act powers and the wider policy 
of EU alignment were laid in Parliament at the end of October 2024 providing 
transparency on the Scottish Government’s approach to the policy.  

• Independent research, commissioned by the Scottish Parliament and published in 
January 2024, has supported this reporting and confirmed that: “Overall there has 
not been significant divergence between Scots Law and EU Law in areas that are 
in the scope of the alignment commitment”.   



• Further independent research on EU alignment was published by Parliament in 
September 2024 and highlighted the Scottish Governments commitment to 
increase the volume and detail of the information it was providing to the Scottish 
Parliament on the matter.   

• The Scottish Government is doing what it can to mitigate the damage of a Brexit 
Scotland didn’t vote for, minimise divergence with the EU, and ease Scotland’s 
eventual return.  

• While we support attempts to re-build closer relations with the EU – and this is now 
urgently required, as the UKG is attempting to do with its “reset” – no relationship 
can replicate the benefits Scotland would enjoy as a full member state of the EU. 

 
UK/EU MOBILITY 
The Scottish Government supports the negotiation of a deep and generous 
mobility agreement with the EU at the earliest opportunity.   

• Short of that, specific action on business and youth mobility will be critical to reduce 
the harmful impact that Brexit has had on key sectors of the economy, and for 
young people. 

• The Scottish Government seeks improvements to business mobility, including 
expansion of existing TCA mobility provisions which provide visa exemptions for 
specific short-term activities, and greater transparency of existing provisions on 
entry and temporary stay.   

• Current provisions are very narrow in scope and should be expanded to provide 
opportunities for professionals in more sectors, including creative professionals. 

• Negotiation of a youth mobility visa agreement with the EU would provide vital 
opportunities for young people in UK and EU.  

• Youth mobility visa agreements are a standard part of the UK immigration system 
and the UK already has such agreements in place with a number of countries.  

• These visa schemes are more restricted than the benefits provided by freedom of 
movement and are generally controlled capped visa routes with application fees 
and time limits. They are intended to supplement not replicate existing work and 
study visa routes.  
 

EU PROGRAMME PARTICIPATION 
Participation in EU Programmes brought many and varied opportunities to 
Scotland. The 7-year programme cycle is due to end in 2027, providing an 
important opportunity for renegotiation.  

• As set out in our Programme for Government, we wish the UK Government to seek 
access to the Erasmus+ and Creative Europe programmes, and we will continue 
to advocate for this.  

• Erasmus+ had a major positive impact in Scotland, with proportionally more 
students from Scotland taking part in Erasmus than from any other country in the 
UK, and proportionally more EU students came to Scotland on Erasmus than to 
anywhere else in the UK. 

• The UK Government’s replacement Turing Scheme fails to match the breadth and 
scope of Erasmus+. 

• We are taking action in the meantime funding a test-and-learn project in order to 
re-establish some of the opportunities Erasmus+ provided, which the Turing 
Scheme does not. 



• Creative Europe has been vital, both as a source of revenue, and in facilitating 
cross-border cultural collaboration for cultural and creative sectors in Scotland. 

• The lack of any alternative to the elements of Creative Europe that support cultural 
exchange and collaboration risk having a negative impact on the ability of the 
sector to work and build relationships internationally. 

• Scotland has participated in European Cooperation Programmes for more than 20 
years, and we continue to call on the UK Government to allocate essential funds 
for continued participation.  

• In the past projects have contributed to key Scottish Government policy priorities 
ranging from supporting people with Alzheimer’s living in rural areas, to enabling 
businesses to develop innovative solutions in renewable energy. 

 
SPS/VETERINARY AGREEMENT 
The Scottish Government has repeatedly called for the UK Government to 
negotiate a comprehensive SPS and Veterinary Agreement with the EU  

• An SPS/veterinary agreement could remove the need for many of the post-Brexit 
checks on goods entering GB from the EU, reducing trade barriers to the benefit 
of Scotland’s businesses and consumers.  

• One study – by Aston University – estimates that an agreement could increase UK 
agrifood exports to the EU by 22.5%. 

• It is our view that any such agreement should be comprehensive, broad and deep. 
This could offer the most benefit for Scotland – supporting high biosecurity 
standards, protecting consumers & businesses and supporting our economy 

• As sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) matters – like agriculture, food safety and 
biosecurity – are a devolved competence, it is vital that we work with the UK and 
other Devolved Governments to negotiate as comprehensive and deep an 
agreement as possible to deliver the best results for Scotland.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
 

Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 

and Culture 

Angus Robertson MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 

Terry Reintke MEP 
By email: [redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 
 
 

 

___ 
 
     
10 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Terry, 
 
Thank you for welcoming me in Brussels once again, during my visit last month. I am ever 
grateful for the meaningful connections that we still enjoy with the European Parliament, for 
which we have Friends of Scotland MEPs such as yourself to thank. 
 
I found it invaluable to hear your perspectives on the timely domestic and international 
issues we discussed. Your observations on the need for a more united response to our 
shared challenges reflect the Scottish Government's belief in a collective and collaborative 
Europe. 
 
Finally, I welcomed your suggestion of a welcome event for new Friends of Scotland 
members. My team in Brussels will give this their full consideration.  
 
I look forward to engaging again with you soon to continue these fruitful discussions. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 

ANGUS ROBERTSON 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
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 

Ambassador Carsten Grønbech-Jensen  
Permanent Representation of Denmark to the 
European Union 
 
By email: [redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

 

___ 
    
10 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Ambassador, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to meet with me again during my visit to Brussels last month. I 
was pleased that you could also again join our Burns Supper event and hope you enjoyed 
celebrating some of Scotland's time-honoured traditions. 
 
I found our discussion on energy issues particularly interesting as this represents a key 
priority for the Scottish Government. Scotland shares Denmark's ambition of playing an 
active role in Europe's energy transition.   
 
I was also grateful to hear from you about the priorities for Denmark's upcoming Presidency 
of the Council of the EU. I would like to reiterate that the Scottish Government stands ready 
to support your efforts in the coming months, in any way we can. 
 
I note also your kind offer of support with Commission engagement on energy. I know our 
teams in Brussels have been in touch on this by way of follow up.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 

 
ANGUS ROBERTSON 
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 

Sandro Gozi MEP, Klara Dobrev MEP  
By email: 
[redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 
 

 

___ 
 
10 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Sandro, Klara, 
 
Thank you for meeting with me on the occasion of my visit to Brussels last month. I thought 
our session was extremely useful.  
 
I found our discussion on the upcoming PPA meeting on 17-18 March particularly interesting, 
especially your insights into the key topics of interest to the EU and potential areas for closer 
cooperation, including possible quick wins.  
 
Your observations on the value of strengthening the Scottish Parliament's participation in the 
PPA were extremely valuable. I was also interested to hear your thoughts on forging greater 
EU and UK collaboration more broadly, especially in relation to EU programmes such as 
Creative Europe. 
 
I look forward to engaging again with you both soon to continue these fruitful discussions. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANGUS ROBERTSON 
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 

Minister Caroline Gennez 
Government of Flanders 
By email: [redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 
 

 

__ 
 
10 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Caroline, 
 
I am writing to thank you for our meeting on the occasion of my visit to Brussels last month.  
 
I was fascinated and inspired by your perspective on the sometimes unrecognised societal 
benefits of culture and sport. I was pleased to learn of your interest in Scotland’s work in 
ability arts. Inclusion is a priority we both share, and I look forward to exchanging 
perspectives and best practices as we continue to embed this further into our work.  
 
I was also delighted to hear about Flanders’ ambitions to establish a UNESCO Category 2 
Centre and your commitment to safeguarding your cultural heritage in all its aspects. I look 
forward to following your progress on this important work in the years to come. 
 
More generally the relationship between Flanders and Scotland is strong and long-standing, 
and the work across a number of fronts under our Memorandum of Understanding is helping 
drive this forward. 
  
Thank you again for taking the time to meet with me and I hope to build upon this in the near 
future. 
  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

 
ANGUS ROBERTSON 
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 

Ms Valerie Bouillon-Delporte 
Ms Mirela Atanasiu 
Clean Hydrogen Partnership 
 
 
By email:           
[redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

 

___ 
   
10 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Valerie, Mirela, 
 
I am writing to thank you for our meeting on the occasion of my visit to Brussels last month. It 
was pleasure to meet you both. 
 
I was very interested to learn more about the work of the Clean Hydrogen Partnership and 
the programme's role in funding some notable projects, including in Scotland. I was also 
grateful to hear your supportive comments on Aberdeen's potential hydrogen valley 
proposal. By working cooperatively, there is great scope for Scotland and Europe to deliver 
substantial mutual benefits in this area.  
 
I look forward to engaging again with you soon to continue these fruitful discussions. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANGUS ROBERTSON 
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 

Noël Magis  
Screen Brussels 
By email: [redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

 

___ 
 
10 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Noël, 
 
I am writing to thank you for taking the time to meet with me during my visit to Brussels last 
month. 
 
I found it invigorating to discuss our respective screen sectors, especially given the 
outstanding successes you and your team have achieved in promoting Brussels as a leading 
destination for film and television production. 
 
I found your presentation on Brussels’ international collaboration projects very interesting. It 
is clear that cooperating across regional and national boundaries can bring tremendous 
benefits to everyone involved and I hope that this is something we can help to develop more 
of between our territories.   
 
I am pleased to hear that you already have a positive working relationship with your 
counterpart in Screen Scotland, Isabel Davis. If there is anything further than I or my teams 
in Brussels or Scotland can do to further support this collaboration, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

ANGUS ROBERTSON 
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 

Nela Riehl MEP 
[redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information] 

 

___ 
 
     
11 March 2025 
 
 
Dear Nela, 
 
Thank you for meeting with me on the occasion of my visit to Brussels last month. It was a 
pleasure to meet you. 
 
The relationship we have built with your Committee over the past years is something I value 
greatly and I look forward to what lies ahead under your leadership.  
 
I was delighted at your interest in joining the Friends of Scotland group. Having liked-minded 
members by our side is a real asset and both the Scottish Government and the group’s 
membership would benefit greatly from your insights and contributions. I know my 
colleagues in Brussels have been in touch with details on joining. 
 
Finally, it would be a pleasure to welcome you and your team in Scotland in the near future.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

ANGUS ROBERTSON 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 5 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Nick Leake, EU Deputy Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EU 
Directorate Head of Engagement 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Terry Reintke MEP (TR) 

Key Points  • A very warm meeting with the Chair of the Friends of 
Scotland group in the European Parliament, TR was pleased 
to welcome AR back to Brussels. 

• TR gave an overview of the current landscape in German 
politics. 

• AR gave update on the recent Inter-Ministerial Group on EU-
UK Relations meeting, highlighting that there are a number 
of shared priorities between the Devolved Governments 
here.  

• AR raised the Friends of Scotland group; TR is one of the 
co-chairs; TR thinks an event to welcome new members 
would be well received by MEPs in the group. 

Action points • EU Directorate to consider when to organise a Friends of 
Scotland event for new and existing members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE   

2 
 

 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Event 

Date 5 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, EU Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EU 
Directorate Events Manager 

Who 30 Burns Supper guests 

Key Points  • AR hosted 30 guests from the Brussels EU/diplomatic quarter – 
including MEPs, Permanent Representatives to the EU and 
senior European Commission officials – at a Burns Supper event 
in the UK Ambassadorial Residence in Brussels. 

• The event featured performances of Burns’ work by young artists 
from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. 

• AR’s provided an immortal memory speech describing the 
enduring cultural significance of Robert Burns and the relevance 
of his work to modern social issues. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Event 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, EU Director (MJ) 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information], EU 
Directorate Head of Justice & Home Affairs 

Who 10 guests at a Global Scots breakfast event, including members 
of GS programme and other Scottish Brussels-based professionals. 

Key Points  • MJ welcomed guests, and asked Cab Sec to give some 
opening remarks. AR set out his commitment to engagement 
with Global Scots and opened the breakfast with prompts 
around EU-UK reset, Global Scots and maintaining our 
networks via Scottish Connections. 

• On the diaspora, attendees drew comparisons with the Irish 
and other smaller EU member states, noting the benefit we 
all gain from efforts to build and maintain contact networks in 
Brussels.  

• Guests raised the forthcoming dialogue between EU and UK, 
agreeing that Scotland’s voice should be heard and there 
were clear asks around the UK joining the Emissions Trading 
System and Erasmus. AR noted a raft of very different 
political parties and the EU were suggesting the same 
things, which was an indication of what was needed. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, SG EU Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]SG 
EU Directorate Head of Trade/Investment 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Carsten Gronbech-Jensen, Danish Permanent Representative to 
the EU (CGJ) 

Key Points  • CGJ offered reflections on perceptions in Denmark and EU 
on new UK Government. 

• AR asked CGJ about plans for Denmark’s upcoming 
Presidency of the EU. CGJ described the priorities Denmark 
will pursue. 

• The Danish Permanent Representative suggested the 
Cabinet Secretary should meet the Danish Commissioner, 
Dan Joergenson, who leads on Energy. 

Action points • Contact Danish Perm Rep to explore introduction to 
Commissioner Joergenson. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, SG EU Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EU 
Directorate Head of Engagement 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Sandro Gozi MEP (SG) and Klara Dobrev MEP (KD), Chair and 
Vice-chair of European Parliament Delegation to the UK 

Key Points  • AR, SG, KD discussed the date of the next PPA meeting (March 
17-18). 

• AR: Scottish Government wants to be helpful in EU-UK talks.  

• SG: EU and UK need to look at what is possible: need full 
implementation of TCA agreement; fisheries are of key interest 
on EU side. 

• The lack of Scottish representation on the UK side of the PPA 
was noted, MEPs outlined that the dialogue between Scotland 
and the EU would need to continue. 

• Across the participants it was agreed that Brexit has had a 
negative impact on fish trade. 

• It was noted that the UK joining Creative Europe could be a 
positive step and potentially easier than joining other 
programmes. 

• Agenda for PPA will be: culture, economic growth. 

• AR suggested that the PPA could meet outside of London – but 
this is for the UK side to agree. 

Action points • EU Directorate and EU Secretariat to liaise with PPA secretariat 
on agenda and briefing CEEAC members ahead of PPA 
meeting. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, EU Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EU 
Directorate Head of Engagement 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Nela Riehl MEP, Chair of European Parliament Culture and 
Education Committee (NR) 

Key Points  • First time meeting with the new Chair of the Culture Committee, 
she is a new MEP from Hamburg. Discussion on NR and her 
team’s links with UK.  

• NR has previously visited Holyrood.  

• NR would be pleased to join the Friends of Scotland group. 

• AR and NR discussed Creative Europe within EU Multiannual 
Financial Framework. 

• Both discussed the importance of inclusion and diversity in 
culture. 

• NR is the shadow rapporteur on the TCA and Culture. 

• AR extended an invitation to NR and her assistant to visit 
Scotland. 

Action points • EUD to send NR’s team invitation to the Burns concert (this was 
done). 

• EUD to send NR details on joining the Friends of Scotland 
group. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, EU Directorate 
Nick Leake, EU Deputy Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Lindsay Appleby, UK Ambassador to the EU (LA) 

Key Points  • AR said that UKG had changed its tone with EU, but with the 
new Commission in place the content needed to change too 

• AR added that at Intern-Ministerial Group meetings all DG 
representatives wanted substantially the same things from a 
better UK/EU relationship. 

• LA noted that UK Minister Nick Thomas-Symonds was 
committed to including DGs and understood devolution.  

• [107 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - International 
Relations]LA and AR discussed likely EU response to US 
tariffs. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Nick Leake, EU Deputy Director 
Scarlett Butler, EU Directorate Head of Engagement 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Caroline Gennez, Flemish Culture Minister (CG) 

Key Points  • AR underlined the similarities between Flanders and Scotland in 
terms of the different levels of government.  

• AR: “Culture collective” is funded by the Scottish Government  

• AR described his goal for a more strategic approach to festival 
promotion, giving examples of transport and logistical issues 
limiting accessibility. 

• CG mentioned that Scotland is a pioneer in “ability arts” and that 
culture and sport can play a role in de-medicalising mental 
health.  

• Belgium has applied [16 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations]AR highlighted that things are more 
complicated for cultural sector in Scotland after Brexit. 

Action points • EUD to work with colleagues working on cultural policy to send 
over information on Scotland’s actions in “ability arts” to Minister 
Gennez’s office. 

• EUD to send information to Minister Gennez’s office on Culture 
Collective.  

• SG to consider support to Flanders in [9 words redacted: 
section 32(1)(ii) - International Relations] 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Nick Leake, EU Deputy Director  
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Funding and Policy Manager, Scotland Europa 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Valerie Bouillon-Delporte, EU Clean Hydrogen Partnership 
(VBD) 

Key Points  • AR outlined Scotland’s vision and ambition for the production 
of green hydrogen, and the export of hydrogen to European 
countries such as Germany.  

• In particular, he highlighted Scotland’s natural resources, 
geographical proximity with Europe and outlined a vision for 
the northern European countries, around the North Sea and 
beyond, to provide green, secure energy for Europe. AR 
invited VBD to consider Scotland when discussing import 
strategies with European colleagues.  

• VBD outlined the work of the Clean Hydrogen Partnership 
(CHP), including important projects previously funded in 
Scotland.  

• Both discussed the new Commission, including priorities for 
hydrogen. Hydrogen remains high on the agenda, while 
competitiveness and support for companies are becoming 
increasingly important as well.  

• VBD touched on how to align CHP funding with national 
funding – hydrogen valleys were mentioned as an area 
where complementing CHP funding is possible.  

• AR raised potential hydrogen valley proposal being 
developed, [6 words redacted: section 32(1)(ii) - 
International Relations]and encouraged partners to submit 
the application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE   

10 
 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Meeting 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Nick Leake, EU Deputy Director 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EU 
Directorate Policy and Communications 
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal 
Information]Deputy Private Secretary 

Who Noel Magis, Director of Screen Scotland (NM) 

Key Points  • AR described his portfolio, with NM outlining Screen 
Brussels' work. 

• AR detailed growing studio infrastructure in Scotland and 
efforts to increase screen studies educations in schools. AR 
gave examples of upcoming high-profile productions in 
Scotland and described Glasgow's growing prominence as a 
location for US productions. 

• NM explained the structure of Belgium's screen policy sector 
at national, regional, municipal level and between language 
communities. 

• NM gave a presentation on Brussels' co-production 
successes and best practice for securing these. 

• On inward investment, NM said 80% of production spending 
are salary and other locally-spent costs which had direct 
benefit to the area. Beyond this, there is a "soft power" 
cultural benefit. Attracting investment and coproduction deals 
is a social/economic benefit to the host territory.  

• AR and NM discussed issue of funding aimed at supporting 
specific communities being allocated correctly. Belgium has 
a standardised and thorough criteria for demonstrating a 
base in the region (Flanders/Wallonia/Brussels) across the 
country, which helps with this. 

• AR asked whether NM is in touch with his equivalent in 
Screen Scotland. [1 word redacted: section 38(1)(b) - 
Personal Information]described her participation in a 
Scotland House event last year, which NM attended. NM 
planned to meet her again the following week. 
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ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister  Cabinet Secretary Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, Angus 
Robertson (AR) 

Type of 
engagement  

Event 

Date 6 February 2025 

Attending 
Official(s)  

Martin Johnson, EU Director  
[2 words redacted: section 38(1)(b) - Personal Information]EU 
Directorate Events Manager 

Who Around 130 Burns Concert guests 

Key Points  • AR hosted approximately 130 guests from the Brussels 
EU/diplomatic quarter – including Ambassadors, officials from 
regional/national Permanent Representations and officials from 
EU institutions – at a Burns Concert event in Scotland House 
Brussels. 

• The event featured performances of Burns’ work by young artists 
from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland; with the Scotch 
Whisky Association exhibiting their membership’s products. 

• AR provided an immortal memory speech describing the 
enduring cultural significance of Robert Burns and the relevance 
of his work to modern social issues. 
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